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The Pe oplets Committ_ees

25X1X ' e
- 1. The People?s Committees are roughly designed in the classic Marxist model of
People!s Soviets, although there are some important differcnces. In the election

of lMarxist Soviets the vote is weishted heavily in favor of the eity proletariat
as against the other classes. The People's Committees in Vietnam, however; are
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elected by universal suffrage--all men and iomen over 18 years of age, Atten~
dance at elections is not compulsory, bub Government prossure usually succeeds
o

in reducing abstentions to less than 254, The elections are controlled by
slcillful Government propaganda.

The People!s Commititees are in theory the source of administrative power.
Accordine to the present Vietnam Constitution (adopted 9 November 1946), Vietnam
is divided, from the administrative point of view, into 3 Bo:North, Central and
South. . Thesc Do are the geographical equivalent of the 3 Ky: Tonkin, Annzn,
Cochinchina; but it rust be noted thot the Bo are supposed to be purely adminis—
trative subdivisions, not separate states like the old Ky. Each Bo is divided
into a number of provinces; each province into a number of Huyen (Annamese
equivalent to the Chinese Hsien) each lluyen into a nunber of ¥a (commnes or
villages). Bach of these divisions elects its otm People!s Cormittee as follows:
a, Xa: population of cach Xa elects Peoplets Cormittee for that Xa by direct
popular vote,

b. luyen: population of each Huyen elects Peoplets Commibttee for that luyen
by direct popular vote. . v .

¢, DProvince and Bo: same as Xa and Iluyen. There is no indircct election of
Peoplets Committees. In addition to the People's Cormittees vhich exist on the
four different levels emumerated above, therc is the Natiomal Assenmbly vhich

is the enquivalent .of a Peoplets Committee for the vhole countrys also clected
by direct popular vote.

Article 59 of the Constitution states: "Thae People's Committee (on each level)
rokes decisions on loeal problems, These decisicns must not be in opposition
to the directives of the Cormittees on the hisher levels." It is this in-
conspicuous provision in the Constitution which pormits a complete negation in
practice of this theory of power stemming upward from the people through the
Cormittees to the Novernment; and in fact reverses the flow of power, chenging
it into one from a central dictatorship dovm to the level of the individual.

The Peoplel?s Committees and the ixecutive Committees

The implementation of this reversal of the flow of pouwer is through the use of
Txecutive Cormittees on each level, Article 59 of the Constitution continues:

1he Executive Cormittee is charged with these duties: (1) to cxecute 4uhe

orders of the Committee on the next higher level; (2) to execute the decisions

of the People's Committee on its ovm level, after thesc decisions have taen
approved by the Committee on the hisher level; and (3) to direct the adrinistration
of the Zocality." Article 60 statess "The Txecutive Committce is responsible

both to the Cormmittee on the next hisher level and to the local Peoplels Committee."”
Article 61 states: "The detoils of the ormonization of Pcoplets Conmittees

and of Executive Cormittecs will be Tixed by Government decree.! * 25X1A
An exsmple of such a decree (based; of course, not on the present. CONSTILULLON )
but on a similar provision in the previous one) - appears in the Official Journal
of 23 July 1946 and provides for the creation of a "Special Region of Horray"
(107=05,20~57) , in which the Ixecutive Commaittec of the Peoplcis Cormittee reports
directly to the Peoplets Committee of Pac Bo (Tonkin) rather than to that of the
Province of "Wang Yen., Hongay is an important coal mining center) o

In practice almost the sole function of the People's Committee is to clect

he Txecubive Cormittee on its ovn level. This election, lilke the others,

is puided by skillful propagenda from above. After having elected the Hxecutive
Committee, the Feople!s Committes tends to disappear from sisht. It is supposed
to moet every six months to approve or disapprove the actions of the Jzecutive
Committee. As a rule these ratifications are perfunctory. Special meebings of
the Peoplets Committee are sometimes held in order that they may be recuired to
assume outvard responsibility for en acbion which is sufficiently unpopulnr to
eanse the Pxecntive Committee to hesitote-—a scavescat function.
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The Execubtive Committes

