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CROMIE: "Tom, you iacidsabally, wore a Nieman Fellow,
weren't you - and just gol back from your year at Harvard, X
think, in what -~ June?"®

= ROSS: ™MJust got back - well, I got back in May, and got
into the thick of the political cawpaign almost immediately. Had
a very good year - it wen very ploasant %6 zet out of the swim of
things for a bit snd do 3 1ittle more reflective thinking end a
little bit wmore roflective writing.”

'CROMIE: "I would think - uhat wewre you studying?®
ROSS: "I was dcing, principally, work in the area of
Chinese and Russian studies ~ nct ths langusge, but the political
sciencs, the history of the arss althouzh I dAid dabble in a few
other things - constitutional law, & little government and science.
We arentt required to tuke & set curriculuvm uander the NWieman Fellow-
. ship, and you can pretts wuch determine what you wish to take, and
I spread myself rather Lhin.v

CROMIE: "Arentt jgu,a Yale wan?™

ROSS: “Indeed T em.,"
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CROMIBE: ‘'Were you wslcomed with open srws at Harvard?®

ROSS: “Well, I would say, very pleasantly welcomed, and
had & magnificent yeer. It’'s a warvelous school,?

CROMIE: 7"I think 1t's a great program, too - so pleaéant
and so useful for a newspaper wsn &to be able to do this.™

ROSS: ™Yes, I think itts the only wey that a newspsper msu
really could afford to take a ysar off which, I think, is very,
very iwportant after youtve becn in the swim of things for so long.
I thiok you nesd a yesr %o gain o Little perspective.® '

CROMIE: "Woll, azlmost like a ssbbatical except, of course
you can’t do it every seven yesrs. It would be nice if you could.
Woll, tell wme about your book, How. did you happen to decide %o
write a book - you and Mr. Weiss - zbout the CIA?Y

ROSS: "Well, Dave Weiss snd I write & previous book called
"The U-2 Affsir,” and that deslt with Fraacis Gary Powers and the
U=2 that was shot down over Russis asnd broke up theo Summit in 1960.
And, doing the work on this bool we becams fascinated with the '
entire area of intelligence, We sow s very small part of %ho ice-~
berg doing this, and it ssemed to us that thore was snormous areas
of this iceberg that were not sesn by the Americen people and,
although not all of it should be seon, we folt that large parts of
i1t could and should be seén Dy the American people becsuse, after
all, itvs their govermwent. They must ultimately determine how
they wish ths governwsnt to rum.®

CROMIE: "Well, that's an interesting cowparison - the ice~
ber bit. Icebergs are dangercus aud do you think the CIA is
dangorous?® '

ROSS: ®Well, I think the CTFA, in certain of its aspsects, is
dangerous, I think - we came Yo tha comeclusion after our investi-
gation and after writing the book « that the CTA requires greater
control by Congress, grester contrel by the executive branch of the
. governmont. Right now Congress is completely iznorant ~ Congress,
ot large, is completely ignorant of the &CLIvities of the CIA. They
do not know how wuch woney the CIA spends. They do not know how
many people work for the CIA."

. CROMIE: "Does théfCIA know how many people work for it by _
now?
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ROSS: “0Oh yes, I think their internsl orders and controls
are very good and very tight. But thers is really no way im which
the Conzress which is, alfter all, the arm of the government which
roepresents the people wost directly - thore is wo way in which
Congregs can reslly doterwine what the CIA or, really, ths other
branches of the invisible goveranment - the other iuntelligence
agencies = are doing because the CITA 13 exempted from the normsl
reguiremsnts of governmout agenciss to report on the psople they
have hired, and also to rsport on houw they're using their funds.
The Director of Central Intelligence has a complete blank check
on using bis money without regulational sudit by any other branch
of the goverament.® C

CROMIE: ©"Didn¢% they heve - I rewewber in your book - they
at one time tried to get s certein gsum in the dbudget for a new
building, snd they concealed 1t so wolli that it was thrown out of
the budget becaunss nobody could figurse out what 1% was.”

