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Physical Chsracteristics and Layoub

2. The city was situabed spproximately 1/2 mile from the Prut River and the bulk
of the city ves east of the Metropolitan Seat Bulldings which were located
on Regedintel Street. The city was located in the pert of Bucovina known
a8 Cermowiti Judeti and was considered the cepital. As & capital it conteined

the Pollowing agencies: The Prefectura of the Judet

/similar to the county

seag s the City Hall; Court of Appeals; the War Council; the 8th Imspectorate
office of %te Gandermi {police); Ordinea Publica (police); the Treasury; the

Chanber of Isbow and the Chamber of Commerce.

3, The city was demaged during World Wer II wostly due to fire seb by the with-

. dreving Soviebs and some destruction from the German forces. The main post
‘office was completely destroyed, as well ae the entire go-called "Post Office
‘Street®, portion of Unirea Place, the water reservoir, and the railroad statlon.
The post office, the waber res 4 several of the larger houses were

50X1 repaired by the municipellity.

‘on.‘ly a very limited

number of new buildings have been erscted.

4, The city was not bullt concentrically, ag Paris is. The mejority of the streets
were narrow and not too strailght. streets were 1it by electric lamps which were
either on poles or attached to the walle of the buildings. The name of the
street appeared on each corner and aiso on each house, House numbers were in

twos with even mumbers on one side and odd numbers on
gtrest, The wost important streets of the city were:

the other side of the
Iancu Flondor which was

located in the cenmbter of the city sbarting at Pigte Unirei., Large stores and

movie houses were situated on this street. The eight

Vanstorl barrack buildings,

high schools, stores, etc. were located on Stefen Cel Mare. The main railroad
station, the water reservoir, &nd geversl small factories were situated on Strada
Garil., The three Graniceri barrack bulldings were located in the southern part

of the city on Strada Cuclur Mare Street.
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Appearances and Types of Bulldings

The Metropolitan Seat Buildings, located on Resedintel Street, were large beautiful
buildings constructed of & rare brick. The bulldings served as the residence of the
Metropolitan of Bucovina and the Orthcdox Theologlcal School. They were briangular
in shape. The post office bullding, located on Postel Street, was a lomg building
bullt of red brick and located on the corner of the street. The Cernowiti Rellroed
Station, "Gara Mare" (the large railrosd) was loested on Garii Street in the
northwestern part of the city. There was a small etation called Gare Mice which vas
Jocated in the esstern part of the city. Both stations were of red btrick. Other
important bulldings were:

A. Cernowltli City Unlversity was located on University Street. It consisted
of at least three large bulldings, all brick painted white, Two additional
large bulldings belonging to the University were located on Cuza Voda Street.
These were of red brick,

B. Court of Appsels Bullding. It wae the seat of the Council of War and the
' building was of brick, painted grey.

C. Prefect®s Bullding was located between Tralan Street end Cuclur Mere Street.
There was a garden in front of the bullding which faced the Ghica Voda
Square., The bullding was situsted in the center of the city.

D. Mihael Eminescu High School was located on Stefan Cel Mare Street. It wes
painted brick.

E. The Hatlonal Theater was locsted in Vasile Alexanfxri Square in the western
part of the city. It was & round building mede of stone,

P. Electrlec Compeny Bullding wae located on Cuza Vods Street in the southwestern
part of the city. This wae a small electricsl compeny and consimted of
gseveral small buildings.

G» The Large Electric Company Building was situated on Calugareni Street in the
northern part of the ecity. It was a lerge white bullding three stories high.

He The Mussun was located on Constantin Brancoveanu Street. It wes greyish-
vwhite In color end had et least four stories,

-I. The Rubber Factory was located on Prutulul Street in the northern part of the
eity. The bullding was of brick before being destroyed by an explosion in
19 "'o

J. The Textile Fastory was located on Prutului Street, in the northern part of
the city. The Pactory consisted of tall buildings made of dbrick,

K. The Incerem Textile Factory - described in Paragraph #1,

L. The Prutul Neil Factory was located on Calugareni Street, The bullding was
made of red brick.

M. The Postavaria Romens Yardgoods Factory was located on Strade Calugareni
Street in the northern part of the city.

K, The 8 Vanatori bsrrack buildings were located on Stefan Cel Mare Street.

0. The 1l Roslori barrack bulldings were located on 11 Rosiori Street. Most
of the bulldings were wade of grey brick, three and six stories in heilght.
The roofe were of slate or tile.

P, The Mayor's Office Building wes located in Plate Unirei.
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6. The importent points of the city were the Heroes® Momment (Monumenbal Ercilor)
located in Pista Unirei; the Statuis lui Mibail Eminescu (Statue of Mihail Eminescu)
on Stefan Cel Mare Street, the Gredine Publics (the public garden) located on Stefan
Cel Mere Street, the Gradins Botanica (the botanical garden), and the Catedrals
orasului Cernowiti (tbe Cernowlti Cathedral) located on Stefan Cel Mare Street.

