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Dominiean Republie

A Genoral -

vme#xmzv}~§ubuc mma services in the Domintcan Ropublic have never acmevea

a aiynﬂ‘;lcam level o&' defvez.o;ment because neithcr humn nor financisl pégources hava
\

bee’n adequat.o).x _a'mﬁ.nbls for auch activities.' The major veterinarr emphusis has beeh

o | . . { e
- p}.aced.op aﬁi;al_diseasa @reatmnt rather than disecso prevention, and the emall . -~

rmziber of neﬂgzb];e veﬁerinariaha or technieiens have been and are currently rnlly' 5‘

occnpiéd 4n atbampt.a to cope with the animal digeases of greatest dmmediote ecoi;ondc

: ' nigui.timee. A linited dnvestigation of bovine brucellosis and tuberculoaia  ,

r‘indioem high i.ncidences‘ but no m-ogram of significant scope for control or .
f_elikﬂ.nazion bf.‘ these diag_suea is in operation, Veter;nary, gupervisigu ovet mat

SIS 1nspccu J ‘and food aiqmmion or hananng 16 amwsory ot best, and most of the

f—

B ‘ '“ac'tual uork 1a wndertekon by inadaquat.ely trained technicians vho have little
| suppor&' in the way of fnq‘mhies for leboratory diagnoaticpwork.
‘ A; 1n mogb othor Letin ‘Amepican areas, food handling at;nd proceasing custons are
ofﬁen pr'!.nﬁ.tivo, with q;aqual attentiori; at bent, to sanitary precautions,
- . The curnerxt expemiitm'e for 14vestock development and veterinary gervices mnont;ts '

us A '

to 0300,000, 1ess than one-fourth of oao_pwoeat of the national budget. It is

-

"iqui.te obv!.out that only token ;ttention can be directed to snimsl health and
i‘aanita‘lj.gl'pn uﬁder gugh ci;p_xmstancea.

curtant ;eterinaﬁ planning envisages public health activities related pnlncipally

) N bo bﬁ%éllns’is,and tnbe;;u]n.aia and tick conj;rol, and veterinary inspection of ﬁe,éﬁ : .—

at thp !@ﬂox‘ elahgtxteﬂxomes, chieﬂ,v one engeéed in export of meat to Puerto Rico,
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B mmmmeneal faotors n.ffecting nesith

e 1. ?opoﬂaphy and climat.e -me The Dominicsn Repurlic oceuples shout two-thirds
8 of the *leand ef Kiapanid.a, with the entire area, including off-shore {slands, "

ecmpristug gboat 19,000 aquare, miles, Abont 1,662,066 acros provide sujtable

::3 mpwvedm- 'natural 'pasture for livestock, snd such land 1s fairly well distributed .

f.hroughout the count.ry mth the except.ion of the higher mountain reriona in the We_et'. ,

Eeneombly cqultable tainfall throughout the vear mkea permanent grazing pesaiblm

'm yenrdmund tropical olimnte 1s cozﬂucive to the development and perpetuation of f

- a greab variet.y of i.nsat*pests afmoting l4ivestock, some of which are Mvolved

VYW

1n the trdnmueion of gomsea.

eciaoe&dmbnogtc mm The lower and middle income groupe in arban and

P
P

mral are?‘hsve 1it.tle concept of modem food sandtation, Storage and’ refriprerator _ .-
T o

. facﬂitief
/ for handnny food, particularly livest.ock products, are not generally available.

consequemly, meat is conemed frosh, generally the day animala are alauyhtared,

and milk;a uhen ﬁk uue}' gensrally bvoiled, Such empirical practices are hrgely

Z/./.l_ll_/

- vresponaible for prevent.itg _whieapx-ead foodeborne discase outbreaks. .
.7 3. etml end plent 1ife

8 Ahimal — The 4nsects involved in the transmicsion of diseases among

B

" anﬁwla bave never been tccmt.ely identified by veterinary authorities,

hoequltoea are é&,alfgc]imlved in periodic epidemica of equine encephalowelﬂ.ia.
. ,l,_,‘ -

lnd & great varietv of ticka are responsible for the ¢ ransm.csion of guch serioud

: nntml diaeaaeu 28 anaplaamsis and piroplasmosis, Parasitic worms amm

comon 1:; animls, but speciea have never been murately 1dentif‘1ed.

‘ ‘ ».' “2e
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mwmmm noxious weeds uweaus%e of losses in livestock .
/..

" b, Wutrition - : 4 .//

" 'b, Food supply end distritution == Consumption of 1ivestock products in the e

bﬁo(ntnic;x; ﬁepubiio remstns Jow in comporison to that of most other Letin smerican
couutml. : ‘m.it.h nttlo‘poeu_ibﬂlgy for inmediate production increases anﬁ 8
' eont;.nningtrend toward \gir;honing c;t avaiiable supplies for export, there 1s
B l,ittlo lg.ope ;f mintaining even the 'pres;nt low rateo of con_aumpﬁion. ‘ Curre‘nt plans
to aQ éad stimilate livestock production will require some tire for inmplementhtion,
z and even longer %o show significant results, The constantly rising human ‘popuie}tion\__ -
| i;ﬁfeaael o?aate further wdememda on available suppliea, The possinhility for n'early
- 'd.o.nbltp#f:,hl country’s production of livestock products by effective dieease eontrol
; and i.nprmd animal nutrition exists, but considerably greater tecl’mical assistancor
) and pomihly financial support are essential for L'nplemntation.y i_//i/g/ "/"/ —/
fc. Food sanitation, storere, and teshnology = Several licensed slaughter
N establishnents exist in the Republio, but only one, r.atad;z) Industrial, in
‘ —
Santo Doiningo ~(b\——")),”has modern facilities and refricerated eoolers.
mhera.vhich generally consist of a concrete floor covered by a roof with water

availsble, -hngmez,a few head of animals for local distribution, Sanitation

| - 4n ell installations is minimsl at best.

