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DEDICATION OF THE BOOK

To the living conscience and the pure consciousness;

To every Arab believing in his nationality, faithful to

his Arabism;

To the register of men and the history of heroes;

We dedicate this book.

An argument to clear from the accusations of the renegades;
A witness for the actions of the faithful:

As Hussein made it possible through his patience and determi-
nation;

Redeemed it with his soul and blood;

And dedicated it for the good of his country and the
dignity of his fatherland;

Repeating at all times:

We build as our fathers did -- build and act as they did

acte.

INTRODUCTION

1t was night. Amman was sleeping in the arms of its
seven hills and the strange silence was broken by the
muttering of reverent prayers to Heavens -= rising from
the bottom of the hearts with confidence and faith.

At the summit of one of these immortael hills an il-
lustrious man was pacing with dignity in his large palace.
Looking now at the earth trylng to see through the veil of
the promising morrow; then looking up at the sky as his

inner soul would utter in a quivering frightful voice:

-1~
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"0 God make him for us and for tke Arabs a delight for the
eye; O God zrant us with him prosperity and benediction."

The night became calmer, movements stopped, and from
the bottom of the deep silence came the ovation of the good
news and the voice of its announcer: "Hussein is born."

It was morning. A warm sun dawned with the birth of
Hussein, sending its rising beams to the core of the unknown-
to reveal what the newcomer will do in the future.

The illustrious man sat at his desk and wrote these
words: My dear Premlier Ibrehim Pasha:

By the Grace of God and through His will a male infant
was born to our son Talal on this blessed night of 18 Shartban
of the year 1354 hegira. As this is an occasion to mani-
fest our joy for the grace bestowed upon us by God, we in-
form you about the birth so that you may propagate the good
news. ZLet every one pray to God to make this birth a good
omen for the country, the believers, and ourselves -- by
the grace of God and His generosity.

Amman, 18 Shatban 1354; 14 November 1935 (Abdallah)

The dear hope with which the heart of the illustrious
man greeted Heavens grew up to be, "by the grace of Ggod and
His generosity," a blessing on the country and the believers.

The days passed. The illustrious Hussein grew under
the guidance of his illustrious grandfather and parents.

His heart, open to life, was filled with the love of
his country end fatherland.

The tender soul went on accumulating determination and

loyalty; the young Arab soul wen% storing wisdom, knowledge,
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and dignity. Before reaching his tenth year, he used to

sit and talk with those of his age at the Islamic School

of Amman, and gain their hearts and minds by his intelli-

gence, modesty, and deep love for everything around him.
pefore crossing the fifteenth year of his age, he

used to tell his friends at the Victoria College of Alex-

apdria: "The only worthy life is that vowed to the service

of one's nation and dedicated to the glory of one's country."

He then went with his inspiring youth and overflowing
vitality to the Harrow in Britain to continue his studies
with his cousin Feisal of Iraq. After he was proclaimed
the king of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, he joined the
Sundhurst }¥ilitary Academy.

The austere life he lived at the two schools and the
demanding events of the time helped him reach manhood before
its time. when God chose him to convey the message and dis-
charge the responsibility, he performed his mission in the
best tradition of the Beni Hashem, grandson of the Prophet.
He returned to the capital of his kingdom, after a long
fruitful absence, his heart full of the holiest love a men
has ever had for his country and compatriots. His noble
soul, having mastered the threads of knowledge, helped him
weave with dexterity and competence the future of jordan,

and the unification of the Arabs in the near future.

1. IN THE ROYAL CAPITAL

Until the beginning of world War I the Arab people

-3-
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suffered in various parts of their vast homeland because of
bad government and through colonial oppression. Nany of
their loyal sons kept looking forward to a new era which
would bring liberty to the Arabs and would enable them to
be, as they were in the past, a nation with victorious
banners and a cradle of civilization. They, however, felt
that their much-sought liberty would be in danger unless
they were to unite into one state, under one flag and with
the seme hopes, goals, and good intentions.

NMacca produced then an illustrious man who was impressed
by the memory of an eternal story: the story of a submerged
people, lost in the fancy of the wilderness, forgotten on
the margins of life, till hls ancestor, Kuhammad, revived
them from their long sleep, lifted them from their stag-
nation and led them forsvard to their conquests. ¥uhammad
guided his people to their sacred goal; he placed a torch
in their hands and provided the world with knowledge and
guidance. He led them to their glory with a book propa-
gating truth and faith.

This renaissance emerged from the sands of the "Island"
Zﬁiabian Peninsulé?, from the same sources from which came
the blessings of the Great prophet. The soul of Hussein
Bin Ali was also moved by the same memory. His looks en-
compassed his scattered people and their lost identity, and
it enflammed his erdour and kindled his dignity. XHe
stretched his hand 40 the vast horizon and traced these
words in golden letters: "Ye Arabs, liberate yourselves

and unite.”
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Hussein's revolution stemmed from these two ideas,
and all the Arabs followed his banner in every region and
place.

The world war then ended. Hussein looked around him-
self and found that his ally had broken and betrayed the
pacts, and the Arab lend was jammed with barriers and
boundaries as its sky overflowed with different flags and
banners.

Hussein returned to his God satisfied and glorified.
After he delineated the goal and prepared the way, he died

a martyr for the sacred duty, for the sake of the Arab cause

in general and the problem of Palestine in particular. He
was buried in Jerusalem -~ that pure blessed spot he re-
deemed with his throne, kingdom, and life so that it would
remain eternally Arab.

puring that weird period of history many Arab hearts
were divided, energies dispersed, and the ranks scattered.
But the voice of the members of the house of prophet kept
coming from its heights advising, leading, and guiding; and
the pure dynasty continued to carry the trust smd to uphold
the benner of the message of God till it consumed the two )
immortals: Feisal and Ghazi.

History continued its onward march.

From his small country Abdallah performed two miracles:

a local miracle which changed darkness into light, trans-

formed ignorance into knowledge and glory, and faint-hearted-
ness into strength and determination.

The external miracle was within the framework of the

-5~
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great Arab fatherlend. It molded the divisions into unity,
the differences among thq}people into love and harmony, and
the disgrace into pride and glory.

But suddenly the sky turned dark, the calamity grew
frightful and the disaster became tremendous. Abdallah
died, as his father before him, a martyr for his duty and
for the truth.

The Arabs were anguished amd confused. They went
gsearching for their identity, feeling their way out of the
confusion. Yet, one disaster followed another, as the
rejects of the earth and dregs of the world were established
in the heart of the Arab world in a state they labeled
Israels

From these accumulated catastrophies, from the molded
brave Jordan, rose a deep strong voice conveying to the
Arab nation and all its countries the greetings of "Hussein
Bin Tatal" on the occasion of his accession to the throne
and the beginning of his constitutional rule.

If it is true in the history of peoples and nations,
as it is the case in the life of individuals, that some days
are more valuable than months and years, then such a day
dawned on 2 May 1953 in the history of this patient and un-
dismayed country, because it came bringing felicity and
happiness. It came, and with it ceme cheerfulness. Zspeech
of the throne/

nchildren of my fatherland:

T thank Almighty God for what He gave us of ample

graces and all-embracing kindness, manifested in %he noble

—6-
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sentiments and true feelings which you have showed me
since my return. It is my pleasure to begin this reign
by sincerely greeting you from a heart full of love for
you and rejoicing at your loyalty and true allegiance.

"As our throne receives its strength by God and from
the love and confidence of the people, I will cultivate
this love end confidence by serving the nation, furthering
its interests, and putting it above any other calculation
or consideration.

"I traveled all over the country and talked to many
children of our beloved country; and doing so I am filled
with faith and determination. I have taken it upon myself
to dismiss all comforts for your sake, to work for your
good, and to sacrifice myself for the strengthening of our
dear country, for which we live and die.

"I have great hopes that your natural belief in god
and love for the country will make this reign and this
period a happy reign and a glorious period -- in a spirit
of sacrifice and devoted action to achieve happiness not
only for the citizens of this country, but for all the
Arabs.

"Children of my fatherland: I realize the bitterness
of the diseaster and the sorrows of the affliction. But I
tell you this: afflictions are lessons and pains are candles
showing the way toward truth and rights. Let us build. ILet
us organize our ranks inside and outside. Let us toil for
a common goal, for a common cause. Human rights cannot be

forgotten. They survive only by perserverence, persistence,
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and efforts. ILet us proclaim: order is our aim; coopera-
tion is our goal; and union of ranks is our symbol and
purpose.

n1,8t us work united to build a strong country with firm
foundations and stable basis, providing equally a vast
shelter and ample welfare for all the citizens.

Tt is my pleasure on this happy occasion to greet our
valiant army, a greeting full of pride and honor, recognizing
the immense responsibility it is facing in the defense of
our beloved country.

nT will remind its courageous men that they are not
alone in the battlefield; they have brothers linked to them
by strong ties of blood and treaty. The Jordanian people
are a part of the great Arab people. The Jordanian Arab
army is one of the corps of the Arab army and Jordan is
nothing but an indivisible part of the great Arab nation.

nghildren of my fatherland: I present you the greetings
of my reign, asking Almighty god to secure our steps and
guide us into the right path. He is our best Lord and Ally.*

These pure words Tound their way into the hearts of
the people. They filled them with love for the young man
who occupied the throne and who was using it as an effective
means to serve the country and raise the gtandards in the
homeland.

Everywhere, the Arabs received these words cheerfully.

They saw in Hussein's honest and truthful speech the voice

of the House that had led through their history toward power
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and suthority. The Arabs also saw in the radiant face that
signaled to them from the summits of Ammen the majesty of

nis encestor, the greatest prophet, and the heroism of his

glorious fathers. The king wanted to start a2 new page in
the history of a truly democratic rule to show nis people
and the whole Arab nation that for him royalty meant con-
struction and action, not jnfluence and money. And that to
rule, in his opinion, was a noble destiny for which one does
not spare any efforts to attain the goal and sacrifices
everything for its achievement.

His Majesty wrote then the Tirst letter ordering the
formation of the first ministry of his reign.

pear ¥r. Fawzl al-Mulgy:

Due to the resignation of Premier Tawfiq Abul-Huda,
and because of our complete faith in your loyalty to the
throne and your long service to the Kingdom based on the
comprehension of the needs, interests, and aspirations of
our trusted people, we, with the help of God, name you our
prime minister. We hope that your program will consolidate
the national sovereignty and safeguard the Arab rights
through complete understanding end cooperation with all the
Arab states, and through preservation of good relations with
our allies and other friendly nations.

In internal affairs, we hope that you will set up &
detailed program to begin a vast reform movemsnt in the
socisl and economic fields. The people should feel that

governments are formed to serve them, organize their business,

-9~
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raise their standards, and secure their present and future
life. We pray to God to help you to achieve the measure of
prosperity that we wish for our trusted people.

We expect you to present your colleagues for the offices

as requested.

5 May 1953 (Hussein)

2. THE THORNY WAY

The day always dawned for Hussein with the immortal
words that his illustrious grandfather Hussein Bin Ali
traced on the horizon: "Ye Arabs, liberate yourselves and
unite!” The bitterness of the disaster had left in his
inner soul the belief that such liberty and unity would b;
worthless if not accompanied by regaining the dignity we
lost by losing Palestine! Since hls early youth, Tussein
has focused his sad gaze beyond the borders -- toward the
green shores where the land of Galilee disappears, the lost
paradise of the plundered fatherland.

As for liberty, he saw an o0ld rock in its way: +the
foreign command of the Jordeanian Arab army. At the head of
this command was a men who was known to the Jordenians as
well as to other Arabs and the whole world to be the greatest
support for Colonialism, not only in Jordan but alsoc in the
whole Arab world and the Middle East. This man was General
John Bagot Glubb.

Within this rock resided another obstacle: the Anglo-

Jordanian Treaty.
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As for unity, it could be achieved, in Hussein's
opinion, only if it were really wanted and not merely lip
serviced by the Arab leaders and rulers. It would be
possible if they were to forget their discords and give
pre-eminence to the interests of the Arab nation as a whole
rather than to their petty personal interests.

As for Palestine, he knew that the policy made on the
spur of the moment, which lost it a few years ago, would
not recover an inch of it. On the contrary it might cause
further losses in other parts of the Arab world. The only
way for the Arabs to delete the shame and get back their
robbed homeland is through efficient action and adegquate
preparation in all fields.

Hussein set up, then, the program of the mission he
took upon himself to achieve. But the circumstances did
not allow him to act freely, because the long Armistice

Lines between Jordan and the Jews were the longest Arab

borders with the enemy. On the windings and summits of
these lines Jordan's glorious army stood up like a giant.
But the enemy was cunning and perfidious, the army was
small, money was scarce, and weapons were inadequate. There
was also the question of the foreign commend. The ag-
gressions were continuous. The enemy's ambitions for
expansion, especially on the Jordan side, were limitless.
The question of the Armistice Lines was, therefore, a
pressing one. The king thought about it thoroughly. The

situation appeared very . .
clear to him: Zionism was not the

enemy of Jordan alone. Its dangers, ambitions, and plots
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were not directed only against Jordan. Zionism is the
enemy of all the Arabs in all their lends; its ambitions
pushes it to absorb all the area from the Nile to the
Euphrates. Jordan was however facing this sweeping danger
alone on the longest Arab-Jewish borders. Jordan had few

potentialities and its resources were strained. But Jordan

was preparing to defend Damascus as well as Amman, to divert

danger from Baghdad and Cairo as well as from Riyad. Each
martyr sacrificed by Jordan protects hundreds of millions
of people on the shores of the Nile, Barada, and Tigris.

We pay this price to insure that the rich soil of the Arab
homeland remeins pure and uncontaminated.

Let Jordan remain stationed on the borders to sow it
with the skulls of its sons and the remains of its martyrs;
but provide Jordan with the weapons that will protect 1%,
and give Jordan the power to ward off the peril and death.

Even the foreign command of the army stated the reali-
ty of the danger, and then Hussein came with that glorious
national idea: +the idea of forming & Jordanian national
guard.

For thres months Hussein did not get any rest. He
went all over the boundaries from one position to another,
staying in the trenches with his officers and soldiers,
talking to them as an affectionate brother and compassionate
leader, listening to their determination as they uttered
words full of courage and confidence. 7In every ear and in
every heart Hussein poured these words with magnanimity and

sympathy: "I am with you in spirit end body."

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001900220012-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001900220012-0

He traveled to the four corners of the country be-
cause he believed that the first duty of a just ruler end
loyal shepherdeis to know his people and to meet them in
their heart. He went further than that. He made all bis
citizens meet in his heart. He addressed various groups
telling whet he wanted them to do. They all promised to
sacrifice their hearts snd souls for the sake of achieving
his great hopes -- their hopes; and his wishes -- their
wishes.

Each time he returned to his palace at the capital
after an inspection tour, he would, contrary to the expec-
tation of his attendants, not allow himself even a short
rest and would call a cabinet meeting or a meeting with
high ranking officers to discuss with them various problems
thus consuming what remained of the short night.

Hussein did not take notice of an o0ld sickness. But
the illness increased with the increased efforts of his
frail ody and pressed him without tenderness or leniency.
The doctors came and prescribed a treatment trip to Europe.
He evaded them and neglected their prescription. But he

had a difficult mission ahead -- the glorious journey he

had decided to lead his country through ~- and he had to
be prepared for it. Therefore he abided by the doctors'
decision and left for Europe.

His Majesty did not wish to leave his beloved father-
land before insuring that everything would work according
to the plan for the benefit and success of the country. He,

therefore, left the following message for the prime minister

~13-
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before he went to the eirport where a large crowd had

gathered.

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

On the occasion of my departure for abroad, I would

Prs
like to make the following suggestions to which I attach

great importance. It is our desire that the affairs of

the state be conducted in a way compatible with the general
interests of the people.

l. Hinisterial Harmony

The cabinet should maintain harmony and cooperation
among its members; and it should strive to achieve a spirit
of prudence, wisdom, and intelligence. It should insure
the smooth running of the administration and it should en-
able the ministers to carry out the policy they have formu-
lated in their ministerial program.

2. The Government Officials

The government must take the public interests into
consideration in making gpointments, promotions, dismissals
and in transferring officials. Such actions should not
serve any personal interest; they should be based on compe-
tence and justice alone. In this manner the state will
secure for itself good officials and will provide its of-
ficials with a measure of security, stability, and tran-
quillity which will enable them to perform their duties
efficiently.

3. Interests of the People

The government should avoid any measure that might

cause disputes and lack of harmony among the population.

14~
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Tt must deal with all problems in faeirness. No action
should be influenced by personal jnterests, on the contra-
ry the government should subordinate all its actions to
the authority of law to insure the cooperation of all
sides. In this manner the activities of the government
shall be the source of the general welfare. It is only
natural that the aim of a government should be to serve
the people and work for their welfare. A government that
fails to achieve such a goal fails to have any meaninge.

4. The covernment and the General Assembly

1t is necessary that an atmosphere of confidencs,
harmony, and true cooperation should prevail between the
legislative and executive authorities. This will provide
the state with the necessary legislation pertaining %0 its
vital interests.
5. The Press

Freedom of opinion is secured by the constitution as
are the dignity and the liberties of the people. Any news-
paper that fails to grasp the meaning of & reasonable free-
dom of expression and fails to respect the liberties of
others camot be regarded as & newspaper fulfilling a
public service; on the contrary it would be & destructive g
tool., The state interests, therefore, would demend 1its
vanning. ANy government that fails to safeguard equal
rights and liberties for the people has failed in its
mission.

6. Toreign Policy

Relations between Jordan and all other Areb states

~15-
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should always be as best as relations could exist between -
various parts of the same country. The Jordanien policy
has maintained that the interests of the Arab states are
indivisible, and we must continue to act in the light of
thiag principle.

The relationship between Jordan and its allies and
other friendly powers is one of common interests and there
should prevail a spirit of honesty and confidence.

7. The Security and Peace of the Country

The government must face its difficulties with courage
and determination. It must deal with its problems with
sagaclty and it must not let sentimentality dictate any
course of action. The security and peace of the country
should be above every considerations. This is a trust that
one should preserve with honor, wisdom, and determination.

May God help us 8ll in the service of our beloved
fatherland.

25 pugust 1953 (Hussein)

Hussein was away from his people and fatherlemd, but
he never was absent from their hearts and minds. The people
kept praying with reverence to God to keep and protect their
young king.

The people and the fatherland were far from the King's
eyes. But the people kept filling his heart with love, and
the fatherland dominating his soul, mind, and heart.

One week after the departure of the Xing a disturbing
inocident broke his peace and cut short his medical treat-

ment. On the night of 14 September 1953 the Jews sneaked

~16-~
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in through the border line of our stolen lands in their
usual perfidious manner and entered the peaceful Qlbiya

village. They left behind them a bestial carnage, mowing,

among others, children, old men, and women.

The news of the criminal aggression reached the yourig
king in his bed in a Swiss health station. Hardships did
not count anymore for His Majesty. He jumped out of his
bed and took a plane, which had been prepared, and reached
Damsscus eirport before the night on his way to his wounded
fatherland and distréssed people.

He reached Ammen with Dawn. Within a few minutes of
his arrival, he was exploring the ruins of the village,
wiping with his generous hends the forehead of the afflicted,
who forgot by such generosity their disester and afflictions.

He returned in the evening to Amman to order the for-
mation of a ministerial enguiry committee. The circumstances
of the aggression did not seem natural to His Kajesty. He
sensed some neglect. Such negligence was not compatible
with the nature of His Mejesty's orders and directives for
the protection and security of the people.

At that time a well-known British officer, Captain
Austin, was in the Jordan Arab army. He was the most im-~

portant English officer in the army headquarters after Glubb.

The report of the enquiry committee pointed an accusing
rfinger at that great officer.

The officials at the time speculated about His Majes-
ty's decision regarding the officer. Nany in the foreign

command of the srmy believed that the punishment would not

-17-
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be applied to such a dangerous officer.

But Hussein was well up to the patriotic path to
dignity and his way to glory and honor. He did not fail
to follow such a path -- even when lured or threatened.
With a firm conviction he issued an order dismissing Austin
from the ermy. All the military and official circles were
moved by this action. A feeling of pride and self-im-
portance shook the ranks of the army end & new amazing
gpirit spread through it. That day Hussein pointed out
the army's mission: to protect their home, and to be
prepared for the approaching day of salvation.

For the first time in the long history of the army
the question of the Jewish aggressions became an integral
part of the military responsibility.

Hussein went back to his still growing plant -- the
National Guard. He saw his people giving their sons to be
integrated in the guard and he watched his subjects setting
aside a part of thelr necessary expenses for the donation
boxes created for financing the National Guard. FHow moved
he was when he saw a ring thrown in the box by some village
or city girl, a bracelet presented by an old woman &s her
share in strengthening the new shield he was forging for
his fatherlend, or the small watch a student snatched from
his soft wrist to buy a bullet for the guard to protect his
lend.

The Jews went on with their aggressions. The army and

Nationael Guard stood side by side on the borders. The lists
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of the victims grew longer, and the caravan of thes martyrs
increased. Hussein still kept in his inner soul hope in
his Arad brother kings and leaders. The hope that they
would realize the role of Jordan in defending the whole
Arab world and that they would provide him with efficient
material help.

But the months dragged on and all the help Jordan
received from her Arab sisters could not £ill the needs or
meet the hope.

One day of scorching heat in July 1954 His Majesty
returned from one of his tours of the front lines. He was
shocked by the situation of the soldiers and National Guards
stationed against the lurking enemy. As he reached his
office in the Hashemite Royal Capital, he called the head
of the cabinet, ¥r. Bahjat al-Talhuni, and in a tired
broken voice he asked him to prepare pen and paper to
write the following messages:

His Majesty, our brother King Saud Ibn Abdel Aziz, king

of the Kingdom of Saudi Arsbia, may God preserve him:

Hls Mejesty, our brother Xing Feisal, king of Irag,
may God preserve him:

His Majesty, our brother King Ahmad, king of Yemen,
may God preserve him:

His Majesty, our brother King Idriss al-Senussi, king
of United Lybia, may God preserve him:

His Royal Highness, Emir Abdallah al-Salem al-Sabah,
Emir of Kuwalt, may God preserve him:

His Excellency General Mohammad Najib, president of

\
\
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the Egyptian republic, may God pressrve him:

His Excellency Hashem al-Atassi, president of the
Syrien republic, may God preserve him:

Bis Excellency Camille Chamoun, president of the
Tebanese republic mey God preserve him:

I sent to Your Majesty, our brother, my greetings and
best wishes. No doubt you are aware of the repeated criminal
Jewish aggressions to which Jordan is exposed at the present
time...and you know the intentions of our enemy toward
Jordan in particular and the Arab world in general.

Jordan feels a certein bitterness in connection with
the latest agegressions, as it stands alone facing the Jews.
Every day we demonstrate megnificent examples of defending
the frontiers separating the Arabs from thelr ememy. Yet
Jordan's resources and limited possibilities do not permit
us to continue shouldering these responsibilities alone.

It is impossible for us to stand on our own for any longer
period. We have mentioned this on every occasion when we
have discussed the major problems of the Arabs.

T feel it is the duty of our Arab sisters, specially
those who can afford and have the necessary material re-
sources, to join hands with us and provide Jordan with sub-
stantial material asssistance. In Jordan we have men who
willingly give their lives for the defense of the greater
Arab fatherland. We need funds to cover the expenses of the
National Guard end to strengthen its local forces for se-
curing the peace of the fatherland and repelling aggressions.

In this reside the security and defense of all the entities

. “j-- N
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of the Arab world against mean Jewish ambitions, which do

not know any limit and are not easily satisfied.

should our Arab sisters fail to comply with such a
duty and cooperate in helping our country before it is too
late -- when no regrets or declarations would be of any
use -- we would hold them responsible before God, history,
and the whole world for any disaster or loss of any part of
this fatherlend.

We hope that you and our other Arab gister states
would feel our sufferings, realize our position, and pro-
vide us with generous material and moral assistance -- such
assistance that brotherhood demands and the relatlons of
kiﬂgﬁip enjoins. More so as we form your first and last
line of defense ageinst a perfidious, lurking, cunning
enemy. May God witness that we have thus presented our
case clearly. In conclusion I wish Your Majesty good
health and happiness and for your people progress and
prosperity. Peace be upon you.

Amman 4 ZulKar'da 1373 H, 5 July 1954.
(Hussein)

A plane took this ringing cry across the skieg of the
Arab world. It passed through all the capitals end all the
reglons. It stopped before all the kings, leaders, and
rulers. History registered for Hussein his warm cry and
true warning. God witnessed that he informed in the best
way.

The plane returnsd from Baghdad after two days carrying

to the young king the first answer to his message:
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His Majesty, our vrother Xing Hussein, king of Jordan,
maey God preserve him:

we received Your Wajesty, our prother's letter of
5 July 1954. In sending to Your Majesty our sincere
greetings and best wishes, we say that we have watched
with anxiety and grief the repeated criminal aggressions
on Jordan in particular end the Arab states in general.

Traq shares Jordan's feeling toward these treacherous
eriminal aggressions and looks with appreciation and recog-
nition at the megnificent exaumples of the heroic defense
our brother country is presenting. Your vajesty rightly
congiders your country the first defense line separating

the Arabs from their enemy.

Iraq believes that it is its duty to cooperate with
the rest of its Arab sisters to provide Jordan with help
and materisl assistance. Irag vas the first, in the past,
to share in the expenses of the National Guard to strengthen
its power. Now in answer to your royal call Iraq presents
the sum of 150,000 Iraqi dinars for the improvement of the
National Guard in order to preserve the peace of the Arab
fatherland.

Iraqg was, and still is, among the first to realize the
delicate position of Jordan and its sufferings. We beg Your
wajesty and the honorable Jordanian people to be sure that
Iraq, Government and the people, are with Jordan in its
struggle against criminal aggressions. We will never
linger in providing that assistance required by the duty

of brotherhood end enjoined by the relations of kinship

22—
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among the various parts of this one nation.

We and the Iragi people wish Jordan a complete success
in its sacred struggle ageinst the criminal enemy. In
conclusion we wish Your Majesty good health and happiness,
and for your people progress and prosperity. Peace be upon
you.

Your faithful brother,
Feisal

7 yuly 1954; 5 Zulka'da 1373

Two days later another plane left Damascus airport on
its way to Amman carrying the following message from His )
Excellency Hashem al-Atassi, president of the Syrian republic.

His Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal king of the Hashe-
mite Kingdom of Jordan, may cod preserve him:

1 present to Your Majesty my best wishes and loyal
feelings of amity and protherhood. I received your letter
of 5 July in vhich Your Kajesty pointed out the noble
efforts of the brotherly Jordanian people and its generous
sacrifices to repel the criminal aggressions the Jews are
still launching on its borders, without any respect for the
sanctity of the holy places end the rights of the peaceful
inhabitants to a settled quiet 1life.

1 would like to assure Your Majesty that myself, the
government, and the people of Syria are following with
anxiety, anguish, and interest the news of such aggressions,
and what your noble chivalrous people are suffering from

their oppressors. We all witnessed with admiration and

pride the examples our brotherly people showed, under your
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vigilant and cautious command, of courage and heroism in
repelling the treacherous aggression and their willingness
to die in the defense of one of the importent lines of the
Arab frontiers.

It is only f;;r to add that Your Majesty and your
regsponsible government have done another great service to
all the Arabs. You have held tight to Arab solidarity and
Arab higher interests, and you have stood unshaken facing
the vile attempts made to take advantage of the difficulties
you were facing. You have withstood efforts to make you
negotiate with the greedy enemy or accept the decisions of
the Security Council pertaining to the aggressions ageinst
your country.

I would like to assure Your Majesty that Syria and her
Arab sisters do appreciate the heavy responsibility the
Jordanian Kingdom is shouldering because of the repeated
aggressions on her borders. We share our brotherly feelings
with you. Syria knows very well that the tyrennical Zionist
danger threatens Jordan and all the Arabs, and that the
strong Jewish greediness is limitless.

That is why Syris, as all other Arab states, holds
with determination and faith to the clauses of the Mutual
Defense Treaty, assurlng, according to its aafiq;es, that
any aggression on any Arab state is consideredcan: aggression
on them all and requires each one of them to come to the
defense of her attacked sister.

Syria is willing to contribute to the fullest her part
for the peace of the Arab states and will continue, with her

~2h-
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Arab gisters, to spend her efforts for the consolidation
of the defense against the usurping enemy.

Syria fully realizes the necessity to help the Kingdom
of Jordan in these critical hours and is desply conscious
of her responsibility to share with her Arab sisters -- each
according to her means -- in the financial burden of the
Jordanian people.

Syria also feels that the acuteness of the present
situation calls for an immediste meeting of the Mutual De-
fense Committes at the Jordanian capital to further such
action, study the situation, and decide about the steps to
be taken.

I pray to god to help us all and meke us succesd in that

which would unite the Arabs and give them victory. Asking

Him to give Your Mejesty good health and happiness and

achieve for your people every success and power. May peace,
mercy, and blessings of God be upon you.

Damascus, 8 Zulka'da 1373; 9 July 1954.

Your loyal brother, Hashem al-Atassi

His Excellency Camille Chamoun, president of the
Lebanese republic sent the following reply.

His Majesty King Hussein, king of the Hashemite king-
dom of Jordan, may God preserve him:

I present to Your Majesty my best greetings and sincere
feelings of amity and brotherhood. You wished to acquaint
us with the noble efforts of the brotherly Jordanian people
and their ample sacrifices to repel the criminal aggressionms,

which are still being perpetuated by the Jews on the Jordanians
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borders without any respect for the sanctity of the holy
places and the peaceful inhabitants.

The whole world is.witnessing with admiration the
hardships your rising noble people are facinz as a result
of these aggressions, and also the examples of secrifice
and courage they set under your leadership to repel the
aggressions and defend one of the frontlines of the Arab
states.

Nobody can deny the noble service Your Majesty and
your responsible government have done for all the Arabs by
your great stand, holding tight to the Arab solidarity in
the face of the attempts made to take adventage of the hard-
ships you were facing to force you to negotiate with the

i

enemy which intends to destroy your country, or to compel
you to accept the decisions of the Securlty Council per- "
taining to such negotiations.

T beg your Majesty to be sure that Lebanon, and the
rest of the brotherly Arab states, while appreciating the
heavy burden laid on the shoulders of Jordan and feeling
toward her the feeling of the brother for his brother,
knows very well that the Zionist denger-is threatening all
the Arabs and that the Jewish ambitions will not stop at a
certain point unless we were to ucite with each other to
curb them.

That is why Lebanon, as all other Arab states, holds
tightly and faithfully to the clauses of the Mutual Defense

Treaty reasserting, according to its articles, that any

aggression against any of the Arab states will be considered
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as an aggression asgainst them all.

The Lebanese Government, which is very anxious to
completely contribute its part for the peace of ths Arab
states, will continue its efforts to strengthen the .
défegée against the usurping enemy. Fully recognizing
the necessity to back Jordan in these critical hours, our
Government feelg that it is its duty, with its Arab sisters
-- each according to her means -- to share the financial
burden of the Jordanian people. Our Government will, there-
fore, continue its efforts along this line.

I do not wish to conceal from Your Majesty my prepa-
rations for a meeting with Your Majesty, the kings and
leaders of other Arab countries to discuss the problems
of the Arab world, and above all, Jordan's position and
the dangérs of an Israeli aggression.

May God help us all to unite the Arabs and may He
help us egainst the common enenmy, may ¥e preserve Your
Majesty and the Jordanian people in welfare, prosperity
and glory.

Your loyal brother,
Camille Chamoun

Beirut, 9 July 1954

Later a plane from the Arabiem Peninsula brought the
answer of the Saudi king.

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

From Saud Ibn Abdel Aziz Al-Saud, king of the Saudi
Arabian Kingdom, to His Brotherly Majesty King Hussein, king

of the Hashemlte kingdom of Jordan, may God preserve him:
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May the peace, grace and blessings of God be upon you.

I present to Your Majesty, my noble brother, my best wishes

and express my intense friendship. I would like to tell His
Majesty, my dear brother, that I received his noble letter
dated 4 Zulka'da 1373, in which he gave us the news of the
Jewish aggressions that took place and that more are ex-~

pected from this criminal urnjust group. T am in complete

1

agreement with His Majesty that the efforts of the Arabs and

Muslims should be pulled and put together to check such
aggressions. I also agree that the gggression is not on
Jordan alone but on all the Arabs, Jordan being the first
of the Arab strongholds.

As for us, I mentioned to Your Majesty and I repeat it
that I am completely willing to contribute all I csn, fi-
nancially and militarily, in helping Jordamn and the rest of
the Arab states in order to check this aggression.

I gave orders to carry out the decisions of the Mili-’
tary advisory Committee as regards Saudi Arabia, to pay its
part for the setting up of fortifications. I am waiting
for your message as to what Jordan would like us to send in
weapons, in kind or money. As soon as we receive your
answer we will execute your requests. In addition to this,
I am ready to contribute in all that will be decided. T
pray o God to help us, support us, and grant us victory.
"god is able to do all things."

Peace and mercy of God be upon my dear brother and his
noble peopls.

Jidda, 16 Zulka'da 1373. Your brother, Saud
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On 31 July 1954 a plane landed bringing to Hussein
cairo's answer to the call for help.

Tn the name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful.

My brother, His Majesty the King of Jordan:

May Godrs peace and mercy be upon you. I received
your letter dated 4 Zulka'da 1373 in which you described
the repeated criminal Jewish aggressions perpetuated on
our sister Jordan.

