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{Geegrephy), K. Bighev
’ 1, canvary 1008, P. Nikelov

Gofta, Puges $ ~ &

Moun: Ograshdon 15 ene of the least known Bulgariss mowmtains. .
Ite very v2we indicates seme sert of bomndary or enelopure. Amd in-
dood, lying parallel to the Strume River, it bexders the valley ca
the wost for a distanes of adout 50 to 60 m, startiag from the
Brezaishks River on the north, and extendiag to the Btruseshtites
River valley oa the south. HNere 1t must be aeted that in geograpaio
1iterature rod maps, the same Ogramhdesn applies oanly to that part of
the mountais whieh is losated sewth of the Ledaitea River, vhile the
part hotwes the lehnitsa River asnd the Rresaishks River is ealled
Nouat Maleghvska. HNowsver, the eatire pepulation of this regios
calls hoth parts of the Bountain by the come same - Ograshden. The
sane Naleshevaka prodebly derives from the Muiegsheve regioa situated
on the wpper resches of the Rregalnitss River. @Sinee there are ae
siganificant geslogieal er peomesryhelagicsl differeases detwes the
3 parts, it 1is sorreet teo consider under the name Ograshden the su-
tire mountain -sgion included between the wvalleys of the Strumeshtiisa

and Bresnishks ;'ivers, as 18 dons Wy the loesl pepulatisn.

Ograsii : heloags te the middle altitude clase of Dulgarian
souataing. Om of its most distinstive peaks, Whigh has givea its
Asme to the eai ro mountain, the Ograshdenets Peak, rigss !,7¢¢ m
high. The mountain has slearly defined borders enly en the cast and
south. These are the wvide valleys of the Btruma and Mrumsshtitas
rivers, teward wvhich slope long, dseply eut Rills. Yo the nerth and
wvess, the beouadary is mat slearly dafised. The ssumteis Nrges iuper-
eoptibly here with Nounts Viakhiaa and Pladibevitsa.
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e doep cut vallep of thw lodnites River Givides vt
Ogreshdon inte 3 wnogual parts, ik GifTer w0 env ancther in m»-
mvous ampests. The zerth part 16 callisd Beafnghi Ogreshiss, end
the ssuthern 19 called Metrichhi Ggrushdse. In gemsrul, e mals
ridge of (nandenchi Ggreshisn rune £3en 2erth %o gouth, and pert of
1t 15 "0 Wmbershed Motwen the Nrums oad Yasder Rivess. It alse
felleow; the boundary 1. as betuses the Bulgarisa Jeeple’s Bepublie
and e Foderated Posple’s Republic of Yugeslovia. T sain ridge
of Potrichhi Ogreshden stretehes £yva ¢eot e Wet, pasallel to the
ridge of lsunt Delasitea. On its bDare, Fevined astes rige the high
rounded csntours of Gslak Poak (1,690 u) and Marbev: Kladeatss (1,088 a).
It saparstes the valley of the Leotmitss River fres that of the Btru-

Bumsreus rivers run domn the castern and seuther: slepes of
Ogreahdsa. These Which lead to the cast, toward the valley of the
rums River, are leager and fuller. The largest of thea are the
Bresnighka, Slivaishhs, CEsnerishha, Teapereveka, BDrachia, and Lebd-
aitee Rivers. Their valleys are doep out iate the bedy of the meumtaia,
saking it vory diffieult to ereas. The ineclination of the river beds
is csnsidereble, and this peruits the waghing dowm of huge quantities
of alluvial materials, particularly during terveatial rains. These
¢spesits acommiliate at e poiant Where the rivere leave thv Bsuntaia,
where they have feried huge, is arvesa and thiskness, alluvial cemes.

T™he aaterial f7en Wik these cones are Muilt wp 18 very varied.
Clesest % the Piver bod are found large bleshs {(wp to 8 & ia diameter),
while tevard the poriphery the thichnese of the csnse gredually de-
orease; sand and Bire fres e ond farthest avay frem the river ded.

™e loduites River 10 the bigpest and fullest of alli the Ograshdes

rivers. 1te iLnelination 18 relatively alight and 1ts wmter flew i
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constant. 1ts soures is ia the Tugtesrn part of Ggrashden i3
Tugeslevis and it runs Straight towasd the oast, cuttiag the
esatral body of the meumtais inte S parts. In sumeseus plases both
benks of 118 older bod Tetain tresss of old terveces, 2w either
undsr oultivatiss ¢r Fieh grasiag pastures. At Bikudia villagn,
the Letnitss River has formed a rether vide valley, is whieh fruit
(plums and spples) grov very well, and new this regien lesks 1ike

umulm—-cﬁ.mm.nudm-uu.