851 has been made for construction of three new packing plants, costing
. / -
t of these is schedul, be built in Higuey

out $500,000 each,

¢/ )s in the easterm’s

N on of the country, but further
R © ‘ -~
N YA /‘ ¢ . ‘J/-‘
wy is necessary,
//’

“3e
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..QAJTLM.MMJI; u:m.xw, o z‘ﬁ;_{ g" |

e : !he dliry industey S.s undmloped and milk consumpt.ioné\is lowk 'm‘ o

e | V/3/1/8/10A8/11/20/

' paswurmuon plant has been established in Santo DomingO.

, _c;_ Duedaes

' ‘_ v 2, Diseases of animels e Critically low animl'productivity is largelv a -

S resylt of widespread and uncontrolled disease and parasitism, The anmual calf aop

|
- 18 less then half that normally expected under modern livestock producing syatems, « |

.7 ond the pamual elsughter rate is no more thsn a quarter of that expected in the more

-

,_4 ndvnuoed_livuiock producing ereas. Although a part of these low yields are

L ‘A‘, R ‘attributamo to nutritional deficiencies, by far the grestest loss results from

| &7 fatlure to control disease. : I o
 Prevalent enimal disesses

b . ‘,(1) Brucellosis - Brucellosia is prba‘cly the mnst immediate import.ant
- disesse 1n the Domimican Republic. The imcidence has risen to over 50 pépcent in

: sone heau. .u—mm th of public health significance, is to,

: mdm:t“zn calf. crop and seriously retnrd"‘pxduction. Although the rate of infection
S . haa probedbly not yet reached the oversll rate mentioned sbove, it is bound to 7
o u;l'nd and.continuo to retard production, E 1s alresdy so widespread that an
. o;adicetion ?:rogrsm by elimimtion of reactors is infeasible and an immedlete
. eneaiv'e wvaocinetion progran is eesentia].;zg '34‘!\.;"1*‘*{0»1/%& e {4 & et “““7‘9’

(2) Tuberculosis -- Klthoush only a emall proportion of Livestook

 has been tested, .tubersulosls is om:malx:q&te cormon, No information 1s availeble

on
. Wik, &u&‘m’\ i (_,_?.Ltb i LLLAL’, f: Vé\"d-fmwy
. oeoncerning the relative significance of tuberculosis othe:—t@-ngiae consequently,
UMWOMWOM&

the practical approach to control is currently unoertain. Since milk 1is either

’puteurir.ed or oiled, under ordinary oircumstances the threat of h:man infection
L3 % 4 momewhat reduced. COMFLIMNTTAT

S : li=
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(3) Tick-bom pvotor.oén diseagen - Ansplasmosis ‘and piroplaerosis are

r.-r‘

g‘ ' 5
. 2 P dinaemimted t.lu'oughout the Iivaatoek population, and ticks, which are ever present,
Oy 'asm to porpetmte the dinease. Anaplnsmsia may also be t.ranamitbed by other
L:‘".»“f'.?m , WL , : . 4
[ 4‘? . ‘bit.ipp imots. Bradimn: type animla are resistant tc the disesge and, to a

Ty < . ‘ s .

P ‘ﬁn e "'. . "" e ’

w cert.ai n oxtent, to tick infomuon. Bwaver, since an important phase of ths.

W

R '. B} :é.r- ’ . .
PRI
Y “‘fi cmmtry‘a J.ivestock devalopment plans call for rather intensive importation of
‘?r"".: . \7 .
LA - * .
LA Buropean xypo janimala, \qhiqh are ‘highly susceptible to these diseases, care mst be - .
5 T :
‘j " 1 ' mmind 1n protecting uuch stock or in selecting only young ammals, in order that
“ ,,:’ thef: night undergo mrfniuon.befor. being added to ran:e herds. )Wiaemr .
gy L ) _ =
TN e Yo e
’;'35'5 = vm mdoubtedly, ve a conatant probtlem in dai.ry hcrda.] »
e L ‘
';N_ai MR f: (h) lbspix-atory infeatinna = A variety of reepiratory conditions canae
'*‘., '.;':’-;»,,_ SRR ~
"v« i " ‘amre l.oups in g1l ¢lasses of livestock. In cattle particulerl s pasteurellosis
L Soie !/ : : A '
" 8 serle It may be complicated by virus pneumonia, A great deal of

is o sericus disease,

2l

treatremt of questiomble valus 1s devoted to this condition. Apparently, little.

atbention 1.3 given to 4mproved menagement a8 a key factor in reducing losses from

'

(5) Equine encephalomyelitis -- Thie discase appears nerimlica’ly 1n Ahe

. ©
N K\ count!y, ui.th occasioml heavy losses smong equines, Although the human form of

»
fa e

the disease has been reported in 1963, veterinary authorities huve noted no cages

o g
B s »
¢
:

