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PLINCIPAL REASCNS #OR FaILUKE CF
ITALIAN CENTER PARTIES TO WIN
A MAJORITY IN THE RECENT ITALIAN ELECTIONS

General: Fallure of DC Party in past five vears

to overcome the enormous difficulties impoged
by short sighted opPOSILI Trom the right
wing industriallsts within its own party and
the rightist parties, and the deliberate and
constant obstructicnism from the extreme left;

fwivee to bring about badly needed social, fisecal,
and governmental reforms. The PCI was able
to take credit for much that was done, claiming

it had forced the concessions from a reluctant
government,

1. Tlection ngl or '"Swindle Law"
— Srougnt badly needed coheslon and fighting

soirit to rank and file of PCI. S=

~Cnlit PET and PLI, some of whose leaders
refused to go along with the law.

— alienated many otherwise center sympathizers
and strong anti-communists, for example, the

o widely read satirical paper "Candido."

— Provided an authentic basis for attacking the

IC varty as being undemocratic.

<+ Lack of permanent partv organizations--(DC,
Llberals, Fepublicans, and Saragst Soclalists)

which can translate the daily 1ife and interests
ol the average person into political values.
Thls meant the campaicn orcanizations were
forced to rely largely on imorevisation. Con-.
versely, this is the greatest strength of the
TCI as a nolitical force, as well as of the MSI.

2. Iising tide of soclal discontent in Italy as

ezlsewhere in the world.

Although nolitically Italy responds well to
democratic nrocesses--almost 94% of the

electorate voted in June--socially it still

retains many of the influences and usares of
leudalism,
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Tpndustrialized north has been in social fermemt
since the turn of the century.

feudal scuth, where wealthy landowners have in
rast nractically "owned" therolitical support
of their down trodden farm workers (for
Monarchist varty) was for the first time
strongly breached by the left. The center
parties all lost ground in this area.

ce offensive" and Churchill speech.
adoption of

Lugsian "

TPeace ofrensive! made nossible
sheep's clothing.

rhurchill advocacy of rapprochement with Kussia
rave extremists effective ammunition against
Ue Gasveri's atlantic Pact, ECC, NaTO, pro-
7.5, volicies.

Iivalries in some areas between local center
candidates - rrimary and general electlon held

together - resulting in splitting of center
vote and victory of oDoCS L Lion candi@afes.
Failure of povernment to cope with unemglozgent,
narticularly in providing jobs for youth.

Failure arrive at satisfactory solution Trieste
question--attendant concern over U.o. sunport

to Jugoslavia.

Rasic anti-clericalil se percentage,
Brobably well over 507, of electorate, and

weakness of non-clerical center parties,
Swindle law seemed, and was, calculated to
rerretuate DC control over center minors,
driving many voters to extreme parties to
express anti-clericalism.
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10. Uncertainty cver strength of isolationist senti-
ment in U.S., and consequent mistrust of validity
of american world leadership. Contributing to
this uncertainty:

Deep cuts nortended in foreign aid and defense
spending, with talk of more to come.
Tndiseriminate investigation of overseas

activities.
Kestrictive U.S. immigration znd entry nolicies.

“xtremist parties berated De Gasperl govt far
its subservience to U.S.
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