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Mr, George H. Bcc‘hor,/ Jr.
Spscial Assistant to the Secratary
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Becker:

Thank you for your recent letter suggesting that the Department
of Commerce be placed on the distribution list for National Intelligence
Estimatas and other studies that touch upon East-West trade and
related matters.

The members of the United States Intelligence Board have been
advised of your request. They wished me to assure you that the
Department of Commerce will be provided with the information con-
tained in those estimates produced in the future which fall within the
scope of your request. At the same time 1 might note that the Board
generally produces relatively faw estimsates bearing directly on the
tields of your special interast. Estimates such as the one on "Impli-
cations of an Increase in US-Soviet Trade, * for example, are usually
done to meet a specific reguirement. On the whole, therefore, much
of the material such as you are particularly interested in would appear
in the form of specialized studies zather than sstimates,

With raspect to studies other than sstimates, I understand that the
Department of Commerce, particularly through its representation on
the Economic Intelligence Committee (EIC) of the Intelligence Board
already receives, or has access to, studies on Esst-West trade and
related matters produced by the EIC and cther components of the
intelligence community. Ws are informed, for axample, that the
studies of EIC and of the Cifice of Research and Reports (ORR) of CIA
on such subjects are normally distributed automatically to the Commerce
E1C representative. Also, the Department of Commerce receives
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through its EIC repressatative the ananal £IC survey listings of sconomic
ressarch projects on the Sine-Sovist Bloe, the survey listiags an
selected noa-Bloe arens, and the CRR Statws of Prejects Report.
Commsercs rapresastatios en the Lconomic Defonse Subcommittes of the
EIC, as well as CIA represantationa on the Eeonomic Deafanss Advisory
Committse and on the Advisery Committes on Export Pelicy are further
channels through whieh ralevant intelligense ie made awailable to the
Department of Commarce. Nevertheless, despite thass exiating ar-
raagements we Ars passiag your letter on to the EIC and the relevant
aress of ClA in srder that they may contines te have your specific
raguest in mind,

Sincerely,
| | 25X1
Executive Secrstary
Distribution:
O&l - Addressee.
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