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The length of the highway is given accurately. The other kilometer figures are
approximations.

The 01d Highwa,y

The 0ld Tunkin highway was an ordinary country road, improved in pleces, with cld
ywooden bridges over rivers that were too wide for fording. The highway began

et a swall railroad station, Kulbtuk, on the railromd circling the southern end
of leke Baikal, There was & plan to exbtend the highwey beyond Kultuk to the
more important station of Slyudyanka, T kilometers away, which was equipped with
an engine shed and which served the mica mines snd a large village nearby.

On leaving Kultuk the highway crossed a mountain range through a narrow valley.
A%t about the 20th kilometer, it crossed the Bystraya River and the Bystrays
Village. The river at this point was not deep and had a stony bed., Traffic
crosged it by use of a ford. The highway then followed the slopes of the hills
to the Tubel'ti Village, where it entered a mountain-bordered plain stretching
to the Zangisan hille. Por a short distance it went through marshes along

the Irkut River and crossed a rocky elevation at about the 50th kllometer mark.
AV or about the 75th kllometer wmark, the highway passed through the well-
populeted setblement and rayon center, Kyren, Here wers warchouses for cargoes
golng to Mongoliae and, in my opinion, furbther on to Chine. Kyren was also the
location of a border guard unit of the NKVD.

From the Zargizan hills to the Mongelian border, the highway crossed broken and
difficult terrain and passed bthrough the Mondy Village, 4 kilometers from the
Mongolian border. The custom house, as well as another unit of NKVD border guard,
was located in Mondy., Thevre wag no custom house or border gvard on the Mongolian

CLASSIFICATION=E bABTEABE B SYBHGIARREA CONES

DISTRIBUTION

[ | L L ORR._EV

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000300540009-9



Declassified in Pa.rt - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00047R0003005499@9-9

10.

CONFIDENTIAL/SECURTTY INFORMATION i
8ide, From th?e fi"bntier of the USSR the highway followed a slope %o Lake Koéogol
in Mongolia, s

Beginning at the Bystraya Village, the highway followed the lef% bank of the Irkut
River which flowed into the Angare River below Irkutsk. A% Kharasdsban it crossed
the Irkub via a bridge. The stretch of highway from this point towards its end
crossed a spur of the Seyan Range of the Tunkin Mounteins. The highwey lies over
loose ground easily weshed out during the spring and summer monthe, the period of
greatest precipitation, and therefore was in bad condition. Additional difficulties
in travelling over the highwey were encountered on the winding section near
Kharadsban which hed steep rises and drops and, in the winter was covered with ice.

The Tunkin highway was of great strategic importance., It provided a short and
convenlent route not only into Mongelle but also into Chine, Thiz wae attested to by
the cargoes which moved along the highway in spite of its wnimproved conditions.

Cargo moved from Kultuk Stetion to the border of Mongollae and then te the landing
docks at Turte on Leke Kosogol in Mongolia. From Turta it was trénsported by water
to the docks et Khaytagol on the scuthern end of Iake Kosogol. Two stesmers ferried
the cargo, one was an old Mongolian steamer and the other had been brought from the
USSR in a dismentled condition in 1932, During the winter, cargo was transported
over the ice by trucks. ,

The highway was used by both horse and wobor transport. Horse transport was chiefly
used during the winter. Food, textiles s ready-made clothing, consumers good in
general, as well as & 'great number of Aisagsembled one-axle frams carts were carried
over the road Into the Mongolian People's Republic. The carks were manufachured in the
USSR for Mongolis es replacements for carts in use there s which were very heavy and
had octagonal wheels tightly sesled to the axle that prodused enough noise to be heard
several kilomsters away. On the reburn trip to the USSR, the horse transport brought
carcasses of wild goats and wild boars. .

