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UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD

COMMITTEY GN DOCUMENTATION

MEMORANDUM FUR, 'The Unitetd States (nteiligence Board

SUBJECT: Curiailment of CIA Support to Library of
Congress indexes

1. The attached CLA plan for cutting back its support of the Library of
Coungress Monthly Index of Russian Accessions (MIRA) and East Furopean
Accessions Index (EEAI) was reviewed by the USIB Comnmittee on Documenta-
tion on }{June. CODiB has agreed aa the findings and interposed no objection
to the recommendutions .

2. f:l‘hls paper is forwarded to the USIB for information.

3. Barring having & USIS member raiae a question concerning the pro-
poeed action, CIA will begin implementation, The Librarian of Congress has
been so informed,

Paul A. Borel
Chairman

Attachment
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UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD; .

COMMITTEE ON DOCUMENTATION -

Curtailment of CIA Support to
Library of Congress Accessions Indexes

1. The Library of Congress Monthly Index of Russian Accesgions (MIRA),
issued since 1948, 1s a comprehensive record of post-World War I Sovl’et
publications in all flelds of knowledge received by the Library of Con'ztﬁl;sd and
some 200 other major libraries of the U.S. The East Furopean Accggg%ggg
Index (EEAIJ), published by the Library of Congress since 19562, Hsts'pbfpt; .

World War II receipts by it and over 100 major libraries of the U.8. lt%n;

i
4w L

East European countries. S

2. CIA took over the sole financial support of the MIRA in 1952 begagse

of the importance to Intelligence of maintaining this publication at the time.
Oue of the by-products of the support was the biographic cards which fopn
a basic part of the Biographic Regiater files in CIA, identifying authors ":ol
articles as to place and type of research. CIA began support of the EEAL
in Piscal Year 1859. Al though some financial support also was provlde;d .
for the preparation of the Indexes in Fiscal Years 1960 and 1961 by NSF,
AEC, and NASA, CIA no longer can justify major support under present

conditions.
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3. The purpose of thia puper i¢ to alert the inteliigence communityito
proposed curtaliment wctioa by CIA, and to furnish background information
thut may be useful in delermining « vourse for future action. b

4. The oost o CIA for the first year of suppert to the MIRA (1958) was
$87, 845, increasing to $403, 100 in FY 61: additionatly $15, 000 from m.
$10, 000 from AEC, and $25, 000 from NASA was required lﬁ FY 6l to »

i
support the project. Lo

§. Costs for CIA support to the EEAI were $254,154 in FY 59, mh

to $282, 600 for PY 61, plus $51, 000 from the National Science Foundatipn.

6. Comments on the utility and essentiality of both publications to ?Ae

work of CODIB members were requested. In summary, MIRA is oonaideteﬂ
valuable by Army (willing to consider some funding), Navy, NSA, and parts
of Air Force and CIA. There is strong preferenoce for a continuation dﬂt
modified MIRA over EEAL. With regard to the EEAI, Alr Force, Army,
Navy, NSA and CIA have marginal interest in its continuation. The State
Department would not be hurt were both publications discontinued. DOD. ‘
FBI and JCS are not primary users of the publications. The National
Sclence Foundation qunsored a survey of the use made of the two

Indexes by 120 organizations within a 300 mile radius of Washington
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which buitressed their original decision not to support £EAL, and has cansed
them to reconsider support of MIRA.

7. Intelligence needs for the two Indexes have changed. Ag the p¥imary
users have become more sophisticated, they have depended to an lncrkﬂu DR
extent on original source material. There is some library demand tot oon-
tinuation of the FEAI, but research use is negligible. The MIRA shouid be
adapted to meet changing requirements. Fbr example, the biographlcicgrdsﬁ
have grown in importance from a by-product of the publications to the ‘most
valuable part of the projects for CIA and it plans to continue support of -

this aspect.

8. Two basic points should be considered before a decision is 're_;@chad

i
i

regarding the future of the two Indexes:
If the two publications were to cease entirely, a) what would be the effact
on the academic community in general and contractors specifically, upd b)
what would the agencies now relying on the Indexes be required to speLd_ for
the issuance of their own accessions lists. We suspect that demand for such
lists would probably come Irom the very researchers who are now apitlietic
with regard to the continuation of the Library of Congress publlcations.
Alternatives to these Indexes would be less professionally competent, and

fur less comprehensive.
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g u view of our Hiadomr s 800G Cue prospactive requirements, CIA plang |
foliowing action affeoting MIRA and EEAL
a. To phase out the FEAL as rupidly as it is reasonable for
the Library of Cangress (o do sc.
Maintain the support of MIRA for FY 62 in order to enable

the National Scieace Foundation to define the requirements .

of the American scientific community for bibliographic
services on Soviet scientific publications, and to permit

the Library of Congress to adjust to a possible change in

the pressnt publication.

Continus CIA support to the Library o(‘ Congress for the

preperation of the biographic cards on the Sino-Soviet

Bloc. We will also examine the feasibility of cooperation

in view of Alr Porce requirements for bibliograpbic informa-

tion now met by LC's Alr Information Division.
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