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THE LAW OF POPULATION UNDER SOCIALISM AND THE

POPULATION PROBLEM OF CHINA
by

Chang P'ei-kang, Mao Kang and Hu Chin-chieh

In the past several years, birth control has become a pressing

‘need for a large number of the industrial and white collar workers of the

nation and for some of the farmers. The Party and the Government support this
ngeﬂ of the masses, and they have repeatedly explained how birth control, under
present historial conditionz ,benefits the nation, the family, and the new

generation. They have approved proper birth control methods and have further-

more appointed ormizatiou which are concerned with the problem to organize

teams for the study of birth control and suggested some methods to implement

birth control work.

. We advocate suitsble birth control. This is,however, something

'enti.uly different from Malthusianism. The basic poimt of Malthusisnism 1is

vtlut' the rate of increase of the productioﬁ of the means of subsistence never

catches up with the rate of increase of the 'populatio.a. The actual experience
of this nation has proved the error of this conelusiolif For this reason, it
is not without practical meaning to criticize the "Population Theory" of
Malthus and his followers, expose its erroneous and reactionary nature, and
furthermore, to explain and study socialist population law and its function,
in the hope of grasping correctly the presemnt population prﬁblei of this

country as well as the facts of birth control.
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~ I. A Critique of Malthusianism

In 1793, Malthus, an English clergyman, published "An kssay on
Populationo% Melthus' esssy on population was produced under the following
ﬁistorical conditions. At that time in Englend, the Industrial Revolutdion
had already begun. Along with the formetlon end development of mass production
under capitalist conditions, part of the vorkers o ha:l been supplanteé by
machines having been expelled from industmybweré forced to form an industrial
reserve arwy. BRecause of the development of cepitalism, the position of the
vorkers daily grew worse and the wrking class masses dally grew poorer. e
the same time as capitalist mss industry developed, the position of bankrupt
artisans also grew warse, and they too swelled the columms of the great ermy
of the unemployed. All of these factors caused an inerease in the poverty of
the proletarians and led to thelr dissatisfaction ﬁith and opposition to the
capitalist class. Malthus, vho served the interests of the exploiting classes,
attemoted to deccive the proletarians and defend the capitalist syster, and
therefore he nroposed his "Principles of Population" for this purpese.

According to Telthus' so-called "Law of Populatdon,® popul:tion
increases according to & geometric rate, doubling each twenty-five years while
the neans of subsistence only increases ab an syithmetlic rate. Because the
rate of increase of these & factors is not similar, the average amount of
what each person gets of the reans of subsistence becomes less and less.

Jalthus thousht that in any socieby, no ratier what its economie
structure, populstion was generally on & level with the suprly of the meens of
subsistence. Vhen throush multivlication, the population bezan 0 exceed this -

level, then, because of the impect of many indirect checks {var, natural
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calamities, crime) the population would return to this level, and these
indirect checks in turn arose from the insufficiemcy of the means of
subsistence.

- Malthus also comsidered ﬁhat because of the controlling function of
this "Law of Population," human society must have poverty and crime. Poverty
is the absolutely certain result of this law, and crime to a very large
extent is its creation...The major common reason for poverty is seldom or
almost mever whether the distrihution of wealth is just, or whether rich

people have the obligation to supply working p#eojale with work and sustenance

1 yot fail to do so. The reasom is that working people, materially speaking,

do not have the right to demand this or that item from rich people. | These
main "truths" are all bued' on his theory and derived from "The Law of
Population."” ‘

Malthus further thought that there were just two methods of preventing
"surplus" population. The first one was f:l;atk of natural limitations, namely,
war and natural calamities as well as all “th_o other factors which act to
increase the death rate. The second was that of preventive checks which
depressed the birth rate and which were also called "moral" methods of
limitation. As an actual government policy, Malthus préposed that nations
should not recognize the right of the poor to sﬁccor, end furthermore, that
they should abolish "Poor Laws." He therefore thought that the poverty of
the poor should be the responsibility of the poor, and that relief should not
be given them in ordof to avoid population increase. The foregoing are the
principles of Malthus' "Theory of Population.” |

Marx and Engels long ago refuted Malthus' " Theory of Pépulation"
vhich whitewashed the true reasons .for poverty and unenéloyicnt under the |

capitalist system, and this "theory" must also be declared bankrupt when
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confronted by the foets of cubsequent coelal and ecomcmie devalopmimt.
Mnlchus ooy his "law of Populatien” as ca etoxmal maturol lowg net only
im the semso thot im ony historlenl period human socioty Eust bo comntrellad
by this iaw amd givo rise to povarty, sickmess and eximo, but thot ovea tha
world of plemts cnd amimnls 18 mccessarily coatrolled by this "loer,” Cthe
eperaticen of which glves rise o o vaste of soed, parasitos and infectlioms a8
well o8 carly decth. Aecording to this way of thiaking, 1t vould sced that
poverty in lifé ie wot detormimed by seelal cystens but is iﬁgaeaé deterfned
by gm.o@@rmal pRacw éﬁ noture ord &ﬁat it 18 completely meamfingless and
irpossible Lor peopla to gstrugnie agmi@@@'thﬂs p¥av
@hclmeal purpese of this theory is, of coursq, O @ef@m@ tho copdtalist
gystem. The methedology on which i@ i3 based, moreever, 18 netophysieal
and lncorreet, Xt is lomg simee Matx p@imt@d out thots "Every particulor
histeorical code of production has ﬁ@e o) séccﬁal lows of p@pmlaei@@,wé
We cam elearly tell that 1 there were mot concealed deceptiom here, thera
would mot be any etormal "Law of Populotion” applicable both to tho natueal
world cnd to humam society. Ilomg bofore the ocdvent of Marx's Copienl,

Engels had eritieized Malthus! “Fheory of Population” im Cutlimes of g

Critigue ef Politicol Esopomy which he wrote ia 1846 while still o youth,
by soying thaﬁ chis "theory" was a Christiam *ecomomic exprossion of degma”
and was a sert of Mnforous and vile dsctrime.” Engels alse said that 48
we go along &ith.&h@ advacates of this doctrime, "them we have to recognize
that the earth Qas alreudy overpopulated éhe@ only one =am exia@eéa"éy%

He kpow that theoze exists iw capitalict secletics what is called

vpelative suxplus population.’ Such relative surplus populations are formed
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the 12w of copliaiist ascummlation. The incresse in production under the
capltalist system is accompanied by growth in the orgenic composition of
capital, But the demand for labor (nﬁﬁbers of parsons employed) is not
determined by total capital but is instead determined only by the verieble
part of that capital. As Yechnology cdvances the variable part of tobal
capital desreases relative to constent capital, Therefove, along with the
asowinlation of cepital and the incredss in the organic structure of capital,
the demand for labor declines reélatively even though the totel number of
persons in the proletariat increases with the result that some workers ewe
unable to find work and clearly seem surplus, These workers constitute

what is called "relative surplus population®, That portion of workers throy:
ovt of pro&ucﬁi@m comprises the industrial regerve crigfo--the arsy of the
unemployed, "The relative mwass of the industzrizl ressrve arwy increases
therefore with the potentiel energy of wealih., But the greatver this reserves
ery in proportion to the active lsber<twmy, theo greeater is the mags of a
consclidoted surplus-populaticn, whose misery is in inverse ratio to ity
torment of labor,..This is the absoluts general lev of capitelist ascumulos
ﬁi@ﬂowg/%Th@ general law of cepitalist eccumilation is the lay of the age
curnlation of wealth at ocne pole and the ascumlatica of poverty at the othowra
The a@cummla%&cn of capital woans the enlargement of the proletsriaby the
developmental process of caplielism is thegrocess of rolative and sbsolute
Ispoverishmant of the proletariat. We cen see clearly from the foregoing what
in cepitelist society, the reason for the poverdy of the laboring masses io
not @ "law of popwlaticn wnlch has the nature of am eterasd matwral. lows,

but 18 the capitalist systeam Ltself,
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then Marx was studying the production methods of capitalism as
well as ite corresponding production relations, he wound up discovering the
law of population under capitalism which he exnressed as follows: "with the
magnitude of social capital already functioning, and the degrec of its increase,
with the extension of the scale of production, and the —ass of the labourers
set in motion, with the development of the produc ivencss of taeir labour,
with the greater breadth and Tullaess of all =ources of wealth, there is also
an extension of the scale on which  re:bter attreoilion of labararsa hy cepital
is accompanicd by their ;reeter rcovulsicin; Lhe ronidity of the chaage in the
arganic composition of canitsl, and in its technicsl form inercuscs, and an
increasing number of spheres of -roduetion Lecome involved in this chare,
now simultaneously, now altemately. The laveuring population,therefore,
produces along with the accumdstian of canital »roduced by it, the meens
by which itself is ade reletively superfluous, is tizncd into a relative
surplus population; aand it dors this {0 an always incressing extent. 6 ’1’213
is the law of population peail.s to the capitelist mode of nroduction. The

Textbook of Political l'canomy has in turn «xviressod ihis law in simple terms as

folliws: "In cupitalist society, vhile capital aecwwulates and the wealth of
the society increases, some working people must inevitably Lecome surplus.
They are consequently dropped from production, impeverished and brought close
to hunger. The law of population wnder ca italism is the product of the
production relations of capitalist so ciety."'z/

The basic point of Malthus' law of population was that the rate of
increase in the nroduction of the wans of subsistance uill rever catch up

with the rate of incresse of the popul: tion,end so he bases his argument on

the "law of diminisaing returns from the land." Rut the "law of diminishing
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return from the land" has no real basis, because it slights technological
advance, scientific invention and the increase in the productive power of
society. Lenin long ago pointed out that the law of diminishing returns from
the land is.decidedly not applicable at a Juncture when techrology is in the
process of advance, and production methods are in process of revolution.gl
Even among capitalist economists there are some who recegnize and understand
this point. For example, E. Roll, having criticized Malthus' “Theqty-of
Population," said, " as a dynamic principle, the law of diminishing returns
from the land has obviously been overthrown. Its place in modern economics
can only be considered as a law of the ideal state of static equilibrium."gl
Becsuse of the failure of thair thaoratical bases, Malthus® "Theory of
Population”" and Ricardo's "Theory of Change of Differential Land Valuea"
have no foundation whatever.

The facts of the development of social-ecomsmics exumplify the error
of Malthus' "Theoxy of Population." The statistical materials of certain
capitalist nations show that not only does populafion not inmcrease according
to géometric progression, but that it does not increase one-fold iﬁ twenty-
five yeara. The 1ncreaseﬁo£ production moreover does not fall behind increase
of population. On the contrary, it exceeds the increase of population. Take
America as an example. If we consider 1899 to be 100, from then up to‘1939
the 75% total population growth, the 87% rise in the numbers of employed
Qorkers and the 2477% increase of industrial production represent almost
three-fold increase. Production increased 99% per employed worker.lg/

The periodic economic crises of capitalist society are even more clearly

contfadictory ‘to Malthus' "theory." Production surpluses appear
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dueing periods of econosile crisis and large quantitles of commercial zoods
gtul? waeehouses and canaot be put into civculation;, to the point where
capitalists, for the seke cf maintaining wages and prices pitilessly thyow
large quentities of commercial roods into the sea or burn them, while &t the
some time o lavge muwber of wnemployed exist who are unsble to £ind foodo

I 48 cbvicus that wader these clrcumsiances o population suzeplums comeb in
ony woy eplain olther the lack of means of subsistence o the poverty strlclen
WLe of the laboring m2ssed.

The seeialist construstion experience of Russia, Chira ond the other
P@@pl@“é Republics proves the bankruptey of Melthus' f“population theery® to
an even @?@@‘i‘:@? degres. Ve have alrewdy sean and, wmorcover, personfldldy ax-
pericnced the foet that in nations which have overthrowm the exploitative
sle of the landlord and @&pi;@&l‘.;at classes, no watier whether they heve
adrosdy censtructed socialism or are just la the process of paseing into
seelelicn, the matericl welfsre of the laboring wasses has continucusly
wigen and unerployment and poverty, now graduslly disappeering, will covoriuale
ly be oliminated. This circumstence still more f@mefuliy aplaing The
Last that the poverty and unemploymsnb of the working elasses susb hove beea
produced by the ceplitalist system itself and is definitely nob, as Mald thua
had theorized, produced by an etornal law of population.

Melthus! “Theory of Pepulation® has beenm widely used vo cdvonce the
defence of p@vérty end crime wnder capitalism as well as the aggresgive acts
o f&sﬂsﬁ.@t imperielism, In the latler half of the 19th ceatuxy, Neoomlthusianu
igts succasdsd Yo Malthus! theory and forcefully maintaincd that poverty and

wenployment in the worldng class were twroccuble o orror en the pard of o
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working peoples they had multiplied themselves too fast. Neowtialthusianists
went further and announced that working people must reform their way of live
ing, that is, they should practice birth control.

Prior %o the Second World Wer, German Fascism and Jepanese militerism
both usged Melthus! "theory® to justify and whitewesh thelr own aggressive
policies. They ebsurdly maintained thet in thelr nations there existed ab-
solute population surpluses, land deficiency and insuffieciency of the means
of subsistence, so that only by expending living space, teking avay other
potions! lend, slaughtering other nations! peoples and particularly by des-
troying inferior races could they get rid of their national Wpopﬁlation
@urpluseaan

Teday, the apologists of Americen monopolistic capital also use
Mal.thust veactionary theory to defend Amsrice’s expansionist policles and
preparations for the aggressive acts of World Wer IIT. For ezam@l@githe
Neo-Malthusianist Williem Vogt firmly meinteins that according to Malthusian
theory the world cem only sustain from 500,000,000 to 900,000,000 people,
hence the remainder ere all surplus population., He shamelessly maintains thatb
wer end famdine are good things because they reduce population., He says that
famine in China is not aaly suiteble but necessaxry, He also says that America’s
optimus popuwlation is 100,000,000 and that since Amcrica has already for
axceeded this nuider, its way out of the situétion lies in expanding living
spacs, stealing other nations? land and wiping oub the pecples of other nations.
He further proposes a new war im order to reduce the people of Ewrops, Africa
and Asia by one third or one half so that this reglon may becoma the colony
of American wonopolistic capital forever;%%/

We sust immediately uncover and sternly'expose the exror of the gene

erel use of Malthus! "Theory of Populetion" for the purpose of defending
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the econordce expansion of monopolistic capital and wers of imperiadist
aggression, !

In Old China there had been esrly research and theory on population
problems, As early as 1793, for example, in the Chlien Lung pericd of the
Chiing dynasty, five years sarlier than Melthus® "Theory of Population ,* .
the Ch'ien Lung Chin-Shih Hung Liengochi published his book on population
theory, the I-Yen, Hung Liang-chi also believe& that population growth
was likely to be faster than the growth of production, In his opinion,
moreover, population could in thirty years increase five fold and inm sty
years ten fold which is very much faster than the speed which Melthus estimat-
ed, He put it this ways "...im the time of great-great grendfather and
great gramdfather, wasteland was not yet completely developed and vacant
allotments not yet entirely oscupied, But tillable land today doss not
exceed the amount of such lamnd at that time by more then double or at most
three or five fold while the number of households and the size of the Pop=
ulation have increased tem or twénty fold, For this reason the number of
fields and houses are usually insufficient to the demand while populatien and
homgeholds ray often be superfluovs, There are, furthermore, ferdlies vhich
are ‘in possession of more than their share so that in fact each such fardly
mngy deprive hundreds of peoples of homes #nd lend, No wonder people die of
the wind and rain, from the frost and dew or of hunger and cold,®

In this way, the increase of population becomss a sort of populatien
pressure on goclety, How is the problem %o be solved? Hung Lieng=chi sug-
gested the following remedics, The first is the method of netural adjustmant.

