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1 3 MaY 1961

Hoossranle Heary w.%, ot s
tiniterd Stntes Senate ‘
%mﬁ“ﬁ 25, D, .

Puar Semator Drworahak:

This i« in vesponsa to yourx letter ragarding a repaxt
oyl |that the USSR has a nuclear powered sircraft.

wa have previcusly studied this aad other repurts of
the sams type and datermined that the charncieristice attributed
to this suclear airgrafl are far beyend the tachnical capabilitios
of the boviet sircralt and nuclear industrisi. The reporied
cruising speed of 264C miles par hour would reesn that the aly
enteriag the airersaft would be hsated by campression to abont
105% ¥, Further, heating of this sir to provids thrust for
propulsion would raise the tempurature far beyend the
ternpersture liecnits of the nuclear saglue's structural matesial,

¥ (urther information ia desired, please lot us know,

Sinceraly,
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4 MAY 1981

BRIEF FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator lenry Dworshak, dated 1 May 1961

1. ZEnclosed for your signature is a reply to a letter
from Senator Dworshak concerning a report that the USSR has
a nuclear powered aircraft.

2. A letter from Senator Dworshak requested a report
concerning chis development described in a UPRI dispatcnh

printed in the Idaho newspapers. The attached reply states

that the flight characteristics of the reported nuclear air-

craft are beyond the technical capabilities of the Soviet

aircraft and nuclear industries and that the

STAT

originator of this report, is a well-known £fabricator of sensa-

tional intelligence reports.

)

3. Recommend that you sign the attached reply.

Assistant Director

Scientific Intelligence

Enclosure: Letter to Senator Henry Dworsiak
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HERBERT SCUVILLE, JR.
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wettar Yo Measorable Henry vwershek, United Blates Jemate

CRIGINATER BY:
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