Motor transport carried goods from Kultuk Station for trensshipuent at Kyren. From
Kyren the goods were moved by horse transport, Special shipments of well-Joined and
nalled-down crates were carried over the highway %o the docks at Turba. These crates
vere described as "tes kettles", This sroused sherp curlosity smong the drivers because
of the large number and the excessive welght, also. because i% was necessary to bandle
the crates with special care. The drivers removed a board from a crate that had been
damsged during transshinment and found that the "tea kettles" were gun shells moving
to Chipe, - © . The highway provided the shortest roubte to one of the most
vulnerable spots in the USSR - the section of the Transsiberisn railway lying along
the southern end of Lake Baikal, where the Transbaikal and ‘eagtern areas may be cut
off from the USSR. This danger became less acute whep & rallroad was bullt slong the
northern end of Lake Baikal in 1937,

The difficulty of trensporting over the old highway, the necessity of increasing its
traffic capacity, and the great political fwmportance of the highwey, forced the
suthorities to carry out the modernization of the existing old highway. A survey was
made Iin 1932 and plans for the new highway were drawn up. The new highway was projected
as & 3rd class road following the old highway and utilizing the bridges and improved
sections of the old highway.

The width of the highway, including the shoulders, was planned to be 8 mebers. The
roadway was to be 6 meters wide. The meximum grades were to be 7%. The road wus to be
covered with gravel to a depth of 17 centimeters and have & crovn.

The length of the highway, from Kultuk Station to the Mongolian border, was 110 kilometer
and from the border of the USSR to the Turts docks, 14 kilometers » & total of 124
kllometers. The highwey crossed six Jarge rivers. 014 wooden bridges were utilized

for three of these rivers. At the L4Oth and 100th ¥ilometer warks, girder type bridges
were used and at the 60th kilomeher mark a «rossban: brace bridge. There were plans

for three additional ercssbar: brace type bridges to be constracted at the 20th
kilometer wark over the Bystraya River, st the 90th over the Bol'ghol River and at the
91lst over the Malyy Zamgisan River. The length of the bridges varied between 50 and

150 meters.,
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11,  In the avea of Obrub, at the 95th kilometery¥hi highway follows the sirpe of &
mountain range at an elevation of &Qf%ﬁ”hS meters sbove the Trkut River level, From the
Mondy village tO the Mongoliewborder lies the maxitmm ‘upgrade: atretch., From the nresh
(I of the Tunkin MountgAR Faegé, -the highway began +o descend to Take Kosogol on the
‘ Mongolien side.of the border and reached the maximun -downgrade on the last three
\\liilometer ore the Turta docks.,
M

Finaming the Construction

12, The finencing of the construction of the highway waz carried out by the USSR government.
An estimete for the whole length of the highway, including the sections located in
Mongolla hed to be submitted to and approved by the Mein Administration of Highways.

No shortages of funds were experienced except for one mstanc# when credit  50X1
wes temporarily withdrewn because of a delay in the presentation of a financial report
on the construction,

13. VMongolia 414 not sghare in the expenditures of the construction. In fact Mongolien
participation vas absent not only in the financiael arrangements but also in the technical
supervision and advisory capacity. The USSR bullt the road according to 1ts own plans
and behaved as though it were at home.

Technj_.cal Supervision of the Construction

14, The buillders end techniesl supervisors had before them a task of bullding a new
highwey without interrupting the flow of traffic along the old highwey. While the
horse transport, which moved only during the winter months, continued very satisfactorily,
the motor trensport was in terrible shape. Deep mud in the spring and fall, heavy
rainfell in the summer, and the unfavorable contour of the road crested great aifficulties
for motor transport. Trucks became mired, motors went dead on steep upgredes:, and
many vehicles were put out of commission, -

15. The construction crewswere at a loss asz to whether they should bulld & new highway or
weke essential repairs to the exlsting old highwsy so as to keep traffic moving., It
was necessary to meke repairs to the old highway and also nscessery to keep a separatse
crew of workmen ready to pull out trucks that became sbtuck in the wud, sometimes marooned
for several days, and %0 escort them over dangerous sections of the road. All this hed
to be done with a limited and poorly qualified lsbor Porce. The difficulties of technical
management were very real. However, an order had been issued that traffic was %o
continue insplte of everything and thet the new highway wes %o be built. Disobedience
to the order, for any reason whatsoever, mesnt imprisonment In a concentration camp at
best,

16, The congtruction project wes based on the necesalty of using local materisls, lumbar and
stone. All the builldings on the highway were to be out of wood. The paving of the
roadway was to consist of gravel, limestone and shele. The latter pulverized so essily
that sections of the road became dusty and wore oub rapidly. All work was to be dons by
hand without any wachinery. The lack of tools was felt very quickly. There were not
enough measuring instruments. Working tools were both few in number and worthless in
quality. The only ezception was an explosive called ™ammonsl® for rock excavebion.
Holes for this explosive were bored by hand.