9I¢ is asked, is there a method in nature? The answer 18, yes.
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drought, £leod and plague are nature's method of adjustment.'" EBut he
considered that matural limits to populatiom ere still mot emough. He said,
v these who dle from drought and £lood do met exceezd ome or two temths of
the population.” He therefore advocated a second course, the method of
government adjustment. He proposed that the Emperor and his ministers
orgenize the reclamation of wastelond and transfer some people, that they
decrense and lighten the lond tax and the poll tax, and if a natural disastex
occurs, to give appropriaste succor. Accordingly he sald,"...let there be

a0 fallow flelds im th2 countryside, and there will be no waused labor;
¢ramnsfer farmexs to live im the newly developed border laomds. Reduce the
c@mﬁlexity and the wel ht of taxes according to present conditioms and
eaxliérlpmeéedem&s, Forbid frivolous waste and reduce the comcemtration of
lord. 1f drought or pestilence occur, open the graimexies and relieve the
?e©plee This 1s all that is necessary." Buk, we cen see that the secomd
method is really not a method of limiting population increase, and trams-e
fefximg people does mo =ore them create an appropriate adjustment between

. veglons of population dzmsity and regloms of populatien éparsityp so from

the point of view of the whole natien gnd society, population is really mot
dacreased becanse of this. Lighteming taxes and relieving natural disasters,
on the comtrary, soften the action of matural checks to the population and
can only reimforce factors which imcrease populatiom. We can, therefore, see
that for the purp@ée of solving populatien problems, there are seme
inconsistencies in Hung Lisng-chi's theory. This is, however, mot comparable
to Malthus who although more plausible and comsistent, formed @ misamthropic,

anti-scientific theory.
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Although Iong Liapg-chl erred in his cstimation of populatiaa
grath and producticn insrvease, and fazlso,, the method of government adjvgimoat
which he proposed was not ths wmathod fer adjusting the increase of populstion
which he bed imagived siues 4% was viddied with imconsistensies, yob tho
golublons wnich ho propesed such ag lighteniup toxes aud woving pocple did
no% £all ‘éo be constructive and hwmanltariza sugpestions, A4b the save Gine
he couragecnsly uncovored the fach thab the frogquency with waleh pacple aded
from cold and lungoy ab that time was dwe ¢o deprivation of land, thet is,
1t wvag Whe rogull of a swall mwder of people usuviping avellsble produsiion
ngterlals and means of subsisitencs. chiéely bacause of this, there was
no orthedex [lalthuslon nilitewsy in Hung Iiang-chils theory of populatien
‘o be Joyfully snatehed by those who, in China apd cbroad, serve the aln
of oppressing, flescing and lciilmg working peapie.,

' The Influvence of Bung Ilang-chils @mozir on ocur owm scholerly
world vag nob vory yixoel. Gemuine lalthusionisn was Introduced into Chlna
on tha heels of ¢ho conmaricel. produets .@f Inporialism when Chins was
colenized at the end of ths Chling dynasty., As soén as (Rlthvg? populatian
thaosy roached Chima, theorists ab the Chiing court cstablished 1%, and uscd
1% %o deferd #ho wrivamely covupt govervment of that bimo, and made 3% tho
theorotical basis for the slsughter of the thon rleing revolutlonsry nasses.

By the e of the reactionesy Kuominbans govermment, thers waic
a feu gtholars studying population problaug, They teok over Malithug!?
theory evon nore sysuomaticelly end Lirmly maintalined that the xeason Low
povesty and confvsicn in Chlnose soeclety was the oxcess population of Chlna,
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Bren nare, come people eited ¥as wezslicvery theordes of Spapecr, Yhe

mgiish philosopher and soeiologist, £o that they cculd distort the meaning

of the ocencrdc and population problems of China of thet tims. They repeated
whot Spencer had said, #The lower liviag things are, the move fertile, the
higher they are, the less fertile, Therefore the fertility of mankind i Lar
less thma the Lertility of the lowsr enimals, end the fertdlity of culbured
people in turm 3is loss them the fertility of wwlger peopls.® Therefore he
considared that "the higher the birth rete of a naticn, the lower the stendard
of Yiving of its people end the wecker its economys the lower its cul bural
levelo® They based themselves on this when they theorized ebout Chinals
populaticn problems end maintained that, "slthough we depend cn high fertdlity
%o keep the populatden from exbinction given our naticals extremely high birth
rate, yeb high birth and death raies are the reason why Chinals preseat governe
man® 1 off the treck, the economic sibuation &@tariw&%ing; and espaelelly
the reesen Lor the cruel adjustments of famine, fleod, war and pestilence.
Simee the food problem is a population problem, we therefore hepe to adophb

the fundemenial methods of selective warrisge and birth contrel in oxder
ivprove the quality of the pop‘tﬂatiomom%z Follouing this “theery,? scmz gtudonts
even vwend g0 far as to svggest thet the best thing for China’s populaiden
problen wowld be to dosreosy Ourther somerhat the huge vopulation of thob
tims. What hes been said above represents the opinions of cne group of
population theorists in 01d GM@OQ/I'B is very clesy that these theories are
all expanded second editions of Melthusisnism and Neco-Melthusianism, Toey

2ll distort the ceuse of China’s sosiel poverlty end st the least, advance

the defense of the exploitabive rule of the feudal compradore claas’zam‘l

imperialist aggression on China im the old Chinese soscial system.
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Tho Laur of Population Under Socialism and Its Function

The substitution of new socialist production relationships for tho
former capitalist production relationships' de:nonstrates the fact that the
exploitativc rclationships of capitalist sconanic law have lost effoct., The
basic econanic law of modern capitalism has retired from the scens; the
genorel lay of capitalist acoumlation is no longer in operation. With the
birth and developrent of socialist production relationships; the basio
economic law of socialism, the law of planmncd and proporticnal dovelopment
of the nationnl econamy and ths general law of socialist accumulation, having
been initisted, began to dovelop furthor and onlarge in function.

The law of capitalist accumulation functions so as to cause the
wealth of the exploitative classes to grou, and to cause the unavoidablo
impoverishment of the laboring masses. Contrary to this, the law of socialist
accurmlation has fixnd the contimious incroasc of national wealth with one
part of nst income to be contimuously uscd to onlarge production in order t6
fulfil the daily increasing needs of the thole society. The function of the
law of socislist accumlation is both to increasc national uvealth and to
contimously raisc the lewel of the ma‘berdal and cultural life of the pooplo.

Under the socialist system, the law of population under capitalism
has now entirely lost effect; and the law of population under socialisw has
begun to function. The Textbook of Political lconamy compiled by the Leonenic

Nescarch Instituts of the Scviet Academy of Secione: as rzde tha Poilowin~

pronounoonent with respect to socialist population laws "The subustance of the
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dlaw of population under soclalism lies in the continucus end rapid growth

of population, the very high level of the meterial welfare of the people,

the very low morbidity and deeth rate and the simultaneous full and ratione
al utilization of those who oan uork."lé/;@ consider that this siagle pro-
nouncement expresses the chief characteristic of employment, the peoplets
livelihood and populetion change under the socialist system, but in some
respects these characteristics have not been stated with sufficient accuracy
or completeness, Aside from individual sentences not properly translated,
there are still some portions of the pronouncement which are not wholly com-
patible with actual ciroumstences, and there is an importgnt portion which
has not been stated, Rasing ourselves on the circumstances of population
changes in Russia in the soclalist construction process, and taking into account
the basic economic law of socialism as well as the influences ahd effects of
other economic lew, we have tentatively corrected and supplemented the pre-
viously quoted law of population under socialism. We sttempt to state this
corrected and supblcmented law as follows: "Under the condition of full and
rational utilization of those who can work, the level of the material and
cultural life of people will continuously and rapidly rise, the morbidity end
death rates of the population will rapidly fall to the point where they ap-
proach the very lowest limit set by physiological conditions, and from

rapid increase, population numbers will gradually level off to a stable rate
of growth, Under the premise of the elimination of urban-rural contradictions,
and contradictions between non-manual and msnusl labor, as'production develops
the proportion of urban populastion relative to rural population ad industrizil
workers relstive to farmers will gradually increase, and the grea' differences

between city and
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rural arcas and botueen non-mamal and mamual labor will gradually shrink,
This is tho substance of soclalist population law,”

(1) Socialist population law is first oxpressed in the fact that
those who ¢an worlc are fully employed and rationally utilized., This point,
moreover, is tho important characteristic and vory basis of tho law, The
Toxtboole of Political teonomy particularly strosses this aspect of the law
in the table of contents‘ of the original toxt of the Rusgian edition, and
this is basically correct. But the Chineso translation gives equal erphasis
both to this aspoct of the law, and to its other aspocts, hence the trans-
lation is not only crroncousg it cannot accuratoly express the original
meaning. For this roason we rocognize the necossity of malt corrections
basod on the implications of the original text of the Russian edition.

Soclalist population law as demonstrated specifically in this
aspect roveals the basic difference betweon it and capitalist population law
and jtheroforc,it rovoals the great superiority of the soclalist aystom. .

In capitalist nations, the army of thc wnemployed is an unavoidable
long tem follows traveler. Even now in Ariorica for example, the unemplayed
population i3 vhat has previously besn called the period of contimous
aconanic prosperity has still maintained its usual mmbers: in 1954 tho
figure was 3,230,000 persons; in 1955 it was 2,650,000 persons; and in 1956
it was 2,390,000 persons. The mmber of paople uho are semi-unemployed arc
not included in thoso figures.

Contrary to the capitalisi systomy tho nubar of indusirial and
white collar vorkers rmst unceasingly increase under the socialist system
because it has reformed production relations and eliminated or is just in the
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process of eliminating unemployment, and also becauso of the conti;mms
developront of its production. In 1928, tho mmber of industrial and whito
collar workers in Russia was 10,800,000 personssy by 1955 it had inoreased to
18,400,000 porsms, an averege yearly incroase of 1,100,000 persons. Unorie
ployment has boen clininated in the Sovist Union, In this country, because
the economy of traditional China was camplotcly baclamrd, the poople unusually
poor and the uncriployed and semi-unemployod population numerically pgroat, it
1s not entirely realistic to plan to wipe out uncriployment left over fran tho
old socisty in tho vory short period after the ostablishment of the peoplots
govermment. under the leadershlp of the worl:ing class. But we can ssy
positively that with our country's economic recovery of the past three yoars
and the irplomontation of the First Five Year Plan, unemployment is by now in
the process of being gradually reduced and the murber of emplayed white collar
and industrial worlzers increasges conspicuously cvery year. Asids from the
farm population and un=collectivized hand-ocraft workers, small nerchants,
peddlars and so forth who are not estimated, the mumber of industrial and
white collar vorkers in this country was 21,020,000 persons in 1952, Basod
on our First Five Year Plan and the accampanying dovelopment of econonic and
cultural affairs, it is ostimated that by 1957 the figurc will increase to
25,240,000, an avorsgo yearly increase of 80,000 persans, The implementation
of the Plan rosulted in a far greator inereass in actual over planned mumbors
by 1956, and in fact, the figure mcreasec;irnorc than 2,200,000 industrial and
white eollar voriors cach year. If we includc those 600,007 ey’ ais in tma*n
Ing classes and in sccondary industrial schools on national scholarships, thon
the figure 1§or tho vhole country has increascd by more than 2,800,000 persons

each year,
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(2) sSocialist population law is demonstrated secondly in tho fact
of the contimious and speady rise in the lewvel of the matarial and éultural
life of the pcople, In terms of national incane, the total amount {:of the
Soviet national incame in 195k vhen estimatcd in relation to comparable
prices, is tiicc as larpe as in 1945, ten times as largs as in 1929 and
fourteen tinmes as large as in 1913, On the other hand, the total amount of
the American national income when similarly estinated according to émparable
prices, increased 127 over 1945 But only approachos double that of i929° Ir
ono considers the factor of the distribution of national income, because in
Amorica the anount of the partion which tho capitalist class gots s far
greater than that of the working cless and other laboring people, the rate of
increase in the incorne of the former class is also greater than that of the
Jatter class, hence the speed of the increase of the total amount of income
of the majority laboring masses can even less rcach the above cited figuros,
In terms of wapes, the actual wapes of white collar and industrial wor'ters
increased 71;,’3 in the Scviet Union betwsen 1940 and 1954, If the yearly
inorease in expenditure going to facilities for the cultural and .social 1lifo
of tho nationis people is added to the abowc fipures then the gross income
of industrial and vhite collar warkers doublod in this period, If 1954 is
compared with the year previous to the revolution, then the actual wages of
Soviet white collar and lndustr:lal vorkers inc;reased five times, No capitalist
nation can riatch this speed of increass in tho actual wages of Soviet industrial
and white collar workors.

In terms of conditions in this country, the average consmﬁption pev
person of tho nationt!s farmers, based on BUIvoys of the LEconomic Research
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Institute of tho Acadomy of Science of China, and ths statistics of the
National Bureau of Statistics, was 61.2 Yuan in 1936 (both these and the
following figures are estimated acocording to 1952 price levels), and the
avorage consunption of white collar and industrial workers of the nation

was 130 Yugn per person. From liberation to tho termination of the period

of econanie rocovery in 1952, the aversge conswption for farmers was 72 Yuan
P r porsan and for vhite collar and industrial workers it was 151 yuan, In
1956 this figurc wvas 81 Yuan for farmers and for vhite collar and industrial
workers 1t tas 179.6 Yuan per person. lie can soc from these figures that the
¥ vel of consumtion for white collar and industrial workers of the nation
has roughly risen 387 over 1936 which was the yoar previous to the Japanese
War, and 197 ovor 1952, the last year of tho rocovery period., Similarly,

the level of conswiption of farmers has risen about 32.3% botween 1936 and
1956 and was up roughly 12.57 over 1952, lhon ostimates are based on the
period botireon 1952 and 1956, tho level of consumption of vhite collar and
industrial veriors rosc an average L.lf} each year, while that of farmors

rose ¥, In tems of wages, similar conditions ocame to light. lages for
industrial and whitc collar workers were up 33.57 in 1956 over 1952, oxceeding
the indicated 33% wapgo inorease set by the First Five Year Plan, Evon if tho
factor of risc in tho price of certain camwoditios is omitted, tho actunl
wages of vhite collar and industrial workers hawvo still conspiocuously rison,
Comparing 1955 and 1952, cash wages :anreasad} 20,27, actual wages 127, oapare
ing 1952 and 1956, cash wages increascd 33.5; and actuval wages incroased 227.
If welfarc ald, social insurance; public paid 1iediecal oxponscs, social and
cultural facilitios and so on are added, the inorcase in gross incae of
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white collar and industrial woriters should oxooed tho previocusly stated
figures. |

(3) Socialist population law is yot again demonstrated in tho
fact that the morbidity and death retes of the population rapidly £all and
approach the loest limit set by physiological conditions, Under the
socialist systen, bocause the material welfare of peopls rapidly rises, and
sooial modical facilities are conspicuously irmroved, the morbidity and doath
rates of the population thorefore continmuously fall. The fall is rapid at
first and thon mredually approaches the lowost 1imit set by physiologioal
conditions, Tho great superiority of the socialist system is showm in this
vay. To oxplain tho characteristics and function of socialist population
law which are revealed in this respect, and its points of superiority to tho
capitalist systcn, we set forth in the tablo bolor the changed conditions
in death ratos of tho Soviet population fra: the :evolution to recent yoars,
with the change in death rates of the populations of major capitalist nations
for the samo pcriod.}é/

CHAMGE IN POPULATION! DUATII RATES

(Per 1,000)

Soviot Teat

Yoar Union America ngland France Gormany
1913 30,2 13.2 .2 17.7 1.8
1926 20.3 11.8 12,0 16.6 1.8
1951 9° 6 -~ Cmes - -
1953 90 o Lt L d C ) anenen
1951 8.9 w— o — -
R 0 1.7 12,2 10.3

8 T 8 er combor nsus,
figures for oach capitalist country refor to 1927-1928 censusos.
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 Sovoral things can be seen in the abovo table, First is the very
repid decline of tho Soviet death rate. In the pre-revolutionary Imperial
Russian poriod, the death rate was very highs 30 in 1913, After the
revolution and tho cstablishment of Soviet Russia, the death rete showod a
speedy doclinos in 1926 it deolined to 20, in 1940 to 18, in 1950 to 9.6 and
in 1955 to 8.}, Sccondly, no major capitalist nation is able to match this
rate of decline in death rate. In the prosrovolutionary year, 1913, the
death ré.tos of scvoral major capitalist nations tere roughly half that of
Imperial Russia, but after the revolution tho doath rate of tho Soviot
population specdily foll, while the death rates of several major capitalist
oountries fell very slowly, far slower than the Soviat rate. Thirdly, aftor
1953, the Sovict doath rate, aside fram the irportantly immigrant population
of Australia and llew Zea:la.nd,l7 is the lowost anmong the nations of ths vwarld.
In 1955, tho Soviot doath rate was further laworod to 8.4 and even now,
America, which has the lowest death rate among the above mentionsd several
major capitalist nations--estimated in 1955 to be 9.3==is still higher than
the Soviot Union. Tho superiority of the socialist system to capitalisn is
fully shoum in this respect.

