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hina Continue R
. NEW YORK, Nov. 22 [Reu-
ters]—Aviation Week and Space
Technology said today that un-
manned United Stales spy
flights over mainfand China are
_continuing “despite Nixon ad-
-ministration ‘deep background’
‘Jeaks to the press that missions
‘by drones and Lockheed SR-71
aireraft have been stopped.”
, . The zulhoritative weekly said
- White House briefers have told
favored correspondents that the
flights were halted to aveid any
incidents that could alfect Pres-
ident Nixon’s planned trip -to
Peking, -
The magazine added: '‘Re-
connaissance drones are being
oulfitted with devices to insure
self-destruction in the event of
any unintended course devia- .
tions. Destruction of an crrant
“drone would prevent a vehicle
from falling inlo Coramunist .
_hands,” as did ¥rancis Gary
Powers and his Lockheed U-2
‘en the.eve of the subsequently
.aborted Eischhower-Khrushchey
| summil talks in Paris in 1860.”
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the Peoples Republic of China now takes
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,E.f’ought, vilified, snubbed during the 22 years it has been sovereign,
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.

note of the President’s de-

sire to talk and states that he will be welcome in Peking. It is a high-
risk journey and those who want peace will wish him well. They will
“also keep their fingers crossed. The procedural arrangerents alone
are tricky: who can recall when a head of state visited another state
that he did not formally recognize? Protocol covers such small

but symbolic itemws as .what flaes will
Y 8

fly, in what position, and
where; arrival and departure cereraonies;

press and personnel pri-

vileges; security arrangements; the question of jeint or separate
communiques and the language they entail. Transportation may be
thorny. Presumably the head of. state has his own plane, and the
intelligence implications of this are apparent to both parties. This is -
true also for communications facilities during the President’s visit.
In short, what is dismissed casually as"technical” consumes a great
«~amount of time and may cause trouble - if cither side at any’ point .

cheoses 1o use “procedural” questions for that purpose. :
The main iter on the agenda is of course Taiwan. Here the Presi-

dent is in the position of a man wanting to hurdle a fence while kecp-
ing one foot, or at least one toe, in place. He would be faithful, in
his fashion, ‘to an Old Friend, while courting the Old Friend’s
¥ enemy. "Chiang has doubtless been informed that the United States

will no longer resist Peking’s claim to th

(% B

e Security Council seat in

the Unitedl Nations. But if Chiang insists (and would he not?), the
US Will ry 1o make the expulsion of Mationalist China from the

- General Assembly an “importa:
General Assemnbly an “important

question,”  thereby requiring a-

two-thirds Assembly vote, It is reasonable to assume that an agree-
ment with Peking to disagree on this issue has already been reached,
and that the trip was deemed sufficiently worthwhile by both sides

to warrant separale positions, at least for the coming UN vote. It

amounls to My. Nixon’s telling the Chinese what he will do and the
Chinese agreeing that this will not upset the visit, althourh thev op-
O & p . O ;

pose his doing it. Then comes the hard part.

Chou En-lai’s position has been consistent since the mid-fiftics:
Peking’s relations with. Chiang Kai-shek are Peking’s business;
the American presence on Taiwan is an international question on

which Washington and Peking can deal. The US view
has been that before our presence can be negotiated
away, Peking must renounce the use of force. Mr.
Mixon will probably not now -insist on this -explicit
formulation; at the same time it is highly improbable
that the US would “negotiate” an exit from 7Tai-.
wan, unless the Chinese -did in fact -“renounce the
use of force.”” So the differences must be deftly
skirted; the game to be played is the eliciting of tacit
positions which meet the other side’s goals, without
specifically devising a quid pro gquo that lases too
much face for anyone. This makes the shaping of an
agenda a task of extraordinary intricacy. Peking’s
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objective, at a minimum, is the removal of all US mili-
tary presence, materiel and personnel from the jslands
under Chiang Kai-shek’s rule, including the offshore
islands. Next in order of importance to Peking is ces-
sation of all clandestine operations directed against the
mainjand from Chinese"Nationalist bases with US as-
sistance, whether mounted in this area or elsewhere,
Third, less burning, is an end to intelligenve collection
(reconnaissance flights, infiltration - teams),  Fourth,
and perhaps rot foreseen by Peking as achicvable in
this round of talks, is US renunciation of its rutual
defense agreement with the Nationalist Chinese. Final-
ly, Peking would like Mr. Nixon to‘t"brbn’ing‘“ diplo-
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Said Halted