The Executive Commitice on each level consists of a President s ONg oY nore
Vice~Presidents, and a Secretary. Often the President and Vice-Presidents are
{igureheads, with the real power (such as it is) Leing exercised by the Seeretary,
A1l administrative power is exerecised by the Executive Committee in accordance
with rather rigid directives from above,

In like manner, on the Nationol level, the Cabinet is the equivalent of the
Executive Cormittee just as the Mational Assembly is the ecquivalent of the
Peoplets Committee, The Cabinet is controlled by the Vietminh., The Nationmal
Aszsenbly is as ruch the puppet of the Vietminh as the People’s Committees are
puppets of the Ixccutive Cormmittees, Decause of the true reversal of the {low of
pover (described in paregraphs 3 and ) local Govermment and police duties tond to
becorie coordinate functions under the' dxecutive Committce and the Departrnont of
the Interior with the latter becoming the decliding factor,

Restrictions on Local Officials

The anthority of loecal officials is closely circumseribed, ILocal officials in
Vietminh~controlled areas were umable to discuss with source A any specialized
field of movernment, such as edueaticn, law enforcenent, population changes,

waxation, vhich would nominally be considered to be under the overall direction

- or study of the administrative officials of a city or province, Few locsl

oificials had ruch lmovledse of the social, cconomic » Or commercial aspecis of .
their commnities; or if they had such knovledne » they indicated that thoy vwere
not authorized to diccuss such matters.

Another means by vhich the local officials are kept in line is the Secret folice,
o observe their activities closely, Central Covermment officisls ave similarly
watehed, The Jecret Police encourage informers to report exactly vhat they see
2nd hear vithout comment. Source 3 was told by several differcnt persone on whom
1e had recently called thot they had been visited by Secret Police immedictely
after source's departure to verify their comnections with hin, their conversations
and their actions, : '

states thot some local officials are arrogent blockheads but the mjority
aye mere machines, It has been previously reported that HO ehi
ITinh admits the limitations of his administrative officials, for which he blames
the lack of adequate education and administrative experience during the French
regine. Obther reports indicate thot mony smell functionarics are beginning to
imitote the mannerisms and arroge es of former French functionaries), According
to source A, local officials in general ave young men who have only an elementary ! =z
education but pleasing personalities. In some of the hamlets the officiols are - 7

the village elders. A great many of the local officials are former revolvtionists i ;:,'.'
who had suffered prison scntences under the French; many had performed suerrilla i s
and underground activities during the Japanese occupation, Because of the narrow L T
ness of the direetives which govern their powvers as administrative officis is, they ‘”..:mf-:
have little initiative or opportunity for individual Judgment.. ‘hen in dcabt -
vhey do nothing until receiving instructions from hicher authorities, This tends | C"‘f
a0 result in apparent obstructionism, | s
This inability to moke decisions on the spot resulbs in clunsy and sluzgish j ““‘““'“1[
administretion vith o maxdmwm of red tape. Persons can move from one areo to | ;pg_lm_»jl‘;
another only uith all the riamarole of obtaining special permission from the j P—
i e

nev authority for cach succeeding step. It is impossible to visit an official
without makine a previous appointment, & representative of the Information Depar‘h-w; el
ment of the Ministry of the Interior ves assivned to source A during part of a |

trip in Vietminh-controlled areas for the purposc of meking all necessary arrange- | 2 -
ments for source; but a:parently even this represcntative had to g0 throush all S =_
the usual red tape. henever he succeeded in arrenging a meeting, he seemed :
extrenely exeited as.though it vere cvite a triumph. (See par. 29) Difficultiss’

of administration are increased by the slovmess of communications. tany officials
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hacause of offieials being scattered and comrmnications being poor.