I would like to assurs you that every aggression on
Jordan is considered by Egypt as an aggression egainst her.
Egypt and the rest of the Arab states will, undoubtedly,
help our sister Jordan so that it will be in a position to
stop these repeated Israell aggressions.

The Egyptian Government hes studied with extreme care
and great concern the subject of this metter and has decided
to present an immediate assistance to the Jordenian National
quard as a contribution to strengthening the guard.

Egypt shares your feelings and hopes and will always
stand by Jordan in every trial and affliction and will
present you all the help it can.

I pray to God to grant us success for the Arabs and
the Arab Cause. I send Your Majesty my best wishes for good
health and happiness asking from God that he may grant your
brotherly people all their hopes. May the peace and mercy
of God be upon you.
palace of the Republic, Cairo.

1 zil-Hija 1373; 31 July 1954.
Minister of State for the Affairs of the Presidency of the
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Requlic
(siéhature) Your Brother,
¥ohammad Najib

As for the immediate material assistance which was
mentioned in this letter, and which our sister Egypt
decided to present to the Jordanian National Cuard as her
contribution for its strengthening, 1t remained, alas, ink
on paper, and it was never destined to be transmuted one
day to something beyond promises end sweet hopes.

we are not trying to comment on the incidents and
events. Our sole purpose is merely to present the Tacts
related to such incidents and events, and give to the Arab
citizen, wherever he is, the occasion to judge by himself
what was going on between Hugsein on one side and his
prothers, the Arab kings and leaders, on the other. The
reader may be able to discover for himself the great dis-
crepancy between the propaganda and the declarations made
here and there and the facts when they were stripped of all
the coloring and artificial manifestations. i

After receiving these answers from various Arab kings
and leaders, Hussein realized that the understandiing of his
brothers, the great leaders, of the reality of Jordan's posi-
tion against the enemy differed greatly from his own under-
standing and appreciation of it. JHe thought at first that
the reason for such a difference of viewpoint in this danger-
ous problem was the distance of the Arab countries from the
centers of danger and the fields of death. But as this wrong

impression continued to prevail for a long period, he was
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convinced of the real reason beshind such an attitude. The
majority of the leaders still remein, salas, where they
stood in 1948 in regard to the Palestine question! They
treat the question from the angles which serve best their
propaganda for local consumption -- the attitude of trying
to win the approval of the masses. Causing strong applaud
and loud vociferation has become the pattern of Arab poli-
tics regarding all their major problems, the first being the
Palestine question.

Fussein thought, as he looked at the sad situation in
which the Arabs were groping, of the Jewish attitude toward
the Arabs. There, every single effort is directed toward
building, preparation, and work. All their energies are

stored end prepared for the day they will invade the Arad

world -- to swallow it bit by bit or in one great gulp, to

achieve the dreem of a kingdom Of Israel.
The king's heart sunk in a sea of bitterness and
sorrow. Trom the bottom of this sea appeared, anew, three
. pictures to him: liberty with 1its amputated picture and
its bloody wounds, unity with its lost plecture among the
castles and rocks, and Palestine with its plcture inflamed
and bleeding. Among the three sad pictures his country's
weary and tired face showed a part of it faclng the Jews
with confidence and determination and the other part looking
at its Arab sisters with deep sorrcﬁ.
The king finally decided to act, even alone.
The odor of division and separation exalted.hy the

answers he received was exactly what the Jews dreamt would
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exist and hoped would continue. It is the vast door through
which they can get what they want. GThe king then decided
to carry in his strong arms the banner of liberty and
preach, call, and urge for it -~ even if he had to con-

sume his day and night forsuch a goal and forget his rest,
felicity, and peace.

As for liberty, he recalled the two rocks in the way
of his country: the foreign command of the army and the
Anglo-Jordanien Treaty. As for the treaty, he had to cur-
tail its exlstence whatever the circumstances. As for the
foreign command, not a moment passed by His Majesty without
his blood boiling in his veins, not once was the name of that
foreign officer, subjugating the army, mentioned without
his whole being shuddering proclaiming in a marvelous ova-
tion: "God is with us...The decisive hour is approaching."

As for the continuous Jewish aggressions on the
borders and the martyrs whose funerals were crowding each
other, if this is the price to regein the squandered dignity
and recover the plundered fatherland let them Jordan sacri-
fice for such a purpose all that true patriotism and honest
determinetion require. ILet its soldier fight with the few
weapons they have. If the soldler consumes his weapon, or
if he is not given any, let him fight even with stones to
the last breath.

3. TOWARD TREATY ABROCATION

¥any of us in Jordan and other Arab states know a lot

about the negotiations which began between the British and
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Jordan Governments in 1954 to substitute the 1948 Anglo-
Jordanisn Treaty by & Special Agreement. But most of what
we know is based on press reports and broadcasting services.
The people, therefore, have extemporaneous opinions of the
events that took place and their results based upon such
facts and news they received through the press and the radio.
Such facts and events were, undoubtedly, molded and fashioned
by interested hands in a mold dictated by the conditions,
circumstances, and requirements of propaganda.

These opinions were either wrong or immature and dis-
torted most of the time. Such shortcomings should be blamed
upon propagenda. It is in the public interest that propa-
ganda should show the facts when we are facing an enemy not
when we are facing our families and our own peoples. FPropa-
gandg should be employed to spread fear snd confusion in the:
enemy ranks. It would be a crime to use propaganda ma-
chinery to distort the truth and to prevent the people from
investigating and studying their affairs for their patri-
otic pursuits.

The national responsibility, especially in the diffi-
cult period the Arab nation is passing through, demand
that we should study our problems with consciousness, and
base our information on facts in order to make the right

plans, and strive to find proper solutions for our problems.

There is a clear distinction between constructive
criticism and unfair attacks aiming only at destruction
and the shaking of the existing foundations.

Now we present the Arabs for the first time with the
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details of the events end historical facts related to
Jordan's negotiations with Britain. 1In doing this we
intend, above dll, to clarify the mind of the people sO
tet they can see to what extent the various propagande
apparatus have misled them.

The legal justification that Britain hed in claiming

Jordan was based upon the 19,8 Treaty of Alliance and

Friendship.

Hussein looked at the free path he traced for his
country and saw this treaty on its wey as 2 sinister obsta-
cle. He looked at the date of its termination and sew it
far, far away -- 1t was intended to last until 1968.

The refined education His Majesty had received under
his noble Nashemite family had plented in his soul the
spirit of wisdom end insight, and in his blood the spirit

of revolt and struggle. It provided him vi th enough firm

opinion and true determination to lighten his way with
truth and righteousness.

His Mejesty realized that after the disaster of
palestine he was leading his natlon in the midst of a huge
international turmoil where all values and standards were
mixed up, where the criteria of law and justice were con-
fused and where peace and love wers upset.

This realization widened the mission of his nation to
the role of enriching the human conscience with truth and
noble thoughts, and to spread justice and peace in every
corner of the earth.

A king with that upbringing and those dreams and hopes
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would naturally know when to use a sword and when to use a
pen. He would not move his pen when he must pull his swora
and he would not ask for the sword where the pen must per-
formi

For this reason he first treaded the diplomatic path
to remove the obstacle of the treaty from his way. He sent
to London, in December 1954, his then prime minister, the
late Tewfiq Abul-Huda, and the minister of defense, Anwar
Nuseibah, to start negotiations with the British Government
aiming at the modification of the 1948 Anglo-Jordanian
Treaty.

The se negotiations were primarily aiming at that which
was always worrying the young king, namely to provide
weapons for the army stationed on the borders.' He took
this path after he had exhausted hls efforts in vain in
trying to obtain help from the Arab states.

The negotiations were also aiming at substituting the

pritish assistance mentioned in the treaty for a reasonable

rent in return for the use of military bases in Jordan.

The negotiations were broken before reaching an sagree-
ment. The two parties agreed to start them again after the
situation gets clearer in the Middle East in the light of
the expected developments in the British relations with
certain states, specially Iraq.

The atmosphere was lcaded at the time with rumors
about the Baghdad Pact.

In February 1955 these developments crystallized by
the signing of the Baghdad Pact. Thus the Anglo-Iraqi

Treaty was aﬁrogated. Efforts were made to reopen the
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negotiations with Britain, but no Jordanian officlal ever
connected the idea of reopening negotiations with Jordan
joining the Pact.

' The Jordanian Government, under Mr. Sa'id al-Mufti,
addressed a memorandum to the British Govemment on

16 Rovember 1955 asking for the opening of negotiati ons
to elarify the nature of the relationship between the two
countries in the light of the developments that took place
in the Mlddle East. The note specified very clearly that
Jordant's policy aimed at securing the following.

1. The preservation of the Arab Mutual Defense Treaty
and the Jorden's obligations to honor the clauses of the
treaty.

2. To support Jordan completely to achieve the Arab
demands and rights in Palestine and to repel aggressions
sgainst Jordan from whatever quarters they camse.

3. To consider the following forces the minimum requirse-~
ments for the defense of Jordan.

(a) an infantry division;

(b) an armored division;

{¢) heavy artillery;

(d) & paratrooper brigade;

(e) a commando unit;

(f) an airforce including fighters and bombers;

(g) a naval force in Agaba and the Dead Sea.

Tt so happened that General Abdel Hakim Amer, C-in-C
of the Egyptian armed forces, was on an official visit to

Jordan at ths time. The Jordanian officials showed him the
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note. He took the most hopeful view and expressed his
satisfaction for what the note included and considered
its achievements a gain for Jordan and all the Arabs.
He kept a copy of the note and took it back to Egypt with
him at the end of his visit.

The British Government answered favorably to the

wishes of the Jordanian Government and a British official

delsgation, under General Templer, arrived in Ammen to

begin the negotiations between the two countries.

As soon as he arrived, Templer went to visit His
Majesty the king. Templer talked about the coming negoti-
ations wlth the Jordanian Government. He said, among other
things, that Jordan needs a strong ally to stand by its
side and that the continuance of monarchy in Jordan was
conditioned by the presence of such an ally. The king
shuddered when he heard tlt from the head of the British

delegation. He turned to Templer emnd t0ld him with sim- -
plicity, determination, and decision: "the value of a
throne depends on the amount of services the king provides
for his country and nation. Should my throne any day
stand in the way of my country and nation I would be the
first to abdicate, as my ancestors did before."

Templer felt the tension of the situation and his
eritical position. He realized that the young king facing
him could be won neither by intimidation nor by enticement.
He withdraw his words, trying to change the meaning he
intended and the purpose he aimed at. But Hussein had

spoken apd that was the end of the meeting.
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Templer found that the Jordanian Government had pre-
pared & new note stating Jordan's objectives and view~
points for the coming negotiations.

The following is the text of the note written by &

member of the Jordanian cabinet at the time (Mr. Azmi

Nashashabi).

| praft Agreement

vhe Jordanian Hashemite Kingdom agrees 50 join the
Baghdad Pact on the following conditions:

1. His Majesty's government shall provide the follow-
ing military units for the forces of His Majesty the king
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan:

A and B ~- increase in the armed forces by 65%;

¢ apd D -- supply of 6 million poundst worth of heavy

and medium weapons.

2. His Majesty's Government will back Jordam's view-
point in the Military Commission to enable the latter to
assume its defemnsive responsibilities in accordance with &
military program to be devised.

3. His Majest's government will open negotiations with
Jordan to replace the 1948 Anglo-Jordanian Treaty by &
special agreement in sccordance with Article I of the Bagh-
dad Pact provided that the special sgreement would include
the following.

A. The confirmation of friendship and peace between

the two contracting parties.

B. The termination of the 1948 Anglo~Jordanian Treaty,

its eppendixes, and exchanged correspondence.

-38-
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C. The cooperation of the two governments for the
defense of Jordan including the preparation of military
plans, mutual assistaence, and combined maneuvers. This
assistence will include the following provisions.

(1) His Majesty's Government shall pay to the
treasury of Jordan a finencial assistance to cover the
expenses of the Jordenian forces and to secure its require-
ments. A minimum sum will be agreed upon.

(2) The Government of Jjordan will provide all
the facilities for the meintenance of A.AF. units at Amman
ard Mafraq.

(3) His Mejesty's Govemment shall take it upon
{tself to provide immediate assistance to Jordan in case of
eny armed aggression. The two governments will also hold
consultations in case of the emergence of any danger.

®. The two contracting powers shall mutually provide
the necessary facilities for thelr planes in their respective
countries.

¥. This Agreement shall not alter eny present or future
obligations of the two contracting powers to the international
laws, treaties, end the Charter of the United Nations.

G. This agreement shall remain valid as long as the
two contracting powers will remain members of the Baghdad
Pact.

we must sdd to this the written statemsnts exchanged
between Jordan and the member states of the Baghded Pact,

where they pledged themselves to back Jordan's position in

the palestine question. They also agreed tat the Jordan

-39-
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participation in the Pact w11l not alter her obligations
toward the Arab states in comnection with the provisions
of the Arab Mutual Defense Treaty. (A1l the states

accepted these conditions.) s

1t so happened again that Lieutenant Colonel Anwar &as-

Sadét, secretary general of the Islamiec conference snd member

of the Revolutionary Council of Egypt, was in Amman when the
secogd note wes presented to the British delegation. The . .
“ibgg:n suthorities showed him the note and explained the )
nature of the negotiations and their directions. He blessed
their efforts and warmly supported the move. Like his
comrads General Abdel Hakim Amer, Anwar considered the

move as a gain for Jordan and all the Arabs. He declared

in the name of Egypt and its leader Jamal Abdel Nasser,

his support for such a move, which would lead to the

expansion of the army and to the supply of modern weapons.

The negotiations started. The Egyptian Ambassador to
.Jordan visited Mr. Haza' al-Majali (Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of the Interior in Mr. Satid al-puftirs Goverﬁ-
ment) and expressed his conviction that Jordan was the
gainer in the negotiations since Britain had accepted
Jordsn's demends; and he hoped that Jordan would use
Egyptian expertz for the new weapons which will be pro-
vided for the Jordan Arab army.

When the negotiations reached their end, after a whole
week, a difference of opinion developed within the Jordan
Cabinet concerning the final note. Some ministers suggested

that the views of Jamal Abdel Nasser should be sought before
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_handing the note officially to the British Government. The
rest of the ministers thought that copies of the note should
be sent simultemeously to the Egyptian President and the
British Government.

The first group of ministers went to the Egyptian
Embassy in Ammen after the meeting and thus oreated further
discords. They, suddenly, tendered their resignations to
the prime minister without giving any reasons, motives, or
explanations. The prime minister felt the awkwardness of
his position against this open action of his ministers and
saw that it was difficult for him to remain in his post and
continue his negotiations with the British side. This resig-
nation came in the weke of an organized propagenda campalgn
which did tremendous harm to Jordan, and the same campaign
took advantage of the resignation in a very ugly way.

Al-yufti had no alternative but to resign; he, there-
fore, sent His Majesty the following letter of resignations:
His Hashemite Majesty, My Lord the King:

I submit to my master and lord, for your agreement,

my resignation for personal reasons, reaffirming on thils
occasion my loyalty and devotion to your exalted throne,
and beseeching the Almighty to preserve your noble person
for the good of the Arabs and for the happiness of your
trusted people.
14 December 1955 Your faithful servant,
Said al-Mufti
It appeared to the subversive propagandists that the

resignation of al-Mufti's government came as a result of the
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pressure -- arousing internal public opinion in Jordan, and
vilifying the reputation of the Jordanian rulers and authori-
ties -- that they had sought to apply on it. They were,
however, surprised when a new cabinet was formed by Hazzat
al-yajjali, a member of al-Mufti's government, ahd a mem-~

ber of the Jordenian delegation for negotistions to end

the Anglo-Jordanian Treaty. This put an end to the propa-
ganda campaign, but the Egyptian press and radio saw to 1t
that Jordan be pushed, closer and closer, to the brink of
disaster.

Hazzat' al-Majjali decided that the new developments
which now faced the country called for a popular referendum
before any decision or ratification could take place. He,
therefore, suggested to the king that parliament be dis-
solved as a first step toward new elections which would en-
able the people to express its will; and that, after the
elections, the people's representatives would decide upon
the negotiations and its results. What follows is the text
of the letter addressed by al-Majjali to His Majesty the
King concerning the above question.

My Lord, His Majesty the King:

Since your beloved kingdom is facing, at the present
time, important developments that concern the national
interest of the country, and since these developments were
unknown or not clear to your people during the past elections,
and since these developments require a national consensus
once again, I beg Your Majesty to agree to use your consti-

tutional right as stated in Article 34, Paragraph 3 of the

-42=
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; constitution. Should Your Majesty accept my request, T

N will tender my resignation and that of my government during

A the period stated by the constitution, so that Your Majesty
can appoint & provisional government o carry-out the gener-
al elections in the country until your people‘s new repre-
sentatives can assume the responsibility for the general
policy under your guidance.

In conclusion, I besesch God Almighty to preserve you
for the good of the country and the ATabs.

19 December 1955 vour faithful servant,

Hazza' al-Majjali

His Majesty the King decided to accept his prime-
ministert's request. He, therefore, igsued the- following
royal ordinance.

#e, Hussein I, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan;
after consulting Article 34, paragraph 3 of the Constitution,
herewith issue our order 40 dissolve the parliament on the
condition that new elections should teke place and that the
new parliament be convened on the date set by the consti- ;
tution.

al-Hussein Bin Talal
Hazza' al-mejjali, The Prime Minister
L Jamadi I, 1375 Hj 19 December 1955.
ATtiéle 34, Section 2 states that:

wThe government shall resign within one wesk of the

dissolution of the parliement. The election shall be

administered by a provisional government whose members

| shall not be eligible for pomination in the elections.®

~43~ :
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Majjalil tendered the resignation of his government to
His Majesty the King; end His Majesty sent the following
letter appointing Ibrahim Hashem.

Dear Mr. Ibrahim Hashem:

Due to the resignation of Premier Hazza' al-Majjali,
and because of our complete faith in your loyalty to the
nation and the throne, end your experience and understand-
ing of the affairs of our trusted people, we, with the help
of God, name you prime minister. We hope that your program
will include the following:

eul. general elections for a new parliament ;

2. organization of governmental structure on the basis
of justice, qualification, and trustworthiness.

Wwe pray to God to help you achieve the measures of
prosperity that we wish for our people, and we expect you
to present the names of your colleagues.

al-Hussein
5 yemedil I, 1375, H; 20 December 1955.

Before elections could take place, and while the
provisional government was making the necessary preparations
to carry them out, a number of ex~-deputies sent a petition
to the King in which they claimed thet the dissolution of
the parliament had been unconstitutional, since the decree
had not been signed by the minister of the interior in the
government of Hazza!' al-Majjali, e&s is required by Article
L0 of the Constitution.

His Majesty the King referred the petition to the

cabinet which in turn referred it to the Supreme council for

Ll
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an interpretation of the Constitution.

The Supreme Council ruled that the dissolution of the
parlisment had, indeed, been unconstitutional.

This ruling, by the Supreme Council, rescinded the
purpose for which the provisional government had been formed

({i.e., carrying out of the new parliementary elections) and

Tbrahim Hashem submitted the resignation of his government
any It

to His Majesty the King which was accepted.

But the propagande campaign continued to distort the
facts and to spread rumors, oblivious of the real situation
in Jordan, and the true desire of that country to conclude -
or shorten the duration of the treaty, and forgo the mili-
tary and political gains which Abdel Hakim Amer, Anwar &l-
Sadat, and Gamal Abdel Nasser recognized as benefitting
Jordan.

Hussein felt that to continue further the negotiations
would mean the continuation and the intensification of these
campaigns,and that such a situation would weaken the pact
between the sister-states at a time when they were in dire
need for cooperetion and unity.

His Majesty, furthermore, felt that the propaganda
campalgn aimed at the negotiations, which was undertaken by
some of the responsible authorities and others, was not
entirely prompted dy nationalistio.motivations.

His Majesty had not, up till then, uttered the trenchant
word in the negotiations, but had left the freedom of action
to his government.

His Majesty then spoke, and what he said was clear,

L5~
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comprehensive, and frank: "no treaties.”

His Majesty then sent Rifail the following letter en-
trusting him with the task of forming a new cabinet to
succeed that of Ibrahim Hashem.

Dear Nr. Samir Rifai:

Due to the resignation of Mr. Ibrahim Hashem, and in

the light of the disturbances that have swept the country
(the causes and instigators of which you are well acquainted
with), and because of our complete faith in your loyalty to
the country and the throne, and due to your quallfications
and experience in protecting the interests of our people,
and your understending of the phases in which Jordan is
passing through and the efforts used to achieve Jordan's
foremost goal, we, with the help of God, name you prime
minister. We hope that your program will include the
following:

1. To meintain friendly and brotherly relations with
all the Arab sister-states in the interest of this country
and its foremost cause, Palestine.

2. To meintain good relations with all the friendly
and sllied nations.

And, as faer as the internal situstion is concerned:

1. Enforcement of law and order.

2. oOrganization of the governmental structure on the
bagis of justice, competence, and purification from sub-

versive elements.

3. Continuous work to better the economic and social

situatdl on in the country.
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4. Inoreased attention toward generasl military af-
fairs. The strengthening of our air force, so that our

forces will be able to repulse aggressions and defend the

ey

‘éountry's integrity end line of defense, and to secure for
the citizens, especially those in the forward villages, a
peaceful life.

We pray God to help you achieve the prosperity we wish
for this noble people. We expect you to submit the names
of your colleagues for the offices.

al-Hussein
2L, Jemadi I, 1375, H; 8 January 1956.
.;When, after a few days Rifai stood in the Natiomal

N

Council to read his government program, he emphasized, in
a special section of his speech, that Jordan will not be
linked to any foreign treaty; and this decision, he declared,
was Treached through the royal desire and guidance. What
follows is the text of the section from Rifaits speech on
26 January 1956.

"Since the Hashemite Kingdom of Jorden is bound by
defense pacts and friendship end goodwill treaties with
some of the independent Arab states, and since 1t cooperates
with all the sister states within the Arab League and the
Arab Mutual Assistance Pact, I have asserted in the decla-
ration I made when I formed the cabinet that i1t is not our
policy to enter into, or be bound by, new treaties, and that
we will endeavor to strengthen Arab cooperation. We believe
that the unity of the Arab Nation is the first requirement
and the first foundation in the life and integrity of that

47~
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nation.n

When His Majesty al-Hussein visited Damascus shortly
thereafter, he took it upon himself to implement this
policy. The joint declaration that followed the dis-
cussions between His Majesty and Shukri al-Kuwatly, Presi-
dent of the Syrian Republic, was an example of his determi-
nation. We shall discuss this joint declaration in detail
in a later chapter.

The King then reviewed all the past incidents. The
visions of liberty and the state of his army and country
rersisted in his memory, snd he decided to act. His action
was, indeed, beyond the expectations of his country, beyond
the expectations of the Arabs, and even beyond the expec-

tations of the world. -

4. ARABIZING THE ARMY

As a result of the negotiations that were undertaken
by Jordan to modify the Anglo-Jordanian Treaty of 1948,
Jewish feelings were further aroused that Jordan, on the
Eastern side of the armistice line, would be the point of
departure for ell future Arab causes which they fgared.

As far as the Jews were concerned, Jordan represented
the real source of danger threatening their existence and,
therefore,

/they found it a fit place for their treachery, conspiracy,
ard aggression.

Their traditionel insolence and treachery made it easy

for them to commit an aggression every night against the

peaceful villages along the border lines. So much so thet

-1,8-
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the aggressions committed against Jordan in the period of
a month exceeded those committed against all the Arab
states neighboring on Israel since the Palestinian debacle
and the armistice.

The Arab Iegion and the National Guard, which, by then,
had taken up their positions on the border, found most of
thelr ways blocked, and their chances wasted, by a foreign
command. As a result of such a situation, the members of
the Jordenisn Arab army and National Guard, full of
patriotism and sorrow, sent the King bitber accusations.

The frontier situation was not the only case against
the doubtful behavior of this foreign command. There had
been a comtinual occurrence of shameful mistekes that did
not escape the attention of the vigilant King.

One day, Hussein decided to slap this command. On the
marning of 9 April 1955, he celled for a military conference
at which the following were present: the late Towfig Abul-~
Huda, Anastas Hanania, Anwar Nusseiba, Riad al-Mufleh, .
Sulayman Tugen, Bshjat al-Talhouni, Mohammad al-Satadl, the
Grand Chemberlisn, Aoud Mohammad al-Khalidy, Izzat Hassan,
Colonel william Hutton, Majors Friends and Arabiat, snd
Chief-of-Staff Glubb.

The King entered the conference room and surprised the
meeting with the following message.

"Gentlemen:
"We cammnot afford in this present situation, when we

face an enemy which has villainous plans against‘us, and

which seizes every opportunity to indulge in en act of

<49~
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aggression against us, to be forebearing with each other,

or to remain silent toward the mistakes that are being

committed and the incidents for which we have no expla~
nations. Due to these incidents, our progress does not
compare favorably with the progress achieved by our
enemy since the catastrophs, a period in which we could
have achieved much more. The oceasion on which we meet
today, to study what has to be done in preparation for
that not-far-away day when this country will engage in &
new war with Israel, is one of the pest occasions in which
I can make some remarks concerning the mistakes and the
weak points in an unenviable situation, in the hope that
we can work toward negating this situation. It is not
enough that we be in a better military situation than some*-
of the arab armies, but it is mandatory that we seek out
the weak points within our renks and proceed to do away
with them. In what follows, I will enumerate some of the
points that have led s in the past, end will still lead
to disaster if we raii to recognize them.

n1, It is impossible for any nilitary force in the
world today to carry oub its duty to the best of its ability
if some of the important prerequisites are found to be
wanting. The army, whose soldiers .and officers consist of
nationals, should have -a highly capable and qualified
command and a superibr level of officers in order to a-
chieve the required goal.

nphis, unfortunately, is one of the painful weaknesses

in our army. A great number of the officers of the Jordanian

~50-
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Arab army end the Nationel Guard, in particular, cannot
qualify because of education or experience. Most of them
reached their ranks through seniority, without any consi-
deration to their capability or competence. This system
has prevented the promotion of many of our young men. And
here I must declere that, by adopting thls system, we are
not sesking to create the qualified leaders, but that we
are destroying the few eloments that can attain the superior
level. Some might say that the above elements have revo-
lutionary tendencles.

w1t is impossible to question their allegiance to the
country. As far as all allegiance is concerned, I believe
that ellegiance to a person is a real mistake. Persons
might commit mi stakes, and could deviate. Allegiance
should be to the country and to the general cause, and not
to specified persons. There is no objection, however, that
allegiance be given o0 these persons so long as they strive
for the good of the country. positions have no value, per
se, unless they denote, oTr are indication of, the services
rendered to one's country-men and brothers. It is our duty
to elevate the officer standards, to take into considera-
tion their competence and their leadership capabilities,
and to prepare & speclal program whereby our goal could be
achieved in filling up all the positions in our army with
capable young citizens. I believe that, at the very moment,
we can employ leaders, graduates of the British staff
College, from among our young men who were sent there be-

ceuse of their aptitude and who achieved very good results.

-51-
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1 guarantee that they are equel, as far as ability is con-
cerned, to the present leaders (foreigners). Moreover, the
question of the training end the cultural level of the
candidates, as well as the qualifications of the trainers,
must be included in this program.

w2, The command structure of the Jordenian Arab army
jneludes a number of pranches which are not within its
speciality or field of work. It nesds to be changed and
reorgenized. The structure which, in the past, was suita-
ble and capable to command a division, cannot command the
army in its present state.

wmjoreover, numerous are its mistakes and negligences.
The air force, for instence, is not the puginess of the
army command ; end it is impossible for any person 1o
succeed in & field of work which is not his. This situ-
ation applies equally to the police force end the constabu-
lary, and the jnvestigation department. The air force
should be connected to the Department of pefense directly.
One of the unforgivable mistakes happened when the air force
was Tirsst established. Huge sums were paid to buy 2
squadron of training planes with wooden frames, only %o
£ind out that the responsible authorities hed completely
overlooked the dryness of the weather in Jordan which 4id
not suit this type of frame. It was only a matter of
months before these planes had %o be grounded as worthless,
and the money spent did not benefit the country.

nThe police and the constabulary end the investigation

department should be responsible to the Ministry of Interior,
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while army intelligence can collect the information con-
¢cerning the situation, plans, and preparations of the
enemy.

wphe soldier has his job, and the politicien his
polities. TO add one to the other will invariably result
in chaos.

v3, We move now to the general policy. I find it
important, however, to bring to your attention the following
points first: the Hashemite Kingdom of Jorden is a sover-
eign state. 1t has treaty obligations with Great Britain

which are based on mutual interests and defense. should

one of the parties be attacked, or enter into war with
another country, the other party will £ind itself obliged
to come to i1ts help. T £ind the mention of this side of
the political aspect sufficient. To return to the intefnal
situation: I say that in drawing up any military plan we
must consider the safety of the country from aggression
and”%he maincéenance of security and peace. These are tﬁz
rights of every citizen. Confronted with these points, we

£ind that the only acceptable military plan is the one which

will fulfill.the above requirement. Not one position shéll

be evacuated, and not one inch of our land given up. This

i1s the only thing we will sgree %o, although some might not
see eye to eye with us. TFailure %o fulfill the above will
lead to the destruction of Jordan. The military plan must
also include & counter-offensive aimed at the enemy:ts
weakness. It is well known that a sudden logs of territory

will demoralize the enemy. In this the combatants put their
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greatest efforts. Then the weakness or strength of the
prewar preparations become apparent.

n,. This Kingdom may be in a bad economic situation.
This means nothing at all. It is within our power (and
with what we have if well distributed) to accomplish a lot.
No one can deny that there has been over-expenditure in the
army's budget. ‘With every inerease in the budget, there
has been a corresponding increase in the salary of the
officers, or the soldier, so much so thet in a few years
we have equelled the salary of the officers or the soldiers
to one of the great countries, while, for instance, the
national guard was neglected. We are establishing a modern
commend (as if we were secure and confident) while it is
possible for the planes of the enemy to hide their presence
from us completely.

"We spend money on clubs, and between this and the
other, & number of opportunities are wasted, and, in certain
cases, some people get rich,

"Equally, when it is possible for us to buy certain
things from here and there at low prices, we fail to do i%,
but we buy them from our "ally" at higher prices. Just a

short while ago, even after Jordan had started to produce

cement, the cement used by the army had to be imported from
abroad, and it cost us plenty! With a bit of organization,
therefore, we can accomplish far more then we are ac-
complishing &t the moment.

n5, The internal situation of the country does not

face up to reality. We are in a state of war with the Jews,
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while the supply of ammunition is short, and the ammunition
dumps can be easily destroyed by Jewlsh Parachutists. This
gpplies equally to the fuel situation. It 1s our duty to _
increase the supply of ammupition and to have it stored in%
gecret places in both sectlons of the country. We must
further seek to build an apmunition factory like those being
built by our neighbors. 1t could be said that there is a
need for raw materials; and it should be answered that the
Jews import thelr raw raterials and produce the arms and

ammunitions with which to fight us. We do not want to find

ourselves in the same situation we were in a few years 2go,

when we were denied ammunitions.

6. We are in dire need of an air force capabls of
repulsing aggression, protecting our line of communication
and strateglc centers, and of bombarding the enemy positions
and centers. TFuture engagements will be decided by the air
force, for in this century, the air force is the pillar of
strength. The training of parachutists follows naturally.

n7, As relates to the army, necessity requires that
we create, in principle, a battalion of commendos to bse
trained in sabotage. It is advisable that they be re-
eruited from emong the scouts {because of their knowledge
of positions}.

wg, Tt is equally our duty %o strengthen military in-
telligence to enable it to collect the informatlon concerning
the enemy.

ng, We must draw up plans %o modernize the smell-arms

equipment of the army bafore it is too late. The 303 calibver
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rifle and others have been discarded by most countries in
favor of new rifles and armaments of different caliber.
This will create, therefore, in the near future problems
in equipment supply.

n10. We must strive to organize the civil defenss of

the country so that in case of war chaos can be avoided,

and every person can be aware of his duty. All must
realize thet it is useless to wait and to remain inactive.
In the interest and security of the country, every one
should sacrifice to reap the fruits of victory and
success.

e must first rely upon ourselves in disposing of
our affairs, and then on our friends; and in the future

our military plen must be drawn up with this in mind.

#11. Tinally, we must take notice of these points
and seek to implement them. We must try to understand
the points that might still be vague in our relationships,
g0 that we can achieve the required results, and so that
good will, the pasis for success, cen be established.

T thank you all for this occasion which hes enabled
me to state some of my slncere and cendid opinions. We
hope for prosperity in the future. Peace be upon you."

This historic speech left the listeners astounded.
There was Hussein accusing, openly and clearly, the
foreign command which still was seeking to banish the
good elements in the army on the grounds that they had
revolutionary tendencies and thst their allegiance was

questionable. Hussein was meking it clear that "allegiance
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should be to the country and to the general cause, and

not to specified persons." His Majesty did not stop

here but continued in his defiance to tell the Chief-of-
stggg that our young men wexre superior to the foreign ;b,

commenders, and no pretense should be made, therefore,

that the latter are indispensible.

what could they say? There Hussein, the leader, was
defying the summit by hurtling every accusation on his
Chief-of-Staff in the presence of the ministers and
officers: "you might have been qualified to command &
division in the past, but you are no longer qualified to
cbmmand the army in its present statet And, therefore,
a change, a purge, and a reorganization must take place.”

What could these changes that Hussein had in mind be?

And what was this purge for vhich he was planning and
preparing?

And what was this reorganization for which Fussein was
setting a date in the near future?

What could they, who claimed recognition after the im~
possible had occurred, be saying now?

