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II. Factors Bearing on the Deolsisn to Join Party

LW the basic fastor in the formation of a firm atti--C< UM
tude ¢ su among the mature and settled members of society in Poland
today is the individusl'’s own charaster whioh was shaped to a considerable extent

~_during the person’'s childhood and youth. Depending on the age of the individus®
such development may have oscurred in am °0X1-HUM
extraordinary war situstien or dwring any part of the pest-war communist period.
Under either of these eircumstanees various other influénces als0 played an
important role in shaping character. All of these fabtors had an cffect on the
individual’s attitudes, sinee they tended to acoentiate strength or weaknesses

or a willingness te vaeillate and sempromise. Today the ultimate decision mede
bymhumutuugxummmormwwmwgommm
depends largely upon his ability te withstand the powerful material and psycholo-
gical pressures which somti te be exartsd on him. For many middle-aged or
older Poles such a decisien further complicated ¥§ the ros¥ization that not Pnly
are they psrsonallyaffected togather with their entire families, but also at
stm“mmumnmmmmutuamml indusement for
them to adapt their ideals and beliefs o the so-calisd "present day reality®.

In the final analysis, the intemsity of the persenb desire to adhere to his
personal principles and his willingness to make sasrifices for these astually
determine his ultimate course of asticn.

In the case of the average Pelish youth who had not been exposed to the pre-
1939 religious or patriotie indctrinsting,: additional fastors come into S
pPlay because his charaster is still in the prosess of being formed. Here the
question is what influences are astually brought inte action in this process, 50X1-HUM
and how they melt together. The family, the church, and ths scheol all play an
important part in the development of today's Polish youth. Anti-commmist ts
with stronz orinainles ingtill meny of their beliefs into their ohildren. :

Wthn church as a factor exerts its influence not only diroctlr,f
during church attendance and through the elsrgy, but also to a great extent through
the child's mother. While the father is frequently fully engrossed in the basioz vy LM
problem of making a living, the mother is in & position and has the interest and
active desire to pass on her religicus beliefs.
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| the strengest

“prastisal influense of the achools esomes not so mash from the personality and
appodoh of one teacher or snsther, but rather frem the general orientation of

the swrriculum and the entire scademie program. the youth ¢:50X1-HUM
Poland today a2 @ ssmewhat wmsontrelled element in acciety. Their attitudes and
belavior are not based en oriemtation toward.ths East or Wests they are simply

& confused product of presemt Polish society and its materialistis realities.

In the mindscof young peeple; the sommmnist education and evvironment,with their
limited scope and perspestive, are mixed with a desirs for Western material

goods and meral values, and a gemeral lenging for a better life. Young ayw.o

Poles know that people in the West, old and young, live better, but they de net
understand why or how they schieved such higher standards. The idea that this is

the result of imdustrieusmess and hard work is difficult for them to aseept betmuse
they know that identisal application in Poland does not produse similar results.

In addition, the indostrination which they reseived from their tcachers tends te
instill in each student a more or less predetermined attitude toward Western

youth. As a result of lack of possibility for improvement, the young Poles have

lost practically all initiative and ambition se that today they bave reached a
state in whish they are umsble to give of themselves in order to help txuulm. ~
At preseat the ultimate pn for th- young Pols is to find a gzood "position™ N
not a Job but literally a "position) from whioh, in addition to a nominal ulm

the incumbent can cbtain fringe banefits in the form of hou.singg prestige, and,

abeve all, an opportunity to supplement his income through "private” transactioms.

lack of parental eentrol is a strong factor in the development of the

mterialistie attitude of Polish youth, Ths relaxation of discipline is consider-
ably mere prencunced among the families ef intellectuals than it iz awong those
of workers. The latter tend to depend upon each other rore closely and as a
consequence, perental influense as well as that of the Catholie chursh is more
rronounced. In sush an environmeat individusl ideals and principles have a bhet- :
ter opportunity t¢ survive and develop. Beyond this limited family and religious ¢
influence,| ne counter force which would tend to curb the
wildness of present-day youth im Feland. Even though varieus clmrch, Wﬁ'—"f5ox1 "HUM
other elsments in Poland have their own ideas as to what should be done,

naver jexistence of any definite program directed
towards an alleviaticn of ths problem. 4 50X1-HUM

| western influence is defimitely felt in Peland teday.
This is perhaps most strongly imparted through the insreasing flow of m"lsox1 HUM
and ‘visitors in both direotions, and through western participation in events
sush as the. Posnan Fair, - On the ther hand, ks minimizes the effect of western