N Declassmed in Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/25 : CIA- RDP80R01426R009800120019 5 &

"'7[1 ° among horses &nd have conduct.ed no serological tests to determine whether equines
_%e R _‘;:' . H . 4' R .
%, 'y -or birds are harboring the virus..
2N t
" R _' (6) Hogpholera = Fog cholera is enzootic in the count Ty &= vaccimtion _
“’:; . .y - &lo\f_w \,a "My\_g_,u &)WMW \)%\kaubf\ &‘ ‘\‘,\.W\-'\I‘-IV\ \r‘) Al v\ t,\‘ L(" N u‘dﬁ/wmv}’ /Jq
4. 7 s praeticed to some utentﬂ Controls to prevent its gpread are not nforced/
N
T J: m&kﬂ-@fww\n;@\
L «\.‘; ‘the possibili‘by of apmsd through distribution and use of uncooked parbepe is completely
W am-lomd :
L *‘f . . ‘ "S"' .
PR ‘«? R COEFIDIN' TAL
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(7) Hewcastls disease -- Newcastle disease 1s widespreed and a scrious

S gause of :‘w;seb to the small poultry producer. The newly established broiler

instsnatiom!m to pment this disease through regular vaccimt:!.on. ,

(8) Ot.her animl diseaeeu «e Other important animal diseases inolude

p mstitia, blackleg. pullorun dueue, ehicken pox, coecidiosis and a host of

.l.t/E/_/l/_/?l/

pm-aaitio ocmditlona.

: ,.D.' Kei!ieal ox-ganization and admipistration {Veterinary)
1. Gi.vn!.an
a. Organisation w~ Veterinary services in the ;.)cn:lnican Rapublio, Es 311

,fijiyotim- govetnment aervice_:a,jare in a transitional phase. The propéﬂed Orsﬂnizatimal

-

ﬂivn mtict\m/’

- . 1&)-Seetian.of Laboratory of Animal Biolgy, AN o
' 42} % Animal Health
s "(3)-——-‘——-" Livestock Development
L . \
Ary——t—.* Training and Information G u&
‘¢5) w2 Poultry Production ,
. J..\
' ,‘"‘, gimilap syatam 13 now in operation, but the lines of responsibility are not accutate{
L ; jdellneated. ﬁn actual oux-rent practi{&here are fer too few veterinarians or trained
B ‘technicunu t.o carx-y out the neceasary pmgranu, and the inauguration of a naw

Casidia. -.,\‘ [(VV S »N\:x\ 6—& Lo L
,schematic ayetem will not materislly change the situction.

b
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"for ﬂaid aervicea end arrance the importation of necessary veterinary supplies.

I

\ It ms,y altlo prepare 8 14rtted amount of biologica locally smd cooperate 1n the
';f;; ’Jabom'wvy work required 1u cemin goomtic diseases of interest to the 'natioml

. pnblic health aervicea.

’Ehe &nlml Fealth Sect.ion 18 %o be concerned with the control of 1nfect.10m
' Iivaatock dimaea and pmaitea, the applicat..'wn of avumal health regulationa and

. t
¥

‘or uvesf.ock producta, and exporbmport sctivities.

. The Livestock Development Section is intended to stimilate prodnc*uo{x of milk,

-

Q:,meat.\anﬂ of.her 1ivestock products, take em of statiatioal reporbing, carry out, e
: 1mef.ig¢one related to breeding, mtrition and health, opc rate the artificial
. 1naemination programa, and. organize livestock exhibitions,

B Sy Gl -

i - The' Tx-ainire and Intemaﬁ.on Section is Eeﬁ ‘u“kto carry out an extensim Lmﬁ'

S ;, activity.
e P ' . ‘l‘h!i ‘Poultry Production Seotion 1s to be conr -erned with expanding poultry, meat
and egg production, and coliaboratimz with regional vet.erinary technicians in

:;" ; reducing infectious diseases and parasitic infestations,

£ o 26 provinces, only & few have established local veterinary services, Although

,4 ., ',‘j:: enough veterinary medical technicians have been locally trained to provide some degree

—7 . of - voterinary aervioea)thronghont the country, only a few arcas have resident

i)

" technicians. Thesoretically, these veterinery medical technicians are intended to

provide emergency services, conduct the routine disease preventive ;xrocedurés and

supervise 4he sanitary processing of meaﬁ at local abattoirs.

Ry R ‘ ' Lo SFTDANIIAD

P
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A A f fi.él.d programa, the pmven'aion of di.seaso introduction, supervision over 11vestock L

\

Tha Laboratory of Animsl Mology 18 ocheduled to cerrv out diagnostic imstigation o
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. VMMW at headquarteru 4in Smto Domingo are responaible for poz't and

-~

m-pm requi.remmta for import and export certification of livestock and livestock

2/1*/2/././2.1/._/_/_/ '

: ”h} -lega} controls
- N B E : %&N/‘V” -
R (1) Liceneure - 'rhc director '\of 1ive-tock is responsible for determining
g = yiyn/
qnaliticationn for veterirery service @ no formal licenaing system exists.

: ) bcx..w &-wvj-fhf f"\_ 'ww\m\k A \vul’*‘-(&r“? ({AA/;(_A
(2) Quarantino ook serles of ‘decrews in past ycars have placed
/\ .

