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14 HAR 1957

3
The Monorable Sinclair Weeks -
Secretary of Commerce \
Washington, D, C,

Dear Stnclais:

As I promised YOu iz ay letter of § March, we have reviewed
Mr. Blatkie's stimulating report of his $rip through the Soviet
Undon, and I am enclosing the cornments of my staff,

1 was particularly interested to read Mr. Blaikie's hand-
written comments on the cover as well as certain of his general
tonclusions regarding the impact of edueation on the evelution of
the Soviet sygstem. Ag You sy knaw, | bave said on several
uCcasions that sne of the fatal errors of the Soviet leaders was
the mistaken belief that they couid fntroduce mags education aad
still close off thety people from access to the realities of the
outside world,

My thanks again for the opportunity to read this report, If
sPeropriste, I hope you will convey my sppreciation to Mr, Biaikie,

bincerely,

SIGNED

Allen W, Dulles
Director

Enclo CONCUR ¢
Enclosure: :

_ eport. andthe
DistrimatiLs on Repe 7 y
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COMMENTS ON MA, BALPH BLALKIZ REPORY,
UMY TRIP TRRCUGH Ryussis-

e Most vlaitors would certaisly agree with the author's deseription
of the sverage Soviet “man on the street” as Peace-loving, frisudly, mild-
manzered, xnd sincare, Moreaver, reest sbaerwars would agree with
Mr, Blaikie that the Sverage Boviet citizen's way of iife leaves muck to be
desired. s, Bistkis was particaiarly struck with che low guality of con-
Sumar gouds, the high prices, and, genurally Speaking, the velatively low
standard of liviag., These, of course, are things which cannot be bidden
sven on 2 gulded tour, and, cempared ts U.5. standsvrds, are bound te
imprees wisitors wafs vorably,

#a My, Blaikie has alse vightly stresssd the vwiphagis on sducation
&% & source of potential cunfiict in the Jeviet system. it in indeed interest.
Ing to see wha socisl, salitical, and econonile Pressures are exerted ag
Sevist schools send out S5 sver-inersasing number of graduntes. Ik
shouid be recogained that acsdemic inquiry is not free in the Soviet Union
and that the bagic political and seomomic Sysiem is mot genarally subjnct
ke debate, However, some siudents whe, along wiith the rost of the Popu -
lation, Bave been subjected to rigid interpretuaiion of sacial, sewnomie,
aad political phesomena hiave now dared 1o Guustisn the Farty line, and
eves the zight of the Party to lay down the line. Ehis in iteolf 45 tndlcative
af 3 new spiris which bas alresdy bscorma 3 probiem for the regime. Tha
solution fo this prablem will ba mest difficuit and will Precceupy the post-
Stalln regime for the farsseesbie future,

3. Tu view of the continalag rapid Progress of indusirial productiog
in the Seviet Union, it is, at lesast, mislesding io etate that “& ussis is
fleundeoring in producticn, ” that “with the possiple s:cepiivn of milisary
sguipesent, sverything they praduce is miserably posr, ” and thet “there
apparently has net baes Ay imprevement in the past few yrave” {(page 343,

4. Deapite the relatively low priority assiguned to consumer gosds
tndusirias by the Soviet ragime, observers ia Mascow have noted (n
recant years & dofinite improvement in she gualily aad suhetity of consumay
goods, It s interesting to note in view of 1he low priority assigned to
light industry that My, Blaikie, in Ms wisit te & teatile =ill, was favorably
impressed with Ly Tquipment sed efficiency.
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5. My, Blaikie visited several farmas and felt that on at least one
farm the "working conditions and Wwages compared favorably with farm
conditions in other coustries” (page 9). It seemas clear that the farmg
visited by Mr. Blaikie were showplaces and not representative of Soviet
agriculture as a whole. If sl of the farms were as completely equipped
and as well managed as those which he visited, the agricultural sector
of the Soviet €canomy weuld not be as great a problem for the Saviet
leaders an it is today. Mr. Blatkie is also under the impression that
collective larmers select thelr own chatrmen. In actual practice, the
collective fazrmers bave little choice in this matter. In the past few years,

ﬁahéw of the State,

b, Although it is true, ses Mr, Bliaikle stated, that the labor wnion
PRYS 2 part of the expenses for workers te visit rast homes ~- such as
those on the Black Ses -- thase visits are expensive, and the portion
borae by the worker is relatively high whes compared with his low wages.
In addition, the number of workers admitted to such rest hemes is limited
and admisaton {s & specinl privilege sttainable by enly & relatively small
admber of workers,

7. Mr, Blaikie has characterizsed Saviet sociely as one that "must
remain classless in order to succeed” {page 35). At the prosent time,

Soviet society is far from tlassless, parhaps being more hMghly siratified
than in many Westera nations.

I3 Yeren 1957

Approved For Release 2003/04/22 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800010045-6



Approved For Release 2003/04/22 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800010045-6} =

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
THROUGH: Acting Deputy Director/Intelligence

SUBJECT: Comments on Ralph Blaikie's Report,
"My Trip Through Russia'"

1, It is suggested that the enclosed letter for your signature
be forwarded to Secretary Weeks. The comments of my staff on
Mr, Ralph Blaikie's report of his trip through the Soviet Union
are attached to the letter to Secretary Weeks,

2. You will see that our comments on Mr. Blaikie's
observations are generally favorable, although certain of his
broad conclusions regarding Soviet agriculture and Soviet in-
dustrial progress are clearly in error.

STAT

OTTO E. GULHE
Assistant Di¥ector
Research and Reports

Enclosure:

Letter to Secretary Weeks,
with enclosure,
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