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Mr, Fobert il, Eshmer .

hoting Arohivist of the United Btates
Genersl Services Administration
Nationsl Archlives snd Recorcs Service

Dear My, Bahmer:

In my letter of 21 April I informed you that
CIA personnel were reviewing the Yorld War II War Produetion
Board records.

This exsmination has been gompleted and of the
50,000 to 75,000 feet of records scheduled for deatruetion, CTn
has determined an intersst in but %40 feet; these comprise the
files of the Foreipgn Mvigion and the Burems of Internationsl

I heve asked the CIA Mecords Qfficer to nagotiat:
with your people for the tresusfer of the sslected revords to CIi.
The Agency interposes no objection to the degtruction of tie re-
maining reeords referred to in your letter of April 13, 1954,

8inserely yours,

James M. Mndrevs
Assistant Mrector
Callsotion & Dissexination

OCD:JRB:rbh
ce: DD/I w/basic v

Chief, Mgmt Stf, ftin: for zction
Cnief, IR/CD

ORR/ST/I, Attn: |:|
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service
Washington 25, D <.

pre—

Yy ADMINISTRATION {¢

ox %

Lte General G, P. Cabell
Deputy Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear General Cabell:

The Federal Records Center in Alexandria, Virginia, holis
about 50,000 cubic feet of records of the World War II War Production
Board, its predecessors and successors, that were transferred to the
Department of Commerce upon the termination in 1947 of the Office of
Temporary Controls.

Thess records, with certain exceptions, do not have suf icizant
value to the Department of Commerce to warrant their further preserva-
tion. Attached is a disposal 1ist describing those records that appesar
to be disposable at this time. Appended to it is an analysis of the
records of the Board that sppear still to be of continuing value.

In view of the fact that during recent months some use was
made of WPB files by representatives of your Agency, we want to e.sura
that the records to be retained will meet the needs of the Central
Intelligence Agency.

We would appreciate a statement from you as to whether -he
work of the Central Intelligence Agency would be impeded if disposition
of the WPB records is made in accordance with the plan indicated n the
attached lists,

Sincerely yours,

( ok Dl

Robert H, Bahmer
Acting Archivist
of the United States

Enclosures -~ 2
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Eﬁstration
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DISPOSE OF RECORDS

(For instructions on the use of this form see National Archives Manual

on the Disposition of Federal Records)

10: THE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES,
NATIONAL ARCHIVES, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1. FROM (AGENCY OR ESTABLISHMENT)
Gensral Services Administration

2. MAJOR SUBDIVISION

Records Management Service, Region III

3. MINOR SUBDIVISION
Federal Records Center

.

ooob’ﬁﬁd’éﬂ?

\ JOR 1O,

DATE RECEIVED -

e e ]

DATE APPROVED

i

| HousE REPORT NO.

CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION

. CONggss | BAT

SBSSION |

4. NAME OF PERSON WITH WHOM TO CONFER

M, V, Ritter

NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY

CONGRESS HAS AUTHORIZED DISPOSAL, _OF VI'YEN“S ¥ RKED
“'DISPOSAL APPROVED™ IN COLUMN 10,

TU(bate)

G

ArcHivis '8 Represart. tive. |

6. CERTIFICATE OF AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE:

I hereby certify that I am authorized to act for the head of this agency in matters pertaining to the disposal of records, and that the records describec i <k list or

schedule of g

A The records have B
ceased to have suffi-
cient value to warrant
further retention,

pages are proposed for disposal for the reason indicated: (**X'’ only one)

The records will cease to have sufficient value C
to warrant further retention on the expiration

of the period of time indicated or on the occur-

rence of the event specified.

[]

the original records.

The records will have ceased to have sgficient vaius te warrant
retention in their original form by virt:ie of tihe iac.
microphotographic copies, mede in accor-iance with stm-larde of
the National Archives Courxil, will be a-iequate -:beti: utes for

hat the

(Date) (Signature of Agenoy Representative)
7. 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 9. ! .
ITEM NO. (WITH INCLUSIVE DATES OR RETENTION PERIODS) SAMPLEOR | pcT:CN TAKEN
WAR PRQUUCTION BOARD ,
PREDECLSS D UCCESOUR AGENCT B8
1, | Bscords of Staff Offices, 19LO=LT7: Fragmentary residue of

records of the Executive Office of the Chairman, the
Offices of the Administrative Assistant to the Chalraan,
the Executive Vice Chairman and the four Vice Chalrmen for
Program, Planning, International Supply, and Field Opera-
tions and of some but not all of the subordinate and re-
lated buresaus, offices, divislons, and commitises, consisti
ing of (1) incomplete files of correspondsnce, reports,
memoranda, and related materials representing the routine
day by day activities of these units after the raemoval of
the significant materials; and (2) extra cepies of corres-
pondence, minutes, reporys, orders, regulations, issuances
end related materials being preserved slsewhere {(including
personsl and convenience files of individual members of
the legal steff).