ROSS: "Yes, when the originmal budget went up it ~ slli of
CIA's funds and wost of the funds fopr the variousz clandestine
intelligonco operations of othsr agencies of the govervment, are
concsaled under other appropriations, mainly in the Depsrtwsnt of
Dofense. We ocstimalte that the various sgencies of intslligence in

the government spend $ii,000,000,000 a yesr, snd thoy em loy approxi-
aloly 200,000 peopla, Well, thoss figures wWill nover ge found in

- the federal budget because they are purposely concealoed. They' re
mainly comncesled in the Dofense Depsirtwent dbudget under huge wmissile
contracts, alrplans contracts. In aress whers the funds are so

big, one would not really know where they awre., A few people do

know -~ the Comptroller at the Peontagon kuows, the Director of 4us
International Division of ¢he Budget Bureau kuows, but beyond that
maybe & handful of psople ocutsids of the President really kaow,¥

CROMIE: “Well, sven the President’s top advisors don't know
what the CIA is doing end I suspsct, sometimes, the President him=
sell. Is that .eladst o fair statementos™

ROSS: "Well, I thiank in detail « the details of what the
agency does - I think it's a falr statement to say that the bhighest
officials in the goverament rerely know, in wminute detalil, what
the agency is up to. In brosd outlines T think it's guite clesr
that most of the -~ certainly, all of the major operstions which the
agoney has counducted such as ths Bay of Pigs, or the overthrow of
Mossedegh in Iran, or the overthrow of Abends in Guatemals - thous
were cleasrly authorized by the President. But, authorization in
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in broad outline is a great deal different frowm control in detail.
And, T thiank where tho agsncy has gone wrong or has oxceeded its
authority in wasoy aress is in its detail. It has actually taken
& wmandate and used that wmandate o carry out an operstion.™

CROMIE: P"Was it Guatomala whero they trisd %o onlist &
refugee politician - whst they s2id, we are going to help over-
thirow your government. We would liks youm to take over if - and
then they listed several thilugs they were supposed to do includiag
disbanding the railroad workers union - was that Guatemsla?®

ROSS: ¥That was in Guatomala. We did not cite this on ouw
own authority in the book. We quote the man who wasg iavolved, and
I sm not prepared to state the suthenticity of this. But he ztates
it as authentic and other people havs stated it as authentic,v

‘ CROMIE: "Well, now that's & frightening thing if they are
-actually doing things of this nature - I msan, nob ocnly over-
throwing a goveroment but tselling & now governmendt what it wey do,"

ROSS: "“Well, I think wuch of the opsration of the Central
Intelligencs Agency has besn 0 bolster certain sovernmanss, %o
gain influential position with certain govserawenis, such as the ‘
(Zism?) government in Viet Nam in which ¢ha agency, under direc-
tive from Eisenhowsr and Keunedy, maintained a vory lantimate
relationship with this vreglwe - such an inbismets relationghip that
when the regime struck at the Buddbhisis snd invaded the Buddhist
temples Just shortly befors the regims fell, thore was g vory
popular misconceplbion in Viet Waw that the United States Govern<
mont was asctively participating in these raids on o religious group.
And, very oftsn, in wmany parts of the world the sgency has becomo
86 closely allisd with certasin elsments within a government that, in
fact, at loazst among the sophisticated elowmsnis of those countrios
the United States is sssumed to be becking one faction agoinst
another,” ‘ - R

CROMIE: "Well, this explains many of the riots - I would
thiok - that srs otherwiss unexplainsble. I mean, suddenly, you
have an uprising of students against the United States snd some=
tiwes it's probably bocause of something that GIA sgents are doing,
or that they think theyire doing.” ‘ ’ '

ROSS: PRight, I think the CIA 1s accused of doing & lot
more things than it is doing, By the wewe token it doss @ lot of
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' things which no one has the JTranezu conception that itvs doimg.
After oll, it of necssgity wust be a gecret organization. It is
impossxble for an intelligence operation to operate opsanly. On
the other bhand, I think ths wain thrust of our book is that = yes,
in this unfortunately cowmplicated world youtve got a cold war, and
you'rs fighting a rather unscrupulcus snemy - you do have to have
this type of organization. But il this organization is nobt to
warp the very weaning of a dewmocracy, you wmust hkesp very tight
control on it. And we have the feeling, particulsarly in the Eisen~
hower years, that when Allen Dullos was thoe head ol the CIA, and
bis brother, John Foster Dulles, wag Secretary of State, that this
agency had a cartse blanche to do many, many things waich were not
necessarily in the long range interest of the Unlited States."