o By Michael Getler
. Washingbon Posl Staff Writer
. The Nixon administralion-
has -ordeved a halt to the dis-;
patching of special Cl.’»&-supy-_i
ported tecams of Laotian®
tribesmen inlo China -on re..
connaissance  patrols from.
bases in northern Laos, ac-|
cording to well informed (Ilp-
lTomatic sources. !
~ These patrols--which some-'
times range 200 miles inside.
China’s Yunnan Province on
road-watching, telephone-tap-:
ping  missions—have beon:
going on for a number of;
years, and their existence vaS‘
known lo the Peking regime. (
" Nevertheless, in a recent ace-
tion designed to avoid any pos-i l
sible incident which could!
sour U.S. relations with Pe.i
king before President Nixon's'
forthcoming trip  to  the
Chinese mainland, the forays:
have been halted, according to .
official sources )1@: e,

.Some sources also suggost
that the intelligence value of
these operations may also
have decreased somewhat., ’

Although no Americans goi
on these patrols, the Laotion|
hill tribesmen who carry them|
out are recruited, trained and

-~ equipped by the CIA, and U)e;

staging area for the patrols is
a CIA outpost in northcrn’
Laos. :
The Laotlam zue native to
the border region, and the in. |
telligence-gathering opexatlon’
took advamacc of the normal:
movements back and forth of
these bill people.

While the White House, (,n‘
and the U.S. embuassy in an |
tiane have never commentied:
on or confirmed these activi-!

ties—which reportedly date:

back lo the Johnson adminis-

tration—the patrols have b%n.
mentioned in numerous press
reports by U.S. correspondents
inLaos. =~ o

row of Dispateh News Service

Tn Jate 1970 and carly this!
year, articles by Michael Mor-|

International described the re-
connaissance - operations in
considerable detail,

As recenily as June 27, Ar-
nold Abrams of The Philadel-
phia Rulletin reported that
the raids were still being car-
ried out despite the onset of
Ping Pong Diplomacy.

The order to stop these pa-
trols, according to informed
sources, came very recently.
Presidential aide Henry Kis-
singer's sccret trip {o Pcking
was made July 9 {o 11

~ In another move relating {o}
the forthcoming Nixon visit, a*
press report last week, citing
administrative sources, said

the United States had sus-

pended flights over Commu-
nist China by high-flying SR-
71 spy planes and unmmanned
reconnaissance drones. This
concession was also depicted
as a move designed to avoid
any  incident which could in-
ferfere with the President’s
journey. -

However, well placed de-

‘tfense and iniclligence | offi-

cials, asked aboul the reported
suspension, said privately that
{o the best of their knowledge
there had never heen any SR-
1 flighis over the Chinese
mainland.

Officials say there was a
suspension of the unmanned
drone {flights some months
ago, pavily for diplomatic rea-
sons and partly bhecause of
technical problems and the
viulnerability of these drones
to Communist gunners. At

one over Hainan Island.

.There have been flights of
the - older-vinlage U-2 spy
plane over mainland China
carried out by the Nationalist
Chinese, but officials hint that
these flights, t{oo, have not
been scheduled for about a

least two of the drones were |
ishot down since late in 1969,
{one over the mainland and

year.

The United ‘St'\tes for some
time has reclicd on satellites
for photographic coverage of
goings-on inside China. The

{SR-71s based in Asia, sources

say, are’ used primarily for

flights over North Karea.
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S .. performance in {he Cuban missile crisis in 3962 proba-
Hen@URTea g (% bly played & dominant role. -
e I We cannot know what will come {rom the visit of
Nixon 1o Peking. Bul we do know that weé should not -

%
i
I
t

4 _ President Nixou has much better liaison with the nvite ‘f‘l3_v111('1d0’}1“ that might abort t_h_aplmbt’ on. i

military and the Central Intelligonce - Agency, OF INOTC .« S s v come T A S A S S PN o9 |
Calert advisers than—his prédecessor Prosident Dwight - STATOTHHR
]

- D. Eisenhower. As & pesult, he has ordered a suspen-
sion of SRYL and drone reconnaigsance flights over
mainland China. -~ - ; .