Did they know the date in which Hussein delivered this
immortal speech? And did they forget where and In which

country they had been Tesiding when the speech was delivered?

e

Tn all probabillity a feeling of pride and self-respect
is consuming every Arab citizen in Jordan and elsewheTe now

that a courageous chapter in the 1life of Hussein is being

unveiled for the rirst time. %

Indeed, the Arab citizen in Jordan and elsewhere knows,
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as he reads these lines for the first time, that his
dreams, hopes, and sufferings and sorrows have never been
more alive in the heart of anyone as they were in the
heart of Hussein.

we let this nationelistic message of the King speak
for itself.

To the young men who have slways complained about the
forelign command in the Jordanian Arab army, and who have
made continuous efforts to remove them and banish them from
the renks without knowing that their king was avenging the
loss of their dignity by slapping at the command .

To the officers who were denied their rewards, rights,
and privileges by the foreign command of the army, and who
were appointed to insignificant posts end replaced with
fore}gn officers inferior to them in competence and leader-
ship.

To the citizens who prayed God night and day that He
keep their country, frustrate the vindictiveness and designs
of this foreign commend, end protect them from the suc-
cessive Jewish aggressions, while unaware that Husssein
was conscious of the vindictiveness of thelr internal end
external enemies.

Finally to those who, deceitfully, fraudfully, end
covetously attributed every obligation, achievement, and
courageous act to thelr own sacrifices and efforts.

Wwe leave this nessage of the King in the hands of
everyone -- to read and to be enlightened by it.

Those present left the conference room, and the King
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left to ask his chancellor to send a copy of his message
to the prime minister for implementation.

At the outskirts of Ammen the army end the national
guard were assembling to take part in the festivities that
mark the army day. The untiring young King, who had come
to participate in the festivities, stood up and deliversd
the followving message:
nGourageous soldiers and guardsmen:

npraise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Pralses

and peace be upon His faithful prophet. It is my pleasure,
on this day, to greet you wherever you may be, end what-
ever your position is -- officer, guardsman, and soldier.
Thigkis a national day, for the army is nothing but the
heart of the nation, filling our lives with vigour end
strength, and fostering peace and security. You young
men, believing in God end dedicated to defend your fellow-
countrymen, are but the descendants of the conquering
Arabs, and the sons of those fortunate zealots who gave
their lives for the glory of the country and the honor

and welfare of its inhablitants.

N"Oh men of the Arab army and the Neational Guard:

It is the right of the country to look to the army

as the symbol and fulfillment of its expectations and
desires, as an expressive picture of its extensive hopes,
and as a song continually inspiring strength and sacrifice.
For it is only through willingness end sacrifice thet
liberty can be maintained, and only through them cen

justice prevail end evil perish.
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"It 1s the right of the army to feel that it 1s the
backbone of the nation, to see the country proclaim its
sovereignty and independence, inspire the future with
dignity end honor, snd believe in the inevitability of a
strong army to protect it from aggression, and acknowledge
the enormity of its responsibility.

"In conclusion, I congratulate you on this occasion
which renews the faith and hopes of the nation in you. I
congratulate you my trusted peopls, for this faithful army
which has promised God and the nation to repulse every
aggression, and to remein a faithful servant of our be-
loved country and our eternal heritage, so that we can
live up to our history and to the glories of our natioﬁ

; and Arab brothers in a new dawn. DPeace be upon you."

The cheers of the crowd and soldiers rent the skies.
These words aroused the expectations end inspired hope,
and filled the soul with determination and faith. Every
word of this message was a reflection of the speech
delivered a few hours earlier. One in which Hussein
defined the mission, responsibilities, and duties of the
ermy (which is en indication of a mew dawn, so that in
its ever flooding light, the glories of the past and its
memories cen embrace the honor ard dignity of the present).

This Tirm stand taken by Husseln increased the evil
detérmination of the Jews. They increased their border-
aggressions while the army stood fast, its soul filled with
the determination and the faith with vhich Hussein had in-

spired it.
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while these aggressions were being committed against

te peaceful villages and scattered positions along the

armistice line, the leaders and the responsible authorities

in the sister-aArab nations were content with sending tele-

it

R grams of condolence over the Jordanien deed, and the dis-
patch of proclamations in which they reaffirmed their

e solidarity with Jordan -- the sister-Areb state.

+ The Jews realized that their jndividual attempts at
aggression against this or that Jordanien position were
pot achieving the desired effects. They decided %o attack
jorden in the spring of 1956. They were looking forward
to the seizure of the remeining part of palestine. 1In
thelr proclamations, the Jewish leaders described the
rivér Jordan as the natural frontier of Tsrael, at least

for the time being.

e T

News reached Hussein disclosing the aggressive in-

tentions and the treacherous plans whereby the Jews were

to pounce on jordan in the near future.

The King remembered the vision of the seized riches

which he saw every time he alighted in one of the sections
o of the westem bank of the Jordan, amldst the fire along
the whole bvorder, while he tried to stiffen to the tears
of the widows and the sorrows of the pereaved -- which
changed into cheers and joy at his sight. This vision
made clear the mission which he hed undertaken to carry
out when he was proclaimed Xing, a few years earlier, and
he now decided to defend every inch of his country at what-

ever cost and sacrifice.
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Despite the earlier messages which he hed sent to
warn the Arab kings end presgidents, Hussein decided this
time to send them a new message informing them about the
treacherous intentions the Jews had in mind for Jordan
and the Arabs, and urging them to confer and to stend
united in the face of aggression and the aggressors.

.« Oon a stormy morning toward the end of Jemuary 1956,
e plane took off from Ammen on its way to the distant
Arab capitals, with Samir al Rifei, the then priwe minis-
ter, and Bahjat al-Tallhouni, the chancellor, aboard carry-
ing the important letters sent by Hussein to his brothers
the kings and presidents.
His Majesty, our brother King Saud ibn Abdel-Aziz, may God
preserve him:
His Majesty, our brother King Felsal of Iraq, mey god pre-
serve him:
His Highness, our brother Shukri al Xuwatly, President of
the Syrian Republic, may God preserve him:
His Highness, our brother Camille Chamoun, President of
the Lebanese Republic, may God preserve him:
His Excellency, our brother Gamal Abdel Nasser, the Prime
Minister of Egypt, may God preserve him:

I send you my greetings and best wishes, hoping to
find you in the best of health.

The information concerning the intentions of the
mutual enemy of the Arabs has besn pouring in, and most
gources agree that the Jews intend to deal the Arabs a

treacherous blow in the spring. What heve we prepared
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for this encounter in the near future? 1Is it not time
for us -- as we stand in the line of fire and blood,
threatened by treachery, and facing one of the most
deceitful enemies known since the dawn of humenity --
to recognize the degree of danger that surrounds us
and the intentions that are in store for us, and fore-
sake, accordingly, selfishness and place duty to our
nation, the welfare and future of our country, and the
defense of our sacred heritage and cradle of our civi-
lization and glory, above all others?

The Jewish state does not stand because of the

.Aeffgrts displayed by its oppressive inhabitants, but
because of the efforts displayed by international Jewry
and its supporters. How far easier then for us, one
nation with similar interests and mission, to act to-
gether to avenge oursslves and our country, and to change
all that came t0 us as a result of the debacls.

In this connection I suggest that we, the Arab
leaders, meet to decide on how to face the forthcoming
events, united in action and thoughts. The gonference
may take place in Jordan, your country and your first
line of defense, and the center from which we will spring
toward our goal snd enemy.

I hope to receive the acceptance of all my brothers.
Strength is in unity =and self-denial.

In conclusion, I send you my greetings and best
wishes, and to your people comfort and prosperity. Peace

be upon you.
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17 Jamadi al-Akhirsh 1375 H; 31 January 1956
al-Hussein

Hussein remained in the capital of his kingdom
walting.

The prime minister and the chancellor returned after
a few days, bearing the replies of his brothers, with the
exception of the Egyptian Presldent. A11 had agresd --
verbally ~- to consider the palestinian ceuse as the
cauge of the entire Arad nation and that of the islamic
peoples.

Bussein looked into the situation again and again.

The forthcoming blow was atill the aim of the Jews.
Tt had not been di scarded nor changed; and the frontiers
were extensivel

The situation had not changed. The only change came
in the form of that increase in proclamations and state- '
ments. Real help and effective assistance were still to
be implementedl

Thoughts f£illed the mind of Husseiln.

The vision returned to haunt him dey and night. It
was full of cheerful utterances and tears, SOTTOW and joy.
He saw the heavens filled with his countryt's martyrs; and
in the horizon, the stolen half of palestine was setting,
and the ster of David was floating over & cherished portion
of it, foretelling of the evil that was to befall the other
bank of the Jordan.

The vision of the army then ceme to his mind, --the

natred of the foreign commaend and foreign influence.
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Ope blow would be sufficient to change all that.

one blow, and a DEW dawn woulg breake.

One blow, and the frightful nightmare would dissolve.

But he might have %0 pay for it with his life and
throne.

In spite of that, Hussein decided to carry out his
plan with stubbornness and persistency, and proceeded to
implement it with en unrelenting firmness and determination.

Here we make room for the memoir s of the chencellor
which describes the incident.

This is Wednesday, 29 February 1956.

* His yajesty the King arrived at his office at an early
hour, in his military uniform which he had worn for the
past few days.

1 looked at his eyes and I am astounded by their
strange glint. I listened to his voice and missed its
usual clearness and calmness.

=M'The morning hours passed by, and in his nervousness ¥
the King consulted his wristwatch from time to time. And
then it was onse otclock, the time set for an interview with
te Chief-of-Staff. And the two men met!

His Majesty began by inguiring as 4o the Chief-of-
gtaffrs opinion concerning the Arabizing of the officers of
the Jordenian Arab army. Glubb's answer was that the
problem was not as easy as 1t might have sounded at first
band, and it could possibly be completed by 1985 if the

chief-of-staff remained a Britisher. This answer drew a

smile from the King, put it disappeared as suddenly as it
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had appeared.

The Xing then asked about the supply of ammunition
and whether it would suffice the army should a war break
out between Jordan and the Jews. The Chief-of-3taff e-
vaded the question. The supply was short and could not
be relied upon for any given time.

The King frowned, but he hastily asked the Chief-of-
Staff a final question as to the latter's opinion concerning
the separation of the police and the constabulary from the
army. The Chief-of-Staff hastened to reply that it was im-
possible .0 do so, since it would be contrary to, what he
called, public interest.

A minute of silence passed by; and then the Chief-of-
staff exposed his determination to dismiss a number of
officers from the ranks of the army because of their "dig-
loyalty and faithlessness." The King stood up suddenly --
an indication that the interview was at an end -- and then

said: "We shall discuss fhe subject next time.m

; .
The Chief-of-gtaff departed. The King left his office

for the palace of Bassaman.

I was at home when the telephone reng at six p.m. T
heard the King's voice which sounded more like the voice of
a leader in the center of a battle. He ordered me 4o see
the prime minister in order to convey to him the wish of
His Majesty to separate the police and the constabulary from
the army, and to take the necessary measures to implement

it at once. I went to the prime minister's house immediately.

I relayed to the prime minister the orders of His Majesty
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and returned to the chancery from where I sent the prime
minister a formal letter concerning the royal wish.

T was just about ready to leave the chancery at
exactly nine p.m. when His Majesty arrived alone. I re-
layed to HAis Majesty the summary of what had taken place
concerning the telephone conversation. - His Majesty
thought it over & long time, then he threw away a plece
of paper which was in his hand and left for Bassaman
palace.

Thursday, 1 March 1956.

I know of nothing that I can write about this day. I
resort to the writing of these memoir:s so that I can ra-
turn to them from time to time to remind myself of the
incidents at work thet time might make me forget. As to
this day, I doubt that there is anything on this world
which will make me forget a moment of it, or which will
efface its remembrance from my mind to the very end.

prior to thet day, history had roamed around the
ramparts of our country without once knocking at its doors
and entering. But Hussein, this day called it from Bassamen
and shouted at it in a deep voice saying "write." And
history wrote!

What took place that day was splendid and glorious,
as the day itself. History wrote on its front page the
greatest feat undertaken by & king. It wrote on its own
forehead, in shining letters, the most resplendent feat

kxnown to the Arabs in their new era.

Many will still remember this day. But none of them
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will kndw how the hours passed by and how the minutes

squeezediby as I was privileged to know. If these words

are recorded, it is that they may tell everyone in the

course of centuries to come, the story of the King who

made history and accomplished feats.

I had arisen, as usual, at an early hour. Within a
few minutes I was at my desk in the chancery reading the 2%
daily newspapers. Suddenly a chamberlain hurried to

announce the arrival of His Majesty the King. I had

scarcely time to rise to greet His Majesty, when I saw
him gtride through the door of my office.

He was wearing his military uniform. He had worn it

for qulite some time. His eyes indicated that he had not
slept; and, in spite of that, they shone with determination.

The King sat down. He then asked me to get in touch
with the prime minister to convey to the latter the Xing's o
wish to preside, personally, over a cabinet meeting.

I carried out the royal order at once. Then T started
to think. The military uniform His Majesty keeps on
wearing. The diligence that radiates from his face and
features. And the emergency meeting which he ordered. E

His Majesty had been looking at me with calmness. He h
then spoke to me in a composed and deep voice: "I suppose
that you are asking yourself what reason prompted ms to ’:
call this meeting. I shall not discuss it, but I will say
that I am, this day, trying to do something for my nation.
I shall either achieve it, or die doing it.v by

I felt a cold tremor run through me. And before I
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could think of anything with which to answer His Majesty,
hs spoke for a second time, and his voice seemed distant:
"Today we will either live nobly, or die nobly. A life
devoid of dignity is meaningless and not worth living."

I then sald to His Majesty as I thought about what I
had seen and heard: "this, my Lord, 1s the best defi-
nition for a noble life."

His Majesty answered me saying, "today Jordan will
turn a new leaf. Freedom or death."

His Majesty then stood up and entered his private

office alone. After a few minutes he came out holding a

small piece of paper which he folded end put in his
pocket.
He walked to his automobile and asked me to sit by

him. Then he ordered to be teken to the prime minister's

office.

The prime minister and his cabinet were awaiting the
arrival of His Majesty in front of the building.

His Majesty had scarcely crossed the lobby of the
building when he turned around and ordered one of the
royal guards saying, "take over the telephone switch~
board immediately.®

His Majesty walked up the stairs briskly and entered
the office of the vrime minister. The prime minister and
I followed him in.

The King spoke to the prime minister, Semir Rifai,
seying, "ever since I assumed my constitutional authority,

I have trisd to correct the situation as much as possidle,
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in & way that would uphold the dignity and honor of Jordan.
¥y efforts, however, have been wasted. I therefore have
found no other recourse tut to carry out my wish immediately.n
He then handed the prime minister a plece of paper with
the royal crest.
No sooner hed he finished reading the contents, then
His Majesty added: m™the plane is ready now and can take off
imﬁéﬁiaﬁely." -
Upon hearing that, I begged His Majesty's permission "’
to read the piece of paper; he granted me the permission,
and I took hold of that piece and read the following:
1. The dismissal of General Glubb from his position
as the Chief-of-gStaff.
2. The promotion of Colonel Radi Enab to Brigadier-~
General and Chief-of-Staff.
3. The dismissal of Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick Goghiil.
L. The dismissal of Colonel Hutton.
I saw Hig Majesty look at me as if expecting a state-
ment. T sald, "It will be & successful decision with the '
help of God, my lord.n .

His Mejesty then allowed the ministers in. They entered

and their faces showed questioning and bewilderment. His
Majesty greeted them and delivered the following speech:

"I do not want to go into a lot of explanations and
details. It will suffice to say that, from the very be-
ginning, and prior to my ascension, the army has been in a
sad state of affairs. I have tried very much to correct the

situetion, end I have tried a number of times to set the
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Chief-of-Staff on the path that would secure this country
its honor and dignity, but, alas, I am indeed sorry to say
that I have failed in my efforts.

"I believe that, if things are left to the whims and
desires of the Chief-of-Staff, it would not be long before
we would be confronted with & catastrophe similar to the
one that faced the Arabs in Palestine in 1948, or even worse.

"I, therefore, heve decided to dismiss the Chief-of-
Staff and a number of British officers upon whom he relies
to carry out his policy and implement his objectives. I
have further decided to carry out this decision without any
delay and I have ordered hils immediate banishment from this
country.

"I have great faith that you will carry out my wish,
and that you will teke the necessary measures to implement
it immediately."

The long silence that ensued was shattered by the prime
minister when he said: "we will now meet in an smergency
session to draw up the decision conforming with your royal
wish."

His Majesty the King arose with a confident smile and
said: '"the chancellor will remain with you to carry back
to me your decision.”

I accompanied His lajesty to the door where he ordered
the royal guard to remain with us while he departed for his
palace alone.

The prime minister returned to the conference room where

the cabinet began its session. I returned to the office of
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the prime minister's secretary to awalt the results.

1 was full of thoughts. I remembered the talks T had
had with His Majesty during the past few years. 1 equally
remembered the despair that choked. His Majesty whenever
he learned of an aggression against his army which had
not been reciprocated because of Glubb's policy. Then the
image of the King came to me in his military uniform with
eyes and face that showed fatigue.

T was interrupted in my thoughts by a voice calling
me to the cabinet room. I entered the room. It was now
exactly 12:30 p.m. The prime minister read the royal wish
once more, and then reed the cabinet's decision that was

in conformity with it. The text stated the following.

cabinet Decision No. 198.

In eccordance with the royal wish, the cabinet has
decided:

1. To dismiss General Glubb from his position as the
Chief-of ~-Steff and from the Jordanian army.

2. To promote Colonel Radi Enab to the rank of a
brigadier-general and the Chief-of-staff.

3. To dismiss Lieutenant~Colonel Patrick coghill.

L. To d&ismiss Colonel Hutton.

This decision shell be effective as of 3 March 1956,
and is to be forwarded to His Majesty for signature.

Dated 3 March 1956.

Upon reading the decision, the prime minister called
General Glubb, Colonel Enab, end the British Ambassador on

the telephone and asked them to meet him. A few minutes
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later Glubb entered the prime minister's office to hear
what he never thought he would hear.

Glubb, who saw in himself the pillar of British in-
fluence in the whole Middle East. Glubb, who controlled

the Tulers and leaders in all the countries of the Arab
world. Glubb, who was one of the few greats who could
formulate British policy in the world. Glubb, who was
now listening to the order of the young Hussein to leave
Jordan immediately.

The dangerous man was left dumbfounded. He could only
remember that he was supposed to leave immediately. When
he spoke, he begged that hé be sllowed to remain until 8 a.m.
the next day in order to prepare his family for departure.
His yoice was entreating. The military manifestation that
hed hovered above us for thirty years, now disappeared to )
make place for the appearance of a simple man asking some-
thing for his wife and children. His request was granted.
Hie was ordered to leave for his house and to remain there
until the hour of departure.

Glubb left the cabinet building for the last time. He
drove away in his car through the streets, which had become
congested with people, for his house on the Mountain of
E Amman. None suspected that this car and its occupant were
to disappear from Jordan forever. This time the car did
not drive to the headquarters, but drove to Glubb's houss,
surrounded by his special guard which should have been re-
placed by & special body of guards teking orders from the
besdquarters of the new commend , according to the military

regulations.
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Shortly, thereafter, Colonel Radi Enab arrived. The
prime minister informed him of the cabinet's decision
emanating from the royal wish, and congratulated him on
his promotion to brigedier-general and on his new post.
The prime minister then esked him to go immediately to the

headquarters to assume his responsibilities and to take the

necessary measures.

The British Ambagsador arrived soon after the new chief-
of-staff had left. He was informed by the prime minister
of the cabinett's decision and was told thet Glubbrs departure
had been set for the next day at 8 a.m. The British Ambassa-
dor left with & flushed face, disturbed appearance, and
glazed eyes.

It was 3:30 p.m. when the cabinet session came to en
end. I carried the cebinet's decision in hand, feeling as
if T carried the greatest document this country will ever
produce. I headed for the royal Jordanian divan to meet
His Majesty the King.

His Majesty was waiting. He had isolated himself in
his private office. The King signed the decision immediately.
I then asked that it be returned to the prime ministerr's
office.

The King arose and took me with him on his first visit
t0 the new Chief-of-Staff at the headquarters. I returned
t0 the royal divan where the British Ambassador had pre-
sented himself asking for an audience with His Majesty.

Hussein granted him an audience. It did not last long,

nor did its results lead to anything.
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- T remeined elone with His Majesty the XKing. Only the:

guards remained at the Divan. His Majesty then began to
prepare & message which he wanted to broadcast the next
morning after Glubb's departure.

The hours that passed by seemed like centuries, slow
and heavy. Every moment hiding the possibillty of a sur-
prise, and every minute bringing us closer to a new dawn.

Midnight; and Husseln had not yot eaten or rested.
Suddenly the telephone rang. It was the British Ambassa-
dor asking for an audience with His Majesty the King. I
would have preferred His Majesty to refuse the British
Ambassador the audience, but Hussein was prepared for .every-
thing. His life and throne were at steke; and an audience
with the ambagsador, or with enybody else, at that time of
the night, could not shake him.

This time the ambassador was full of threats and

promises. He asked that the decision be revoked, reminding

Hussein that he would have himself to bleme if anything
should heppen. Hussein answered him in my presence: “If
rolations with Britein were to be at the expense of the
country's dignity, then Jordan wants no such relations.”
His Majesty made it clear to the ambassador that Jordan hed
acted within her rights, and that he had exercised his
constitutional rights in taking such a decision. The Am-
bassador left no more successful then before.

His Majesty insisted that I retire saying than an

important mission awalted me in the morning. Before

leaving, however, His Majesty telephoned the headquarters

[
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ordering a dispatch of additional guards to Glubb's house
to be ready for any emergency. I_went home to get some
slesp but could not.

It was six o'clock -~ I had not slept -- when the
telephone rang. I picked up the receiver with a trembling
hand. It was the British Ambassador requesting an audience
with His Majesty Hussein. I told the Ambassador that I i
regretted I could not get him an audience with His Majesty
at that early hour. The telephone went dead. I put down
ths receiver while questioning the motives of such a
request, when the telephone rang once more. This time,
however, it was His Mejesty saying: "I have sent you a
royal automobile $t0 carry you and the Kinister of Defense
t0 General Glubb's house. 7You will escort him to the eir-
port a full two hours before the scheduled time of the
departure.”

The automobile had arrived by the time I had put down
the receiver. I departed for the house of the minister of
defense and found him waiting me. We were then driven to
Glubb's house on the southern flank of the Mountain of Amman,
General Glubb's aide-de~camp, Lieutenant Mabrad Salman,
stood in front of the house. Glubb's automobile, which
flew the emblem of the Chief-of-Staff, was surrounded by ’
his special guardsin their armed "Lendrovers.m"

I alighted from the automobile and saluted. No one
roturned the salute. I sensed hostility =nd belligerence
from their looks. I presented myself and told the aide~de=~
camp that I wished to speak to the Chief-of-gStaff.

The aide went into the house, and T began to explain
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°
to the guards, who meanwhile had drawn their arms, that
the King, their commander-in-chief, had taken the decision
to safeguard their dignity and honor; and that, from now
on, the army was to be for them and by them. The soldiers
remained impassive. My words had failed to change their
attitude.

I was about to resume my talk, when Glubb came out
from his house. I greeted him and explained that I was to
escort him, in a royal automobile, to the alrport; and that
His majesty the King had delegated me to bid him farewell,
while the Minister of Defense represented the Jordanian
Government .

Glubb answered very slowly saying, "thenk you anyway,
but I would rather leave for the airport in my own auto-
mobile,."

I felt that Glubb had some frightful designs, and I,
therefore, insisted strongly. While looking him in the
eye, I said, "it would be best, General, thet you leave
with me in the royal automobile dispatched to carry you to
the airport.n

But he insisted once more saying, "I want to leave with
my femily and in my own car." To which I retorted, "the
instructions that I have received make it imperatiye that
you leave with us in the royal automobile.” He did not
answer, but walked to the automobile and sat between the
minister of defense and myself.

The royal automobile drove away preceded by two armored

vehicles and General Glubb's guards, and followed by the
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additional guards.

It was pouring rain and strong winds were blowing.
People looked at the convoy without knowing its ultimate
destination.

Deep silence reigned in the car. It was only broken
when General Glubb began to talk to Fallah al-NMadadha, the
Kinister-of-Defense, about memories he had of the district
of Ajloun when Madadha was then the governor.

Memories must have come back to him as he now drove,
for the last time, through the streets. He jumped from
subject to0 subject in his conversation, as he sighed from
time to time. As we reached that section of the road that
faced the palaces, he looked at them, while a big tear
welled in his eye and rolled down his cheek.

The rain came dovn harder, and the wind inecreased in
velocity. The road seemed so long that I thought the day
would be endless.

At the airport, the new Chief-of-Staff was waiting
with. the British Ambassador and his family, and a rumber -
of soldiers who had come, at the last minute, to guard the
sirport. The airplane was nearby, ready to take off.

Gludbb bade those around him a quick farewell. T then
approached him and said: "His Majesty has designated me
to convey to you his appreciastion for the services you
rendered during your tenure. If His Majesty ended your
gervices today, it is because the welfare and interest of
his country dictated it. And, in the name of His Majesty,

I bid you farewell and long life."
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Glubb walked to the plane, followed by his family. I
watched the door of the plane as he followed them in. Then

1 heard the engines roar while the plane taxied over the

airfield very slowly, took off, and rose. 1+t was rising
apd taking Glubb, his history, end his past, far away, be-
hind the sea and the ocean, to obscurity. It was 6:50,
Friday morning, 2 /sic¢/uarch 1956.
i I hurried, with those that were with me, o the
- passaman Palace, where we found the King glowing with
heppiness. As I started to recount the details, he smiled
and said: 'no need for that. I followed every moment, and
1 was with you all the way. I kunow exactly what took place
in detail.”
: 1 looked out the window and saw the sky clearing and
the wind abating. A peaceful quietness settled on us --
one you cen only feel,

1t was 7:30. The people of Jordan, the army in its
parracks and positions on the borders, were still unaware
of what had taken place. Husseint's voice carried the news
to them.

rgourageous Officers and Soldiers:

wy greet you wherever you are, officers, guardsmen,
and soldiers.

nmye have decided, for the sake of our army and for the
welfare of our country, that some changes be made in the

ranks of the army. These were carried out in the interest

and sovereignty of the nation. I expect your full obedience

and cooperation.
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nI congratulate you, my trusted peopls, on & victori-

ocus army dedicated to protect the country. It draws on

our history for its spirit of sacrifice and welks in the
footsteps of the Prophet in proclaiming the word of God.
1f allah helps you, there is none who cen overcome you.
Peace be upon you."

The news commentator's volce shook as he read the
Royal Proclamation agreeing to the Cabinet's decision dis-
missing Glubb and thres of his companions.

sitting in the Jordanian royal diven, T felt that
Jordan in its entirety had risen to applaud and cheer; 1

sew the martyrts souls in the heavens praise Hussein.

5. THE NEW DAWN

The historic step taken by Hussein to mArabize" the
Jo;@gnian Arab army was an indication of Jordan's new ere ‘
of freedom, sovereignty, and glory -- an era which would
not have been possible without the risks teken by him.

The great blow dealt by Hussein to British influence
in the Middle East of eliminating Glubb was the starting
point for all the 1iberation movements that were to follow
in the Arab world.

The people and the army saw in Hussein's achievement
a feat which, to accomplish, would have required years and
years of constant strife. Orowds hurried to Amman to ex-
press their affection, loyalty, and to renew their promlses
to follow Hussein to the very end, united in spirit, will,

and determination.
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Hussein saw his victory as one for his people and
army. He insisted on visiting his army in their positions
along the border, and his people in their cities and
villages, to tell them, one and all, congratulations.

The King returned to his palace to prepare his country
for the future.

The news of Hussein's achievement shook the Arabs
everywhere, and a feeling of pride swept the Arab world.

Syria was the first state to invite Hussein to visit
it. The respect and affection he had for the Syrian Presi-
dent, Shukri al-Kuwatli, and the love and honor which the
Syrian people bore him, impelled Hussein to accept the
invitation. The royal convoy left Amman for Damascus. It
included the Jordanian prime minister, Samir al-Rifai.
Along the road that stretched from Darata, on the Jordanian-
Syrian frontier, to Damascus, the Syrian capital, throngs
threw roses and jasmin on the path of the King, and be-
seeched to God to prolong Hussein's life and guide him for
the welfare of the Arab nation.

In Damascus, discussions concerning the affairs of the
Arab world took place between His Majesty the Xing and the
Jordanian prime minister on the one hand, anmd the Syrian
President and his government on the other. The discussion
resulted in the drawing up, on a joint basis, of broad
policy lines,

Jordan remained falthful to this agreement. The text
of the joint proclamation which was issued at the termination

of the talks follows:
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In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. On

Tuesday, 29 Sha'ban al-Muazzam 1375, 10 April 1956, a

series of discussions were held between His Majesty King
Hussein I, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, snd

Mr. Samir al-Rifai, the Jordanian prime minister, on the
one hand, and His Highness Shukri al-Kuwatli, the President
of the Syrian Republic, end Mr. Said al-Ghazzi, the Syrian
Prime Minister, on the other. They discussed matters re-
lating to the Arab world in general, and to the Hashemite
Kingdom and Syria in particular.

A friendly atmosphere prevailed throughout the dis-
cusgions, reflecting the close relations that bind the two
countries, and their bellef in the future of the Arab
nation. Total agreement was reached on all points, and
it was decided that:

nl, Since Israel is behaving aggressively, ignoring
the decisions of the United Nations, and since Israel is
seeking to create tension, disorder, and lack of security
along the armistice lines, and in view of the declarations
made by the parties concerned that the armistice lines
surrounding Israel should be considered as a unified line .
of defense, and since the parties concerned are desirous
to implement these declarations, they have agreed that their
military authorities should coordinate the plans of the
Jordanian end Syrian armies, and should strengthen the
defensive forces in both countries through joint efforts,
in order to resist and repulse any Jewish aggression along
the armistice lines. Both parties affirm that the defense
of their respective countries, and the general defense of

(<]
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the Arab world, from the Jewish danger, is the mutual re-
sponsibility of all the Arab states. Therefore, both
parties kave agreed to unite their efforts and endeavours

to strengthen the friéndly relations and achleve mutual co-
operation betwsen a1l the Arab states, in order to co-
ordinate their mllitary plens and defensive forces to resist
this vicious dangex.

w2, To consider the Arab countries as baving the sole
right to defend themselves and repulse Eggression from
their territories.

n3, Both parties reaffirm their policy not to join
in any foreign pacts.

n),. Both parties concerncd will strive to develop
economical and cultural cooperation between thelr respective
countries, to achieve their mutual aim -- to complete the
Arab unity.

1ssued in Damascus on wednesday, 1 Ramadan al-Kobarak
1375 ®, 11 April 1956.

president of the Syrian Republic King of the Hashemite King {
dom of Jordan

shukri;al—Kuwatli al-Hussein %

pefore leaving Syria, and amidst the friendly meani-~ .
festations of the syrien people, Hussein invited his
prother, the Syrian president, to visit the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan.

The President of the Syrian Republic visited Jordan
toward the end of May. The welcome which he received from
Hussein, his government, and his people, £i1led the presi-

dentts heart with confidence. New Syrian-Jordanian dis-
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cussions were held. At the end of the discussions the
following declaration was issued:
Joint Declaration

puring the formal visit of His Highmss ¥r. Shukri al-
Kuwatli, The President of the Syrian Republic, to Jorden,

a number of meetings were held between His Majesty King
Hussein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jorden, and Hils
Highness Mr. Shukri al-Kuwatli, in which the Syrian and
Jordanisn prime ministers took part, énd in vhich matters
relating to the Arab world, in general, and to the Hashemite
Kingdom of jordan and Syria, were discussed. The discussioﬁs
were held in the friendly atmosphere that links both coun-
tries, and both parties reaffirmed their belief in the
national principles that wers included in the joint decla-w
ration issued in Damascus on 11 April 1956 during the visit
of His Majesty King Hussein E--- principles which corres-
pond t0 the reality of the Arabd nations, its hopes, and
expectations.

Agreement was reached on the following:

1. The promulgation of a military agreement'to con-~
front the danger on the frontiers -- since the situation
worries the suthorities. This agreement shall meke pro-
visions for a joint war effort between both armies, through
the establishment of a war council and a permenent joint- :
operations board. :

2. The elevation of diplomatic representation between
the two countries to the rank of embassies.

3. The substitution of identification cards for pass-

ports in traveling between both countries.
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4. To consider the principles of economic and customs
union, the removal of customs barriers, and the immediate
establishment of a special joint committee which would study
the questions pertaining to the above, and which would lay
down the required basis for implementing the principles.

5. To solve the problem of transit, especially the
transportation of phosphates, in response to the national
welfare, and regardless of material considerations.

6. To consider the implementation of the decision of
the Council of the Arab League concerning Syriat's partici-
pation in the Potash project, and to sign its main clause.

7. To reactivate the Yarmouk committee so that it
might take up its work.

8. To enlarge the facilities for Jordanian students
wishing to enroll in the various Syrian universities and
colleges.

31 way 1956.

The Arabs applauded this rapprochement between Jorﬁan
and Syria. The Syrians and the Jordanians were Jubilant
over the removel of these unnatural barriers that separated

their countries during the years. A formal ceremony in-

augurated the new travel requirement between both countries.

