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1. In the spring of 1945, 800 German PWs were sent to Chelyabinsk (Urels)
from & camp at Troltsk. From there they went on foot asbout 100 kms.
east into almost deserited territory. They were divided into working
groups of 100 men and were to construct a li-meter wide sitvaight
road from wast o east. The road was merked out, but there were no
tools, materlals, transportation, or boarding facilities., The
technlcal 1eademvam.n was In the hands of Russian civilian engineers.,

2. In June 1945, the first implements came, sbout 50 shovels and hoas,
and leveling and execavation work began. The road was given a very
strong underlagyer of granite stones. It toock a long time to obtain
these stones and they had to be erushed near the construction work.
The road was to be surfaced later with erushed stome and tar,

3> According to one of the Pils who worked on the road, this was part of
a now road east from Chelyabingk through Kurgan to Omsk. I% was to
go from Chelyabinsk west through Zlatoust, Ufa, Kazan, and Gorki to
Voscow. It would be; therefore, a thoroughfare from loscow to Omsk.,
Many Romanians, Bulgarians, Hungarians, and Poles worked on the
Chelyabinsk-Rurgan siretch.

4o Informant stated that in eipghteen months his group had excavated and
lsveled sbout 10 lass. In this section, 4 kms. of roadbed was finished
except for swfacing.

5: Informant was released from imprisonment because of sickness, Then he
left, about half of the 800 Germans had died from thelr sufferings.-
After the summer of 1946, more Germans were placed in other asctions,
but the work went slowly beeause of lack of organizationg the winter
also hindered the work.

6. 'I‘he old Chelyabinsk-Kurgan read was about 400 meters north of the
new road and was one of the usual poor Russian country roads. Com-
nereial plancs flew regularly between west and east over the area where
informantis group worked.
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