, This is prudent inswrance against’an incident which

- might disrupt” the Prosident’s plan to visit Peking

Csometime before next May. The Chinese resent lhe

¢ intrusion of reconnaissance planes into their air space,

“just as we would if we were in their place. Most impor-

{ant intelligence information can be gained [rom yecon- -

© halssance satellifes anyway. , C

Perhaps. we can never know the {rue impact on
. Russian-U.S. relations of the U2 flight over Soviet | |
“TRussia on May 1, 1960. This reconnaissance plane pilot- . - ]
i
1
J
|

Led by Francis Gary Powers was ghot down approxi- ¢
mafely 1,200 miles within the Soviet Union, Premier
Nikita §. Khrushchev refused to participate in the Parts
summit conference scheduled for May 16 unless Presi- |
dent Fisenhower apologized forr the U2 {light. Xiscnhow- |
er refused and the summil confercnce failed. .

We assume that the U2 incident contributed 1o the . 4
downfall of Khrushchev two years laler, although his !

S U R
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No more China flights?
One week after the aononncement of President
Nizon’s trip to the People’s Republic of China, the Peking:
government issued a “serious warning” about the 404th
U.S. military aerial intrusion.

Now the White House has announced that there will he.
no more flights over China by the SR-71 ¢y planses. It

1

seeks (o avoid an unpleasant incident, .
However, U.S. reconnaisance satellites will contiy 1e
to ceaduct military operations over China, as will “ori-
vate” SR-71s on bebhalf of the Central Intelligence Agency,
and American U-25 flown by Chiang Kai-Ghek airmen.
The ceremonial pause in U.S. S8-71 sy {lights over
China do not prove Nixen’s peacefu] intentions.

* The flights prove that China is an “enemy’’ target,
that .8, imperialisi is an enemy of Peopla’s Ching, evem
as it is an enerny of the eutire socialist world and the
national liberation movements. 'The Chinese leaders’
hostility to the Soviet Uniocn is not enmity to ‘“‘revision-
ism,” as they assert, but enimi ty to tae world’s first social-
ist state. ‘ ‘ g

Sccurity of the People’s Reénublic of China lies in the
unity of the socialist world in the first place. '
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Wissions Suspended to Bar
Interference. With Nixon
-~ Trip, Oificials Assert

U-Z2 DOWNING RECALLED

Reconnaissance  Satellites,
Termed Not Frovocative,
- 1o Continue Surveiliance

CHER

By WILLYAR ]
" Spzcial Lo The New York o5

WASHINGTON, July 28—

Administration officials said to-
day that the Uniled States had
suspended flights over Commu-
nist China by manned SR-71
spy planes and unmanned re-
connaissance drones to avoid
any dincideat that might inter-
tfere  with  President Nixon’s
‘forthcoming visit to Peking.
i Butit was reported, Ameri-
can  reconnaissance  satellites
‘will continue missions over Chi-
ha. Such missions are consid-
iered yelatively unprovocative
isince they are well above the
;airspace of China. .
" In 1980, it was recalled, a
planned conference botween
President Dwight D. Fisen-
hower and Premier Nikita 8.
Kruschev was called off by the
Soviet Union after an Ameri-
can U-2 spy plane had been
shot down over Soviet ter-
ritory.

U-Z planes are flown over
1the Chinese mainland by Chis
nese Nalionalists from Teiwan,
an official informant said “the
mainland Chinese have good
enough radar {o distinguish be-
tween an overflight by the kind

‘kind flowni by the Chinese Na-
tionaligts.” -
I Political Reasons Gverride
< ‘Informants said the polilical
reasons for the decision 1o halt
American flights were vegarded

of aircraft we possess and the:

I, XORE TIMED

‘as much more compebing than
icontinued intelligence from an
oceasional SE-71 or drong miss
stonn, - Some sources also noted
that the suspension concelvably
might be Iifted alter ¥resident
Nixon's visit 1o China, although
a similar suspension of flights
over the Soviet Union, insti-
tuted after the 1860 U-2 in-
cident, remains in cffect.