) M )
e qnn'ant.ine md inspection of livestock requirements within the responsibility of the

! ;-gsm-etm of Stete for Agmunum_] The lstest Law No, 4030, Jamuary 1963. prohibm

- ), . . the 1mpor§ation~ of povltry {except baby chicks) in an effort to prevent i.nfectieua

G ity e Y F Y W W B A

e poultry diseases,

S ‘ 45¥ i
B , T (3) Inspection w- ‘A repulation ¥o. 1638, April 1956?( established sanitsry

¢ " -

: A,control ef. meat end meat by-products as a function of the Secretary of Sbat.e for

o A ﬁ’thf\,f.’u&.@“ <. A“-“'W“"’w [ /“J—?év

e Public Health, iThe\ regulatiom are adequate buti aside from cursory inspection and
* A

M /

 control 1n the city of Sente Domingo, 1ibtle effort is made o inspect or enforce

“ - . e
"‘“1*"" handlins of livestock products. s/ 8/ 1/ 20/ 22/ 2/

6.,' Professional medical orraniration (veterinary) -- No veterinary

’ profoaamonal eociot.y exists in the Dominican Republic.
i .
. ’ \-,C'C‘C« 2 B 4 VR M oy L\,V\—fv‘k—"“ /0“4“4“"’[ 2.

“ ’;f, . " ©  de Medical research (veterinary) -i&a Dominican Republic has. ngither
; &0%(24 (ZZ})
: adequate),v trained veterimary personnel nor acueptable facilitiee for conducting

f. Emergency medical services (veterinary) -~ Wo orpanized emerpency veterindry

< medical sezfviceo exist, The current veterinary force could not react effectively in

: W/ 8w/
" - the case of a serious epidemis or animsl disease threat,
o3e
COLENTI

o

]
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¥ .'»', * ©  obtain soms modern equimg;nt and improve tacilities.) Flans are also contomplated for

| &) . establishment of 30 breoding stations, some of which will operate ertificial

]
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2.:, X_lltury veterimry orraniration =~ No military veterinary service exists ‘ .

v

E." Miul menpowver (vet‘e’_rinary) o ’ ’ ’rﬁ
' ‘ ) 3_&..141,;_ ~ W ‘JQ”L/L‘ L/(' ‘
'tho mrectot of Liventook Developwent has currently 26-&;&1#%»&}6 traimdé.n

‘~.‘

g thﬁ Dollnican Re'oublio or other- tatin Americsn countrie?on 1ds staff. Thia -

P ') S ey
. Fel M “

repreﬂeuu about 60 percent of the veterinarians in the Dominican Rzpublic. end the

o only ugmm. of the profession.2i.th sy degrea of cffective competence. _ Theoretically,
then. votez-l.mri.ans are aaatgned principa‘lly to repiona or provincea. or to nnjor '
m@tMms. In praoticc, several reside in Santo Dom.ngo or other reaaonably

i htgo mnicipantiel, ad seldom are available for other then routine vaccination_ or

hupocttmx work 4n the flold. Three or four are engaged i,n veterinary training. or

laborutolgf dhgnostic work 4in Szmt.o Domingo, The number of veterinarians’ ia m ‘

inadequnto,and without coneiderablo outside assistcnce there is little hope for

~ expanding efficient vetarimry services, The Depsrtment of Veterinary Hedicine,

,,I i o fomd 4in the Collepe of Apriculture in 1955, originally had four Spanish vaterimrianﬂ,

ﬂﬁ/bdz lﬁ @‘9%“‘(4-1-“ f‘UCU‘u.»v-c L bivn—s

S /\ tratred 4n Colonbla, on it staff. The number hes dwindled to one fu)l-tine and &

P
a

" few part-timo 1mtruntora. and therk have been frequint 1nterruptions $n the training

O S | /5/8/11/19/2
- ;.j", S courael.. Training has never achieved minimal accrptable standarda.']'ﬁ‘ 5/ _'/
n ‘ v, Veterinary medical fecilities «- Only one veterinary laboratory, loceted near '
o e  Santo Pomingo, exists in the Yominican Republiec, Current équipment end facilities
B :‘f « : A

. .jlhiit the extent of disgmostic and investipational vork, but plans are underway to

N

o ——

‘ insemirmtion units under supervision of veterinary techniciagg); One of the most

¢ oritical current problems in the veterimry service is lack of mobility, few

+ ' QUART .2
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Y g/ Y 1/

“ . individuale having vehicles for field services.

‘G; Vetermary' mdicél suppiizs and mterials «- FIFREITFENL veterimary medical

tqppliel and ratertals are imported, {Only & small percentage of the total liveatock
- \\‘_ e e —— i e B —
popnlation is protected by vaceination against guch disesses as brucellosia,\,

(E;u : g \“ ‘

. ffweg', hog cholm end Newustlo diaem. hm;lww sufficient = /-

e N (NI .
K *V M 1
hueeticidos wﬁ M ‘used for regx.lar treatment for es mueh as ao P

o (L.ww~ :
25 mut ot tha eattle populationA ?It appears unlikely that the nominican ,

: gmmnt cany with curremt personnel and facilities, undertake ai‘gpificant.

Lo :
times | -Shewa
’ },

Bl S

& L )
X —m no 1ndigamus sources of druga or raw materisl for preparation of veterimrv

Yy sy n/

' phamwonucall(* % Goridak

Ly, e “ - . Lo PR -

M&-Mdmm& in this report.

