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¥

Brig. General Andrew .J, Gaodp&nterf’"'
Staff Secretary o
The White House i
Washington, D, C, |

Daar Andy: |

Attaghed is a copy of the memorandumm which I maatiose .
te you over the telephbone yssierday, It was prepared as as intel.
ligence working paper for the mesting yesterday avening of Stats
Defeuse-JC3-CIA representatives.

This memorandum was generally accepted by the par-
ticipants as a reasonable statemen: of the Present situaticn in La s,
based an available inteBigence, aad they agreed that it might be : saft
to put it in your hapds,

F aithfully yours,

(Coapad BTN W P2 i
e ed, Al W, Bl iy !

Allex W, Dulleas
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Decamber 17, %%
MEMORANDUM;

Altached is a copy of the special Watch Comunitine reaars
mmr&d last evening with regard to the siteation in Lacse,

We concur in the conelusions of thip report and Lelieve th -
We must expect strong Communist reaction, in seme form, i the
defeat that the Comeaunist and Pathet Lao foress have 5o far suffer <
in the battie for Vientiane,

Wa are inclined o feel that the initial reaction will be & r¢ ers
ofF témi caovert, strasgthaning of the Pathet las--Kong e farces ir the
vicinity of Vientlase and = buiid ~up of the Pathet Lao forees in stha:
areas of Lacs., This may well inclede, as oue unverified repor:
alrgady raceived indicsten, air dropping of Commaunist saits, which
may toclode Vietminh forces, to supplement the Pathet Las. 4 mor
m;sivi Commusist intervention is not to be excluded in pur &sare

planning ,

s
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Keng La's fortes, sccording to reports, Are rotreatiag ori
of Vientiane in reasonably good srder, and while they have jost i am-.
and material, thore is nvidence that the bulk of these ferces rexing
intnet,

These forces may (1) regroup for asx early retulisicry a aci
on Vientisne, if they estimate thet the Phoural forces sre ashaus:ad, .1
fil-deployed to deal with & counter attack, (2) They may camtasw. o
move north towarde Lupng Prabang with a view to ssizing ta3s zoyal
capital of the country and possibly the person of the King, (steps are
being taken to sssurs that the Kiag has the facility to quickly lomy
the royal capital if it is seviously threatened), (3) Thay mighs
posaibly move north 2néd emst of their preses: positions o Jieag i howa:s

It seems most likely that the Soviet would not bave takee the
rieks ncident to their massive air supply of the Pathet Lao--Kos - ie
forces in Vientiane wnlesa they had contemplated some iallew-up
operations. (Some 59 Ii.-i4 flights to Viestiane were iavolved, o
whick approximately one.-third appareatly delivered heavy ariills: y,

amamunition, etc,, apd the halan¢s mostly POL),

S gy ey ey
i

Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDPéOBO1676R000900020005-8




Approved For Release 2002/08/21 :‘CIA-RDPQQBM676R000900020005-8

We have furthor information indicating that four additio aj

frentier and on the rail line from Mainland Chisa to Hanoi,

Thars are siso reparts regarding shuttle air flights frox
Hanoi to Dien Bien Phu {whica is the nearest air nead in Morthery
Vietaawm to the Lao barder) and te Sam Ness,

All of the foregeing reinforces our belief that the T8s.
Peiping and Hano: are prepariag to provide whatever aid taey focl is
required io prevent the establishment of an eifective son -Uomane st
regimes in Laocs, They have the capability to channel guen aid s uga

Sem Neua which is sader oliective Pathet Lo emrﬁ. Such inter ent: .-

could include initially a greatly incroased Cormmunist atzitft ane 5

i

larger movement of techoicians and volunteers,
Tha forces under General Phoural have fought well i+ the
battie for Vientians, Pheumi bimself, kowever, has tondos 1o be ¢ ex

optimistic with regard to ihe extent and significance of his curren:

victary at Visatiane aad is certainly ill informod az 10 the dlaposisi
and intestion of the enemy,

- 3.
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While measures ars being taken 10 carry owk recsanzisssnc
in the imamadiste Vieastiang sres, the forces under Phoumi now have
: only very limited recossalssance potentinl, ne eommbat atrerafe o
| &y ssturs, and oaly a limited number of light transpor: and lisis on
planes, supplementes by simailar type planes under contrae: iron
» which have mixed civilian Ammsrican sad Chisat crews.
The Bows Ousr- Phosmi goverames will require exrengi:
outside military and finpnelal aid merely to survive, let slene st

of key tewns to the Pathe: Las sueh as, for example, Xieag Khous ¢

| Phong Saly, and even iamng Frabang.

i the Phoural forces {ircaly secure their position al Vieat.ang,

| Souvanaa Pheuma, i the aveat they could persunde Rim ta aMdcept § .,
The Blor 'cmrim would prempily recognise and suppert such &

~ Sam Neua governmen:.
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We corclmie that there is grave danger of & mest serice:
tkrmﬁtn the very existence of the Doun Cum-Pheuml goveraisan
over the coming days aad weeks and that ouy policy snd plarsing,
in addition to the above factors, showld take inte acceunt e ary
favorable geographic position of the Communist forces with respe:t
to Laos, the sase with which massive guerrills aperations ¢ould b
meunted by the Ghimess and Norik Vietnamese Communists, and ti.c
axiant to which Moscow, Peiping and Hanei are committed in pre-

mﬁng Lavs {rom passisg into the control of the anti-Communins
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