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The following information amplifiss reports received previcusly
and information now in the preass:
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-1.‘, Source reports that the originel Sccismlist maneuver sntlcipated:
{a) fallure of Remadier to form =z govermment because of
Commmnist insistence on cbtalning the Ministry of National
Defense, and (b) the return of the Blum government, Contrary
to all expectatlons, however, Ramadier succeeded in persuading
deputies of all parties to acecept a Communlst as Minister of
Natlonal Defense, Acceptance of thils was based largely on the
grounds thet Comuunlst power in thls post would be sirictly
curteiled, Source states that the only resistence to this
program centered in Bidaul%, Robert Schumsn, snd Meurice
Schimamn. In view of the accepbance of rightist partles,; PRL
and UDSR, the majority of the MRP were umwilling to refuse to
participate in the government and thus automatlcally replace the
PRI, as opposition party of the extreme right.
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Hll:. Prover of the Minlatry of Netional Defense will be curtailed as
followa, soupce reports. With the consent of all partles )
except the CP, the Chief of Goverrment will issue a decres
defining distribution of powers asnd functions of the Minister
of National Defense and Subministers of Army, Navy, and Alp:

8, '‘Biat Major General National Defense, to depend directly
on the Chief of Government who by French law is also
Commender-in~Chief of the Army.

b, The Minister of Netional Defeense is to have full juris-
diction only for ordnance, milltary justice, and health
servlices., PFor all other affalrs of National Defense
three subminlisters for Avrmy, Navy, and Alr are %o havs
sole authority vo initiate and sign orders. Orders will
be countersigned by the Minlster of Natlonal Defense,
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¢, Subministers of Army, Navy, and Alr will be moderates
or rightists. On this basls, source states,
moderates snd rightists will be assured that Cormunist
control and intorference will be completely prevented,

The following rumors are reported to be current and are sadd
to be taken seriously in some offlelal French clrcles:

a., TPrench Freemason elements are propagabing the idea that
the United Statecs is favorable to the Ramadler govarn-
ment despite the fact that the Communists have obtained
the lMinistry of Natlonal Defenso.

b. Military circles funr that the United States while adopth=
ing a favorable of lalssex-falre attitude toward the
Remadler government will take occasion, becausa of the
continuing impotent government in France, to give support
to the Arsb cause in North Africa in order to entrench
United States military interests., Source states thab
rumors have resched the French of an lmportant neeting
between DBritish and Unlted States milltary personnel,

25X1X6

N ;. D, o7 "on $ouroo
obtained his information, ls of the opinlon that the

Ramadier government wlll last gince 1t has the support of
gll the political parities.

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000300100008-3