National .elfare Associations

The National '.elfare Assoclations are not elected. In cvery case, their
membership in each district comprises nearly the whols class of persons %o

vhor the Assoclation is applicable; for exanple, the Mijomenis Assoeiation

for National lielfare” includes practically all the women in the district,.
Membership is theoretically voluntary, but propagands and pressure make 1t
nearly compulsory. dJust as the People’s Comulttees exist on various levels,

so do the National Welfare Associetions. The activitles of the Associations
are dlrected by Executive Committees of the Associations, who are chosen by
meetings of the members of the Association under sultable "guidance" from above,
Unlike the People’s Committees, which tend to disappear in practice, the Associa.-
tions are very active; but ave nabturally under rigid control by the Executive
Committees of the Associations., Just as in theory the BExecutive Commititee of

the Pecople's Cormittee is jointly responsible to the People!s Commibtee itself
and to the Ixecutive Cormittee of the P'soplets Comaiitee oi. the mext higher level,
so in theory the Hxecutive Cormittee of the Association is jointly responsible
to the members of the Association itself and to the Executive Committee of the
Asgociation on the next higher level, In practise, the Executive Cormittee of
the Association is solely responsible to the Executive Cormittee of the Assceiaw-
tion onsthe next higher levely and the general activities of the Assceistions
are governed by the Executive Committee of the Association in cuestion on a
national level. On this high level, the Executive Committee of the Association
is in close touch with the various lMinistries, which suggest or request (they do
not order) the Association to conduct given activities in connection vith the
responsibilities of those linistries. These might include, for example, a
" public health program undertaken under the joint asuspices of the linistry of
Public Health and the Department of Information, Public iWorks programs, ete.
When the program has been agreed upon, the Ixecutive Committee of the Associotion
on the Hational level gives implementing directives to the Txecutive Committcos
of the Associations on the level of Bo, Provinee, Huyen, and Xa. On cach level,
the relationship between the Executive Committces of the Peoplets Committees
and the Executive Committees of the Associations is merely one of liaison, not
one of authority in either direction.

There are three main types of Public .elfare Associations: (a) By categories
(age, sex, or religion); (b) By profession, business, or trade; (c) Cultural
and allied associations.

Associations by Caterories.

Ixamples of Associations by categories are: Public :.elfave Associations of
Children, Youth, Young lien, .omen, 0ld People, Catiiolics, Protestonts s
Buddhists. These Associations differ among one another in organization and
function.

The members of the Doys? and Girls? Associations are knowm as "Bamboo Shoots!

who will one day grow up straisht and strong as bomboo trees. They are divided

into tvwio groups, those under 11, and those over 1l. The children ave encouraoed

to sing popular revolutionary songs as well as the old songs of the countyy e

They are encouraged to write and perform skits and plays; catching bandits and killing
traitors are the themes of their zames. They have bonfire parties in the noonlighty
and go on picnics to the country vhere emphasis is on discipline and knowing the
country in order to be pood muides, They are taught semaphore siznaling and how

to send uvp fire~balloon signals, These children?s roups are enthusiastie and

LTI S RLINI e
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serious. llany of the children have been guerrillas for several years. They
learn about arms and about security measures and they are cncourazed to be
darinz. They 2lso serve as .volunteers for the Red Cross, rorale-builders for
the Army (a sort of "Special Service"), cooks for army messes s and makers of
clothes for the needy,

In some localities the specific functions of some of these hissociations are
rather vamue, In the great majority of cazes, one of the most important and
conspicuous functicns of the Associations ie to furnish "wolunteers" for
various sorts of public work, principally demolitions in conncction with the
Seorched Tarth Policy, (See previous report un Victidnh-controlled arsass
Sconomic Intormition -The Seorched Sarth Policy), Bub, in sober fact though
not. theory, the really most important reason for the existence of these Agsocioe
tions is to tiphten the Victminh grip on individual members 5 on importdnt phase
of this is to force these individuals to play o rore or less conspicuous part
in Vietminh activities, vhich will so compromis them that later, even if they
should wish to desert the Vietminh for the French or Notionalist Front, they
would not be able to do so for fear of French reprisal and punishnent againot

ther: in comnection with these past activities under the Vietninh.