The Jewish devil felt the danger that followed the
efforts made by the King of Jordan to unite the Arabs. He
lost control of himself, and among his criminal aggressions
along the frontiers were the designs for Hussein, al~
Rahweh, Gharandal, and Qalgiliah. The army, the national
guard, and the people stood fast. They deigned not
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answer, but were always ready to sacrifice. The Arab then
realized that Jordan is its first and last line of defense,
and that Jordan is the shield that protects it from the
evils of the aggressions and the aggressors.

These aggressions increased the faith of Hussein in
the right of his nation for dignity and freedom, and
strengthened his belief that the road to freedom and
dignity lay through unity. Hussein expressed his feelings,
concerning the above, in a letter to President Gamal Abdel
Nasser, answering the latter's letter at the time of the
aggressions.

His Highness President Abdel Nasser, President of the
Egyptian Republic:

Peace be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His
blessings. I received your excellency's letter in which
you express deep sympathy for Jordan, the victim of the
treacherous aggressions. T thank you and the Egyptian
people for these noble feelings, and wish to assure your
excellency that these aggressions, which Jordan has borne
during these years, have strengthened our faith in the

right of our nation for liberty, and our determination to

safeguard what we hold sacred and to stand fast against
these criminals.

We, further, wish to assure your excellency, our
brother, that Jordan's exposure to the aggression of the
zionists, and the treachery and barbarism of the Jews, has
inereased its pride. The Jordaniens resisted this treachery

united. Jordan is still preparing for the day in which all
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the Arabs will be delivered from the evil planted amongst
us by imperiaslism. Jordan is determined to carry out the
battle between the Arabs end thelr mutuel enemy to the
very last, realizing that it will not be an easy affair,

but would be a long and difficult battle requiring patience

and self-denial. Ve will not be victorious unless the
Arabs unite and fece their enemy togetheT, sacrificing

everything for whatever we hold to be sacred, and for our

sovereignty and homes.

1 beseech God %o help us all achieve the aims of our
nation, and the happiness of our peoples, Feace be upon you.
11 safar 1376 H; 17 September 1956.

al-Hussein

Hussein wanted %o express the hopes he had voiced in
nis letter into reality. The historic declaration which
was issued by the royal Hashemite on the morning of satur-
day, 3 September 1955, in the wake of the barbaric ag-
gression committed by the Jews against Egypt in the Ghaza
strip, which mentioned, for the first time in the history
of the Arab-Jewish struggle, that the different armistice
lines were, in reality, one line, and that an aggression
agalinst one gsection of it would be considered as an ag-
gression against the whole line. The text of the decla-
ration follows:

Formal Declargtion
Issued by the Royal Heshemlte Divan
The supreme council for the defense held a meeting pre-

sided over by His Majesty the King. The councll discussed
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the latest Jewish aggression in the Ghaze district, re-
viewed the military matters in genersl, agreed that the

various armistice lines would be considered as a unified

Arab line of defense, and that, in compliance with the
Arab Mutual Associstion Pact, an armistice violation in
one section of the line would be considered as a violation
on all sections.

Hussein issued this declaration to implement the hopes
he voiced in his letter to the Egyptian President. Hussein
then dispatched a military delegation to all the Arab coun-
tries to sign en agreement with them which would strengthen
military cooperation. The Lebanese-Jordanian agreement ofk
21 May 1956, the Iragi-Jordanien agreement of 13 June 1956,
and the Saudi-Arabian-Jordanien agreement of 7 September
1956, were concluded as a result.

Jordan signed a special military agreement with Syria
and Egypt. Jordan then signed a second agreement with
Egypt which made the first agreement part of the Egyptian~
syrian agreement.

Tn accordance with the last treaty, the three states
were to have a unified command, and the armistice line
became one unified line. Jordan, whose section of the
armistice line was the longest, had the greatest responsi-~
bilities and had to carry out the most difficult tasks.

This agreement was signed in Ammen on 24 october 1956.
Representing thelr respective governments were the Jordenisan

and Syrian defense ministers, and General Abdel Hakim Anmer,

the commsnder-in-chief of the rgyptien armed forces, and
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the new commander of the unified Egyptian-Jordanian-
Syrian command.

No Arab needs to be reminded about the echoes which
this agreement brought about. It was looked upon as one
of the first pillars on which the desired unity between
the Arab states would be built, and as the strongest
shield that could be erected in the face of the Jewish
danger.

General Abdel Hakin Amer returned to Egypt via
Damascus on 29 October 1956. The criminal Jewish ag-
gression against Egypt began on that very day.

Hussein felt the earth sway beneath him as he listened:
to the reports of the first encounter. He really did not
need .a military agreement to go to the help of Egypt in this
difficult hour. The noble principles which he had preached
increased his desire to help Egypt. The close relations
and the strong affection between the two countries made it
his duty to help Egypt. Over and above all that, the
Egyptian-Jordaenian agreement rendered an aggression against
one country as an aggression against the other.

That seame night the King called a cabinet meeting.

The people of Amman saw the brave King enter the cabinet
building. The King spoke to his ministers very briefly.

He asked them to enter the struggle immediately on the side
of Egypt. The ministers and the military men were perplexed.
They answered demanding time end suggesting precaution.

This attitude left the King dumbfounded, especially that
only a few days ago they had filled the air with shouts

and noise.
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The King tried to persuade them time and time again,
bﬁt the cabinet, and the Chief-of-staff refused to heed to
his appeal. Horeover, they asked the American Ambassador
in Amman %o persuade Hls Najesty to revise his attitude. o

Here we have %o stop. Had the Nabulsi cabinet and the
then Chief-of-Staff, Ali Abu Nowar, responded toO the King's
demand, prior to the joint ultimatum, the situation would
nave changed. Egyph would have been saved from the ag-
gression, and the Arabs would have shown the world that
they, in fact, were ready to face the enemy united.

The stand taken by the Syrian authorities was in no
way better tham that of their Jordanian colleagues. Dele-
gations from voth countries came end went, carrying words
but not deeds. Their sole purposes were to enjoy the

- :feeldng of power and the pomp accorded to it, and to sway N

the people. When, however, duty end honor called upon them

to det, they took cover. This was the stand taken by
Hussein, and that was their stend. History vill be the
best judge.

while that internal tug-of ~war was teking place, the
treach erous Franco~-British ultimatum was being delivered.

Once again Hussein was filled with anger and indig-
nation. He telephoned President Gamal Abdel Nasser and
to0ld him in a grief-stricken voice: "We stand by Egypt
in this hour of trial. T will enter the battle on your
side and fight to the very end with all my forces and my
opportunities.”

The Egyptian president thanked Hussein for his nobdle

stand end insisted thet jorden be kept out of the battle.
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Hussein hed to desist. He nevertheless kept alert,
listening to the successive news reports on the develop~-
ments. Whéh the state of emergency was declared in
Jordan, Hussein calmed down the anxious and strengthened
the morale of the people, while calling for volunteers
to fight for Egypt. while most slept, Hussein remained
aweke, watching. And if the people were to forget every-
thing, they will never forget the third night of the war
when an enemy plane was sighted over Amman around midnight.
Hussein was first to see it from Bassamen. IHe ordered an
immediate black out of amman. He then warned the army
posts in pmman and in the suburbs, and under the cover of
darkness, he drove alone through the streets of Amman,
ready to help the unfortunate. He returned to his palace
only after the plane had flown away. Ie 4id not rest, bub
listened to the news reports. He stood alonse with those
that had remained to f£ight the battle, and those who had
! sacrificed themselves for their country.

As the battle raged, Hussein's voice wasg heard all
over: "My fellow Arabs:

nphe ATebs weTre never more in need ;o.face up to the
trying situation and the difficult phase through which our
nation is passing, as they are this day. The war being
fougnht in Egypt i{s decisive. The oubcome will decide, and
for a long time, the future of our recent awakening. In
such a situation, and with history and the whole world as
my witnessy I declare that we are a peace loving nation,

moderate and humane, and that we seek justice.
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rour nation faces in this decisive hour the despotism
of zionism and the oppressiveness of internationsl Jewry,
supported by two great countries, Britain and France. The
peace, which the West claims tc preserve, is now jeopardized
by the so-called ecivilized, who have violated one of the
basic principles of humanity. Their action and intentions
have been a setback for justice and moderation.

"My countrymen:

*The criminal Jewish forces have attacked Egypt for no
apparent reason whatsoever. Just some time ago they com-
mitted a series of aggressions against Jor;an. The reasons
given were the product of their imegination. And prior to
that, they had committed an eggression sgainst Syria. Today
the Jewish authorities persist in their oppressiveness.

They have carried their treachery and insolence too far.

This last aggression agesinst Egypt has indicated, very clearly,
the reason for which Israel was created. Israel has carried
out the act she was created to play. She has acted as told.

¥We, however, warn the Jewry and its supporters that the

struggle which is raging in the Arad land is not Egypt's

alone, but that of the entire Arab nation. It hurts—ths
world, and it hurts us to have had this oppressive struggle
imposed on us. History will hold these countries which have
assisted the aggressor, and which have ignored the inter-
national organizations in the furtherance of their selfish
interests, responsible for endangering the psace. Instead
of abating the aggression, they supported it; and instead
of using the peaceful meens to end the struggle, thereby
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supporting the Security Council and the United Nations,
they disregarded international principles and threatened
i peace and security in that section of the world which asks
only that its rights be respected.
nyy fellow-Arabs and countrymen: ‘
"I exhort the Arab nation to stand for what is right;‘

and to support Egypt in its netional struggle after having

been invaded by the forces of darkness. The 4Arabs must act
together to safeguard the freedom and dignity of the coming
centuries. Life is meaningless and worthless without
dignity end freedom. Ve must be willing to eniure and
sacrifice, for God is with us, and victory end the future
are ours. Peace be upon you."

When the Egyptian broadcasting station was knocked off

the air, and the voice of Egypt silenced, Hussein ordered }

that the Jordanian radio station should take over. The
voice of Egypt was thus able to resume its broasdcasts. 3
The population of Port said later confirmed that

Bussein's act had strengthened their morala. They were to A

L say that it.had encouraged them for they had missed the

voice of Egypt in the early hours of the battle.

The cannons fell silent. The international conscience
was revolted. The planes disappeared. It was said that
the battle haé ended, and that the aggressors had withdrawn.

Hussein sent a delegation comprised of Bahjat al-

Talhouni, the chancellor, Fawzi al-Mulki, the ambassador
to Egypt, and the King's aide-de~camp, to convey to the

Egyptian president his sdmiration for the heroic stand of
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the Egyptien people. The delsgation further carried to the
city of Port Said the encrusted "Medal of The Awakening",
as & token@of Husseints admiration for the courege of its
inhabltants, and to immoralize its martyrs. The delegatlon
also carried the following letter from Hussein.

His Excellency, our Brother Gamal Abdel Nasser, President
of the Egyptien Republic:

The peace of God be upon you, and His mercy and
blessings. The struggle which the Arab nation is enduring
these days increases my faith that our cause will be
victorious. oOur determination to hold unto our rights
and preserve our history, and our willingness to give
abundantly and sacrifice, have never been more clear than
it is these days.

our hearts have been with you throughout the bitter
days of the aggression against Egypt and the Arabs. We
have vowed to be true to our nation and to defend every
inch of its land, and thus, we have to remember the im-
mortal city of Port Sald, and keep on reminding the
centuries to come of it, until this heroic city becomss
e national symbol and an example of endurance, sacrifice,
and firmness.

We decided, on the very first day of the struggle, to
award the city of Port Said the encrusted "Medal of the
Awakening," in recognition of its heroic stand, and to im-
mortalize its martyrs. We are sending Your Excellency, our
brother, now that our hopes have been realized, our dele-

gation composed of our chesncellor, Mr. Bahjat al-Talhouni,
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His Majesty, our brother, Xing Hussein, King of the Hashe-
mite Kingdom of Jordan:

Peace be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His
blessings. I received the letter which you sent me with
Mr. Bg?jat al-Talhouni, president of your delegation end

your chencellor, with deepest appreciation end thenks. The

message 1t carried moved me as it moved the Egyptian people.
The Egyptian President then proceeds to sgy:

"I want to express my eppreclation for the stand taken
by the Jordanian government and people to help Egypt in her
struggle for freedom end dignity. The Egyptian people will
always remember Your Majesty's offer to enter the war on
the side of Egypt in the early hours of the aggression, as
it will always remember your stating that Egypt's struggle
was Jordan's too.

"The Egyptian people as a whole, and the inhabitants

of Port Said in particular, have welcomed your gift with
praise. The eternal impression it leaves will always be
associated with the heroic defense of Port Said.

"I express to Your Majesty heartfelt appreciations,
and wish you the best of health and complete happiness.®

History will preserve the King's stand to join Egypt
in her struggle. He was hindered in carrying out by the
shameful attitude of the cabinet, the Chief-of-staff, and

the Syrisn military suthorities.

6. TWO STEPS

The first step was the conclusion of the "Arab As-

sistence Convention' between the republics of Egypt end
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Syria and the Kingdoms of Saudi Arabia and Jorden. It was
signed in Cairo on 18 Jemadi al-Thania H, 19 January 1957,
The second step was the annulment of the Anglo-
Jordanian Treaty of 1948 as a result of the di seussions
held in Amman between the British and Jordanian governments.

A. The Arab Mutual Assistance, or the Arab Assistance

The strange and inconsistent events that happened prior
to, and which lead to the conclusion of, the Arab assistance

convention were never as numerous,

The strangeness and inconsistency of these evenis can,

perhaps, explain the tragic end of this convention. A num-

ber of politicians and intellectuals in Jordan and in the

Arab countries had, from the very beginning, expressed

their doubts as to the feasibility of such a convention;
and, no doubt, there are heny Arabs who have been upset by
the Syrian ang Egyptian violation of the convention, and
the way in which the Syrian and Egyptien leaders ignored

their obligations.

We will now tell you of the events that preceded the
conclusion of the convention, and their results.

The Anglo-Jordanian treaty lost its value after Hussein
dismisssd Glubb, the Pillar of British influence in Jordan,
on 1 March 1956. It no longer had eny specific purpose.

The joint British, French, and Israeli aggression
against Egypt removed all hope for an understanding between
the Arab countries and Britain.

A great number of perliamentarians had stood up in the

British House of Commons, after Glubb's dismissal, demanding
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thet Great Britain withdraw her troops from Jordan and
annul the treaty. There was no longer any corelation be-
tweén the yearly financial assistance which Britain gave
Joiéan and the advantages derived from it. ILikewlss, im-
poréant British newspapers axd magazines had campaigned
against the continuation of the treaty because the atomic
era had destroyed the value of the air bases in Jorden.
Britain, therefore, was the losing party.

. As far as Jordan was concerned, the situetion, after
Gl#ﬁb's dismissal, could be interpreted in the following

two points:

1. The financlal assistance which Jorden received re-

. presegnted sn obligation on the part of Great Britain, g¢réat
Britein had to carry out her obligation as long as the treaty
was in power.

2. The yearly deficit in the Jordanian Budget, caused
by the monetary requirements of the army, could not be
liguidated without the British financisl assistance, es-
pecially since the numerous attempts in the past to secure
an Arab asslstance had failed.

Subsequently, a confersnce was held in the palace of
*al-Kubba" in Cairo between His Majesty King Saud, King of
the Arabian Peninsula, His Excellency Shukri al-Kuwatli,
President of the Syrian Republic, end His Excellency Gamai
Abdel Nasser, President of the Egyptian Republic.

The echoes of Hussein's action was still reverberating
throughout the Areb world, coupled with the echoes of his

numerous criesfor unity, cautions against the Jewish danger,
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and for en effective assistance to repel the Jewlsh ag-

gressions along the armistice line.

+

A decisive step had to be taken. An answer had to be

provided to ths questions which were developing within the
Arab souls, mainly: why was Hussein's call for unlity re-
maining unanswered? And why were his successive warnings
concerning the mutusal enemy, and his appeals for help,
being ignored?

The envoy of the big-three conferring in Cairo, Said
al-Ghazzi, Syrian prime minister, arrived at Amman with the
following letter for Hussein.

In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. His
Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal, Xing of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan:

Peace be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His bl@ssings.
Mr. Said al-Ghazzi is bringing to you our best Arabic brotherly
greetings, admiration, and a renewed desire for a four-powser
conference with Your Majesty in Amman, or any other of the
three capitals. The purpose of the conference will be to
discuss patters relating to the Aradb world and the adoption
of measures relating to them, and the question of
strengthening the ties snd understanding between the Arab
states. He also will inform you of other matters.

We take this opportunity to rerew to your Majesty our
complete willingness to assist Jordan and to stand by her.

We send you our best wishes.

25 Rajab 1375; 8 March 1956

Saud Shukri al-Kuwatli Gamal Abdel Nasgser
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Hussein read this letter attentively, carefully, and
vwith meditation. He was pleased.

A few days later, Husseln invited all his brothers:
kings, presidents, and leaders to hold a conference which e
would discuss matters relating to the Arab world, and

adopt the necessary measures. Iraq welcomes and accepted -~

the invitation; and sO did Lebesnon. His Majesty King sSaud
snd His Excellency president Shukri al Kuwatli wers in
favor of it. Egypt, however, never replied: Wwhy was it

B4

thé?lJordan hed to meet with Saudi Arabia, Syria, and
Egypt alone, despite having issued the invitation to all k
the rest of the Arab world? And why was it that Iraq ané
Lebanon were belng isolated from the rest of the Aregd
. world?
Hussein selzed bis pen and wrote the following letter:
In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Kerciful.
\frabia:
His Excellency Shukri al-Kuwatli, president of the Syrien

His Najesty King Saud, King of the Kingdom of Saudi
Republic: His Excellency Gamal Abdel Nasser, President
of the Egyptian Republic:

peace be upon you, end ths mercy of God, and His
blessings. I received your letter, dated 25 Rajab 13753
8 parch 1956, which you sent with your envoy, ¥r. Said al-
Ghazzil, along with your best Arabic brotherly grestings.

1 send you my greatest affection and admiration. T listened
with great interest to what your envoy had to say, end I
thank you for your noble feelings amnd attention.

As regards your desire for a four-power conference, {o
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be held with us in Amman, in which matters relating to the
Arab world would be discussed along with the respective
measures to be adopted, it pleases me to remind you, my
beloved brothers, that this question hes been the subject
of the letters which I sent you, and the rest of my
brothers, through our prime minister, Mr. Samir al-Rifai,
last February. The King of Iraq and the President of
Lebanon have accepted the invitation, His Majesty King
saud and His Excellency Shukri al-Kuwatli have backed the
idea without, however, accepting the invitation. T am
sti1l without reply from His Excellency, our brother, Gamal
Abdel Nasser. ‘
I must add that in my letters I discussed what I
thought I should bring to the attention of my beloved
brothers, concerning the disturbing aggressive intentions
of Israel, and our belief that we must unite to face this
danger and the other dengers that threaten our country.

I suggested, furthermore, the ldea of holding a conference
which would include all the Arab countries. -
with reference to the attitude which I hoped, and
still hope, you will consider, I find that to deviate from

the idea which I have proposed, especially after having
been accepted and supported by a number of our brothers,
and the sdoption of a new attitude, such as you suggested
in your letter, and which would be limited to our four
countries, is, in my firm opinion, contrary to the noble
aigs which we seek to achieve, and would not serve the

purposes we all seek to implement for the good of our
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countries.

I have made all these questions, and others, clear to
your envoy. I take this occasion to express my deep grati-
tude and obligation for what you said concerning your willing-
neas to help Jordan and stand by her, assuring that I and
my country welcome all brotherly assistance which you can
glive us.

1 send Your Majesty and Excellencies my greetings and
best wishes.

al-Hussein
Bahjat al-Talhouni, the chancellor, carried this letter

to the three leaders in Cairo.

After his interview with the King, Said al-Ghazzi, the

envoy from Cairo, held a series of discussions with Samir
al-Rifai, prime minister and Dr. Hussein Fakhri al-Khalidy,
the then minister for forelgn affairs. He then returned to
Cairo.

No sooner had Hussein's envoy returned to Amman, after
having dellvered to the three leaders His Majesty's answer
to their previous letter, that Hussein received a new letter
from the threes leaders, through the Egyptian ambassador in
Jordan. The text of that letter follows:

In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

His Mejesty King Hussein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan:

Peace be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His blessings.

Realizing fully the requirements of the supreme Arab cause

for liberty and defense against Israel and the zionist denger,

L N O
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and as a proof 2? the good intentions in all the previous
written and verbal communications, the Kingdoms of Saudi

Arabia, Syria, and Egypt guarantee Jordan a financial as-
sistence that would replace ths British assistance to the

L eme o
Jordenian army end national guard, should the latter be

cut-off, or refused, and they guarantee that this assistance

will be continued for a period of not less than ten years.
ﬁoreover, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Egypt are ready to

cooperate in military affairs with the Hashemite Kingdom

of Jordan and they state that every aggression committed

against Jordan will be considered as having been committed

against them. They consider further that the armistice

lin?s of all the Arab countries constitute one line of

defénse.
i

Wwe send Your Majesty our best brotherly greetings.
29 Rajab 1375; 12 March 1956.

Saud Shukri al-Kuwatli Gamal Abdel Nasser

This letter made 1t clear to Hussein that the froposed
assistance to Jordan was not what he had hoped for. As-
sistance was conditional. It would be given only if the
British assistance was cut-off or was refused by Jordan.

Both these conditions were difficult to meet. Britain

would not eut-off the finsncial assistance as long as the

treaty was in power. Jordan, on the other hand, could not
forego this assistence since i1t was part of the obligations
which were due to her.by virtue of the treaty with Britein;
Jordan could claim these obligations as long as tﬁe treaty

was in power.
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Hussein had to send his envoy, Bahjat al-Talhouri, to
Egypt with his enswer to the above letter. Shukri al-
Kuwetli had left Cairo for Alexandria. His Majesty King
Saud had arrived at Suez on hls way %o saudi Arabia by sea;
and President Gamal Abdel Nasser was there to see Saud off.

It was on board a ship in the Suez Canal that Hussein's
envoy met with the two leaders, and gave them the following
letter.

His Majesty, our brother King saud, King of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia:

His Excellency Mr. Shukri al-Kuwatli, President of the
Syrian Republic:

His Excellency, our brother Gamal Abdel Nasser, President
of the Egyptian Republic:

peace be upon you, and the mercy of god, and His
blessings. I received, with deep gratitude and appreclation
your Majesty and excellencies' letter which stated that !
gaudi Arabia, Syria, and Egiﬁt would be willing to grant
Jordan an assistance which would replace the British as-
sistance to the Jordanian army and national guard, should
the assistance be cut-off or refused, and that the as-
sistance would be continued for a period of not less than
ten years.

I thank you, my beloved brothers, for the noble feelings
which urged you to meke this kind of offer. I have no doubt
that the noble Arab spirit, so spparent 1n your offer, is
but a guarantee to all of us tha} the hopes for unity,digni-
ty, eand prosperity which we all entertain for the glory of

[
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our natlon will be achieved. This is the sublime goal we
all sesek to achieve with the help of God.

The assistance which the Heshemitse Kingdom of Jordan
recelves from Britain, in virtue of the treaty between both
countries, is but a part of the obligations which Britain
has to carry out. Jordan, therefore, has every right to
demand of Britain to carry out these obligations, so long
as the treaty is in power. I still would welcome any as-
sistence that you may give to my country,

Ky country is equally willing to coordinate her mili-
tary efforts with you as far as our mutual enemy is con-
cerned, and reaffirms the fact that I have mentioned before
that the armistice lines of all the Arab countries, bordering
on Israel, constitute ome line of defense. It pleases me
to note that you have confirmed our point of view.

I send Your Majesty and,Exceilencies my best greetings.
4 Sha' ban 1375 H; 17 March 1956.

al-Hussein

The curtain falls with this letter on act one of the
"play" called Arab assistance., Act two will begin in a
short while under the name of "Arab Mutusl Assistance."

Concerning the military coordination asmong the Arab
countries, His Majesty began its immediate implementation
by sending military missions to the neighboring countries,
and concluding with them military agreements according to
the details mentioned on the previous pages.

Arab assistance entered into its second phase when the

cabinet of Suleyman al-Nabulsi took over in October 1956,
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six months after Hussein's last letter concerning Arab as-
sigtance was delivered to the three leaders.

Before discussing the details and events of the secamd
phase, it would be appropriate to say a few things concerning
the true attitude of the Nabulsl government vis-a-vis the
Arab assistance. It would throw some light on the othsr-
wise obscure events.

We have mentioned in previous places that the British
influence in Jordan, and British interests and aims in the
Arab countries end the Middle East, depended on whether
General Glubb remeined at the head of the foreign command
of tke Jordanisn Arab army. The Anglo-jordanian treaty
was a document which allowed Britain to remain legally in
Jordan.

When Hussein dismissed Glubb and his foreign command
and replaced it with an Arab command, Great Britain felt
that her presence in Jordan had become purposeless. The
treaty, by virtue of which she was able to remein in the
country and control Jordan's destiny, had become a heavy
load forcing her to pay Jorden an estimated yearly as-
sistance of 12,000,000 Guineas.

This increased Britain's desire to rid herself of_ the
obligation which bound her to Jordarx. Britain began to
look for the right opportunity which, by virtue of an
attitude adopted by the Jordanian party to the treaty,
would enable her to cut off her assistance without seeming
to have abrogated the treaty unilaterally.

The right opportunity presented itself with the advent
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of the Nabulsi government. This government had taken over
with every intention of swaying the people and being ap-
plauded and cheered, vithout, however, heving eny intentlion
to do a good job. The winning trump in the hand of that
cabinet was the treaty question. The cabinet, however,

.. forgot, or wilfully jgnored, the fact that the treaty was =
no longer of eny use %o Great Britain, now that Hussein had
freed the army from the clutches of the foreign command .

roreover, the Arab assistance proposed by the three
states, Seuill Arabia, gyria, and Egypt, required further
endeavours in order that it may be implemented.

When the prime minister stood in the Jordanian parlia;
ment, on Tuesday, 27 November 1956, to deliver his govern-
mentts program for investiture, he said:

nphe Jordanian government announces that it has de-

cided to accept, in principle, the Arab assistance offered
by Eeypt, Syria, and saudi Arabia to replace the British
assistance to the army and the national guard; and that
it would take the necessary steps to0 achieve that."

He further added in the government prodlamation that:

nTt would proceed, inm agreement with the sister-stetes
.which hed offered the Arab assistance, to teke all the
diplomatic, international, financial, &nd economic measures
that will aid the government its determination to ammnul
the Anglo-Jordanian treaty."

These declarations relieved Britain. It was the golden
opportunity which would allow her to rid herself of the |
yearly assistance to Jordan, without eving %o do so uni-

laterally.
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The reaction of the three Arab states to the decla-
rations was, however, quite different from that of Great
Britein. Egypt and Syria were served with a fait-accompli.
It would not be easy for them to withdraw the offer which
they had made & few months ago in agreement with Saudil
Arabia. An offer which was neither serious nor satisfactory. ..

) Eéﬂﬁould not be easy for them to withdrew their offer openly
and for no apparent reason; they, therefore, resontdd to
other means of procrastination and inaction.

The Egyptian Ambassador in Ammen interviewed three
members of the Jordanisn cabinet. He warned them of the
consequences that would rosult from playing the "dangerous?J
game" apparent in the government declarations. He summa—.
rized his government's attltude as inclined toward modera-
tion, especially since Egypt was still suffering from the
wounds inflicted on her by the British, French, and Isréeli
aggression.

The Jordanien prime minister's declavation was not bona
fide. He had been carried away by the communist propaganda
which sought to spread confusion and disorder, and which
sought to create an atmosphere of insecurity and tenseness,
nor was his declaration masde from conviction and faith; it
wes aimed at attracting further cheers and applause.

He had stated more than once that he and his colleagues
did not intend to annul the treaty, but that they wanted
to modify it because they doubted very much the suthenticity
of the offer made by the sister governments.

When the efforﬁs made by the Egyptian ambassador failed

~-108- .
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to change the precipitation of the Nabulsi government
toward the communist current vhich raked the countiy,
Eegypt sought the mediation of Saudi Arabla to convince
the Jordanian government to be patient and forbearing.

As far as Syria was concerned, her president had
made 1t clear to His Msaj esty Husseln, during their meeting
at the conference for kings and presidents held in Beirut
at the time of the joint aggression against Bzypt, that
she was in no position to help Jordan. He furthermore
stated that it would be pest to put the treaty question
aside until some other appropriate time; and since the
prime minister and a number of ministers had come with
His Majesty to attend the conference, Hussein called them
in to listen to the Syrien president’'s point of view.

The political game had begun and it was difficult
for them to stop halfway through. A number of government
officials, therefore, went to Egypt and explained the im-
possibility of their position vis-a-vis the public opinion
if Eeypt should turn down their request and refuse them
the assistance.

The communists in Egypt and Syria had been doing their
pest to insure that the Jordanién delegation would succeed,
thereby fgrcing jorden and Syria into the Russian orbit.
Egypt, in principle, and by force of circumstances, ac-
cepted to help Jorden. Syria followed s1it. Saudi Arabia
had had no objections from the very begimming to helping
Jorden.

All this was aschieved vhile Hussein blessed the efforts
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made. Hussein had thought that the three sister-states
would agree, in the end, to something that would preserve
Jordan's integrity and guarantee her security, sinoe Jordan
was their first end last line of defense against a treacher-
ous and insolent enemy.
While His Majesty was watching these developments, a
note from the British government, dated 16 JFanuary 1957,
was delivered through the British Embassy in Amman, in
which the British government requested that negotiations
be held with the Jordanian governmeunt to discuss the futur‘e
of the treaty. The note further requested that a time and
place be set for these negotiations. The British govern-
ment had, in the preamble, bssed its request on the Jordanian
cabinet's declaration which was published on 27 October 1956.
when it became ai)parent to His Majesty that the British
government had decided to stop paying Jordan the yearly
financisl assistance through reaching an agreement with
the Jordanian government which would terminate the treaty
of allegiance coneluded in 1948, His Mejesty quickly pro-
ceeded to get in touch with his royal brother, King Saud,
in Medina, to turn the proposed Arab gssistance -- or Arab
mutuel assistance -- into reality. The Saudi A'rabian monarch
had by then decided to make a formel vigit for a few days
to the United States. .
The date on which the meeting was to take place between
the three leaders and Hussein was set for 18 Jamadi al-
Thania 1376 H; 19 January 1957 in Cairo. This was the date

on which the Saudi Arabien monarch would stop over in Egypt
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on his way to the United States.

Oon that date the three leaders -- His Majesty King
Hussein, His Majesty King Saud Bin Abdel Aziz, and His
Exocellency President Abdel Nasser -- met. Sabri al-
Assali, the Syrian prime minister, represented Syris,
due to the fact that President Shukri al-Kuwatli was
awey on & visit abroad.

This day marked the birth of the Arab Kutual As-
sistance Convention. The five articles of the convention
are the fo%}owing.

Article T. The governments concerned reconfirmed
their belief in the necessity for mutual assistance and co-
operation within the Arab world to strengthen their terri-
torial integrity and independence. They declars that theyh
are aware of the extent of responsibility which their par-
ticipation entails.

Article 2. The governments of Syria, Egypt, and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia have agreed to meet the financial
obligations of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. They shall
provide en annual sum of 12,500,000 Egyptian Guineas, or
theyequivalent thereof, in keeping with their pollcy of co;
operation and mutual assistence for strengthening the in-
tegrity and independence of the Arab world. This fund shall
be called "The Arab Undertaking." The amount payable by
each government, participant to this convention, shall be
specified in an appendix which shall be an integral part of
this document.

Article 3. The Government of the Heshemite Kingdom of
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Jordan shell set aside Arab assistance funds for the use
of the Jordanian armed forces, including the national guard.

Article 4. This treaty shall be valid for a period
of ten years, starting from the date of implementation.
The treaty shall remein valid in its present form unless
it 1s modified through mutual agreement by the parties
concerned. Tollowing this period the treaty shall main-
tain its validity until a note has bsen issued by one of
the parties glving one year's notice for termination.

Article 5. This treaty shall be ratified according to
the constitutiénal provisions of the countries concerned.
It shall come into force on the day when the instruments
of ratifications are exchanged, provided that the exchange
takes place in Cairo.

In recognition thereof the above mentioned delegates
have signed this treaty.

This treaty was written in the Arabic language in
Cairo on 8 Jamadi al-Thania 1376 H; 19 January 1957. Five
copies were made; four of which were kept by ths governments
concerned, and ope was to be deposited with the secretariat-
general of the Arab Leagwe.

The Appendix to this treaty, mentioned in Article 2,
is given below,

APPENDIX

The govermnments signatory to the Arab Assistance Treaty
concluded in Cairo on 19 January 1957, have agreed to the
following:

Article I. The share of each of the states, party 1o
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the Arab Undertaking mentioned in Article 2 of the treaty,
shall be as follows:
The Syrian Republic 1,500,000 Egyptiean pounds or
its equivalent
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 5,000,000 Egyptian
pounds or its equivalent 4
The Egyptien Republic 5,000,000 Egyptian pounds or
its equivalent

article 2. Every government shall pay 1ts share of the

. gaid obligations in two equal instelments: the first in- -

stalment shall be payed when the treaty is executed; and
the second ingtalment shall be payed six months from the
date of execution, and so.on.

Article 3. The government of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jjordan undertakes tc purchase all the needs of its armeh
forces, provisions and other articles, from the signatory
powers when these are produced or available in the latter
countries. These purchases shall bs entered .into special
accounts and shall be aeducted from Jorden's share of the
ATab obligations.

