OFfi.!n:EQ,FTHEDlRECTOR “ ‘ SECURITY INFORMATION. = 010002-0
" ate,  Approved For Release 3003106168 - DR s e 65 #R6E Boo

Mr. Allen ¥, Dulle

Federal Burean of Inuestination
United States Deparfment of Justice

Washington 25, D, @.
august 24, 1953

S

4Director, Central Intellig

Administration Byj
Eoom 123

2430 E Street, W,

Fashington, p, C,

Dear Mr, Dulles:
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United States Bepartment of Justice
Fedreral Bureau of Inuestigation
TWashington 25, D, C.

IN REFLY, PLEASE REFER TO

FILENo._____ August 24, 1953

The following information was furnished by an
informant who has given ertremely reliable information in
the past. It purports to represent statements made by a
Soviet official stationed in Europe. This official is
believed to be attached to the new Ministry of Home Affairs,
which was created after the death of Stalin through a con-
solidation of the Ministries of Internal Affairs and Stcte
Security. ‘

According to this official, for several days cfter
the public announcement of the arrest of Lavrenti Beria, the
officials of his department (probably Foreign Section of the
Ministry of Home Affairs) were walking around in & “haly
dream." Some of them were said to stay up all night and
would not sece or talk to anyone. When questioned as to how
the arrest of such a high official as Beria could kappen,
this official stated that after the death of Stalim anything

could happen, and thet nobody knew wha woisld be arrested nert.

He stated that atomic energj development led to
Beria's downfall. Beris desired to get ahead of the United
States in atomic development in the quickest time possible.
To do so and to keep all of the developments secret, he used
only personnel from his own Ministry. He did not recruit
personnel from the “Wilitary Institute® (described as an
institute of military engineers), and did not consult the
Army, Malenkov, or the Central Committee of the Party con-
cerning atomic energy work. Beria also failed to keep them
advised of his accomplishments and failures in the Gtomic
energy field. In fact, he often misinformed them in this
regard. The basis for his action was the necessity for
secrecy, but the Central Committee “judged it differently.®
It was considered that misinforming.the Centracl Committee
eould "play up to our enemy,® particularly when “Malenkov
proves.he (Beria) has done it for his personal benefit.”

dccording to this offictal, apter Stalin's death
Beria wanted to make a full and accurate report to .the

“Plenary Session® but was prevented from doing so. Some
officers in the Ministry of Home Affairs believed that Beric
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should have been closer to Marshal Zhukov, who was personally
Jond of Beria, but since he did not consult Zhukov the latter
would not help him. Some officers believed he completely
disregarded Malenkov and Molotov and some consider his actions
as intrigue against Malenkov.

This official stated that gtomic energy development
in the future will be in the hands of a committee of five,
headed by an engineer named Dobuginsky (phonetic). Two membsrs
of the commitiee will be drawn from the WNar Department and two
Srom the Ministry of Home Affairs. The entire committee will
be subordinated to the Central Committee of the Party, as well
a3 to Malenkov.

According to the informant, this Soviet official
was of the opinion that Molenkov would not remain in power
very long and that Marshal Zhukov may be the man who will < -
succeed Malenkov. 4

Informant reported that this Soviet official claimsd
that the Russians have promised that the Chinese Communists
will be taken into the United Nations by Christmas of 1953.
They consider that the United States is preventing-Commurist
China from becoming G member of the United Nations. The truce
in Korea was described as nothing but "eieces of paper,* and
it was stated that they either have to "create o new Korea or
get back to Korea." The informant is of the opinion that this
statement meant fighting would again break out in Korea or tne
Communists would start hostilities in some other section of
the world.

e It was stated that the Russiane would concentrate on
making Tito unpopular with his own people in Yugoslavia. The
Albanians and the Hungarians are not trusted by the Russians

but the €roats and the Serbs in rugoslavia will always be pro-
Russian. When the time comes to eliminate Tito, the Yugoslaviin
people will be happy. However, this will not come about until
the "iddle of winter® (presunably thé winter of 1953-1954).

ot TSR TS T TR Y

In discussing current international matters and the
possibility of war, the official stated that America must went
war because so much money 1s being s$pent on the Army and mili-
tary equipment. He stated that i% is impossible for Communism
end €apitalism to live in peace. They are opposiies and one or
the other must fall. The Russians are not ready for war anc
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would like to have &t least & couple of years more to build
up their industry. The statistics available to the Russians
concerning industrial and militery capacity of the United
States are contradictory, depending upon who prepares them.
The*ﬂinistrg of Home Affairs still recommends military
®*annoyances™ against the United Siates, if not direct war,
anywhere in.the world where it would hurt the United States
most. The “Wilitary Department™ has its own statistics and
the military leaders have changed their minds from time to
time. The Central Committee considers the suggestions of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the military, and its own analysis
of the political situation. It then makes a recommendation
and while Stalin was alive depended on him to make the right
decision. Malenkov may not have prestige enough to dominate
the various factions and make the right decisions.

: It was stated that Russian “annoyances™ (such s the
war in Korea) may postpone any contemplated United States
offensives against Russia. Russia may not have as many bombs
as the United States, but one Russian bomb might do twenty
times as much damage as a United States bomb (according to
informant, this refers to cccessibility of United States
industry to bombing, rather than to the comparative size of
Russian and United States bombs).

dccording to this official, the Russians must weaken
Turkey and this action must be synchronized with action against
Yugoslavia, in whatever form that might take, probably "this
winter;" America has no allies that can be trusted. France
and Italy.can be discounted. The Benelur countries are impotent.
Churchill i1s about to die and on his death the Labour Party
will again become dominant in England. It will take o typical
left-wing attitude towards the United States and the military
importance of England will become "zero,® with the excepiion 5/
a few RAF (Royal Air Force) men and some of the fleet. iloweve-,
@ bad harvest of grain in Russia would give the Russians a set-
back.
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