‘;I‘.’ Gom"ema on principal lourcep
1. :Efaluétion «- Reference material for the veterinary; section of th_ia:rexx;rt

is eartrenely meager, simply because virtually no detailed réports have been produced
in tﬁg Domini.can lepublic or eluewherg on veterinary or animsl héélth problems, ‘
: Di‘sease incidence has bren investirated only for a few conditions and no;. in

uigpif,ica@ scope., ?eterinéry activities in regerd to heglth have been negledted. ‘
P No surveys are.available ?ogarding the ddentification of psrasites or vinsecta..
E.ati.?‘ntea'of existing conditions, suggested in a few reports, are St\.lbﬂﬂnﬁﬂﬁ'&i

E through coaversation with technical assistance personnel and local veterinariane

eurrently on duty in the country.

g R y 50X1
R =10-

L3

2o b : . ) )
AN e

g :
s
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~

" , -2. ﬁat of sources (in order of importance)

v 1) Dircocion Gensral de Comision Ganadera (Second reunion of the Livestock
Soon Oommission ). Santo Domingo, 1963, (Unclassified)

l i 2) Direccion Gencral de Comision Oanadera {Third reunion of the Liveatock
{  Gomdssion), Santo Domingo, 1963, (Unclassified)

v 8) I}h'eccion Oencral de Direceion General de Ocnaderia (Projeot.ed organizatien
“ © of the Directorate Oeneral ‘or Livestock), Santo Domingo. 1962, -
’ (Mnclaseified)
v _—_— : o )
LT L) Meddox, C. W, 1962, "Comments on the livestook and mest situstion in the '
Lol - . Domtuicsn Republic,” International Development Services Ino, .Santo Domingo.
: AT " T 1962, (wmaujﬁ(i) ' T o

'5) Kioves, M.A,, R, Remon, and P.Y Gasper, "Past, present and future cooperative
programs in the Dominigan Republe.® International Development Services Inc.
. "  Santo Domirgo 1962, (Unclassified) ‘ '

6. v.8. Agency for Internationsl Development Techrical Assistance Officers nui
.~ . Dominicon Republic Veterinary Offici:sls., Personal communications,
Sauto Domingo. 1963. (Unclassified)

oo

e g .
. . . .

50X1

=t Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/25 : CIA-RDP80R01426R009800120019-5 %




e |

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/25 : CIA-RDP80R01426R009800120019-5
CONFIDENTTAT ¢ el i

) /5 byl sl

‘ 50X1

Table of Contenta Ve

- >
Colombia N |> i
A, Oeneral
B, Envirommentsl factors affecting health
| 1. Topography and climate

2, Soclo-econo-ic patiern
k. Nutrition
b, PFood supply and distribution
g. Food sanitation, storage and technology
C, Discases
2, Diseases of animals
a, Prevalent animal diseasea
(1) Foot-and=mouth diacase
(2) Bovine brucellosis
(3) Bovine tuherculosis
(L) Tick=barne diseascs
(5) Helminth infections
(6) Arthropod infestations
(7) Rabies
(8) Hog cholera
(9) Othcr diseases
D. Vetrrimary orcanization and administration
1. Civilian
a, Organlsation
b, Veterinary lecal controls

(1) Licensure

(2) Cuarantine

(3) Vetcrinary invpection
¢, Professiemal weterinary medicel organization
d. Vet riﬁaty research
f. Emcrrency veterinary services

2. Military veterimry s rvices

mm@‘**’**"\i'\lO\O\O\OVLV\U\U\S‘F'\J\&UUUMMNNHHP‘E

E. Vel rinsry ranpower

| 50X1
e

CenEN 1185

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/25 : CIA-RDP80R01426R009800120019-5



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/25 : CIA-RDP80R01426R009800120019-5
CONFIDENT Ll

50X1
Page
P. Vaterinary medical facilities 4
0. Veterinary medical supplies an’ mterisls 9
H. Veterinary reference data 10
50X1
Figure 1t Organization of Veterinery Services, Coloambis « 1959,
50X1
50X1
iie
CCIDERTT N

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/25 : CIA-RDP80R01426R009800120019-5 7




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/25 : CIA-RDP80R01426R009800120019-5
’ . CONI}‘IDENTIA‘D

| 50X1

HIS 85 Section IS
" Colombia

A. Qenercl
' Colomdia has a éreat. potential as a livestock producing countryj presently,
however; its Mivestock 18 of poor quality md large areas of land a'uitable for
animal raiaing are not utiliged. Veterinary serﬁcu, vhich are under the direction
; ~ of tho Ministry of Agriculture, are lax and inefficient; and e-.fforta to educate
farmers and ranchers on the importan,ce of proper animl,due;se control and livestock
mansge=cnt are neglected, Other factors zfespo;zéible for the low atﬁnda:d of the

| Colombian livestock industry are, a gbvar’ment susterity program restricting the

i import of high quality breeding etock, poverment restrictions on meat exports
preventing the eatabuehment of foreign markets, and high prices of feed -comentz;am.
Furthcmore, cont;-abam marketing of good Mtar beed ca'tﬂe to Venczuelg_ to obtain

‘ higher prices divorts supplie; for home consumption. The Ministry .ot fgriculture has

recognised the ajgn'x;xcanee of an efficlent Livestock industry end, in addition to

