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15 Nov 71
Mr. Angus Thurmer
Assistant to the Director

GACarver,Jr.

Mr. Elden Aldridge

| | gave me 2 copy of Mr.
Aldridge's 26 October letter and asked
for guidance on how to respond. My
ever efficient assoclates have looked
into the matter and prepared the
attached response. In this case, I think
they were probably too efficient since
in my view it would be better for the
response to go out over your signature
rather than mine. In any event, the
facts are as set forth in the attached
draft letter which you can handle as you
see fit.

George A. Carver, Jr.
Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs
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CENTRAL lNTELLlGENCE AGENCY - , 0-0
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

15 November 1971

Mr. Elden Aldridge
Bidili Press

P.O. Box 1107
Austin, Texas 78767

Dear Mr. Aldridge:

Your letter of October 26 was referred to this office for
reply and we apologize for the delay in handling your request.

nThe Committee for the Denunciation of U. S. - Puppet War
Crimes in South Vietnam,' an affiliate organization of the so-
called National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam, was
founded in March 1966.

Its members include: Chairman: Thich Thien Hao
Secretary General: Ung Ngoc Ky
Members: Nguyen Ngoc Thong
Ito Thu
Nguyen Van Cu
Le Van Huan
Tan Duc
Bui Thi Me

The full text of the requested statement, as released by
Hanoi's Vietnam News Agency: (VNA) on 16 August 1968, is en-

closed.

We hope to have been of service to you.

George A. Carver, Jr.
Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs

Fnclosure
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1. 16 Aug 68 . L1l SOUTH VIETAAM

I take advantage of this occasion to convey, °n pehalf of all rignters ard offiecers
of the 1iveration army and the South Vietnamese pcople's armed forces, mept heartfelt
rreetings to all goldiera and officers of the People‘s Army of graternal Bulgaria.

WAR CRI¥ES COMAITTEE DEHOUNCES U.S. ACTS
1nanol VHA International service in Exglish 0547 GMT 15 Avg 69 B

frext) HBanoi--The committee to dencunce warl crimes coxmitted BY the U.8.- jmperia lists
and thelr henchasn in South Vietnam has 4ssued a statement denouncing the crimes
perpetrated by the United gtates and its puppets gincz the peginning of 1963 1in

Teath Vietnan. The statement: dated 12 hupgust and reieased by LISERATIORN PRESS
ooy, sald: ’

Tn their frantio.attempts to save themselves £rom complete defeat in gouth Vietnam,
ine U.S. imperia ists and thelr hencimen since the begiuning of 1968 nave made
all-out efforts to step up their war of gggression, committing many more wloudy
erimes In deflance of the stern condennation of our people and the peace-loving
and Justice-lovins people of &the world, ircluding prog:cssive people in the United

Shates.

The U.S- aggressors have been pouring more troops {nto South Vvietnan, pringing the
U.8. expeditionary coxrps of 389,000 as of the end of 1967 to over 550,00C at
sresent. They haveallocate& tens of pillion of dollars more toward the war in
yipsnam and gntroduced into South Vietnam theusand of adaitional satellite tTOOD5,
hurdreds of aireraft and Warships, and nillions of tons of weapons » ammurition,

and other wWar .materiol. They have ordered the Thieu-Xy-Huond puppet eligue %o
jaunch a general mobilization to sqQueoRa mOre manpover and paterial from the people
in an attempt toO revive the moripund puppe® arny and use i1t as an instruners to
prolong their war of aggression here.

At the same time, the U.S. 1mperialist5 and their nenchmen have pecome mCTE ond
pore rabid in their acts of genocide and gestruetion, piling up towering c¢Timsd
analnat the South Vietnamese people. since February, they have wreaked gestraction
4ith explosives on more than 130 towns, aities, and provincial capitals throughout
south Vietnam. including Salgans e, Dalat, Pnon Thiet, Kontum, Pleiku, Dan ne
Thuet, Can To,.Ben Tre, My Tho, Chau Doe, Vinh Long. and Ca Mau. in 42 urban
centers in the Mekong Delta. more than 10,000 houes have been rined, ané egual
number of civilians killed or wounded, and 30,000 others rendered homeless.