- White House officials, in re-
porting July 1G on Henry A.
{ssinger’s: conversations  in.
Peking with Premier Chou ¥n-
lai about the Mixon visit, ex-
pressed confidence that neither
nation  “will  knowingly do
somcthing that would under-
mine the prospects of somcthing
that it took so long to prepare
and that it took such painful
decisions to reach.”

Satollites Pley XKey Rola

-Although officizls were re-
luctant Yo discuss the specifics
of Armerican intelligence-gather-
ing activities in relation to-
China, the {following details
have been pileced together from
well-informed sources:

The bulk of photographic re-
connaissance is dong by spy
satcllites operating at altitudes
of about 100 miles. Photos
taken from that altitude would
Aallow  analysts to  delermine,
{say, the type of aircraft sitting
‘on & field but not to read its
wing markings or discern de-
tails of armament. ,

1 a new type of aircraflt was
spotted by a satellite, intels
ligence officials could call foi
an SR-71mission to get clearer,
more detailed pictures. Cameras
carvied by the Si-71, which.
flies at an altitude of about
80,000 fect, reportedly can cap-
ture small details, - !

According to the imformants,!
a handful of SR-71, operated by
the Air Yorce, normally fly from!
Okinawa, There are additional]
SR-7V's in the Far Fast, they]
say, flown by civilian pilofs
under contract to thie Central
Intellizence Agency.

Recause of its high altitude
and ‘great speede-more than
2,000 miles an hour~-the SR-71
is - not believed  vulnerable
cither to Chincse surface-to-air
missiles or interceptor aivcraft,
It can provide photographic
coverage of about 60,000 square
mileg in an hour.

The U-2, by contrast, has a
maximum altitude of roughly
70,000 deet and a top speed of
about 55¢.miles an hour,

is also -used for some recon-

The drone, the Ryan Firebee,

naissance missions, Typically 2
C-130 “mother ship™ carries
two drones to a point outside
the defcnses of mainlaid China,
where it launches them. They
fly a predetcrmined course and|
retirn to a- safe point over!
waler where they ave parachut-!
ed down and recovered.. !

Yeking has publicly protested.
nearly 500 incursions of its air:
space by United States ajreraft.

The Uniled States also uses
SR-71's and drones over Norlh
Vietnam and North Korea. Be-:
sides cameras, the SR-71's also!
carry equipment (o monitor
and record radar and' radio
transmissions. e

/ :

STATOTHR

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R001100160001-5

E
i
i




2 .

Approved For Reiease 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001100160001-5
: - o 1

SRRt

RS

.S,

Approved For Releése‘"ﬁbﬁ‘ifo@gi’o" 1|,R"ﬁi:ﬂ=80 01601

Lobl g
*

O

' i LiL
T
S

ot e S e v S L g e S e e e g ST

17 i Ab&ﬂr “! L

270TAL

REE Lvery week
'ﬁLﬁ or so Com-

munist China

e announcées a
"sellous warning" against
overflights by Amerlcan
aircraft., ,

- Usually the warning comes
from the New China News
Agency whose broadeasts

- are picked up in Tokyo, -
“Hong Kong, and other Far
‘Eastern listening.posts.

A recent one declares
nilitary a 110raft
flew over Yungshing Island
in Kwangtung Province on

+ four occasions this past

| Fridey, Saturday and
 Sunday.

"A spokeswman ol the
Chinese Foreign Ministry -
has been authorized- to
issue the 480th serious
warning.”

It is no secret thqt un-—

-are regularly overflying

-missions, Troqucntly our
men fly SR-71 reconnais
sance jets at heights of

. 80,000 fOOb or higher. They
- take off from the Kadeng

" vis parachute just in.case

“oped anti-aircralt wissiles,

chev as Premier.

