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STJRCTs Translitersiion and Sanderdisation of Spelling
of Tereign Runem
le Having beem desigoated mmmtm

4he abowe sud mm
Tirst moetiag, limibed o nmeml.uby
20 Desssber 1948, st 14 in Boem 1276 *¢" BPuilding.

2. It is Durther proposed that ot the £irst meeting e
perssnant Chairman de decided upom and that the following polxts
related to the adove subjest be disoussed:

se Transliteration of Russian and Ukrainian-
Board of Geographic Nemes Systen~-Other

be Tramsliteration of Chinese-~ade-Giles
Systen-Other systems.

6o Tramsliterstiom of Xereem=-NoOwne-Reischawer
Systan-The 0Old Sysbem.

N’ri O.Lhu '* ¢ ( Py 5 (’fh

Je Jo BAGNALL
Forelign Dosemsnts Sremch

CONFIZENTIA!
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Acting Chief, FDB 3 December 1848
Assistant Director for Operations

fransliteration and Standardization of Spelling of Foreign Hames

1. ‘The ettached memorsnda from AD/ORE, AD/OCD, Chief,
ICAPS, end DAD/OSO indicate the desirability of a meeting to
discuss the above subject as soon as conveniont to those con-
cerned.

2. 1t is recommended that:

a. Acting Chief, FDB be the Chairman of the
first meeting and prepare the agenda for same.

b. The committee for the first meeting be
limited to CIA personnel to include:

(1) Zr. HacCarthy of ICAPS
(2) Hr. Tidwell of ORE

(3) of IR,0CD
(4) of GR,OCD
(56) of BR,QCD
(6) of BR,OCD
(7) of 00

(9) Mr. Bagnall of FDB,00

6. A permanent Chairmen of the coomittee be decided
‘ on, at the first meeting, to monitor the project until such
‘ time as it is ready to be turned over to ICAPS for discussion
| with IAC members as recormended by the Chief, ICAPS.

GEORGE G. CAREY

| Encl: 4
| “emo 28 Oct 48 fr ORE
Memo 26 Nov 48 fr OCD

Hemo 27 Oct 48 fr ICAPS
‘ lemo 26 Oct 48 fr SO

GGC/ac g

"'-!ﬂ
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Assistant Director, 00 26 November 1948
Assistant Director, OCD
Transliteration and Standardization of Spelling of Foreign Names

Memo, Ass't Dir. 00, dated 25 Oct L8, subj. as above.

1. The problem of the transliteration and standardizztion
of spelling of foreign names as discussed in the above referenced
memorandum has been stuaied in the Office of Collection and
Dissemination.

2. The recommendation that a committee be formed at the work—
ing level with CIA rfor preliminary discussion of the problems
concerned with the transliteraticnand standardization of foreign
names is excellent and represents a much needed step toward unifica-
tion of methods within our own organiz-tion. Systems for transliter-
ation of personal and geographic names have been estavlished by the
Library of Congress, the Board on Geographical Names, the American
Council of Learned Societies, the Harvard-Yenching Institute and
other specialized or university libraries requiring accredited
language departments and research., Members of a comrittee for the
study of the provlem within CIA should be acquainted with all such

| systems in use to date. It is well to bear in mind that the scholars
and specialists working with the problems of transliteration have
in many cases evolved systems of their ovm which are at variance
with standardized systems. To convince such scholars that a system
other than that employed by them is technically uore feasible,
practical and accurate will be difficult. It has been this atti-
tude on the part of scholars that nas in large part prevented

| standaraization in the past,

3. It will be constructive indeed if CIA can arrive at defi-

| nite corniclusions as tec systems to be employed, but it would be
unfortunate if any rinal decisicns were reached velore other agen—
cies and departments iacing the same problems had veen consulted.
To quote Mr. Carl Nelson, Department of State, Division of Biograpliic
Information: MIf standardization is to be attempted it can only
succeed if the problem is studied by a group of qualified experts
representing all interested agencies, among which the Army Map Ser=
vice should be included, an:i backed by adequate authority Lo order
compliance by all agencies when a standard has been agreed upon.

’ An ill conceived standard might do more harm than good."
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. h._ It is requested that the following persons irvor this
Cffice be appointed to serve on the progosed comnittees

STAT

|
J;Q.I' }'4'3 BI . }JHJIEIVS
\
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Assistant Director, Operations October 28 1948
Assistant Director, Reports and Fstimates

Transliteration and Standardization of spelling of
Foreign Personal Names

l., The Office of Reports and Estimates has a definite interest
in the problems of transliteration and standardization of spelling of
forelgn geographic nanes, has been the subject of considerable study
over the last two years., Cjose collaboration has been maintained with
the Board, be invited to participate in the meetings of the CIz working
level committee.

2. Mr. William A, T;dwell, Jr. is nominated as the ORE represent-
ative to the commivtee,

/s/

THEODCRE BABBITT
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Assistant Director for QOperations 27 October 1948
Chief, ICAPS

Transliteration and Standardization
of Spelling of Foreign Personal Names

Reference ;Answering your memo of COctober 25

on the above subject

1., Mr. MacCarthy of ICAPs, who is currently handling a provposal
about a translation project, would like to attend early meetings about
the standardization of foreign personal names while firming up CIA's
position on this subject.

