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- ' THE WHITE HousE
. WASHINGTON

A ‘ November 8, 1962

TOP SECRET
' , MEMORANDUM FOR

N ?\:n EEI\EI':'EEVE\)’ | - THE NSC EXEGCUTIVE COMMITTEE
COM |

Subject: Revised course of action in the contingency that a
' Surveillance plane is shot at or destroyed

1. The importance and legitimacy of Surveillance should be a con-
stant theme in oyur public and private dig cussions of the Cuban ‘
pProblem, to build understanding at all levels of the contribution '

which such surveillance ig making to the reduction of danger.
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2. In the event one of our surveillance Planes is shot at or
destroyed, we should first establish the facts beyond any reason-

RS Kuznetsov's repeated statement to McCloy on October 31 (USUN 1583
e to State} that all antiaircraft in Cuba is in Cuban hands, and state

! " that the action taken would be limited to that necessary to enable
A us to continue surveillance,

(Alternatively, Wwe could deliver a message and reserve the attack
until we have hea_rd Khrushchev's answer,)
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5. In both cases, the OAS would be informed of our intended action
as far as possible in advance, without request for an endorsemment.
It would be advisable to inform the Secretary General of the United
‘Nations of our action and the reason for it.

6. In either case we should announce to the public that one of our
planes has been shot at or destroyed and indicate the nature of the
position we were communicating to the Soviet Union,

7. If it becomes necessary to act to defend our surveillance planes,
‘the specific action taken would depend upon the circumstances of the
interference, If a U-2 has been shot down, the appropriate action
w ould be first to eliminate the particular SAM site or sites responsible
for the action, then to communicate a second time with Moscow,
and finally, in the absence of satisfactory assurances, eliminate the
remainder of the SAM system. If MIGs are involved in an isolated
incident, the appropriate action would be against MIGs whether in
the air or on airfields, If short-range anti-aircraft were responsible,
this would presumably be action by Cubans not Russians, and action
directly against those positions wo uld be appropriate.

8. After evaluation of Soviet and Cuban counter-action to any
actions under paragraph 7 above, we might proceed to wider
action, and such wider action might include approaches to allied
and friendly governments in an effort to prevent all shipments to
Cuba, or, if all else failed, a reimposition and expansion of the
- quarantine. (Ambassador Thompson emphasizes that a renewal
of the quarantine against the Soviet Union at such a stage would
almost cert'ainly_require strenuous reaction from Moscow.)
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