Technicel Personnel and Hired Iaborers

17. As Tar as the technical personnel was concerned, the situation at the construction
rroject was very bad. There was either none at all or it was very poor in quality.
Engineers appointed %o the construction project were young and had no practical experi-
ence. With higher wages and monthly travelling expenses the services of more experienced.
technicians and foremen from the Ukraine were obtained., 50X1

18.
50X1 ‘\ } The construction work, which
had begun in 1932, was in a most umsatisfactory condition. The Main Administration
of Highways resolved to reorganize the whole construction set up under a different
leadership vith a new technical staff. When the local population refused to work on the
construction of the highway, it became necessary %o bring labor in from the outside.
The local population preferred to do their habitusl work of hunting and carting which
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provided them with a much better income than working on the construction project.
The low wages, hlgh production quotas, and poor focd further distracted them.

two Soviet.battalions of:rear imits. of

gpeciallized militery personnel. The battalions hed been working on road construction in
Beloruseie and the Ukraine for aboub two years and consisted of young men of draft age
who had been deprived of thelr political rights. They were the sons of former army
officers and government officiale, rich peasants or merchants, victims of persecution,
and, in general, all the disenfranchised. They were formed into battalions and sent

to construct roads where it was said, "they were forged anew”. They were glven food
which was bad. As for clothing, they wore vwhatever they brought from home. They were
sheltered in crowded barracks, in < dugouhs, or in old, torn, army tents. They received
no pay. Bach of the two battalions consisted of less them 30C men. Ieater the battalions
were merged into one unit., This was all the labor force we had.

The 1933 consbruction plan was only 40% complete when certain sections of the highway
were put into use. These were the Kyren, Zangisan, end Kharadsban sections. The
traffic along the highway greatly facilitated further construstion.

Ir the spring of 1934 a road machinery crew errived. This craw brought the following
equipment: 3 heavy 12-foot Americen type graders; 3 light 9-foobt American type graders;
20 power shovels (Baker) with a capacity of 0,75 cublc meber; several plow-type trench
diggers; several road plows and shteam wollars. A1l of the machines were equipped with
tractor power.

The road machinery crew undertoock %o complste the dirt bed road over the remaining lengtt
of the highway with the exception of the stretches where the ground was rocky. The
presence of this crew and an improvement in food supply for the convicis and constructior
battalions, made it possible to complete the highway in 193k,

The administration of the portion of the highway carrying through traffic from Kultuk
to Turte was then transferred to the Operational and Routing Administration under the
Irkutsk Highway Department of the Ezstern Siberia Kray. The section in Mongolia also
came under this direction.

Because the highway stretoh located in Mongolian territory was so short and was
constructed with great speed, it is qulte impossible to form any cpinion on the attitude
of the Mongolian population to the consbtruction project and the people engaged in it.

Additional Lebhor Forces

50X1

In 1933, in order to increase our labor force, a bettelicn of homeless chlldren, collect:
in Moscow, arkived at our construction project. The walfs refuged to do any work. They
ization.
it had bec d

The group wes uade up of children of dlgpossessed rich peasants, children of broken
families, children of wictims of persecution, and children of parents who had been shot
or sent to penal institutions by the NKVD. They were also children of the street,
simply delinguent children, etc. In the summer the children disappesred into the big
cities, lived in sewers and drain pipes, and in basements of wrecked buildings. They
stole and robbed in the city markets for their food. When .the winter came they
migrated southward. Most of them were between 10 and 15 years of age. 50X1

they had been decelved betause they were promised that they

would be taken south to a rich estate where they were fo get good lodgings and excellent
food, andwhere there was a lake, a beach, and boats, They bevolted when they realized
that they were teken eastward. The NKVD guards subdued them by dogs. Each railroad
car had three dogs, one at each end and one in the widdle. When any child stirred, a
fog would Jump &t him. This created a panic. The children calmed down and surrendered
finally on the condition that the dcgs would be removed.

