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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 19, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS
AND AGENCIES:

It is my privilege again this year to serve as Honorary Chairman
of Brotherhood Week.

We observe it during the week of George Washington's birthday,
February 20-27, because his voice still stirs and guides us:
'""To bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance."

It is a week for remembrance: social and economic injustice
remain the unfinished tasks of the Great Society, the personal and
moral responsibility of every citizen.

It is a week for rededication: our traditional ideals of tolerance,
compassion and respect for individual dignity can only survive as
they are replenished by personal commitment.

It is a week for thankfulness and expectation: we can be grateful
for blessings granted and victories won, as we resolve to extend
them and expand them.

Americans of all races, creeds and walks of life must join hearts
and hands to stay the poisons which threaten our nation's life.
Starting with the family and community, we must together extend
to every American those rights of freedom and opportunity that
are the wellspring of America's strength.

I hope the men and women of each Department and Agency will, in

their own way, pursue this vital purpose during Brotherhood
Week -- and throughout the year.
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Since this didn't arrive until the afternoon
of the 23rd, it was too late to do anything with
it. Just file one copy, and it isn't necessary
to put on RB or Journal. You might want to

leave this note on it, just for the record.

BLP
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