Concerning the circumstances of socialist population law exprossed
in morbldity and death rates, our statemont and the statement of the Textbool
of Politioal Joonary is not ontirely the same, Tho statement of tho Taxtboolk
of Political soonay 18, "the morbidity and doath rates of the population aro
very lou," This sort of statement is right, but doesn't go far enmgl:: and
is not sufficiently acourate. This is beoause it does not rofer to/tondency
of the morbidity and death rates to change undor the socialist aystang
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moreover, since the wording "very low" is comparatively vsgue, there is no
reference to the conditions and standards on which it is based, In order
to supplement its deficiency in this respéct we correct it to read,: “the
morbidity and death rates of the population fall until they approaciih the
lower limit set by physiological conditions." This shows on the aie hand the
tendencies and cheracteristics of change in the death rate under the socialist
~system, and on the other hand, connects the limit of fall of the death
rate with the physiological conditions of a given period of human Qwietyo
It can be seen from the above table that the rate of decline in
the death rate of the de:let Union was comparatively rapid in the first
period of socialist construction, and that after 1950 it was comparatively
slow, This clearly means that the death rate of the Soviet Union has already
aprroached the lower limit set by the physiological couditions of a given
period of human society. People are not immortal hence the death z;hbe has
2 natural and physiological lower limit, But the lower limit which natural
and physiologiqal conditions set is in turn inseparable from social condi-
tions, As society develops, this lower limit itself will still continue to
fall because of improvement in the livelihood of people and the advance of
medical skill, but the more it falls the slower it falls, It is known that\
death rates and life expectancy are closely related so that the lower the
death rate the longer the life expectancy. Some people have discussed the
correlation of these two phenomona: "if the death rate is 35, the life
expectancy of the population is less than 30 yearss if the death rate is
20, 1ife expectancy will then be 50 years; if the death rate f£alls to 12,
1life expectancy is more than 8o yearse"‘"lg' The facts also show that there
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is a close relationship betﬁeen the death rate and iife expectancy but the
rise in 1life expectancy is not as large as stated above. Becauss the
available materials are limited we attempt to set forth the deati: rate and
life expsctancy for several countries below so that the zorrelation of these

19/
factors may be seen.

THE RELATIONSHIP of DFATH RATE and LTFE LXPrCTANCY

Year Tange ~—Country Death Nate TiTe Expectancy
1908-1912 India 32.8 &
1838-18L2 England 22.1 L1
1926 USSR 20.3 Ll
19031912 France 18.% 50
1903-1912 Germany 16.9 L9
1918-~-1922 America 13.7 56
1918-1922 England 13.7 57
1918-1922 Australis 10.5 61
1955 USSR 8.4 6L

Although the circumstances of each country in each year periocd
are different, and the differences in 1ife expectancies are eapecially
influenced by infant mortality, yet the close relationship betweern the death
rate and life expectancy is very clear and easily seen. In fngland between
1838 and 1BL42, the death rate wmg 22, life expectancy was il; in i918-1922,
the death rate fell te 13.7, life expectancy rose to 57 years. 1t must be
further understood that the fall of the death rate and the increase of
1ife expectancy is determined by the sveial conditions of s nation and the
physiclogical condition of the population. The major thing in what is
termed "wocial coudition® is the econcmie system of the society. When
gocleiist production relationsnips supplant capitalist produciivis relesion

ships, the beals of the secial factors which hinder and slow the rall of
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the death rate is then removed, and this in turn causes the death :fm.e to
fall rapidly uﬁtﬂ. it aéproachea the lowest limit set by the physiclegical
cenditions of a given period of humen aociety_., After the death rate
approaches or reaches this lowest limit;, because the lowest limit itself
can fall; the death rate is also able to decline ﬁnrthe.rg but the rjnara it
declines the slower it falls, The explanation of the case of the éiuviet
Union is that when the death rate falls from 30 to 20 and further to 10,
in other words, when 1ife expectancy rises from 30 or LO years teo LO or 60
and further to 70 years, the rate of rise is comparatively great. IBut. when
1ife expectancy has risen to 60 or 70 years, and if it s%¢ill must rise to,
for example, say 80 or 90 er further to 100 or more as is prcbably possible
and necessary, its rate of rise must certainly slow down. In other words,
vhen the death rate has fallen to 10 or further to 8.4, still funizer fail
is pocasible and necessary, but the rate of fall must certainly les;enn

In Old China, the death rate was very high, scmetimes higher
than 4O or more, averaging about 30, because the majority of the laboring
masses lived an extremely impoverished life under imperialism, feudalism
and under the oppression and sconomic exploitation of the governme!ixt of the
comprador bmrgaoiéiig The death rate fell swiftly after liberation
because the 1life of the people was greatly improved. According to the 1953
census of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the death rate for the whole
nation was 17 per thousand. Moreover, according to the results of the 1954
survey Qf 25 provirces and cns aubonsmous ares, the avarage death t;a-fhe Loy
the whole nation was roughly 15 per thousand. The p;reﬁen't fall mffthe

death rate of this nation to one half the previsus rate has vaen véry rapid.
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On the one hand this expresses the operetion of the law of population under
socialism and the very similar circumstances between the present rapid
decline in the nation's death rate and the first period of socislist cone
struction in Russia. On the other hand it fully explains the great superi-
o:fity which the socialist system shows in this respect. ‘

(L) The law of populatiom under socialism also implies that the
size of the population will graduslly attain a stable rate of growth from
the rapid growth of the first period. ‘

The rate of natural increase of a population (namely the nét rate),
is equal to the birth rate less the death ratg, and is the result of inter-
action between the birth rate and the death rate, MNoreover; in a gi&en
society, the trend of the birth rate and death rate is fundamentslly limited
by the economy and the level of cultural life determined in turn by ﬁxe
production relationships of that society, Under different eocio-ecoinonﬂ.c
gsystems, the natural rate of increase (including the birth rate and degt.h
rate) will show different trends. We attempt to divido analytically the
trend in the present natural rate of increase of each nation (including
birth and death rates) into three categories according to different econordc
systems and levels of productive power.

The first catogory is that oi‘ colonial and semi-coloniel nations
or capitalist nations in the first stage of development whose level of de-
velopment of productive power is relatively low, In these nationsg
the level of development of productive power is not hiprh and the standard of
living of laboring people is relatively low because they were oppressed and
exploited by imperialism and feudelism or when in the first period o;t‘ cap-
italism, they were affected by feudalistic remments. As a result; the
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birth rate is high, the death rate is also high and the natural rate of
increase 1s not large. For example, traditional Chine, pre-independencd
India, Egypt, Chile, pre-revolutionary Russia, early 19th Century England.
France and Gerxrany all showad these conditions, See table ouloaagy

BIRTH, DEATH AND NATURAL INCREASE RATES OF THE FIRST CATEGORY

“BITEh Wate  Death Bate — Natural Tnorease

Country Year Per 1,000 Per 1,000 Per 1,000
0ld China 1930 38,0 3340 5.0 |
India ~ 1908.1912 38,3 32.8 5.5 :
19291932 36.0 26,9 9.1
Egypt 1908-1912 1502 26.5 18,7 :
1929-1932 m‘oh 2707 16n7
Chile 1906-1912  39.8 317 7.8
1929"'1932 3905 2’405 1500 .
Imperial .
Russia 1913 47.0 30,2 16,8
England  1938-2842 "31.6 22,1 9.5
France 1818-1822 31.7 2543 6.l
m 18h8“1852 3601 2790 901

The conditions shown in this table are generally a high birth
rate, a high death rate and a low rate of natural increase, less then ten
per thousand, PRut there are also the special cases of Egypt, Chile and
Imperial Russia whose natural rate of increese is sbove 15, while Egypt's
reaches 19, This is becsuse in the base period; nol cnly was the death fate .
of these nations high, but their birth rate was even higher, more than hé)
per thousand which causes the rise in the natural rate of increasa, |

The second category consists of capitalist nations whose level of

development of productive power is higher or who are in the last stages of
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donlo;tunt, Their death rates are unquestionably declining gralﬂually but
their birth rates docuno even more (in comparison to their Mo!bient
stage of development). As a result, their nstural mte of incresse is also
not high and usually has & declining trend. See tutle balow:

THE' S:COND CATECORY of BIRTH, DEATH md NATURAL INCRKASE RATES
mu Death Rate Natural Increase

Country Year Per 1,000 Per 1,000 Per 1,000
England = 1913 = 2.7 1.2 7.5
» . ‘:- ) 1955 ]Sch u.? 307
Franoe 1913 18.8 17.7 1.1
. 1955 18.6 12.2 6.4
West Germany 1913 27.0 14..8 12,2
. 1955 15.7 10.8 h.9
America 1913 25.0 13,2 11.8
1955 24.6 9.3 15.3
Australia 1903-1912 271.2 10.7 16.5
' 1929-1932 18.2 8.7 9.5 !
New Zealand  1903-1912° 26,7 . 9.k 17.3
. 1929-1932 18.h 8.3 10.1

) 1
Of the conditions shown in this table, only for America does the

trend of the natural rete of i.ncnué remain on a higher level because of
the greater decline in death rats over birth rate in this period, The
natarel rate of incresse of Frence also came up to 6.l per thousand from
her position as the world's lowest level of 1.1 because the death rate

_ fe1l in this period while the birth rate basically maintained 1ts original

level. The other nations all show a greater decline in the birth rate
over the death rete. The natural rate of inorease of their populsticne
has generslly fallen to within 10 per thousand and scme to abouf.fS' per

thousand.
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The third category consists of socialist nations, Aside from
the Soviet Union, the histories of socialist nations are ell quite short,
and it is not easy to deduce a universal trend to their populaticn cnanges.
But, we can meke a tentative analysis of population trends in sccialist
nations based on the operation of the basic economic law of sccialism on
the material and cultural life of the people as well as it;s gradesal. influence
on population change considered in conjunction with the concrete conditions
of Russiar over LO years,

The Textbook of Political Economy says when expressing the change

in size of population under the socialist system, "Population griws cone
tinuously and rapidly." We consider that this statement only explains the
conditions of the fir;t period of socialist construction and canuot be
applied to the entire socialist stage, We amend this statement 1o "the
slze of the population from rapid growth gradually reaches stable growtho"
First we survey the operation and influence of the basit economic
law of socialism, Under the socislist system, no matter whether in Russia,
in this country or in the other People?s Pepublies, production develops
continuously and rapidly, the material and cultural life of the people
continuously and rapidly rises, which exactly explains the begiming and
daily enlarging operation of basic econox_vd.c law under socialism. As has been
stated previously, the rapid rise in the standard of living is shown
in meny aspects. The rapid decline of the death rate because of improvement
in nutrition and in medical care is one of its major aspects, Mereover,
the improvement in the standard of living means that those wio Jorrerly

could not marry in 0ld China being prevented by eccnomic poOveErty can now
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marry. Moreover, virility is strengthened because of the strengthen;ing of
people?s physique. These things csuse a rising trend in the birth fateo

A rapidly falling death rate, combined with a rising birth rate, or a stable
birth rate or a gradually falling birth rate must always lead to an increase
in the rate of natural inocrease, o

But the causes of the rising trend in the birth rate uhicli we
have analyseq above are only one aspect of the effects produced on éhanges
in population atze by the basic economic law of socialism through réising
the standard of living. This agpect is naturally importeni and showig quite
clear]y‘ in the first period of socialist' construction, If only observed
in this aspect; it would naturally result in the continuous rapid @wbh of
population over the whole socialist period, But we must still examine on
the other hand the effects produced on changes in size of the population by
the basic economic law of socialism through improvement in the standard
of living as well as by social changes which arise from the establishment
and enlargement, of‘ socialist production relationships; from technological
revolution, the organization of production and from changes such as :
redeployment of productive power, lessening of urban-rural differeaces and
change in the white collar and industrial composition of the population,

We now examine the birth rate of the population. After the
establishment of socialiist production relationships, and as the basic
economic law of soclalism begins and enlarges its operation, unguestionably
there is first e rapid growth of population stimulated by improvement in
the standard of living. But in company with it there is aiso producéd a

movement pressing for late marriage and birth control for the benefit of
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study and work, for ‘bhe health of parents and children of the secondzl
generation, and for more rapid improvement end increase in the stanélard of
living, At the same tine, as socialist industrinlization and farm collectivie
sation develop and as communicotion and transportation extend, as njxew induse
trial sites are constructed and new mines built, production is orgafxized

and new olties estab]ishedo. These things fust all inevitably 1nﬂu§nce, and
moreover, are influencing the way of life of the people. The mode of work
and life which was formerly individually managed and scattered, is ﬁow grade
ually becoming more concentrated and collectively managed, In this fprocess
of novement of rural population to cities, change of farm pepu]a’tion into
industrial population and the gradual change from scattered, indivi.djual modes
of 1ife to concentrated, collectivized modes of life, the changes in modes
of life and in working conditions would give riée to delayed mMaéw and
lessened birth deasities, In nations wﬁich formerly were economicalih and
culturally backuard, ‘or nations whone capitalist development is not Jcomplete
and have crossed to socialism, in addition to the past feudal marria;ge system
which has given way to the present free marriage system, such old custama and
points of view as, "when & man is grown he should marry, when a womsn is grown
- she ehould maxrry,* "there are threa things vhich are unfilisl and w have

no posterity is the warst, " and "ralse sons to provide for oneis old age"
also gradually change, vwhich aids the elimination of early marriage and
mltiple birthso Social change and technological revolution, like a cool,
fresh wind driving out the mists from a sweltering valley, make the days
‘sean new gnd the months feel different so that & demand hss arisen smong the
broad laboring masses for a higher level of culture and scientific 'skill

on a higher foundation of economic life, To know culture and scientilfic
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skills, working people will be willing to deley their werriages end practice
birth eontrol, The astove trends would retard lre riss in the ‘uir‘t‘si rate

of the populstion am even hasten its decline., the more nis "cre:f‘.ci continues,
the more pronounced it will be as the level of materiel asd cultural life
ﬁsea in conjunction with the daily development of socialist, consiruchion,

Now we re-examine the deati rate, As previousiy stated, m the
incipient period of socialist consiruction, the death rate wapidly ?declines,
but when the decline spproaches the lower jimit deternined by the ﬁm'siolog;ica], -
conditions of a certein society, the rate of fall sloue,

As a result, on the other hand, the death rate with its rate of
decline retarded in conjunction with a birth rate whose rate of itzci‘ease ng
also been slowed, or an unchanged birth rate or a lewared birth rate wust
always retard the rise in the rate of natural increass or lead to z decline
in the rate of natural increase,

It can be seen from this that under the sccialist system,{ the basic
economlc law of socialism changes ways of life and ideological atti‘tudea
through raising the standard of 1living, With regand to the sige of the
populatlon, practically speaking, it promotes and incresses the bir@th rate
on cne hand and depresses ‘and retards it on the other. Some writefs consider
this a dialectical relationship between the basic economic law of socislism
and the reproductive process of the vopulation, and our poini of view is
sinﬂ.larogg/hlhen thess retarding and promoting operations begin, no matter
which is the important one, they chsnge with the different developqental

stages of socialist consiruction, Generally speskirp. .o the lirsh puricd

Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9



Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9

32

of socialist construction the death rate quickly declines because of improve-
ment in the standard of living, the birth rate changes less and the natural

rate of increase goes up, A8 socialist construction graduslly develeps,

" the standard of living gradually gets higher, late marriage and birth control

correspondingly appear, the birth rate gradually declines and the rate of
fall of the death rate slows because it approaches its lower limit, end the
natural rate of increase declines in turn. 1In simple terms, in the socialist
construction process, the size of the population graduslly reache¢s a stable
rate of growth from the rapid growth of the first period.