NOTE:
offices and cormittees being preserved in the
Hational Archives include:

l. Official minutes of the Board, the various
cormittees, and staff meetings of bursaus,
offices, and divisions,

2. Records of the Chalrman and the principal

officials and organizational unitas of the

Major records of these as well as of the other staff

Four coples, including origiaal, fo he submiited to the National Archives

Approded T ARG 5938 R Ehp B8R 1ET8R001000050052-1.
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7. 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 9. 16
ITEM NO. (WITH INCLUSIVE DATES OR RETENTION PERIODS) SAMPLE OR

JOB NO.

| acTion THKEN

2,

3.

memoranda, and other materials, arranged by
subjesat.

3. Papers giving the organization, functions,
persemnel, and tudget of the various units,
including directories aml organisation charts.

4. Issuances including annual and pericdic ree-
ports; direetives, insiructicns, and menusls;
orders and regulations; studies and surveys;
and histories of all units for which they wers
prepared, and so-called "custody" files.

5. Master set of forms used by the Board and
statistical tabulations esnd anslyses.

Records of Functional Divisions, 1940-47: Records of the

Redistribution, Conservetion, and Salvage Divisions and th*e

Office of Industry Advisory Committees consisting of (1)
incomplete files of correspondence, memoranda, and re-
lated materials repraesenting the day by day activities
of these units after the removal of the significant
materials and (2) extra cociss of reports, orders,
regulations, and related materials being preserved among
the permanent records.

NOTZ: For these L units as well as for the Qffice of
Product Assignments major materials siidlar to tho

listed under the item 1 NOTE are in the Naticnal sP

Archives,

Compliance Records, Netlonal end Field Offices, 19,0-47:
Statements of charges of viclations of WPB orders and
regulations, reports as to the validity of the charges,
testimony before Compliance Compissioners, analyses of
pertinent facts, copies oi orders and regulations involved
snd related materials, There hes besn only 1 raqusst fer
information from these records in the last 20 months
{(July 1, 1952 - February 28, 195L, iaclusive). &xoept |
for a sampling preserved to illustirate methods and pro- |
cedures (which in the case of WPB are documented in the |

yPolicy Documentation File), comparable OPA files were 1

destroyed several years ago. !

Enforeement of the controls established by the War |
Production Board was secured by mesaus of administrative |
action and by criminal prosecution through the Dspartment |
of Justice, In the latter case, the pertinent records n.r+
in the Justice Department., Enforcement proeeedings and |

Approved:kai-Relaass, 200360729 LA -ROBSMBA16HRA01000050052-1,. ..., ...
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REQUEST FOR AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE OF RECORDS—Continuation Shee:

7.
ITEM NO.

8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM
(WITH INCLUSIVE DATES OR RETENTION PERIODS)

9 !

= gOR

SAMPLE OR | .
AMFLE O ACTICN ~AKI

Lo

5.

records of the Board relate entirely to the cases settled
by administrative action. The great bulk of violations
investigated were disposed of by the Complianes Division
by means of explanation and educatian. About 2,500 cases
went to hearings befors compliance commissioners, result-
ing in the issuance of more than 900 suspension orders
{suspending sllocations or priorities to bring use by a
ecompeny into preportion with equitable use - essentially
a type of allocation or priority), more than LOO eonsent
orders (company admitied violation and agreed to revised
priority or allocation), and more than LOO probation
orders, Official files covering each order are retained
in the National Archives among the mecords of the Record-
ing Secretary; in the case of appeals, files are among
the records of the Chief Complianes Commissionsr, whieh
are alse in the National Archives,

Status Information Order Files, 1540-L7:1 Files maintained
by the Status Information Branech of the Administrative
Bervices Division of the War Production Board, They were
designated as the official “order" files of the Board,
and consist of coples of applications for priority
sgsistance required under various WPE orders,.

The records are filed under the order number, by
month or quarter, thereunder by name of applicant, making
it neoessary for a searcher to examins many records whan-
ever an extensive search is required. Moreover, the
files contain little supporting dats as the earreapondenml
and supporting documents wers routed to the appropriste
division for processing. Much of the possible value of
the records was, therafore, unever contained in the status
information files as the division files were supposedly
the more complete,

The status information files, on the other hand, were
not screensed elther for records to be included in the
Plant Data Integration files or the Policy Documentation
file, and were in that sense for a time more valuable than
the division files econtaining similar and duplieate record
There is an exeeption to the above statement ia the fact
that the PDIA's (WPB Shl's) reporting forms that formed
& large segment of the status information files were
destroyed through Mareh 194.. The remaining PDIA records
cover the period 194l through August 1945.