Te There were over 200,000 residents in Cernowiti (1944), The ethnical minorities were
Jews, Ukraini®¥s, Poles, Germans, and Russisns. Fricilon existed between the Jews
gnd Christians. Of wwmaturalized foreigners in the cilty mostly vere Jews who were
engeged in internationsl commerce. They had specisl restrictions {mposed against them
and had no right to own amy large buildings. There was no ipd.ication of friction
between the ciblzens and the unnsburalized forelgners.

-8, The religion of the residents of Cernmowiti was Orthodox, Hebrew, Lutheran, and Roman
Catholic. Approximately 45% of the inhebitants partlcipated scbively in religious
affeirs. The principal churches were: Cernowiti City Cathedral; Bilseria Sf,
Paraschiva, on Regele Ferdinend Streeb; Roman Catholic Church on Regele Ferdinend
Street; Sf. Micolae Church (Rumenisn Orthodox) on Romens Street; and the Germen
Lutheran Church located on Resedintel Street..

e Of the two railroad stebions, Gara More was the terminsl end hendled passenger tralns.
Both stations handled freight trains which carried most of the wood used by the city
populous for fuel. The main station, Gara Mare (also known as Gara Cernowiti) was
three storles high, greyleh-black In color, and had fifteen tracks,

10, The reilroad to Poland passed through Cermowiti end the fcllowing stations: Iasi,
_Roman, Bacau, and Buchsrest, The rallroad eastwerd towards the USSR pessed through
Hotin and the newest railrcad line crossed the Cexpathian Mountains in Ardeal. The
tracks were standard geuge and the locomotives were sftesm and Diesel, At least four
passenger tralne left Cernowiti daily. The medium speed ‘train, called the *pccelerate®,
paseed through Cernowltl from Bucharest towerds Poland asnd other countries. The
smsller and slower trains celled “Automotoare™ left dally for Storojinet, Cludel,

Siret, etc. The city hed no nsvigation as 1t was situated spproximately 1/2 mile
Prom the Prut River.

11, Thére were two alrports in the city. The large one (known as Cernowitl Adrport) wes
in the eastern pert of the city on Asroportulul Street., It had several cement runways,
one main building, one large hangar, and was circulsr in form. Cities thet were
linked by regulsr pessenger flights were Iasi, Buchavest, Cluj, Oradea Mare, etc.

The smaller alrport, built by the Soviets in 1ok4l, was in the northwestern part of the
city in the area lwmown as Rohasns commume. Tt had one unpaved runwey-end wes circular
in form.

12. Local Trensporlation

Transportation was mainly by means of strsetcars and electric trolley buses., The city
algo hed taxis apd carrisges. A double streetcsyr line ran from Gradins Publica to the
Prut River. Each line had the neme of the street on vhich it travelled as well =8 =
specigl nuwber. The fare was 15 lei and soldiers in uniform were not exempt from
paying feres. Fares (etreebear tlckets) were purchased in the streetcar. The taxis
were ordinsry sutomcbiles with the word "Taxi” printed on each slde. The carriages
were dietinguished by 1ittle oil lsmps. Both served the public ab large and the fare
was debermined by the disbence travelled. It wam customery to tip the drivers.

13, Government snd Adminisbrations

The €ity Hall, located in Piata Unireil, housed the Seat of the City Soviet; the food
rationing center, ard the vitel statistics department (marrisge licenses, birth
certificates, and death certificates). The NKVD had ite headquarters in the
Metropoliten Seat Buildinge. The Cernowiti City Jail (Puscaria) houzed all types

of eriminale. The courts were the Mumieipal Court, the Tribunal Gourt, the Court of
Appesls, snd the Militery Tribunsl Court. There were no concentration camps, all
political prisoners and prisoners of war were taken to other parids of the counbry.
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The 3rd Regiment Graniceri was the security unit located in the éiLy snd served
&8 the eity militia., The militis patrolled in pairs and groups of four's and -
souetines wore. They patrolled mostly $he public buildings such &s the City Hall,
Prefectura, etc. and also had the duly of extinguishing the gas lamps, preventing
thefds, and meinteining quiet. They forced the populaee to ?con.ﬂanély carry
identification cards, probibited . walking on streets after twelve widnight s and
gg.;ﬁ allov meetings of any sort. They also inbensified their patrols dwring the

8pecial peruits and identificaticn cards wers issued at the Police Department, ALL
¢ivilians bed their identification papers imspected regularly at least cmce s year,
vhen the vige was extended, The inhabitants wade their living wostly from industry,
commerce, or public offices.