CROMIE: "Well, I knew that Awericans had flouwn, for instance,
combat migsion in various plsces, but I dida't realize thet the
CIA had bhired them which, apparently, they did im & couple of
places - or arranged for them %o fly - I 5@333, uatemala was onoy
wasnet ite®

ROSS: “Guatemala - I think, wmost significantly - the Bay
of Pigs -~ but also in Indoneswa” a story which, mmtii woe narrated
it 1o this book, was essentially unknown other than to a fow high
government officials. . . .07 Sukerno - the atbowpt fa 1958 - the
CIhA=-backed attsupt o overthrow Suksrno, And wany psople have
wondsoyed - I think wmany everazse Anericans wust have paussed wmany
times snd asked themselves why Sukarno Ls so hostile to the United
States. Well, he wight have his owh reasons for Leing hostile -
and he undcubteuly was hoztlle prior to the intervention of the .
CIA lLanto this operation, but he wust inevitebly have becowms
entrenchsed in his tostllity by the Ffact thst he know very well thst
the United States Governmentp acting through the CIA, actively
sttempted to overthrow his governwmenb.®

CROMIE: "Didntt the late Prosidont Kennedy say this flatly -
that no wonder Sukarno is unhsasppy. He knows that we have been
trying to overihrow him?%

ROSS: "That's exactly what he said., He didnret say 1t iw
public. He sald it privately when Sulkkarno came to visit him just
the woell after the Bay of Pigs, and Kennedy at that point was aob
particularly heppy with the CIA nor with the invisible goveramenh
at large, and he cited thlis as an exswple that bers uwas a wman who
wag coming to see him., He was going to have to deal with nim in s
-normal diplomatic way knowing full well that Sukarno knew full well
that the United States Covernment had coms to overthrow him.®
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CROMYE: ¥It's an odd situwation.?
ROSS: %Iadesd it is.®

CROMIE: "Well, of course the Central Intelligence Agéncy'
headgquarters is in Washington.™

_ROSS: "Yes.®

' CROMIE: "And they finally got %heir big now building,
d¢idn*t they?® :

ROSS: ."Yes, they have s $i16,000,000 building in Lengley,
Virginia which is about a fifteen wminute drive Prom downtown
Washington.” ,

CROMIE: *Well, is this tﬁe building which tises in with

' that funny story about the high rise apsriment that you tell?

Would you repeat it = I love it." .

: . ROSS: "Well, there was a developer who bought a parcel of
land, close by the projJected site of the CIA -- in fact the CIA
building was already up, and ho was determined that from one of the
windows in this projected bullding, & man with a pair of binoculars
would be able to look into various offices in the CIA, inciuding
the office of John McCone, the Director of Central Intelligence.
And conceivably with = high enocugh telescopic. leuns, perhaps even
read documentsf and the CIA succeeded in avolding the building of
this property.” . '

CROMIE: "You'*d think it would have been cheaper to buy
shades, wouldn't you?"

ROS%: "Well I would think so, but then again, they‘need
light too,

CROMIE: "I guppose, although I adumired the doctor, Wasn't
there a doctor in the neignborhood who beat them -~ refused to sell
his house?®

ROSS: "Yes, he was able to kesp his house, and they were able
to build soume screening treeg and shrubbery, so at least in the
summer he can't see very much,"

CROMIE: "You also had a charming -- I was going to say
charming, but it waan®t charwing -- you also had a well, an
amusing~sinister story about gomeone who had a message Lo deliver
to McCone, and came back, unable to delliver the mossage, but very
disheveled and unhappy. De you remember that?"
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ROSS: "Yogs, this was Senabor Church, had discovered sowe-
taing which he thought ought to be brought to the attention of
the Divrector of Central Intelligence, and he gol a normal runner
fyrom Capitol H11ll, and gave him this message, in a congresslonal
ecnvelope and sent him off to the agency to deliver it. And he
arrived at the agency and he could get nowhere. He couldnft get
inside the bullding to deliver it ~=- no one would take the envelope
from him. Pinally he was supposed to go back to Senator Church's
office to weport this to him, and they puit 1t in the wmail, and
presumably the letter finally got to hiwm."