The National .lelfore Associations of (atholics, Duddhists, ctc. s are instrunments

of similar purposc to the above, In nddition to cttempting to use the oxisting
i'gligious organizations to keep the people in line politically, a secondary purpose

is to neutralize the activities and propaganda of rival organizations of the sare
religions (for exarpls, Chrictian lesmue, Hoa Hoo, ete) vhich have aligned them-
sclves with the Natiemalist Front. For example, it is the regponsibility of the
deadership of the iktionnl lelfare Associntions of Catholics to persuade theo faithful
thot French Catholic priests vho denounce the Vietminh as Commnists and anti~relizious
are just plein liaws, (See previous reports on ilole of the Church in Indochina 3

and the religious sroups in both the Victrninh and the Nationalist Front).

Associations by Tusincsa, Profession, or Trade,

BExamples of Aszociation by Profession: Uloctors, lawyers, Schooltcachers, .
Lxanples of Association by Pusiness: Pankers, shopkeopers. Iwamples by Trades
Railway workers, Printers, !iiners. Thus it will be secn thot some of them ore

in the natur of «uilds or husiness associctions; others a kind of emasculsted .
trade union or peasantst orgenization. Their function is clearly different

from thot of their apparent persllel in domocratic countries. As strikes cre
prohibited by law and would be repressed by ruthless measures s the "trade-union"
associations have little pover, :ach of these .ssociations may be/eomponent port,
of more ‘eneralized associntions; for exemple, Reiluay workers, Printers s Miners
Aissociations arc mathered torether in a seneral M.orkers Association®, Similarly,
Angociations of Peasants, of Tenant Farmers, of landovmers s may he gathered to-
nether in National .elfare /issociations for isriculture. In general, the purpose
of these Associations is to keep the various professional, business, trade and
egricultural sroups strietly in line iith Victninh policy, In addition, they
undoubtedly serve « useful purpose in advisinf¥and coordinoting commereial
poliey ondinflucnce {indirectly) the educational prograos, and the dissemination
of propaganda.

It will be noted that any given individuel can hordly escape from belongsing
to at least one National .elfare lAssocintion. Jven if he has no religion, no
profession or busincss, and no cultural attalnments, he has at least a given age,
In practice, individuals vill usually belong to two or more such associations.,
A business woman for instance mizght belens simultancously to the local iomen's -
Agsociation, the Duddhists?! fAssociation, and the Merchants® Association. Thus
the political grip of the Vietminh on individuals is btizhtened in a moltiplicity
of vays,
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Cultural Associations,

19, One of the mighticest political veapons wielded by the Vietminh is the National
welfare Agsociation for Culture., The outward purpose of these associations is
to spread and popularize culture in general, The real purpose is to spread
culture of a definitely tendentious (pro-Vietminh) naturc, For this purpose.
& nunber of vehicles are uscd, including lectures, cxpositions, publications,
orchestras, theatres, and travellins theatrical trcupes, The means of promoting
tendentious works of arb, at the exponse of non-bendentious ones, is subhle
and effective rather than blatont, MNaturally, all works of ort vhose tendency
is in any wvay hostile to Vietminh policy (mention of Netionalist Front, mention of
Trotakyists, harsh criticism of DBritain or fmerica;) is prohibited from cireulating,
On the other hand, purely ncutral items (paintinsg of landsecapes or flowers, for
instance) are nob prohibited from circulating; they are merely given less favor-
able opportunities., In a land of scarcity of means this is quite effective,