Production Requirements Plan (PRP) and Controlled
Materials Plan (CMP) Divisional Records, 19L1-ib: The
Production Requirements Plan and its sugeessor, the

&,

Approved&5os,Release.2003/07129:t-Chi: RERSABANGZERA0 10000500521 e
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7 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 9. .
ITEM NO. (WITH INCLUSIVE DATES QR RETENTION PERIODS) SAMPLESR | ACTION TAVEN

Controlled Materials Plan, were used to allocate materials
to applicants for use in completing wartime projects.

The applications were rcuted to the division charged
with the function of &llocating particular materials in-
volved in the production of certain end-products,

The PRP records consist primarily of Forms PD 254
(Application for Priority Assictance under Production
Requirements Plan), PD 25F (Application for Supplementary
Authorizations under Production Requirements Plan),
correspondence, and related data and work sheets. Dates
19i1 - 1st quarter 19L3.

The CMP records consist primarily of Form CHP-LB
{Application for Allotment of Contrelled Materials, and/
or change in Authorized Production Schedule), CMPL-200
(Allotment Increase and Revised Authoriszed Production
Schedule), correspondence and werk sheets. Dates - first
quarter 1943-1946.

6, |Industry Divisions and Bureaus (except operating files of
the Minerals Bureau, tuch as those of the Miming Divisions,
Miscellaneous Minerals Divisions, Aluminum Magnesium Divi-
sion, and Metals and Minerals Division coversd by “Log No.
3207"), 1940=471 Records of about 27 industry divisions
and bureaus consisting of (1) incomplete files of corres-
pondence, memoranda, forms, production schedule sheets,
ledgers, and related materials representing the day by day
activities of these urits in their relations with indus-
tries and (2) extra copies of correspondence, rsports,
orders, regulations, end related materials beinz preserved
among the permanent records.

NOTEs For all of these divisions as well as for addition-
al ones and for the various industry and labor
advisory committees that worked with them and other
committees that determined policies major materials
simdlar to those listed under the item 1 NOTE are
in the National Archives.

Neot duplicated in the National Archives are
the innumerable forms filled out by all of the
members of the vaorious industries in connection
with allocations, priorities, and compliance with
orders and regulstions together with the related
correspondence at the division, branch, section,
and unit levels., These have, howsver, been held

]
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7. 8. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 9. : €
ITEM NO. (WITH INCLUSIVE DATES OR RETENTION PERIODS) 5{,’3‘;‘—58*‘ | ACTION TAK:N

i years longer than was deemed necessary by the
War Production Board, which in a dispesal schedule
approved by Congress in 19.5 provided for their
retention for only two years after the close of
the program. In addition there are being held at
the Federal Records Center, Regiocn 3, the forms
submitted by 5,000 representative firms in the
Plant Data Integration File mentioned sbove,
Theze forms wers pulled from this residue of the
divisional files and are not to be destroyed at
this time.

i
i
i
i
i
1
i
i
H
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ABALYSIS
WAR PRODUCTION BUaAD SCQRIE PROPOSID FOR HETEMII ¥

The records whick axre proposad for disposal represent resicdual reeords
the war Production iloard and predecessor and sugoessor agencies, now el i

the Bagion 3 Federal Records Center, They consist of incomplats files I br o

quarters and field offices from vwhich have bean removed the rocords of :oai. 1.

or permanent value.

These files as originelly cvastituted were examined firsc by the Bar i x:
tion Board and Civilian Production Administration records stalf, wic re wver (=
then the records of permanent value nov in the Naticnal Archives, oriwipall - o

the Policy Documentation and Selset Document Files, In 1943 the Departient

Commerce, which through 1ts liquidatiorn Division inherited those recercs nct |
transferred to the National Archiver, iluvited other Jovemment agencisc o | ¢

from the remsinder ay records whichk they considered ol possible use iz coptiz:

programs, About 10,000 feet of records were taken; some of these have :ine:
suthorized for disposal,

The Hational Archives, slter arn sxaminatior of the residue in 198 adee! :
few items to 1its materials. In a projeet sponsored by the Hatioral Razoure:-

