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Honorable J. W. Fulbright
Chairman ,

- Committee on Foreign Relations

United States Semate
Washington, D. C. 2051¢

Dear Mr. nlaimux.

- I an: wriung you iu response to your ncent request for the
Agenéy's views on 8. Con. Res. 17, sxpressing the senee of the
Congress that Soviet persecution of Jevn nni other pcnnl because

.g( mir nuglm be cnndc:nud.

‘While ¢ voum not be appnpﬂato for thie Agcu:y to comment
on the propristy of Congressional emactment of this resolution, we
are pleaged to provide the Committee with some factual infermation
which th.*l;ommittn might find useful.

, ln the past year, there have been signs that th. Sovict regime
is comcerned to improve its public image by gestures calculated to
W""“ charges of anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union. This trend
wag-apparsnt well before Khrushchev's custer in October 1964 and had
ued umder the new leadership. The Jewish community in Minsk,
& city vi-h&l frequently by western tourists, was graatad unusual
L permission last fall to purchase alternate quarters when their old
s ynagogue yae tora down to make way for a housing development.
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The press campaign concerning econemic crimes, in which
Jews werxe often the accused, has been significantly reduced. Twe
Jews convicted of ecomomic crimes last year have been officlally
exonerated, with due publicity accorded thelr cases in the cenmtral
press. There have also been announcenents of plans to increase
publication of Soviet suthors who write in the Yiddish language, and
a4 Russian-Yiddish dictionary has been promised for later this year,

The superficiality of these gestures is suggested, however,
by the fact that a western correspandent was able to find only one
bookstore in the city of Moscow which had received any coples of a
recently announced collectiem of Yiddish prose, and it had received
only 30 copies. There are an estimated 500, 00€ Jews in Moscow.

Along with all other religions, Judaism continuss te be a
target in the anti-religious campaign, and anti-Semitic articles
sporadically appear in the provincial press under the guise of athelst

“" propaganda. Jews are still the saly officially recogaised national

minority in the Soviet Union lacking their own lchﬂdﬁ newspapors,
pubnahh; houses, and permanent theaters.

I hope that this wo:matlm will be of help to the Committee
~ im its consideration of 3. Con. Res. 17,

The Barun of the Budget has advised it has no ocbjection to the
submission of this report from the standpoint of the Administration's
program.

hith!uuy yours,
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Marshall §. Carter
Lieutenant General, USA
Acting Director
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