Secondly, we further analyze changes in population size based on
the actual conditions prevailing in Russia during the last 1,0 years, and
moreover, using Russia as a concrete example, attempt to explain the t.rénd
and possible lswfulness of changes in population size in socialist nations,
For the benefit of analysis and explanation we show the changeg over the
last 1O years in the Russian birth rate, death rate, and net increase rate

23/
(natural rate of increase) in the following table and figure:
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RUSSIAN BIRIH RATE, DEATH RATE AND NET RATE OF INCREASE
(per thousand:
Year Birth Rate Death Rute Net Increase
1913 47.0 i 30.2 16.8
1926 44 .0 ' 20.3 23.7
1940 31.7 18.3 13.4
1950 26,5 9.6 16.9
1951 26.8 9.6 17.2
1952 26.4 9.3 17.1
1953 24.9 9.0 15.9
1954 26.5 8.9 17.6
1955 25.6 8.4 17.2
CHART OF RUSSIAN BIRTH RATE, DEATH RATE AND NET RATE OF INCREASE
Rate per thousand
50
J("""““”"‘"‘"mt.\

40

30 P ...»‘"-.-ﬁ?__* w.ﬂ“—“w‘-w

.20 S Birsh Race

. . _m--i'-o’“" e I T
N-om ey Nl 3
10 \MAW s Net lacreasd
. e - Death Rate

1913 1940 1950 1955

From the above table and figure it can be seen that simce tho
establizhment of the Soviei Government., the birth rate of the Rusaiur
pooglation has gradually fallem until by 1950 it had bqsically roschod A
stable condition, changing very little, The death rate of the Rusi!ax

nonulation ranidly fell during the first neriod of socialist constuuw tion
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until after 1950 the speed of its fall slackened becauzc it s-proached its
lower limit. It 1s necessary to explain at this point that vecs:se we lack
yearly figures for the period between ;9140 and 1950 1% 1s not certain in
either the case of the birth rate or of the death rate whether they first
stabilized after 1950 or whether the speed of their fail hed only berun to
slacken at that time. In fact, it is possible that for seversl ;ecrs prior
to 1950 they had already begun to stabilize. The ret incicess raie of the
Russian population in the first perlod of sccialist construction -« which was
in féct the recovery period of their national econory, thet is to say, the
period before the start of the First Five Year Plan. -~ -ccrparin; the pre-
revolutionary year 1913 with 1926, increzsed from 16,3 to 23,7, rising roughly
one third, If ve examine the cause, we find it in the fact that after the
establishment of soclalist production reletionships, the standard of living
of the pebplé continuously rose in the fece of internal werfare and external
ar'rﬁéd intervention, Thus the death rate fell quickly; in this first period
it fell by one third and the hirth rate chenged little, not fallirg more than
Th. Because we lack fighres from 1926 to 19LO we have no basis for knowing
in what year after 1926 the net increase rate of the Russian population first
began to fall. Up to 1940, because the speed of the fall of the birth rate
exceeded that of the death rate; the net rate of incresse was very low being
only 13.l per thousand, After 1950, due to the stabilization of the birth
rate; there was a compsratively slight fall of the death rztes and the net
growth rate changed very little, remain{ng roughly around 17, I% czn even

more clearly be seen from the sbove figure that when the birvh
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‘and death rates are hiLth falling, if the vate of foll »F b dzath ré‘m
exceeds that of the birth rate the net rate of increase cisves, On tne
pther hand, if tae rate of fall of the birth rats exnerds thot of the death
‘réte then the rate of increase falls, ' :

To swumnarize the trend of change in the population of I’tussia over
the past forty years, it can be said that in the Tirat perica of soc#alist
construction; because of improvement in the standard of living, the death
rate speedily fell and the birth rate changed 1ittle, and the wet rai}:e

|
of increase trend was upward, In the perled of the Third Five Year |

Plan, because the standard of living rose higher, the phenonens of 'iiit-e
marriage and birth control were produced and the rule of tall of t,he-?.-; birth
rate exceeded that of the death rate, and the net vale af increase
in turn tended downward, After termination of the Second Verld w’ar; in
the period of the Foﬁrth and Fifth Five Year Plans, the trend of the%
birth rate had fairly well stabilized and the speed of fall of the dgath
rate was s;l.ig‘nt and the net rate of increase of the population st,abﬁhzedo
These actual Russian conditions explain the gradual trend uo stable 1g:r'owth
from en early rapid rate of growth of the population ‘.i.n the socielidt
construction processug | |
Stable growth refers to the natural rate of increase of a %population
being basically slabie, cvhanging little or gradually failing. But ihe

natural rate of increase can stabilize at a comparatively bigh level or

a/ For a comment on this claim see F. Lorimer, “Population Policy and

Politics in the Cammunist World® in P, Hauser ed, Fopnlation and World

pPolitics, The Frée Press, 1958,
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at a relatively lew one. The natural rate of increase is a product of the
interaction of the bit\'th rate and the death rate. When the death rate falls

~ close to the lowest limit of physiclogiesl conditions, the most important factor
influencing the natural rate of increase is the birth raite. For this resson,
in the last period of socialist construction, vhether the natural rate of
increase stabilizes after all at & reletively high or lov level is decided

by the fluctuations in the birth rate and the level at wilch it stabilizes.
According to Russlan conditlons, the birth rate stabilized after 1950 at a
comparatively high level, namely ebout aoeg-*/ llere, aside from the important
function of the law of populaticn under socialisu or the basic economic lav

of socialisn; the population policy of the party and the nation has also a
certain sssisting function. On Jume 27, 1936, the Central Stonding Committee
of Russia and the Committee of the Russian People proclaimed "Resolutions
concerning the stopping of sborition, increasse in matorisl ald after birth,

and resolved on State aid to families with wany sons and daughters and %o
enlaxge maternity hospitals, nurseries, liindergartens, cte.®, on July 7, 1944,
the Russien Supreme Soviet. Presidiun also issued a proclamation ¥eoncerning
the inereasc of aid to pregnent women, mothers with many children and unmarried
mothers, es well ss gtrongthenlng the security of mothers and children® and
insued snother "concerning the averd of the honorific title thero mother® and
founding the highest medel of motherhood and the second highest medal of
motherhood., “-2-2/ These regulations and laws encouraging population hed no doubt
a certain function in slackening the fall of the birth rote., It can be under-
stood Tronm thig that if the Party and the Governmenit do not adopt policies
encouraging population, the birth rate ill necessarily fall and stabilize at

a8 lover level; if the Party and Government adopt policies to inhibit population,

the birth rate would stabllize at an even lower level,
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In traditional China, the birth ';rate vas high, the death #ate vag
also high, and the natural rate of increase was for this rcason com;é)arativel\y
low, According to previously quoted 1930 estinates, the birtn rategin
traditional China wes 38, tie death rate ves 33 end the netural rate of
increase was 5. Some writers cstimate thet in the 3/ year period f@ 1912
to 1949, according to the surveys of each region, the daath rate in “traditional
Chins wes generally from 27 to 34, the birth rate tas betieen 25 and ks
(avoraging 36 tor/ﬁlhole country), and the natursl rate of increase évera{;ed
8 each year, 2/ |
| After liberation, duc to the raising of the standard of living, the
death rete in this country spoedily fell but the birth rate changed ?little.)
Thus the natural rate of increaase vas clearly increasing, Ac'cordiné to the
1953 census of the mmm& of Internal Affairs, the birth rate uas 37, death
rate 17 and the natural rate of increase vas 20. Also, sccording to the 1954
statistics from 25 provinces aund 1 &utonomous region; the birth ratq ras
betveen 30 and 48, the average vag 38; the death rate s Letveen 8 and 19,
sversging 15; the natural ratc of increase vas betucen 13 and 38 aversging 23.

Several points can be clarified here. First, after liberation, the
natural rate of increase of the population was clearly higher than Lt vas in
treditioual China. No matter hother one takes the 1953 natural inc;mm rate
oenmﬁmmofaoortaknﬂwl%hﬁgumofas‘ toconpamwithgthoaper
thousand nstural :mcrem rate of traﬁitional China, the increase in the rate

of inerease is 1} or slightly more than L§ For tho tiue boing, 1t does not

J
mttcr vhether the figums of the census or the statisilcs have a hi,gh degree
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of accuracy and particularly wvhether the degree of accuracy or the
representative nature of the estimates from traditionel China are very good,
but it 16 rather clear that efter libveration the natural rote of increuge of
the population of this country incressed in trend ms vell ag in degree end
this cen therefore be whol!y acknouledged. Secondly, oi’.‘ the ressons for
this clear increase in the naturcl rate of increase, the most imporient is
the functioning of the basic economic law of socialism efter the establisiuzent
of Ner China., It made possible the marked he:!.ghtening of the standard of
living and the rapid fall of the death rate at a time ~hen the birth rate
changed little or perhaps did not change st all, Thirdly, it can be seen
from the previous analysis of the lav of population wnder sociallsm as
expressed in absolute populstion changes that tlie present rapld growth of
population 18 but the necessary trend in the first period of socislist
construction, is but a speciel characteristic of the pericd of transition

in this country and is but & condition similar to that first period in Russie
from the Great Revolution to 192G or to the implemenmtation of the Plrst Five
Year Plan. It is necessary to understand, hovever, that these conditions
cannot be typical of the entire socialist period because in s later stage of
socialist construction population movements would shift to stable {outh at

8 lower level.

5) Lestly, the lav of population under soclalisn shois that,
assuing the elimination of rural-urban contradictions and of manual-non-nanusl
lebor contredictions, as pmducﬁion develops, the proportion of urban population
relative 4o rural population and of industrial populotion relative 4o rural

population gradually increases vhlle the great urben-rural ¢ap end that between
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manual and non-manual labor will g¢raduslly shrink,

In a socliety with an exploltative systen, thiere are long existing
urban-rural contradictions, asgricultural-industriel contrsdictions zrd
contradictions between manual and nopsmanual labor. 'mder the capitalist
system, the economic basls of the rurele-urben contradiction is that the
vhole developmental process of cepltalist industry and the courereisl loan
systenm causes villages to suffer exploftation by toms, and ceuses the
exploitation of manual workers by nonemanual vorkers vhlle in capitalist
enterpriges a dichotomy exists betuwen manusl vorkers and .Lesnlereoa?

Under the socialist systou, due to having eliidnated the capitalist
exploitative system and having comstructed and securcd socialist production
relations, end because of having eliminated urbanerural exploitetion as well
as the oppression of farmers by capitalists and folleowving the elimination of
uxﬁw-hmal contradictions there appears in thelr place the mutual ald
relationship betx;aecn city and country. Under the caplialist system the city
is the center of rural exploitation vhile under the sgocialist system it
becomes the center of ecomomic, political and cultursl aid to rural a.reas;v
This ald increasingly secures the alllance betiween the vorking class and the
Taxmers, Following the victory of the soclalist revolution, long existing
brain labor end body labor contradictions have disappcared. Under the
socialist system, workers and business leaders couwbine into a unified body
of lsbor concerned with increase of production. After the elimination of the
educational monopoly of the propertied class wmder the previous exploitative

syston, sclentists are used for the velfare of the vhole people end education
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becomes the property of the workers and farmers,

Under the premise of eliminating rursl-urban contradicatiornss
accompanying the increasing development and security of socialist industriali-
zation and agricultural collectivization and accorpanying the increasing
development and growth of production, the proportion of the national economice
sector will change and the urbanerural corposition and industrialeagricultural
composition of the population must also chance.

In socialist nations, in accordance with the basic economic law of
socialism and the law of planned proportional development of the national
economy, the Party and the Government have determined and moreover have
carried out planned policies with first preference to the development of heavy
industry and the .appropriate development of light industry, commnications and
transportation, In the socialist construction process, because of the
implementation of this predetermined planned policy, although every sector of
the national economy develops, especially the most important industrial and
agricultural sectors, yet the speed of industrial development greatly exceeds
that of agriculture and in industry, the speed of development of the
production of means of production greatly exceeds that of the préduction of
materials for consumpiiom. Teking Russia as an example; heavy industry's
proportional weight in the total value of industry and agriculture was L2,1%
in 1913, and in 1937 had increased to 77.L%; the proportional weight of raw
materials in the total value of industry was 337 inl91l3; and increased to
60% by 1940, Conditions are similar in this country, Comparing 1952 i th
1949, the total value of industry and agriculture in this country (halding

1952 constant and calculating) grew 77.5%. In this figure, modern industry
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|
increased 178.6%, agriculture 48.5%. Am important imdication of thé level
of development of the national economy is the relative weight of mﬁem

industry in the total value of industry and sgriculture. From 172\4n 1949

it has risen to 26.7% in 1952. The relative weight of raw materialé in the

total value of industry has risen from 29% im 1949 to 39.7% in 1952

Estimating the total value of industry and agriculture up te 1957 (including
modern industry, hand industry and agriculture), it will.imcrease 6¢2 and
moxe over 1952. In the total vaiue of industry and agriculture, thé total

value of industry (including hand industry) will exceed 507 and in the
28/

total value of industry the value of raw materials will exceed 40101

I

In response to this developmental trend and correspending to it,

the appearance of thé society and economy will be greatly changed. New

plants, mines, electric stations and points will be constructed, new

industrial bases will be produced, a new communication nerve systemjand

transportation network will be constructed, new cities formed and tﬁe
l

original cities emnlarged. The control of productive force will be dhangsd

1

and the scale of pfoductive organization will be renewed and enlarg@do
All these developments and changes discussed above will causeithe

city population relative to the fural population and the imdustrilli

population relative to the farm population to gradually incresse. |
In the experience of Russiaﬁ socialist comstruction, .it is clqar

- 29/
that this sort of change took place. For details see the table below,
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RURAL~URBAN COMPOSITION OF THE RUSSIAN POPULATION

Year Tot. Pop. (100,000‘5) ) Urban % of Rural % of
I Total Total
1913 139.3 | 17.7 82.3
1926 147,0 17.9 82.1
" 1939 170.6 32,9 67.1 ;
g 1956 200.2 43,4 56.6 |