20, The Cultural issociation on the Mational level, vhich formerly enjoyed & striking
and even brilliant career at llanoi, is now established at Tuyen “uang (105=14,
21-48.) Tho chief of this Association is NGUYSN dinh Thi, a (Stalinist) Commmnist,
This Association and its subsidisries include the great majority of the nationmally-
knoun writers, artists, and musicians now in Tonkin, as well as a nuvber of lesser-
knowm ones. llany of these ave persons of outstanding ability. ivery luyon has
its Cultural Associotions, In bthe towns, the chief activities of the Cultural
sssociations are the monagement of expositions, concerts; lectures, theatres,
and receptions for VIP?azs in the villages: lectures, discussion zroups, travelling
theatrical troups, and sroup singing,

DISSATISTACTION AG IHST TG VISTIINN RUGTNE

25X1A -Hotcz Previcus reports have indicated that such dissatisfoction

exists; the diverse elements--the French and their satellites, the Nationalist Front,
the Trotshyists, and possibly the Conservatives of the Vietminh-have already made
use, or will shortly meke usc, of this dissatisfaction for their oun ends; the harde
ships attendant upon the-5corched Harth Policy (sce previous report on tais policy)
and the wholesolc displacement of populations constitubte an ever present threat to
the Vietminh hold on the people).

- 21, ‘idthout exception every business mnn and every business vomcn  welh oy source
in Vietminh=-controlled arcas tms unhappy about the present situation, Their
antagzonisn toward the Govermment veries, llerchants in Cao Bang werc frank in
their eriticism. As to the irmediate future, it is normal that busincss ucn
toke a poor view of the business stagnation vhich results from lack of imports and
exports, imposition of restrictions on transport, and other limitations. Ior

' the longer term point of view, it seems unlikely that business interests wlll
necessarily become a group opposed to the Vietminh, unless the Government makes

definite assurances to thern in lieu of present frustrations., S \ = ,

nent has laid dowm no ¢lear policy concerning pirivate business, 25X1A

The Constitution provides that "privete property shall be respocted.? Undor present

conditions this clause is of little wolue). No clear linitations of the Government's

proposed competition with private business nor of a possible policy of natlonale

ization have been prormlgated. Some business men therefore suspect the worst,

25X1X
- 22, Despite the =eneral feelinz of fear and unwillingness to criticlze the Covern—
nent openly, one viell-sducated Govermment official spoke to source with surpri-
sing frankness. e said that Jovernment offieials penerally were a disprace to
the country—-poorly informed, incompetent, and powerless /to act on behalf
of the velfare of the neople/, (Seec paragraphs 8-11). Ue stated that the pre-
sent governnent is Commnist and meny people fear the extension of Corrmnism in
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the country even though the present pattern of government has not yet many

similarities vith that of the USSR, le said that everyone was wabched;

and in particular if tuo or more people gather together their activities
25X1X = are under rigid surveillance; cvery one lives in fear of the Secrel Police.

23, Jource ueb. a number of persons who find trouble hating the French and

tho asked if source believed the Vietminh stories about French atrocities,
Many of these people had pleasant associations with the French in the pact and o5y A:
inevitably look to France for muidance in cultural and economic matters. 4 small '
group even considers the French, as individuals, to be wonderful people. I

25X 1 Kote: ridicules the last two sentences but also states that as terrible
as life was er the French, many people feel that tbe vnresenh is far worse
and look back wistfully upon the orderliness . ofthe.ifrenchuregime - however unjust
it was, Souree D states that logic suggests that there is a growing rumber of
persons in Tonkin for whom the French seem the lesser of two evils and %hat these
persons include those of wealth, culture and influence) .

