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INSC review completed

MEMORAXNDUM

SUBTECT: Toxt of CAS/Saigon Cable] | Dated 23 December 1971
1. ia sixty minute session with Pregsident Thieu on 23 Decumin

Ambassraor Bunker reviewed fuil scone of recent dialogue witn oiher

side cver issuc of prisoner exchan (ve‘

‘ President Thicu indicai.w ag

undersiond and endorsed all actions taken to date. President T...ou

was sympathetic to idea of trying to move negotiations on tais exchange
forward io successful conclusion as rapidly as possible. In this spirit

President Thieu made following points.

A&, If exchange takes place it must be outside of villagu 20 La

Gang Robon so that other side cannot subsequently claim they cccudy

thig arca and thus had used it as site for implementing e: <chango rans-

action. (COMMENT: We see no difficulty with this point.)

B Whatever actions were required to reopen dialozue with

i) e

R Tl

other side could be taken as promptly as we desived. Other 5i
be told in next contact that in principle our side was preparcd o
‘for xt

stressod that other side should be pressed to mentu’y how many wisur8

would be involved, for it esscntial we recaive fair value for exaons

oo

would be included in exchange, then we were to make clear tha: crichange

orhers. In this context Presiders LRV

|If other side would not spell out what ~taers

would Bbe at least two chopper opaeration. ‘
|

I
| If others came ‘ fine. Tnoea ]

s
40‘51 .5 would board first chonper and lLift ofL Second chont v would

tim. if on first chopper -anmn;;‘

then bHuing

was exchanged for
Soa it was completed, secoand chopper would come in. i woul
Lot comrsin|  |This approach envisions that if others do noi come

then a frer 1ift off of first chosne with

out onn - st cnonoer, second ch pper that went in would not

I

 would land and if no ot'b rs apnear it would take ofi. . taurs

it would subsequently land .o ax-

appear, ..urd chopper
change would be completed.

DPMO review(s) completed.

State Dept. review completed SECTIETY
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xvtailq were worked out with o

: e 9] 11“(,1-1 ‘4~CL\
mese should be r reviewed wirh Gero cred Cuang and Colone:

Ty 1
NG

who wou A briers Presiden:s et on the arr angement, At that iime
£i

Thieu would give his

inal ol esS8ing to tho exchanve,

2. Initerms of atme spherics it worth noting that Thicu did no: like
idea of cxchanging for others who wnkaown ia terms of nur:‘xbcrs,

names &r nationalitics, He tinally agrecd to para 1 scenario, aowever,
out of sympathy in humanitariae and political terms for dllcmmc. which
POW issuc poses to United States Gove rament,
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