The above ﬁgureushovthatinkuaoiad\n-ingfheﬁm”r}odof
socialist construction the urban-rural composition besically did not‘ change,
In 1913, the year prior to the Grest Revoluiion, the urben poptﬂatiop vas
: 17,76 of the total, and in 1926 after the Great Revolution, the urb.p
population was still only 17.9%. Butly. 1939, because of the inplcmfntoM.m
of three Five Year Plan: ﬂae appearanca of the aconory and the miﬁty had

greatly changed, and the pmporucn of the urban popula.tion nlntive] to the

i rural population bad also grestly changed, it is estimated, by 32091:;, By

| | 1956, tecsuse production Mmy increased and the society and eem had
increasingly developed, the urbam population propcrtion was more tha.n k3. 4%
of the total, |

The Russian experience in socialist construction aleo clcq-ly shown

similear changss in the agrlcultm-al-indmtrial couposition of the pop\ﬂsticn.,
Bccausemluckﬁgmsforuehniciminthisma, mtdllattemptto
examine these figures accoriing to the class composition of the Ruuj.an
pomﬂ.stibn.y

i
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CLASS COMPOSITION OF THE RUSSIAN POPULATION (%)

1913 1923 1937 1955

Tatal Populetion 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0
Industrial : White Collar vorkers 17.0 17.6 6.2 58.3
Collectivized farmers and Coopera- oo~ 2.9 57.9 W2

tive handoraft. workers

Individual farmers and non-coopera 66,7 .9 5.9 5.0
tivized handcraft workers

Landlords, large and small bourgeois 16.3 L.6
nerchants and rich farmers

The important thing about the above table is that it shows the change
in class composition of the Russian population, the gredual elimination of the
exploitative classes and the gradusl cooperativization of individual farmers
and handoraft workers. But it can also be seen from the sbove table that
accompanying the socialist industrialization of the nati\on, accompanying the
grovth of production, accompanying the gradual increase ir the proportion of
industry, commmications and trangportation relative to agriculture in the
national economy, the propoartion of working personnel in industry, communication
and transportation relative o working personnel in agriculture gradually
increased, The proportion of the total population made up by workers and white
collar vorkers (including their households) in Russia according to the above
taoble vas 17% in 1913, the year prior to the Great Revolution, and to 1928,
the years after the Great Revolution, the proportion basicaliy hed not changed:
it vas still 17.5%; but from 1928 on through the completion of two Pive Year
Plans to 1937, the worker-vhite collar worker proportion of the total had
clearly increased, it wvas 36.2%, and by 1955, it was even higher, estimated
at 58.3h. After 1928, the proportion of agricultural and henderaft workers
gradually declined.

‘
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llere we must clear up sevoral auestions. Firet, the e -ave workers
and vhite collar workers not only refers wo t.sm¢ vities Lui alss ‘acludes
those in villages, While among rural workers snd uizlle colle: wa.ker: there
is possibly & portion vho perform agriculturz) duties ho showld e counted
as sgricultural personnel, there sre also in ciiies swoe .o parforn services
outside of the industrial, commmication and transportetion sericie. Iu this
respect wve cannot look at the above vorker asd white collar worisr proportions
as only workers in industiry, commmication and transposietion. it the same
time, no matter vhether in the items “collacsive” or in “individusl Parmers n
all include cooperativized or uncocperativized handerafi workers slthough the
proportion of handcraft workers is not great (mcézﬁing to the 19319 Russian
population census, cooperativized handeraft workers .rere 2.29% of the total
population, uncooperativized handeraft vorkers wvere 0.82%, both ;roups totele-
ing 3.11% of the total), but they should alsc be deducted Trms the agricultural
sector and put into the industrial sector. But, in what we have oopalysed abeve,
ve have only explained the trend of gradual increase in the proporiice af the
industrial population relative to the agricultural populati.on._ Un tbde point;
the small difference in these concrete figures with respect o our srgument,
would not produce a very great et‘foct.; Secondly, from 1928 to 1937 and on to
i955, workers and vhite collar workers not anly increased absolutely, théir
proporﬁiﬁn of the total population also increased., On the otier hand, the
agricultural population (including individual farmere) not caly proportlonstely
decliped, ite shwelvte numbers alss leewsned  Thls I& oomiowy o e Pacs

that in the Russian socialist industrialization process, a proportiop of the
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mWMStﬂcMhMﬁmuWﬂtbt&m
revolutionary period rose roughly sbout twice. At the same time, in the
mamwm,m\mmmmzmm
Mﬂw‘mwﬂmmwgmmmam.

In traditional Chine, according to 1930 estimates, urben populstion
iy.mlﬁofmmn. After libexation, according to the census of
1953, urben populatien vas 13,266 snd rurel population vas 86.74% of the total.
It oan be said thet both urben end rural population incressed absolutely while
ia the present stage the relstive change of urben population to rural populae
tion is slight. In respect to the agricultural-industrial populetion, after

1iberstion, the industrisl populstion repidly incressed. It is noted thet
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industry, .cmsﬁ,nctiou, h-ansportation_.poat and telegraph industries were
est-:l.natod in 1952 ‘to have 14,610,000 workers and white collar workers, It

1s estimated that by 1957 they will have 1ncrea§ed, to 7,990,000 persons,
mthan 0% increase in ye_a.rs.' The totel number of workers and white
Gollar workers in this country was in 1952, 21,020,000 parsons. It is
estimated that by 1957 4t will incresse to 25,240,000 persans, a 5 year in-
crease df‘rdugﬂy 2(55‘. It can be seen that the growth rate of warkers and
wh:l.te collar vorkers mmm exceeds that of all workers and white collar
ml_:crs. If the household popnhticn is added, than the number of workers in
thc 1ndustrial ‘sector vhen compu'od to the sbow figures for workers in oach
sector mst bo hrge. Becunso traditd,onal China was an econo:nicauy backward
.agriculmrd ntbion, alt.hongh the industrial population grew rapidly after
‘liberation, yet in the total population the proporti.on is still not large. In
sum, the change in tbeurban-nn‘d propcrtd.ops of tho pom_lhﬁ.on in this

| country’ at present ani'l the changa in the mdusm.aloammmralproportiom
mbothmsnght. muaphmmweauruymedbyaut.bn
uh:l.chtu aigtmllycupmﬁnhbackmdeconoﬂcanymin the ﬁ.rat mgo
of socialist construction. This condition had also appeared in Russia. But _
we can predict that. monpm'.ug the mnasing development of o aodnht
wnstﬂ.anuﬁ.on, after the coq:letlon of two or three Five Year Plans the
propa'tion of urban popuhtaon relative to rural popnhuon and mdusttm
pqmlltﬂon relative to lricnltm'al population will ccrtlin]y pa&nﬂh increaae.
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In the industrialization process of capitalist nations. there has
also been o gradual increase in the urban over the rural population, of the
industrial over the agricultural populstion. But it is necessary o point
out that this changed situation produced by the industrielizetion proceas in
capitalist nations is by nature entirely different frow the changed 'si'matxi.on
produced by the :I.ndulttialigtit:ﬂ process in socialist netions. Viswt, thesge
conditions are produced in soclalist nationg under ihe premize of having
eliminated urban-rural opposition , while in capltalist natlons they are
produced under the premise of urben-rural < opposition ani worecver, these
conditions intensified the sxpioitation of rural aress by =ities, so it follcuu
thst rursl-urban oppositlon. must be intensified. Neot, when capitaligm
develops to the imperialist stage, the proportion of tbe agricultural population
in capitalist nations declines further. For example, in England it wvas 7.1%
in 1920, in America in 1930 it was 22.5%, in France in 1930 it wes 2L.5%, in
Germany in 1930 it was 22,2%; this is because in the imperialist period, these

countries vith overseas colonies use axport capital and market monopoly ead
1ike methods to exploit and enslave the people of colonial and ssmi-colonisl
nations and cause colonial and scmi-colonial nations to become the agricultursl
and rav-material prpducing depandent satellites of the colonizing countries.
Japenese imperislists vhose intention for China wes in the past "Industrial
Japan, Agricultural China” vere like this. Today, the real purpose of what
Amsrican, English and French imperialists give to all colonisl and sconomically

hackward natlone under the label of Tecomomic eid® in vos sape
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The gradually increasing development of the propovtion o
industrial population relative %o agricultural population viiel éw been
discussed ebove is sppliceble to all socialist na;i;j.oxa‘sa But under individusl
circumstances, namely in nations in vwhiek capliellsi developwent ‘o high and
the proportion of sgricultural populetion is extremely low, in the socialist
construction process of such nations, the proporiion of indust:isl workers
relative to agricultural workers will nct definitely continuously increasge.

Under the soclelist system, even though the contredicilons between
the city (industry) and the country (egriculiure), between manial end nop-
manual labor are eliminated, there yet remain greet differances betueen city
(industry) snd country (egriculture), manuel and non-menuel labor, cgncérnin;;;
the reason vwhy such great differences still exist, SLalin has polnted out thass
®If we discuss differvences btetiween indusiry and agriculiuxe, the:x ia this
country these differences are not only ascribed 4o the different conditions
of egricultural labor and industrial. labor, but firet scd foremos: it ie
a.acr:l'bed to the fact that in industry we have the state ownersulp system of
production materials and producsts while in sgriculture vhat we have is oot
state, but is the group, collectively owned system....Concerning ihe question
of the elimination of the besic gap betveen manual and non manual manuel lebor, it
nust also be wnderstood in these taaws. .. The ilrportant tbing ls tiat the
level of culture and skilleé of workers is at presemt very lov, fay, far helow
the lsvel of skill of mnagera"‘é!/

Tae gresas diflerences teluven uidar zm) yuvel moeds Lo sy [ud

agriculture, workers and collectiivized Parmers, is due o the ieci thai the
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existence of both systems of ownership under the socialist system is not
competibie with the level of development of sgricultural ard industriel
productive pover. In industry there is the state ownership system vhile in
agriculture there is only the group, collectivized farm ownership system,
Industry to a very great extent has reslized the slectrificstion, mechaniza-
tion, automatization and chemicalization of production, Walle the level of
pmductive skill in agricultuwre is camparetively backward, Hlthough such
large differences can only be entirely eliminated in the commmist
construction process, yet in the socialist construction process trey will
gradmlly shrink, On the one hand, aceocmpanying the developrent of socialist
industrialization, heavy inducbry further enlurges, .which realizes for
sgriculture the premise of mechanization, electrification and chemically made
materials, At the same time socilallst industry, through the leading role of
machine tractor statioms in the development of collective farm production
would realize its reformed role in agriculture, would enlarge the state owned
system and moreover stimlate a revolution in egricultural skille. On the
other hand, accompanying the development of colleotivized agriculture,
particularly in the trensitional stage between socisl reform and technological
reform, with the stimuletion and the aild of socialist industry, the level of
productive skills in agriculture vwill gradually increase, and morecover after

agriculture has been mechanized, electrified and chemicalized, even though
productive conditions are affected Ly natural limitatioms, and production

iteel? 1&g not similar to theat of imdustyy, yeo its greet dailsueunas wurt

gradually shrink, On this besis, on the one hand due to the convinuous
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construction of the industrial base, the originel cities enlecge, snd the
number of nev cities increases; on the other hand, duc to the nmechanliiation
and electrification of agricultiure itsclf,v plus the grwrth »i the commnics-
tion and transport net, and with the development of the vosi zad “elegraphb
industry, villages will gradually have the appearance of touns; vhis would
casuse the gradual shrinkage of differences Letween tovn and coumisy.

The large difi‘mnceé betveen manuval and non-mamwl lsbor lie in %the
fact that the level of culture end skill of most workers ie svili lower than
that of engineering and technical workers, and the lavel of culture and skill
of most farm m&n is stil) beneath that of the agriculturel expert. Althousi:
such great differences can only be coupletely eliminsted in tie commmniat
construction process, they are aliyeady gradually shrinkin: in the socialist
construction process. In Russla, vith the development of eulture, education
and the national economy, the level of culture and skill of workers and fawmers
is already gradually increesing, and the distinction betwean workers, farmers
and intelligensia is already shrinking., According to statistics, the Russian

_grammar end high school students increased from 78,960,000 in 191k to 115,890,000

in 1927, and further increased to 347,520,000 in 1950, Technical school students
grev from 54,000 persons in 191k to 189,000 in 1927 and further increased to
975,000 in 1940 end by 1950 was 1,961,000, College studenis grew from 127,000
in 1914 to 169,000 in 1927 and further increased to 812,000 by 1940 and in

1955 they were 1,867,000 moy We are also realizing s similar develap-
ment in this country. From 194G to 1956, the vumber of grawte: schonl gtudeits

inereased from 2k, 390,006 persons to 57,700,000 perscrs i igh senool studente
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increased from 1,268,000 to 5,860,000 persons. College students increased
from 116,000 persons to 380,000 persons.

We understand from the above analysis that in socialist society,
given full employment and rational utilization of those eble to woﬁk, not
only does the increase in the material welfare of the people stimuyate a
change in population numbers :=--from a rapid rste of growth they grgdually
reach a stable rate of growth, but under the premise of the elimine&ion of
urban-rural contradictions(industrial-agricultural contradictions) énd con=-
tradictions betwsen manual and non-manual lebor, with the develcpmeht of
production, the urbanerural compogition of the population anmd its ihdustrial
composition must necessarily change, while the large urban-rural di}ferences'
and the large differences between menual end non-manual labor must slso grad~
ually diminish, When we study populétion under socialism, not.cnxy;must we
analyze the fact of interaction between population changes andvbhe rise in
the standard of living after having eliminated the basic cause of upemploy-
nent, poverty and population surpluses, but we must also analyze the changes
in social and occupational composition of the popula tion as well ag the cime
inished differences between urban areas and rural areas and between;manual
and non-manual labor which the sociocw~economic revolution and the development
of‘production have produced after the establishment of socialist préduction
relations, These changes and these developments are all results neéessarily
produced both by the enlargement and function of the basic economic;law of
soéialism and by the construction and consolidation of socialist préduction

relations; and for this reason such relations are both the major content of
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the population problem under socialism and constitute the major are& in which

the law of population under socislism must be shown. The Textbook df Political

Economy when setting forth the law of population under socialism doés not,
include change in urbanerural composition or in industrialwagricult4r61 COove
position, We consider this insuffieient and incomplete. In view of this,

we have written this tentative supplement,
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Birth Control end Our Present Populstion Problem

Today, this country has achieved the victory of socialist revolution,
mecmmemtmmy,'mnmly

_lwugtonum-. um.mcmmmmnmto
m,mmammmiuimmmmmzmng,

This is demonstrated in this oountry by the gradual decline in mmbers un-
w,wmmuumtmmunummwmunormm,
mmmammmawm,mmﬁumm
unummmmwummtmmmaoemmmm
ccuposition of the population.
mmmmmmblmofmmﬁmnuof
mmmm.‘mmmuummmm«m
populstion, m-motmmuuchmmmm
mwmmammmmmu-ormrwmm
is directly related to this change. Nsturally, whon studying the problea of
muu,mmmmchwtmmnmmmdm-
mmm«mm,mmum-munm
give the latter due smalysis, In our process of industrialization under

country, M:Lotwofmhmuc-m, hovever, be put aside for the
present to swait analysis at some later time,
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The size of our population is now rapidly groving due to the
effect of the lav of population under asociallam, It has been poi~ied out
in the foregoing sections that in “raditional China the natural i--reuse
rete was roughly eight per thousand, It rose to tuwenty and even o twenty-
three per thousand after liberation according to the cumsus of 1953 and
.mt:llti.cs of 1954, The reason for this rapid and marked growth in the
populaticn of this country, Just as snalyzed in the previous sectiomn, is
that after the establishment of socialist production relations, the standard
of living rises continuously as production develops and thepreby causes a
rapid and marked deciine in the morbidity and death rate of the population
while the birth rate, on the other hand, substantially mmintsins its original
level or changes only very slightly. The death rate in reditional China was
about thirty accoirding to statistics. The pational average fell after
liberation to seventeen and evan to fifteen psr thousand accordinz to the
census statistics of 1953 and 1954, This fall in the rate was ope half,
This not only explains the function of the law of population under socialism
but also clearly shows the superiority of the socialist system. The birth
1ate in “reditional China, besed on estimates, vas thirty-six to thirty-eight
per thousand., After liberation the nstionel aversgs was thirty-seven to
thirty-eight per thousand according to statistics of 1953 and 1954, There vas
substaxntially no chenge as yet, This shows how the effect of basic economic
laxr under socialism and the great revelution of the social economy in the post-
liberation period is balanced through the promoting and retarding influence

vhich the factors of the rise in the standard of living and chang» in the way
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of life have produced,

| From the present analysis of the law of population under socialism
and its function, it cen be understood that the present rapid growth of our
population is a phenomenon of the first period of socialist construction and
possibly the necessery product of the transitionsl period in this country,
It can also be understood that the major reason for the present rapid growth

~of the population is the fall in the morbidity and death rates of the population

after the standard of living rose, Before it reaches the lower limit set

by physiological conditions of a particular stage of human society, the death
rate would continue to decline as the standard of living rises further.

