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LATION OF 178 COMTENTS TO OR MECKIPT BY AN UNAUTYHORIZEE PeRiON I

FROMIBITED BY Law. THE REPAODUCTION OF THIS FORM 18 FROKIBITED.

Number dn Sinkisngs The Chinese population of Sinkleng, sccording to a 1941 survey,
numbered 202,239, or & littis over 5.4% of the total population. To d:50X1-HUM the
Chinese from the Moslem Ghines=, the Turgans, the Chinese in Sinklang. are called Han
and the Tungans Hui., -
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R BB D2R 0 b BA T 8085  The firet record of Chinese penetration into the
erea which le nocw called Sinkleng (New Frontier) was acoomplished by a Chinese nchle,
Chang Chien, mors than a sentury bafore Christ. He was sent to spy out the secrets
of Heiwyu (Western Territory) by Emperer Wu-ti of the Han Dynasty. Out of the one
bundred men that acsompanied Chang on this mission only two men returned. From that
time on, however, contsct with Esimyu was never entirely ceased, The Chinese in
Sinkiang have Intermitiently figursd anmcng the important population groups of that
ares; but not as colonizere who displaced the native population., In between the
periods of their ascendansy ithey remained an slien minority, made up of traders,
professional soldiiers and criminal exiles, The first two categories, in most cases,
could not leng besr the alisn surrcundings of Sinklang and returned to their homeland
or dissppeared in savags Moslem messscres. Thoss that could not return to their
homelands, the sxiles, built walled oities and were in time jolned by their countrymen
who were driven from the sentrael provinces because of a shortage of sgricultural land.
As these exiles incressed in number others found it easler to remain in Sinkiang and,
in the course of time, the Chineso population inoreased, From the time of the first
Chinese penetration, and especially during the Manchu rule, Sinkiesng was used as a
land to which both political and criminel exiles were banlshed,

In the Sinkiang war of 1862 %o 187/ the great Hunanese genersl Tso Chung-t'ang led
his forces across the deserts to suppress the revolt of the Moslems, led by Yakub Beg.
The troops of General Tsc wers composed mainly of men from Hunan and scme from Hypeh,
Since land in these provinees wae scarse, some of his troops remained in Sinkiang
after the completion of the campaign. Some became landowners and officials in the
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provincial goverament, in which they exercised such dominating influence that
Sinkieng became known as a "Hunanese colony"”. General Tso's expeditionery
force was mccompanied by large numbers of Tientein merchants who sold to the
army en route and.then ssttled down in Sinkiang., Often they perished by the
way, sometimes they were robbed and murdered, but the instinct of trade
triumphed over every difficulty. They were later Joined by their families,

so that Tientsin traders soon appsared throughout the urban centers of Sinkiang.
Once the traders had opened up the country, migration on a lerger scale bagan.
Kensu, Shensi, Shansi, Szechwsn were cvercrowded and the surplus population
slowly flowed to the west.

During the rule of Governor Yang Tseng-hsin (1911 to 7 Jul 28) many of hisg fellow
provincials from Yunnan came to Sinkiang to get aboard the "gravy train®, Despite

' this fact, his seventeen years of reign were referred to in Sinkiang as "The Period

of Golden Rule". During this period Sinkieng became known, in other parts of Chins,
as "The Eerthly Paradise®. After the assassination of Governor Yeng, Chin Shu~jen
became Governor of Sinkiang {7 Jul 28 to 12 Apr 33) and was followed by men from
Kengu, Later some 10,000 Chiness troops from Manchuria, interned in Siberia

when they had retreated after fighting against the Japanese, were repatriated

by the Soviet Unlen to Sinkiang after General Sheng Shih-tsai, & native of Manchuria,
became Governor (12 Apr 33 to 2 Sep 44). Governor Sheng's reign of terrar sud
oppression ended when he was replaced by Wu Chung-hsin (2 Sep 44 to July 1946).

In thls year refugees from the Honsn famine wers transported into Sinkiang and
setiled on land that was expropriated from the Kazskhs, Governor Wu was replaced
by General Chang Chib-chung (July 1946 to 31 May 47). The next Governor of
Sinkiang was Messud Ssbri (31 May 47 to December 1948), the first "mative® Governor
of Sinkiang, He was & Uighur leader whose Chinese name is Mesu Wu-teh. Messud
Sabri was replaced in December 1948 by Burkhan Shahidi, a Russian Tatar whe had
been & men of influence in Sinkleng since Taarist times.  He was Goveraor cn

29 Sep 49 when Sinkiang made & formal declaration of adherence to the Communist
regime; In the last years of the Kuomingtang mule in Sinkiang there ware over

100 thousand Nationulist troops staticned thers. '

ngu, The majority of Chinese in Sinkiang speak the Mandarin dialect of the
~ Chinese language. Apart from the official class; the Chinese in Sinkiang appear
to be no less 1lliterate than those in the rest of China. '

, ¢ The Chinese in Sinkiang have remained Buddhists and in ‘that respsct
havé three other mincrity "races® as thelr allies. the Manchus; -8ibos and Salons.
These four peoples sre all CGonfucian-Buddhist-Taoist in religion and humber
214,601 people, or 5.7% of the total pepulation. The Mongols, who ars Lama
Buddhists, totel 63,018, or 1,5% of the population. The White Russiana, who are
Gresk Orthodox, total 13,408 pecple and oomprise only .36% of the population.
The Mohammedans, on the cther hand total 3,439,024, or 92.22% of the total

; population of Sinkiang. ‘

m; 'Th,e Chinese in Sinkiang have ratained their customary manner of dress
axd do not dress there any differently than they do in the large coastal eities.

