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SUPPLEMENT

Drs. Tinzl and von Gu%genberg of the SVP (South Tirolean Volks-

o have gone to Innsbruck to talkwith
Covnsellor Schiner of the Austrian Foreign Ministrg early in
December, Following these conversations, the two South Tiro-
lean representatives went up to Viemna for three days, vhere
they had talks with Chancellor Figl, Vice-Chancellor Schirf
and Foreign Minister Dr. Gruber. )

The results of these talks mey be sumerizad as follows:
Optants® Question

1. The South Tirolemns pointed out to Gruber the increasing
urgency of the opten ts' question, with regard to:

{a) the need for suiteble personnel to be re-
crulted from the optants for Germany now
in North Tirol;

{b) the fact that the Italians continue to die-
criminate against those optants for Germs
who are back in South Tirol, by refusing them
trade licenses etec.

2. Gruber readily agreed to take every possible step to expedite
the ssttlement of this questlon. néfarticular, he promised
to send a note immediately to the Italian Government, sug-
%estinu that the preliminary discussions of this question be-

ween the Austrian and Italian Governments, envisaged in the -
Paris Agreement of 5 September 1946, be initiated immediately.
The note will stress the urgency of the guestion, with regar
to the 70,000 ogtants for Germany who are today eking out a
recarious existence in North Tirol, It will further contain
he suggestion that the Itsl ian and Austrian Governments ap-
point special delegates for these conversations. -,
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3., fruber asked the SVP representatives to provide him
with a remorendum setting forth their views on the-
sattlement of the optants’ guestion (in particular,
indicating their maximum end minimum demends) so
that he would be prepared {or the gonversations with
the Itelisns. onoe the conversations have begun it
is intended thet refresen’catives of the SVP end of
the Optants will join the Austrian delegation.

4. The South Tirolean representatives were most favorably

impressed by Gruber's understending of this qestion,
and his promise of prompi action.

1T, Ratification of the Paris Agrecment

1. The SVP attach considerable imgortance to the ratifi-
" cation of the Paris Agreement by the Austrian Parllia-

" ment, because they believe that the Itel iens will put
forward the non-ratification as en excuse for post-
}énning the execution of the Agreement. Sruber ig sal d

o opnose the ratification. :ile argues that legally it
is not nccessary, and that only the further aceords en-
visared in the Agreement require ratificationm. The
South Tirolcan representatives zeined the impression
that the real explanation of his opposition is his fear,
for internal political reasons, of & further debate on
the South Tirolesn question. The¥ agree, however, that
there are disadvanta%es to the ratification: namely,
the danger of the debate producing "unforiunate remarks
which would projudice the coming negotiations with t he
Ttalians; £ urther, the difficulty for the Austrian Pap-

~ liament to revert to its claim for self-determination
once it hed ratifiod the Agreement, and the realization
that this migéht prove desirsble for tactical reasons
should the Italians play false in the execution of the

Agreement. On the other haad, the primary consideration
with the SVP today is to speed uE the execution of the
Agreement snd, as they believe that ratification would
serve this end, they refused to accept Gruber's view-
point. In the end 2 compromise was reached by Gruber
agsuring the SVP re resentatives that he-w tke im-
mediate steps to obiain the ratification, should the -
Ttel ian Covernment demand it as a prersquisite to the -
execution of the Agreement.

L]

2, Should the Agi-:;eoment come up for ratification befors the
Austeien Tarliament, the SPO (Austrien Socialist Party)
with the exception of its Horth Tirolean Deputies has
promiged to vote for it.e

ITT. Austrien Diplomatic Represcntation in Rome

1, The SVP representatives have eéxprcssed their dissatis~
faction wigh the present Austrian diplomatic representa-
tion in Rome, snd mrticularly with Linister Rotter. They
wished Rotter recalliea ana reflaced by daron Vimmer. They
fupther wished Dr. Hms Schbffl attached to the Kome Lega~
taion as special expert in the South Tirol g estion.
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2. firuber told them that he was prepared to recall Rotter,
but that he eould not re¥lace him by Daron "firmer be-
cause the Socialists would not agree to it. He informed
them, however, thet he thouzht of appointing Dr. Schwapz-
enber% (at nresent Counscllor in raris) as Austrian
idinister in Rome. He also apgreed to Dr. Scublfl's
joining the Rome Legation. : .

3. The South Tirolcans are completely satisfiod, snd agree

th t Schwarzenberg is a better wan for the post than
their friend Baron “immer.

Special Austrian Comm’ ssioner for South Tirolean Affd rs

1. The South Tirolem s requested the appointment of a
special Austrian Commissionor with an office in Inns-
bruck rather than in Vienna to supervise the execution
of the raris Agreement. Joth Gruber and Chancellor
Figl agreed to such an appointment, but Figl maintained
that the Comnissioner should reside in Vienna, arguiag
that "the separctist tendencies in Lorth Tirol are al-
ready too strong for my likinz". The South Tirolems
replied that Vienna was too distent from Bolzeno, and
finally Fizl pave way.

2. Dr. Kneusl, former Landesamtdirektor in Innsbruck, has
been choren as Cormissioner, and will take up his now
duties early in the I ew Year. The Office for South
Tirol in Innsbruek will Ue reorganized and placed under
his direction. '

The Autonomy juestion

1. ©ruber allegedly told the South Tiroleans that i* .
was for them to take the initiative in the nepotiations
with the Italiens concernin% the setting up of the auto-~
nomous regime in South Tirol. However, he said he would
al ways be prepared to intervene on thelr behalf should
tley need his support on any particular point.

2. The South Tiroleans asked him if he could not obtain a
clarification of the issue of provincial versus regional
autonomy. Oruber hedsed on this point, intimatin: thet
he would rather postpone any interventfon "until Yay next,
when the Austrian Gosernment should be in & far stronger
bargaining position", _

3. He expressed approval of the steps td:en by the SVP to
date to bring about mme f orm of collaboration betwesn
Bolzanc and Trento.
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4. The SVP have decided to send a delegation down to
Rowe to discuss the autonomy question with the com-
gatent Italian Authorities and, if possible, with

¢ “asperi himself, Herr Amonn and Drs. Faffeiner
and Volzzer are certain members of this delegation
It is also probeble that Dr, Tinzl will join it,
and the advisability of including e socia ist re-~
nresentative is under discussion.

1. Visit to Vice-Chancellor Schilef

1. The South Tirolean repres ntatives paid a courtesy
visit to Vice-Chancellor tchlirf, with whom they were
nost favorably imprcssed. Schdrf assured them that
the S0 would support any arrangements they made with
“puber as "therc are no differences between the O7P
(Austrian Volkspartei) and SPO on the South Tirol gues-
tion,

2. On the whole, the South Tiroleans werc fully satisfied

© with the results of their Vienna visit. Dr, Tinzl
told his colleagues of the SVP subsequently that the
only difference of opinios he foresaw between them
and the Austrian Government was on the time question:
while the 3VP attach the greatest importance to the
immediate execution of the Paris Agreement, in view .
of the unsettled mood of their people, the Austrian
Government is apmrently of the opinion that the ex-
ecution of the Agreement should be postponed until
next srring when the Government expects to be in =2
far stronger bargaeining position.
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