It can 8lso be understood from the law of population under socialism that
when the death rate approaches the lower limit set by physiological condie
tions, the rate of decline would slow and the birth rate would necessarily
change from an originally stable or slightly fluctuating state and begin a
down trend due to the great revolution in the social economy &nd the further
rise in the standard of living, This would necessarily csuse the trend of
population size to change from rapid to stoble zrowth,

The carrect understanding of the law of population under social-
ism in this aspect of its operation is extremely important to the correct
understanding of the population problem of this country, It must be clearly
understood that the rapid growth of population is a necessary phenomenon of
the first period of socialist construction, and it must be especially appre-
ciated that it does not represent the trend over the whole period of social-

ist construction, Anelysis must be made of the effect which the revolution in the
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social economy and the rise in the standard of living has produced on the
birth rete and the death rate, mdanalysinnmespeciauybemadaof
diffcru;t effects produced by different stages in the socialist construction
process. Even more, the aspects of the promoting and retexding effect
produced on theA birth rate through rise in the standard of living and change

in the way of life by basic economic law under socialism must be snalyzed as
well ags the decreasing or increasing tendency of these two aspects in different
stages of the socialist construction process.

Some people at this time have not made an overall analysis of this
problem and as a result, consider the present rapid growth of our population
a8 & trend of the entire socialist period. Soms even think that what Malthus
said edbout population groving st a geometric rate and doubling in tventy-five
years is correct. Some people, it scems, even consider thet conditions of
population pressure and surplus population already exist in this coumtry. Ve
do not agree with this point of view, .

Malthusianists always consider that the rate of grouth of the means
of subsistence can never catch up with the rate of growth of the population;
the means of subsistence increase arithmetically, population increases
geometrically., According to this formuls, the natural increase of population
mldﬁeconeapressumcnthe economic life of society. But in the 150 years
since Malthus' "Essay on Population” was published, this formula has not only
Ot yet been confirmed, but has long since been refuted by facts, We have
already analyud and criticized tﬁu point in the first section of this paper.
In China today, however, soms peopls, although correctly eriticizing Malthus®
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theory that problems of population surpluses are solved by war, plague and

sickness as vrong and reactiomary, yet consider that "Malthus®’s observation

that population multiplies (if it is not controlled) at a geometric rate of
increase 1s correct;? and also cousider that “in economically and scienti-

fically backward nations, under certein conditions the rate of increase of

industrial and sgricultural production is arithmetical and is not as rapid as
geomstric progression. "w We consider that this oconclusion is doubtful., To
take this oondlusion as a basis for asdvocating the present implementation of
birth control in the emmtry is especially worth reconsideration.

The smount of natural increase of a populstion is the result of
interaction between changes in the birth and desth rates. Changes in the
birth and desth rates are intimately related to the asconomic system of the
society. The history of the last hundred years and more clearly shows that in
England, France, America and other capitalist nations, population incresse is
very slov, far from a gecmetric rate. In 1955, the Russian birth rats vas
25,6, dsath rate vas 8.4 and naturel increase rete vas 12.2 per thousand. Uhen
these figures are compared to those of the pre-revolutionary year 1913 vhen the
birthntemcmtobew,thed.osthratomoau;ﬂthenlturdrMof
increase wes 16.8 per thousand, then the birth rate can be seen to have fallen
almost one half, the death rate slightly more than 2/3 and the fall of the
death rute is slightly greater than the fall of the birth rate. This shows
the superiority of the socialist system. The rate of natural increase,
hm,lhownocompimriuasynt. At this point we must pey attention
to the fact that Russia adopied a policy of encoursging population. In this
country, although the establishment of the politicel pover of the People's
Damocracy and the victory of the socialist revolution over the vwhole country
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has only existed for a few years, the death rate has alreedy rapidly fallen
while the birth rate has changed very little. As a result, the rate of |
natural increase has been conspicuously high. But this is only a condition
of the first period of socialist construction, Some wouid sey it represents
the special characteristic of population change in the present socislist
transitional pe:d.od and cannot be considered a long term trend in the pop-
ulation growth of a socialist nation, Ve consider that absolute population
figures are certainly growing year by year, but it is the long term trend
of the growth rate and is not a geometrieal progression.

People who aupport. the idea that populastion increases at a geometric
rate of progression see pépulation increase as something "just as startling
as the figures of the rate of accumlation of a compound interest loan at
high interest" and aléo think that the proverb "in one generation two, in
ten generations one thousand," is well founded, According to this method of
estimation, it is just as Melthus himself said in the old edition of his

Pol!.fd._éal Economy: "one couple could, from the birth of Jesus on, produce

so many people that each aguare yard of earth would hold four péople'n- Not
only all the planets, but even all the stars which can be seen with the naked
eye, granting that they are inhabitable, would similarly be covered.,® In
fact Fngels long ago criticized this point of view and method of estﬁnationo
In 1881 he said in his letter to Kautsky: "Eulerts (a Swiss mathematician)
calculation has exactly the same value as that concerning the kreutzer

.(term for an old German coin) which is put out at compound interest in the
first year of our era, uhich doubles itself every thirteen years, and

_ 144
which therefore now amounts to about 1 times 2
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guilden (terms for a coin of Gurmeny and Holland), a lump of silver bigger
than the oa.rth.’:iS/If we don't amalyzc each factor of population change and
their interrelations and simply rely on a certain formula to calculate and
deduce population development, we qund get the same absurd result as the

wethod of calculation which Engels criticized.

The growth of the mcans of subsistence is nmot an arithmetic rate.
Beginning vith Malthus, those who advocated this csteblished their thearies
on the "lav of diminishing returns fram the land,” But the "law of
diminishing returns from the land,” as previously pointed out, overlooks
scientific, technological advance and the development of productive power,
and as a result this theory is vithout basis. The facts speak clearly.

Fo matter whether in capitalist or im socialist natioms, the growth of the
means of subsistence has cxceeded an aritbmetic rate, ond the rate of
growth in socialist natiocns is c¢ven greater. In capitalist nations, because
their society and their economic systems are not similer, even if the growth
of the means of subsistence surpssses arithmetic progression, the laboring
masses still cennot escape poverty. In ancialist natioms, the level of the
material apd cultural life of leboring people must continuonaly rise as
production continuously develops. The rate of growth of agricultursl and
industrial production in the extremely short period after liberation has
never been surpassed in history. fThe average yearly growth of our in.
dustrial production is 10%, of egriculturasl production is 5% and it is
estimated thet in 1957 whem the first Five Ycar Plan is completed, the

value of total industrial and agricultural production will beve increased
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more than ,0% over 1952, end the rate of increase greatly exceeds the
natural rate of increase of the population. Even if we simply speak in
terms of the major item in the means of subsistemce: food, total produc-
tion wvas estimated to be 220 billion cetties. In 1952 1t was 335 billion,
in 1954 1t was 339 billion, 1im 1955 it was 348 billion and in 1950 it wes
36C billion cacties. The rate of increase greatly exceeds the natural
rate of increase of the population. [/t present, the aversge share for
each pcrson of our population of u30 ullion’yearly is 580 cattics of food.
According to the requirements of the "1956-1907 Natiomel Outline for
Agricultural Development, " the total amount of the nation's food will
increase to 838 billiom catties by 1967. Evem if the population increases
at a natural increase rate of 20 or 25 per thousand and reaches 770 or 840
million by 19¢7, the average yearly share of food per person would still be
1000 catties or more, wvhich greatly exceeds past increases. Beside raising
per mou production, the additional factors of development of westeland and
appropriate transfer of people to the Northwest and Southwest should make
the rate of growth in the means of subsistence still greater. In spite of
past econcmic and sciemtific beckwardness, to comtinue to say that in China
today, the rate of growth of industrial and sgriculturel prcduction is
arithmetic 18 to ignore facts and is moreover, not iIn accordance with the
econcmic lew of the continuous rise in productivity under the socialist
system. '

Melthus and his followers used to take populatiom and the me=ns
of subsistence (some even used population and land area or population ond
arable lend area) and campare them, using population as a denaminator and
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and means of subsistence as a numerator. They then used the size of this
ratio to calculate the prosperity of soclety. We consider that the problem
does not lie in vhether it is permissihle to compare these factors, but lies
in the vey in vhich they are compared. More important is the fact that this
ratio cennot be isolated or superficially exsnined and analyzed. Malthus and
his followers adopted a metephysical method of analysis, first by not examining
the besic dctemining function of the production relationships of society, and
secondly by overlooking the influence of social and economic life on the growth
of the means of subsistence, As a result they erromecusly concluded that the
rate of growth of the maanl of subsistence can never catch up vith the rate

of growth of the population, and from ulterior motives they cried “population
surplus®” and "population pressure o Naturally' Malthusianists are taking the
position of the capitalist classes end their aim is to defend the capitalist
syltén, Our poait:l.gn and that of Malthusianists axe ‘oontradictory, for if
wanmmupﬁylicalmthodsofaml_yu- it vould be hard to avoid
falling enev into these erronsous conclusions. It can be clearly seen from
the foregoing snalysis of conditions in this country that in the few years
since liberation the rate of growth in the means of production and the means
of subsistence greatly exceeds the rate of population grouth, and that the
terminology “"population pressure” end "population surplus” is without basis.,
The problem for the eh_tin world_doea not lie in “population surplus® snd
“populstion pressure.” Clearly, despite the destruction of the Second World
War, in the post-war period this lav of the faster grovth in production than
in populetion is still applicabls. Besed on United Nations naterials, in the
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period 1948-1955, the world population grew 10% and world industrial
production on the other hand grev 51% while agricultural production grew

a3.%/

Since we have substantially echieved the victory of the socialist

rovolution, eliminated the exploitative system and eliminsted the basic reasons

for unemployment and poverty, why should there be a population problem in

China today? what is the nature and content of our population problem at
present? What sort of solution should we adopt?

~ We agree with one vriter's atatemen't.: "the elimination of the
private yroperty system only el:uid.na‘beo population problems arising from the
private property system (although this is the most essentisl and most con-
spicuous problem of private property society) and is not the elimination of
the whole population probleno"-Z/ It has been understood from the foregoing
analysis that population problems are produced in socio-economic systems and
are produced by the contradictions between production power and production
relationships in specific socleties, It 1s also understood that ss long as
society exists for even one day, contradictions ﬁatmen productive powver and
production relationships cennot be avoided for an instent. What is different
is thet in socialist societies which have eliminasted private monopoly systems
and exploitative systems, contradictions between productive power and produc~
tion relationships are non-conflicting contradictions. As a result,
population problems expressed in these contradictions are not problems and
contradictions of opposing classes but are problems and contradicticns among
the people.
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On September 27, 1956 it had been pointed out in the Reﬁution

of the Report on Government of the Eighth Session of the National Representative
|

Assembly of the Chinese Commmist Party thet "Our mnjor internal co*‘:tradicucn
is by nov the contradiction between the demands of :the people to em;hamoh an
sdvanced industrial state and the reality of e backvard agricultural country.
The substence of this @Mcﬁm, under the condition that the socialist
systen Lias already been established in this comntry, is also the costredicticn
betveen an advanced socialist system and the productive pover of bacekward
society.” In its general aspect, this contradiction determines the nature and
substance of all major social and economic problems in this country }at present
sud simllerly elso determines the nature and substence of the present populatdon
problem of this coumtry. ‘

In order to solve our major internal contradictions, and ﬁ(ra.nlfom
this country as soon as possible from a backward agricultural nati | into an
advanced industrial nation, we should fully utilize the advantage :j an
advanced socialist system, and under the condition of production reliationlhip
bagsically suiting the nature of productive power, concentrate and mciibilize all
energy o develop and raise the level of productive pover in the society in
the shortest possible time, and then to further perfect and solidify‘ soclalist

production relationships and also promote the developnent of roial ;productive
|

pover on a still higher level. After removing the exploltative systbm and

eliminsting the besic reasons for unemployment end poverty, the bui}: path to.
|

a solution of the population problem of this cowntry is ug fuiluve, hamely,

to develop and raise the level of productive power of the society as soon es
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possible, At the same time, the party and the government must determine a
suitable populatipn policy based on socialist veconomic law and population law
in combination with the differing conditions under different stages of the
socialist construction process in this cauntry,.

The sige of our population has grown rapidly in the few years since
liberation. In the foregoing passages we have analyzed this rapid rate of
growth as due in the main to the rapid decline in the death rate, It reflects
the rise in the standard of living and the superiority of the socialist system.
We should rejoice in this and not bel pessimistic, But since the level of
procinctivé pover of our society is not high in the trensitional period, contra-
dictions still exist among the people between the need for the rapid development
of the economy and culture and the codition that the econony and culture cannot
suffice people at present, As aresult, if the birth rate of the population
continues to mintajn its original comparatively high lcvel at the szme time
that the death rate rapidly declines, it will cause a continuous and rapid
growth in the population sisze which would create a certzin obstacle to raising
the standard of 1living rapidly. As the‘remlt of previous anslysis of the law
of population under socialism, however, it is understood that the present rapid
goowth <f population is only characteristic of the incipient stage of socialist
construction, and that by the last period of socielist construction it must turn
into a stable rate of growth. It is entirely necessary and correct; however,
that the. Party and the Govermment determine suitable populatim policy in our
transitional period accarding to the inevitgble developmental trend expressed in
the law of population under socialism and the demands of the people in order
to eid the decline of the birth rate and soften the trend of mapid growth of
the populétion in the first period of socdialist construction, They must also limit
and prevent the detrimental effect on the rapid raising of our stsndard of

Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9



Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9

65

living caused by the rapid growth of population indicated by this first pericd.
Thereby they will lessen the specific difficulties which popuiation growth in
the treansitional period in this country creastes for repidly raising the
standard of living, This is the basis for the adoption of suitzble birth
control policy under present historical conditions,

To push the analysis further, we consider that there are the following
reasons why births must be appropriately econtrolled in this country today.
First, in order to meet the needs of the people, and to improve their health
in the interest of the netion, individual famllies and the new zenerationg
suitable bifth control measures must be adopted, As has veen eaid previously,
the rise in the standard of living has been universal and coenspicuons in the
few years since liberation. But because in the past this cuntry suffered
exploitation and slavery under imperialism, feudalism and burcaucratic capitalism,
it is very backward economically end culturally., The improvement of this backe
ward condition will require & period of twenty or thirty years., Naturally this
backward condition cannot but limi’;. the g:eedy improvement of the standard of
living and naturally cannot but leawve to us many difficulties which will not
be quickly and casily overcome, These difficulties are often especially
conspicuous in the case of parents uith meny children. Many white collar and
industris&l workers who are parents are seriously and detrimentally affected in
their own work, study and personal heal th because of heavy burdens in life, and
their family life and the education of their children is impalred and made
difficult, As a result, dll parents urgently need birth comtrol in the
pressing intercst of themselves and their children, larisr: gonilescdy demana
birth control, This demand is entirely rationaJB.?“/ Based on the forecgoing
analysis of the low of population under socialism, we can b‘ette:r understand

#nat this demsnd is produced to a certain extent by the greai sccio-ccmomic
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revolution in the country and the pperaﬁ.on of basic economic law under
socialism through changes in the way of 1ife and the rise in the standard of
living. .