The reads here rua parsllel e the river valleys, aleag =
the mountain ridges separating the valleys. Crese resds asre slmest
sensuistant, with the exoegiien of marrew, steep and difficult paths,
along which oms cam BOVe saly on feet, by denkey, mule, oF herse.
Unlike the settlements in other Bulgarian msuatain regiems, the
settlemeatas here are located net ia the river valleys, but are perehed
high on the ineline of the slepes, or oa the flat ridge surfases.
Geing from one village to another usually requires erossiag s doop
valley. Thus for example, from afar the Tsapareve and fereas vil-
lages lesk 1ike boing clese to eue anether. Trus, they are lesated
on opposite banks ¢f the Teaparevsha River, and the distanes betweea
the 8 as the erow flies is caly 1,700 a. Hewever, im order to ge
from one of the villages te the other, ome must followa leag,
msandering, steep path, and desesand frem over 300 m to the river
bod, frem which there is s 300-a elimdb wpward. ™his 1s the case
with awasbous other villages. Travel betweea 3 villages lesated at
a greater distanee is evea harder, if 8 o nere swsh valleys have
to be eressed.

Geelegically, Meunt Ogreshésa is rather uaiform. Iis eastera
and coatral parts consist of bistite and museevite sehists, with

partial gneiss. Its erystalline sohiste rua from the northwmst to
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the ssutheast, Tith verisd inclimatisn, in pls'~w a3 mueh as 80° to

%°. Thess rechs are BNk CrUTAOS BRE SruEBiew, TeaEerii> Thes to
be carried awy by wind or eresion. These charusteristies of the
roeks pertially asecunt for she deep outs made by rivers and their
tributaries, and the sasy remewval of sreded materials by the torrea-
tial wters. The westera parts of the lsxat Ogreahéon soansist of
gasise, nized in some plases with voleanis resk. The selidly wlded
coaglomerates, vhich constitute the vein through the lewwr parts of
the moustain hear the valley of the Strusa River, inslude depesits

of flworits, which are now deing tapped at the Slavyaaks BiNe,

Geomeorphologically, Nount Ograshden is charssterised by the
dooply out river wvalleys, between whioh loom the nuURSTOuUs ravine eut
ridges. Their sise varies greatly, but predoninently they lie in ea
east-mat direction. Their exterior sppesranss 1is charesterined dy a
gharp inglination, rouky slopes, and rare forest cover or yegetatica.
The inclination of the slopes is particularly great sear the river
beds - an average of 20° to 30°. The Aigher we qlimb, the less the
h‘u?tn- is. The slopes lewvel off gradually into flattened parts
of the ridges. This late erceion of the valleys, whioch is still

astively coatinuing, proves that the mouatain was formed ix & receat

date.

™he top parts of the ridges represeat remmants of old deaunded
(fiattened) surfases. The slighter inelination and the relatively
wsak erosiomn aleng these surfuees have osutributed to the feoruatioa
of s oumpartively thiek seil blanket. Thet is why these aress are
bost suited for agricuiture. The best eultivated areas, on shieh
grov potatoes, rye, OoFa, o6 are Wse. Jatural msadevs and grasiag
grounds alee cesupy ceasidershle surfase. Muay of the slepes os
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which Fivers sud ravinss bgia are eovered by thiek allmvial
mu.umwmwu-m“. They are eovesed
with Doautiful erchards. DBegpite the fast that these orchards are
lesated at an altitude of 1,100 te 1,300 & -~ the wpor linit of the
growth of plun trees on Neownt Ograshdea -- fruit grewiag hese yields
a esnparatively good iaecms to the loeal population, and this preveq
that orchard growiag ean be enpanded even more. This, howver, will
require ecasiderable state aid. It Ls nessssary to guarantse the
population planting materisl at cheap priees, to be availshble oa
the spot, and te orgsnise timely transportatioan of the grep to
proeessing sites or the market.

