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R EMUORANDUM FOR: '
:‘ 25X1
Erig. General Chester v. Cliito

kiilitary Aude to the President
The vhite Liouse

sy, Duiles asked that the attached
memorandam for the Iregident be
forwarded to you.

25X1

roeecubwve Ullwcew

ce: Meleorge Bundy

Attachrment: Memorandum for the President
signed by Mr. Dulles dated 11 May 61,
attaching extracts from an editorial
by James Reston in N. Y. Times of
10 May 61 and comments thereto.

Distribution:

Original - Addressee w/att

1 - McGeorge Bundy w/cy att
T - DCI w/cy att

1 - ER w/o att

1 - DDCI w/cy att
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MEMOEBANT UM FOH: The Frasirdent

“tétmched are sorce extracts fror. ar aritorial
by Jas:es Reston in The New York Tirces of 12 Jiav 1961

apl conunents therets,

“tlan v, Dulles
Clirasior

25X1 O/DDCI/CP .Cabell[ |
Distribution:
Orig &1 - Addressece
1-DCI
1 - DDCI
1« ER

STAT 1-C/WH
1-DD/P
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Faint it

Patat 2

POINTS MADE IN RESTON ARTICLE OF i MAY

*IA officials imprisoned the Cuban refuges enders during
ihe landings,

The Vacts:

At Ao time were members of the Louncl:

imiprizsoasd o
' 3 - ‘ . 4

activities wero taking pace, the Cubln ‘eaders were in deed
asked 13 resirict themsaives to the imm ediale sarroundings

af the former Commandani's guerters. it had been anticipated
ithet this periad of igniation would not sxcesd 48 hours. It
turaaed oul iv have been about 30 hours. At no time was aay
sntgide pressure wsed. The Cuban iemdurs agreed to the
desiyability of remaining in seciusien during this peried.

Yeeo GIA oificials put out misleading iniormation in theiy
{the Cuban refuyse ieaders) namse. '
The Facis:

A1 informasatios pat out in the name of the Cuban leaders during

the latiers' saoiation, was done S0 only aftar rev.ew aAnd SPOFOVAR!
3 ¥

of the iaformation by af iensi one member of the Caban group.

The information was thai desigaed to keen the Cubans fighting and
wat ia the form of official statements by the ieaders or buiisting

on the progress o1 the strike fovce and basezd on act or such
skeichy informarion as was avaiable st that time.
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Pnint 3

Paint 40

“¥hen the inadings started, Armerican reporters in Migowu were
tuid that this was an inveasien’ of argund 5, 000 men. ..

The i'ncts:

Ho cificial of CIA, in a¢cordance with sscurily cade, ever
reveaied prior to the invasion, any indication of the sixe of
the strike force. L'n the othar hand, it can aiso be said that
o reapons . bie Gaban exiie (aader of the unified opposition
wade any reierence to ihe figure of 8 5, U0 G-unhn 6irike force.
Unfartunateiy, bowever, with the Amer:caa press uliiziag
aalniormed Gubans in dMiam: without beaefit of confirmation
gubiished ths information. OTnce printed io Miami other
publications reported the figure; thus, perpetunting the fiction
of 8 huge strike force. This had ne sanction by sither the
Cuban leaders or LA,

“#hen the lamdiag . . . begen to gei in treadis, howaver,
=ificiais here ia ¥ashington put out the story » thia time b
minimise the defeat in the minde ol the American peopit «
that there was no invesion &t &.! but marely & anding oi
BorT® SR =3 e . . .

Along the jate aveaing houre of (Y Aprii it was decided at
Haoadquaricrs te correct the press by indicating through

cieAaTed nesets, and s emamting {rom the Gabsa exile.

iparders, the tres size of the sirike force &8 being in the
ngighborheod of a thousand., Herve sgain there is ns truth of the
iniormatioa that the Agency reieased the {igure »f Ul=-3L0 man
foree or that the fsrce was merely to supply guersilias. Farther,
ihe term invesion was ene creoated and repsited only by the
nreer;: the Cabsn exiie jenders hed specificaily been enutioaec

ant to use the terrn “imvasiea.
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Foiat B

Pajnt &

“Beoth times the Lastro Goeverament and its Soviet advisers
kunew {rom: their own agends 1a the Aati-vastro refugee camps
and from their own observations en the hoaches that these
granpuncerrente were iRise and siily., And both tirmes the
Hmerican gecpie were the oniy oaes 1o ba foused.