CROMIE: "You have many meny interesting and unusual things.
For instance, the collection of the spy story library whaich you say
the CIA has. How did you find out about that? ¥You say they haVe
thousands of volumes apparently -~ Jameg Bond and all the suspense
and spy story thrillers."

ROSS: "Thig came from a source which you, as a good newspaper
man wouldn't want me to reveal, and I think a great deal of the
jnformation in our book has cowme obviously from people in a position
to know -- people high in governument, within and without the Intelli-
gence community, who feel that these thlngs should lagitimwately be
put on the public record. Some -~ a great deal of what is in our
"book ig at the same time a compilation of open sources. I think
meny people within the government think that they have really kept
gsecret much wore than they actwally have. 4And I think this 1s a --
we Tesl we have done another serxvice in this regard. Certain people
within the CIA complained when our book fivat camsc out -l

CROMIB: "Did they try to stop you, Tou?"

ROSS: "They tried to stop the book, yes, Lhen they tried to
have the book changed, and then, Mr. Cerf, who will be on youw
program later, iz probably wore aware of the details of this than
I am, becanso --"

CROMIE: '"Yes I think Beunetvt will be on next Wednesday -~
we'll ask him about it." '

ROSS: "It was wmalnly done through New York, through the
Random House, vather than through us. But their main objection was
that we named certain people in this book, which they insisted had
never been disclosed before, But the fact of the matter is that,
unknown to them, these people had been dlsclosed. They were easily
documented Ffrom public wecoxds, from courlt heariangsz, things of this
gort, lun positions where the Russian espionage apperatus -- any -
other esplonage apparatus -- must have inevitably have known these
rfacte, and yot for the Agency to work on the assuumptlon that certain
of their people were really unknown, seeoms Lo me Lo be a very dangerous
practice, because Aif they were putting a man who is known to the
communist apparatus, into an operation - where he was unknown --
he'd be the most easy person in the world to be surveyed by the
communists, and that was rather dlsconcerting to us. I think they

)
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should be aware, 1f of nothing else, they should be awars of what
of their operations have already besn disclosed, and what of their
pergonnel have already been disclosed.”

CROMIE: "Well in some of the opsrations, in Laos I think,
and possibly CGuatemala, or one of the South -~ waybe Nicaragua,
you mentioned that the CIA wen weore almost sviaggering around town,
that everyone around town knew who they were."

ROSS: fProcigely. I think there's a -- the CIA has a great
deal of 4ifficulty in this regard. Americans do not have a long
and henored twadition of spying. The British seem to have the
greatest sense of this gort of thing. An awful lot of our agents
oversgeas, particularly on a lower lovel, take -- chafe a bit under
the fact that they cennot get any publicity or credit for what they
do, aind in one way or anothoer they very often let it be known, what
typs of work they are dolng, in owder to attempt to galn some sort
of normal hwwan reward for what they are doing. And this very often
leads Vo dilzclosures of wholesale number of the psople who should
be kept secreb.” '

CROMTE: ™Well, you have a chapte® 1n here on the Peace

.~ Corps and Savge Shriver’s I think very wise efforts to be surs

that the Central Intelligence Agency's operatives do not infiltrate
the Peace Corps and use it for a cover,"

ROSS: "¥os, well, waen Shriver took over the Peace Corps
shortly aftor the election of his brother-in-law, President Kennedy,
e had gotten word from various foreign governments, from various
diplomats with whom the Peace Covps were negotiating, that these
governments were suspicious the CIA was going to be used as a
front -- a natural susplcion really -- rather that the Peace Corps
was golng to be used ag a front for CIA -« and the communists were
peddliing this line -- propaganda, I think, to this effect. And
Shriver felt that this would be the yuin of the Peacs Corps, if any
taint whatgoevewr had fallen upon it, that the whole thrust, the
wnole idealistic thrust of the CIA fSIC) vould have been uadermined.
And he went to Presldent Kennedy, and asked for assurances, aund
Pregident Xemnedy delivered assurances to Shriver, and he also passed
word to Allen Dulles and subseguently to John McCons, that the
agoncy wasg not to infilitrate the Peace Corps. And to Shriver's
satisfaction they have not, and to wmy satisfaction they have not.

