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© The Honorable Nabest 3, McNamara
ioe Secawtary ol Lefense
© o sldneztom, L. ca. o '

Deav lox, Secrethryl

In response to yoar telephone calle of last nighat, 1 set forth
belew rey purely personal rensons way I s firmly spposed to
the surincing of our special aireraft a¢ this thue. .8 L pointesd
ot in my leiter to the [reaident this 1oraiag, 1beliove that each
4 the participants in ibe dlsewssion of <7 Novewber 1703 hc!c: &t
tie whiie liouse should have the spportunity o supress hirnseli
2 Hae cowsplex lssaes luvolved, #3 I iudicated to you last night,
wiks a.siter iv of such intensely compalling inportnce to M2,
 ecCone that I do not feel fres to have iy views lntorpretec a9
reprossxiing his views or the official vievs of the Livector of
Centrai Intelligenca, eapeciaily since he will return this evening
and 1 an: pot aware of any emergency slitudtiva *e:;suxj.ag precipi«
ous action. , . '

Thia special aircrafl systen: is sur most lmportant udcos
r.itted intallivence collection apeet snd the longer the United itates
| anp deny to the soviet Union indermation on this very vandrkaisle
roconoaiesaace capability, the greater wilil be the 1ot sdvantage to
aur national security. It also represants our ouly furesesable
capability for prempt reconcaissance of crisis sitsations and we
mrust they efore do everything possible to preserve ous ability to
ase it operationally. _ :

“hila there is oo doubt thar the vehicle will eventualiy come
to public netice, an official disclosurs by the Fresident or by 2
secior official of the Adusinistraticn wouls clearly present the
soviete with & major confrouiation, the policy considerscioans of
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which have natyetbam m We bave not scen fit to make
such & disclosure of our satsllite reconmaissance progran: and
present policy indicates that we do not intend to at this time. It
goes without saying that an official disclosure would invite
legitimate goestions as to its intended wee -- questions which we.
are not now prepared to answer, | sherefore fesl that we should
not take any steps which might limit our ability to use the vehicle
for nons-attributable reconnaissance.

Faithfully yours,

/8l

Marshall 3. Cartey
Lisatenant Genersl, U3A
Acting Director
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