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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY .
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO
Ser 003F92
17 July 1957

Dear Mr. Dulles:

Pursuant to our discussion at the IAC meeting
‘on Tuesday, 1 am forwarding the attached brief on the

Gulf of Agaba.
Slncerg;y i’
e
. H. Frost
Fr. Allen Dulles

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.

Copy to:
State (Mr. Cumming)
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NAVY review(s) completed.
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At the end of hostilitles in Vovember 1
only 2 small ermed launches in the Gulf of [ ol
Fevy hes incressed 1ts strength by 2 patrol )

1. T82,V), which arrived in the &ilet arce in 9 mber 1996 and Januery
1657, encd 3 (possibly 5) PT boets, which wvere trensferred overlenc
from Haife durinm the first helfl of 1957. "he ships hrve maneuvered

at various times in the Gulf since thelr errivel, Derticulerly in eerly
iiay prior to end during Tsrreli Incependence Ley celebrations. dLacn
time Isr-eli nrvel ships conducted meneuvers in the Gull, =sudl Jrebia --
and, to some extent, Jordcpn --= complained that thelr territorial weters
hed been violeted. These sccusations gre over snc. ebove the contiruous
treb cleim thet the Gulfl 1is within Areb territoriecl waters cnd comprises
e closel sea. Since the Gulf 1Is so perrov and Lgypt, Jorden end Lrudci
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Apebie hold territory st its northern end, 1t is impossible for Isresell
nevel units to meneuver witnout violating Areb territorial wevers if

ihe G-mile ~rel claim is upheld. Jssumlng the lezelity of the S-mile

limit, Isreell ships could treverse the Gulf in direct passeaje ena
could conduct meneuvers on a very limitved scele.

Followinz the Isrsell seizure of Sharm el Yheilih snd the islanas
in +the Yiren 3treits and the su.sequoant cssumption of control of tae
creas by the UNLEF, Isrrel Degan the movement of cherterec forslzn
71le; ships into the port of 3ilet., Passa_es of this type of treftfic
continue. Ships of wmanish, Itellen, Goste Ricen, Greek, endc Penamoniaon
reglstry have buen ensoged wn the novewent of wull: cargo frow .uest
fipicen morts to Bil-t. O0il from Iran hes ucen wvrou_ht to silrT DY
ships oi US end Liverion veglstry. Tanliors involved. .Jere, Oi° ©
VERN HIDLS, S il ANER, ena 1anOnY. It is believed thrt all )
the only UY fl-y tenlier hes uovw boen tekor ofif tho wilet run.

e ot ojiboutil 5 July en route irom 5.1-t to Bender iieshur. 4t 1
estimeted thet 100,000 tons of crude oil and POL heve errivsa a2t BEilaet
during 1957.

The first Israeli flag ship, ATLIT, arrived =t Zilet on 7 June
1957 after passece throuch the Gulf. After en unnoted out-oasscse sho
wes ouserved in liombesa on 8 July 1¢57. If she deprrted liorlbesa oo
that ~ete v could next arrive at the Tiran 3trr-its on 18 July. vhsre
cre pno indicetions, ~t the »resent time, th-t eciditlionrl Isvrrell {log
shiss will ongese in the Iest .irTicen trede out of wil-t. Dovevar,
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here heve peen reporis thet Iorrel will overate £
wilet ip the Lled Sea. Yhese reports heve Hoen denled ©
Governiment.
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ishinz boats out of
v the lsreell

Qecction by the .Jreb statas to leresll use of the Gulf of fgeocte
nhegyso-dote,been vocal. The Zgyptlen navy, excent for a nidshipuan
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treining cruise into the Red See, hrs remelined necr Zucz. Jordan
soudi irebis h-ve no nevies. There has been no attendt by the ;gyp"
to expel the UWEF from Sherm &1 Sheikh in order to recssert ugw«t
rule in this arees. Apperentl: the Egyptlens, Ssudi Arg-1~n° end
Jordaniens heve not used shore-besed guns to prevent Isrrell or foreisn
{129 ships from using the Gulrf, There nes elso been no indic~tion of
use of aircraflt by uﬂ““@ retions to prevent such vessage. wgyotien:
Vavy CinG izzet's strtement thet his nevly acquired Soviet submerinces
wvould e used to protect Lgyntian territoriel wveters cannot, nowever,
ne ignored,

. Tn the meanuhile the Israclis continue to improve the port of
silet., It is a coom toun thet will have a populauwop by the end of
1957 of 5,000 eccording to Isrceli claims. & plcr sufficient to
hancle ships of 5,000 tons has been completed. Tuis piler is now being
enlerzed to hendle 10,000~-ton salps. 0il storeze Leacilitles are now
40,000-tons crude oil =nd 1,500 tons POL. /Ln erditionel 25,000 tons
crude anc 800 tons POL ere under construction. 4in 8=in oill pipeline
hes been combl ved from Gilet to Beershebe and is in use. This line
is beln; extended oy a 16-in line which Ulll probehly terminete on the
lSdLCeP““P en ot sadl sukrelr (south of He a). It is elso “oporuea

thet the 8-inch line will be prrelleled by 18-inch line and thet in
the future these lines will connect with the refinery at Haife.

It is evident thet Isrrel intends to use the Guli of Aga-e end to
male Lilet a abjor port. lilovement of snips throuzh the Gull rre unde
a secrecy screen for Isrnel doss not desire thet its use ol the
Gulf become o cesuse of hostilitles et this tiwme. LIt ie also spprrent
tnat the rfrebs sre using every efiort st vresept to stod Lsr ell

the Gulf by political means. It is possi:le they mey resort to force
ot a Lutufe dete if pclitlcal »orocedures folil,
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MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. DULLES

Copies of the attached memonAnE® yom Adm.
Frost and Mr. R. Gordon Arnesdn\ 4 Gulf

of Aqaba have been furnished to ONE /4

JSE _17 Julx
(DATE)

FORM NO. 101 REPLACES FORM 10-101
1 AUG 54 WH!CH MAY BE ysep. (47)
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