"But nonetheless, because of their modes of operation in
other areas and in other parts of the world, suspicion atill
lingers in the minds of many forelszn governments."

CROMIE: "Well you did say that 15 or 20 possibly ex-CIA
employees had trled to get Into the Peace Corps, but this of course
could have bsen just a routine attempt to get a jJob -- it wouldn't
necessarily mean that they were trying to get im for any ulterior
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ROSS: YNo, and all of these people had already severed thelr
relationship with the Agency." |

CROMIE: "Most of them had minor Jobs anyway, like sacretaries."

ROSS: "Mogt of them had minoy jJjobs. Nonetheless Shirlver
igsued a flat prohibition against the hiring of anyone who had
previously worked for the CIA, for fear that this would get out, and
would appear to be infiltration of some gort."

CROMIE: "Well, I liked your sauple questlon too, waen you
wore uvelling about the indoctrination o the lectures they gave
future Peace Cowps uembers. One of the queshions was Waat would
you do if a CIA man came up to you, and gaid "letis go and get a
cup of coffee, ¥ and then said, "look, I don't want you to work fox
ug, but couldn’t we just mest once in a while and sort of talk over,
you know --" end of course I they give the wrong answer to that, to
the Poace Corps people, if they said yes they would talk it over
with bim, then they didn't get in."

ROSS: "Yes., Tn fact their admonition was not only were they
not to talk to thesze peopls, but that iIf anyone approached thew, they
were to immediately report the Tact thatb they had been approached, so
that this word gets passed to Washington, aad in turn Shriver could
maks sure that this word was paszsed to the Agoucy.™

CROMIBE: . "Well some of the things that the CIA has done, I
guppose, has beén very valuable to us --"

ROSS: "Oh, magnificently valuable.”
CROMIE: "Waich is the most valuable, would you say?"

ROSS: "Well, despite the fact that 1t onded in ignouminious
failure, the U-2 operation, which was run by Richard Bissell, a
brilliant former Deputy Director =" :

CROMIE: "Oh, the man who got.the invisible medal frowm the
invisible government?™

ROSS: "Yos indeed. Nr. Bigsell was the archiltect of the
invasion of the Bay of Pigs, and which we outlined Iin some von-
sidorable detall in the book, and I think wajustly he has taken
most of the brunt of the fallure, when, as President Keanedy . said,
there are enougha mistakes to go all arownd on that one. Waew'
Blssell ieft the Agency about a year later -- largely as a regult
of this fallure -- of the Bay of Pigs -~ he wes iun such public
disvepute that people, and yet in such high regard within the
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goverurent, that they Telt he should be honored 1n somwe WaY.

And yet you can't makse a public preseatation to a wan wao is

supposed Lo be a secret operative. So wmhat in fact they 4ld, is
thay gave hium a private citation, which he ls not allowed to display,
show, weay, or in any way allude to. In fact as we say in the book,
the ianvisible government presented him with an invisible medal.”

GROMIE: ‘'When we're gpeaking of the Bay of Pigs, I suppose
itts only fair to the late President Kennedy to wmentloun that, of
course, ag most people know if they wemember, it was begun -~ the
planning Tor the Bay of Pigs under Presgident Eisenhower."

ROSS: "Yes indeed. The opevation had started many wany
many months before President Keanedy took it over, Although, as.
Progident Kennedy wightly said, he was the man who finally authorized
it, end he was the wan who was finally responsible. He dida't attempt
to duck this one."

CROMIE: 'Well theve was a great foul-up on the air cover
at the Bay of Plgs."

ROSS: ®Ves, wo go invo great deuail in the book, as ©o
the circumatances surrounding the alr cover contvoversy. You way
recall that after it failed ~- after the Bay of Pigs failed --
there vag a great rumble, lewrgely politically oriented, but also
fyrom many people who were moye debached, that it had Talled because
Kennedy had withdrewn a promise to provide United States military
aircralt, mannoed Dy United States military persounel, to make sure
that the Cuban refugeces who hit the beaches would he protected.

