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MEMORANLUZ FORp Director of intelligence
Headquarters, United States Air ¥orce

SEUBJELT Project Trersure Island (Fxploiiatlon of Jpen
Sowrce flavie Fublications)

1. Referents your mzemorandum, same sunject, dated 20 Copteamber,
the Tressure Island project hLas Leen reviewed as reques ted,

2. Although your three guestic.s are comclse and iogically
addressed te thia Agency, lhe proposed slan of Gpsratien, as eontalaed
in your enclosure, s not sufficlently specific o persit cither orief
or categarical replies to your queries, The comunis attached as Tab &
point out certain inconsistencies in the project, snd somc of the
proulear which would arise if the plan were implomented 1n its presant
fora. :

J« The following provisional asswers are suteitted for your
¢onsideraiion, subject to the qualilisations of paragraph 2, abova,

&) ®ill the iir Forde be duplicsting rimilar projects
belng conducted by other aguncies?®

IS whe scope of the project s as extursive 88 paragreph
Lf, page 10 of the orief would indicate, tik .uswer is ip the
arfirssiive. If the delisition of the peruinent inforaaticn to
be extrasted is iliaited, as sutated in paracraph Ls of the briei,
to "the ficlds of sconomic and industriasl lnforaaiion related to
strateglc wulnerabllity, tvchnical sir Infopmatics a:d air ara
sad eivil air inforastion, biographical alr inforustion ans aixr
geography, “the answer is slill in ths affiraative since Forelyn
Documents Hranch, CIA, is ;reseatly extracting irom currsat
Russian newspapers and p-riodicals ioformaidsn which falls into
these eategorisa,

If it wers presumed that the Treasure I,land froject

would, on the other nand, make use of Foreiga locuments ;wasch
Pross Extracts and the Joint ’ress neadii; 3:rvice Press £ 23
&8 exploltation of the So.let press, althoug: act ﬂ&"ﬂ%ﬂu
igence eontrel, then duplication would still exist i1 the propusal
(paragraph 5) that the Arzy Library handle garrent perledicals and
that the Lilwary of Congress handle "governgmt periodicals."
Inasmuch as all Zoviet periodicals are govemusent periodicals, itne
distinction is somewhat illo;ical, Heverthdéless, since roreign
Doe.asnts Branch 15 at present abstracting 4l periodicsls that it
;‘:ﬂ éwmm Let N &ai W&%iﬁa&ima would necessarily
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Although the extent of air geography it not clearly defisad,
it is velleved that in the explolitsiien of tasic information en
thls subject there would be come duplisation -ith the vork done
by the iemy ¥ap Serviece.

1t is possibls thay procesalny of tas tackloy might duplicate
soae of the work dons oy the Inléeredepartsertal Comaittee for Loe
Acouisition of Fereign ublications and the VPoreign Seonomie Alalne
istration during ths war, and ksl wilsh wae dose Ly the vilieo of
Internatlional Trades, UDeparta.nl of Jomssrc ., wxi the intelligence
Division, WLGS, espscially as contained 12 the latter's war~iLine
publicatdon eatitled "Inforaation from tna Furopesn iress." 4.rman
material, wlready proccsaed by CIAy «lso cortaims th: resulls of
exploltatica of Pro-wur SRR ubllcations and captured docum nits
for incustrial sad economic iuforasticn,

Finally, iV is sssumed thal the proposed project would ba
eoordinated with pProject JO7=% of the seroisuileal Churu cervice
and with thc exteusiv: abstraoting of Ioreijn alr tecinisal
Pubileatlons as carried on by T-2, A#C (Wright Field), to avoid
duplication wiihin the Departasnt of the Alr Fapce.

¥) "Gl the Alr ferce be operating in its field of cdoalnant
intarestyn

In aneser Lo bhile, Lo wust be svxbed that the expiocitesie: of
open source materisl "nvolving the sslectiop and extreetios of ruth
basic inforsation as exisis infar iy sublicarions eanot, with
certaln te:nnimel aexeuptlions, be ssid to lle within any one fi-ld
of dominant inberest. & publishec itew 5o tio copsurasiien of new
stakl fastory in the USOR 15 of interest Lo JIA and other lntell-
igenee agencies ss well a5 Lo Lhe Air rorce, [Dousinaut or dspw te
mental interest liss {in the imterpretation, analysis and use o
the raw informat.on. Accordisgly, it cas uoly oe sbubea Lhav Ly
it very nature, thls iyoe of operatlon zust us of concurn to nlld
tiss IAC asencles,

¢) Toe final questd n asks: “4wili suck a project ised to
unhealbiy compelitlon for trasslators?* Tris is m dified by a state-
sent in paragrapn 3 that oniy low order, ucn-tecnnical transig.crs
ars envisioned.

Ia oconnection with Lhe labtter, a4 questi.n arisec as .o oo
tecinleal alr wnforasai.on (paregraph ke of tie orief) =ill ve cx=
tragted by non-becnnical trasslabors. It is velleved that experience
will show iha. the esployaer: 01 reslly low srder trooclaters is
inerficient, time-coiewninu, wnd costly. This has been cecopnived
in whe prepuration aof the teatative 7/0 (Anmex I) whie: calls .or
22 Pelits, 1 P=3ts, ete, Trauslators ol cue . cradesr e considersd
by CIA and the Cj.vi.ﬁl Servie: Commlssion +0 e of ex.pen2ly high
ealibdel '¥s, the % &bﬂ.{ progosed project would be
reeruiting the heatwivral inpulsts it could Iind, wilch then put
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in the field anctber competiter [or sxperisnced and qualified
lingulsts sad wranslators. Experiencs hap shown that for sway
low grede trasslator (l.0., CAP-5), cne qualified and experienced
translavor 15 needed to check and correct the work, and ln $hs cod
lees time would %e spent if wediva grade translators were nlied,

The answey ls therefore salnly affirsstive, in that *cogpetitien
for translaters® would result. $hether oF not this coapstifion
wonlé De Sunbealthy® wouls sejend on whatder a cosrdinated rscrauit-
zent plan oould be worked out with other pgpencles.

It $s belleved that Lhs computilion for transletars might be
lest sexious than the competition for sowces anu cource malerials,
in view of the SLfficulty of otbaining ewwn sne copy of many curreat
USSR publications in ioscow.

ke The opportunity to conaent on the jroposed project in apureciated

{oalion

by this Agengy, and 1f you should desire furtimr discussion or cl:

of any of the points asaticned above, & ¢caference between the appropriate b

branch chiafs of the $I4 4l the Directorate o intciligense can e
arrenged al your conwenlence,

E. K. WRIGHT
ERIGADIER GENERAL, usa '
BEHEOEY DIRECTOR
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