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/ 24 July 1965

The Honorable Dsan Rusk
The Sscrstary of State
Washington, D, C,

iiear Dean:

in response Lo your reguest, we have prepared the
attached study highlighting some of the problams faced
by the Yiet Cong.

dince 1 believe this will be of interest to Secretary
McNamare and McGeorge Bundy, I am taking the liberty
of gending copies to them separately.

Sincerely,

/S/ “Red”

vy - F a i &h&:ﬁ

cc: The Secretary of Delense
ce: The Honozable McGeorge Bundy

WFR/WE:blp

Distribution:
Original - Addressee
cc: The Secretary of Defense w/cy att
cc: The Honorable McGeorge Bundy w/cy att
1 - DCI Chrono w/o att
1 - DCI State Dept. File w/cy att

1« ERw/cy att

SRS FgénE_.,,‘._____:_——w r-.,wm;;g....?
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BURISCT:  Viet Comg Miebliitiws el Vainerabilities

The Viet Oung are vell owm s & wily end zgersanive
e, Thelr so-egiied somser offensive 1o & talonloted oMl
1o attack and desteoy poveromatd forces in (he groviacss
vwltey cover of Lhe monsoes vaine whlsh bumper Foveritient
m.&m" woonent end regooply operaliont.  Despile Lesvy
canusition incurred in this «fliwt ol im yreviows camgoiges,
the Ties Co g Lave paragod over the pesrs io ipareuse ihedw
grrength by seans of intiltroblisn and loosl recroitioeny of -
maepower in arene of Couth Vietnms wndaer their cotirel.

il nod minimbzing thelr temaelty prd resurcefdingsa,
the Viet Cong slzg suffer cerious 1iaBilitiss ezl vulneps
25 iisdies, which, 1f anything, have lacrorwed e the firhtisy
e dptenstfledy

te Tha Yiet Cung ers now seoting Avss Suocess is
ercicinmg South Viotnesege youths into thety vasks aed
are rersr bing dixorensingly o drall and irovesssent te
vwmv ik tbmir uwalts end bultd sow otes. Toutls 3%
angd wder bYave beon capturgd fa eoelel with Viet Comg
mu forre hattalions sad fomd 3o bave slnisal wwainiag
el Lo morale,

#e The Tiat Comg swpesr 1o D jgeressisply otk
wigying leeal troope in anessd reecls froe Yaeidr Duses,
iy tonde Lo pegute stms of the sdvestages the ¥iah
Doeng bave bod of Jeep fedillerity with tovraln and
Toenl cendiibons i oney Secess to She locsl pepuiane
fay epsiter aud exyperd,

% Dezplite Iscresnsd Sanpowor fras Harth Vietned,
Ime et am ﬁ:w*mﬂ TAVE regularvs, these TRV pareownel
guifer the ssme lacs of famillierity with lncal geoe
prapay A congiticon, ond risk ermcerhetiog regionsl
regiwiices vheee thep ooms o calbict with incally :
ragredtat Lrops aad ke VORLIRCS -
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‘ . Svidenos thmt the Tiet Cong ara lgsvensingly
‘%zazaa egtipped ¥ith bloc-nmmfeobured woapins natne

& they sve aleo plagued with Youror surply lines
mﬁ iﬁae merd for extensive stoekpiling.

4+ Btepped up bevassmrut ©how the air, toagol
with mure gowerament ground probos (nbo Vist Come
sreas, makes $hok more vilinerabls o dlorupbicoms
during pericds prerionsly davotod to treining s
foad profdurilon, &ad 2 dosireetion of e raumration
Foam thelr otoekpiles.

e The Lrend tewnrd larger-moale Viet Coug
BLlacka, el the wore rerid and mozsive goyvermaant
rotadistion Uwough bhe use of et wircrefl, is
cauringy tha Viel Conp Bonvisr casunilige.

T in voveny moethy, Yiet Cong defestionn hewy
Mapransed, asd delatiors ani prifoners sre teperiing
g;mim faoar of alr girikes, end lowar moeale, Proam
igcreasing karassaant,

vie Kbk i3 kuowns to e shord in 2o avens of
esntral ¥ielaem, and posrer Jiets rondsrs ihay mows
vinnravie o flincoees; phiorisce ol Badlcinse 16 &
rselem D the elek snd the wouuoed,

A,

‘ e lachk of muymlies le foreing the ¥iet Cong
Lo ﬁﬁ*mﬁ Bora gouds from the poasantiy, thus in-
cransing rorentment uf the popaiste apainat themy
Cholr lavsor force Birengsth and weedd Was ceuseo
this in the post yoer or £9 Lo fouble o even tr] ipie
texgtion of She populace, in caeh or xind.

idy Tdnewisn, the Viel Comg hows bopud o
BUATL whnt lodvrizlly eppearsd tO Be & provlite of
mm, mfwm bty Doreed pegesnt wrodnchion Cor i

3he  The Viet Sonyg mpgesr Lo be ressriing ias
crzaniagiy to bervorisg and castrols bo keer by i,mr
Yegeania ia 10 &80 couposiife.

dcy  Whlle 1t entmet be esloklisled Shot prenter
Srvasiesion Lron grownd emmbat and aly striscs doom
B0 eraise autte rerentaenl aoelnst the ;:::,:rwvwmm,
thare wre lndienvions thoat growing mumdbers of th
surel popuince tand to bieme e presspcs of *ma»
%?iam Loty Cor Lringisg the war o thalr cooorlens
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