The cesparatively light esrosion of the basiec rocks, the steep
inclination of the slopes and partisularly the merciless cuttiag dowm
of forests have contridbuted to the viclieave of the torreats ian the
mountain. The slopes with a southera exposure, where trees and
also other vegatation are rare, entirely lacking in places, are
asxpossd to torremts. Soil erosion is at present greatly speedsd
by the exteasive plowing of slopes haviag an inclinme of 38° to 30°,

In sueh fields, the soll is easily carried away by torreatial waters.
In 8 t0 4 years the soil is eantirely washed avay, and ssoa the basic
roek appears on the very surfaee. In such sases, the farmers have to
abandon thess pareels of land and plow neighboriag ones, at the espease
of ssadove and ferests. Thus, for years on ead during the sapitalistie
oposh, the loeal populatien, left unattended by the state, and aseding
for a livelihood, destyveyed its forests and msadows in erder te male
then into fields, never suspestiang the terrible csnssquenses stemmiag
frem this kind of expleitation of the seil. The onee ferest-coverwd

Meunt Ograshdea, with 1ts rish greea grasiag rounds and Fruaning sountain
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streams, has 20w beea transfesusd inte ene af the mgt JServent-grene
TOGLIND ©8 sadgh sa:. lic i3 g t20rY Ve Srue 3 ‘e Petrteh part

of the mountain.

Wherever e say lock, the tyhwlier ia Ograshdéss can ane ealy
ond SoRSistent pieture. rare, puny ferests; peer, amnll ereded fields;
dry neadews and grasiang greunds; sad fer the mest part, bare, empty
and abandonsd areas. The state of the fesests is partisularly bed.
Only individual patehes have remained ¢of the enee thiek ook and
beech forests. Thé reascn for this situation 10 posr care duriag the
eposh of espitalism, and to some exteat Suriang the preseat ers. The
local population sounted heavily upoa the forests to provide a live-
likood. From them they took tisber, fwel wod, and fedder for smsll
animals, The forests have guffered particulerliy from the presties
of branch cutting, wvidely spread here. Periedically (every ssversl
years) only the branches of the trees are sut, and the trunks re-
sain, losking like strvaight, lobely poles. As a result of sush o=~
ploitation, the ferest gradually withers, dries wp, and the waters
quiekly wash the s0il along the bare slopes away, leaviag the rests

of the trees and the rocks exposed.

However, it is not only the aspest of the mountaia thit has
changed. The huge amounts of seil and roek sarried awmy by the
rivers are deposited shere the valleys begin, aloag the terreees of
the Btruma abd Struncshtitss Rivers. They sover vast areas of va'! -
uable arsable land, inflwenes the esurse of the Btrume River, and
eause 28 spreaa.ng of the water iate marshes and sloag the lewsr
terrases of the river. Thus, during the last 30 to 40 years alemy,
over 15,000 decares of arable land sloag the bed of the Btrume River's
siddle eoures have bHecesie unusable. In the past they yielded 8 erepe

a year.
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Tedey the peeple’s regine 15 doveting aush atteaties to

mmmmmtﬁnmummc

and repasious expleitatics of the natural wealth of Ograshdea ia
mm.mummmunmmmm
plasting of vegetation % whish loeal eenditions are faverable.
Incossant care is givea te the preservatien of the existing Lorvests
and the proper use of graaiag greunds. All this, hewwer, is eatively
ingutficient. Bfforts must abeve all be dirested towvard the establish-
ment of a system of antierosion measures, whieh should be applisd to
land under cultivatioa, the forests, sad grasiag grounds. The terraia
subjeet to stroang torremtial astivity msust be eatirely atforested,

and arsbie land with an inclimatioa of over 15% must be planted witk
gress. This vill ccasidersdly imcrease the fodder dasis fer livestoek’
broeding, shish is nov reduced to & Sininum, -and will decrease ssil
erosion. The planting of new orehards can be carrisd out, priunsipally

on the slopes protested from the winds.

FICGERE OCAPTIORS

(Page 6 of original)] Morphshydrographic sheteh of Mount Ograshdea
(Page 6 of origimal) View from the top of Mount Ograshden

(Page 6 of originsl] lLedaitsa River at the Nikudin village

(Page 7 of original] Strean-1like erosics oa cultivated fields vith

15° to 50° imslimation, after torreatial reain and hail on 18 May 1988
{Page 7 of original] Slopes washed sway by torreats is Neunt Ograshdea
[Puge 8 of original] Cutting branches of ok t-wes for fodder ia

Mount Ograshden
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