"But this is an evroncous conception. Kennedy, in fact, and
Eisenhower, In fact, had specifically placed a prohibitlon on the
use of any overit U. S. milltary forcea, The wix-up on the aixr cover
as I say, we go intvo in sowe detaill in the book. The difficulty was
that Cagbro's Ajir Porce was supposed Lo have been desbroysd on the
ground by planes -- bombers that were being flown by Cuban refugees.”

CROMIE: "Ostensibly wmsuned by people who had taken off from
Cuban“baseg and were boubing their own places befowrs coming over
here?

ROSS: "That's right. Ostensibly defectors, but in fact
they were based in Central America --"

CROMIE: "And dirscted by the CcIA 7?7

ROSS: "And directed by the CIA. But these peopls were
Cubans., Thoey were not Americans. And the dAifficulty, one of the
great perhaps a conuandrum which will never be unravelled, is whether
if President Kennedy had not ordered a second alr strike by these
Cuban refugees, to be abandoned, whether in fact they could have
destroyed Castro's forces on the ground sufficilently so that the
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nvasion might have succeeded. There is a very split opinion on
hat within the goveranmeut,"

CROMIE: "Well then didn't we have our own planes over, but
they got there at the wrong hour?"

ROSS: "Wellst the last minute, after things were going very
badly, President Kennedy, as we disclose hers, authorized TU. S.

Navy jets off a cavrier, to provide an hour?s ailr ghield, gomsthing
a 1ittle bit different than air cover. They were unot to take action
uwnless thoy were fired upon. DBubt they were to provide an aiy shield
for tness Cuban exiles, bouberg, to make one last attempt to protect

the people cn the beach, and through a mizxup in time, the CIA

operated -- gent its wessage based wupon Central Awerican tiwe, where

the pllots wers baged. The Navy gent ita message based upon
Greenwich mean tiwme, which is what ths Navy always operates under,
and the planes did not rendezvous over the beaches at the proper
moment ~- they came an hour apart.”

CROMIE: "That's a clagsic foul-up, lsn’t it?7

ROSS: "Classic. DBut somsthing which happens in nilitary
operations, not only those direccted by the CIA --"

CROMIE: "Well this is a great cloak and dagger book, if I
way pay you that compliment; and I think it is as fascinating as
fiction, and sounds like Tiction, although I kmow it isn’it, Bub,

you have so wany things about secret bases and people belng trained

theore, and the widows in Birminghewm, Alabama, of the Americans who
were killed in that Bsy of Pigs attempt -- the flyers who hired
out to the CIA, under sowe kind of a trading company, CIA froat --
they got checks -~ ave they still getting checks?™

ROSS: "Yes, they've still getting checks."

CROMIE: "Will they get them for the rest of their lives?®

ROSS: '"Pregumably. It is --once gsgein it's an area which
%geghiggded in such secrecy, one would nev§r know ultimately whether

GROMIE: "The doecent thing to do."

ROSS: '"Yes, I would say so. Our fesling was that they had

been rather -~ the governwent hed rather shabbily treated these
pliots, these Americans who volunteswed Tor this operation, by

laplying they were soldiexs of fortune, and they were doiang it Just
for the monoy., And in fact I think it was cleayr that thelr wmotlivations
were wixed, as with most human motivations, and anyone who goes off
for whatever motlvation, and offers his 1life for his country deserves

better treatment than to be castigated."

. CROME%: :They were told of course that they were doing a
patriotic thing. .
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ROSS: 'Yes, indeed. So the©, as you say, they had a dual

CROMIE: "Woll, it's a lovely book, and I do urge everyons
b

to vread it, bscause I think it's an extremely important book.
Now gince it cawme out, has there bsen any adverse CIA cowwent, or
are they pretty wuch accepting 16?F

. ROSS: "™Well I think they have pretty much accepted it. I
think there wag an initial -~ wind you, there was not a universal
opposition to the book within the CIA, -~ but there --"

GROMIE: PItig a very valuable book, Tom. I hate to breek
in, but we Juat ran out of time. My guest tonlght was, Tow Ross,
who with David Welss, has written a bhook called *The Taviailble
Government, ! published by Raudow House. Tom of course); is with the
Washington Dureau of the Sun-Times, and I hope you will watch us
again nextnweek e « o Bennett Cerf of Randow House will be our
guest. o o
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