ATticle 4. It iS8 agreed that the Arab obligations
mentioned in Article 2 of the treaty is destined to Treplace
the annual assistance (of eny type) given by the British
government %o the government of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan (for the armed forces, including the national guard)
as stipulated by the treaty concluled between the two
countries.

Cairo, 18 Jamadi al-Thania 1376 H; 19 January 1957.
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The hearts of the Arabs danced with joy at the con-
clusion of the treaty which was looked upon by them as a
blessing end a forerunner of a yet greater achievement, 1.e.,
the complete union.

while still in Cairo, Hussein was besieged by news-
papermen asking him questions concerning a number of im-
portent matters, including the new Arab Mutual Assistance
Convention. Among those present was & correspondent repre-

senting the al-Mussawar Zillustrategﬁmagazine. He asked

His Majesty a number of questions of which we have selected

the following questions and answers.

Q: What are Your Majesty's feelings now that this
Arab treaty has been concluded?

A: T felt happy end proud of my nation, and I felt
faith in the future at the conclusion of the Arab Mutual
Assistance Treaty. I pray to cod that this step may be
the beginning of a new era of construction, power, and
dignity.

q@: Do you think that the British will accept the
abrogation of the Anglo-J ordanian treaty without any
trouble?

A: We will achieve our goals and our purposes in 811

fields by relying on our rights, and by following the legal

methods which would enable us to achieve them.

Also the correspondent of the Egyptiem newspeper
al-Jomhuria / The Republic 7 and its political editor asked
His Majesty a number of questions, some of which are re-

corded below.

i
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Q: By adhering to the L-poweT convention, Jordan has
freed herself from British dominance. what, therefore,
would be the new policy of Jordan? And what do you plen
to do for your country?

A: Jorden considers the Palestinian cause as that of
the entire Arab nation. Therefore, the Arab states have
obligations toward this cause which will influence, to a
great extent, the future of our nation. Since Jordan has
common borders with the mutual enemy of the Arabs (a border
that exceeds 600 KM in length) and since the Jordanian
potentialities are not sufficient to defend the Arab world, -7
since 1954 we have been asking for assistarce, and we have
welcomed the Arab assistance ever since it was Tirst offered.
Jordan acknowledges the great natinalistic action undertaken
by the three sister states for her sake snd for the sake of
all other Arabs. Jordan, therefore, does not seek a new
policy. It still holds fast to, and abides by, its policy
which is based on the principles of the great Arab awakeni;g
which, in turn, are based on the velief that the Arab nations
are one nation in the great Arab fatherland.

Q: What do you predict for %he Arab nationalism now
that freedom has been attained?

A: T believe in Aradb nationalism, and I have faith in
its future. Our nation has found the way to sovereignty
end immortality, and, therefore, she will be able to achieve
her great goal. )

This great awakening in the Arab world, from the Atlantic

®
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Ocean to the”Arab Gulf, is but an indication of the pros-
perity and sérength of our nation which struggles for her
independence and freedom. Tomorrow is ours and the future
is guaranteed, with the help of God.

The Egyptian radio equally desired to have His MajJesty
say something on this occasion. His Majesty obliged. The
text of the message that was broadcast follows:

wphe Arabs, in their countries, have rejoiced with
this example of a netionalistic action end this fruitful
work which will lead %o unity, and whieh has increased the
dignity, strength, freedom, and sovereignty of the Arabs.

wThe Arab nation is called upon, in these days, to
face the developments in this area, to catch up with the
civilized nations, and to meke every effort and sacrifice
in order to guarantee the Arabs the fulfillment of thelr
goals, to guarantee the future of their countriss, and in
order that they may be able to participate in serving
humanity and in establishing peacse, prosperity, and securi-
ty for menkind.

e, in whatever we do, believse, OT strive, are in-
spired by the mission of our nation for itself and the
whole world. We shall not spare any gacrifice and effort
in preserving our national heritage and whatever our
countries hold sacred.

nour meeting in this lend, with our vrothers and fellow
nationals, is but a clear-cut expression and an indicatlon
of the desire of our nation for freedom and dignity, and an

answer to the national feelings in every section of the
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great Arab state.

"We will not conclude a matter, nor choose a path,
without eiming at unity, in hope and purpose, and making
the word of God prevail.

"It pleases me, on this historic occasion, to thank
Egypt, its president, governmsnt, and people, for our
pleasant stay and for the fruitful work. Our best wishes
to the Egyptian broadcasting station which has made this
possible.m

"™ No soonmer had His Majesty returned to the capital of °
his kingdom amidst the manifestations of affections end
support of his people, than he delivered the following
message from the Jordaniam broadcasting station:

"¥y trusted people, and fellow countrymen:

"The peace of God be upon you, and our greetings to
you all. On the plains of the beloved Jordan and over the
hills the glorious past of our nation, its awakened present,
and its expected future unite in motive.

"Today in the battle of the Arabs against their cnce-
mies Jorden stands strong in itself, powerful with the
support of the Arab nation, and believing in God. The
example set by the Arab conquests strengthened the de-
termination of Jorden; and its sacrificing people end
courageous army are inspired by Islam and the numerous
armies of their first ancestors, the religious warriors
who raised the banner of peace wherever they settled. In

the course of time a number of countries have risen and
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disappeared on this pure end sacred part of the universe.
Jorden will have a high position in history.
wphe Arabs have, during the past fifty years, been
faithful. Their faithfulness to their promises and under-
takings has cost them plenty. Jordan is a part of the Arab
world and has participated in the recent Arab awekening. i

1t shall remain faithful to all the Arab aspirations.

[P

nWe in this country still believe, regardless of the
many faces of evil and the variety of the enemy's treacherous
methods, that the battle that awalts us shall restore our
gstolen lands, such as Hatteen, Ghaza, Jerusalemn. Our
struggle shall not end, neither will we lay down our arms,
until we have attained our complete rights. We will achieve
them or die for them.
"y beloved people:

"In this deciéive phase through which the Arab world
is going, writing a bright page in our history, and in these
difficult days which have hit our nation ceusing deaths in !
every region of the great Arab state, the Arabs have cried
out “to each other and brothers have met to plant the i‘irstw
seegs of that desired union, and to decide the unity of the

country through their identical pains, feelings, eand hopes.

v
5
e
£

This marks the birth of the Mutual Assistance Convention.

The sympathy of one brother for the other's burden, his
willingness to share in responsibilities. The tidings of

gt

freedom and sovereignty which were being exchanged between

the Arabs were carried over from cairo to the armies on the
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firing line, facing the oppressive enemy.

"ye must always remember with thanks and appreciation
our brothsers who have sympathized with us over our burden
end our responsibility, and who have eppreciated our
vigilaence against our mutual enemy -- an enemy that draws
his support from international Jewry and the organizations
that support it. Our brothers have, during the past year,
been offering us assistance which we have welcomed. Now
that the fruit has ripened, I not only congratulate Jordan

but also the entire Arab nation for this great step which “

has followed the Arabicizing of our army, and has resulted'

from our constant efforts. Wewsh to meke it clear to all

that in being inspired by what is best for the Arab nation

we are eager to maintain its unity and its rights for self-
determination, and will heed only to what is best, and what
will benefit it most, and we refuse to see the nation's
efforts wasted by internal divisions. We do not want to
sse our sacred country turned into a battlefield between
wWest and Fast which will benefit only the enemies of the
Arabs and Islam.

"In conclusion, we must stand united in order to
guarantee the dignity and self-respect for the coming
centuries. We must keep striving toward glory end honor,
in order that we may be free and sovereign in our countries
end homes, and in order that we may be the best of nations
ever created for the sake of mankind. God is with us.
Tomorrow is ours, and the glorious future is our nations.

Pedce be upon you."

e Tano. ;g
v fano 2 b
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This message by His Majesty, which was broadcast to

his people and to the Arabs, marks the end of a bright

_ part of the Arab assistance story, or the Arab mutual
assistance, as it was named by the L-power convention in
Celro. Other phases followeq in a few months when the new
fiscal year in Jorden began, end the people looked to the
sister states urging them to be feithful to théir under-
takings end promises, and urging them to pay the amount
expected from them. Only Saudi Arabia answered to the
plea. Saudi Arabie payed her share, and gave Jordan the
moral support with which to overcome the ugliest treason
nown in its history, and which will be mentioned in detail

in the next chapter of this book.

B. The Termination of the Anglo-Jordanian Treaty

Tt was natural for the treaty to lose its purposeful;‘
ness after the developments thet took place and, as
mentioned previously in the chapter, which affected the
relations between both countries. British financial as-
sistance, vhichvas an obligation on the part of Britain to
Jordan, had been replaced by Arasbic assistance, according
to the Mutual Assistence convention concluded between Jordan,
saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Syria. It was, therefore, Jordean's
right to demend that the treaty with Britain be terminated,
and that the two air bases, in Mafraq and Aquaba, be re-
turned to it.

From the British point of view, the treaty had lost 1ts

value from the moment that the foreign command of the Jordanian
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Arab army had been dismissed. The promulgation of the
Aradb Mutual Assistance convention gave Britain the oppor-
tunity to rid herself of the financial obligation which she
owed Jordan. Furthermore, Britain's treacherous motives,
and her cooperation with Israel in a joint aggression
against Bgypt, had removed all hopes of improving her
relations with any of the Arab countries.

X Therefore, as soon as it was broadcast that Jordemn hagd,
signed the Arab Mutual Assistance convention, Britain sent
the Jordenian govemment a memorandum (No 1041/5/57, dated
22 January 1957 ) requesting that immediate negotiations be
held to terminate the Anglo-Jordanian treaty.

A delegation was immediastely formed, after the receipt
of the memorandum, and the two delegations began their
negotiations to terminate the treaty in Amman on 4 February
1957.

As far as the financial and militery details were con-
cerned, both parties formed special committees charged with
discussing these matters, and reaching an agreement on them.

During these negotietions March first arrived. This
day marked the first anniversary on which the couﬁtry had
been freed from foreign domination, through the dismissal
of the foreign command, and one in which the army had been
Arabicized. The army had organized a big celebration in the
Petra Cinema to acclaim its commander-in-chief on this day
of freedom. His Majesty, the hero of his country, delivered
the foilowing speech:

"My Trusted People:
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nOon a day like this day, a year ago, Tate added a glori-
ous page t0 our awakening, and recorded an Arab triumph in
the liberation of our army asnd in its emancipation from
forgign domination. It pleases me to greet you and to parti-
cipate in this celebration of e happy occasion. We speaku
to you, and to our courageous army, because the strength

. of-the country, and the deaths of those who have given their
lives to protect its liberty and guarantee its dignity, have
inspired our nation to take cognizance of its affeirs and
the accompanying ups and downs.

It pleases us to look back, as we stand on the thresﬂold
of a new year and bid farewell to the first commemorative
year in which we freed amnd Arabicized our army. These events
took place by the grace of God, and were His rewards for
our patience. We review today these events vwhich took place
during one short year in the endless flow of time. This
year however was important as far as the future of our
country was concerned and decisive for the outcome of our
nation which is now going through a deliceate phass, facing
a treacherous enemy, defying oppressing forces, and com-
batting injustice and evil, in order to safeguard the future
of our nation, its liberty, dignity, and glory.

our hope for the ermy now that it has been strengthened
by the grace of God in its Arabism; now it has become what
we end the nation wanted it to be -- Arab in creed, commend,
responsibilities and duties -- is that it will heep new
honors on this nation, and add to its history amn immortal

page of heroism. The early Tslamic conquerors have Set a
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good example for our army, and so have the courageous Arab
soldiers. Our army enjoys our complete cooperation and total
support, and that of our nation. Our armed forces have re-
deemed the Arab lands with their blood and souls and have
recorded feats that inspire glory and pride. It is, there-
fore, only right we praise those innocent martyrs who f?ll

on the field of honor and fought in battle along with their

broﬁhers-in-arms who st1ll man the ir positions, protecting

the Arab world by repulsing one aggression after the other.
IT we could recall the individual and group feats ac-
complished by our sons, if we could have witnessed them, and
if the people could pass them on, it would be impossible to
record them all. We remember especially those who fell while
holding their positions during ths treacherous attecks on

the border outposts, and who refused to retreat.

u i

Nor shall we forget the courageous action undertaken
by one of the detachments of our army in the battle of ’
Kalkilia when it withstood the attack of a whole enemy
brigade, inflicted heavy casualties upon it, and defeated
it in final ignominy. Furthermore we have to praise the
high morale of our air force, and its readiness to carry
out its duty to the best of its ability.

These Wwere the martyrs and heroes who fought the battles
for our sake and for other Arabs, as did their forefathers
before them.

Our army and armed forces today are implementing the

principles of the great Arab revolt which called for unity,

emancipation, and for the sovereignty of the great Arab
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fatherland.

Our country which was the joy of the prophet, the cradle
of Curist, and the land of peace, finds itself called upon
to protect the holy places of the world and defend all Arabs.
In spite of the burdens our country carries, such as the
palestinian refugees encamped’® on mountain and plain, these
responsibilities are added to those which face us in the
forthcoming struggle.

This country which has ﬁgken a successful step in
strengthening the Arabs and safeguerding thelr sovereignty
and nationality, will face anything which threatens Arab
natibnalism. This country is today in dire need of unity
in decision and renk. It must eliminate discord and main-
tain totel solidarity in order to face those subversive i
jdeas and elements which propose to forget the past in
favor of principles that do not conform with our bellefs
and traditions {See Chapter 2).

we will, with the help@of God, be as victorious in
the future as we have been in the past providing we unite
in decision and considsrations. We will proceed to build
up our country economicelly, militarily, end spiritually.=
We will erect fortifications, esteblish inditstries, reclaim
the earth, organize ourselves and the state, resist every
aggressor, fight for the sake of the past, present, future,
justice snd equality, until we can guarsntee all a digni-
fied and peaceful existence, snd participate in helping the
Arab nation to achieve the standing it desires. Our lsnd

®
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will be ours only, end we will not despair. Our army, the

i
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guiding light of our country end the fort of Arab hational-
ism, enjoys our total support and 1s composed of citizens.

Let us, therefore, work effectively, strive continually,
and be faithful in word and deed and effart, for the future
is ours, end God is with us. Peace bs upon you.

fiussein returned to his palace where e proceeded %o

direct his advice and remarks to the Jordanian negotiators
and the Jordanien subcommittees which had kept His Majesty
jnfarmed as to the initial decisions concerning every step
of the negotiations.

on 13 February 1957 the negotiating parties issued the’
first joint declaration in vhich they stated that it had
been agreed among them to terminate the Anglo-Jordanian
treaty.

on wednesday, 3 March 1957, at 11:30 a.m., the exchange
notes between the British and Jordenian parties, wer%‘rati—
fied in the Cebinet building.

At 4 p.m. that afternoon the Jordanian national:assembly,
deputies and notables, held a his}orical meeting in which

the termination of the treaty was announced. The chamber

of deputies then congidered the draft law terminating the
treaty, and promulgated it unenimously. A delegation then 4
proceeded to the royal Hashemite divan to refer the draft %
la% to His Majesty for signature. :
While the historical meeting was being held, His Majesty
Hussein delivered to the nation the following speech, whigh

e
climexed the temmination of the treaty, and in which he

~125-

g,

g Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved fol

Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01 04R001 90022001 20



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001900220012-0

announced to the Arab world, along with his congratulations,
this day of freedom,
miy Beloved Ppeople:

mywhen I returned to my country a few years ago, to assume
great responsibilities and heavy burdens, 1t was pot for love
of grandeur or power. T assumed these responsibilitiles and
burdens because I was fully aware of them, and ‘Secause duty
called upon me to assume them, and because I saw that in
shouldering these responsibilities and burdens, I could
serve the people among whom I was born, end with whom T
shared happiness, hop!es, and pains. I then realized that
a destiny awaited us. Our first ancestors sacrificed them-
selves for it; they created the Arab world with their blood
and the sweat of their toil. They placed their principles.
high while striving to fulfill a message which called upon
them to bring their nation jnto prominence with other
nations, after it hed already been colonized for hundreds
of years. This was the difficult road which our fathers
walked, each person contributing his share towards the ful-
£i{llment of that mission and completing what was begun by
otle Ts so that the results of those that had preceded him
should not be wasted. Their goals were: the freedom of
the Arabs in their fatherlend, equel standing with other
civilized nations, and the establishment of & strong state
capable of withstand ing storms and dangers, ead one which
would 1link their present to their past, since the Arabs
already had a well-established and staniing civilization
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among the nations of the world.

wphis is what I returned for: +to assume that great
responsibility with God, my people, and history as witnesses.
1 had to achieve the thing that would guarantee my nationr's
liverty end sovereignty.

Although acute difficulties and pro blems blocked my
path I worked harder amd had faith in what I was doing. T
had sworn to finish what I intenled or die doing so. I
draw my feith from the closeness which developed between
every individual in this country and myself. I enjoyed
the support of every ipndividual which was the greatest help
I could have had in overcoming each obstacle I faced. We
Arabicized the army. This action was an answer to the threat
that the throne and this country would soon cease to exist
if T failed to follow the example of & specific policy drawn
up by one of the great countries. This action was part of-
the answer.which the representative of +het nation received.
1t sald that the throne was part of the country and its
symbol, and that I was ready to abdicate if that throne were
to represent something else. Its value was equal to the
services it could render Jordan and the Arabs. The Arabi-
cizing of the army took place. The promises and threats
followed. I stood by my decision end succeeded because I
neve faith in every step whieh I meke for the sake of the
qountry. I was ready then, as I am today, to sacrifice my
1ife for this country. On that ooccasion, I was alone. But
1 felt that I had the support of every Jordanian. 7You

gtrengthened me and I acted in the interest of your liberty
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and sovereignty.

#Tordan has now every right to keep its head high
among the nations, free and independent. God 1is with you,
oh patient people, end courageous army. In the thirty
years or more that have passed, we have complained loudly
time and time agein, and have used one opportunity after
tk other, to achieve our right to liberty and sovereignty
quickly. But the opponent was inexorable and strong end

'refﬁsed to come to terms with his ally. We managed our N
affairs and were mute, not because we approved, or out of
neglect, but to combine our forces, close our‘ranks, and
concentrate our potentialities. The years passed by,
weighted with effort, patience, and self—denial. Jordan
faithfully carried the burdens of defending the Arabs,

burdens which others would have found impossible to carry.

Jordan did carry out, without boasting, the sacred national

duty which was imposed om it. Black days and meny ye&ars
went by until the Arabs were faced with the debacle of
Palestine.

Up to the moment when the Western and Eastern plot
befell the Arabs, they were the rightful owners of Arab
palestine. As it was, this catastrophe -warned the Arab
nation of its imminent danger and the evils which
threatened their countries. Jordan, having been closest
to the latent source of trouble and the covetousness of
the enemy, was first among the Arabs to awaken and appraise

the denger which threatened our destiny. Jordan, as a
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whole ~- people, army, and potentialities -- sprang up to ;
i combat the evil, remove the danger, and repulse the ag-
gression.

History took its course. We shouldered our country's

responsibilities and directed our people, to emulate those

PO

?‘ first pioneers who gacrificed themselves to the cause of
the Arab nations, which is also that of Palestine. Jorden
took the initiative in the Arab and international field.
we threw into the battle what we held as most precious,

we braved the dangers with an unshekeable faith in God, =&
reliance on our rights, and the support of our people,
army, and nation, wherever it my be. God only knows how

much Jordan endured in gelf-denial, patience, and hardships.

nMy Fellow Countrymen:

» e have accomplished in one year that which we thought -
.iméossible to asccomplish. We have Arabicized our army, and 1
are completely in readiness allied with our brothers. Ve
have promised to stand together as one to combat evil and
challsnge oppressiveness. We are united in purpose, de-
termination, destiny, eand hope. when we turned to our
brothers they assisted us, sharing our burden, end our
meeting resulted in the Areb mutual assistance treaty.
we did not stop, deviate, or falter under the,weight of
* the difficulties. We had a date with destiny. We hurried

to our allies and informed them that the time had coms to .

break the chains. They considered amd heeded our appeal,

showing, as we daid, good intentions and a desire to deal

with us on an equal standing. :
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In this immortal moment when Jordan was liberated from
the chains that held it back for so long, we broadcast the
good tidings to our people in Jordan and to our fellow
countrymen in the great Arab fatherland, congratulating them
on Jordan's emencipation and pledging to answer our nation's
call to carry on the mission. )

We £ind that after having become independent our duties
and responsibilities are far greater than those required
during the colonial era. We ealone today are responsible
for ensuring a dignified life for our people, for the pro-
tection of our country, and the maintenance of peace and
security.

"We are still at the begimning of the long road which
leads to the fulfillment of our mission for establishing the
unity and freedom of the fatherlend., We are well aware that
the price of liberty is vigilance, national unity, and an
agreepent among us concerning the national welfare. Let us
all, therefore, act as one for the sake of our country's
welfare and the glory of our nation. Feace be upon you.¥

Events then succeeded each other in Jordan. These
events had, however, started a few months earlier. But
because of their importance and hazerd, we will reserve
a special chapter -~ the following one -- for them.

As Tar as the withdrawal of the British troops from the
two bases in Aquaba and Mafraq was concerned, His Majesty
Hussein saw to it that it was completed on time, and even

a bit earlier.
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On the 31 May 1957 withdrawal of British troops from
Mafraq vas completed. A great celebration was held on that
occasion in which the air strip and the base at Mafraq were
handed over to the Arab Jordanian army. Hussein watched
the British flag being lowered and replaced by the glorious
Jordanian flag. He then stood up emong his fellow country-
men, officers and soldiers, and made the following spsech:
vy brothers and fellow countrymen; officers and soldiers;
Arabs in every place and under any sky:

#Tn the name of God the Beneficent and Merciful, and
in the name of this patient country which grew out of the
blood and tears of its early pionsers, we are here today
to enjJoy the fruits of our ancestors' sefforts and pserse-
verance.

"] grast you today with greetings full of affection
and detemmination. femptation has tested us. We have
learned that love accompanied by determination, and determi-
nation based on love, are the only way to salvation.

"Wwhen will love be more obvious, and when will determi-
nation become stronger, if not today?

"This victorious day, on which the last foreign troops
evacuate our beloved land, we see the finsl end of humili-
ation and slavery.

"Today God has bestowed upon us His blessing, end so
we will break our last chains, sever our bonds, and leave
the world of bondage and slavery for the world of freedom
ard dignity.

"Today we broadcast the tidings of our emancipation to
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our brothers and friends in the Arab and Islamic world.

nTt is from this vigilent and patient country which

n the way of the enemy of the Arabs eand Tslam and

m corruption and evil by eliminating the

stands i

which God saved fTo
roying their plot; it is from

proud of 1its straight-forward

subversive elements and dest
this Arab Hashemite country,
netionel tendencies, trat we broadcast God's gift of free-~
&om and stability. Ther

of the intruding foreigner or dest

s will be no trace left after today

ructive elements. This

i1g our reward for persevering effort.

ny brotle rs apd fellow countrymen:

nphis small country, poor in potential bub rich in

e e

hope, bas carried the message of the great Arab awakening

and has abided by it, seeking independence and complete

unity, and fostering the Arab cause everywhere.

we will accomplish this by oar effo

eve for us complete independence. We will,

rts and our sacri-

f£ices will achi

after this day, try to implant by all possible means, the

goals of that awakening. We will convert our intentions in

words end deeds, producing the means which will achieve the

desired unity end which will reunite us, thus insuring our

glorious nation the ability to use its nidden resources for

safeguarding the humanitarian principles our world has pro-

duced. We will act upon the words of enlightenment end

civilization which have come to us from all free peoples.

nihis good country has, on the other hend, carried the

burden of the pattle of the Arabs against their greatest

enemy during these long years wi thout complaining by relying
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on its unity, the nobleness of jits struggle, the zeal of
its army, and the deteminatigh of its people.

nJordan has carried its éurden with the good conscience
of the true believer who protects his country, sacrificing
himself for the sske of Arab nationality, ell its religious
beliefs and sacred institutions of humanity, by standing
forth, strong end unylelding in their defense.

nThe misfortunses end ca;amities vhich come and go have
not overwhelmed Jordan, nor was Jordan concerned with the
treacheries that came from sll sides. Quite to the contrary,
all this bes increased its determination and courage.

nHge whose message is just and true; he vho stamds thus
by God and his country struggling for the Arabs and Islam;
he who abides by his covenants in carrying out his promises
and respecting his conventions; he who does not indulge in
evil designs or unworthy grudges; he will accept no other
advice than that of his own determination and will be
guided only by the goals of his nationality. He wiil ac-
cept no principles but those of the great revolt, and will
not settle for less than the best for his country. h ' ’ f

whis man will lead and never be le.di, He will be the \
first to face death and will not cower. He will always be
in front seeking honor. His noble descent and the good
name of his encestors will prevent him from participating
in intrigues and conspiracies.

"To you, my trusted people and proud army, I glve

notice of the evacuation of the last foreign troops from our
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sacred land. I congratulate you all on your achlevemsnt
mede possible through tears, blood, faith and hops. We
would not have been able to achieve that had we not been ,
willing to sacrifice ard had we not preferred glory, m&gna-
nimity and poverty, to disgrace and shame.

nyy Fellow Arabs:

Jorden ennounces to the world its emancipation from
colonislism and exploltation, through the Grace of god, and
by the efforts of its people and armj. T have led :Jordam -
on this constructive program relentlessly, and without
complaint. We begen our sacred struggle with the one hope
that we would do idike our ancestors did and act as they
acted. Treachery struck when the subversive elements in-
filtrated the ranks of the army and the people, preventing
them from proceeding towards their goals.

nThey infiltrated treacherously through a number of
citizens who, blinded by conceit, conspired to destroy and
turn the people away from their duties and then proceeded,
encouraged by the communigts masters and fellow travellers,
to preach treason.

nwe had hoped that at least they would stop harming
us and our country. But alas, an ignorant and inexperienced
group mede their appearance on the scene. Without having
a proper or knowledgeable concept of nationalism, they pro-
ceeded to plant the see&s of corruption in the land. This
nearly led the country to disaster by neglecting the interests

of one section, and sought to turn Jorden and her sister
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communist satellites. The communists conspired
one kind of colonialism for another. We 4o

those who have sympathized with this group, but

we feel sorry lest they become victimized. For this group

does not respect 1its conventions and does not gbide by 1ts

word. We are not concerned gbout them however sinece their

activities are under international syrveillance and generally

disapproved.

mwhat hurts is the fact that we had raised those who

committed the conspiracy from the ranks to places of

exaltation only to be rewarded by their grave errors, And

although we
they turned

trusted them and showed them the right way,

upon us. But god destroyed them, and saved

this country from gedition, treachery, and unrest. And

you. have aided with faithful support our work for your

welfare and

happiness, and for the dignity of this great

nation, of which you are a part.

"It is

fulness and

therefore my right to take pride in your faith~

loyalty. 1 express in this historic moment the

affection and admiration-I have for you by pledging before

the world to live for you in every respect.

nyy beloved people; My courageous army;

,"Jordan has been, due to your courage and sacrifice,

foremost among the Arab nations in perpetuating the mutual

national cause and it has been first in the field of sacri-

fice since ¢©
continue to

reach our g0

L

ized Co

atastrophe befell the fatherlend . We will
suffer the wounds of that misfortune until we

al. This has been our state of mind, and i% will
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remain so. We will not be thwarted in our pursuits by the
propagenda, advice, end lies of those deluded agitators.

nye understand liberty snd freedom as based on condem~

nation of colonialism, both westem and eastern, as willing-
ness to lend a helping hand to all, befriending all those
who wish to befriend us, and alienating those who wish to
harm us. rphese theories lie within the scope of our princi-
ples, beliefs, history and religion. We gave proof of that
when we Arabicized our arnmy, réndering it completely fai th-
fuf to all Arabs, and not to Jorden elone. We gave further
proof of that the day we termineted the treaty, thus partici-
pating in word and deed in the achisverent of the national
aspiration. It is with this understanding thit we will seek,
god willing, to implement our hopes for complete and total
unity.

wphis is how the faithful understand liberty and freedom
which is not the way conspirators and opportunists under-
stand it in seeking to subvert our country. This is freedom
and liberty, opposed to th® spreading of disorder and evil

-

and indulgence in conspiracies end intrigues with the purpose

of sstting up.an oppressive regime.

uMy beloved- people; My courageous army;

n1god has enabled us, thanks to your unity %o reestablish,
order and stab;lity in this country which has been inundated
with confusion. It 1s the duty of every 5n% of us to partici-
pate to the fullest extent, in establishing a new and happy

life in an era which would raise the stamiard of our society,

organize the structure of our country, and strengthen our
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protector, the ermy.

"My brothers and fellow citizens;

"The joy I feel is mixed with pain when I look to the
horizon and visualize the beloved section, stolen from us,
that lles beyond the banks of the Jordan...remembsring the
wealth deserted by its psople when they fled this dear
section of our greater fatherlend.

"With sed heart I recall that stolen land, and our i
recent struggle; I remember the blood we shed on its plai;s
and valleys and the graves of our forefathers which were
violated by straﬁgers.

"I visualize all that, choked by tears, and swear that
we will not rest until we restore justice end their homes to
the inhabitents.

"lLet this be a p}edge of honor which we renew to our ;;-
loved Palestine.

"Let me be frank and tell you that the step we are
celebrating is but the begimming of the road which Jordan

has chosen to achieve unity and restare our violated rights.

Psace bs upon you."

7. THE GREAT CONSPIRACY

5
This chapter could be written as s completely separate
book. The events in it are entangled snd complicated and
are set down here with difficulty. The “successive events
[

roveal what might call for much elaborate detail. Since,

however, the law has classified these events, we must
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content ourselves with suppositions and the inclusion of
broad outlines which may enlighten the Jordanian and Arab
public as to the truth of these events and their subsequent
developments.

Before tackling the subject, 1t would be opportune to
retrace our steps to the few months gﬁat preceded the cabinet
of Mr. Sulaiman al-Nabulsi.

We have mentioned in the previous pages the story of
Templer and the pacts. And we have revealed the purpose of
the internal and external campaigns which were aimed at
Jordan during the Anglo-Jordanian negotiations to terminate
the treaty. !

Desiring to complete the picture and wishing to show
the readers the inconsistencies and incongruities of those
political leaders who laid claim to nationalism in Jordan
and those who became fellow travi}ers, we mention the now

dissolved National Socialist Party. This party had

completely agreed to the nature of the Templer negotiations

through its secretary-general, Sulaimen al-Nabulsi and
through some of the members of the executive comrittee.
This agreement came after the visit made by Mr. Sulaimen al~

Nabulsi and Mr. Hikmat al-Masrl %o Irag at the invitation

e

of ﬁhat government, which was celebrating the handing over
by the British troops of the al-Habbaniya air base.

The Jordanian prime® minister was then the late Towfig
Abul Hudda. The dissolved parties, including the National
Socialist party, had been trying very hard to have him

removed, so that they could take over.
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While in Bagdad, Nabulsi and Masril v;sited the Iraqi
prime minister, Nurl al-Said. They begged al-Said to join
Kiné Feisal and the crown prince in interceding on their &
behalf with King Hussein. They desired that Towfiq Abul
Hudda should be dismissed so that they might form the new
cabinet. They promised him in return that they would seek
as soon as they came to power to join the Bagdad Pact be-
cause from their point of view, it was the only way to
salvation.

Nuri al-Said was aware of the pro-British feelings of
al-Nabulsi and was aware of al-Nabulsi's opinion which he
voiced on every occasion and especially after his return
from the Jordanien embassy in London. He said the continu-
ation of relations between Jordan and Britain.as specified
by ghe treaty was a necessity. He even stated in one of
hls speeches made at a special reception in London that the
relations between both countries as he saw it, were perma-
nent -- very much like a catholic marriege.

¥r. al-Said considered this proposai and as he had
always wanted to bring Jordah into the pact he therefore
promised to fulfill their demands.

The first thing which al-Nabulsi did after his return
upon visiting His Majesty the: King was to beg His Majesty®

not to reprove the government for its policy of rapprochement

‘with Irag, the Iragql policy, and the pact. He further stated

that the union of the two countries was the blessed first
step toward the desired unity.
al-Nabulsl then jpaid Haza' al-kajeli a visit the very
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night the latter was designated to form the Jordenian cabl-

net. He reviewed the documents concerning the negotiations

and the phasgs reached and approved them. He had however
wanted al-Mufti to finish the work he had begun, thus clearing
the way for el-Majali, himself, or others.

We are not trying to justify the endeavours of al-

Majali's government or the other governments. We are re-=

porting the facts as they took place without trying to
blame others. Unfortunately the Arab politiciens in Egypt
and Syria follow a different policy. If you do not bow to
their demends and designs, you are branded as a traitor and
a tool of imperialism -- this is the attitude which brings
““Bbolt our disunity.
We return to the main subject.
on 21 September 1956 the election of a new chamber of
deputies took place in Amman. Indications pointed to a "
period of stability and tranquility in which the populatiogy
thelarmy, and the government would cooperate to make a ‘
complete revolution possible in Jorden under the leadership
of Hussein who, by freeing the country from the nightmare
of foreign commend, changed the army's allegiance to the
netion and to the country. This would protect Arab hopes
defend the sacred things of Islam and save the country from
political gro%pings and military pacts.
Hussein could not Temain deaf to the peoples desires,
especially since he nad‘spent his lifetime guiding the move-
ment for liberation aﬁd,accogplished within a few days what

would have taken years wbré'it'not.for his leadership.
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Tor the first time in the history of the country, the
candidates represented political groups. 1In spite of the
honesty of those responsible for the supervision of the
elections, a number of subvers;ve elements managed to get
electsd to the chamber of deputies by unorthodox means such
as buying votes with imported capital.

