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TOP ¢ LCRET/SENSITIVE ,
November 23, 1973
MEMORANDUM FOR: /Ié%\d_}) '
) o The Secretarly' of.State B .

The Secretary of Defense

" The Secretary of the Treasury
The Attorney General

v The Directior of Gentral Intelhgence
The Ghairman, Atomic Energy Commission

g

S

SUBJEGCT: Modification of the Seturity Controls =~ = .- - "
, ‘ for the Products of Photographic S -
s Reconna:.ssa*mce Satellites LT

The President has aparoved the recommendation of the Director of -
"Central Intelligence to modny some of the spﬂ-dlal securiiy conirol
relating to the U.S. photo reconnaissance program which were
established by Presidential Memorandum of August 26, 1960 $p_eci-
fl.cally, ‘the Presnien;. has a c.utaonzed tha:_. ’ S el

(1)- 'I'he fact t'nzr." the Unitetl States Governraent conducts 2 photo-
graphic satellite reconnaissance prograin for foreign intelligence '
'collectj.on be classhLed SECRET ‘ S

(2) The Di.re‘cbor of Central Intelligence, after consulting the
Secretary of Defense, may remove from 'the special controls presently
governing the U.S. photo reconnaissance program the product of such
collection as he deems ¢ provided that () the product re-
moved from the authorization shall be
class;uef’ according to the provisions No. 11652,
and {b) such product shall nct reveal the sensitive technical capaovh..:.c 5
of current or future intelligence satellile programs.,’ The present L
special conirol qysf'em itself will continue to exist to provide compari-

mented . pro..ect).o"m for those aspects and producLs of satellite _

appropriate,
special controls under this
of Executive Order

reconnaissance programs reqmrmﬂ' such pr otection.
p .
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The President has further directed that the 'Dlirectn* of Central
Intelligence shall continue to be responsible to him for establishing
policy guidelines for the security protection and control of information
pertaining to the u. S. intelligence satellite collection prorfr‘_rn and the
products derived from it. This will include the establishment and con-
tinued review of appropriate procedures, consistent with United State
policy interests, for the release of the satellite 1ntelhﬂ'ence product or
mforma..:.on derived from it to foreign governments.

SECRET/SENSITIVE
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

. November 16, 1973

NOTE TO:

‘The attached encompasses many' of the

suggestions I've received concerning the
earlier draft on this subject; and I'would
like to have your final comments and/or
concurrence.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: - The Secretary of the Interior
T Y The Stcretary of Agriculturc
The Sccretary of Commerce
Administrator, NWational Aeronautics -
and Space Administration
Director, Office of Management and Budget
Director, Central Intelligence Agency
The Chicf of Engineers, United States Army

SUBJECT: Civil Use of Classified Reconnaissance
Systems, Technologies, and Products

The ARGO program was initiated in 1967 by the President's Science |

Adviser‘ for the purpose of testing, on a 1imited-baéis,_ the utility of ]
classifiéd r;ecoﬁnaissance préducts‘as a'tool in garth résdurce ésse.ssment.
;I'hese tests, which were incidental to regular operations, gave results
sufficiently gncouraging that an interagency ARGO Stee.r-ing Committee

was estab_lis.hevd to facilitate expanded civil use of thesne .glaé.sified dz:ta

and systems. In the succeéding period a numberrof px:'oj.ec'ts Wé;:e
-successfully carriéd out. .

"Experience has shown, however, that if these con’_cei:»té ére to be put
,inrto action on a considerably '-bi'oader and more operatior_lal basis, _é. routine
mechanism, not availa;b_le now via ARGO, isf required f;;o rc::ccive,- evaluatc
and #ssisf in satisfying requests for new data. The pr;eséz;zt ARGO structul;e

is also obsolete with regard Vto‘ membership, .and:. furthermére,- with the

advent of the Interagéncy Coordina‘ti.ng Committée for the Earth Reso.urces
.Survey Program (iCCERSP), the necessity of direct Exéc;xtive Officé )
- involvement 13 nor longer evident, | . 7 - 3 a

SECRET/SENSITIVE/XNGDS/RY AUTH HENRY A. KISSINGER
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. To move the concepts of ARGO toward greater realization and to

)

update the ovganizational structure, the following actions are being taken.
The Director of the Office of Management and Dudget is requested to

charge the Executive Comnittee of ICCERSP with the rcspohsibility

to stimulate and facilitate the experimental exploitation of remote
sensing by classified sensor systems, and to coordinate.the in-

corporation of classified reconnaissance technology in performance |

[ 4

of the ERS function.,

The Secretary of the Interior is reciuested to form a Civil Applications

%
.

Panel which will receive, evaluate, consolidate, standardize,

prioritize and transmit to the Chairman ef COMIREX all requests for

te

classified reconnaissance data from,civil community. The Panel

will 'supply information tj.o the civil users.so .th:at they may knowledgabl
" formulate their requests, and will assist m reachi-‘ng‘ compromises
between réquests and capabilities. .The Panel “:rill acé as the inter-
face between civil users 2nd the intelligence collectors, recognizing
fhat the Director of Central Intelligence ;ﬁll not be iﬁvolved in
judgments concerning civil users nee.ds or priorities anci that

collection for this purpose will remain incidental to foreign intelli-

A : B \
gence collection. The Panel will be chaired by the representative of
the Department of the Interior and will consist of representatives of

the Department of Agricg}tufe and Commerce, the Corps of

Engineers, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

Membership can be expanded at the ‘di.scretion of the P.ancl.

3

SECRET/SENSITIVE/XNGDS/BY AT HENRY A, KISSINGER
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—-- The Director of Central Intelligence will designate a representative
« o .

v .

to serve ex officio on the Executive Committec of the ICCERS’P

and the Civil Applicﬁtions Panel for the purpose of liaison with the
intelligence cornmu_nity,l as well a.é fo assistin plaz.x_ning, to address
issues connected with th‘e use of classified material, dnd to
facilitate the acquisition of clearances for users. Since the civil
utility of-data is enhanced if unclassifed, r?he DCI's representative
will be an.intermediary on questions of th?. release of derived |
in.forr_n;'ation. |

Y

.- The ARGO Steering Committee is abolished. T

Henry A. Kissinger

.cc: Distribution list to be added at the time of final classification of this

document.

«
»
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