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The Honorable Rubert 1. Mcinmars
Ihe deeretary of vefaonse

Legy Dob:

I trenemlt hereswith ouwr most receat pscial Bationsl
Intelllgence Srbimate 10-2-85 vhich eotimates forsign
rgactions, particularly thoss of the DRV, Chinm, &nf i{he
L3SR, to eertaln 1) mllitary ocourdes of actiun in Vietouws.
Theae courses e set forth in epproprints detall on the
firat aod smce&i Pagys of the dopument ugder the heading
“Asmurptions.

I invite your special sttention to item (o) on page
twal Coe.we might elilor contimue pressnt palicy vith
regmyd o air strilkes or extend theso strikes in Horta
Vistnem 1o faoclude at“&ac% o1 lend {but pot sem ) ComEunl -
mi:it:m fmm aam &:z;:i,m.... N

ais effort to internupt the flov of stlitary suppiies
from Ghing to Horth Vietaam and the scuthorn aress of
coprbat recells similer efforts and their comcomiteat
#ifTicultien in other theatren of operations and 1a other
time fremee, It I wmy feeling that n close study of our
effarts to lsolate batilefields in wordd car II {especislly
the campalgn in Italy) eand im the Eorean Har through the
interdiction of land commmientions by aly attaeks contain
miny veluebls lessons. Matters supk sz the retiomle of
inttidl target selsction: the handling capacity of relovant
routes and the proaportion of $#his capacity meeded for pursly
militery traffic; ihe reauperability of targets cnos
dmmmgrad;  the enesy's use of labh-up repeirs, detours, ead
sitersmte roules; the relatioaship between the interdiction
of & given route or routes sad the level of the enewmy’s
vombat effectivencas, and 50 on, pmy be greatly llhumiveted
by my suggested rofersmee o history.
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EETR :

@z should bear twvo things in mind: first, vhereas
tiwgwe lescons of the pmst 111 be useful, I ax sure that
they «11) not o strictly epplicable to the mach more
difficult problen of imterdictimg overlasad supply 1n the
Indochine area (ordlnsry levels of conbet axpenditure
aye comparatively small, ssmpover for repair and portags
zervice is alwmo-t certainly not in azord supply, end
route capacitisc are probebly such larger than thoas
pecessATy for strictly militery requlirowments}; asecond,
these lessons will obwiously mot be applicable to aea-
boyne traffie walch -« If not right aow of gajor ilmportance
to the DRV/VD -- would become so m3 soon as the asqueerze
on overland movement began to be felt.

sineersly,
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