Communist propagenda hed meanwhile swept the A;ab world,
including Jordan, as a result of the Czechoslovakian arms
deal. Russia's traditional historical desire to monopolize
the Middle East, thereby threatening Europe's supply line
of oil and other materials began to shape up.

A people such as the Jordanians, one third of whom are
refugees nursing the wounds inflicted by, and the grudges
they hold against, the West, can easlly be swayed by such
political propaganda.

And so political propaganda did have its effects. The
consecutive visits made by prominent members in such politi-
cal organizations as the Wational Front, al Batth, the
¥etional Socialist Party and others prior to the elections
had become known to one and all. These msmbers returned
with their heeds full of subversive propaganda and thelr
pockets full of money.

The elections ended and on the day following the

proclamation of the results a group of Arab and foreign
correspondents interviewed His Majesty the King and listened
to his point of view concerning importent Aradb matters. His

Majesty made the following speech:
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; . - "We welcome you to this country, the sons of which
have been entrusted by God with the task of protecting

that which is sacred to the greater majority of the world's
population against sggression and destruction.

"We welcome you. In you we find more of that spirit
which seeks truth concerning matters which have attracted
public opinion in this country. We would have liked to
meet with each of you sepsrately to answer any question
which might have come to your mind but we know you realize
how busy we are and have been during the past few days.

nThe first thing we would like to discuss is the
oPalestinian question. We hope that through your visit to
the Hashemite Xingdom of Jordan, you have acquainted your-
selves with the false propaganda end the misrepresentationf“
of reality which lead the free world to allow the expulsion
of one million Arabs from their country, Palestine. The
bitter rancour unleashed by this tragedy in the Arab world,
which still awalts the action of the free world, has placed
upon Jordan the burden of protecting 650 km ggainst suc-
cessive criminal aggressions, caring for the affairs of
650,600 refugeeé.

"The Palestinien question is not, and has never been;
the burden of one Arab state. It is the concern of all the
Arab stetes, and no one Arab steate has the right to present .

or accept separately a solution for that questfon. There
are two basic conditions which have to be met before the

question cen be solved: (1) all the Arabs, including the
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Palestiniens, must accept the solution; (2) the great coun-
tries have to reelize that humenity and world peace re-
quire them to act according to the principles of justice
and law which safeguard the rights of the Palestinians!
return to their homes. Until these two conditions are met,
it must be clear to the aggressors that they will not be
able to remain in the country by the sole uss of force,
and through attacks on peaceful villages. Thus, the question
of Palestine is the concern of the Arab world end should,
mbreovar, be the concern of all peace loving countries in
the ‘world.

fips far as the Arab union is concerned Jordan considers
the Arab world an indivisible entity. The Arab world has
but one goal which is independence and the right to stand
side by side with the other free nations by serving humanity.
Jordan therefore does not believe in territoriality within
the Arab world. Jordan's policy has aimed end still does,
‘as was declared many times at strengthening the bonds be-
tween all of the Arab states that face a mutuel enemy, so
that they may constitute a strong and solid front. ’

wphis policy is based on reallty -- the geo-strategic
location of our country, its common historical ties, language,
and similar hopes and aims which unite the Arabs.

npg for as the new chember of deputies is concerned,
one which was elected by the people and is the legislative
authority, you have covered the government-~supervised
elections and found the results were pleasing to all. We

hope and pray that success may accompeny this new parliament
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80 that it may be able to carry out its sacred duty.

mye sincerely hope that your visit to our country in
view of what has taken place with the amazing progress our
interests bave achieved, will be the beginning of a real
understanding among the nations of this world. We wish you
a2 happy sojourn here. Peace be upon you."

The Tresults of the elections showed that the so-called
Natioha% Socialist Party had won eight seats, a relative
majority compared to the polling results of the other
political perties. Hussein chose Mr. Sulaiman al-Nabulsl
to form the cabinet, despite his appalling fallure in the

elections and because of his democratic principles and
benovelence. Hussein had hoped that the necessary efforts
to push the country on toward prosperity and advancement
would thus be realized.

Hussein hed good faith in the various political groups,
and was confident of their loyalty. He thus endorsed the
1ist of ministers presented to him by al-Nabulsi which
included extreme leftist elements.

The ministers assumed their posts after taking the
constitutional oathlté be loyal to the King‘and the country,
an oath which they were to violate shortly thereafter.

A few hours later the Israeli aggression ageinst
Ezypt hed begun. Hussein convened an emergency meeting
of the cabinet and expressed his desire to enter the war
immediastely. But his cabinet preferred to avoid the issue

and hide bahind defeatist attitudes.

Before the dust could settle over Egypt al-Nabulsl weas
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EECEI p

to deliver his government's program in the parliament for
investiture.

pPeople listensed to the prime minister with shock,
dismay and disapproval as they heard the greater section of
his speech acclaim the president of another Arab state.
Everyone was aware that basic rules designated the praise
of any person other then the actual head of the state as//ﬂ
to tally incorrect. His program was nothing but an official
speech in which he discussed the internal end external
policies of his government. The country had never known
a prime minister to deliver such a speech.

The efforts of some people to attract the attention
of the prime minister to this fact were unsuccessful. The
events which were to follow show very clearly that the
prime ministerts allegiance and that of the majority of his
ministers was to foreign authorities and not to their country
and king. ‘

The minister of national economy for instence delivered
a speech to the Arab delegations who had come to Amman %O
celebrate the ratification of the potash company agreement

and praised no Arab country except Egypt and her president.

Then the prime minister himself who during a speech
delivered in thé petre Cinema on 21 December 1956 spoke
for over thirty minutes in praise of Eegypt end her president
most of the time without eny mention of the King.

The people said that the prime minister was delivering

v

his speech on an occasion of liverty end freedom ... why did
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he not therefore mention Hussein, the driving force behind
every movement for liberty and freedom?

Then the prime minister said to the people: you are
the ones who have elected me to offiocs, even though he did
not succeed in getting elected to parliament. The person
who designated him for the premiership was Hussein who is
now ignored while the president of another state is praised.

And the people could not explain or justify the prime
minister's ungratefulness, defiance, and disobedience. 'l'hey"n
found out four months later:!

This line of behavior remeined on a personal basis,
hurting those who followed i% more than those at whom it
was aimed until it assumed the character of open defiance
of the country’'s law, sovereignty and independence.

It 18 known that in 1953 Jordan passed a law known as
the law combatting communism. This law had therefore been
in operation for years prior to the advent of the al-Nabulsi
government. ‘

On 31 December 1956 and in conformity with government
decree No 235, al-fiabulsi and his colleagues agreed to allow
the communists to publish a weekly publication in Ammen
entitled sl-Jamehir /The Republicansy.

al-Nabulsi agreed knowing full well that al-Jamahir
would underteke to publish openly communist propaganda by
every means possible.

Nabulsl and his government did that while aware that

article three of the law combatting communism stated:
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Section 3 Jail sentences will result from eny of the follow-

ing acts:
; (1) joining a communist organization to further
the aims of communism;

(2) Jjoining a communist organization and teking
a position within it, or working as delegate or representa-
tive of that organization;

(3) sympathizing with communism through speeches,
writings, or pictures;

(4) publishing any communist document for the

purpose of furthering the sims of communism;
° (5) being found in possession of & communist
document with the intention of publishing or advertising
thaf document. °
al-Nebulsi and his government pushed their defiesnce of
the law further by ignoring the security end freedom of the
. country. .
Today they allow the Soviet Tass agency £o enter the
country and distribute its publications left end right.
The publications of this agency are full of communist propa-
gande and communist advertisements.
pomorrow they will allow the display of Soviet films
in the theaters, despite the fact that these films are made

o to advertise communism end attract new members. The commu- \

nists becams so fearless, that they dominated the scense

with their orgenizations, publications, and mottos. Con-

T e e

Ve S

fusion prevailed to such en extent that it threatened the
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very existence of the country.

You may say what you wish about the odd and unreasonable
vehavior of the ministers. Those employees who were quali-
fied apd remained loyal to their King and country were
banished and those who belonged to the previously dissolved
parties were then brought in. The favoritism, corruption,
end graft which resulted, threatened the foundations of '
th§ state.

- Communisn was followed by otLer political parties end
the ranks of the employees were soon riddled by partisan-
éﬁ;;. The government employee began to spend more time on
political gbsurdities than in doing his duty. The standards
of government policy were no longer Jjust. Partisanship to
al-Nabulsi and the majority of his ministers was the only
standard by which an employee was classified. The capable
employees vcre being subjected to constraint, persecution,
and neglect which was however 1ifted when they joinéd ons

or snother party.

To be fair to certain ministers it must be said that
ths cabinet was not in total agreemsnt over suchoacts. Amid
this blinding confusion a number of ministers felt that the
state structure was nearing collapse and that the general

condition of the countxy would result in a catastrophe if

the present situation prevailed.

Therefore a number of them met with the King and ex-
pressed to him their concern over the confused state of
affairs. His Majesty after that had to send his prime

minister the following lefter:
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Our‘Dear Prime Minister, Mr. al-Nabulsi;

wWe send you our best greetings. The Arab nation is

passing through & critical phase of its existence and 1its
recent awakening. Since this beloved country hclds en
important place in the struggle of the Arabs for liberty
and sovereignty and asince this country has faced the enemy
who seeks to expand at the expense of the Arabs in their
greater fatherlend despite the smallness of its territory
and potentialities. Since this country still resists any
attempts to destroy Arab entity; sacrificing to defend it%
principles of paticnal duty toward the Arab-sister states'm
and inspired by the great Arab revolt egainst imperielisn
and foreign domination. And since in our actions we con-
gider the welfare of thé Arabs and their sovereignty, it
is necessary to draw attention to the fact that the Arabs
did not achieve glory snd fame until they were united by
Isiém, which ceme out of this holy land to reform the
I . Arabs and show them the way t0 prosperity and immortality.
They were converted and they found faith in their nission.
They struggled for it and came to it through wisdom and
good counselling until the existing civilized world became
| theirs snd spread to the four corners of the earth. The
Arab-Islamic civilization achieved a great reputation and
was the foundation upon which the more recent civilizations

of the world developed. The Arabs lost their greatness

‘ only after they forsook their religion and nationality.

|
i
i
|
'.I
|
ﬁ

@
Internal dissension proke out as a result of adopting foreign
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principles which did not conform to Arab nature and ﬁeritage.
They became a divided nation and easy prey for their enemies
who overcame them. Thus ended a glorious page in the history

of our nation. A period followed in which the Arabswallowed

in weakness, ignorancs and further dissensions. But the
glorious past kept their hopes alive, and when an attempt
was mede to destroy theilr unity it resulted in the great
Arab revolt which fought off injustice and imperialism, thus
giving birth to the gpirit of freedom that spread through
the Arab world and whose fruits we are now beginning to
enjoy.
since we are much concerned today about the aims of the
Arab revolt we promise God and history that we will live to
achieve liberty, sovereignty, and the degired unity of the
fatherland, regardless of the price. It is mandatory that
we draw attention to the fact that recently Arab nationali%y
has been jeopardized by a denger which threatens to destroy
the fruits of our long and bitter struggle. From the cold
war waged by the two camps of the world, certain beliefs
have begun to infiltrate our country which are contrary to
our own. If these are not checked they could influence our
nationality since they tend to replace the principles that
have characterized our nation with materialistic :principles
" which conform neither to our pattern of life nor to the
values of our nation. We would be replacing one kind of
imperislism, no longer to be found in the Middle Fast, with
another. The yoke of the latter would be impossible to
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throw off if it were allowed to consolidate. The Arab
nation has not forgotten thet the Eastern cemp which now
seeks to propagate its principles helped our enemy to selze
a valued section of the Arab world -- Palestine. Interna-
tional Jewry and criminal Zionism gained effective as-
sistance from the satellite countries and imperialistic
countries in the West. We have no objections to nations
dealing with each other because of mutual advantages but,
at the moment, we face the danger of communist infiltration
“in our Araeb homeland. There is also the danger of those
who pretend to be Arab nationalists end follow the path of
EZ:Zit, confusion, and commotion, pretending heroism as a "
shield for their true intentions and activities. To all
these we say frankly and with determination that we are
aware of all those who spread corruption in the country;
thet the Arab countries belong to the Arabs alone and that
Areb nationality will never adopt principles which are
contrary to our principles. Furthermore, we say to them
* thét in this country which has great responsibilities, o
justice will prevail over evil and we will fight those who
seek to harm us as we fought imperlalism and oppressiveness
when we stood alone. We shall act, with the help of God,
united to achieve our aims and hopes for complete liberty,
and sovereignty, befriending all those who seek to befriend
us, and alienating those who seek to harm us. Our ranks
will be purified of corruption and evil. We will not allow

our country tc become the scene of a cold wer which would
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be followed by actual war if we allowed others to in-
filtrate our ranks. If we allow communist principles to
prevail thereby joining en Arab communist with a zionist
communist in brotherhood we would, es a result, lose all
claim to our avowed valueé and goals.

There is a duty which we must fulfill. We have to

build our country launching exemplary economic reforms andj
employing every effort towards imternal organization and
cooperation, in order to lift the sociasl standard of the
citizen and safeguard our countryts dignity and liberty.

We have faith in this country's destiny through the
dignity and strength we desire for it. We want this
country to be strong by virtue of its glorious past and
the hopeg for its future; to be able to resist communist
propaganda and bolshevik points of view. We must resist
all who seek to thwart our alms and beliefs.

This is our opinion, which we send to you &s a citizen
end as prime minister and we send it to our people too for
whom we live and sacrifice. ITts glory is ours and its
prosperity our own, as well as the peace of mind 1t brings
us. We will live as Arabs and Moslems and die as Arabs
and Moslems. We will give our lives for our principles,
our country, andi those things heritage has entrusted to
us. It must be clear to all that whatever victory is
accomplished by the Arabs, it is the product of their
hands alone. This is our plan which we want everybody to

know, adopt and strive to achieve with courage, determi-
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nation, and dexterity. It is our duty toward the velfare
of the country and that of the Arabs. .

in the light of what has occurred we hope that you and
your fellow ministers will take the necessary measures %o "
safeguard the interests of the country, end will put an: end
to the propagenda of those vho seek to infiltrate our ranks.
you have in the laws of this country an inexhaustable &s-
gistant end the awekening of our people gives you strong '
support. Your record inspires us with confidence concerning
your intentions for this beloved country. God supports your
every effort. With the best of wishes.

al-Hussein

When the prime minister recelved the letter one of the
ministers decided to implement the suggestions and advice
conteined therein. He therefore jssued a notice in which
he asked the eméloyees in his ministry to fulfill their
official duty of serving the people and their interests
and to avoid those political matters which had begun to
uge up most of their time and energy.

No sooner had the ninister sent this notice to the
press and‘radio then he wes surprised to learn that the
minister of state for foreign affailrs, Abdallah al-Rimawi,
had. issued an order prohibiting the broadecast and publi- =

cation of the notice.

The minister was puzzled by the tactless and impolite

vehavior of his colleague. He was surprised by the com-

pulsive defiance shown by his colleagues towards the
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instructions of the King, but his perplexity was to no
avail. al-Rimawi had decided %o act as he pleased and his
open political behavior reached such an extent that his
office became a meeting place for the members of his party
where employment was still based on party membership, re-
gardless of capabllity or other qualification.

when the ssecretary of state for Foreign affairs (press
' and radio section) objected to Rimawits order preventing
the publication and broadcast of the notice and resorted
f to the prime minister for arbitration, he found Nabulsi
£0 be in full agreement with al-Rimawi. This forced the
: secretary to submit his immediate resignation.

Had the resignation been forwarded to the King at the
right moment, and Had His Majesty accepted it, it would
have been easy for Nabulsi and his minister to accept it
i t00. Anyone could then have used the broadcasting station
as he pleased eand by so doing would have chenged the station
from representing the Hashemite Kihgdom of Jordan to be-
coming a purely political station.

The situetion remained as it had been until the day j
when the termination of the Anglo-Jordenian treaty was an-
nounced. The Cabinet convened and decreed a three day
national holiday, oblivious to the harm it would cause e ¥
the government and to the public interest. Then the B

cabinet dscided to draw‘up.the program of the special cele~ .?

bration to mark the occasion, slthough a committee is

usually supposed to carry out this function. The program &
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ndﬁ only omitted any mention of the King or the debt the
nation owed him for achieving this national goal but also
did not give His Majesty any time in which to address his
people.

The cabinet did not stop at this point. It delegated
a pomber of ministers, each to his village or town, to laud
tﬁéﬁselves and extoll their party and its program as they h
pleased.

Before Hussein could free himself to put an end to all
this mockery and nonsense which wgs destroying the dignity
of law and the values of the country, he received a tele-'
graphic message Trom His Majesty Saud Bin Abdel Aziz, in-
forming him that he hed in his possession information which
should be discussed by Arab leaders at a meeting to be held
shortly thereafter.

Hussein gave the matter his immediate attention as he*
hed done in previous cases that concerned the stability
and security of any other Arab state. His Majesty prepared
his reply in a lette? to King Saud, and sent coples of it
to His Excellency Shukri al-Kuwatly, president of the

Syrian republic and to His Excellency Gamal Abdel Nasser,

president of the Egyptien republic. As was his habit in
dispatching all royal letters to the leaders of other
states, His Majesty chose his chancellor Bahjat al-Talhouni
as his personal messenger on this important occasion. The
text of the royal letter follows.

His Majesty, our brother King Saud Bin Abdel Aziz al-3aud,
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may God preserve him:

His Excellency, our brother President Shukri al-Kuwatly,
may God preserve him:

His Excellency, our brother President Gamal Abdel Nasser,
;i may- God preserve him: P
?f I send His Majesty, our brother, my best greetings and
: wishes. Your Majesty fully realize the dellcate instances
our Arab nation is passing through in this phase of its
existence, and ths great dangers that still threaten our
existence and the security of our countries. Since the
period, in which we are living, will influence greatly the

future of our nation, we should remain vigilant all the time

s and we should always be prepared to face any surprise, and
frustrate all intrigues.

- We f£ind that imperialism, despite 1ts defeat in the
Arab world, is still lurking, exploiting all means avail-
o able to reduce our strength and disperse our ranks. It

strives to use the resources of our countries and our

strategic positions for a cold war which would bring evil,’
insecurity, end damages to us. As we fight-off western

imperislism, we must combat any propaganda end all doctrines

A
R
1A
H
3

which do not conform with our principles, end are contrary
to our beliefs and our religion. Thus we would be fighting
for our existence as a nation, and for the unity of our
nation.

Wwe note that our mutual struggle and our joint war

places us face to face with the immediate zionist denger
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which has invaded our homes and is supported by international
Jewry. Israel is but the creation of 1mpe;ialis%, npade to
execute i1ts designs and fulfill its desires.

The Arab debacle in 1948 is not so far awsy. One of
théimost important, although superficial, causes underlyiné
this debacle was the fact that events caught the Arabs by
surprise, and forced them to enter the war unprepared and
without plans. We must face facts and confess that the
situation has not improved. There are no unified subjsctixe
stﬁ&ies which would enable the Arabs to handle any situation,
in all aspects of military, economic, local, or international
gituations. We have, above all, the cause of Palestine
which, despite the attention given to the results of the
catastrophe, still requlires consideration and an agreement
as to the best possible way in which responsibility should
be shared. We find ourselves unable to take advantage of
the propagenda machinery which would further our causes on
the international scene, so much so that we are being
accused of being unabdle to reech a decision concerning our
aims on any s;tuation whiph faces us. If we go into the
details of the Palestinian question, we would find that
there is plenty to be discussed, and that there is a
turning point to the present state of affairs. We must
prepare ourselves for this political battle, even though
it appears that it will be some time yet before it comes
up for discussion. One of the first demonstrations which
face us, one which the world wants to solve since it keeps

the Palestinian question alive, is the case of the refugees
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who have been scattered away from their homes, and who still
suffer every kind of misery amnd misfortune. Their morale
has fallen and they are filled with despair and desire for
revenge. Their Arab characteristics, which are important

for vietory and the liberation of the seized land, have

been destroyed.

Temptations, which have tried us, have taught us in
Jordan to consider every Arab cause as the cause of our
entire nation, extending from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Arab Gulf. These causes affect the life of our nation in
a positive or negative way. All this requires a unity of
purpose end a similar point of view on the various causes
upheld by the Arab world. The Israeli-imperialist aggression
committed against Egypt, and its concern for the Suez Canal,
the Chaza strip, and the Gulf of Aquaba, are but instemces
of the danger which threatens the very existence of the
Arebs and their civilization and future. The barbaric acts
which the western Arabs are facing in Algeria are but blows
aimed at destroying the Arab unity, and breaking their bonds.
The aggression committed ageainst peaceful Yemen, a country
which is méving toward enlightenment and awakening, is but
an open conspiracy aimed at distracting the attention of
every state, keeping every state busy with itself.

This bhas been the path of imperialism and the path of
the enemies of the Arab nation from the ancient times to the
present day. At our last meeting in Cairo, it was opposed,
on principle, to discuss the question of Palestine. We must

hold a meeting to discuss the aggressive intentions of Israel
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and. her threats. All these cases require study and planning
to insure that we are not caught by surprise unprepared.

I find that duty calls upon us to discuss these matters in

a nationalistic, fraternal, and realistic atmosphere. Ve
must shoulder the responsibility and face the consequences,
bhaving in mind the welfare of our nation as we plen & futd;;
whieh should fialfill our aspirations and aims, acknowledging
fully the sacred trust which was placed in our hends by God
end- by history. TPeace be'upon you. .
23 shataban 1376; 25 March 1957

al-Hussein

In their replies, the three leaders gave His Majesty
their support on the matters mentioned in the above letter,
and expressed their admiration fof his loyalty to the Arab
causes, and the care and sttention he gave them.

The first reply received by His Majesty was that from
shukri al-Kuwatli, president of thecSyrian Republic. The
text of the letter follows:

) In the neme of god, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
.His Majesty, our brother ¥ing Hussein I, may God preserve

him:

peace be upon you, and the mercy of god, and His blessings.

1 send you my best greetings, wishing you sternal glory, happi-
ness, and joy. I received your Majesty's noble letter which
was delivered to me by your chancellor, ¥Mr. Bahjat al-Talhouni.

What you have mentioned is just and correct. We agrse with

you that we need to prepare against the aggressive intentions
e
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of our mutual enemye. After its 1nternational defeat in 1ts
i1ast aggression, we must watch over whatever preparations
..and plans our enemy has. 1f the enemy has been able to
penefit, in the past, from our extemporariness, has
strengthened himself through our aiscord, and gained by
our mistekes, Wwe hope that our present vigilance, gsolidari-
ty, and unity of rank will be the guarantes that we may
have in facing its intrigues. Ggod, our faith, determination,
and strong ponds are the pest guarsnbtee for our victory.
we must prepere o vanquish our enemy with gtrength, end *
defeat him through unity and vigllaence. We understend your
point of view and support you in your desire to discuss
other matters which might involve the security and peace
of thils area. We welcome the opportunity to meet with you
and‘with.our two other prothers, King Saud and president B
camal abdel NasseT, whenever you de;;re, and wherever you
please, for we are anxious to achieve upity and strengthen
the Arab(}ront ageinst all who gseek to herm it. Ve peseech
God to help us ali, and to show us the way. Peace be upon
you, and the mercy of god, gnd His blessings.
pamascus, 25 Shataban 137635 27 March 1957
ghukri al-Kuwatli

His Excellenéy president gamel Abdel Nasser sent the
following reply:
gis majesty, oY brother%)King Hussein bin Talal, DY Ggod
preserve him:

1 send you Y greetings and best wishes. T received

your letter, and wish to inform Four Najesty that I agree
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with everything you have mentioned in it. Our country is,

jndeed, passing through a delicate phase which requires
prudence, precaution, and a readiness to face all who have
designs on it, for imperialism will not give up in the face
of our Areb nationallsm, which is becoming stronger and is
consolidating in order to end all foreign influence in the'”
land of the Arabs, from the Arab Gulf to the Atlentic Ocean.
God, by giving our country its position, had intended us to
be a peaceful link between nations, and also had wanted us
to be free, able to tend to the religions that have sprung
up from our country. He hed not wanted us to be a sphere
of influence of eny state, or the playground of any nation,
western or eastern. This trust, which God has placed in
our hends, deserves not only all our efforts, but deserves
that we lay down our lives to achieve our duty before God,
our country, and the Arabs.

Every Arab has a duty toward our beloved Palestine.

It is possible that the pagt events have restrained our
enemy. The fact, however, that he has shown no reservation
ih declaring his intentions about a new aggression, calls
upon us toc study the situation and draw up plans which
would enable us to face any unexpected move.

You mentione<in your letter a desire to hold a meeting
for consultations end plenning. It is, lndeed, nmy greatest
desire that we meet from time %o time to keep our steps
and plens in line and be prepared to face eny new develop-
ments.

We pray to God to give our country all glory and
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prosperity snd grant us success in defending it from the
greedy enemles until the Arabs have achieved their right-
ful place.
peace be upon you, end the merey of God, end His
bléssings.
cairo, 1 Ramadan 1376 H; 1 April 1957
Your faithful brother
cemal Abdel Nasser
The last letter was the following reply from the
saudi Arabian monarch.
In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
wFrom saud Bin Abdel Aziz al-saud to His Majesty, our brother,
King Hussein, King of Hashemite Xingdom of Jorden, may God

preserve him.

peace on my beloved brother, and the mercy of God, and
gis blessings. 1 received, with concern and appreciation,a
g\ your letter dated 23 Shataban 1376 H, and I considered your ?
5! frank statement carefully, which expressed uoble sentiments’
f£yll of the spirit of Islem and pure. nationalistic feelings.
The references His Majesty, our brother, hes made to the
past, present, and the future agree with our point of view.
I agree completely with His mejesty, our brother, that we

must aelways remain in constent touch with each other to

| exchange ideas concerning the plans we have to adopt end
follow. We must act united to strengthen our independence,

and cooperate to repulse aggression. We must, further,

act to liberate our brothers who still suffer from the yoke
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of imperialism, and cooperate to combat ageinst all sub-
versive doctrines which are not in conformity with our
religion and traditions. You will always find me sup-
porting you personally, militarily, financially, end with
my country, for the good of Islam and the protectlon of
the Moslems, and for everything that will give our nation
its place and protect it from evil. I pray to God that He
may help us achieve glory and dignity for our Arab, Islamic
nation and our Arab, Islamic country. I further pray that
the Almighty may bestow upon us His Grace, accept our
fasting in this holy month, and grant us our prayers for
the glory of Islam and the Moslems. May cod preserve and
keep you.

Riyad, 3 Remaden 1376 H; 3 April 1957

Your brother,
Saud

The royal letter and the message contained therein drew
up the plen for a true national policy, especialiy concern~-
ing the Palestinian question. And in spite of the fact that
all three leaders had unanimoﬁsly expregsed their gratitude
and sdmiration to Hussein for his concern aboub Ar8b causes,
the Jordanian cabinet d4id not shy away from using this
incident as an occasion in which to debate the constitutional
rights of the King and limit them completely. This was done
with or without knowledge of the fact that Hussein's pre-
rogative entitled him to write directly to the heads of state

especially his brotheis-- the Arab head of states. Nor did
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they note the fact that protocol required that royal letters
be dispatched through the royal chancellor. rurthermore,
His Majesty had informed Nabulsi about the letters, as did
the chancellor when the two met with some of the formert's
ministers in the lobby of the philadelphia hotel in Amman
before his deperture for Cairo.

1t would have been better for those members of the

caebinet to look back and review the unconstitutional acts
which they hed committed endangering the country's seocurity
and thereby defying the law.

How much better it would have been for these ministers
to have remembersd their involvement with personal aiabition-
{wand commercial deals throughout the duration of their tenure.
The conduct of their affairs placed the interests. of their

parties above the welfare of the state.

Instead of delegating the prime minister to thank His
Majesty for the letter in which he had expounded the posi-
tion adopted by Arab nationalism vis-a-vis its enemies as
a whole and western imperialism {and criminal@zionism in
particular) the cabinet delegated the pr?me minister to
prg%est the method in which the letter wes dispatched.

The King received the prime minister kindly. He dis-
cussed with the prime minister the lack of hermony, under-
standing and faith among the ministers and made it clear
to the prime minister that the cabinet in its present state
could not carry out its duties. The King then talked about

the state of confusion existing throughout the country end
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ths disregard for human dignity and freedom which had
reached the degree where personal telephone conversations
were tapped and recorded.

al-Nabulsi could not argue with truths which had be-

coms cleer to all. He therefore d1id not answer but left,
promising His Majesty to modify his cabinet immediately
and pointing out to His Msjesty the ministers who were
going to be affected by the modification.

Thet same evening, Habulsi met with the Egyptian
Militery Attache in the Egyptian Embassy in Amman. As it

was his‘habit to discuss with him ell matters of state, he
apoke of the proposed cabinet change. The attache advised
him ageinst it saying that the prime m@gister could avoid
the King for & number of days.

Less than an hour later, the prime minister recelved

a telegram from president Gamal Abdel Nasser asking him to

remain in his position end not to modify his cabinet, S0
there should be no chenge %o replace him.

Ko sooner haed the prime minister met with sme of his
minifters then they decided to asdopt a new means of defiance.
This was the decre; issued by the’ cabinst which gstablished
diplomatic relations with Russia...aﬁd the intention of )

establishing, in the npear future, diplomatic relations with

communist China.

The mogying of the next day, the Middle East News Agency
2 A
in Ammen issued a news dispatch revealing what it called the

gecrets underlying the cabinet crisis between the King and
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his government. This agency attriputed its dubious news

to what it called "a responsible ministerial source" and
urged the prime minister to remain in office and not to - -
modify his cabinet.

The dispatch claimed that the above secrets consisted
of the following three points. The royal letter, the extra-
ordinary session of parliament, and the return of the
Jordanian delegation from Tunis.

f As far as the royal 1etter is concerned, we have mede

it, text available to the reader, together with the replies
of the three heads of state. We have, furthermore, clari-

fied the position adopted by the government.

As far as the extraordinary session of parliament is
concerned, the gist of the matter is that the cabinet had
drawn up thirty draft laws and had convened parliament in
an extreordinary session to discuss and debate them. The
King was then in Cairo with Sulaiman al-Nabulsi. The re-
gency was comprised of Tbrahim Hashem, DT. Husseln TFakhri
al-kaledi and His Emminence Sheikh Nadim al-Mallah. When
the decree convening parliament was referred to the regency
for signature the regency returned it on the basis that @
according to Article 82 of the Constitution an extra-

ordinary session of parliament could be called only to deal

with emergency laws.
The deputy prime minister, Anwar al-Xhatib and Minister
of Tinance Salah Touken tried to convince the regency as to

the necessity for these laws. But the regency convinced them
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and the decree was sent back %o the cabinet.

when His Majesty returned to Ammen the 1list of laws
was Teferred to him and His Majesty chose twelve laws from
among them, including the Budget. The government however
was satisfied with the Budget. The roysl decree was issued
convening parliament, and there it ended.

As far as the Jordanien delegation is concerned, the
matter is pure fabrication and forgery. It would not have
resulted in disagreement had the authorities then displayed

° good will and understanding. "

A delegation, composed of civiliams end millitary men,
hed left for Tunis to participate in the celebrations that
marked the independence of that sister state. on its way
back thedelegation stopped over and remalned in Rome. The
situation on the borders could not ellow military personnel
then, as it usually did, to remain outside the country for
a long time. Therefore, Hussein asked his chancellor to
get in touch with the government and demand that the dele-
gation and especially one of its: members, Ali al-Hayyari,
should return after having completed their mission. The

w:chancellor got in touch with the prime minister and was
informed by the prime minister's secretary, Mohammad Al
Rldda, that Sulaimen al-Nabulsi and Anwar al-Khatib were
absent from the capital since morning.and that they had
left to visit the Aquaba Jaber refugese.camp on the wastern
bank end would not return before the next morning since

they were imvited to dine at the Ambassador hotel in
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Jerusalem. The secretary asked the royal divan to go shead

and wire the delegation to return in the absence of the

prime minister and the ministers.

In compliance, the chencellor sent a telegram to the
jdrdanian embassy in Rome asking the Jordanian minister
sthere to seg% the delegation, and e8pecially General Ali
Hayygfg, back to Jordan.

° Since the telegram vas mentioned as one of the secrets

° ynderlying the crisis between the King end the government
it 1is opporzihe to mention on this occasion the other tele-
gram vhich sulaiman al-Nabulsi received from & businessman

named Nain al-Khala'ji who was in Rome too at that time.

He had asked Nabulsi in the telegram to give a member of

the delegation a week's furlough in order thet he might be
able to see the sights of Rome and Italy.

what kind of logic ig that which allows a common man
to demend that the prime minister grant a furlough (for
another minister) on personal.grounds and does not allow
the chancellor, in the absence of the prime minister and
the cabinet, to reguest through diplomatic channels that
tte yordanian embassy impress the delegation with the
necessity of returning due to tension on the border?

The truth concerning the role played by the ¥iddle
East News Agency became clear and apparent. It was
established to serve first Egyptien and tpsn communist
propagsnda. guffice it to say that the agency had hired
o known communist to manage its %ffairs, in spite of the

o

o}
o
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fact thet it was contrary to the laws and regulations of
the country.

The agency was not above creating and spreading rumors.
But they could not have acted without the tacit consent &nd
agreement of al-Nabulsi's government. Certain ministers
used some of the agency offices as their headquarters and
did provide the agency with meny ministerial deocisions
befors the cabinet could even approve them.

