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6. The main highways \ [See Enclosure (4)/ were 15 to 18 feet wide
and trucks could pass each other easily. These roads were of gravel, mixed
with clay, ‘and were graded end well dralned. Small bridges and most of ‘the 25X1

culverts were made of log wood, although there were some culverts of conerete.
The maintenance of these roads had been teken care of by the Finnish Army.
Materisl for roed cona'bruction, such a8 gravel or sand, was avallable along the

roedways. These roads, .7 . . . except > during the rainy season in the
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gpring aad f21l, were useable for all types of traffice

The secondary motorr roads leading to the mailn bighways from the adjacent heavy-
forested areas were few and far between. They were mere paths, showing no grad-
ing and 1ittle use; most of these secondary roads could not be used fbr heavy
traffic or for motor vehicles. : .

The Murmansk to Leningred rallrosd, as well as the railroad west from Suoyarvi

to Finland, was single-tracked and wideé-gauged., The roadbeds were of sand and
gravel, and wooden tilee were used. There were railroad sidings constructed in
the larger towns. All equipment on these railroads was Finnishs 411 of the USSR
equipment had been evacuated to the south and southeast.

It weas the plam <f the retreating Soviets: .o evacuate all the people who lived
east of the Finnish-USSR border. Many of those of Fimnish extraction and others
who ghowed oppesition to Communism had been moved into the interior prior to 1939.
The retreat was so sudden that 20 to 25% of the population was left behing and
most of those whe were left behind were ¢ld people or small children. The peo~
ple in the area were about 50% Russien and 50% Karelian,, and a few Communist-
Finnish families who had moved into the .area after World War L., There were two
lenguages spoken, Russian and Karelian '(Finnish). Most of the ople f@p
to 35 years were¢ Communists and were not friendly but bitter The”
olé._erﬂpe:ople'génerauy maintained their independence &nd rather enjoyed

presenée.  Much of this condition could be traced to 'the fadt that these older
pedplé had seen hundreds of their own people taken by the ‘USSR and put into labor
canips or “forcdd into the Soviet army; and thet when the’ proper time presented’
itself, they showed their bitterneds towards the Soviets, ,
THe “terrain of this-whole area was similar to the terrain found in Finland, west
of the border, It was rolling country with an cccasional large hill, dotted

with numerouvs lakes of various sizes, and fast-moving creeks and small rivere,
many. of ‘which were jammed with logs which were on their way to the saw mills down-

stream: Everywbere were dense forests’ of spruce -and pine. .

There was flshing ih the various: 1ak§'s » but the cstches were used for loeal con-
sumption. Wild life in this ared cohsisted of birds, bears, elk and deer, which
were plen’bifu_l-« S k : C '

;

Small rurd, settlements, consisting of from 10 %o 20 bulldings, were located a%

© various distances from 20 to 30 miles apart albhg the main highvays. Occasional-

ly-a single house with a small ¢learing would show up along the highwaye. More
than half of  the dwellings were’ empty. = N :

An’ occesionalr small plece of landwb.s bleared out of the forests and used for
growing vegetables and greins, mbstly potatoes s barley, ocats and wheat. There
was ¥ reforestation, .

Nearer to the larger towns, farms of from 40 to 60 acres were tilled, Thesa fe ms
had’a few dairy cows, hogs and sheep, which grazed upon the' native grasses of thia
area, and,weré used only for local copsuiptions. The growlng peried in this area
is from 90 tp -one-hundred deys, and the,qus.lity end quantity of crops coimpares
with those raised inreast Finland, - '

The soll in this area wes = sandy leam, with patches of gravel. It was tilled

with old machinery, using small native horses.

Winters are very cold in this erea end last from October through Aprile. The tem-
pératures in Deéember; Januery end February, often fall as low as =500, During
the -menths “of dune, July and August, thelr sumser, the temperatures are comfor-
table and go-'as high as 80° during the daytime, although the nights are cocl.

SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

Approved For Release 2009/07/15 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200250010-0

25X1

25X1



1T

185

19

2l.

226
23,

2k,

25,

264

e o

Approved For Release 2009/07/15 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200250010-0

SECRET/SECURTTY . INFORMATTON S

..

A typieal home Wwas one-gtory h:f.gh, congtrudted with an exterior of elther rough
lumber or logs, and an interior finish of elther wooden boards or rough plaster.
The houses bed ro baséments, and ‘shinglés wete used for the roéfe The houses
usuelly comtained two bedrooms, a Jiving-room, and ‘& combinatlon Kitchen and’
dining;-rgom, Other buildings associated with the home usdally had the same
exterior as the houses

The nnly industry with exportable produr"cs in-this érea was that of 1ogging, with
sriall saw-m1lls located in’ various townse At Kondopoga, there were two saw

mills and sne pulp mill, although these were not operating|

Prior to World Wer IIL,; these wood- products ‘were - shipped by ralil south and east
to the ‘more populated areas.

Each district had 1ts owm haspite.l, but nearly all the personnel had been em-
usted leaving ovly a few old people to lock after the sick. Each district also
had 1ts own public health gystem, but 1ts personnel was not well traineds Oniy
1in the larger towns was, there a doctors The Public Health Hospitals, as well as
‘tHé schools were teken over 'by the Finnish personnel of the Finnish mili‘ta;w
governmonte . ; .

The pre«ailing digeases in the ai'ea'werel those common to the lungs and throa.t’,
tuberzulosis and dysentery. In 1943, in the Petrozavodsk area, there was a
gerious typhold epidemics There was very little venersal disease, The personal
hygiene of the natives was very. gooa. they followed their old custom of taking
steam baths. Many of them had theéir own private steam-bath house, and the vil-
lages and towns hed public steam-bath houses.  In the summer of 1943, there

were some cases of malaria; the cause of same waa thaced.to the mosquito, a epecies
knovn a8 a.nopheles maculipennise ‘The patients were treated with quinine nnd. soon
recavered‘ ' ‘ ' ’

With ‘the exce;ption of the people of the eity of Kondopoga., which in normal <imes
Had 8 popula‘bion of elght thousand; no other towns or villages had a munici
water Bystem. Usually they ook their water fiom lakes or springs,

depertment J.a.belecl 1t a8 safe.

There wes a large hydroelectris: pla.nt at Krmd.opcga., alsc, uhich furnished power
end light te the nearby villagess
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Gar‘oa,ge dispéaaal was ha.miled by private vollection, garbage was dumped in an area outaide

of the village _L‘lmits where 1% m left to rel‘..

In the la.rgrhr towns, there were Greelk Orthodox churches » and these were falthful-
Jy attended by the ul.dez' folks. The younger people being Communists did not
“a’o‘ben& church. The influence of Commanism was noticeable in most- of the homés,
dhu‘i‘uhPB Jand in a.l.‘l, schools, where' signs such as “Sta.lin, our Father and Saviter®
were poatecl ih wonsplcious places.

:School bome were written in bvoth “the Fin.nish and Russian J.e,ngua.ges, and
Bcine sﬁhool textbooks the:t were prin'bed in Ruasia.n type, but written :Ln 't;he

Firmis’o. I:a.nguage.

The natives ex\ter'bained themselves , mach "A&s E in Finland in the rural areas,
by group gatherings, where folk-dancing and singing were done. The songs were

0ld Kareliam songs, which have been the theme for many| | Finnish-songs.
Dancés slso were similer to the folk darces in Finland.

SR . ‘- end -
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