2. Vhen the CIA position is estavlished, it is thought that
ICAPS should then take up this matter with the TAC members in an
endeavor to arrive at a more all-incluxive agreement on this subject,
than just State's Biographic Information Division and FBIB.

3. Another thought has occured about[:::::::::jlist. Has it
been furnished to SCAP for its use and the use of the XXIV Corps?

/s/

PRESCOTT CHIILLS

CONFIDZ. TIAL
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26 October 1948

MOLANDUYN FOR: ASSISTANT DIHuCTOR, UFFICE UF OPKRATIONS

SUBJuCT: Transliteration anc Standardization of Spelling
of Foreign Perscnal Names

RE: Your Confidential Memo dated October 25, 1948

l. This office recognizes the usefulness of some standard-—
ization of transliteration of foreign names into English. However
it is not considered necessary that we be represented on a com—
mittee for the determination of procedures, usages, ctc.

2o If the Directeor will designate one office to supply
the accepted spelling for use throughout the Arency, we will
be glad Le conform.

Deputy Assistant Director
Special Operations
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| Assistant Director, 00 26 November 1948
Assistant Director, OCD
Transliteration and Standardization of Spelling of Foreign Names

Memo, Ass't Dir. 00, dated 25 Oct L8, subj. as above.

l. The problem of the transliteration and standardization
of spelling of foreign names as discussed in the above referenced
| memorandum has been studied in the Office of Collection and
| Dissemination.

2. The recommendation that a committee be formed at the work=-
ing level with CIA for preliminary discussion of the problems
concerned with the transliterationand standardization of foreign
names is eacellient and r1epreseuts a much needed step tLoward unifica=—
tion of methods within our own organization. Systems for transliter-
ation of personal and geographic names have been established by the
Iibrary of Congress, the Board on Geographical Names, the American
Council of Learned Societies, the Harvard-Yenching Institute and
other specialized or university libraries requiring accredited
language departments and research, Members of a committee for the
study of the problem within CIA should be acquainted with all such
sysiews in use to date. It is well to bear in mnind that the scholars
and specialists working with the problems of transliteration have
in many cases evolved systems of their own which are at variance
vith standardized systems. To convince such scholars that a system
other than that employed by them 1s technically wore feasible,
practical and accurate will be difficult, It has been this atti-
tude on the part of scholars that has in large part prevented
standardization in the past.

3. It will be constructive indecd 1f CIA can arrive at defi-
nite conclusions as to systems to be employed, but it would be
unfortunate if any final decisions were reached before other agen—
cies and departments facing the same problems had been consulted.
To quote Mr., Carl Nelson, Department of State, Division of Biographic
Informations “If standardization is to be attempted it can only
succeed if the problem is studied by a group of qualified experts
representing all interested agencies, among which the Army Map Ser—
vice should be included, and backed by adequate authority to order
compliance by all agencies when a standard has been agreed upon.

An 111 conceived standard might do more harm than good.®
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ke It is requested that the followi
wing persons from this
Office be appointed to serve on the proposed committees

STAT

JAVES M. ANDREWS
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26 October 1948

MIMORANDUM FOR: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF OPERATIUNS

SUBJECT: Translitoration and Standardizaticn of Spelling
of Foreign Personal Names

RE: Your Contidential Memo asted October 25, 194§

l. This office ra:cognizes the usetulness ot some standard—
izatior of transliteration of foreign nares into English. However
it is rol considered nocessary that we be represented ol a com-
mittee for the determination of procedures, usages, etc,

2. If the Director will designalc one office to supply
the acceptea speiling for use througnouv ihe Agency, we will
be glad to conforma,

Depuly Assistant Direclor
Special QOperatiorns
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Assistant Director, Operaiicns October 28 1948
Assistant Director, Reports and Fstimabtes

Transliteration and ctandardization of spelling of
Foreign Personal lames

1. The Office of Reports and Estinates has a definite interest
in the problems of transliteration and standardization of spelling of
foreipn geographic naues, has been the subject of considerable study
over the last two years. (lose collaboration has been maintained with
the Board, be invited to participate in the meetings of the CIA working
level committee.

2. re William A, T{dwell, Jr. 1s nominated as the ORE represent-—
ative bo the comuittee,

/s/

THEODORE. BABBITT
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Assistant Director for Operations 27 October 1948
Ciief, TCAPS

Transliteration and Standardization
of Spelling of Foreln Personal Names

Reference :Answering your memo of October 2%
on the above subject

l. r, MacCorthy of ICAPs, who is currently handling a prooosal
about a translation project, would like to attend early meetings about
| the standardization of foreign nersonal names while firming up CIAt's
position on this subject.

2. Vhen the CIA position is estavlished, it is tiought that
ICAPS should then take up this wmatter with the TAC members in an
endeavor to arrive at a more all-incluxive agreement on this subject,
than just Statets glogrophic Information Division and FBIB.

3. Another thougrht has occured about list. Has it
been furnished to SCAP for its use and the use of the XXIV Corps?

/s/

PRESCOTT CHILDS
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