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22 June 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR:

The Honorable McGeorge Bundy
Special Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

1. Director Raborn will have in
Peter Jossup's hands tomorrow copies of
the cablea on which the attached memo
is based.

2. He believes that you will find
these cables of interest and may wish
to show them up the line,

3, The Director wishes to remind @’
you that this survey was undertaken
in response to a specific request. ?

Executive Assiastant
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Original - Addressee w/attachment (handcarried) |
1 - WE Chrono w/o att
1 - DCI Chrono w/o att
1 - DCI White House File w/cy att
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SUBJECT: Estimate of Attitudas of News dedis and Genaral
Populstion ia Certals Countries, to U.5. Palicies e
Exemplified by our Acticas ia Vietnan: and | |

i. This fo & narrative tabalation of the “ﬁ&wﬁ the
responses recelved from our field stations te the guestion pesed:

8. ;;I Lnd the
|our policies, particularly ea Vietoar, receive

genaral understanding and support. Cur policies on | |
are clearly of less intorast and comcwrn., The minerity oppesition

to vur pelicies, where it exists in these coumtries, takes full
advantage of eur domestic eppesition as it finds expression in cur
own sews medis. { This factor is prevalent gencrally, in warying
degrees, in the countries we queried.)

. In | resctions to
our policies are mixed and comlused.

(1) B[ | divided epinion smeng the populaticn snd
the major newspagers, which favored U. 3. psliclss slightly &
fow months sge has shifted to & more prensunced attitude of
questioning and dlafavor as a result of ths boubings of Morth
Yietaan: and the possibility of] |in & dia-
agresable zoaflict of doubtful sutcome. MHere again, intevest
in high on the Vietaarasa situition and en a low order of
magnitede sad declining on the| e stion.

{2) In which is gemervally syrapathetic to the U, 2.
shjsctives, # 1# ogpeaition te onr policies both im the yreas
sad among the pecpls, caused mostly by concern over the
broader possible consequances of sscalation, with particular
vafsrence to the fact that
4
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{3 In[ | while our palicies in Vietnan: on the

whele recelve genersl o » and ave woderstoed, our
pusition ia | is not adeguately understood and
is therefore erificized,

{4) In alihough there fs much ambivalencs of

attitude sad vocal criticism, the estinate in that strong
moves In Vietnsse gr Latin Americs would ultineately be
viewsd rationally by the[  |and receive their pelitical
support.

c. In the proas and the public generally
are m"miw'mmnlgty critical of sur policies, and in
1

& masssurs of public suppert of cur firm atand in Vietoan:
is being evoded by | amti-U. 5. position and press
erﬁiﬁmﬁwmmmmﬁtmm:ﬁq
1

d. Im] | very Hitle interest is shown in sither Vietnarm
or | | The local govermnent papers are genarally
sympathic te tha U, 5. policy and difficultics, and fhe Comunmist
press highly critical,

2. On e worliewide basie, we can draw the following generalizations

from the fleld respoesses:

a. In many sectors of the populations there is a basic apathy
toward beth Yistaan and tha| kxcept 88 various
forms of lveal solf-laderest are alfected, in terms of local elections,
present commitanents in the arsas concerned, or national survival.
The situstion in Vietanr: is {ar Letter vaderstocd and the issues
mors clear, altheugh there is doubt about tha future. There is soics
frustration over the fact that modern technelogy has mot prevailed in
& jumgle war. The mwet prevalent fear 1s that the bormbdings of North
Vietnam eenld lead ts further escalation and perbaps 2 gemeral war,

k. On the sther hand, the| husstions are in many
Instances (e retacts 1o sticulate any real contera, or are con-
sidered to be Jovalized. The retionals hehiad the U, 5. action is
often raisundersteod, and cur “intervention ' regretted or vilified.
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¢. Whewe there Ls strong cpposition te U, 5. policies, it is
sften load by the lefl-wing media and organized leftist or Communist
fremt grovps. {  [ia am exception, wheve their role is secondary.)
A dispreportienste sdvantage s taken of ¥. 5. naws medis and news
services coverage of Soumastie T. 8, dissont to the Adeninistiration's
'mi“ﬂ

3. The tenor of the stations' contribations suggests that in all cur
pelicy statemcnts, sews relonses, and guidances 1o receptive joursalists
and editors, the U, 3. munst preject the image of & nation mindful of and
willing to exercise ite responsibilities 24 o Free Yorld leader. The
U.5. must shew that we are ready to take positive initistives -~
wnilateraily or in concert with sther nations as tinie and circumstances
permait -« to axpose the true character of Conununiam, to sppose
Comuunist subversion and sggrandizercent ta any forin, and to excploy
force judiciously whea the Cormmunist side proves varsceptive te
negotiation and consultetion anéd persists in ite sobversive efforts, The
U. 8. neuds frequently to raiterate iti objectives aad to sxpress thex in
terng understandiable and accoptable to the roan in the street hers and
abroad. The U.E, reust avold giving the impression that it is we who
ars afraid of the Conununist bogeyman: we must make clear the impli-
cations of Comuonnisa: snd our objectives to each country or region.
Above all, it is Limparative that the other m: of the Fyree World
understond cur gn&eiu, and vetain fall confidence in our bsterests and
capabilition.
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