;ecel;ux)g the assistance of internal crgmlintioﬁ: for special projects, has

amounced its intention to carry aﬁf. extensive diseaze éont.rol campaigns, Mr,

prorress beyond the planning stage 1s, in rost instances, mapparcnt.y }'3/ 32/

‘ ‘Bs Envirommental factors affecting health

. 1. Topography and climate -~ large seotions of Colombia's diverse topographical
arocs are ideauy suit;d to? lnlveatock production, | In ssasons it is not affected by

drought or flood, the area of the low, tropical llanos provides luxuriant pasture for

beef cattle, ‘The northern lowlands and cosntal tropical areas also aupport eonsiderable

50X1
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beaf cattle, The alluvial velleys at 2.5 - b thoﬁsand‘tcet and plateaus at elevas
tions of up to 7500 feot rtlmning north to south through central and western Colombia, ‘
__/ 20/

are woll ocuited for dairy cattle raising.

2. Boctio-economic pattern - LEfficient livestock manapement and aninal disease
control are hacpered by the attitudes of famrs and 1ivestock cmrl An attitude
of extreme resignation causing & reluctance to improve existing conditions is prevalent
among the Colozbisn farm population, Many believe huzan as well as animal diseases
to be inevitable and refuse to aaoi:t control measures. Ranchers frequently regard the
relding of cattle as a eideline or weekend occupat.ipn, leaﬂ.ng herds n the mﬁ- of
pcraonnel that have neither the backgro‘m nor the training necessary for succesam
cattle raising.—/ L/

h. Alutrition

b, Food supply and distribution = @n@ﬂon of all ty;zcg of meat in

Colonbia s bolow the level recommended by the Food and Nutrition Board of the Hational

Acadenmy of Sciénces - Natiqnal Research Council. m:_gh meat and egg prices make it

necessary for most consumers to utilize a diet of starches and other chesp foods,

M1k and dsiry products are frequently unavailsble due to0 an outmoded and inefficient

nilk distribution system. Improved animal disease control and menagcment as well as &

better milk distributing system are key factors in utilixing the country's grest

potential as producer of meat and dairy products, thereby increasing the availability

Y x5/ _/ 3

of these comrodities for the Colemblen CONBUmETs
c. Food sanitation, storage anci technology == The mcat produced in most

Colonbien slaughterhouses is low in sanitary standards and Quality. The “olombian

Cattlement's )wsociation, in cooperation with various government agencies, 418 developing

4

v

“ONFIDE.TLAN
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plans for the rembilitation of approved slaughterhouses and the construction of

eanhing factories in order to take advantage of a potential export market for cannsd
Y Y af 2 25/ 26/ 29/

and procesged mcat, '

G Diseases

2. Disssses of animaiu -= A high incidence of various serious animal discases

15 a main factor in retarding the development ef an officient livestock industry in

Colombia., The goverment has become increasirgly aware of the stonomic importance of
aninal duus'es and has initisted sevrel conteal progrers. Its ett.orta,.:lwf;vor,
are severely hampered by i'gnormo and an uncooperative attitude ontAhe,.part_ of ﬁny,
1ivestock mmgrs.' Managenent practices, es npplicd to «Tia;’au oont:;ol, are oxtre-e.h»
poor in many parts of the country. Another t;ctnr hindu-ing officient discase control
is the ﬁgh cost of vaccldes, ssra and phamccntical;, a large pz"oportiono! which
must be imported from Ewope or the United States duc to inzdequate loc.a]..
prsrion ¥ 2 2 2 2/
c.' Prevalent ani-l dil‘-mn

.

(1) Yoot=and-mouth diseass — Poot~ard-mouth disesse is the most important

cattle disesse in Colombis. Two virx;l atrains, "0® and "A", have been 1.‘;1.@. The
Colombian veterinary authoritiss, with assistance f£rom the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth
Diseass Center, are attoaptd.;zg to control the dilu_n .throngh vaceination, and
quarantine measures; reportedly 300,000 heads of cattle are being vaccinated monthly,
Bowever, t& uncooperative attitude of livestock owners, which, above ;11, is responsidble
for the unautherized movement of cattle, makes it unliely that the disezse will be

3 1y 18/ 22/ 23/

erzadicated or even contrelled in the foroicnhh future,

{2) Bovine brucellosis ~- Reports vary ss to distribution and incidence

of bovine brucellosis: The m.niatx'y of Agriculture reports the diseass to be coufined

CORFIDENTIAL
-3~
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to certain regions, while the Hiniatry of Health congidera bovine brucol;l.osia to be
eﬁzootipb throughout the countx;y. The two ministries also disagrce on the incidence
of brucelloeis, the Ministry of fgricalture believing 20 percent of the datry cattle
to be infected, while tboj !‘H.n:'tistry of li!;t’.lth estinates the imid;nco to.be 8«20

percent, This difference in reperting an important soonosis indicates that there 4is

little cooperztion between veterinary and medical suthorities,

| v The Ministry of Agriculture recommends tho uze of I'rucells abortus strein 19 vaccine
for both feaale snd rale dairy cattle of cll ages. However, since the cost of vaccing-

tion has to be borns by the cattle cimers, it scems doubtful whether the Ministry's

- that brucellosis mainly affects the Faropean brecds of cattle and that the natdve ‘