Naturally the homeless children did no work. Wherever they were lodged, stealing begzn.
They stole’ everything they saw, whether they needed it or not. They stole from habit
and for recreation. They stole cattle from the local people, slaughtered 1t in the woedz
ate Lo patiebty, and when there was no cabtle, they went hungry. Unable to stand the
extreme harshness of the living conditions, some of them died. Some ran away bub were
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caught at previously ®elfup wroad blocks. The more clever omes who knew how %o geb
around these danger points disappeared, or perhape became the prey of wiid beasts.
At the insistence of the construction menagement and the local edministration, the
children had to be removed from the construction area.

The M=in Administration of Highways Tinally realized khortage and soon
after the departure of the homeless childre he | were notified
that a normal labor force was being sent This force was designated by the
initials SSHD3 (Highway Construction #3). It turned out that the labor force wes
nothing but & party of "Bytoviki® (petty offenders). W&o country in the world except
the USSR and ita satellites has the kind of criminels known =i "bytoviki®. A man mey
pick up & few ears of grain, or even a few gralns from the fielde after harvest for
his hungry family, and he 1s celled & criminal and rentenced %o 3 or 5 yeare, or even
longer, to & concentration camp. \ these "hytovriki™ upon thelr
a.rrive,l\ easons for thelr punishments. They all eaild the same
"The children colleshad grelin in the fi2lds afber the crops had been gathersd, so I
became a criminal®.

The . laborersarrived btadly weaksned by thelr rbtay iz confinewent and thetr travel.
Bince no living quarters were provided for them s part of the force .was =ettled 1in
helf rulned houses end the remainder in homes from which the NKVD hed removed, the
tenants. After making repairs to the half riined houses » the laborers were found’
so weak thel they could hardly drag themselves around the consbraction project,

The femine of 1933 also affected the construchion projeet, The supply orgenlzations
could not satlsfy our needs., Everyons went hungry inclading the englneers and technical
staff, Party representatives were the only excepblons. They receivad their supplies
Trom specisl distribution agents. The convichs ﬁyﬁowrik_:;] ware the chief gafferers.
Starvation led to scurvy end meny &ied. The whols constriction project became & sgort
of infirmary but without dockors or medicine. 4 local plant 25lled "Ramson®™, eaben

by the local pépulation as & cure for seurvy, did rot help. The engineering and
technlcsl staff had strict orders to shtate bthet thers waz no famine, nc sickness, no
deaths, and that everything wus fine, However, the sltuation obvlously became known

to Moscow and in the fall of 1933 » 8 comulsslon of NKVD represenbatives descended upon
us. It consisted of eight overt members and several coverh mewbers. It is interesting
to note that among the members of the commiszion there was a Pormer engiresr of the
Main Administration of Highweye who was convictel of sa obage, He was under consbant
survelllance of one of the covert agents =nd was conblououzly followed. The commission
investigated the construstion for three weeks and then departed. Obther than the srrests
of the chief of the finence section and the chief of the supply section, no changes
were wade and the famine conbtinued until late in the fall when the supply situation
improved somewhat.,

The Tunkin Velley

The Tunkin valley 1s a narrow strip of land lying between two spurs ol the Sayan Range.
It lies between the villages of Bystrays and Kharsdaban. Through this valley flowed
the rapid and very winding Irkut river., The soll was sgtony and without vegetation
near the villages of Kharadabsn and Mondy. Near Zangizan 1t became wmarshy changing

%o forests. The entire valley was interspersed with light egoils and mud deposits and
was subject to erosion. -

