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Q.

3.

Agriculiures
of“the interior of China in beauty, body, taste and size.

Most of the agricultural products of Sinkieng are superior to those
The most outstanding
and renown are its fruit, particulerly grapes (le,dy-finge_rs), watermelon and
cantaloupe. The main agricultural areas of Sinkiang ere in the vielnlt of Kuldja
(Ining), Suiting, Manass (Suilai), Urumchi (Tihwa), Chuguchek (Tahcheng), Sharasume
(Chenghwa), Turfan, Hami (Qomul), Agsu (Akosu), Kashgar (Shufu), Yarkand (Seche)
and Khotan (Ho‘uienj. Turfan is femous for 1ts grapes and carries on a large export
business in raisins. The rice growing ereas of Sinkiang ere in Suiting, Wusu, Manass,
Urumchl end Aqeu. Cotton is grown extensively throughout the southern regions of |
Sinkieng and raw silk is the main product of most southern Sinkiang towns, especially
Yangi Shahr (Shuleh), Yarkand and Khotan.

In the Ili Region, beceuse of its excellent climate and scil and because it is completely
sheltered from high winds all known types of grain orops, vegetables and frult irees
are grown with exeellent results. After 7 Nov 44, when this reglon became a part

of the East Turkestan People's Republic (EIPR), Soviets experimented and were
succeassful in introducing the mulberry tree (shelkovitsa) into the area and the
development of a silk worm which would thrive in this comparatively damp region.

50X1

The meln types of crops grown in the Ili and Urumchi Reglons of Slnkiang
\ in 1947, were the following. They are listed according ...
to the proportlon of land devoted to each cropt

Szep Average Yiald per Hectars Avproxe Price ner  puds

a. Wheat 100 to 110 puds, 90 puds ia 5,000 EIPR rubles
considered very poor.

b. Barley 60 to 150 puds, in the Ili
Region it is ususlly around
150 puds.

Cs Corn

120 to 150 puds. 2,000 *® 0
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d, Sunflower
‘ , . 50X1
e. Alfalfa’ : When alfalfe is first planted, barley
‘ or millet is also planted to give it
- shade. 1lst year - two cuttings, each
80 to 90 puds, 2nd year - two cuttings,
each 150 to 200 puds, 3rd year - three
cuttings, each 400 to 600 puds. This
yield continues for at least 3 years
more, then starts to decline. On 8th
or 9th year an alternate crop is
planted for diversification practices.
f. Millet 8,000 ETPR rubles
g. Oats Extremely low 2,500 ¥ "
h. Rice 12,000 * "
i. Kaoliang

Jje Potatoes

k. Misecellaneous vegetables. such as beans, peas, tomatoes, cucuinbérs, eggplant, etc.

1. Flax
Me HSe‘s“ame
L n. Cotten . . s S e et U

4s The Sovi.e‘ts ha.d no, oz' very little,lni‘luence on Sinkia.ng e.gricul’c,ure. They'

+ brought_only a handful of tractors and other mechenized .farm equip*nent. inte the
province and although experimental farm stationg were maintained by thew in
Urumchi, Kuldja, Chuguchak end Sharasume, these were very smpll and -hed no
influence on locel agricultural practices. Sinkieng farmers felt that they

- . knew:far more .abput local agricultural problems than did -the Soviet agricultural

- advigors. Therefore, farming in Sinkiang, in 1947, was belng carried on in
the same menner and by the seme implements as it had been hundreds of years. ago.

. 5. Iand: There was no collectivization of farm land in either Sinkiang, or in the ggyq
. ETPR, in 1947. During the relgn of
Governor ts 33 3}, in Sinkjang and after 7 NWov 44, in
the ETPR, tens of .thousands of peoples were thrown into prison, declared an
enemy of the State and their land and other. possessions confiscated by the
. govermment. This land was then rented to other farmers. Normally, most land
in.Sinklang can only be acquired through inheritance. The Moslems never sold
land beceuse it was against their religion to do so and the Chinese were simply
hesitant to sell. Therefore most farmlend was owned by old locel families and
native Moslem princes. who rented.their vest land holdings to farmers. It was,
however, a locel custom to permit both farmers and city dwellers to purchese
gmell percels of land upon which their home and compound would be located. Thus,
a fe.rmer, in most cases, would own a small tract of land upon whlch his house
stood, but would rent the surrounding land which he was cultivating. There &re,
. however, vast areas of land througheut Sinkiang which, for reassens of lecation,
. rough terrain, poor soil, lack of water, or any other of & number of reasons,
have not been claimed by anyone and are open to homesteading. 50X1

