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Reading the latest developments in the Suez Canal Story,may I write
you ansther story which happened some years ago in Washington.D.C.and
of which I can %lbe you sufficlent prosofs.

India-and Pakistan di1d not go on so well together.Pakistan had all
the Jute and India had all the espindles but which,without Fmzk jute were
Just chunks of steel.

Pakistan wanted dollars for the jute which India had not and thus
most of the Jjute mills in Celcutta were idle and the workers could not
even make the few anna's on which they were normally starving.There was
rioting and a 1ot of people were killed.There threatened even a- war which
could declench a-general war in the East.

Behind Pakistan however was-gsomething else:

Thus-I went to the Indian Embassy and told them that I could finish that
thing in a very short time.The only thing they had to do %x was-to place
an add in the Calcutta-Statesman that some 5f the jute mills intended

to start to spin coconut fiber of which India has 1 million tons going
to waste and the rest is handspun.This had been done in Europe and could
be done in Calcutta.

I made or was-asked to make a-~set of 6 samples.Mrs,Pandit d4id not
occeppy herself directly with the affair but the Indlan Agency's-chief
in New York handled this and the First and Second Secretaries here,

Bhortly after there was-a-conference between Mr.Nehru and Ali Khan
and as-l was-told,my samples were-on the conference table,Well,Mr,Nehru
got his jute and I gst nothing because-Mr.Gandhl wanted the coconut fiber
spun by hand as 1t had been dome for 50 centuries.

Things have changed to some extent.What was-behind Pakistan is not
more so sure and under the present conditions would probably like anyhow
to get from under the jJjute-domination at the other side of the Suez Canal,
Nehrp could not only strangle Europe with jute but you have only to look
in-that kind of fiber situation here in the U.S.A.to understand that
Nehru siding with the Russ;ans_and Nasser could stfhgle meny things.As-
your Ageney must know,the " kenaf " fiber business in which the U.S.
Government spent millions was-a-complete flop.In 1940 I t514 the Departe
ment of Agriculture that this would never go and neither thelr American
hemp business which was not only a-flop but alss a-scandal,covered up.

There are two things which could set Mr.Nehru and the Arabilan oil
royalty receivers meditating.Also about Suez.

Place an article in the London Times that it 1s anticipated t»
start Xm in view of the critical situatlion,tz-start spinning of coconut
flber.And this 1s not altogether out of thin air,as just this afternoon
I recelved a telegram from Manilafand which your Agency probably could
ask up,and for which 1t haes my permission)if I am still willing on-the
conditions fixed more than a-year ago to come to Manila and start the:
coconut fiber gpimning mill for which the Japamese will furnish the-
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I doubt however if the Japanese could deliver good mechinery in a-
short time but England and France could do this.

There 1s 1 million tons of coconut fiber going to waste in the
Philippines,the only country in the Far East where we are not hated
altegether,

But England has in Jamaica and Trinidad seome 50000 tons of coirfiber
which could be exploited.

Please keep in mind that more than 1/3 of the-Indlan export 1s by
Jute.

Colr fiber would not replace all the jute but at least 50 % of it
and 1t is far cheaper and fpr lots of purposes-even better.

At the same time 1t would ruin completely the Indian handspun coir
yYarn industry.

In former years the resistance-against coconut fiber spinning has
been such that it was 1mpossible for me to go ahead ,though repeatedly
I warned the people in the Pentagon what one day could happen,but big
American fiber interest which are for a great deal British made my fiber
exlstence an impossibility.

Even disclosing to you in this letter what is-at present happening
in the Far East,Japan,which needs new ‘industries-and also the Philippines,
in order t5 raise-the standard of living of their people;may result in
wrecking my own possibilities. SMOTHER

But if that would be at the possibility to let sing Mr.Nehru sxmfer
song I would gladly accept my socilal security.

This as far as the jute goes.And for which if you wish I can furnish
21l the proofs.

Avout the Arablan 01l royalty recelvers,it might be hendy to hint
iIn the newspapers that the acreage of sugarbeet in the U.S.A.will be-
greatly extended.

In France,before the second world war I ren my Hofchkiss 6 cylinder
very heavy automoblle on 50 % gas-and 50 % adcohol and with ansther dis-
tributor jJust as economical and go2d as with pure gasoline, .

Some of the 5il eompanies whose-possessions-will anyhow be nationalized
when Mr.Nasser succeeds,may not like the system of mixing adcohol with
gas,but 1t might be possible that 1t would stave off the present row in
the Mid-East 1f handled somewhat cleverly and give Mr.Dulles in London
some better trump cards in his hands gs-he has now.

It might be practical. '

About the coconut fiber spinning I may mention that the French Government
awarded me the distinction of the-Legion d8Honneur 1n-1937.later on the
British finished the results but may sing now another tune.

There 1s however something else;Yesterday I was-T1 years of age:l could
8t11l bulld coconut fiber factories but with the whole~fiber world againet
me also in the Philippines were you can easely get an accident in ong
way or ansther,l am nst so young anymore to fight also that battle.

In the Pentagom gnd in the Department of Agriculture they know me
very well and 1f they start all sort of %m stories and resistance~though
I may make about § 200,000 roughly on the Philippine business-as-eosnsul-
ting engineer I would cable that mp health d1d not allow me t9 come in
the next weeks-to Japan and Manida.

I understand that 1t would be awfully hard to answer on this letter,
but your great Agency may find means to give me at least one hint in‘*any

direction and think it over, ZEE%%%;E%; ours ,
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