Secondly, based on the program "of giving consideration to every
deteil and to have a comprehensive general‘ plau in which everything has its
proper place;" to improve and perfect arrangements for the material well being
of people even more quickly, and under the p.r'emise of considering the development
of productim. md the raieing of productivity as of primery importance, we
should adopt sultable birth control methods to cause the populstion of families
and the population of the nation to grow & little more slowly. As has been
malyzed in the faregoing, the cgricultural and industrial production of this
country is growingmch faster than pépulation, This gusrantees that the
standard of living 6f this country cam still improve yearly. But, if population -
growth slows a little, then the impmovement in the standard of living will be
a little faster, This is espoc':l.oi]y true in view of the unusual past economic and
culturel backwardness of this country and the huge population base, although
it 48 clearly recognized that in this there is not the slightest element, of
eo-called "population pressure” or "population surplus."These conditions
inevitebly bring certein difficulties to the repid improvemant of the standard
of living in the transitional and even in longer periods, For same families
at previcus income levels, too many children inevitably affected family life.

For the sake of more rapidly and more perfectly arranging for the material

well-being of the peopls it 1s completely necessary to sctively make propaganda

and ldvbcute birth-control on a nationwide scale in order to change birthecontrol
from sn instinctive movement of people to a largely self-conscious movement.

At the same tims, we consider that this policy is based on the objective

necessity of the law of population under socialism and therefore will certuiray

have a successful result,
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For just such reasons, the Party and the Covernven® hav: expressed
approval and now support appropriate birth contreol based on the broad national

needs of farmers and industrisl and white collar workers and in ssponse to

the concrete sitnation of the country. It has furtheiwcre ordered srgenizas

tions concerned to teke the corresponding necessary measures. I[n Msrch 1955,
the Central Bommittee of the Party explicitly pointed out: “Birih contrel is
a major policy problem which concerns the livelihood of the massas, Under
presant historical conditions and in the interest of the nation, the family
and the rew generation; our Party approves appropriate bicih contrel." In

the Eighth National Representative Assembly of the Chinese Commnist Party of
September 1956, Comrade Chou En-lai said in the report which he made on behalf

of the QGeneral Committee of the Party called Resolution Concerning the Second

Five Year Plan for the Development of the National Economy, when he spoke on

improving the health of the people, "For the purpose of safeguarding women
and children; for a better education for the second generstion, and in the
interest of the health end prospects of the race, we approve aprropriate
birth control, The Ministry of Health should assist concerned organizations
to implement appropriate publicity about birth control and furthermore, to
take effective measures,"

While publicizing birth control we must still pay attention to the
people of the nation,; especially tc implementing necessery education for the

farming masses in the hope of gradually eliminating thought which is incorrect

or reminiscent of feudalism. For exanple, proverbs such o Wi 2 aan Las
grown he should marry, when a woman has grown she shouid marey " Maere are
three things which are unfilial, to lack posuverity is the woersh,” "hovs and

girls fill the hall, sons and grendsons around the knees” and " sons and
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daughters are determined by fate beyond human power to change," Some

~people certainly understand that "when children are msny the mother suffers,®
but consider that "sons and daughters are determined by fate, how dare we
transgress against heaven's intention with birth control?" Therefore, since
socialist thought of the masses has risen and superstitious feudal thoughts
gradually eliminated, the demand for birth control can naturally and
properly‘be uttered,

Some writers consider that the reason for birth control is to rapidly
raise the productivity of the people and to meet ehe requirements of basic
socialist economic law and the law of plenned proportional development of
the national economy so 83 to cause us to be able to smoothly fulfill the
total mission of the transitional period and to be able in the future to
meet basic economic missions without excessive strainszy/Their major points
can be broadly described as followss

First, writers who advocate this point of view explain that basic
economic law under socialism demands that we should continually increase and
perfect production on a high technological level, What is meant by causing
production to grow on a high technological level is that it is necessary to
raise productivity, The most important factor in raising productivity is to
improve the technical equipment of the workers. The law furthermore does not
demand that we continuously increase and perfect production on the plane of
quantitative increase in labor power, In order to advance the industrialization
mission of this country on a high technological level we must have accurmlation
of capital, The way to increase the accumulation of capital consists in
greater effort to increase production, but a present decline in the birth rate
of this country would also aid the rate of growth of the accumulation of cspital
and the enlargement of totel accumulation, A higher birth rate only irmplies
greater consumption and smaller accumilation and is incompatible with cur

raising productivity in a shorter period and fulfilling the mission of socialisi.

industrialization,

o . Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9



' Approvedl For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9
69

Secondly, vhese writers salso explasin that from the point of view of
the law of planned proportional development, conditions are similer. To advance
production, labor power is necessary, But labor power must be matched to the
tools of produciiviie, Only thea can ib develop the greatedt resalt, The toods
of production asre dead labor, As a result, the problem of the proportion
between live lsbor &nd dead labor develops here, Our present problem is that
there are still not enough productive tools to give the most rational, most
economic and most effective utilization to labor power. At present, for exampls,
to advance production at 8 high level of technology each worker must be equippéd
with about 13,000 yuan worth of productive tools. Accoraing to ﬁese figures
and based on the sccumuletion of 1954, we can only increase the number of workers
1,300,000 yearly. In the Second Five Year Plan, only 1,400,000 workers can be
added on the aversge each year, If half need employment, there are then 6,000,000
. persons who must find & suitable place in the national economy, This is & cone
tradiction stemming from our present national economy, 1In order to solwve the
problem of maladjustment in the ratio between live labor and dead lsbor, these
writers suggest three methods and advocate the adoption of the third method.

The third method is to consider past methods of this country as a foundation,
(namely the first method) but quickly take drastic action to lower the birth

rate, This will, on the one hand, accelerate socialist industrialization to

cause a continuous rise in the technological level of this country, and on the
other, to cause the population needing employment in the future to gradually decline
and thus a more gppropriate ratio of live labor to dead labor in this country

after several five year plan.’:?m/

We consider that writers vho tsake this point of view are completely correct
when they analyze populaiion problems from the point of view of the relationship
between basic economic luw under sccielism and the law of planned proportional
development of the national economy, and who furthermore point out that under
certsin conditians the great size of the population snd exceedingly high

birth rate would produce a certzin influence and limiting effect upon the

rapid gro h Af nuadaaddian and Phan wmand A dnevarraneand AL kA b anidamd
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of living. They help us understand that when planning the national econony
it is necessary to take into consideration the active effect and influemce
of such large factors as population size and its rate of growth,

But, ve simply do not consider that basic economic law under
socialism iteelf includes the need for birth control end a fall in the birth
rate. It is correct to say that to attain continuous growth and continuous
perfection of production st a high level of technology it is necessary to

‘inerease productivity, and that to increase prodmuvity it is necessary to

increase the technological equipment of the workers and increase the propor-
tion of dead labar to live labor; and that to do this it is necessary to
increase the rate of accumulation of capital, But, if it is inferred from
this that to increase accumulation or to raise the proportiom of dead labor to
live labor it is necessary to have birth control, a decrease in the birth rate
of the population and a decline in the labor force, then this should be re-
congidered.

First, basic economic lav under socialism expresses the aim of
socialist production--the maximm (fullest or definite) satisfaction of the
dally groving material and cultural demands of the cntim» society. And the
means of attaining this aim is to continuously expand and perfect socialist
production on e high techuological plane. Under the nev socialist system,
workers are the masters and real essence of society. They are the consumers
and st the same time the producers, and the aim of socialist production is to
produce far the vorkers themselves, and the means to this eim is the achieve-
ments of the workers themselves. (hat we call the "daily growing demand of
the whole society" includes both the growing demand stemming from the better-
ment of the standard of living of each person, and the growing demend of the
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entire soclety vhich arises from the increase in the number of workers. If

it is said that the aim of socialist production is for the benefit of all

the laboring masses, and that to attain this aim it is necessary to expel
them, that is bdeing inconsistent. If it is even further said that the aim

of socialisi production is to expel them, that is even more inconsistent. ‘
The “optimm"” satisfaction and "highest" technological plane must alvays
include certain historical and socisl conditions and under new socialist
productive relationships must include the level of the development of the
productive powver of society under new socialist conditions. To understand
this in any other way would lead to a mechanical and parochial point of

viev end even distort the basic implications and real effect of basic economic
lav- under socialism. Itmumuwthatmnnﬁm is a necessary
wmmmumofmmmmmnfemuaw
conditiontothedlvdmtpfprodncuonandlocw. In certain periods

of society, the size eand rate of growth of population is one objective reality,
and economic law under socialism operates in this objective reality. Of course
ve cannol agree with theories vhich disregard historical and social conditions
by proposing that "at any time, in sny plsce, the grovth of population stimu-
lates the development of production in a society.” As a result, ve consider
that the size and the rate of grovth of population is both a motivational
condition f&themiwofpmdncﬂmvhihatacertainlevel of desvelop-
ment of the productive, power of society it is a condition vhich influences the
standard of living. In eny case, it camnot be inferred from basic economic
lav under socialism that: to incmm production and lessen consumption it 1is
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necessary to decrease the birth rate of the population, Such thearies are
under suspicion of "mixing cause énd effects®

Secondly, we similarly consider that the main way to increase
production is to increase the size of the labor force and also to increase
productivity, We also consider that the prinsry mission is to construct
socialist society and to increase productivity. But, because the continuocus
growth of productivity is one of the laws of socialist economy and the growth
of the size of the labor force is an objective fact of the development of
society we cannot therefore emphasize the increase of productivity and {gnore
or overlook growth in the size of the labor force, In fact, both usually
go together without contradiction, FReproduction of the society necessarily
includes reproduction of the labor force. As reproduction increases, the
size of the labor force also continuously expands, It is only in capitalist
society that increase in reproduction is alweys accompanied by the daily
impoverishment of the laboring masses and the unemployed, and the daily en=-
largement of the reserve army of the unemployed, In socialist society, '
however, the number of persons employed grows daily as reproduction increases,
unemployment gradually disappears and the life of workers gradually improves,
Reproduction of the labor force is constantly realized in the socialist re-
production proc.essa A planned, guaranteed supply of labor for industry is
one of the basic conditions for grester socialisAt production, We say that to
ralse productivity, to canse production to continuously increase and improve
on & high technological level, it is necessary that it be advanced on the
foundation of these necessary facts about the growth in size of the labor

force, gnd we cannot. look on the increase in size of the labor force
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as completely contradictory to raising productivity on & high t:echnological

level, As a result, we cannot consider that basic economic law under socialism

does not require that we casuse production to grow ccutinuously and continuously

improve on the foundation of a larger labor force, nor cen we consider that

this law even implies the exclusion of an increase in the size of the labor force.
Thirdly, in terms of the rela’don between population and the accumila~

tion of capital; we cannot only consider the relation between accumlation

- of capital and a consuming population and overlook the aspect of the relationship

between a producing population and the accumulation of capital, If we enly
consider population as consumers, then increase of populaivion necessarily
implies more consumption, less accumulationi this would affect the increase of
productivity and influence the share of technological equipment of .eacﬁ worker
which is to say that it would affect the proper ratic between live labor and
dead labor, But, if at the same time we. consider population as producers,

then circumstances are somewhat different, There are several conditions here,
The first is that the incresse in the labor which the popula tion gets done is

only enough for their oun consumption and there is none left over for pro-

‘duotion for society. Under this condition there is no increase in accumulation,

The second condition is that in the increase in labor done by the population there
is still some left for social production over and above what is needed for

their oun consumption, Under this condition, accumulation would increase a
certain smount. Still a third condition is that the increase in labor which

the population does is still not enough for its own consumption needs, which
would decrezse accumulation a certain amount, In fact any of ithese three

conditions might occur but in terms of whole societies, and especially in terms
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of socialist nations, the second condition is the important one. We must
point out that wvhen we study the share of techinical facilities whileh laborers
get in the ratio between live lsbor and dead labor ve take laborers or live
labor as the denominator and their share of technical facilities or desd laboi
as the numerator and it is entirely legitimate to observe the corvelation and
change bustween numerator and denominator. But we shouldn‘t think that to
enlarge the quotient of this fraction we must shrink the denominator. Because
we understand that what the demominator represents is the objective reality
of & certain social period and does not mean that we can at the same time
forget that the technical equipment or dead labor which the mmerator represent:
is created by the live labor or workers represented by the denominator, As »
result we cammot irresponsibly consider population grovth as contradictory to
increase in capital accumilation; still less can ve infer from vasic economic
law of pocialism that %o mereaae' capital accumilation and raise productivity
it is necessary to decrease the birth rate and decroase the size of the labor
foree.

Lastly, writers wvho put forth this opinion still consider thet:
“Bagie economic lav under socialism requires that production continuously
increase and improve on a high technological plane and that this requires an
appropriate amount of production material for the equipment of each worker,
Of course if the production material with vhich each worker is equipped should
be a little less than the ideal leval, production still can advance as before.
Aut. since svch production does not advance on & hign tecanol cgicrl level and

can be advanced on a backward technical baslis; it is not in accord with the
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requirenents of basic ecomomic law under soci&limc'-’*-l-/

Ve cousider that this understanding should bte re-exsmined., If it .
is said that only by the utilization of high technology industry can we meet
the requirements of basic econculc leav under socialism, then, not only in
this country at present, but even in Russia today, only an extremely few
industries meet the requirements of basic economic lav under socialism, For
example, in the electric industry, vhat is the very highest technology today?
It is soneration by atonic energy. By this criteria, ther, aside from a rare
one o two atomic energy genmexrating stations, there are no incustries which
meet the requirements of basic economic law under socialimm. Of course this
is unrealistic. As s resul:, we can see that this principle will csuse the
field of operation of basic economic law under socialism to be forever limited
to an extremely few industries and denies it universal meening in its operation
in various areas of socialist national economies, hence denies its abllity to
determine all major processes of besic economic lavw and all major aspects of
1te dovelopment under socialist systems. We also consider thet the high
technological level vhich basic ecomomic lav under socialism requires to cause
production to increese and improve camnot do without the folloving factors:

1. the level of productive power attained; 2. present manpover and amaterial
powver; 3. present internal end international conditions, These thrxee factors
are inseparsble., Only by fully utilizing the technology which we already have
on the present foundation of manpower and material power and by continuously
adopting the latest technology can we cause the continuous growth and improve.
ment of socialist production and fully satisfy the deily increasing needs of
the people. Othervise, if we congider that this country should only use the
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most modern technological facilities to equip each worker in the socialist
construction process, and that t0 use outdsted technicel ecuipment or to use
all the technical equirment of medium and small scale industries veems un-
necessary, then we would deny importent practicel meaning 4o mediunr and small
scale industries in socialist comstruction in this country snd in meeting the
daily groving demsnds of the people not ounly in the present but in the futuve.
This way of thinking and point of viev is obviously divorced frowm reality.