6. Zrriuation: ﬁ—l—d_%a low-cost irrigation and water conservation
progran could be developed in Sinkiang and would result in en unlimited expansion
of cultivable land. Millions of hectares are presently awaiting the energles
of man to convert them into fertile, farm land. This could be accomplished by

damming the innumerable mountain rivers and streams and then piping the water
where it is needed. This precious water is now wasted by being allowed to rush
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down (the year around) from the high snow-capped mountains to the desert lowlends
and there to immediately disappesr below the earth's surface. Just as an example
of whét. can be done with the existing water supply, for the full length of the
road from Yarkand to Khotan there is a man-made underground water duct with
openings three kilometers apart, which is supplied by a meuntein stream. This
weter duct was lined with stone and briok some centuries age and -has been the
only source of water (cool and sweet) for travellers who pass through this dry
desert region. Virtually the entire province of Sinkieng could blessom forth
into a rich agricultural area if only these mountain rivers were utilized. This
applies not only to the vast areas of land whick 1ie both north and south of the
Tien Shan Renge, but also to the areas south of the Altel Range, east of the
Muztegh Alte Range and north of the Kunlun and Astin Tagh Renges. Even during

the extremely hot swumer months these rivers are supplied by the melting snows  50X1
and do not dry up. In summer days most of these rivers cen easily be waded

across by humans, whereas towards nightfell they are replenished by the melting
snows and become so deep and fasgt that even horses cannot cross them without being
carried away. Thus, | Sinkiang has vest possibilities
a9 an egricultural reglon. It must, however, be remembersd that Sinkiang has a
total area of 705,769 squere milesj yet ln 1946 its totel population was under
four million, one~third of which live in the citles and the balance are predomlnently
pastoral nomads.
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7. The following are the only Sinkiang lrrigation and water conservation projects
of any consequence, | . R

av A water conservetion and irrigation project was completed by the Soviets,
. prior to 1943, sbout 30 kilometers east of UVrumchi., The exact locatlon is
the pesk of the Bogdo Ula Mountain which 1s an anclent volcano. On the
north side of the crater is Bogdo Ula Lake, This large lake was enlarged
« to approximately four times 1ts normal size by dynemlting its spillway to
- the north and constructing a dam thers. The water from this dem wag then
+ .. chenneled to irrigate an ares narthedst of Urumechi,: din the vicinkty “of Fukang.

Ty ‘Aboq.tio kilometers south of Urumehi s cenel was butlt from the Kuerhchilo Ho
" (River), rumning through the velley to the eagts -Another cenal, whieh starts
at the Kuerhehilo Ho, about seven kilometers nerth- of ‘Hrumehi, was built to

- run in & northwesterly direction and ultimately connedt-with the Changeil -

Ho-(Hiver}, Approximately half- the length of this cansl (the-half closest

to Vrwiehi) was lineéd with brick and stone. All of ‘the above méntioned - =
cenals are some four feet deep and elght to ten feet wide.
es | |emell.irrigation projects were belmg planned, in-1947, in the

vicinity of the town of Agsu, and somewhere along the Kash River +in the @ 350X1

111 Reglou. ‘ o o

8. Liveatock: - The different typés of Livestock raised in Sinkiang arer "

8. ‘Shegp: The majority of livestock raited in Sinkiang are a local Central
" Aslan weed of sheep, small in size and having fat-tails. The most populear
- mpea for ralsing this breed of sheep are the Altal prairles. Their
eppendege 1s: broad aud flat instead of long end ‘round and is an adeptation
%o the rigerous life of the steppes. During the months when the pastures are
- good *the sheep 'stére up f4t in their tails. I heve seen thew welghing elght
{0 ten pounds-and in'the fall heve seen talls so heavy that they were half -
- Twokea off,  Shopherds acuetimes rig up litile carts, for their prize shéep,
 “which the enimsls drag elong behind to hold up their fat-heavy “tedlls. I
. 'gouthern Sinkieng, south of the Tlen Shan Range, & different breed of sheep
ie raised. This breed is twice the size of the Central Asien sheep and has
. leng-round taeile -and long wool. 3Both breeds are priuerily relséd for thelr
" mutton and hides; and not their wools : R
b. Horgess Moat Sinkleng horses are of & ‘locel breed generally referrsd to as
Kazakh Asistic horses, This breed is short and extremely sure-footed and
therefore very satlefactory for travelling over -the rugged texrain of Sinklang,
end as & dreft horee, Another breed, which was more popular than the Kazakh
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Asiatic herse and also much more &xpensive, was the Ul Duz horse; - This
~hérse was or:.glna.uy bred by & wealthy Mongel prince whose territery lies-
throughout: the Tien Shan Range, between Kuldja and Urumchi. This herse is
a8 cross betwéen the Kazakh Asiatic and the Arabian breeds. It is by far
the most superier and prized breed in Sink:.a.ng, being the fastast; most
durable, sure-footed and certainly the most beautiful.