That day, the employees of that agency and the minis-

i

terial aides went around the streets distributing the felse

pamphlets, thus spreading doubt and anxiety.

Tnvisible efforts were meanwhile being made in secrecy
and darkness.—- propelled, supported, exploited and channeled
by international communism.

Events accumulated and succeeded each other at a fast
pace. The atmosphere was filled with anxiety and doubt.
Toyal citizens held their breath awaiting a miracle which
would save the country from danger. All eyes were riveted
on the person of the young King.

Suddenly, the first link in a chain of events which
made up the great conspiracy, made lts appearance.

on the evening of Monday, 8 April 1957, His Majesty
rebturned to the royal diven after having learned thet Amman
had been surrounded and cut off by armored detachments. His
Majesty requested ths presence of the prime minister, the
chief of staff, Ali Abu-Nawar, and the brigade Commander,

Ali al-Hayyari and demanded an explanation.
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Al-Nabulsi answersd that he believed the encirclement
of Amman was tut en attempt to pressure him into resigning.

Abu-Nawar and al-Heyyari answered that the action hed
been intended to take a census of the automobiles entering
and leaving Amman.

Hussein was surprised that a simple census operation
should require an armored brigade and a prearranged plen
drawn up by the general staff. His Majesty, therefore,
requested that they submit a convincing report concerning
the true purpose of the maneuver. Two days passed and Ais
Majesty had yet to receive the report.

His Majesty also ordered his aide-de-camp, Mohamad al-
Matayatah, to write the general staff a letter demanding
that the palace be notified at least & month in advance of
all maneuvers to be undertaken by military units.

On the following day, Tuesday, 9 April 1957, the chief
of "general security" General Bahjat Tabbarah came to see
the chancellor in the latter's home. He said he had been
told by a correspondent of the local newspaper (Palestine)
that transfers had been effected among the high officers
of the general security without his knowledge and that ths
commanier of the Nablus district -- a man of questionable
loyalty -- hed been transferred to head the police depart-
ment in Ammen, and that he had already assumed his duties.
The chancellor asked the chief of general security to discuss
the matter with the minister of the interior. General Tabbarah
met with the said minister who would have been responsible

for the change but stated that he had no knowledge that such
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transfers had been effected. The chief of general gecurity
returned to see the chancellor and demsnded an audience with
the King. The request was granted. During the audience
the chief of the security explained the gsituation to His

Majesty and begged His Majesty to relieve him of his duties.
due to the impossible state of affairs.

The morning of wednesday, 10 April 1957, saw the
ministerial decrees published, announcing the retirement
of a number of important officials including the chief of
general security, General Tabbarah.

His Majesty noticed that the decrees of Nabulsi and
his ministers were drawn up on a party-discrimination basls
in spite of the fact that His Majesty had spoken to the prime
minister in the presence of two ministers, Abdel Halim Nimr
and Salah Toukan, ministers of interior and finance re-
gpectively, about this subject. His Majesty had asked them

not to be hasty in dismissing any employee unless necessity

so required and only if he could be replaced by one better

qualified.

His wajesty noticed that his -desire to modify the
cabinet had not been carried out by the prime minister in
spite of the latter's promise to d&o so.

The King also considered that al-Nabulsits stand was
jnfluenced from without. Here we remind the reader of the

advice, mentioned previously, given by the Egyptian military

attache, and the telegram from President Gamal Abdel Nasser

himself.

L
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He considered too the incident in which Amman hed been
encircled by armored detachments while the responsible
suthorities had not carried out the investigation he had
demanded in order to determine the purpose of such an
action.

His xajesty Hussein reviewed the record of the Nabulsi
government during the five months it had been in pover.
1t represented a serles of of fenses committed by responsible
authorities with obstinate pe£sistency. A period when
:responsible authorities sought to defy the law and encroach
upon the public interest in ordsr to serve their personal
interests and parties. This created in the country an
_atmosphere of confusion and persecution. The economy of
the country crumbled snd the government and cabinet became
jnfested with subversive elements.

The general complaint voiced by all classes of people
over the party-consclous behavior of the cablnet was
remembered too by Hussein. ,

¥is Kajesty decided that to allow the ﬁébulsi govern-~
ment to remein in power would only mean a continuance snd
increase of these criminal offenses. Further, it would
allow the government to continue to spread enxiety, con-
fusion and unrest among the citizens. This fact would,
in the end, place the country's security, peace, and
sovereignty in jeopardy.

Hussein wes aware as well of the dissension which had

broken out in the ranks of the army and which forstold of
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catastrophic consequences. He was further aware that some
officers had, effectively and directly, held political

meetings end had delivered political speeches, leaving

their positions on the border to participate in political
acts and party activities.

- He sent his chengellor, Behjat al-Talhouni, o the
prime minister, asking the latter to submit his immediafe
resignation.

The chancellor 1eft the royel divan for the cabinet

where he relayed to al-Habulsi the King's order. The prime

minister tried to defer end delay, saying that he would refer
the matter to the cabinet but the chancellor was aware that
the~%§binet was, at that very moment , holding a meetingaég
the parlour of the building and answered him that he could
refer the subjectto the cabinet at onces, saying he would
remain in the prime ministerts office awaiting a final
degision on ths matier.
The prime minister entered the cabinet meeting room.

. The chancellor remained there until the prime minister re-

turned and informed him that he would submit his resignation

to the King within the half-hour. The chancellor inquired

as to the text of the resignation and the prime minister

answered thet 1% would be according to the Toyal desire.

The chancellor left the prime ministry for the royal
diven where he informed His Majesty of the decision. Half
an hour later al-Nabulsi came to the royal Jordanian diven

where he submitted his resignation. Later the chancellor
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went to the prime minister's house where he handed the prime
minister the letter from the King accepting his resignation.

His Majesty the Xing then sent for Dr. Husseln Fakhri
al-Khalidi and asked him to form the new government. DT.
Khalidi gratefully accepted the summons and asked for a
period of 48 hours in order to conduct consultations and
commynications.

EAS soon a8 Dr. Khelidl had begun his comsultations it

became apparent to him thet the road was £111led with obstacles

and difficulties. Among these was the hurried decision
adopted by the o@x-prime minister's party, the National
socialist party, not to cooperate with Dr. Khalidi. This
party had adopted the above decision just after DI. Khalidi
had been summoned to form the new cabinet. Dr. Xhalidl
returned and asked to be excused.

His Majesty the King received Abdel Halim al Nimrté
message offering to constitute the cabinet if summoned and
leaving the choice of ministers to His Ma jesty. Thereupon
the King designated him to constitute the new cebinet. Nimr i

began, in tura, his consultations but had to be excused at

his own request 8fter his own party set forth conditioné for
support. These demanded that he include in his cabinet lesser
party members such as Said al-Tzzaeh, Najib Mustapha al-phmed,
Mahmoud al-Rashad al-Khiza'i, and others. Nimr added that

he did not look upon these conditions as reassuring or
appreciative, but rather as a blow aimed at him in his
delicate mission.

11 indications pointed %o the fact that Said al-Mufti
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would be designated to form the cabinet. A few minutes be-
fore Al-Mufti could be summoned he received a telephone
call from All Abu Nawar asking him to go to the al-Abidll
barracks for importaqt reasons. He was welcomed on his
arrival and ushered into a room reserved for the three
generals, by Abu Nawar, al-Hayyari, and Matayatah.

Ali Abu Nawar spoke for those present. He asked ael-
Mufti to inform the King that the situation in the armyO
was very dangerous and that a cabinet, headed by Abdel Halim
Nimr, had to be formed. He further stated that the news
of the cabinet constitution had to be broadcast at nine p.m.
that evening or else he and his colleagues would not be
responsible for the results.

It was learned later that a meeting between Abu Nawar
and the Eeyptian military attache, Fuad Hillal, as well as
a meeting between Abu Newar and the leaders of the dissolved
.parti;s, had preceded. the above meeting. Abu Nawar ha& to
get his backing from here and there.

On that seme day, Abdel Halim Nimr, Hikmat al Masri,
and Anwar al-Khatib -- all members of the National Socialist
party ~- presented themselves at the royal palace %pere
they had an audience with the King. They indicated to His
Majesty their willingness to form a new cabinet, headed by
Nimr, which would include moderate members of all parties
and a number of independents. His Majesty agreed. It was
agreed that Nimr would form the government which would
include Masri, Khatib, Dawud, al-Razzaz, and Abdel Qadder
al-golh., The rest would be recruited from among the
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independents. .

After Nimr, Masri, and Khatib had left, All Abu Nawar
preséhted himself at the office of the chancellor, foll;ﬁed
& moment later by al-Mufti. All Abu Nawar repeated what he
had said a while ago: "If the army does not, by nine p.m.,
hear that Nimr was summoned to constitute the cabinet the
country will be in danger. Consider this as a last warning."
General Abu Nawar had uttered the word "warning” in the
English language. He had said "ultimatum®.

In the évening, His Majesty received a letter dated
13 April 1957 signed by a number of officers of the Arab
Jordanian army informing him about the dsngerous movement
in the ranks of the Army. His Mejesty summoned the chief-
of-staf? immediately end Tead him the letter. In the
presence of General Abu Newar in the royal divem, he Te-
ceived a telephone call from the commender of the al-Amria
Aliya brigade, ¥atan Abu Nawar. The chief-of-staff was
heerd saying "prevent them, prevent them at all costs.™.
The King left his office saying: "Get me any automobile
immadiately."”

He entered Bassman palace which adjoined the royai
divan and ceme out a few minutes later in his military
uniform proceeding to the special Chevrolet which had been
readied meanwhile and accompanied by General Abu Nawar he
headed for al-Zarka.

The automobile went full speed toward the barracks of

the Arab army where, for the first time, the fires of evil
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and-.conspiracy were burning. At the bridge known as the-
al-Rassifa Bridge the royal automoblle came to a stop when
it encountered a military lorry bearing the insignia of the
third detachment and cerrying a number of armed officers and
soldiers. The soldiers in the lorry were hailing Hussein
with an apperant enthusiasm. The King alighted from the
right side of the car and General Abu Nawar snesked out of
the other side heading for a far and dark pateh of land.
The -soldiers hurried to the King kissing his hands end
hardly believing thelr eyes. They began to acclaim the
King and jeer Abu Newar. They told His Majesty, in these
very words, "We were on our way to Amman to succour and
protect the palace, aftér we had learned of the consplracy
aimed at your majesty." They then Informed His pmMajesty of
the raging encounters between the different units of the
Army.

The King hurried back to his automobile after having
thenked the soldiers and after asking them to returm to
their: barracks. Iie then headed for al-Zarka still accompa-
nied by General Abu Nawar.

As soon as he seated himself Abl Nawar began to tremble
and sbeak excitedly. He then begged and implored His "

Majestﬁgs permission to return to Amman immediately.

Hussein tried in vain te keep him. When the EKing noticéd

Abu Nawar's anxiety and fear, he ordered the automobile
to stop on the road which led to the officer's candidate
school where it orossed the main highwey. Abu Nawar alighted
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and entered his owmn automobile which had been following the

14

royal automobile from the royal palace in Ammen.

el

E The soldiers in the military lorry who head encountered

the royal automobile at the al-Rassifa Bridge saw the chief- ;

of-staff's departure. They then saw him try to reach the

L e
pbarracks through the road that led 4o the officerr's candldate
school only to turn back towards Ammen and the royal palace.

wWhen asked by the chencellor why he had returned, Abu

Nawar enswered: "I returned by order of His uajesty to re-
assure you about the situation.”
The King was becoming more and more puzzled as he

listened to what had taken place. He refused to belleve the

picture that was forming in his mind until he reached the
scene of events end inquired into the matter himself.

In front of the officerts club in al-zarks the royal
automobile encountered another military automobile axnd a
crowd of civilians. Hussein stopped the car and spoke %o
them asking them to return to their barracks. He then
resumed his journey only to £ind the soldiers at the en-
trance of al-zarka wearing their helmets, carrying their
rifles, mechine®guns end pistols, deployed, and aiming their
arms at the royal automobile all unaware of its identity.
fhékéatomobile stopped end Hussein alighted. After in-fw‘
quiries, Hussein leained that the biigade commender, All
al-Hayyari, had sent them by groups to stop the third snd
£ifth detachment of the al-pliya brigade, after the fifth
detachment, sent to stop the third detachment, had instead . é
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gone over and joined the third.

The King proceeded, stopping every other minute, wkile
bullets struck everywhere. Soldiers and officers stoppgd
‘the:;byal automobile at every turn of the road, until 1£Q,
had passed the crossroad that led to the artillery units
and the military mechanics school, where he encountered a
large group of officers and soldiers. Before he could talk
t0 them they lifted him on their shoulders acclaiming him
and shoutiné death to the "traitors and intriguers.v

Hussein saw the road shead littered with damaged
armored cars and lorries. He learned that they had been
shelled by the artillery'after they had recelved orders
to carry out the damage on the pretext that the infantry
and other units of the army had moved on Amman to assault
the palace and kill the King.

In the midst of the crowd, Hussein's pistol fell at -
the crossing of the railroad end main highway. He retrieved
it with difficulty and resumed his course while bullets
buzzed around and near him. He continued still to ask all
who would listen to return to their barracks. When he
reached the brigade headquerters after great difficulty
and trouble he found confusion and panic, rebellion and
revolt. The soldiers had assaulted the officer's club
at the entrance of the barracks and had destroyed every-
thing in it. Hussein came across Major Ahmad Zatarour
and asked him to assemble his men quickly. Hussein spoke .

to them from the window of the club and asked them to re-
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(e}
turn to their barracks and keep quiet while he investigated
o

the matter and substantiated his fearsé The soldiers inter-

o
rupted and acclaimed him, shoutin%d*'Dgath to the traltorsi |
o

Death to the traltors" "o o o °

°While in the barrack§ the King receiyed @ telephone call
from Ma'anoAbu Nav:ar, commander of the al—Aliyah brigade,
1nforming hfm that%’che ns,pldier% hed 1nvaded his headquarters

and chad smashed eﬁerythiﬁg 1n the bargacks nearly killlng
[¢]

°him. The King accompanc}ed b% %Ahmad, z%'grour,

o

then0 headed

£Sr the brigade's@eadcm&ters, dmnle driv:.ng, the lights

of the royal autonfbbgle ena‘oled Hussein %0 sep Matan Abu N
Nawar wa__ki‘hg along: th60§1251‘ee%30 He picked him up and enteréh !
Qe

OO

the brigad8 barracks %o°ﬁcyd eveltythlng smashed and the ©

soldiers in a wild stafe of c?mfusion and excitement -2 S0, .
much so, that one soldier was running around with sha‘@in@ © Q> 9

lather still on his face. gverything in the brigade cheag-

quarters had been smashed with the exception of one thi%g -—

a picture of Princess Aliya still hanging safely in its °

o
place. S o B
Hussein spoke to the soldiers asking them more tﬁ’an

once to return to their harraoks, but his voice falledoto

carry over the acclamations angd, tﬁe oshouts of "down with ©

V) oO ©

ooo
0 % o o o o

Among the things °which tﬁe csoldmrsx told His d\jajesty, o

the traltor and traitor 91 Oo o

was that they had begn ofderegl ’Go amdegp“take maneuveors in

the al-Azrak secfbo‘i' witﬁout t«hel:% arms. when the Occmm:mni

(s3] 000

not iced that the soldiser§ were

[0}

2 Obeglnning to question the

motives of thdis mane)&ver vghigh fBr ofhe first time in fhe
oo
c;o ° ° 0 e o o ° o
© o
o °©  © _jgo-
© o coo ° °
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history of the ermy was to teke place without arms, it
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tried to induce them by all means availesble, and then
tried to implement the order by severity and force.

The Xing listened %o this story end more foT aboutb
an hour. ihen he prepared to leave the barracks, & soldier
stood up and spoke tO His yajesty the King saying that he
had one request to make; would His Majesty grant it? When

Hussein promised he would, the soldier seid: "I pray my

lord to swear to it by Ggod almighty." The King swore.
The soldier repeated the oath a second and third time while

Hussein repeated it after him. Then the goldier sald:
wthat you eliminate traitors such as Ma'an Abu Nawar and
tbhe likes of him." The King looked at Ma'an who was
stending at his side apnd found that he had bowed his head
in fear and anxiety.

The soldiers insisted that His Ma jesty remain among
them for fear that his life be in danger while returning.
But Hussein entered his automobile and left the camp tO
the sounds of explosions and firing. At the railroad =
trecks, in front of the school of mechanics, a new en-
counter had broken oub. The artillery began shelling the
infentry end armored positions. mussein entered the
artillery barracks between both sides. It was only later
thet he learned that he had crossed a bridge which had been &
mined to blow up the royal automobile as it crossed over. ';

He found a number of officers in the barracks. Among them o

were al-Hayyari, lonzer and Inab whom he asked to calm the ;

soldiers by any meaus possible. He then came aoross the
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two officers, Nayef al Haddid and Abdalleh Khated, who had
fled the al-pliyah camp on foot after having been fired

F upon. He also found Captain Nazir Ahmad Rashid, the com~
mander of an armored detachment. Hussein entered the
barracks of the third armored company and found the soldiers
deployed in a defensive formetion. He spoke to them and
called upon them to quiet down. He then. headed for the
officer's candidate school where he asked all those present
to return to their barracks and positions.

The automobile then turned around end headed for Amman
with Hussein dazed by what he had heard and saddened by what
he hed seen. When he reached the vicinity of the palace,
he saw the armored detachment deplo&ed in defensive positions
and from every position shouts could be heard demanding
death for the insolent traitors, the party politiciens and
all their cohorts.

Upon entering the royal divan after his courageous act
His Majesty found Abdel Halim Nimr, Hikmat el-lasri, end
Anwar al-Khatib awaiting him. He received them immediately,
despite the tiresome day that he had had. when His mMajesty
inquired about the formation of the cabinet Wimr answered
that this cabinet comprised all those who had participated
in the ocabinet of al-Nabulsi except for.Abdellah al-Rimawl
who had been replaced by Dr. ¥ounif al-Razzeaz, representing
the sl-Ba'th party.

Hussein was surprised by this change of attitude after

it had already been agreed that the new cabinet would in-
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| clude only four members of the National Socialist party:
Nimr, mMasri, Khatib, and Dawud. His Majesty informed

i

! Nimr that he dié not agree to the formation of the cabinet

as it was now presented.

Thereupon Nimr end his compenions left the palace.
o

‘yis Majesty entered the chancellor's office where he found

General Ali Abu Nawar. His ¥ajesty then summoned sn officer

nemed Hallil Salameh and, in the presence of Abu Nawar, asked
him to reveal the information he had. He thereupon sald:

vy few days ago, I was summoned by the assistant company
commander...and he asked me whether I was ready to car£§

out & military mission %o which I replied, 'yes.® He then

said, 'If the mission consisted of surrounding the royal
palace, would you carry it out?' I replied, 'I am a soldier
and T carry out the orders issued to me.'"

The officer then turned and faced ceneral Abu Nawar

and said in a loud voice:
wyou are & traltor. You used to meet with theofficers
to draw up the secret decision; you were the one who wes
charged by the officers to ask His wajesty the King to ab-
dicate the throne."
general Abu Nawar fell silent, his eyes downcast with
fear and anxiety. Before he could budge from his seat,
Eussein summoned another officer named Salama Muhawesh.
When asked for his information he repeated what his colleague

hed just seid. general Abu Nawer: was silent once more.

just before midnight galab Toukan presented himself at
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the royal divan and informed the chancellor that the party
representatives had met at his house and had at the end
decided to support any independent designated to form the
cebinet. When the chancellor inquired who they had in mind,
he replied: v"Dr. rkhalidi or said al-pufti.n

The chencellor proceeded to inform His Majesty im-
medistely and His Majesty asked him to get in touch with
Dr. Xhalidi. The chencellor got in touch with Dr. Khalidi
around midnight and relayed to him the decision of the
dissolved parties. Dr. Knalidi, however, asked to be
excused.

Said al-Nufti was summoned just before dawn. He
listened in person to Salah Toukan repeating the agreement
reached by the dissolved parties -- to support him, should
he be designated.

Al Mufti begen by summoning those he had decided to
include in his cabinet. Among them were Said Alla-al-din,
Ali al-Hindawi, Mohammad Ali al-pjluni, Anastas Hananisa,

Ali Hassana, Yaqub Ma'mer, and Salah Toukan.

After al-Mufti had concluded his consultations witﬁ
the above gentlemen, the dissolved parties withdrew their
offer, broke their promise, and began t0 oppose any cabinet
headed by al-Mufti. But al-Kufti, continued his efforts
and everyons expected him to form his cabinet shortly there-
after. :

The Chencellor went to see Said al-Mufti, while at the
house of his brother and found that he had just about

finished forming his cabinet. He was now awaiting the
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arrival of Faik al Antabawi, and Dawud al-Husayni. Muftli
promised to present himself at the divan at 8:30 p.m.

At the time set, al-Mufti presented himselfl at the
diven, accompanied by Dr. ¥ustafe Khalifa, Ahmed Tarawna,
Muhammad Ali al-pjluni, 5nastas Henania, Aqef al-Faez,
and Yaqub Matmar. A short while later they were f ollowed
by Daoud al-Husayni end Faek al-Antabawl when they all
mot with His Majesty the King. Al-Hussaynl and al-
Antabawi requested a short period of deley, which His
Majesty granted.

On that very same day, General Ali Abu Nawar left
the country. It was sald that he had crossed the Syrisn-
Jordenian border end had gome to Damascus. AS & result, '5
cenerals Ali al-Hayyari and al-Ma'ayatah submitted thelr :
resignations to His majesty the King so as to allow him ‘ﬁ
frecdom of action but His pajesty refused to accept thgﬁ.
¢on the following day General Ali al-Hayyari was appointed
chief-of-staff ad interim.

A few days later Ggeneral al-Hayyari returned to inform
His Majesty the King that & wave of confusion had spreead
in the King Hussein brigade of the Jordenian Arab aTrmy.

His Majesty did not tarry but prepared to lea%e-for the
barracks at 10 p.m.

Before entering the royal automobile General al-Hayyari
gave His Majesty a telegram which stated that the Syrian
forces stationed around Irbid had surrounded the barracks
of the national guard near the city and were on their way

to occupy Irbid. The Syrien forces werse composed of
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elements of the nineteenth corps. His Majesty asked the
chancellor to get in touch immediately with the Syrian
authorities and clarify the contents of the telegram.

The chancellor first asked the mayor of Irbid about
the matter. The mayor told him that he had been informed
the Syrian forces were ordered to deploy because the Syrian
authorities had received information which indicated that
atpergraeli air force planned to bomb the Syrian forces?f”
that night.

Measnwhile, Ahmad Fuad al-Kadameni, the Syrian am-
bassedor in Amman, had gotten in touch by telephone from
the Syrien presidential palace with the chancellor. The
chancellor relayed to him the contents of the telegram.
Kadamani replied that he had absolutely no knowledge of
what had taken place. His Excellency Shukri al-EKuwatli,
the Syrian president, then spoke to the chencellor end in-
quired into the matter. The chancellor releyed to His
Excellency the text of the telegram whereupon His-Excellency
theﬂgérian president asked that Hussein be informed thagAﬁhe
Syrien army was under his orders. The chancellor then spoke
to General Towfiq Nizzamuddin, the Syrien chief-of-staff,
and his snswer was the same as the others. Tater it was
learned that the Syrian forces had moved on the orders of
the Syrian second bureau and in agreement with the
Egyptian militery attaches and thelr agents who were
recruited from memhers of the dissolved.Jordanian parties
in.order to ereate more confusion. This move had taken

place without the kmowledge of the Syrien president or

-186-

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001900220012-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001900220012-0

chief-of-staff.

The King returned to the royal divan at 4 a.m. from
his visit to the King Hussein brigade. He then asked the
chancellor to summon the ex~-prime ministers and a number
of other notables, not to exceed thirty in number, to mest
with him.

Those present at the palace were surprised at the hour
set for the conference by the crowds converging on the
royal diven, including members of the national education
committee and party members including communists, Batathists,
and others. When asked who had invited them to be present,
they stated that it was the national security which had
ordered them to present themselves.

Meanwhile, Faik al-Antabawi and Dawud al-Husayni had
arrived at the diven and had asked the cheancellor for an
emergency audience with the King. During the audience they
informed Eis pajesty that all the political parties would
support a special 1ist of ministers headed by Dr. Khalidi.
They then presented to His ¥ejesty the list of ministers.

He told them that Said al-Mufti's appointment had not been

withdrewn and that he would first consult with al-Mufti.

His Majesty ordered that al-Mufti be summoned as soon
as sl-Antebawi end al-Husayni left. After discussing the
matter with el-Mufti, His Majesty returned to his office
end summoned the chancellor. He asked him to send Dr. al-
Khalidi a letter of designation. This followed His Majesty's
acceptance of the offer relayed by al-Antebawi and al-Fusayni
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and g%ter the matter had been straightened with Said al;.
Mufti.

Around 8 p.m. Dr. Khalidi and his ministers presented
themselves at the royal diven where the constitutional oath
was administered to them in the presence of His Majesty.
Sulaimsn al-Nabulsl was among those present and he was
awarééd the Toreign Affairs portfolio. The cabine?b wasw
formed of independents with tle exception of al-Nabulsi.

The different portfolios were awarded as follows:

(1) Dr. Hussein Fakhri al-Khalidi: Prime Minister, end
Minister of Defense;

(2) B3aid al-Mufti: Deputy Prime Minister,.and Minister
for Internal Affairs end Agriculture;

(3) Fewzi al-Mulki: Minister of Education and Public
Works;

(4) sSulaiman al-Nebulsi: MNMinister of Foreign Affairs
and Commumications;

(5) Sulayman Sukkar: Minister of Finance and National
Economy;

(6) Majjed Abdel Heddi: Minister of Justice;

(7) Dr. Amin Majaji Minister of Health, Social Affairs,
and Development and Reconstruction.

The termination of the c§£inet crisis relieved every-
body. The people this time expected the government services

o0 resume their work with precision and regularity. But

events alas did not fulfill their happy expectations and

hopes.

Two days after the cabinet was formed, Dr. al-Khalidl
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came to the royal diven accompenied by General All al-
Hayyarl, chief-of-staff ad interim, General Mohammed al
Ma'ayateh, and Colonels Habess al Majjali, sadek al Sharar,
Radl al-Hindawi, Tzzat Hassan, and Fawaz Maher. In his
capaclity as minister of defense, Dr. Khalidi asked His
Majesty to name General Ali al-Hayyari as chief-of-staff;
This decision had been based on the agreement of the
officers present. His Majesty granted this request and
summoned the officers to his presence, informed them of
his decision, and congratulated General Ali al-Hayyari on
his new appointment. Thereupon, General al-Hayyari pulled

from his pocket the noble Koran and swors alleglance,

loyalty and faithfulness to His Majesty and was Tollowed
by the rest of the officers.

Less than 48 hours later it was announced that General
al-Hayyari had fled to Damascus and had joined General Ali
Abu Nawar there.

On the next dey after his arrival General al-Hayyari
made a statement in a press conference full of lies and
vilifications. T+t was an attempt to cover the story of
his flight and an effort to find a job with those Who had
succoured and sheltered him.

It was later known that the preliminary investigations

had revealed that General al-Hayyari was cormected to the

conspirators end that the chairman of the investigation
committee, Colonel Izzat Hassan, had asked him to present

himself in front of the cammittee the morning of the next

T
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day for questioning so that his statement could be taken
down. Gensral sl-Heyyari feeling the noose tighten around
bhis neck had decided to flee.

As far as general al-Hayyari's lies werse concerned,
the governmnt of Dr. Khelidi hed no other slternative
but tb issue a proclemetion in which it rejected and
refuted the general's oclaims and allegations. The text
of that proclamation follows:

npg a result of the ministerial crisis which took
place last week, and which ended in the formation of a
new government, a.number of regretful incidents took place
among some of the unlts of the army which led the chief-
of-staff, Major Gemeral All Abu Nawer, to resign. Corps
commender, Mejor General Ali al-Hayyari wes appointed
chief-of-staff with the consent of His vajesty the King,
the prime minister end the minister of defense and with
the expressed approval and agreement of the colonels of
the army -- arrived &t in a meeting held in the royal
palace where they all swore allegiance and obedience to
the King.

nThe new chief-of-staff in accordance with his conéti-
tutional rights signed a decree which proposei establishing
a military committee to investigate the above-mentioned
incidents and did, in effect, order last Fridey afternoon,
the execution of its preliminary recommendations. ®

wIn the early hours of Saturday morning, General al-

Hayyari got in touch with the prime minister from Damascus,
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where he had arrived on an official mission, and informed
him that he had submitted his resignation in writing.

nTt is regretful that, with the situation as it is,
there is a treacherous and vile enemy watching us which
seizes every opportunity created by the confusion,
perplexity, dissensions and division in the ranks to
launch snother criminal aggression. I say also it is
regretful that a number of persons, who until lately were
responsible for the protection of the country, should
have issued proclamations @nd held press conferences which
created confusion, exploited the situation in a manner un-
suitable to the country's interest, welfare, and security.

nT have elready mentioned, in & clear survey, the
measures recommended by the investigating committee. I
wish on this occasion to declare that the statements made
in such declarations, press conferences, and in news
commentaries broasdcast by some of the stations in the
Arab sister-states concerning the arrest of dozens of
officers, and mysterious trensfers .are unfounded."

people were surprised again by new events in the series

of links that formed the chain of conspiracy after they had
thought that the affair was ended. A convention, known as
the "Nablus convention' was held in Nablus. The convention
revealed the lamentable bargaining of the members of the
dissolved parties who had once promised Dr. Khalidi their
vote of confidence and who had now decided to withdraw it.
The convention adopted a number of strange decisions

void of logic and principlest Decisions in which they neither
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fis Majesty then asked the prime minister to meet with
nim at 8 Pl that evening.

His Majesty further asked the chancellor to summon
Tbrahim Eashem, Samir al-Rifal, Anhmed gl-Tarawneh, pustaphe
Khalifa, Omar Mattae, Fallah 8l Madadhe, end others. )

At 8 p.m. Khalifa, Kufti, end pulkl presented them;
gelves and stated thab the perties had reversed their
decision and ned decided to cooperate with the government.

ufs pwajesty geid that was good and wished them success
in their endeavour ©O serve the country. 1t appeared to
the others thabt ghe crisis had ended end they all retired.

But on the following dey Dr. Khalidl presented him-
?gelfménd gaid that the aissolved parties hed, once more,”
reversed thelr decision and be, therefore, had to resign.

" phe text of DT-. Khalidi's resignation follows.
gis majesty, BV 1ord the ¥ing:

your yajesty jnvested me end my colleagues with your
confidence when you summoned me in your letter dated 15
April 1957. proud of this confidence, ny colleagues and
I aocgpted the responsibility of govefnment in these
sensitive times in the history of this patient and
struggling country with the knowledge that most of the
parties, organizations, and responsible leaders supported
us within and outside of parliament. Tt became apparent
to me end to mMY¥ colleaguea,today that all these parties
and orgenizations nad withdrawn their support. Therefore,
1 can bub submit oy resignation to your royal vajesty,

thenking you on pehalf of ¥ colleagues and myself, &
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second time, for this confidence, beseeching the Almighty

to spare this country all difficulties and troubles and
to keep it under the care and the guidance of your Majesty.

2L, april 1957 Your faithful servant,

Dr. Hussein Fakhri al-
Khalidi

Bussein had no other alternative but to accept this
resignation and that of the cabinet which, it could be
said, was formed by the parties themselves since the list
was presented to His wajesty by Taik al-Antabawi and Daoud
al Husayni. His Majesty's letter, accepting Dr. Khalidirs
resignation follows.
nour dear Dr. Hussein Fakhrl al-Khalidi,

wyWe send you our greetings and apprecliation. We
received your letter dated éh April 1957 in which you sub~
mit your ;esignation as prime minister, as a result of the
declaration made by the parties to withdraw their support
from your cabinet, contrary to the promise they had given
vou at the beginning of your consultations. =

npg we salute the decision which prompted you to
accept the responsibllity in the delicate moment which
our country is passing through, we cannot but remember
with gratitude and praise the efforts you made during the

few days in which you assumed the burden of your responsi-

bilities, cognizant of the difficulties and obstacles

placed in your path, and which prevented you from continuing

to assume the burdens of government. In accepting your

resignation, we send you and your colleagues our best
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: greetings and wishes.
b 25 Rameden 1376 H; 25 April 1957.
2 : al-Hussein

Eis Majesty then immediately summoned Ibrahim
Hashem &and designated him %o form a new cabinet which
; would save the country from the confusion into which 1t
% was being forced by the members of the dissolved parties,
3 their agents and the evil-doers who came %O Jordan from
sister-states. He desired a cabinet which would save the
people from destruction end devastation and one which
would restore law and order to the country.

The formation of the cabinet was completed that very
night eslong these lines:

(1) Tbrahim Hashem: Prime minister, and MinlsteT
of Justice;

(2) Samir al-pifei: Deputy Prime Minister, and
Minister of Foreign Affairs;

(3) Falleh al Madadah: Minister of the Interior,
and Public Works;

(4) Suleiman Touken: Minister of Defense, Health,
and Social Affalrs;

(5) Khouloussy al-Kheiri: Minister of National
gconomy end Education;

(6) Anastas Hanania: Minister of Finence; 3

(7) Akef al Faez: uinister of Agriculture, and §
¥inister of pevelopment end Reconstruction.

ypon assuming pOWeT, the new cabinet declared martial

law throughout the country and issued a pumber of importent
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emergency decrees which dissolved all parties and were aimed
at restoring law amd order to the country.

