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PIT_PROP SHIPMENT FROBLBMS IN NORTHERN FRANCE (19uh)

Commant: Yhe available materlal showe only the railread
glde of the emergency program aimed at supplying
the mires of Northern France with pit preps.
On 12 May 194kL,the Railroad Administration in Iille informed the
Main /dminietration for the Transportatien System in Brussels that the
need for pit props had inereased strongly, Request, therefore, was made
that the shipment of pit prope be exempted frem Freight Embargo Order
Nos 88/Ll of the Main Adninistration for the Transportation “ystem Brussels,
In its answer, the Main Adminlstration points out Lhat in the

dletrict of the Kailroad Administration Nancy, 300 freight cars with
plt props wore held up because of line interruptions by ensmy action.
The samo condition applies to tha Paris reglon, whore a considerable
number of freight cars were held back for the same reasons ‘‘he Main
Administration wag going to move the freight cars in the Nancy diastriet
ag soon as possibles Only after all the accumulatod cars were removed,
could nit props be exempted from the branaportation embargo, viith
reepect to the bobtleneck in the Paris region, the Main Adminigtration
in Brussels sugrests 4o the Main Administration for the Transportation
System in Paris that bit props from the Landes reglon be trans=shipped
to water transportation, since mogt of the mines in Northern France
have waterway connactions,

On 18 May 194k, the Railroad Administration in Lille was informed that
the Main ddministration in Parls was exempting 1 complete freight train

daily with pit props from the Landeg roglon from the Transportation
Embargo Order No LO of the Paris Main Administration ( = Bmbargo Ordow
No 95 of the Brussels Main Admindstration,)

On 25 July 194l the Railread Administration in Lille was informed about
the Shipgi_n_g program for pit props for the northern part of the Department,
Adsne s (Hailroad Administration 14lle ‘)
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As of end of July 19Ul

Railroad statien pit props on hand punber of traine
(in cubic meters) 1o be formed

fend d'Orleane St Gobain 3,100 L

Andzy 500

Chailvet=Urcel 600 2

Landricourt W50

Marle-Lomont (?) 300

Sorbals 450 *

La Beutellle 550

St Gobert 1100 '

Bulronfoase 250

Lo Neuvion 300 :

Ste Brme Iy 300

Coury leo Lppes 1,000 g

Tavaux 2,800 N

Agnicourt 3,000 b
7,550 pIn

Conference at tho tailroad Adminigtration Lille, 2) July 19Ul

The conference was called in order $o ensure that:
a., the loadings of pib props in the different shipping reglons
could be handled systematically.
be ‘the loading programs of the éiffarent reglons which up to
then were established independently could be brought into mutual
apgreement e
Coordination of the differsnt shipping programs proved necessary in
order to avold & transportatlion bobtlensck in the railroad district of
1ille, which would have grawve consequences for the loading programs of
the railroad stations of origine /Conments  'the railroad district of
1ille, especially in ite sastorn sector, was the funneling region for
.hha_pihnpropm$ranaporhs“from«hhsqgifferent“conhribuhing*regmon“for“the“
pit prop transports from the different contributing reglons to ‘the minqé}?
=D
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Durdng the peried 8=20 July, only 17 trains with pit prope had
arrived at the mines, an dnsuffiolent quantity to cover requirements.

Therefore, the following menthly program for the transpertatien of pit

brope wag gat upi
20 trains per menth from the Departement Marne =-- to be shipped by
Rallroad District Paris-Kast
30 traine per month frem tho Departement Meuse Meurthe et Moselle
and the Departement Ardennos == 40 be shipped by Railroad Distriet

Naney

26 trains ver month Irem the northern part of the Departament Alsne =«

to be ghipned by Rallread Districts Lille and Paris-Nerth

L5=50 traina per menth from the northern Departements.

ZEEmnant: If' one takos the figures given for tha transportation
program of the northern part of Lhe Departement Aiqaj, one arrives at an
average load pur freight car of about 750 oubic meters. Applying this
figure to the 126 trains of the gbove program, one obtains a fipure of
about 92,50V cuble meters as the total monthly delivery of pit prog§37

The representative of the Railroad District Lille declarsd that
no detfinibe commltments could be made with respect to transportation
from the Railread District Iille to the mines. Sabotage, alr attacks
and completely insufficlent security measures aleng the rail Lines
led to an inereasing number of transportation interruptions, especially
in the eastern part of the district, through which almost all of the pit
prop traing had to pasg.

In order to facllitate transportation of pit props, it was decided
that better control over the available empty return freight cars be
instituted and locomotives of the mines be utilized for the transporta=
tion of pit props.

It was polnted out that because of the necessity of dispatehing
complete trains and because of the low numbsr of loading stations avall=
able, even loading delays of L=~5 days are admissable.
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_[_@’o';mnenbs The monthly dellvery pregram, &é outlined abeve, pro-=
bably never vas carried out in its entivety. 'Yhe gonditions in the

St. Quentin seoter of the Lille Railread District probably ars indica=

tive of the situation in most of the ather reglongs/

Teansportation of pit props in the St. Quontin areai

ha Control Office for Rall Movements at St Wuentin had bean
put in cdharge of ths speaial franspertation program for plt propsé.
Lrangportation was not fortheoming, an on-tha=spot investigation wae
carrisd out by the office, and on 1L August 19ub it reparted %o the
Rallroad Administration in 1ills that the transpor tation bottlensclk wae
not caused by a lack of frolght cars, In fact, by 7 August, thers were
257 freight cars awalbing londing at d4 iforent railroad statiois of the

aroa, but no pit props had arrived., Dy the middld of the month, not a

singlo r;'oight oar had been loaded; therefore, fullfillment of tho

August quota was out of question.
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