BTNAILe TERRORISH
25X &

2l,, The most striking feature of life under the Vietnan Govermnent is the pervading
sense of fear. Source found it a relief to return from this fear~ridden country
to the comparative freedow of Kuomintang-contrelled China, In Tonkin no one
dares to raise any (uestion or to express himself freely. Officials are even nore
cantious than private cibizens., Because the secret police are everywhere, in-
formers do a thriving business. People are at all times subject to arbitrary arrest
and interrogation. The sense of fear is greater than in the Communiste~controllied
areas of China., Although rony veople tend to-excuse this Vietminh terrorism on
the basis of var-time necessity, they resent it more strongly than the terroristic
nethods formerly employed by the French and later by the Japanese because Vietw
minh terrorism is more efficient and is done by their oun people rather than the
foreign conqueror, This sense of fear among the population is regretited by the
Vietminh; it is not itself a fixed policy but is the inevitable result of the
terroristic methods used for the purpose of keeping the population under control.

25X1A I vote: 1ast sentence also reported by [ 25X1X

25, Terrorism under the French was bad enough but it was not very . systematic or
dever, It was chiefly designed to suppress sedition and keep workers in line.
Execution, imprisonment, torture, and forced labor were the principal mgthods
used, Poulo Condor, althouzh the most famous of the prisons, was by no means
the most horrible. The most usual torture was beatings; the most refined was
passing an clectrie current through the body. Terrorism under the French was
only in part o matter of fixed policy; it was greatly aggravated by the brutality
and sadism of minor officials, overseers, and prison guards. *iﬁote: 25X1A
The ruthlessness and brutality of the French during the old regime is well docu-
mented by the Vietminh; see for example the publication Temoignages, prhlished
25X1Xby the Vietminh in 1945, |IENNEEE-cvorts thot the construction of the Tonkin-
Iaos lighvay before the war cost many more lives than that of the Bangkcznk-ﬂoul"
nein "Reilway of Death" under conditions even more horrible; there are also
evidences of the French continuing at present to make use of brutal policies in
some areas under their control, Precise details are not available and it may
be that such incidents could in part be excused on the ground of military neceasity.
25X1X [ stotes that terrorisn is a necossary instrument in class conflict and
exploitation, No real evidence is available as to vhether the French are conbin~
uing terrorism as a mabter, at least in part, of fixed policy).
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- 26. Japanese terrorism vas more violent and more efficient. It roused the
whole people to a general anti~imperialistic feeling., Defore that the people
had been merely anti-French; but they came to realize that the danger of any
imperialism--French, Japancse, lussian--left little to chooss betueen one
another, The principal Japancse innovation was large-scale use of the
water torture. Viotminh terrorism is far worse than either French or Japanese.
It is more efficient and ruthless., It was more blatant duri ¢ the period of
the occupation by Chinese troops, vhen the Vietminh vas attempting to stamp out
the 7DD and the Nationalist Front eisuents, Trotskyists, and French SYTIPa .«
thizers. Its principal instruments were assassination by burying alive or by
tying in sacks and throwing in the lake (because of the searcity of cartridges),
imprisonment, and torture, Its most terrible refinemcnt s Yeserved as a frijitening
example for important politieal prisoners, was to dig an inclined hole in which
the prisoner was buried all except his head; he would then be given just enough
rice every day and his body would very slowly rot; however, such cases were
fairly rare. BSince the departure of the Chinese troops the technique of
Vietminh terrorism has developed alons more precise lines, There is absolutely
no freedom of speech. Strikes are forbidden, The lot of the worker is considerably
worse than even under the French regime. Although the workers tend to blame the '
war, there is a strong undercurrent of dissatisfaction among labor and poldiers;
it is here that the Trotskyists will find fertile fields. Current Vietminh
terrorieam-is purely fascist in technique (See previous report on the Vietnam
Government—~TFascistic Aspects) but there is one important difference between
it and the examples of Germany and Russia. In Vietnan, imprisomment, torture
and cxecuticy are attonded with a minimum of publicity. This is in line vith
the Vietminh effort to appear ocuitwardly "eivilized" and "democratic." Because.
of this secrecy it is impossible to arrive at an estimate of the nuuber of
persons who have suffered from this policy. "lMysterious disappearances® are
extremely frequent and it is usually unknown hether the persons disappearing
are imprisoned or assussinated. Beatings and other minor tortures of criminals
and susoected criminels are innumerable. These akre applied for the most parg
to pelty offenders, thisves; bandits, black marketeers, and violaters of unim-
pertant regulationa, To som: extent the rich are terrorized in order to take
possession of their wealth fov the state. As to important political offcnders 2
25X1)& sume disappear mysteriously; but a more frequent technique is to leave them 25X1X .
SX1Aut large and watch them closely. * Note: Regarding the future,
-25X1.conmnts that it would seem impossible te govern Indochina without tcrrorism
as long as therc is exploitation, which seems inevitable under any regime which
is now possible; this fact will help to build up the grovwing power of the '
Trotskyists whose propaganda is always aimed at the class struggle.) .

