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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP
2430 E STREET NW.

WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

11 Sevtember 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SECRETARY OF WAR
ECRETARY OF THE NAVY
v'PERSUNAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESIDFNT ON NTA

Subject: Nationsl Security Act of 1947

1. Toon the coming into effect of the National Security 4ct
of 1947, the National Intelligence Authority automatically ceases
to exist and the Centrzl Intelligence Agency comes under the
Nationsl Security Council. Inesmuch as no date has been set for a
meeting of the National Security Council to carry on the work of the
National Intelligence Authority, the following suggestions and recom-
_mendations are mede:

- a. At the first meeting of the National Security Council,
it is recommended that all directives of the Nationsl Intelli-
gence Authority and the Centrsl Intelligence Group be con-
tinued 1In full force end effect until the National Security

: Council has had an opportunity to study the nroblem and to
; : make amendments and changes that they may consider desirable.

b. In order that the National Security Council meke an
esrly approach to this problem, it is recommended that the
Director of the Centrel Intelligence Agency be directed to
submit, within sixty deys, his proposal for National Security
‘ Couneil directives to bring former directivesiof the National
ILLEGIB Intelligence Authority and the Central Intell gence Groun into
line with the National Security Act of 1947.

c¢s In consideration of the size of the Nationsl Security
Council, as compared to the National Intelligence futhority,
1t is recommended thet a subcommittee be established to act
similarly to the National Intelligence Authority to furnish
the active direction of the Central Intelligence Agency. This
subcommittiee should be comnosed of & minimum number of members
end, as a suggestion, could be either the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Netional Defense, or the Secretary of
Btate, Secretary of Nationsl Defense, end the three Secretaries
ef “rmy, Navy and dir Force. Personally, I believe the first
suggestion is better since the Secretary of State has equal
reoresentation with the militery. If the second suggestion is
followed, there may be \gome complaints from State that.the
military is overshadowing them,
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2. The Director of the Central Intelligence Groun sat as a
non-voting member of the National Intelligence Authority, and, while
I believe it vpresumptuous and awkward on my part to suggest that he
so s8it with the Nationml Security Council, still it would be of
utmost agsistence if he could attend all meetings of the National
Security Councll in some capacity, either as observer, counsel or
advisor, in order to keep informed of what the thoughts of the
lNational Security Council may be. In addition, by being present,
the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency would slso be
available for such direet questions as may be propounded.

3, If you will indicate your approval or disapovroval cf the
suggestions and recommendetions above, I shall go shead and have
formal statements vrepared to be furnished to the National Security
Council et its first meeting.

4. H. HIEEgNKOETTER

Rear Admiral, USN
Director of Centrel Intelligence
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE EXECUTIVE. SECRETARY
: NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

1. Forwarded herewith is my recommendation to the Natlonal
Security Councll in connection with implementation of the
National Security Act of 1947 on assumptlion by the Council of
its functions. I feel these recommendations are within my
prerogative to meke and are requlred to malntain continulty of
Central Intelligence functions. There are set forth below two
further suggestions which may be outside my prerogative but whlch
would, I feel, be of sufflclent importance to bring to the
attention of the Council for 1ts early consideration.

(a) Active direction was glven to the Central Intedli-
gence Group by the four voting membefs of the National
Intelligence Authority. The Natlonal Security Act of 1947
sets forth the dutles of the Q%;g%%%l Intelligence Agency
and specifically that that they are to be performed under
the direction of the Natlonal Security Council. It is felt
that the size of the Natlonal Security Councll would prevent
the detalled direction by it, as a body,'so necessary to
the proper conduct of the National Intelllgence missién.

It i3 suggested that such direction would be better afforded

by the establishment of a sub-committee of the National

Security Council to consist of the Secretary of State and

the Secretary of National Defense. Thls sub-committes

would act in the name of the National Security Council
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2- Memo for the Executive Secretary

in matters relating to the functions of the Central
Intelligence Agencye

(b) The Director of Central Intelligehce sat as a
non-voting member of the National Intelligence Authority
and found this relationshlp most useful to the proper
performance of his duties. The Central Intelligence
Agency 1s by law under snd not a part of the National
Security Council, and the Director of Central Intelligences
should not participate 1ln the pollicy decisions of the
Council., It is felt however, that his presence at Councill
meetings in a purely advlsory capaclty, would continue a
practice heretofore useful to his misslon and one which
it is felt would be of asslstance to the Council in 1ts

consideration of problems affected by foreign Intelligence.

H. R. HILLENKOETTER
Rear Admirsal, USN
Director of Central Intelligence
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MEMORANDUM FOR NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
Subject: National Security Act of 1947

l. The National Security Act of 1947 established a Central
Intelligence Agency under the National Security Council, Section
102-D of the Act sets forth the baslc functions of that agency
to be performed under the direction of the National Security
Council. Effective when the Director of Central Intelligence
takes office, the National Intelligence Authority is abolished
and the personnel, propserty, records and funds of the Central
Intelligence Group are transferred to the'Agency. On that date
therefore, the Agency wlll be prepared to perform its statutory
funetions, but will be without direction from the Nationsl Security
Council as specified by the Act. The following recommendations
are thefefore submitted for consideration by the National Security
Councll at 1ts first meeting:

(a) TH—is-recommendsd that all directives of the National

Intelligence Autﬁ;rity to thé Central Intelligence Group be

continued in full force and effect inmeluding speecificaity ;>
the-authorlizations-establishing the Intelligence Advisory ¢

o

Beerdy-not provided for in the Acty,—in-its present form to

-advlise-the Director of Centrsl Intelliéeﬁbe on all intelli~
~—gence matters. The Agency wlll function undef this authori-
zation until specifically repealed, saltered or argumented
by the National Security Councll, or changed 1n accordance

with the recommendation in paragrapb‘ébbelow.
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(b)

direct the Director of Central Intelligence to submlt to

wded- that the National Security Councll

the Councll within slxty dayg, proposed authorizsations
supplanting the former directives of the National Intelllgence
Authority and specifying his functions and those of the
Central Intelligence Agency 1n accordance wlth the provisions

of the National Security Act of 1947,

H. R. HILLENKCETTER
Rear Admiral, USN
Director of Central Intelligence

Approved For Release 2003/05/05 : CIA-RDP80R01731R002600240001-1



