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2, Peat fuel is a very important factor in the Soviet economy. Thousands of
factorles, both large and smell, wuse peat fuel. For instance, slmost the
entire textile industry of Moscow, Ivanovo, Yercslavl, and Kelinin use peat
fuel.. Part of Leningrad Oblast also uses peat fuel. All of the lerge electric
power stations in Moscow Oblsst (such as "Shatura” end the power transmission
plant imeni Klagscn) used pest fuel producing hundreds of thousands of kilo-
watts of electric power for the so-called "Moscow Ring™. The Kashira Electrie
Power Station, which aleo supplied electric power to the Moscow Ring, used coal

produced nesr Moscow.

3. Peat cccupies a very important place in the fuel balance of the USSR. It ranks
third in the smount of consumption. (Coal ranks lst, mezut second, fire wood
fourth, oil shele fifth, and cother fuels sixth.)
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6. A large starch and molasses plent is located in the north Caucasus near the city
of Armavir. Its neme is “Kuhporok" and besides producing sterch and molasses it
keaps (for ‘fatiening) 6,000 head of cattle which are supplied to the army. This
factory also produces galetes (s specisl kind of hard biscult mede of wheat flour)
for the Red army.

T. Peat is utilized in the USSR not only as fuel but also for fertilizer, barn litter,
peat pots for vegetshle reieing, in construction a8 peat imsuletion, snd in metal-
lurgy. Peat coke iz burned out of peat and is used for smelting high-grade steel.
Not every kind of peat is sultable for coking, only the moss hill peat which is
well Qeccmposed. 1t holds together; is humified, end has & minimum ash content
of 0.5 = 0.5 per cent.

8. Pest is coked in the Red'kinskiy pest coking plant located at station Red‘kinc on
the Nikolsey - railrosd line between the towns of Il'ino and Kelinin. Coke
manufactured there is shipped by rail to the Kosga Gora metallwrgical plent near the
town of Tules, where high quality steel is smelted. CObviously, this steel gres
to the Tuls munitions plant. Other peat ccking plants are at Mazyuovskays., peat
mine near the city of Leningred, and in the Urals cities of Zlstoust and Chelyabinsk.
Prior to 1941 there were uno other peat coking plants; now obviously thers are many
of them in Mcscow, Leningred, Ivanove Oblaste onthe middle Volga, and in the
Urals., Thers were no peat coking plaats in the Ukraine because of no mess hili
-peeat bogg. The bottom peet found in the Ukraine is unfit for coking.

9. The very lsrgest peat bog is locsted in the Kalinin Oblast on the right bank of
the Volga River. This bog is called Orshinsgki Mokh. Its area is L1,0C0 hecteres;
average depth of the turf depdsits is 3.75 meters; and the volume of the deposits
of crude peat iz estimated to be millions of cubic meters. This bog belonge to
the intermediste type. It hasz both hill and bottom peet sections. That is, its
peat can be used for the production of fusl, briguettes, coke, and in the construc-
tion and agriculture business. This peat body has been surveyed in detail and the
plan of organization of peat production is drawn. The best englneers and scientific
workers, including the thermotschnician Professor Remizin, participated in working
out that plan. According to the plan; en industrisl combine including the following
enterprises iz to be built: (a) a2 large electric power supply station for the elec-
trificetion of the entire Nikolasy railway line from Moscow to Leningrad for the
organization of electrical plowiug in the adjolning oblasts of Kalinin;, Moscow,
snd Yaroslavl and for the transmiszsion of eleectric power to the Moscow and Gorki
(Nizhni =Novgorod § ring; (b) a purificstion coke chemicel plant with the most
modern technical equipment; and {¢) a peat briguette plant with briguettes to be
used as fuel by esteblishments snd residentisl bulldings in the city of Moecow,
Kalinin, Wizhni -Novgorod, and a series of small towms on the Volge.

10, It i1z possible that by now a complete technical plan for the uwtilization of this
. bog has been prepered and that the ebove-mentioned enterprises are swaiting turns

to be orgenized and constructed. However, while drawing up the assigmment for the
plan, a technical difficulty was discovered. This peat bog 4id not lend teelf
to natural drainage becsuse the Volgs River, which received the drainage; had a
height index of surveysd water horizon higher than the bottom on the bog. Drainage
is still possible, however, by means of mechanicel pumping with powerful pumps
instelled in various paxrts of ths bog.
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11l. This peat body was very important because all the colliected survey materlals were
kept very secret by the Spets Odel of the then NKVD. The plans were given for the
day to people working on it. A receipt hed to be given and the plans were returned
during the night and kept under lock. This peat body project was kept a secret. In
case of war this Orshinski - Mokh could be exploited and supplement the insufficient
fuel resources if main sources of fuel were cut off or destroyed. Main sources are

Donbas: coal and Bsku oil.

- end -
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