The Facts:

S ClA official released any strike foreo figures on the
miiitary aperation. Ag ladicated in Point < absvae, the oniy
figare reionsed (and then izaked out &8 coming fram the
exiled Cuban leaders) was the trus one, that is “ia the
neighborbond of a thousand, '

Any¥iooling of the Amaerican people’ was a result oi the
Armericsn 3ress using aatoniirmed aformation.

Viditeinis here aot only engouraged the nubiication of fmise
infarmation on the Cuaban exercise but rosented pubiicatien of
the faci that the CIA actually lmprisoned Caban refugees because
the stier didn’t like the way the CIA was running the show.,

The ¥aets:

Theie I8 ne basia in lact that Cobans. were impriacned hacause
the Cubans did not like the way CIA was ruaning the show.

The secords show that the oniy persons detalned ware those
who were det@ined by theiry own Cuban leadars, a8 persons
who were maicontenis, AW TSLE, agitetors aand deserters, and
thae threatoned the security and immpaired the efficiency of the
strike foree., Zome of thesa were rumoved froan the scene to
protect thein from their Guban coiisaguss, who threaiened
visience.
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Point V1

"t {the press) knsw that the U. 5. Goverament was breaking
its iresty commitments and pimcing the reputation of the Unitled
Ltates in the hands of & poorly trained and squabbiing dand ol
rofagees,

The Facts:

The Cuban militavy eiemants receivad exceilent training dy

well gualified miiitary advisors and were weii-egeipped with
misdern weapong. The troops were dbserved during training and
MBHSUVET S AL iength by repreaentatives i the JOB who rated
their performance as professicoanl aad whose chaoces of
5uCCess Were #nod. In addition, see aitached cabie frow
CGuioael Hawkine, 1.8, M. C, after his final inepection of

Pupric Gabazes,
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EVALUATION BY COLONEL HAWKINGS ON 13 April 196

i, My observations lant iew days have increased my coafidents in ability
this {orge to accomplish not only initia! combat missione, bal Aisc witimale
objective of Cagiro overthrow.

Z. Brigade and bhattaiien enrvmanders now knsw pii details ol pian and are
eathusiastic. Thess officers are young. vigorous, iateiligens, and motivated
with a {fanstical urge to begis battie for which most cf them bave been
preperiag in the ragged coaditione «of training camps for almoest & year.

I hawe talked to many of thern: in their language. Without axcepiion they
aave ubtmaost confidence ia their gbility ta win, They say they kaow thair
s poople and beileve aiter they have iaiiicted one serious deieatl upoa
wspposing forces, the iatter will meltl away from {asive, whom they have no
wigh t» support. They say it is Cubaa tradition v jvin a winner aad they
have supreme confidence they w1l win any aad all engagements agdinst the
beat Castro has to offer. 1 ehare their confidance.

f. The brigade i well organized and is more helvi y arimaed sad batier

equipped is some respects than U, 5. Infaalyy ualts. Tha men have received
intensive training in the use »f their wasnons :peluding more fring experience
thar . 8, treops wouid normalily receive. [ was in-preasssd with the sericus
attitude of the ren as they Arrived here and meoved io thelr ships. Movements

" were guist, discislined, mad efficient and the embariat:on was aCromplished

with remarkable smoothneses.
4. The brigads now nmnbers 14G3, 8 {ruly formidabic iorca.

Z. 1 have giso careiuniiy observed the Lubsn Air Fo cez. The pirernit are
kuept with pride and suive of the B-25 crews are s¢ eager to commence
conl@vplated onerationg that they heve aiready armed their airevait. My
base commandsr inlormed me today that he considere the B+25 squadron
squai to the best U, 5. Alr For co sguadron.

a3, The brigade sfficers do not expect hein from U. 5. Armed Forces,
They ask oaly for conthyaed delivery of suppiies. Thais can be done tovertiy.

Y, This Cuabaxn fovce is motivated, sivong, well trained, armad to the tecth,

and ready. [ believe proioundly that it weuld be 8 serious ristake ior the
inited States to deter it from itsintendsd purpose.
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