WL

(criollo) cattle is relatively resistant,

(3) Bovine tuberculosis -- Recently (1960) 'veterir{az-y authorities

recogsived the importence of tuberculosis in dairy cattle and adopted e progran for
the control of this diseass, In f.he cource of the propram it is intended to tubsrcnlin
test, fre; of cl;arge', ell daix'yrcl'ttlo over 2 yeﬁfu of age and to. l:l.ni-.t tho.eale of
milk to that cbbained rom herds certified to be fres from tubsroulosis. Tho incidence

W22/

of tuterculosis in beef cattle is probadly consideradbly lower than in dasiry cattle,

| recormendation will be followed to any large extemt, Oolaxbian veterinarisns feel
(L) Tick<borne diseases -~ Although anaplasmosis (Aneplasma msrginale) -

and piroplassosis (Babesia b}gminin) are of con;idembis wiunco to the Colondian
cattle industry, ;Littlo 45 being done to control these diseases,. Reportedly, the only
measure designed to combat ﬁck-bm-m diseases is coms effort at tick contrel through
| dipping and spraying.. Piroplasmosis is moat common 4n the hot low regions of the
country,. but cattle build up & resistance and t'ha snirals primarily affected arc those
.

CONFIDFATIAL
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mufiittent]y bfought down from higher elevations and those ixported from abroad,

(5) Belminth infections -- Internal parasite infectizns are an osmipresent

problem 1n Colombia, Géstm-inustmgl helminthoses and verminous bronchitis-are

. widespread throughout the country, while disstoﬁbosis occurs mainly in the llanos,

Cysticercosis is very common in swins and to a somewhat lesser extent in cattle, sheep _

this comdition is probably rather comon among domesti ated as well as wild animals in
- 29/ 21/ 22/ 39/

=~

Obloﬂbia_, as it 1s in most countrien of tﬁia region,

(6) Arthropod infestations — Vario.s speoles of ticks and biting-flies

. affect uQestock in Colombia. The rost serious problem, however, is a condition.

called "muche” or 7torsola", which primarily affects cattle., "Nuche,” a mylasis caused

by ths larvae of the oestrid fly Dermatobis hominis, does exteusive damage to hides
and is responsible for considerable loares in milk and meat prodwction, ‘

(7) Rabies -- Rabies 15 important in both dogs and cattle. Bovine rables
is mostly of the vampire bat type. The control of rables lies largely 4n the hands of

the medical suthorities, which conduct vaccination of dogs and cattle and ‘alqc-: have set

up demonstration centers for rables ;::ontml in several cities, Reports indicate that,

in 1957/58,  Lh,212 doses of canine vacoine were prepared, while only 3,275 dogs were

X/ 3/

actually vaccinated, indicating a doubtful ‘r“cu".m‘“ of. rabies coptml.
| (8)' Hog cholﬁr -~ .Bag cholera is widespread among ninain Colowdiag it
is the most important single limiting factor to the da'velopu;nt of swine production,
;l’h- extensive feeding of uncpohd gu;bago plsys an important role in the perpetuation
of the d:l.na‘ne.‘ Yaceination is hardly practiced, since the vaccine has to be imported
8 2/ 3/ |

making its price prohibitive.

S
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(9) Qgher diseases -~ Other significant animal disesses in Colombia aro,
bovine mastitis, itrichonomiaaia, paratuberculosis, anthrax, blackleg, mlig,nant edema,

pasteurcllosis, and caloium and phosphorus deficiencics. The existence of diseases
such as fowl pox, Wewcastle disease, infeotious coryss, punofmn, fowl.-ty:phoid end
coocidicsis, is a serious obstscle to auxy development of poultry producﬁon 1n
Golo@iu.y 2/ z/ 22/
D. v-t;eyln’ary 9rgm1muo§ end adwinistraticn

1. Civilien

2. Organizstion - Most -vau-riz_m.-y services at thg mtignal level'm provided

£hrough 1"0121- departments of tho !ﬂ;:i:stry on Agriculture: (1) De;;a;'ﬁent of Agricultural
Sorvices, (2) peparﬁmnt. of fgricultural Investigation, (3) Cauca Valley Ixtension
Dspartaient, end (L) The zoompx&mﬁo mauéuu;. The Derartuent of Agricultural
Gervices, responsible for ficld and quarantins servicei, is composed of @ix sections:
(1) Anizal Ruu;!.t.ion,. (2) M1k Control, (3) D:laa;w.e Control, (L) Anti-Foot-and-lbut.h‘
Diéeaze Campaign, (5) Reproduc_t;vz: Disease end Mmm Insemination, and (6) Eheep
ond Minor Livestook Development, The Department of Agricult\n'al Investigation, prirarily
concerned vith dairy and becf cattle, conduote investigations in the fields of dicease
control, nﬁmticn,.and artifiocial insemination.. The Cauca Valley fxtension Department
utilises the services of tonr veterinarians in its agriculture and livestock improve-

The responsibilities of the Miniatry ot_ Health include the directicn of rabies
control measures and zoa-mah investigation, as well as the eu;,e_rvision of food
sanitation.. The inistry employs five veterinarisns, ' .1

International or amirations maintain lisison at variouﬁ levels with agencics

1/ 33/ 3/

of the Colombian veterinary services.
no;mi:mrrm,
b=
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* school receive a "Licenciatura® (veterinéry dip:_l.éma). Presentation of & thesis and

: restricted imparts.