Indus 'k:;i_.al @mtallu%i@m

The large fachories were privately owned and were; the Incerem Textile Factery which
had spproximately 3,000 workers, the Prutul Nall Fachory (Indus$*ial Sarmei) which had
woré than 1,000 workers, and the Trenaco Textils Factory which had approximately

2,000 workers, The Jucica Bugar Factory, located 1 kilometers from Cexrnowiti, hed
spproximately 2,000 workerz, the Tiva Agricultural Fectory had mors than 1,000 workers,
and the Oil Factory, located 1k kilometers from Csrmowisi, hsd spproximstely 1,000
vorkers, All the factoriss wers dawsged from the retreats of the Soviets end the
Germans,

The following articles were in short supply and were wnder striet ration; fat, oll,

sugar, bread, flour, and coffee, Ration cards (Cartels), issued monthly, were used

%o obbain the restricted artitles. 011 could be bought only on the black merkst and
vhen the opsrators of the black market were caught, Shey had their gosds confiscated
and were exposed %o fines,

Local enterprise had the right to rscruld labor. Ths requirsmsnts were identification
vapers and natiomallty papers. Workers were free to lock for employwent bub were
cbliged to nobify $he factory 1k days prior to their departure. The Chamber of Labor
was a gtate institublon which locked after the welfars of the workers, even jhough

in effect 1% 414 not do %oo much for them. The workers had social security (asigurante
sociala) which took cars of them in the event of pickness, accidents, ebc. Wages were
net regulabed or stabilized.

approximately five per cent of the populage were
TIE1E (WEmbers and Sympathizers).

Affer the Soviet ocoupstion certain Commmnist newspapers sppeared such as “Adevarul
Bolsevic” which was in the Rumsnian longuage. There were also newspapers printed in
Russilen.

The lecal radlo stations were locafed in Horecea commme epproximstely 1% kilometers
northeas$ of Cermowiti, While under Rumenian leadership, the radio stations broadcasted
programs consisting mostly of mmusic, news, ard a few commercial announcements. Under
the Germen end Soviet occupations, only propegends was broadcasbed. Radlo programs
were heard mostly ¥hrough loudspeskers and only sbout 20% of the populstion had radios
in thelr homes. However, they could be easily purchased. Tuning in to foreign
brogdcagts was complebely forbidden during war time. Anyone caught listening %o
foreign broadcasts was punished by impriscnment.

I% was never %oo difficuly for one %o ¥ind dwelling places in she city. Usually "for
rent” notices sppesred in the windows of homes that had vacsmeies, Dwellings, either
in the center of %the cily or on $he cudskirts, were easily cbhsinsble, In %he event
that the govermment wae %he party renting something %o a person, them onme had %o go

%o the City Hell. The only explanation mecessery for s shrenger reoming inkoc the city
wes the excuse of finding work for maimbenance of his family,
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. Living Conditions o . o
23. The ¢i%y had three large hotels; the Pajura Neagra in Plate Unirel in the center of
fhe city, the Hotel Paris locabed on Regele Terdinand Street a§ the corner of Strads
Romana, and the Hotel Burops which was used only by people of means or officers of

she afmy. These hotels were four or five stories high. There were also several smaller
hotels in the cify.

24, 7In private residences up %o three persons lived in one room. The rooms had water,
toilets, and some with showers were avallable. 411 she rooms had electricity -and
the cocking renges either used wood or were elsciric. The private homes were '
tirnighed well encugh and contained sofas, tsbles, chairs, and dressers as wvell as
obher articles. Walls of the homes wers usiially paimted. Despite the seemingly well
provided facilities, bed bugs, fleas, mice and rats were prevalent. _

25, QCernowisi University was She largest educational insbifubion. Tt hed eolleges of lav,
theology, engineering, médicine, liberal arbs, and music. There Were also mauy trade
schools as vel;l. as high schools and grade schoolg.

26. There were six movie houses that showed American, Rumanian, Germen, French, and other
film&o ‘

2T7. Cernowiti bad the following hospitals; the Central Hospifal which consisted of six
or seveh large buildings, the Women's Hospital which consisted of one large buillding,
three stories high, the Eye Hospital, the Psychiatric Hospital, and %the Military
Hospital. ALl the hospitals were accessible fo every individual and both insured
shd non-ineured perscns were received. The City Cemetery was located beyond the
Horecea commune, All the suburbs had thelr own cemeteries.

28, The Military Units stationed in the city were; the 8th Regiment of Vanatori (Rumanian
Army); the 1lth Regiment Rosiori located at 11l Rosiori Street, the"4th Piomeri Regimeiit
vhich was located on Petru Rares Street, the 3rd Regiment Graniceri which was located
on Ciciur Mare Street, and the 4th Regiment of Janfeymi vhich was located on Schiller
Bbreet,

29, Measures were %aken by civil defense training in case of war known ae "Aparares
Pasiva® (Passive defense), Every person was obliged to learn certain things in case of
war. am —

@i
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