The U.S. aggressors have inereased to an unprecendentcd degres their use of explosives
and various weapons banned bY lnternational iav to massacre the people. They have
used B-52 strateglc bombers to nake systematic attacks on almdst 21l the regions

of South Vietnam. eapecially neavily populated arecas and adjoinirg the towns, in-
sluding Salgon. In May alone. B-E2's made more than 1,800 sortics in gouth Yietnas.
according to AP, the prmb tonnage used by the United Stoses within a 40-4ay pcriod
peer arzas surrounding Saigon ecuxlnd that used for 211l of South yietnar in =962,
1569, and 31964 put together-

.5, pombers of other types nzve also causad heavy destruction o many veavily
Lomalated areas in the previnces of Quang Tri. mnua Thien, Quang Nam, Koanh Eoa,

Ln HMavus, ¢nan Tatet, ¥inh Long, <Ta vinnh, Can Tho, Long im, and Rach Gia.

j
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e use of high concentration chamicals has been increased to an unprecedentod
~amros RCAlnst more than 20 provinces to Ceatroy vegetation on thousands of uquare
wilomaters, thus depriving the people of thair means of living. The chenfioals

have affected, in many cases mortally, thousands of civilians, mostly sromen, agad
reople, and children. In Ben Tre Frovince alone, 100,000 hectares of ricefislds and
orcnards bave bean ravaged by U.S. toxic chamicala. On 15 May 1968, the United
states ¢ ¢-d polson gas bomds on Da Phuoe Hoi end An Thanh villages in (2 Cay)
disiriet, 'on Tre Province. As a result, more than 500 old folks and hundreds of
enildren -ers acphyxiated and somised' bleod. In Gio Linn district, Quang Tri
pProvines, the United States nas destroyed with toxice echemicals crops and vegetatlon
covering 540 zquare kilometers. In Hue, 3aigon, and many other cities, polson gas
of various kinds hos been used by the United States to iterrcrize and missasre

3outh Vietnamase people.

=7 116 hug 63

Tne U.3. aggressors and their hanchmen are applying ever more ferocioutly the "durn
all, ki1l ail, "Gestroy all® poliey and herding paocpie into concentration canps.

They have iaunched inmimerable sweeps and bloody o ~rations in both toyms and
spuntryside, killing and looting many people. In % = Lo district, Quarng Tri Province,
the U.S. aggressors have reduced to ashes 268 out -~ the 316 hamlets of the district.
in nerthern Quang Nam, Pak Chong-hul troops from 2 - 18 March 1968 raided a number
of villages in Dien Ban district, killing 734 eivil .2na.

on 16 parch 1968 troops of the U.S. 3d Brigale, 824 Paratroop Division, raided Son
¥y village, Son Tinh district, Quang Ngai Frovince, macsacring 502 perzons, including
rnore than 170 children and mindreds of women and oid end weak people. In Pleiku,
Kentun, Quang-Tri, Thua Thien, Quang Nem, Q.8ng MNgai, Binn Dinh, Fhu Yen, and other
provinces, the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys conducted nany sSweeps during harvest
time. They drove tanks acroess i:ins of thousands of hectares of ricefields, burned
“he people's houses, magsaercd the inhabitantz, and set fire to or plurdered
thousands of tons of 'the people's rice. Looting operations have been carried out
right in the cities snd provincial ard district ecapitals. O©n’'26 July 1968, hundreds
of GI's in Cam Ranh town plunderesd the population in broesd daylight.

The U.S. aggressors and theilr flunkeys have systematically destroyed many cultural
ard religious projects and age-cld historical relics of our people, and are
contimiing to do so. The world knows that they have bombed and strafed Hue, the
formar imperial capital, t:c°ning 4nto rubblemore than 80 percent of the walls,
palaces, places of worship, historical projects, and dwelling houses of the prople.
They have ruined hundreds of churches, pagodas, and other places of worship, schools
and hospitals, such as the pu 8inh Crurch, the Virgin Nary Church in Dalat, the

An Quang Fageda in Saigon, the Bae guoc and Dieu Dz pagoCas in Hue, the Phat An

and Fho Duc pagodas in iy Tho, the Cao pai Holy See &in Ben Tre, the Samacun Pagoda
in So¢ Trang, Hue University, the Dalat bacteriological institute, and so forth.