_ knew

i ! B -:' i

marked Am01109n S}y plqnes‘

Red China on photographic

Air ¥orce Basc in Okinawa,
streak across the Chinecse

mainland, return in a.few.
hours and drop.their £ilm.

thelir pleancs might crash.
These are definite spy .

missions; and whiTe the

Chinese have not yet devel-

gsophisticalted enoush to )
bring dovwn -an SR-71, it is
just a question of time
before they do.

It was on a similar sy !
mission in 1960 that the '
Russians shot down Franvisg
Gary Powers "in his U-2,
thus precipitating a crisis
with the Soviel Union and
leading to the subsequent
deposal of: Nikita Khrush-

For months Khrushchev -
had been telling the Soviet
military hierarchy that he,
and understcod Eisen-'

hower, that the American

President was a man who §
could be trusted. Then the

U-2 incident developed,

‘and Khrushchev's credibill é[

ity was reduced to zero.

If Awmericen spy planes
are shot down over China,
we will have no recourse to
the court of- pub]lc
oplnlon
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American erews are {lying
spy planes over Red China,
thuy visking another U-2 inei-

dent, . to photozraph military
devt]op.mnt on the Chineze
mainlaad,

Tha dow nin” In Russia of o
U-2 spy plane, with a she cepish
Americen pllot abomrd, broke
up & Big IFour confox':,ncc and | P
precipity teu a crizls with the
Kremlin in 1950, During the
uproar that followed, an cm-
Dbarrassed I‘rcalmm Eisen-
hower halted U-5 flights over
Russin, |

But U2 pilots with kaleido-

'scople cameras continued to
spy {rom the siratosphere
,upon China, They now, how-
,.evnr iy pmuhhmﬂ SR
»rccoxm"lsmace Jets,  whieh
isoar faster than 2,0u3 miles

per hour and higher than
80,000 feet, . '
The  Chinese, meanwhile,

are (kvc'lopmn’ more .,ophlutl-

“eated radar and anti-aireraft

Jnissiles, which ‘might bring
down & future SR-71 and re-
peat the U-2 embarrassment
all over sgain, |

Certalnly, it's no secret to
Red &agents that lwo-man
Amexlcan crews blast off regu-
larly fromt Kadenu Air Yorce
Base, Okinawa, in mid-morn-
dig on spy flights over the
Chmexe mainland.,  They
streak slmost straight up until
théy dis sappear like {iny black

Ineedles into the distont sDver

lining,
SBY1 reconnalssance })Lu’u
cach can film 60,600 qquum

mlle in one hour.

{what would

turning spy plancs contact the
tower at Iadena with a code
signal. The controllers imme-
diately warn oif other aircraft,
Then one by one, the SR-YIs
“drop the Lo' " on their first
pass ) '

ranslated from intelligence
lmr«*o, this means the filmy
packets are dropped by para-
chute. 7he ob,]octwe iIs to
make sure the pmmou.. filma,
oblained &t such jeopardy to
the lives of the volunicer pilot
and reconnalssance officer, Is
safe even if the multi- mlllxon-
dollar sireraft should cr aah on
landing. !

At Kadena, the black, two-
engine, dclta winged SR 71s
are sot apart frora {he huifa-
lolike B-52 bomibers. There
isn’t & spy on Oklnawa who
doesi’t know the mlssion of
the unmarked spy planes.
Communist  runners some-
times wait on the roads for
the SR-71z lo take off so the
news can be {lashed hy clan-
destine radio to the C‘hmue

An Air ¥Yorce spo.\eu nan,
not unexpectedly, refused to
cominent on the spy flights.
All he would say was that the
SK-71 flies so high that “mest
residents along the routes are
unaware of its pregoence.”

W’asnhw\ hint L,

oo Mach LCOTIOLJJ - The .
White ouse put cconomy
ahead .of good judgment in

-dlsoatchmv ouly one funeral
Y

vlane to Georziz for Sen. .
tchard  Russell’s  funeral,.
State Sceretary Dill Rogers,

Defense “eclctaly Mel Laird,. -
CIA Director Dick Felms and
every meraber of the Jolnt
Chiefs were leadad aboard the”
same plane, The dispatchers
shuddersd at the ‘thought of
happen if the

‘{plane shomd crash,
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