At the 50th Kilometer mark on the highway, in the Tunkin Mountains , was the Arshany
health resort. This resort was widely known throughoub Siberis for producing smazing
results in the curing of kidney disesses. Abous 15 kiloweters from Obrub was another
health resort called Nilova Pustyn' (Nil's Hermitage). It was supposedly discovered
by an ailing monk named Nil. The resort was very primitive. The mein bullding was a
crudely constructed wood frame house with s leaking roof. The inside partitions were of
rough boards with wide cracks in between. There were thres roome s each having a bPath,
which were merely wooden hoxes looking like coffing with rags stuffed in the cracks.
Wood pipes with wood shutoff = ylugs fed strong sulpharcus water £25m nearby springs.
The sulphurous water had tempersturse of 35 s 45, and 55 degrees cenkigrade. Nesr the
wain house there wers four smeil frame residences., This was the enbire vesors, The
medicinal baths were used only by bhe locsl inhabitarts. Despite the amazingly
salubricus propertiszs of the waber 5 the resort wae elosed to the general public hersauss
of ite loczbion in a frontier sres. Adwlusion to the resors was suthorized only by
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3585 1isusd by the NKVD. Approximately 30 additional minsral springs
wérs 1dca¥ed in the vicipity but for the same remson they were not opened %o the
geneyal public, The Papty officials on the construction project used this health
:g'eiséi‘t" congtantly and devoted much time to it, the other employees were too busy with
heir work, .

The population gomsisted of Buryats and Russien Irkubek Qossacks, The Coséacks had
settled along the Mongolian frontier and had been charged with guarding the border.
Arter the Revolution thay were relessed from this duty and replaced by the border
units of NKVD. The Gospacks wers deprived of all their privileges, They were taxed
beyond their abiliyy o pey. COonstently watched, they wevre extremely careful in their
work and sonvergafion, | | the Cossacks received
pértidssion, fyom the regime, to wear yellow stripes on their trousers and caps with a
yellow ‘b,s:,n&.; ‘

The Bu{aﬁg,mmgm@g;ﬂr sgoretive and in general yara dlsinelined to speak oub. However
ving | ;ag fhely penceful way of life, end belng férced to'flese $o"Mengolls:idad Ohina,
they somebimss ypcke frenkly. The Burysts have spiritusl bonds o the laweg. They
resented the cloging of fheir momasteries end the persscutions of Iawelsm, ZIhe Lamas
weys had & great influence on the Buryats and they themselves were subjech to the
suthority of %ge Dslai lema in Tibet, :

A% the foot of %;h; '.’Ef.mkin range; betwaen Kyren and Kharsfeben, lies e sauctusry for
"andatra” rets (miskrats), 17 of which were broughh from the Unifed 8tates,

The pecple of %he Tunkin Valley were carters and hwnters, They were vary willing to
cart gooda into Mopgolia becauss they were permithted to bring back %6 the USSR ecertain
foodstulfs, such as vwhite flour, sugar, tea, vegetabls oil, ebc. which were uncbtainabls
in the locel stores.

The hunting season wes in the late fall, the winter, and a short periocd during the
spring. During the spring they shot wapiil, s form of spotted elk. REarly in Mey
there was always excibement in the hunting villages. It was at this time that the
wapiti shed their horna., The new horns, before they hardsn, wera of great value
(they are called "panty")., The hunter prepared a spoh frequented by the wapiti by
spreeding salt. Just before night the hunter would go to his shack, which was near his
chosen. gpot, and await the wapiti., This was repsabed every night. Despite the
darkness of the nlght the hunters were extremely skilled and shobt the enimsl seeing
only its shadow. The hunting lested about 10 days before the antlers bardened and
lost thelr walus, The"panty® cbtained was taken to purchasing centers and exchanged
for drafys which ensbled the hunter %o receive hunting equipment end cther necessary
supplies. A good panty weighed sbout 7 or 8 kilograms, thus providing & hunter and -
his fawmily with a modest, bub better than average, living for a six-month period.

It was not unusualfor the hunters %o go to the teiga for two or three months o hunt
squirrels, chipmunke, wild cats, lynx, en occasional ssble, welves, wild boars, bears,
and wild goats. The hunbers would exchange the pelts obtained for drafis on special
storsg vhere uncbiainable housshold necessities and bunting equipment could be
purchased. : '

-end-
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