. Medical Association (Asociacion Colombiena de Medicos Vetorinerios) apparently has
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b, Veterinary lcpal controls

(1) licensure -« Veterimmrisns graduating from a Colombian veterinary

succ’essful. complstion of a special enminatiop are rg:{nired for tho degree of *"Doctor
en Medicina y Zootécnia® (Dootor of Veterinary Medioins).
(2) Quarantine =~ The Minlstry of Agdoulture has established regulations

prohibiting the dmport of livestock and poultry from countries having certain enimal

disezses. On occasions these regulations have been cased to permit the entry of emall

numbers of selected breeding stock as well as baby chicks and hatching epgs,
O:nerally, howover, thcro has been little ouportunity to test the effectivensss of
thése rcgulations, since an susterity program in effect since 1956 has severely

Yy

(3) Veterimary inspection -- Enforcement of an attention to moad inspection

‘1n de;iaartmental and muntolpal aleughterhouses is lax. There s lih.etl;evidence of
condexmnation of diseaséd slaughter animls or unsanﬁa:y neat prod;z.cta. Wm,'
1ivesntock owners t.z'equc-ntlybelaughtei- animals, particularly swine, clandestinely to
avold payn;ent of tax lsvicd for procesalng carcasses in;pproved

Y a2y 25/ 2/

establishments,

¢s- Professional vetcrinary nedical organigation =~ The Colombian Veterinary

1ittle influence on vetcrinary activities in the country. Information rerarding the

1/

Assoolation's orpanization and mesbershp is .
;.~ Vetcrimery reaearcﬁ - l'l-xere is no evidence of significant veterivary
regearch belns done in Colombie, Staff members at the two veterinayy schools and at the

7=
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National Zooprophylactic Institute are merely engezed in disease investigsations and
are conducting 1ittle, if cny, original research. In December 1959, the Ministry of

tgriculture completed plans for the bullding of en animal dieease ressarch lsboratory

on the campus of tﬁa Hational Univeraity in Bogota. Ghe Rockefaller Foundation hss

. donated §150,000 for uze in the next three ycars to buy equipment and books for the

&/ 2%/ 19/ B/ ¥/

laboratory,

£, Emerpency veoterinary services = Tho Pﬂniutq of Agricultm has avut.hor;ty

o com-cript vetcrinarians for animl disesse control campeigns. In the past,
however, gsuch campaigns have not.becn sppreciably succeasful, |

2. Hilitary veterinary organization =- The Golombien army maintaina a veterimary
servicej Wr, no Q'omtion conc&nim organization end a.otivitiep of the
aqrvice’ia :vailable.g'o/
E.‘ Voterinary menpowsr

mera pr;aent veterinary manpover, in Colombis, 1f utilized properly, would be

edequato for vastly improved animal disease control an’ public health sctivities.

" However, expansion of the Colombian livestook industry would require a larger vetorinary

force. Ineffective govaimntal guidance, uneven distribution of veterinarimne, and
lack of interest on part of livestock owners, are mjor factors reaponxibla for the
poor rcsult_-‘o‘f discase control pm-.- Fhe a@azﬁ of n:bermary education 1a
relatively low in Golomble,. The two Veterinary schoolm at Bogota (4 = LON = 7he05¥)
and Manigales (5;053-» 75-3?‘.;'),‘which ere components of universities falling under the
Jurisdiction of the Mindstry of .mucation,-m&r from & lack of sdequate equipmcnt
and 1library facilities, Many faculty members c;mot dovote eufficient time to teaching
duties becau-e of the necessity to scek outside employment to augnent their income.
-
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Voterimrians can cbtain a public health degree at the School of Hyglens of the
National University in Bogota. The school, currently understaffed, plans to .

1/ 20/ 32/

increass its tacnltv in the future.

|

|

| Y. Veterinary medical facilitiss

"~ The six laboratories of the Department of Resesrch and Diagnosis of the National

Zooprophylactic Institute perform most of the animal disgnostic work in Colombia,
Laboratories are located in Bogota, the headquarters of the Institute, and in Tunja,

.

Bucaramanga, Santa Marta, Medellin and Cald., The Ministry of Agriculture meintsins

| .. ‘
29 ldvestock stations throughout the country to provide a btrecding and dipping service
| for farm animals. Fach station is supervized by an animal husbandry technician or

| veterinsrim who advises farmers on matters of animal health and mansgement.

Vctrrim.ry clinics are planmd ror each of the stations in order to provide bott.er
facilitdcs for mimal trestment, Purebred sires are maintained st the "ub_auau-
sgricultural exp riment station in Bogota f;r the collection of semsn, ‘wh':lch is
distributed to various areas of Coloabis for !iol;'. ““._8/ 3;2/ W l9/ '2—1/
0. Voterioary medical supplies and materials

Yourmu-y blological aupplus are mdnco;l by gmrmnt as well as private
hboruturioa. The well-equipped Production Duparmnt of ‘the Natioml zooprop!whctin
Institute produces the tulk of the country’s foot-snd-mouth discase vaccins. Camine
and dovine rabies va:,;cim is produced by the National Inatitute of Hygiene.. Private
laboratories are under govirnment control and may supply certain dlologics from time
to time under contract. Most pharmaceuticals and some biologics are imported from
l"umpe and the United States and are distributed through normal commercial

1/ 1/ 35/ 3/

channels,.
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Figure 12 Organization of Veterinary Services, Colombia- 1959,
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