COURTS AND JAILS IN VIEIMINH-CONTROLLED AREAS

25X1X
25X1X

27, Courts are under the control of the Central Government rather than the local

. government. All persommel of the courts are appointed. In sgeneral source

. found the personnel of the courts to be of pood training and intelligence. The
law is primarily French law, with some Chinese law particularly in respect
to land. The jails source saw at Cao Bang and Thai Nguyen were reasonahly
c¢lean and airy. Even the food looked decent. At Cao Bang prisoners were per-
mitted to work outside of the jails in gangs on public projects. At Thai Nguyen
the only job for the prisoners was maintaining the compound of the jail itself.
Prisdners who have been sentenced .end those awaitinz trial share the same quarters,
lien, vomen, and chilaren also iive vonether, Infnnts, too youry; to be separated
from mothers, are tuien to 21l mith Lheir methers. lost vrisoners are housed
in open roums rather than private eells, Source saw some people in solitary cells
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which were dark and ill-smelling. Source was told that these people viere .
confined because of contagious diseases; but source does not believe this is true.
The individual cells at the Thai Houyen jail were in a separate room and on the
doors vers hupe rinmgs; source was told that these were for holding extra bars
across the doors but source does not believe this., Source saw no prisoners of
foreign nationality.

28, One interesting feature of the court system is the requirement that cases must
be tried vithin A5 days or the prisoner is released. .hen a prisoner has been
coafined for 45 days awaiting trial, he is automatically discharged; this provision
fureces the court to try him with reasonabie speed, In serious crimes against
the state the maxirmum period is 4 months, Source asked several prisoners pending
rial how long they had been held and in no case vas their answer more than a month
#nla half, Ccurt procedure vas simple s dignified and nonabusive, Courtroons
vere alry and atbractive, Judges told source that there were fewer cases now and
rwemed to expect some sort of compliment from source because of this fact. Source
=1t that there is no total loss of respect for the orderliness of law in Vietnam.

S1AVET, CONTROL IN VIS INH«CONTROLL:D AREAS.

~2 29. Sources were accompanied by a representative of the Interior Department of the
Ceatral Government. At cach city the representative was given a local pass
(v .ch was typewritten and gave all details of who, when, why, etc. These passes
lee not available for sourcets inspection. .dthout the cooperation of the
laierior Department sources would not have been able to visit Vietminh-controlled
arca. The representative had to arranse all interviews and this was done with
considerable difficulty. Baggage and passports were examined and stamped., nly
rietures taken with the approval of the government official were permitted. Police
¢« "leers, including many in civilian clothes » frequently stopped and inspected the
visitors! pupers. )

25X1X

1 30. T following are the flag and insignia of the Vietminh, -

—1—~ Red

‘/_//\g——«u— ——Yellow

2. llational flag of the Vietnam Republic
25X1A- Note: It has been previously
rzported that the red field of this flag
it of 3oviet inspiration and the leaders
of the Nationalist Front elaim that they
will insist on a change from this flag).

-
b, Shoulder patch worn by members of the
V*<inam National Army, :

~

¢. Shoulder patch worn by the "Ty Ve
(5elf Defense Corps), sometimes de-
scribed as "Volontaires de la lort."
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