radio because of its technioal I1utitatiems, | \

\ | Western broadcasts never came in clearly, and it was
necessary to atrain and devote full attention to hear them. |
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Basie and important changes ococurred in Polish radio and television propaganda
after October 1956. Up to the political upheaval, news and related proghams had
been dull, and it was easy to distinguish truth from falsehood. After 1956, how- S0X1-HUM
ever, the quality of news i ved considerably. All facts presented over
was also made more interesting. The. propaganda was injected ..:vo the comments on
the news. Even though the interpretations were slanted and were subjective, this
was done in such a clever and sophistiocated way that it was almost unrecognizable
to the average listener. In sddition, new coumentators appeared: well-known, ex-
perienced, topflight news analysts, with highly professional sppearance and delivery.
When they discussed a topic, 1t was difficult not to believe them implicitly. Propa-~
ganda of this type had not existed before in Poland, and it naturally had a strong
influence - particularly on young people and those with little knowledge about the

West or those who had no basis fer making comparisons. |analysts
of this new group 50X1-HUM

PODKOWINSKI, Marian: On telewisign.

WOJCIcg(Ig fnus_ On telavision.

JASZUNSKI. Zbisniew: On television. |

9,

BRONJAREK, fnus On radic and television.

\all four of these analysts reported many true facts, and

their commentary wuwggmqummmmﬁ

and the lies began.
50X1-HUM

There is one additional faotor which has a powerful psychological impact upon
the attitude of Poles toward commmism. Even though this concerns perticularly the
younger pecple, it does not exclude many of the older elements as well. This is the
faot of the status quo, the fact that the present regime has been in the saddle for
some 15 years and shows no signs of relinquishing its power. It is becoming more and
more difficult to think of the present situation as being either extraordinary or
texporary. People are settled in their jJobs and they have become accustomed to their
homes and apartments. Children g¢'to school, they graduate, and as they mature they
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begin work, get merried, and in tum have children, and they die - all im a natwral
way. At present thers is a whole mew gsneration of Poles who have known nothing
but commmism; they may not be happy with 1{t, but they have no basis for comparisen
with other systens. In the face of this continued routine flow of life, any osurse
but accormedation becomes difficult.

IIX. fect of Jo: Party on vidual Attitude on Persconal

Bce1a) Relationships 50X1-HUM

once a man Joins
LWKWW %o talk with him sgain as one did before. He

becomss a different person;irrespective of the closeness of formesr frisndship or
the motives fer joiming the Party, the relstionshin batween the twe in . 50X1-HUM
must wndergo a change. ;

‘.‘..

at present it is rare for a person to velunteer for

oembership. Today such astion would be regarded with considerable susploien.
In 1961 the normal way for a psrsea te join PZFR is by invitation. Once the new
member begins to attend party mestings, he is assigned specific tasks. For example,.
this may involve visiting a certain village onte a month to explain to the peasants |
why they should join a collestive. On the surface it appears that# invitation to
Join the Party is not a command, and the prospective candidate may refuse. Even
though nothing spseific actually sscurs, the person who rejected the invitation im ]
able to observe as time goss on that his career does not advance. When he COMpDATSS '
his progreas at work with the careers of hi 2 : .
he finds that e 18 vegatating in his job. : -

Iv. Mho Joins the Party and Why ‘ 50X1-HUM

Some Poles join the Party becauss they believe in communism; most of these )
come from the worker-class. Since they come from the lower educational and econofi
48; levels with a narrower outlook than the intelligentsia, these individuals are
more inclined te believe commmnist propaganda and to follow party slogans. Most
of the people in this category are young men, under 30,who can make comparisens
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between coimnmism and other systems of government only on the basis of what they

may have read. Nost of these workers are impressed when in response to the p::ty

propaganda they have intensified nh.n- y_tffort.n and in return are rewarded wi )

an invitation to jJoin the PEFR. Sincé many are active people, and the Party pm_.5OX1 HUM
vides an outlet for their energy, they are all the more inelined to ascept the invi-

‘befere 1939 In the town of Konskie, in south-central Folend,

there were threo fastories empleying & total of sowe 2800 workers. Both living and
working conditions in this area were such that they provided fertile ground for
conmmism to spread, and many of the workers not only belonged to the Party, but

they were also genuine ideological sympathizers. After 1945, however, 90% of these
worksrs completely lost their interest in commnisn when they saw it in action.

