ORIGIN
25X1X6

Document No. -——"‘7% N =
,‘ .S, OFFLO QNLY

This document is hereby regrad

] ghic United States.
ol 4 =~y DRate: 2008

-,

£
A %B CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

ol INTELLIGENCE REPORT
_—_-___——4
France,/Belgium/USSR ' DATE:  o5%1X6
’ INFO.

Rusalan Church of Wesitern Europe:
Maximos' Decision DIST. 3 Pebruary 1947
25X1A6a PAGES -2

SUPPLEMENT

1. The errivsl of Archbishop Alsxsnder, sent by Moscow to 25X1X6

organize parishes in accordance with Moscow directlives, has
complicated the ecclesiasticel situation 1in Brua&els,r—
reporbs, Alexander, formsr Archbishop of Belglum, le

thers before the war,

2, Bilshop Nikone (reve, present head of the Russian Church of

Belglum, while swaiting the declsion to be glven by the
Constentinople Patriarchate In the ecclesalastical confllst,
i3 sgid %o have spent a great deal of tims wlth Archbishop
Vliadimir In Pesris.

%, The following iz the declsion which Patrlarch Maximos is

reported to have reached but which will be wlthheld from
official publication for ressons of international politlcas

The Russlan Chureh of Western Europe will remaln
wnder the jurisdiction of Constantinople;

directives for all Iimportant ecclesliastical affairs
will be izsued by the Constantinople Patriarchate.
Archbishop Vladimly wlll bead the Russien Church of
Western Europe but will not recelve from )
Constentinople the tltle of Exsrch which was glven
to the late Metropolitan Bulogius, Monselgneur '
Germenos, the Greek Orthodox blshop now realding in
London, will report on Russlen scclesilasticel affsirs
to Constantinople, and at the same time be the "aye®
of the Patrisrch. .
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Two f'actors are belleved to have figured in laximos!
decision: (&) the desire of the Patrlarch to solve the
problem g8 qulckly as possible and with the least
publicity poassible (probably, q states, to prevent
HMoscow's pursult of the controversy); and (b) the desire
of the Bocumenical Patriarch to keep better in hand the
affalrs of the Russian Church of Europe.

Neanwhile, Archbishop Seraphim, representative of Patrilarch
Alexel of lMoscow, who 1s staying at 59 rue Boilean, Parls,
16eme, is attempting by every possible means to strengblien
his tottering position., With this in mind he 1s penetrating
French Orthodox nilleux, specifically the group centered in
the Eglise Sainte Genevieve, 36 ruc de la llontegne Sainte
Genevieve, Paris, Seme., In this vicinity the Brotherhood of
Saint Photius has headquerters located in a church,

U.S. OFNCIALS OWLY

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP82-00457R000300340010-4

,)-