cs ‘,Iﬂm,kz *A small local breed oi‘ donkey.
o de o Malegs A tall, black breed oi‘ mule which is bred a.nd highly prized by the
' Tungans. :

e.' Qaumgls: The Bactrian cemel, whose ns:bive home is Central Asis., :Le bréd in

" large quantities in Sinklang, since this province has had to rely on' them
for carryimg on trade and travel both within the province and with other
points in Chine. ' .The Bactrian camel of Sinkiang has two humps, -is short«
legged -and grews a long, thick winter coat which it sheds in messes in
the spring, ~This camel's wool is then utilized within the province in
the padding- of winter clothes and blankets, in the ma.king of fel'b :Ecr
the na'b:.ve yurts (tent with a conical rooi’s, etec.

£, ,gg_a;g A loca,l breed of goat, which is pr:.marily a milk produ.cer, is

\ “bred extensively in Sinkiang., Goatts milk is much more pcpulax- in Sinkia.ng
: then t;ow*e 205 N IR ng 's -milk 1s consumed only by the small Ezssia.n ‘popu-

. latm M *ihﬁ @?Wm@» S ) . ; i

g _Q_gug: Only the Russian population of Si.nkiang breed cows - which are all
of -local Agiatlie stock. A few Swiss mileh cows; however, were brought
into Sinki.a.ng for breeding pu.rposes in the late 1930s. - - ‘4,

h. Plgg: The number of pigs raised in Sinkiang is very amall This is due
to the religion ef the majerity of the population, Mohaﬁnneda.niemg which
forbids 1ts followers to eat perk, Therefore; only the Ghinese ‘

- Ruasians of Sin.kiang raiee pigs for 'hheiv own neoda. - WA

i, Qgeg: Oxen are enly r&iaed., :Ln small quantities, in the D.i Regien ef
Sinkia.ng. . , ‘ "

9. Jlaxes: Ts.xes in Sirﬂciang s.nd 'bhe ETPR were: oolleoted by the regiaml t&x
collectorss They were then tranemitted to the Tax Divisien.of the Provincial
Finanoe Commission.

O |
8¢ Jerms The farmera were' z‘oqu.:.rsd to daliver a eerta.in pwcente.go of.' each
arep to & govermment warehouse. The land tax was peid in eurrency, based
‘on the tax collector's appraisel of the land. Aa mentioned previously,
. © . few fearmérs owned their own land. ~

be Llveglock: As most livestock bresding in Sinkiang is ocarried on by
pastoral nomeds, the elder of each tribe wes held respensible for collecting
the texes {roum members of his tribe and then accounting te the reglonal
tax collector., The elder of a tribe is called an Ak Sakel (grey beard)
‘and onge & year the whole tribe would ueet at his "yurt® village, bringing -
‘ell of thelr herds with them. The Ak Sakal would then count ~_thes.r herds
© and oonflsecate a certaln percentage of each familyts herd., He would then
‘ourn thls cattle over to the reglonal tex eollec“cor. :
Ca Wﬂl IIerehants and others who are.ln business fcr themselves i.n
Sinklang ere required to purshass a business licenss, which hes to be
rensWed each yesrs The price of the license 1s based on the previous -
yesr's voluue of businese. The tobtal volume of business done by & fimm,
or store, puts it in one of four categories of bueiness (1st, 2nd, 3rd or
«  4th grede). Since accounting recerds are not kept in this part of the
world, 1t 1ls completely up to the owner of the business to be. truthful
in hls yearly verbel deslaeration to the losal tax eollegtor, If the tax
eollector hae any doubts as to the.accuracy of & deelaration, he assigns
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& tax investigetor to watch the dsily volume done by that business and
Af his doubts are confirmed, a heavy fine is imposed. A fine cannot be -
appealed and must be paid immediately. A person first going into business
must estimate the volume of business thet he expects to do during the first
year and his license fee (tax) is based on that figurey .If his business
does .no meet with his expectations; he receives no refund. However, 1f
his volume of business exceeds his estimate, then he must pay the
« difference between the fee that he has already paid and the fee that is
required of a higher "grade" license.

P - end -
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