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Dear Mr. Strauss:

The Department of the Navy bhas an urgent requirement for
public disclosure of its atomic depth charge capability.

The Department of Defense has determined thaet the inclosed <
proposed release does not contain Restricted Data. However, the ,
reiease does contain information by which the depth charge may be
related to the WIGWAM TEST. The Joint ARC-DOD Classification
Guide states thst no public releases or statements sre to be made

‘without the specific approvsl of the AEC and the DOD.

Further, the release contsins information regerding nuclear
wespons not previously made public officially thereby coming under
the purview of NSC Action 1360 which requires advance check with
the Chatirman, Atomic Energy Commission, who will coordinate such .
releases with the Director of Cectral Intelligence snd the Operations
Coordinating Board.

It is requested that the Atomic Eaergy Commission concur in
the imclosed release and accomplish the necessary coordination with
the Director of Central Intelligence end the Operations Coordinating

Board. -
Sinceraly yours,
Herbert B. Loper.
. Chairman :
1 Inclosure ~

Proposed Release on
Atomic Depth Charge

Honorable Lewis L. Strsuss N

Chairman S
U. S, Atomic Energy Commission =~ , -
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The Navy Department meod today that the anti-submarine weapon
"which will revolutionise anti-submarine warfare®, as referred to in the
published testimony of Secretary of the Navy Thomas before the Symington
Subcommittee hearings last June, and mentioned by Secretary Thomas while
on the West Coast last weok, is a weapons ayatu which includes an atomic
depth charge. A device was exploded last year off the coast of Californis

to test the principles of such & weapon.
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MEMORANDUM FPOR: Director of Central Intelligence

8UBJECT 1 Proposed Navy Announcement of Atomice
Depth Charge

1. In sccordance with the provisions of NSC Action 1360,
the Atomic Energy Commission is requesting DCI concwrrence

in a public announcement of the above device.

2. 0/81 has no objection to thie annowmcement.

Acting Assletant Director
Belentific Intelligence

Enclosure:
Ltr Gen. loper to Btrause

ce: DB/X
ohCY

Approved For Release 2003/05/23 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000700140009-3

25X1



¢ ! ' FHEICATION T
Approvpd FoPiRiEE: H ORI

TOP. AND BOTTOM

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

TO NAME AND ADDRESS INITIALS DATE
< k/V
1 tpcr 22/
/< /) V2104
,I 7
3
4
5
6
ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATGH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATIOHN SIGNATURE
Remarks:

A {' .
fre b ) £EC R
j"’//f}/;i'(;

49
e FE T TR

i ad weel

Approve

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE

Acting AD/SI . L5 Oct. 56

s 2PRIES523 1 ABNPRH3A187.6R0007 00146009

FORM NO. 937 Roplaces Form 0.4 (40)
| APR 55 which may be used. ¥ U.S.GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955—O~342531