Planning Board, statisticlans from the Census Dureau a.d other apenciss wix

had WP experience removed from the files about 60,000 docwsents, for iie »¢
part copiez of materiels alresdy in the National Archives, and otgandzei i :
into a "Related Materials" or "Moldilisation Plamning File,”™ derignad e urr -

ready information for use in mobiliration plamning, This file %t now 33 ui:
Kational Archives. Another removal was made for the establishmapt by (ansu:
Bureau personnel of a Plant Pata Iategration Pile containing all the = san:
returns mads by about 5,000 representative firms to all the indurtry 4ivisi:

of the Board, This flle is in the Fegion 3 Federsl Records Canter and .& ro .

of those now proposad for disposal,

Finally, experience in maintaining the files at the Federsl “ecorvs Cei i

bas indicated that certain additionsl records should not be desticyed ¢: ti: -

+

time, and therefore stou'd be excluded from the proposed disposal job, The: -

groups of flles are:

1. Tax Amortization ureach records, consisting largely of lecees: o
Certificatos.

2. BResquisitioning case [iles of the lequisitioming Branck ¢f tha
Financial Poliey “ivision,.

3. Operating iles of the Minerals Bureau, such as those of the
Mindng Divisions, 1scallaneous Kinerals Divisions, and Alumir m
Magnesiunm Division,

L» Construction Buresu files, consisting largely of permite o
construct chiefly under orders L-Ll and FeEf,

Approved For Release 2003/07/29 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001000050052-1
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S« Official files of the General Counsel and his staff thit were .ot
screened to select papers for the Policy Jocumentation File &ar
the Select Iocument File,

Ps
o
i

6. Files of the staff ofrices retired to the Cameron deposisory &
August 31, 1947, and therefore not subject to screenin: for seie
tion of papers for the Policy Documentation File or tha 3elact
Document File and Matals and Minerals Division covered bv *lLog
¥e. 3207.7

]
J

The records listed are, therefore, those that remein after t:e sue ess
removals of the significent portions of the original board files. they can

disposed of (1) as the minutiae representing the routine dally opsratic & o

units, the activities of which are well documented in more useble : 5% 4 1
that are being preserved aud (2) as duplicates (extra copies of corresp nde

reports, orders, forms, regulations, etc.) of records that are also bei.e
preserved,

-2—
Approved For Release 2003/07/29 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001000050052-1
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OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP
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Remarks:

FGRM NO.
SEP 1947 30-4

l:] CONCURRENCE :J RECOMMENDATION

Attached reuly was coordinated with
ORR, Industrial Register, and the
Records Cfficer - gll of whom had a look
at the flles scheauled for destruction.
I'm assured that this re
understandable to Bahmer
dlscussions which have taken place at the
working level.

T0— INITIALY? » | DATE
?
A LA “_,9‘?“
: / L% d
3
4
5
FROM~— o INITIALS DATE
i | AD/CD M o/
2
3
1 APPROVAL X ] inForMaTION C_ 1 SIGNATURE
7 acrion [ 7 bireet ReeLy ] RETURN
L1 comment L | preparaTioN oF reey [ ] DISPATCH

“ FILE

ply will be fully
In view of the
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
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/ 1
2
3
4
5
FROM lNlTl%.‘S; DATE
AEp
. / a/ﬂ/ — - 2
0, pry 7 < prey 0 '{9,5_( B
2
3
"1 APPROVAL [ INFORMATION [ "] SIGNATURE
1 AcTION [_____1 DIRECT REPLY [T RETURN

[ 1 COMMENT [ 1 PREPARATION OF REPLY [ | DISPATCH
"] CONCURRENCE RECOMMENDATIOR T FILE
Remarks: .
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

TO INITIALS DATE

.73

FROM INITIALS DATE

1 0,/ DEPUTY DIRECTOR VML/k (4/17/54

[ ApPROVAL "1 INFORMATION "] SIGNATURE
i} ACTION """ DIRECT REPLY "1 RETURN
[T COMMENT [T PREPARATION OF REPLY [ ] DISPATCH
"1 CONCURRENCE [ ____| RECOMMENDATIOR C____1FuILE

Remarks:

E D1000050052-1
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2

pr
P ROUTING SLIP
TO— NAME , BUILDING, ROOM NUMBER, ETC.
1
2,
3
4.
5
FOR—
(] approvaL D IMMEDIATE ACTION [] RECOMMENDATION
[] As REQuUESTED [] mimias [] see ME
[} correction D NECESSARY ACTION [] sieNATURE
[} Fne [] nNoTe aND ReTURN [7] Your comment
|:] FULL REPORT E] READ AND DESTROY D YOUR INFORMATION
D HANDLE DIRECTLY D ALLOTMENT SYMBOL D
] PREPARE REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF —_—
[ answer OR ACKNOWLEDGE BEFORE - —_
FROM DATE
REMARKS y STAT

Tris has been iscussed wit,".|
of your staff on an informal basis,
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