At 2 a.m. on Thursday morning, 25 April 1957 the
Jordanien people listened, longingly and yearningly, to a
compassionate snd sympathetic voice full of strength and
resolution -- the voice of the master, defender, and savior
of their country. I% conveyed to their throbbing hearts
a sense of security, trenquility, and hope.
nuy beloved people:

1T eall upon you today, mede stronger than ever by;
your loyalty and bravery, while you have shown ever-increasing
nobility in défending your lend, its unity, end securlty.
You have rewarded my confidence in you, for you are of those
who led the first Ared conquest to the Yarmuk, to Hattéen,
o the stronghold of the great Arab revolt, to the day when
you have hugged to your bosom your brethren and relatives
from the martyred country and stood by them. You have
defended the boundaries of the country and are now watching
for the second round when your victorious flags will fly
over every inch of your land -- the country of your fathers
and forefathers.

nT have worried about you in my youth emd I WOrTy about
you now. My pride, therefore, is derived from yours and
my glory from your glory. Abide by your covenant. It is
your obligation.

nT call upon you today in an hour when your interests

and your future are being wasted by a group which fears

neither God nor conscience, and pas sold itself short to
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others by pushing the country towards a devastating danger
which could overcome it internally or lead %o seizure

from without. It is really saddening that this group,

which pretended to represent the nation, has nothing in
common with our people at all. They consist of & small
group in relation to the people, and those who control
the basic interest in the country. This small group of
people which gets its guidance and theories from abroad,
will lose its national, creative and practical values if
subjected to the test of truth.
mywhere 1s the struggle which it nas carried on during

these long years? Where are the feats and victories which
it has achieved? Was it there when 1t was prescribed that
T alone should assume the responsibility of achieving
your sovereignty and strengthening your 1ndependence° - o

) nor was it there on the day in which I dismissed the
foreign commend from your courageous army snd made it
into an Arab army faithful to you end to the Arabs; s
defending your borders and lifting up your banners,
vigilant that you may sleep, working that you may rest, ‘ﬁ
and shedding its blood as +the price for your securlity, :
dignity, and grendeur?

myhere was this aggregation of parties when Areb

Assistence became a reglity end was attacked by them for
deceitful and fictitious reasons? pid it not draw back
when I asked it to step forward? And did it not cower
when I decided to enter the battle on the day the
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treacherous joint Anglo—France-Israeli aggression was
committed against our sister-state Egypt?

#T invested it with power, gave it my confidence
and allowed it a free hand in government, only to have
it become vain, excessive, vile, and a bad influence
upon nationalism. 1+ was unconcerned about the evil the
enemy and the imperialists had planned to overrun the
remaining part of the captive country thereby scattering
the hundred of thousands of its remaining inhabitants.

nT found it best, in attempting to avoid the
dangers, to dismiss this cabinet from responsibility.
ypon dismissing the cabinet I began to summon the poli-
ticiens, the experts, ard the leaders of the country in

order to consult with them about the formation of a

ca??net which would cooperate with me end the Arab paEEy
oéhﬁhe road to glory and grandeur.

nphis group of people(howaver began to ~obstruct the
fofﬁation of any cabinet which might be formed. It tﬁ;h
accepted general opinions and a cabinst was formed, the
members of which weTe characterized by their honesty,
nationaelism and desire to serve. But a few days later
this cabinet began to encounter all sorts of diffi-
culties end obstacles placed in its way by these groups
which called themselves partieg. The distribution of
pamphlets, the organizing of demonstrations, the calling

of strikes and other such means were used to induce

disturbances and revolt,
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X weve of confusion, anxiety, and disturbances swept
the country as a result of the disregard displeyed by
these parties through means which scoffed at public

safety and responsibllity and scorned all mutual national

duties.

wpherefore, my beloved people, it has become my duty
to elucidate the facts and clerify the vagueness which
has enveloped matters. It is very hard for me to do so,
but to eliminate the elements of evil and in order to

safeguard your interests end remain faithful to the

covenant, I have to make a distinction for you between
the lean and the fat, the substantive end the worthless,
for I am responsible for you before god and history.
uMy beloved people:

nYou know that the meeting held between the kings
and presidents of the Arabs in ceiro resulted in a unity
of action as far as the important matters facing the Arab
world were concerned. The liberated Arab states adopted
a resolution which would hendle these matters. Jordan
was among the first to call for unity. GCod bes blessed
us particulerly for our struggle snd patience by ful-
£illing our national aspirationms, freeing us from the
yoke of imperialism, termineting the Anglo-Jordanian
treaty and concluding the Mutual Areb Assistance Pact.

wT am duty bound here to point out thet the Nabulsi

cabinet cannot boast of having fulfilled these aspirations,

for the situation was ripe for eny government, regard-

less of color or constitution, to fulfill them. Everybody
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was aware, evter the tripartite aggression against Egypt,

thet the treaty had become purposeless and the other
party to the treaty had recognized and accepted this

reality.

wpor & time, I heave made it a point mnot %o notice

the successive shortcomings committed by the cabinet of

Nabplsi, in spite of the repeated complaints I have

received from oppressed citizens, a number of ministers,

administrative officers, and other high officials.

nThe dismissal of the ex-cabinet was & constitutional

step made necessary in view of the pe&ace and security of

the country especially after it had allowed, in the short

timwe which it governed, much neglect which could not be

disregarded. They panished the loyal and capable employees,

_ hired members of their own parties, end filled the important

posts in government with their own followers. The com-

munists took advantage of the situstion and begen to

gpread their subversive principles in the schools and

centers of education. You all know that the communist

party in Jorden is an illegal party, prosecuted by the

law, not only because international communism ig contrary

to our beliefs and the values of ouf national existence

put also, because the communists in Jordsn were, and still

ares, the brothers and helpers of the Jewish communists in

Israel, recelving their instructions from this basic

center which is the main center for communism in the

yiddle East.
! wrhus we have heard the communists, here and there,

1
e}
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calling for peace with Israel because their principles are

based on this disregerd and because they have become sples

for the enemy in the Arab countries and listening ears for

Tsrael. They are trusted only by the traitor to his nation,

de and every ome who endangers the interests and

nation by scoffing at its dignity

t+he renega
potentialities of that

and honor.

\ npdd to this the real danger that threatens Jordan

fending not only itself, but

which faces Israel, in de

nationalism wherever it may be. Our enemy has made

especially as concerns the

Aradb
no secret of his intentions,
tern bank of the jorden. It

at dear country from which a movement %o liberate

\ pveloved section on the wes
being th

11 rise, God willing.
not content with all that,

the seized section wi

wphe Nabulsi government was
but resolved to infiltrate the ranks of the army, our érma—

ment, implement, and glory, where partisanship nearly dis-

tracted the attention of our heroes away from the exhalted

duty of defending whatever we hold sacred. The army has

been, snd still is, the shield of the country. And it has

a record full of glory in the nhigtory of bravery.

—

nyy beloved people:

wye cennot be strong in ourselves and have among us

a hired spy, spying on nis own nation and country; &

° defeatist who uses every means to discourage ambition,

and create dissension. But, alas,
a pumber of

weaken determination,

these have begun to spread corruption and

l

\ politiciens have been carried away by the force of their
|

!
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?‘ current. It is strange thet & number of party—members1who

& nave something to say in every club and an enswer for every-

thing cleim nationalism, are known for having smuggl ed

goods 10 Israel, and have gotten in gouch with the enemy .

wTne contempt for the comnmunists, party members and

- pellow travelers, reached suoch an extent that they de-

' cided to destroy the values of our devout world, accusing
the‘éroups who sesk %o preserve and protect the rites of
Islem of being reactionary elements. They attempted in
this way to crush the unity of the nation and completely
destroy the teachings of our awakening, claiming that an
jncrease in subversive parties in a small country like
Jjorden is the only way to unity_and aviakening. It is
really the vay to confusion end dissension, go: much SO,
that the number of parties in little Jorden has reached
ten Or more with no other purpose, for most 0T them, but
to spread jntrigues, forge accusations, and weave con-
spiracies.

i ‘ nT will g0 pack & bit to the criminal aggression com-~

mitted ageinst Rgypb. 1 was determined, from the first.

X
iy

i moment, to enter the vattle on the side of Eeypt prior o
the Anglo—rrench gltimatum. But I wes discouraged bY

wabulsi end some mepbers of his cabinet, also the then

i

1

|

|

| chief-of-staff, who sent me the ambassador of one of the

1 great countries to dishearten ne in my determinetion and

% persuade me to stoP thinking aboub fighting. Hed T found

{ true determination in ‘that cabinet, prior to the ultimatum,

; and had T entered the pattle at its peginning, it would
| .
i
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have been possible to change the course and results of
that battlé. I stood by Egypt from the moment it pro-
claimed the nationalizetion of the canal, bearing the
great responsibilities, and T stood by her in every phase
of the Arab-Egyptian struggle, to the point of threatening
the British ambassador that my forces would destroy the
British bases in Jordan if they were to be used in the
attack against Egypt.

wrhe attitude adopted by the cabinet toward the
Eisenhower plan and Americen financial assistance was,
in spite of what it might claim, %O jssue an invitation
to the mission of the American president to vigit Jordan
and discuss the plan. Furthermore, 1t was this cabinet .
which pleaded with certein high Arab sources to have the
uUnited States provide Jordan with financisl aid. And we
wish to assure, our peloved people, on this occasion, that
our policy does not include inviting the representative
of thé apmerican president %o visit Jordan, and we wish to
belie those deluders who claim that we will accept this
plen. Jordan's policy is purely an Arab policy, emanating
from the decisions we reached at the last cairo conference.
1 would, further, 1ike to add thet Jordan will, in no way,
teke eny step in that direction without the agreemsnt of
the liberated Arab states.

nrhis is what the ex-cabinet did end this is what I
did for you, and for the dignity and glory of the Arabs

in an unpretentious way. T had believed that the least
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duties of friendship and graﬁeful ess_called upon our '1‘_‘, e 3i,l |

to desist from inciting the’ people ,}

brethren in Bgypt” . ~_' . ;
through radioqand”the press I‘who had vowed every drop o ’{'F ‘5;;*w
of my blood ﬁo Egypt during her hour bf trlal hoped ?-f q‘{ (Alff . J,i -

they would stop creati
t to Squash the conspiracy agalnst the throne,

ng events ahd falsifying statements :f:; e,

in an attemp

a conspiracy whlch ig beingxinVestlgated by a trustworthy

der the patronage of a high mlnicterial com—

personage un
mittee and is being proven by revealing the flight of

certain offlicers to avoid exposure. I haveqendured
©o

patiently false Statements while the Egyptian writers

have been smiting and of fending us,. turnlng.some of our

people against us, mlsrepresenting the reallty of the R P

situation in our;oountry and broadcasting the worst propa—

ganda end rumore% We have peen-patient, and we will be -

patien%° repressing anger, and pardoning people as a " ¢

f ablding by our pact with Egypt and as a way 1n o . .

e ———

whlch o] preserve our solidarlty, brotherhood Arab nature L

and unlty. How we wish that this deceltful propaganda . o )

might-be. dlscontinued and would not gootoo far in indls- e . e

T 11: would become difficult for our Arab

crimina' on fo

dlgnlty and°honor,rand our Arab herltage to 5ubmit to

o 00 © f’c, . .
o,

oppression»and .decelt. R .
"0h beloved people°Oo o o °? : S . <
"We areoﬁhus facing a purely 1nternal crisis which o ®

<« ° O
has no r%latlon,°whatsoever, to the°conduct of our ‘foreign o

policy. We wiIl not allow anyone from outside to inter— Tl e,

e
°
o

Lo

"
°
°

°
o
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e : fere~in our local affairs. Therefore 1 call upon you,
guardian of your interests and whatever

S . : myopedple, aSothe
uoholw sa@red to remain calm and orderly, to Te-

to thwart the conspiracies

Lo
’ . else yo
frain from spxeading TUMOTSE,

wvith all the confidence that T have in

of &he gorrupv
thab weocan act togethe
our courageous army
be called upon tO

r to strengthen the

o yDu. SOo
end preparse

buiiding of our economy,

Arab day when we will
achieve our desired unlon.

° fonQﬁhat gregﬁ

try and

give the authorities a free nend to -

r and punish the corrupt and the contemptuous, .

y and law, and so that the

will therefore

a0 o

° <upreserve orde

"order 0 restore stabilit
ir natursl course towar

jfeii.let anyone who might be tempted to be

r
d a free end

. peopleccan resume the
honoraple 1

c o
° ° o Oo

B
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rchievous, pe aware. Leb it be known

©

000
c

T “thateshould hq‘ﬁesort o being troublesome snd mischie-

he will e punished most se
grants us victory."
ful months, the

K vous o verely.
?

<y =“We)rely on God and He
”Qiirst time in five long event
¢ which seemed like five

°

peopleﬂsle pﬁsoundly. Five month
°‘2>° o

°centuries odufing which the al-Nabulsi cabinet nearly

1 xistence of our beloved country snd nearly

mlnated the e
dignity, and noble birth.
om it had

”yed the meanings of honor,
dan looked for those wh
o harm end hurt it.

ole oo T :Inothe morning, Jor
red, and who nad meant b

- f;:: fgﬁ and“shelte
fTheoarmy looked for thos
only to find that they planned
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destruction and confusion.

The struggle and strife which had become part of the

history of the country during the past years, was re-
membered.

The convoys of glory and the armies of the martyrs
all along the line of blood and sacrifice were visualized.

And amidst all that, the picture of Hussein making
history for the country and nation, shedding his blood,
exerting all the effort of his manhood and risking his
life and throne.

The soul looked with sorrow and pain to see & hand
pointing to the brothers-in-arms end sacrifice who had
gsown dissension in the country.

Tor here is the (Egyptian) chief of joint operations
who leaves behind him a file full of documents depicting
the treachery aimed at this peaceful country, a part of
which was reproduced by the papers at that time. The text
of some of thsse documents follows:

From the joint operations in Amman; to the
joint command; No & 1-5-3; 22 April 1957;

top secret; attention: Brigadier Gensral

Hafez.

1. large scale transfers took place which affected
more than thirty officersland the. commanders of all the
branches and divisions, except the al-Hussein divisioﬁ;
the medical, supply, and transport corps‘were changed.
commend hes been assumed by officers loyel to the palace,

@he free officers having been confined for investigation,
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and most of the rest having been detached from their units.

The investigation at the moment is being made by Izatb

Hassan, the commander of the Aliya division. He is supposed

to reveal to the authorities the conspiracy that took place,
but basically, the free officers are being investigated,
end I believe that the purpose of it is to establish the
fact that the free officers conspired against the King.
It hés been decided to retain Salleh al-ghar! for the time
being and he has assumed command of the Hashem division.

No A-5-3; top secret.

1t. Colonel Qabani arrived at Amman a week ago, but
has not taken commend and is still in the office of thé
military attache. The declaration made by al-Hayyari has
left a great effect, especially among the people who know
the loyalty of Gemeral Hayyari %o the palace. Thé people
still hide their reactions for fear of arrest. Calmness
relgns all over Jordanm, eventhough it might be the calm-
ness that precedes the tempest. I pray to be informed
whether the information is reaching you correctly. TFirst
of g11, I gave all my information to Fusd, to be sent
directly to the Communications Department. This was done
to prevent tampering, since you have been recelving
information from two sources. I awalt your orders.

This wes the manner in which the commender of the
Syrian corps in Jordan conducted a war of nerves among
the peaceful dwellers of the cities and villages, and
used his car for transporting subversive agents.

Appeals were raised to God from grief-stricken souls
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disturbed by the treachery of brotherhood to preserve and
guide to success, the young King of this patient country.

The sky enswered these fervent and falthful prayers.
Hussein thwarted the conspiracy and cleansed his country
from £ilth and evil.

The people sighed with relief as the era of confusion
end disturbances cams to an end.

The army calmed down, when this era was ended.

Struggling Jordan, small in area and potentialities,
but great in expectations and aspirations, resumed its
true place in the Arab world, looking always to a better
future and a more beautiful life, under the leadership of

its King, Hussein.

8. IN THE WAKE OF THE CONSPIRACY

The noble fraternal stand teken by His Majesty Kiné
Saud with his brother Xing Hussein, during the country's
hour of trial, left a very good impression with the latter.

The Seudi Arabian Monarch's fulfillment of his ob;i-
gations, in accordance with the Arab Mutual Assistance‘
Treaty, was deeply appresciated and acknowledged by the
jordanian people -- the patient end vigilant people who
stood fast with their army and the leadership of their
young King, protecting the dignity and honor of the Arabs.

Hussein found tﬁat duty called upon him to visit his
brother Saud at the latter's capital and express his thanks

end gratitude to him.
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) The visit took place toward the end of April. It
rosulted in the following joint declaration.
In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

puring the visit of gis Majesty King pussein, King of

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, to His Majesty King Saud,
King of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, discussions were
held relating to the general Arab affairs which concern
the Arab world, including the present situation in Jorden.
The latter country constitutes the forward defensive line
of the Arab nationalism and all Arab states are concerned
with its affairs, especially 1its three allies, Egypt,
gyrie, and the Kingdom of Seudi, Arabia.

The two great monarchs concluded this meeting with a
clear and frank understanding that the Arab national
policy drawn up at the last Cairo conference of 27 Rajab

o) 1376; 27 February 1957, with the participation of Shukri .
el-Kuwatly end Gamsl Abdel Nasser, is the Arab nationai
policy which they have adopted and which they have
promised to implement regardless of amy circumstances.
This policy is based on the following principles.

I. Endeavor to guaraniee complete independence,
freedom from ell foreign domination, and total soversignty v
for every Arab state.

11. Strengthening of military cooperation betwaen
the four states for defense purposes and for the resto-
ration of their rights in Palestine.

III. Refusal to participate in any foreign pacts.

IV. To assist Arab states which are suffering from
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the yoke of imperialism to achieve their right to self-
determination and total independence, in accordance with
the charter of the United Nations.

V. Complete faithfulness to the Arab League, 1ts

charter, and 1its principles, and further efforts to

strengthen it.

The two great monarchs stated thet vhey shall be
bound together by this policy and that any deviation
from this policy shall be considered as’ deviation from
Arab nationalism. TI% is, however, understood that what
took place in Jorden recently is the concern of Jordan
alone.

29 Ramadan 13763 29 April 1957 5

Before leaving the Jordanian territories, His mMajesty
the Sasudi Arabian monarch had addressed the following
message to the Jordenian people.

wps T leave Jorden, X wish to express to all the
classes of the beloved Jordanian people my thanks and
gratitude for the expressive gentiments, the splendid
welcome, asnd the enthusiasm with which I was received

‘ during my visit, wherever 1 toured in this Arab country.

It is not unusual that I should witness these sentiments

from the Arab Jordenian people, striving for their country

which is the first stronghold of the Arab countries.
wphe cooperation of the Jordanian people with 1ts
government and courageous army, their reliance on God,

and their loyalty to and support for their king in the

-210~

E
|
!
|
|
|
|
|
i
|
I
|
|
|
|
1
|

) eclassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001900220012-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001900220012-0

darkest days, has filled my heart with hope for the future.
I beseech God to preserve the Jordanian people's unity “and
solidarity, for the dangers which threaten Jordan, amd the
Arab nations, cannot be met unless all stand together,
assist and support each other, so that they can form one
rank in these difficult times.

Indeed with pride end glory we have recorded the
stend taken by His Majesty, my brother, a stand in which
he, in solidarity with his people and army and with the
support of all the Arabs, Arabicized the Jordenian army,
then freed Jorden from the foreign bonds. His persistent
efforts have preserved the integrity and independence of
Jordan. I pray to God to preserve Jordan's unity and well-
being under the guidance of its king, always cooperating
with his Arab brothers in whatever might elevate their
starding, and lead to their union and independence."

About a month after this visit, His Majesty King Saud,
at the request of his brother, King Bussein, made another
official historical visit to Jordean, where he was received
with the greatest possible display of honor and greeting.
The two great monarchs and the members of their governments
resumed the discussions for the welfare and glory of the
Arabs by reviewing the different outstanding matters.

When the royal Saudl Arabian plane left Ammen airport,
carrying His Majesty the Monarch of Saudi Arabia back to
his country, the following joint declaration was broadcast

to the Arab and Islamic worlds.
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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

At the invitation of His Majesty King Hussein, King
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordsn, His Majesty King Saud,
King of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabise, visited his hxother
on .Saturday, 10 Dilgatda 1376; 13 June 1957. The two
great monarchs reviewed the developments which have taken
place on the international and Arab scene since their last
meeting in Ryed, on 29 Ramadan 1376; 29 April 1957, and
agreed completely to confirm the principles which were
adopted at their meeting at Ryed, which backed the meeting
held in Cairo on 27 Rajab 1376; 27 February 1957; end
they, therefore, decided the following:

1. Endeavours to guarantee complete independence,
freedom from all foreign domination, and total sovereignty
for all Arab countries.

2. They declare their determination to defend the
independence of their countries, preserve their heritage
and the spiritual velues of the Arab end Islamic nations,
resist every foreign attempt to iaterfere, and combat

against all threats.

‘:3. The strengthenicg of military cooperation betﬁeen

the four Arab states, for defense against the mutual enemy,
in accordance with the conventions concluded among them,
support the total Areb rights to Palestine, and double
the efforts in order to fulfill the Arab hopes toward this
seized section of the Arab fatherland.

L. Their Majesties assert their adherence %0 the

policy of positive neutrality and non-adhesion to all
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foreign pacts, regardless of their nature or source.

Furthermore, they assert thet the defense of the Arab

world should be undertaken by the Arab states themselves,
and should emanate from their defensive sources alone.

5. In assertion %o, snd in support of, the principle
of self-determination afforded to all nations and peoples

+-by the charter of the United Nations, the two great hal
monarchs endeavour to support the Arab Algerian people
in their courageous struggle against the forces of French
imperialism, to enable them to achieve their independence
and liberty, in accordence with the said principles.

7. Their MajJesties agsert thelr adherence to the
charter of the Arab League, the charter of the United
Nations, the charter of the Arab Mutual Assistance, the
decisions of the Bemdung conference, the Arab cooperation
convention, end the decisions of the kings end leaders!'
conference held in cairo on 27 Rajab 1376; 27 February
1957.

8. The two great monarchs assert that the Gulf of
Aguaba 1s Arab territorial waters, and is completely under
Arab soversignty. They do not recognize the right of
Israel or any other state to 1t, and refuse eny claim
which considers it to be an international waterway. They,
therefore, declare their intention to defend Arab sover-
eignty in that Gulf in cooperation with the rest of the
sister-Arab states.

Because of the great importance of the Areb Gulf of
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Aquaba -- considerirg that it is one of the vital ways of
pilgrimage to the holy sanctuaries of 1slam -- and because

of the denger of Israeli aggressions which might befall

this waterway as & result of the tripartite aggression
against Egypt, the two great monarchs expect'all the

Islamic and peace-loving natlions in the world to support

the Arab right of sovereignty in this Gulf, end to endeavour
to implement the principles of international law by recog-
nizing that this Gulf is absolutely within the Arab terri-
torial waters.

9. Their Majesties the kings express their true
determination to continue their efforts toward repairing
the Hijazi railway to Medina, and to make every effort to
hasten the execution of this vital project to serve the
1slamic world.

10. The two great monarchs appreciate jointly the
importance of economic cooperation, and the encouragement
of saudi Arabian and Jordenisn capital exploitations in
economic projects between their two Kingdoms. They have,
therefore, agreed that this subject be taken up by their
governments in detailed negotiations aimed at concluding
a special agreement on this matter.

11. Desirous to achieve the aims of the Arab nation
for unity and emencipation, the two great monarchs declaTe
that they will do their utmost to preserve good relation-
ghips between the sister Arab states, and strive to
strengthen the nationel tonds among them on the basis of
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; true cooperation and complete understanding. They are
jnspired in that by their national principles, reliancé
on god, and relience on the awakening of the ATab peopies,
who only desire in this 1ife to live in peace, indepen&ént

and free from all foreign domination. They ask God tom

give them His grace and guidence.
These two visits were followed by another visit wﬂich
fussein made to his brother Feisal of Iraq, between 22
and 24 June 1957, accompenied by some members of his
government. Important national discussions took place
in the capital of al—Rashid,[ﬁhghdaQ?, ending with a totel
sgreement on the points of view concerning all matters
considered in these negotiations. A% the end of the royal
visit, a joint official declaration was issued, the text
of which follows.
In the name of God, the compassionate, the
Merciful.
puring the visit of His Mejesty King Husseln, King
of the Hashemite Kingdom of jorden, to his brother, His
vajesty King Feisal IT, King of Iraq, in Baghded, between

R

22 snd 24 June 1957, fraternal discussions were held be-
tween the two great monarohs end the members of thelr 2
respective governments, in en atmosphere full of friend- i
ship, brotherhood, and total frankness, in which opinions {
on different matters were exchanged. Both parties re-

viewed the Aréb affairs in general, and the fraternal

relations between the sister-states in particular; and 1t

ig with pleasure that voth parties declare their complete
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understanding on the following.

1. Both parties decide that the defense" f the

Arab world should emanate from the real 1nterest of the
Arab nations, and they, therefore, declare their ad-

herence to the charter of the Arab League and? o' the

Arab, utual Assistance Convention. They wil ‘ndeavour
to unite the Arabs, and strive to restors gooﬁ:under—

. standing in the relations between the sisterf@iab states,

in order to face the dangers that donfront tﬁgh“qu

to protect the independence of the rest of th Arab states.

They, furthermore, declare their determinati

to pesisu
the subversive movements, and every danger £ satening

their integrity and independence. They decidea thateno
"“33 'R)

one Arab country should interfere in the afifairs of

o,
at10ns=among

o o

another Arab country. They declare that r

the sister states should be based on strong fraternal .
% %'»!

cooperation for their mutual welfare, end for serv1ng

their interests by effective and productivesw saand N

o,e
oe c:

means. .
3. On the basis of the above principles, %oti’parties

assert thelr strong desire to carry out theno?qgirements

of the treaty of brotherhood and alliance conci&aed be-

tween them, for they find in its laws all th;t ?uéraﬁtees

reliable fraternal cooperation between the sister kiegdoms,

@
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- in defense, military, Qplitical, gconomic, and oulturel
fields. - i

L. Both ?arties.declare their total adherence to
the Ar&ﬁiundisputed tights to Palestine; and assert that
they will not’ falter in their determination end that they
wilf pgrs%st'in'their trus efforts to fulfill the Arsb
eiﬁecﬁatians from this question, in a manner which will

.- guarantes tha'reéovery of. this seized sebtion of the *
belov§a~§ééherl§qg.

5. Both parties déclare that they hold the Gulf of
Aquabe as Arab territorial waters, and do not recognize
the rights of any other parfy to 1%, as‘they’declare their
agreement to defend this Arab gulf from eny denger that
might threaten Arab sovereignty over it. ,Thg& agssert the
great.importance pf this Gulf, consiﬁering that it is one
of the main ways for pilgrimage to the holy shrines of
Islan. a '

6. Both parties declare thelr resistance to imperi-
alism in a1l its-forms and assert their complete support
for all the Arab countries suﬁfering from the yoke of

' 1mper1allsm in ’Gheir struggle for fréedom and independence,
and for safeguarding their rights to self-determlnatlon,
in accordance with the pharter of the United Ngtioﬁs.
<They declare their support for the ArabJAIgerién people in
their coqfagéous_struggle'against the oppressiye forces

of French imperialism; they shall assist them to achieve

their established rights to freedom snd independence.
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i we ssk to grant success, welfare, and happlness to
our immortal Arab nation.

Issued in Baghdad, 2L, June 1957.

A few days later, the plessed feast of the al-pdha
arrived, bringing with it to the believers the meaning of
giving end sacrifice.

.ns-On the night of the feast the great al-Hussein locked

upon the vast Arab expansions, and could not see the alr

of solidarity and affection, the feeling of unity and
brotherhood. He was pained to see his brothers in Egypt

and Syria deviate from the glory bound caravas, throwing i

g iy

thelr dear countries into the abyss of conspiracies,

e
TS

turning the stronghold of the Arabs, and the pride of
Islam, into an easy conquest for communism, spreading
oppression and confusion along with corruption and
poverty, and pushing the country of the prabs toward the
i{nferno of international conflictions by leaning openly
and completely toward the communist camp.

Hussein sew these misfortunes and felt the oppression
of his relatives, end their disregard for kinship, brother-
h&gﬁi and megnenimity. He, therefore, brosdcast on thgun o
beginning of the feast days the following fervent and
immprtal supplication.

"Oh perserving.Jordanian people; oh struggling Arab people;
oh Islamic nations in the four corners of the earth:

nFrom the holy places, from the holy house which gad
has blessed, from the purified country which our great

prophet departed to the Heaven, from the beloved country
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the wings of which are broken, and which is dismembered,

and where the relatives and friends are scattered, from
holy Jerusalem in the struggling Jordan, standing on the
line of fire, between the Arabs and the enemy of the Arabs
and Islam, I greet you, and send you my fervent heartfelt
congratulations on this blessed day, day of sacrifice and
redemption, the day of learning in which God spoke through
his holy prophet saying: 'This day I have perfscted for
you yourreligion and completed my favor to you and chosen
for you Islem as a religion.’

"It pleases me to stand here, on the elevated places
of this purified and blessed country, brave thorough faith
in its rights, cognizant of its duties to 1its people,
sacrificing life and wealth to restore justice and elevate
God's religion -- this proud and dignified country, &
stronghold in the face of an external treacherous enemﬁ,
and, another enemy which seeks to sow corruption and ¥
poverty internally!

nT am pleased and proud to take this stand on this
great historical, religious occasion, asking the Almighty
to bless and grace us, guide us with His affection, protect
us from injustice and confusion, to show us the right way
and make us want to abide by him, give sSuccess, and bring
about this commemorative day on the 1lmnd of the Arabs and
Islam, to find it enjoying &n era of héppiness end sover-
signty, glory, and wealth. To find us working for humanity

and world peace, for freedom from disturbances and reactions,
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forging ahead in the world of hope and action, Vith be-

lieving sculs, sure of their endeavour, looking forward
to the brightest light of guldence and strength on the
near hoxizon.

Tt is my pleasure eand happiness to renew with you,
and to you, our covenant in these days full of memories --
memories of manliness and heroism, memories which elevate
the soul to the maker who saved it from the conspiracy

and the ways of the devil. These days are full of meaning

of sacrifice and redemption -~ the days in which the Al-
mighty set an example for man to aspire to, sacrifice for
its right end its sacred duty, defend the honor of the
country snd the dignity of its people. These days in
which the pilgrims from everywhere meet in the yearly
pilgrimage, in the land of the blessed Mecca, and where,
on yount Arafat, the earthly complaints intermingle with
the heavenly invocations. In this is an example and

ideal for the people who can ses it, and a best indication

of the splendor of the gathering in one place and at one

time of the pains of this world end the hopes of the life
hereafter -- an indication that Tslam has solved the
reality of life on the basis of spiritual resurrection,
reckoning with forgiveness and punishment. Honor, there-
fore, Islam as a religion, end praise our prophet as the
apostle, guide, and a trustee for an 1mmortal brothsrhood
of belief and strength.

wT beseech God to make this blessed feast the begiming

of an era of constent friendship, true affection, and soli-
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darity among the Arab and Islamic nations, to preserve our
beliefs, the wealth of our spirituel values, and our
fslamic principles, in a world subverted by destructive
principles, confused by evil, and imperilled by the
elements of injustice and hardships.
"Oh Arab brothers; oh brothers in Islam:

wI spesk to announce to you the tidings of this
heppy and glorious feast, and my eyes are filled with
tears for the seized wealth in the beloved Palestine.
This thought is always present with me and it makes my
blood boil, it is the thorn in my side: I have promised
you more than once that T would remain, along with my
people and army, faithful to the covenant which we drew
up with our tears, and wrote with our blood; a courageous
guard on the first line of defense of the Arab countries
and the sacred shrines of Islam, unfaltering despite
calamities, unvacillating despite misfortune, and unmoved
by delusion. We will stand as an Arab who chooses the
spirituall over the worldly, and prefers death with honor
and. dignity to humility and lowliness. P

»This enduring and struggling country has stood, with
its courageous army and faithful people, defending =all the
Arabs, and repulsing the dangers from the holy sanctuaries
of Islam.

vAnd who would forget the struggle of the Jordanian
Arab army in the black nights, repulsing the evil enemy,
and removing the shame of an aggression?

"We have long been vigilent, end we have struggled
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single-hended so that we may safeguard the peace and se-
curity of others; we have fought valiantly, and have not
asked for praise, nor have we asked for help. We have
continued to endure in our souls an unfaltering belief
in the justice of our cause and in our ability to defend
the honor of our nation’and the dignity of our religion.
n"oh noble Jordanisn people; oh sister Arab peoples in the
Arab and Islamic world;

nphe splendor of this commemoration is derived from
the majesty of the builder of the Arabs' and Islam's glory,
the great prophet, whom God has blessed. We, lifting our
heads with pride on the battlefield of international con-

flicts, refer to our kinship, to the holy prophet, without

boasting or without humility; but we say it clear and loud:
cod forbid that he who cleims kinship to God's prophet
should go back on his promise, violate his covenant, with
the pilgrims on the blessed occasion; God is great, praise
be on Hiﬁé He has given His servants victory, and His soldiers
g}g{y, thanks are due to God alone.

"pPeace be upon you, and the mercy of God."

10 pelhajja 1376; 8 July 1957
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The Proceeds from the sale of this book will be Ebnated

%o the families of the martyrs of the Arab Jordanian Army

and the National Guard.
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