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AUG 7 1861

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CLIEFS OF STAFF

SUBJECT: Military Support of Peacetime Operations of the Ceatral
Intelligence Agency {S)

Your 29 July 1961 memorandum, JCS5:4.495-61, entitlied as above,
advising of the establishment of a Special Operations Section in the
J-5 Uirectorate of the Joint Staff, is noted.

Therve is an apparent misunderstanding of the role desired for
such & section in support of our interests. ! have assigned primary
responsibility for handling the sensitive type of activity involved to
the Assistant to the Secretary, Brigadier General Lansdals. In
assigning this responsibility, paramoust consideration was given to
the nature of the activities iavolved. The desirahility of keeping my
Assiatant’s imrediste staif to an abselute minimum was also recog-
nized, but it was clear that from time to time supalemental staff
assistance would be required in handling the assignment, For this
reason, the Joint Staff was requested to be prepared te provide
additional assistance as the Assistant to the Secretary might require.

Under this assignment of responsibility, all communications
between the Central Intelligence Agency and the D'epartment of Defense,
with respect to special military support of CIA peacetime actiyvity, will
be handled between the CIA and the Assistant to the Secretary unless the
Assistant specifically makes an exception for the handling of & category
of CIA requests for support. Whenever the Assistant to the Secretary
shall receive a request for military assistance from the CIA which re-
gquires staff assistance in addition to the capabilities of his own immaedi-

JCS and OSD ate staff, such staff cesistance will be furnished by the Joint Staff
review(s) special unit for that purpose,
completed.

1 do not subscribe to the suggestion that the Chief, Subaidiary

Activities Division, J-5, be kept fully informed on all matters under
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discussion by the Special Group (NSC 5412/2). However, I do
expect the Assistant to the Secretary to inform you through the
Chief, Subsidiary Activities Division, J-5, of Special Group
matters as I need advice upon policy matters or as military
planning needs are involved. The agenda for each meeting of
the Special Group (NSC 5412/2) will be brought to your atiention
directly by the Assistant to the Secretary upon its receipt from
General Taylor,

A copy of this memorandum is being sent to the Director
of Central Intelligence, to clarify the channels of communica-
tion hetween CIA and the Department of Defense for these
special peacetime operations.

Signed
ROBERT S. NcNAMARA
Sceretary of Dofense
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

Subject: Military Support of Peacetime Operations
of the Central Intelligence Agency (S)

1. A Special Operations Section 1n the J-5 Directorate of
the Joint Staff has been activated in accordance with the
desires of the Secretary of Defense with the responsibllity
for the over-all coordination of all actlvities related to the
provision of military support of the peacetime special opera-
tions of the Central Intelligence Agency (cIa).

2. A procedure directly incorporating the instructions from
the Secretary has been put into effect. All requests from the
CIA for military support of peacetime special operatlons,
whether recelved directly or through the Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense, will be passed by this section to the applicable
Sepvice contact office. Provision has been made for processing
requests which are received directly by the Services from the
CIA either at their headquarters or at lower echelons. Since
the CIA may make a request for military support at any level of
command, the Service which 1s contacted will inform the Special
Operations Section of the nature of the request prior to pro-
viding that support unless it can determine that authority,
usually in writing, had been granted for that specific CIA
operation., In any event this element of the Joint Staff will
keep in close contact with the Assistant to the Secretary of
Defense for these matters to assure close cooperation and
understanding.

3. This procedure will be made more effective and the Jolnt
Staff activities will be facillitated, if Chief, Subsidlary
Activities Division, J-5, is promptly informed of all matters
which may require support by the military services. Similar
close coordination should also exist for all other matters of
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national policy which involve the CIA and its relationship with
certain other elements of the Office of the Secretary of Defense,
such as International Security Affalrs and Defense Research

and Engineering,

4, You may be confident of the complete cooperation of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in this endeavor,

For the Joint Chlefs of Staff:

Joint Chiefs of Staff
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19 AUG 1961

The Honorable Robert 5. McNemara /
Secretary of Defense
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your note of 7 August
enclosing a copy of your memorandun: on
procedures within the Department of Defense
for handling policy and support in connection
with this Agency's operations.

The procedures as set forth are
entirely agreeable to us, and we shall be
glad to deal with these matters in any way
you see fit.

Hincerely,

Allen W, Dulles
MHrector —

O/DCI1/W ., Elder:kpm(8/14/61)
Distribution:
Orig - Addressee

J - DCI
1 - ER (w/orig. basic)

1 - DDCI mbousdusbe):
1-DD/I

1 - DD/P (cy previously forwarded of basic)
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Dear Allen:

I am enclosing a copy of a memorandum which I have
sent to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on procedures
within Defense for handling our policy and support role in
connection with CIA operations. I trust that this will help

clarify the matter for all concerned and meets with your

approval.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Allen W. Dulles

Director, Central Intelligence Agency
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