In the area under their control, the V.S. aggressors and the Thieu-Ky-Hiong cllique
of traitors have frantically terrorized, arrested, imprisoned, tortured, and
massacred patriots and those who advocate peace and neutrality, including members
of the puppet army and administration who are opposad to them.
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{1Workars }, intellectusls, students, snd personnel of the puppet administration, and
wnast recently, the coldblooded murder of Tran Quoc Chuong, 2 ssudent, on acecunt

nf his ideaz about poias, have 1aid dare the fasaist nature of the v.8, BgEressors
And their henchmen. '

The statement pointed oub that these eriminel acts have also revealed the deceltful,
nhypoeritienld charaster of the U.3. contentions about 13 dosire for peace, restraint,
gnesealotion, Bnd 80 forth. The statement earnestly called on the psople, govern-
zents, Mass organiczations, and democratic and progressive parsonalities, Lacluding
rrogrecsive pazople in the United States, to condemn more seversly the erimes of

she U3, £5gressors and thelr lackeys against the Vietnamese people, toke argent

ans energetic actlon to check the blocdy hands of the U.S, aggressors and their
£lunkeys, and give stronger support and assistance to the Vietnamese people.

-~

The statoment expreased the determination of the vistnazese people to fulfill their
Just cause of liberating the south, defending the noréh, ané aschleving %he peaceful
reunification of the country, thus making an active contribution to the safeguarding
af world pekce. ’ '

STUDEXRT MeMBERS OF ALLIANCE INTERVIEWED
Yanol in Vietnamese to South Vvietnam 0800 G¥T 14 Aug 63 8
[Student interviews on sentencing of slliance fezders--read by announzer]

{Text] Recently, Liberation Radilo intervicwed representatives of youths a&nd college
2.4 high=-school students to the qentral cormlttee of the Vietnam Alliasnce of National,
nemooratia, &nd Pedce Forces concerning tiie death sentence in absentia passed on
1pzders of the glliance Wy the U,.S.-Thicu-{y-idvong cligue.

Ansvering & question on his first impressicnt upon iearning of the ﬁronouncément of
the sentenee on the leaders of the central comnitiee of the Vietnam Alliance of
uatiomal, vemoecratic, and Peace Forces, mwmong whom are representati-es of youths and
high-senool and college students, Tran PTrieu Luat 5oid: >

vwot 411 now had the U.S, aggressors and their lmcieys sentenced youths and high=-
echool end college students to death, DNow they have implemented & mobilization

policy to send many of our youths and high=school end £oilege students to die in

+neir place, They have 1ust pussed a death sentence on youths of all ages by enforcing
a seneral mobilization 1 . With this death sentence facing me, T have ignored

e dpath sentence in absentia “hev have just passed on me, "

Le Kuu Dang stated: "ypon learning of the death sentence in absentia, I immediately
thought of those youths and high-school and college students who previously engaged
in %he struggle and were sentsnced to death by the lackey Saigon administration.
They were Lo Quang Vinh, Le Hong T, and others, This thought caused me to feel
somewhat proud, Struggling against the Americans for national salvation is not only
a sacred Jduty, bt also & great honor for youths., I felt greatly honored when I
was sentenced to death by the U,5.-Thieu-Xy-Huong elique."”
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Gidili press

s division of TECHNIGRAPHICS INC. P.0. Box 1107 Austin, Texas 78767
October 26, 1971

¥r, Richard M, Helms, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D, C, 20505

Dear Mr, Helms:

During the past three years I have researched and written a book on our first 130
Medal of Honor recipients for the Vietnam War, When the War ends and all awards
of the Medal have been made, I will prepare a second volume,

Tn the course of my research I have consulted both US and North Vietnamese sources.
In a North Vietnamese document entitled Vietnamese Studies No, 22, The Year 1968
(Chronology), available from China Books & Periodicals, 2929 24th St., San Francisco,
Caiifornia 94110, there appeared an item on pages 222-2273 (see attached xerox copy)
which I wonder if your Agency could verify. - Did the Commission for the Denunciation
of US War Crimes in South Viet Nam actually issue that Communique on 12 August 1968
which referred in part to the My Lai (Son My) massacre?