Sengentrationss Since the Chinese are a very small minority in Sinkiang they

do not constitute a majority population in sny given area of the province. The
Chinese culture in Sinkiang, however, centers around Urumchi (Tihkwe); the capitel.
There are also large numbers of Chiness in mest northern citles; especially Hami
(Qomul), Kuchengtze (Kitai), Kuldja (Ining) and Chuguchak (Tahoheng). South of
the Tien Shan range thers ars very few Chiness; only a handful residing in esch
of the major citles. 4An accurats method by which to determine if there are
Chinese residing in any Sinkiang oity, or village, is to learn whether there is

& brevery or pork butcher's shop thers. o

Riallingas The Chinese 1ive elther in farmsteads scattered . in the fields or .
in apeartments which range along the narrow streets of ossis towns and cities.
Their houses ere constructed of mud and brick and are very much like those of
the Uighurs, with the exception that the roof 1s flat and projects beyond the
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. walls and‘ they do mot have chimneys, - The Chinese in Sinkiang useé coke'in

- thelr in-deor; shallow, open pits which are used for codking and also in the
++ Mkang®, . The kang is-a-large, low, flat, brick furnace which is covered with
-+ ‘niud -and ‘strew matting and used by all the members of the family to sleap upon.
- There is usually no furniture in the single~rocm house, the floors belng covered
- wilth straw matting. . - . . : . R

8. ' Eating Habits: The Chinese are considersd, by the other peoples of Sihkiamg,
_88; extremely light:eaters. Their diet consists of 80% ceresl,. 10% meat ‘and
o, 10% vegetables. The foods that they eat are identical to those eaten by Chinese
"% | in other provinces. . , . )

‘9. Qocupaiionss  All the Chinese who came to Sinkiang were industrious te begin
- with; however; with increasing prosperity some of the exiles fell Victias of -
-~ the opium habit. Those from Shensi, Skansi and Kensu are sald to be most addiet
Yo ‘opium and many of them allowed the vice to obtain so terrible a hold that - -
" they-ceased te lebor and are content te sink into poverty:  The emligrants from
"Tientgin became the wealthy and influential classes in the communities: - They
~Were both industrious and honest so that in time all local business centersd

.avound them, ‘Theirs was printipally & commerce in: tea, silk end spices and

' “the commodities for which these things were exchanged were furs; skins, jade

Laid-rare metals. The Han Chinese became mainly the administrators, 'aoidiers,

" traders, businessmen and shopkeepers. The Chinese who reside there now divide
‘sherply along provincial lines as to their occupations. ‘Hunanese and men from
the lower Yangtze Valley have long formed the bureaucratic elite ; Tientsin men
hold the strongest position in trade; Shansi men control the camel ‘caravens -

. carrying-goods between Sinklang end North China and are particularly kpown ‘gs
money-lenders; Hunan and Hopen men-are’ dealers in hrick tea and Kansu Province

. hes been the principal source of farming colonists. * - .- N

10. "Ganeral Problemgs The position of the Chinese in Sinkiang has been a curious
-one, ' The Chinese have slways bsen a small minority, only 5.4% of the total
. pepulation in 1941. During Moslem religlous uprisings the Chinese and their
» - .;-usuel-allies; the White Russians, Mongols, Manchus, Sibes-and Solens, still
+ v ouly comprised 7.78% of- the total population ef Sinkieng, - Yaot, instead of
« follewlsng e program of ‘attempting to minimize the differences between the
verious peoples of Sinklang and uniting them under a democratic form of govern-
- - ment, they have ignored the wishes of the majority and have ruled by oppression,
" perséoution, tricksry and fraud; The reallocation of land belonging o Sinkiang

-"hatives! for the purpose of including Chinese "outlanders" has long been a

- oucky subject. The result has besn that the Moslem peoples of Sinkiang, with
each passing year, have-learned %c ever incressingly resent the Chiness minority

- ‘rule and have become more nationalistis and desirous of autenemy frem Chima.
-, The -Chinese rule in Sinkiang has been especlally poor and corrupt because the
¢ provinoial adninistrators have consldered the aon~Chinese as simple "natives"
 and also because of Sinkiang's remoteness from the capital of China and thus
i higher sutherity. The Chinese officials stationed there ‘have not engaged in
- the defenss of old vested interests, but in the acquisition of new pergonal -
interests, wealth and power. This attitude, on the part of the officlals,
* +.has.ocsused uinrest and vost many innocent Chinese lives during the frequent
©  bloody Moslem messacres. ' : R R .

-and~
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