The present FZMR membership in this area is made upprimarily of young men; most of
the activists coume from the renks of former partisans or the employees of the fecurity
Serviee (U.B.).

| the overall percentage of PZPR members is highest 50X1-HUM
smong the intelligentaia, next come the workers, and finally the peasants. Of all
the members of the intelligentsia who Join the Party, less than one per cent do so°0X1-HUM
for ideological reasens. All of the others are opportunists of cne ¢ or another;
their primary inducement for Jjoining the Party is material advaniage.
such people as being at a relatively low intellectual and moral level,

the national average. VWhen faced with a schoise of principle versus 50X1-HUM
material advantage, such persons susoumb to the lat ac ra.
strength, perzonal integrity er ethical standards. 50X1-HUM
the exeessive use of alcohol, the drinking of which is encouraged by the low cost B
of vedka, also plays a role in this process of moral degeneration.
the pereentage of habitusl heavy drinkers is much higher smong FZPR members then 5y 11\
among non-party pseple, and observes that, in some respects, the excessive use of
alechel has almost become a way of life in Poland today. Among the intelligentsia,
the most likely to join the Party are those who work in enterprises and institutes,
a8 opposed to the mere independent professional men like doetors and dentists.
Lawyers partially fall into this latiter sategory, although many work in eooperatives.
Many people in the scientifie and academic field jJoined the PZPR in the early 1930's
because of the high demand for psrsonnel to staff the inoreasing number of new and
enlarged highsr educational institutioms. At that time the Party offered pmofessor-
ships and other senior academic positiens to individuals whose actual training could
never have qualified them fer such posts. ' Engineers and.teclnicians who were party
members becams heads of university. departments. In more recent years, however. as
thess posts became filled, the nuntér of scisntists and academicians who were promoted throug]
Joining the PZFR has decreased conziderably.

‘ ‘th'r' are why an indivicual may 50X1-HUM
Join the PZFR, ' list effort to bring out those
factors vhiol | most impo . Today & Pole may be-
eome 2 communist because ofs 50X1-HUM

A. The posaibility ®r Job and prefessional advancement. Although the non-
party man can advanse in his eareer, certain posts are not open to him and his pro-
gress in general is aslower than that of the party member. In a factory, for exemple,
the chief englneer can be & non-party man, but the director cannot.

A
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B. Possibility for advancement for the man with low or medioere qualifications
and ability. Whereas the non-party man of this type is distinotly limited, the
party member can advance in position well beyomd his professional ability. A
medioore engineer can attain a position netting him the same salary as a skilled
non-party enginser. Such a man in academic life will be selected as director of
& department in a university over a non-party man with better qualifications.

C. Privileges and perquisites that aceompany party membership; better housing,
edusational opportunities for ohi_ldrcn,, increased pension on retirement, etc.

D. A desire to partiscipate and have a voice in the government. This is im-
possible from outside the Party. Some people who are geanuinely interested in help-
ing their countrymen actually join the Party because they feel that only as commmists
they can be in a position to help others.

E. Personal smbition and desire for status. This factor is most common with
younger men.

F. (Valid principally up to 1953:54) A desire to conceal something in past
life - oclass origin, professicn, crime, pre-war political activities, wartime collab-
woation with the Gersans.

G. (Applicable particularly to those who jJoined the Party in the immediate

post-Stalin period) Coercion or fear of the future im to seek the protec-
tion and security offered by party membership. many of these
individuals are astually strongly _anti-communist at hsart. 50X1-HUM
‘wtiéilly speaking. religion is not necmassrilw g 50X1-HUM
rrent for a man to join the Party. \

V. Party lessons from Church History
50X1-HUM

\ ‘conmpom commmise has adorted and learned a great
deal Trom the Catholic Church insofar as
serned.

wne system, or at least its principles of control, are based
on 2000 years of experience and are well tested and proven. These principles are 50X1-HUM
the following:

A. There can be but one basis truth with no variations permitted.

B. There is a special professional sore (the slergy or the party professionals)
mnurmtthiutrmthmmnthnsmtimsmethninwutsofthomling
or contrelling pewer.
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C. Basic questions are decided by elders, who in their earlier life have been
thoroughly tried and proven.

D. The principle of a strong bing!ing dioiplino obtains.

E. Women have no voice in major affairs. after 50X1-HUM
40 yoars of socialism, thare had to be at least one Furtseva for show purposes.)

F. The transmission mechanism connecting the ehurch with the masses is the
same as the one utilized by the commumists to reach the people. In the former case
this role is played by the variocus church organizations; in the latter, by the
trade unions, youth organisations, the women's organizations and in Poland the 50X1-HUM
Peasant and Demosratic Parties. specifically excluied the PAX organiza-
tion and various techmical o zatiens.

g. |

50X1-HUM

i _ [the political police must
again increase because it is ouon_tigllte the sontinuance of the commmist system.

H. The universality of both schurch and commmism, i.e., the fact that they are
not limited to one or a few countries, but are world-wide in scope. \

I. The individual is insignifieant compared with the idea. 50X1-HUM

J. The oconsept of working for the future; in the church, for future salvation
and future life; in commumism, for future ideal socialist state.
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