In this problem, there are certainly quite a feu people vho are
excessively easger to adopt the "world‘s moet e:d.vm:xced..‘i “fimmt rece” or
"autcmatic equipment . They consider that in the long view these things are
necessary and economical, but they overemphasize the future and overlook
present reality and overlook the contradictions between future and present
noeds and between future and present eeonumyoég/ We consider thai within a
specific scope and to s specific extemt it is neceasary to adopt the latest
technological equipment in the socialist comstruction process of this country
and that as the national economy develops its scope rould enlarge and the
amount would increase; but we cammot require nor can ve accomplish this in
all production units and sectors qf the national economy. In accordance with
our present concrete conditions, as we construct certein nceded large industries
vhich have the very latest technological equipment, it would be of greater
edvantageto our socialist construction to use a portion of capital to comstruct
more numerous medium and small industries which use the technical facilities
vhich we heve on hand  People’s Dally hes polated cot o orrn a¥ togdal on

. FEGR

the initial experience of construction in this country that: "levelopmental
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progress in this country must be commensurate with the basic mm.ticl
of dn' economic development.” In other words, construction in this country
should arise from concrete emdiﬁmandﬂmﬂdbomulimcmdwtim.
wewmaummwmnm@émnm. Our construction
experience proves that large ccsle, modernized and mechenized industries are
notal.wqrsthemctecononieal 'J.’heeonstmctionoflamancalo uodernized
and mechanized mdustriee, coordinated with small scale industries with lower
technical standards developed in large quantities according to plan is not
only necesssry to our socialist Wmt}on but . 1s more econowlcal.,

For exsiple, to construct a coal mine of 150,000 tons yearly capacity would
ooly rcquna an investment of 20,9 Yuan for each ton eéﬁmtgd productive
capacity, and moreover, could begin production within a .:near, and within four
yesrs ooul@ realize its entire estimated productive capacity. If a coal mine
is bullt of 900,000 tons productive capacity per year, it would then require
the investment of 4J.1 Puan per ton estimated produstive capacity, and moyeover
ma}wuyeaubemztmbegupromnuonmfrmmucumm
before it can reslize its entire estimated productive capacity. Bullding in
the steel industry is the same. To build s steel mill of 1,500,000 tous yearly
output needs an investment of 12 to 15 billion Yuan, zﬁquimo roughly nine
Years frow plan to realization, and can only begin producing pig iron in the
sixth fiscal year of construction. If the same smount of money is used to
‘cmstruet- a steel :I.nduﬁtry of roughly 160,000 tons yearly production, then
nto13muscmbebuiltandeachmlvaﬂ.donlyneedmushlyfmm
from plamning to completion and can produce pig iron in the third year of
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construction. WOommthtbemmmof‘mmmum‘
and soall sdale industries enumereted here as well as other branches of medium
mﬂlmm,@mmuwémmmma@nmtm
neod ourselves. Thocﬂnstrucﬁonofmdi\mundmllnmudmtryucu
mmmmmmtmmmmemmdmonm
accel exgted eonutmtion progress plus grester technical rescurces, conserva-
tion of foreign exchange and so forth,. For these reasons ve must firmly carry
mmmut'ofme&cimﬁmg_epononwtofmew
NMWM“W& deternining eonwtrmtion goals, we
mgmmmmnlmm,mmmmmimmanmnum

mst adopt, do our utmost to use medium scale in couwbinstion vith smell scale
indistries, to use large scale in cosibinstion with modium and smell scale
in#istites, to use pevly constructed industry in coabination with the expeusion

mmu'mﬁesmmwm,mwmmmmm

umﬁmwmm-ﬁ/ We can gee from this that vhem
we study the technical equipment of each vorker, or the emount of dead lsbor
vith which each unit of live lsbor must be equippsd ve cammot anly teke the
latest technical equipment as & norm, but must plen on current technical equip-
ment and out-dated technical equipment.

. Insm,thatﬁe.donotmewithth‘epom-ofﬂwwhich
conaiders that the basic economic law of socialiem itself requires that the
bmmrm,umnmmmwummofwepnmt
rate of pstural increase is pecessary and sultable to conarete conditicns in
this comtry, We have said previcusly that to meet the needs of the working
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and farming masses, for the health of the people and the bemefit of the new
generation, for a little improvement in the family arrangements of the people
at a eerta.in income level, we approve appropriate birth control in order to
depress the birth rate and retard the rapid growth of the population,

We must still point ocut that the theoretical basis on which we
publici?.e birth control at present is entirely different from the theoretical
basis on vhich Malthusianists propose birth control. e must discriminate
this point clearly and cannot tolerate the slightest misidentificetion.

Halthusianists propose birth control on the basis of their erroneous
and even absurd population theory. This “population theory™ from Malthus to

Vogt can be called a Summa Theologica of vulgar and reactionary soclology,

economics and biology. They openly defend the capitalist system snd they' con-
sider the unemployment, poverty and crime of society as something created by
vhat is called a natural, eternal lav of population vhich seems to be without
relation to the soclal system itself, and say that the poverty of the laboring
masses 18 brought on themselves and should not be alleviated. They even say
that the people of colonial backward nations and what they call their "“inferior®
races "deserve" disaster, and that the best thing for the homelands of these
peoples ig ﬁhat their so-called "superior” races migrate and conquer them,

Aside from proclaiming that var and natural calamity are necessary methods

for eliminating vhat is called their 'surplvs population®, they declare while

pretending false compassion that birth control is the only thing to improve
the life of the leboring masses.” Their intent is to keep the laboring

masses from overthrowing the capitalist system and fram struggling vith the
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capitelist classes, Ve have previously criticized and emalysed the errors
and absurdities of this “theory." | B

Our present jroposal o sdopt eppropriste birth control is based
on Marxist population theory, on the lav of popilation uwnder socislisn and
1s proposed on the besis of conorete conditions in this country st present.
Mmmm@mautmatmmummhatem,mwm
law of populuumupplimm.e to all societlies and that the law of population
oqummubommmdead,}mmthebulisofmmdeofpmdmt:l_on
of thet society., In class societies, 1nc1nd1ng capitalist societies, to
-mﬁ‘muuofmmmmmmmnnmmw solve the
basic contradiction betwean production relationships and productive power,
Today, this country has besieslly won the socialist revolution, terminated
the histary of the class explaitative system of the past several thousend
m,mm;mM‘mmmmfmmmotmmﬁ-or
mhlicamdxipofthomnsofpmductim,mdelimimﬁedthebaﬂcm
formlomt,mrtyandem On this foundation the law of population
vmdnrlooulilnbemtoonente. Since the material and cultural life of
mwmmmmdmtinmmaspmm
m,nwwummmmmmwmnma
the people, mg is entirely different from the proposals of Malthusianists,
Engels has pointed out that achieving commmisn (including the first stage of
mmum)mawmmwommw‘dmm. He said:
“The absbmt possibility exists of th'e. sort of grovth in size of mankind
vhich would lead, morecver, to the necessity of limiting this growth, But, if
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mnwmmmmummmwmmmwa
'mm,atwummuiummormma
production, nmmymmmeuumm-bmuﬂmtm
-ugmsr.aifneuuy. mmmofmsnantwmhem
mm-unbmwwmmmmmm
mmmmmmwmwmumm
Imm.um;mmtmng Butﬂ:epeop]eofeommisbmicbiea
mwmmmumwmmm,mm,mm
Mmtotm _/

| mmmmmmmtenmmmumor ,
mewwmmmmmmmm
Mmutommmwwthcmmumbm
daterial of production, womthummmm First; oo
,mugm?un(mmsmmmnm)mmunwmc
mmwdmmmammmarm
m;m,uwttuummmummm
cantzol to regulate the production of the population. This cannct be done
under the snarchistic capitalist social system, Third, whether or mot to
Wmummmmy,mmmmuunum
'wmmermmmwormmtumnm. In terms
of Jresent cooditions in thls eowntay, pecple still profme themselves
spontensously in the main, apd are not able to implement plammed birth cone
tyol in the strict sease within  short time, But this nation can cause
people through policy end efuwationsl publicity %o grelually change from
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such spontencous acts to acts vhich, to & certein extent are self-conscious.
Tharefore, in the jresent stage, ve conelder that it is necessary to do and
indesd, ve can caly do the following two things vith respest to this cowrtry's
populstion policy: PFirst, when plamning the national econoumy, no metter
mmm'mmwmm,mmmmtqrm
m,ammmwmmmmmnmofmamh, 1t
uamm-mwroumwmof"gimgmdemuontoemy
detail and to heve a comprehensive general plan in vhich everything has its
pmﬂm'hmmmmmﬂmaba&muzeofmm
tion as well es its possible rate of growth. Secondly, t0 sctively implement
Mnmmmmmmwmbwm

, srmugbmanlt-mmm‘dmdmumofthom,mdtohm
the concerned orgenizations taks sulteble effective measures to facilitats
the development of this work,
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Cf. editorial in People's Daily, Merch 5, 1957: "Thers Should Be
Appropriate Birth Control,"

1§9_ first edition, published in 1798. The full title is An Essay on
;hc: Principle ofAPogglg tion as It Affects the Puture Improvemest of
Society. 'nu second edition was revised and sugmented in 1803.

Quotations in general are taken from the second editionm.

. Marx, O_g_g:_l‘tai Vol. I, People's Press, 1953, p. 796.

Engel | gtlgm ot a Critique of Political Economy, People's Press,

1951. pp. 38-"3' .
Marx, Capital, Vol.-l, People's Préu, 1953, pp. 8l11-812.
Ibid., pp. 794-796.

The Soviet Academy of Science, Ecomomic Research Institute, Textbook

of Political'!eono!z, People's Press, 1955, p. 152,

Lenin, Theory of Land Problems, Vol. I, Liberation Press, 1949, p. 73.

E. Roll, A. History of Ecomomic mou;g;t, New York, 1956, p. 211.

83

C£. A. Y. Burgeli,* X ;ﬁ{ ﬁ‘, 5|42, " A Criticism of Bourgeois and

Revisionist 'Theoxy' of the Inpoverishment of the Proletariat," Jouml of

World Econog Jmary. 1957.

_(_:_!_ & Ssu-chin, Z, j‘ﬁ’ o~ Contemporary American Bourgeois

Sociology at the Service of Expansionism, Three Union Press, 1955, p. 89;

cf. also, Lei Chin-na, & 5 /j}.&g‘; "Criticism of Neo-Malthusianism,"

Literature, History, Philosophy, August, 1955.

Ch'so Ch'i-min, Chang Chieh, The Population of Chins and the Problem of

Food, Chinese Press, 1937, pp. 127, 130.
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Wang Ya-nan, lhrxiu—l_:_ Populsation Iheogx’ ﬁd Chinese Population Probleus,

Science Press, 1956, pp. 28-35; cf. alao Chao Chin, "Criticism of
Modern Chinese Re;ctiqnaty Population 'Theories'," New Construction,
December, 1955.

The Soviet Academy of Sclence, Economic Research Imstitute, Text ok

of Political Economy, People's Press, 1955, p. 594.

~C£. Ch'en Yun, "On Problems of Increasing Production and Austerity,"

(in Speeches of the Third General Meeting of the Second General

Conferance of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference),

 People’s Datly, March 10, 1957.

Cf. Presidium of the Soviet Union, Central Statistical Bureau,

Statistical !;gctigln Bullgtgn of tho Kati.onal Economy of the Sovie

Union, Sutiaties Ptcss, 1956, p. 239. Statistical Yearbook at 1955,

pP. 22; Stattatical l(onthl » October, . 1956

Ch'en Ta, Pthtion Ptoblm, Co-erciul Preas, 1934, p. 195. .

Hsd Shih-lien, Outline of Population meog Chinese Press, 1954. p. 204,
Cf. Suslov, "The 'l‘hi.rty-llinth Anniversary of tha Great October Ruvolur

tion," People's gg_i. z lwaubar 8, 1956- Ch_'len Ta, Population Pmblm,
Commercial Press, . 1934, pp. 176, 191-195. | ’

Cf. Ch'en Ta, Populathg_ Problems, Commercial Press, 1934, p. 191:,

Table 48; Cheo Q\‘ehj-};ain, "Problems of the"Céordi.nation of chnbmic
Production and Reproduction of the Population in the Transitional

Period in this Country," Teaching and Research, No. 4, 1957.
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. Ch'en Ta, Population Problems, Commercial Press, 1934, 191-195.

IR IR

. Chao Ch'eng-hsim, op. cit.
The Soviet Academy of Science, Economic Research Institute, Textbook
of Political Economy, People's Press, 1955, p. 239.

The birth rates of the major capitalist nations were in 1955: America,

24.6/1000; England, 15.4/1000; France, 18.6/1000; West Germany, 15.7/1000

and with the axception of the close relation between the American and

Russian birth rates, all were below that of Russia.

A. Y. Boyarski, Pﬁ'ﬁi";)ﬁi}’;ﬁfﬂ,ﬁ.&%\ P. P. Shusherin, 2.2 . 2% 24K

Study of Population Statistics, Statistical Press, 1956, p. 150.

Chao Ch'eng-hsin, op. cit.

C£. Stalin, Problems of the Russian Socialist Ecomomy, People's Press,
1956, pp. 22-23.

C£. The Soviet Academy of Science, Economic Research Imstitute,
Textbook of Political Economy, People's Press, 1955, p. 374; The First

Five Year Plan (1953-1957) for the Development of the National Economy

of the Chinese People’s Republic, People's Press, pp. 13-14; Chou

En-lai, "Report of Suggestions for the Second Five Year Plan for the

Development of the National Economy,' Documents of the Eighth General

Representative Assembly of the Chinese Communist Party, People's Press,

1957, p. 116.

Presidium of the Soviet Union, Central Statistical Bureau, Statistical

Materials Bulletin of the National Economy of the Soviet Uniom,
Statistical Press, 1956,. p. 13. |
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30. Xbid. p. 15.

31. Stalin, op. cit. pp. 24-25.

32. Presidium, op. cit. p. 217.

33. Cf. Chung Hui-lan, "We Heed Planned Birth Control" (in Speeches of the
Third General Meeting of the Szcond Cemeral Conference of the Chinece

People's Political Consulitative Conference), People's Daily, March 17,

1957.
Cf. also, "Ma Yin-ch'u Discusses Population Problems," Literary
Exchange, April 27, 1957. |

34. Qj_ Malezov,* “E_? ?”Vi };_ “"Capital Accumulation and the Impovarishmeat
of the Proletariat,” Textbook of Political Economv, Vel. 7, Three
Union Book Shop, 1951, ». 57.

35. Engels, "Letter to Ksutsky," Study Translatlon Series, Mo. 3, 1957,

p. 1.
36. Cf. A. Jaffe,* % . ?35‘{;_ "Kote on Some Problems of Estimating

Population Productivity and lLoag Term Planning," Economic Traaslaticn

Series, March, 1957.
37. Wang Ya-nan, “Marxist Population Theory sad China's Population Problem,"

New Constructioa, May, 1957, ». 17.

38. Cf. editorial in People's Daily, March 3, 1957, "There Should Be

Appropriate Birth Control."
39. Cf£. Wu Ching-ch'ao, "A Naw Theory on China’c Population Problem,"” New

Construction, March, 1957; Ch'ian Wei-t'ien, "The Economic Lew of

Socialism and China's Populetion Problem,” The Public, March 22, 1957;
Chang Chi-hsing, "Flannad Birth Control for the Benefit of Socialisn

(in Speeches of the Third Gemersl Meeting of the Second Genersal
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Conference of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference)

People's Daily, Merch 19, 1957.

40. Cf. Wu Ching-ch'so, op. eit.

41. Ibid.

42, €f. Li Feng, "Use Even More Curremt Technical Equipment to Speed the
Rate of Industrisl Comstructiom of the Country," People's Daily,
April 3, 1957.

43, See editorial in People's Daily, April 11, 1937, "Spend Less and
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