T would appreciate it if you could tell me anything about the Commission, who its
members are, and, if possible, supply a copy of the alleged Communique,

Sincerely, o
EAscl Elden Aldridge oo

Enclosure
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tan greatly contribuie to ending a tragic advontule
f the United States.
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— Senator McGovern says he stands for election to
the US presidency with two aims: to stop the war
and put an end to division within the nation.

— 280 pacilists of Japan and.other countries hold
a three-day conference in Tokyo to discuss peace in
Viet Nam. i

AUGUST 12 ' N

— Commuiique of the Conumission Jor the Denuncia-"

tion of US War Crimes in South Viet Naw

Massive increase of the US expeditionary corps (from.

v 381,000 men at the close of 1967 to 550,000 at present),

of mercenaries from satcllite countries and of puppet.

troops. Intensification of inassacres and devastations.
{since February 1968, 130 towns and urban centres.
devastaled, 10,000 habitations destroyed, over 10,000
civilim'casualtibs and over 300,000 homeless persons
in 42'towns and urban ccntres in the Mekong delta).

Massive bombings even of populous regioms '(x,800
sorties of B.52 super-bombers in May 1958 ; in 4o days,
the tonnage of bombs dropped in the vicinity of Saigon
equals that used against the whole of South Viet Nam
from 1962 to 1g64.) Massive use of toxic chemicals.

Systematic. destruction of villages and crime of geno-" -
mde against the population: 268 hamlets out of a Lotat

o e 7 ot ¢ e R i e e
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of 3i6 in Camly district, Quang Tri province razed

to the ground, 50z persons — 170 children, the rest

-being women and old people — massacred on diarch

16, 1968 at Son My, north of Quang Ngai, 734 others
massacred by Korean mercenaries souih of Da Nang
(from March 2 te 18). Crimes of vandalism against the
Vietnamese peopie’s cultural heritage (destruction of
more than 809, of ancient monuments in Iue, forncr
imperial capital of Viet Nam.) Faccist terror against
the urban populations.

— An l"nportemt US signal ccntlc in Qui Nhon
attacked.

— The journal Chink Luan of Saigon remarks:
“North Viet Nam has been making a formidable effort
in the cultural field... During that time, South Viet
Nam can export only pornographic novels, cheap love
stories, detective novels copied from foreign publica-
tions... In this abicnee of national roots, a new activity
is developing : propaganda-for American culture. But
this propaganda remains poor in content.”

— 534 American writers demand cessation of the
bombing -of North Viet Nam.

— The Cambodian Government issues a statement
vigorously condemning articles published by somie
American newspapers (among them the Washington Post
and New York Post) on the alleged “prescuce of
North Vietnamese planes and 11 Vietnamese bascs on

" Cambodian territory.” Rather US planes have brazenly

violated Cambodian air space.
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1T November 1971

Mr. Elden Aldridge
Bidili Press

P.0. Box 1107
fustin, Texss 78767

Dear Mr. Aldridge:

This is in reply to your letter of 20 October
concerning s commnique issued by the Communist side
in Vietnam.

"The Committee for the Denuncietion of U.S.-
Puppet War Crimes in South Vietnam,” an affiliste
orgenization of the so-¢alled Nationel Front for
the Liberstion of South Vietnem, wes founded in
March 1966.

Its members include: Chairman: Thich Thien Heo
Seeretary Genersl: Ung Nzoc Ky
Members: Nguyen Ngoc Thong
Ito Thu

HBguyen Van Cu
Le Van Husn

Ten Duc
Bui Thi Me
The full text of the requested stetement, ss released
by Hanol's Vietnsm News Agency (VHA) on 16 August 1968, is
enclosed.
We hope to have been of service to you.
Sincerely,

(/8] Angus MaclLean Thuermer

Angus Maclesn Thuerwmer
Assistant to the Director

Enclosure
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