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This pamphlet was wn,ttcp ‘collectively by a |k
study group supported by the Commitice
of Concerned Asian Scholars. The group
included Pat Haseltine, Jerry Meldon,
Charles Knight, Mark Selden, Rod Aya,
 Henry Norr, and Mara. Thanks to all
who helped, especially Jim Morrell, Tod .
McKie, and Jancis Long 3
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A ,' 'By CHUCK GREE‘\I
+ " Denver Post Staff Writer -
A httle-known airline, believed con-
holled by the U.S. Central Intelhgcnce
Agency and paid to fly secret missions in
“Southéast Asia, has tried to recruit pilots
“and mcchamcs in the Rocky Mountain
“Empire, The Denver Post has learncd.

 Response to the recruitment effmts .

coukln { be determined.

The work is being done by Air Ameuca
-Inc., probably the world s most secrchvc
axrhne

According to the Pentagon papexs, the
.company is run by the CJ#, but it has a
fleet of aircraft almost the sue of Pan
Amcrica World Airways.

7 Alr America pxlots flew T28 fxghtel-
“bombers on raids in Laos in 1964 before
the American public knew of U.S. military

ments show.

- Air America flyers also have played kcy
“roles in search and ‘rescue missions
ﬁbeyond the borders of South Vietnam.

Dean Rusk, secretary of state “in the
Kennedy and Johnson administrations,

once cabled the U.S. Embassy in Vien-
Atiane, Laos, that “Alr America pilots can
'play crmca]ly 1mpoztant” IOILS in thc
missions. i e

: Some quhcm 4

. In the same cable, Rusk granted
“dlSLI‘ChOﬂaIy authority to use Air'
America pilots in T28s for SAR (search
and rescue) operatxons when you consmler
2$his indispensable.” y -

“The published version of the Pentagon
Japers tells of Air America’s involvement
_in the carly stages of the air war in Laos:
f“ “The second majot segment of the Ad-
‘ministration’s covert war agains{ North
‘Vietnam' consisted of air operations, in
‘Laos, A force of propeller driven 198
“fighter-bombers, varying from about 25 to
40 aircraft, had been ovganized there. The
s plaries b01e Laotian Air Force marl\mgs,
but only some bolonged to that air force.

o

‘America (a pseudo-private airline run by
‘the CIA) and by Thai pilots under the
-icon‘tt‘ol of Ambassador Leonard Unger.”

- The parenthetical descriplion is a part’
of the Pentagon papers pubhshed version,
SUnger’ was clnef U.s. dlplomat in Laos at
'the time. ™
- These brief ghmpses into Au Amerlca S

} m«,gf-
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“The réest were manned by pilots of Air .

"

“The company, believed to opér';él‘t‘e a
fieet of about 175 plancs, was formed in Vietnam war. -

the Umtcd Statgs bccame mvolvcd in. the

1953 as a wholly owned subsidiary of P /

The top seciet docu v X
" cific Corp., a Delawaye COlDOI"lf.IOI] L ments \ erc exposcd

g by the New York Times in a series of ar-
American Pl]@zs R ticles in June and since have been

4 ! published in paperback form.
. Air America’s executive offices are m i

Washington, D.C., and it survives primari-
ly on overseas US govetnment conuact
work. |

One of Air Amezlcas pzopextlas An

i Asia Ltd., owns the most soplnstlcated

aircraflt mamtcnance facility in the Fax
Easton Taiwan.

Air America spokesmen have saLd they
employ .about 400 pilots, most of them
American.

Air America advertlsmg accounts Jin
Denver date back at least to 1965, al-
though .most of the ads don’t even mention
the company itself. Respoudents are sup-
“posed to correspond ‘to’ 2 - Washmgton
D.C., post office bo‘<

'Iyplcal of the ads bought by Air Amm-
ica was this elassified in The Denver Post

last fall: .
HELICOPTER PILOTS :
> Overseas openings for Helicopler Pilofs with H-3d or

: HS:I Pilot in Command Experience. Applicants must

have 1,530 hours Helicopter Pilot, Time with 1,600 hours
Pilet in Command Time and Instrument Rating in Heli-
copters. Send letter and resume to P.O. Box 19250, Wash.
ington, D.C. 30036. Equal Opporiunity Employer,

__ Both the H34 and H53 choppers are used
by “the military. The Navy uses the $58
" helicopter, . and the modified . version of
that, the H34, is an Army transport cr aft.

* Neither “niachine has been w1de1y used
commercially.

Air America spokusmen have sald the
company employs about " 8,500 persons,
and has at times had. up to 11,000 on’ 1ts
payxoll '

Ads in Denver dmmg the last 18 months
have olfered jobs for airplane pilots,
mechanies, supetvisors,” electronic - tech-
nicians. teachers and quallty contxol pcr— o )
sonnel. ’

The company did about $58 mllhon .
worth of business last year, with 'xlmost
$3 millioh in profit before taxes. §

The “Pentagon  papers came from a
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Ly JALY "S MeCARTNEY -
+ " Herald Washinglon dursay R
WASHINGTON The
CI.‘, in su pkrsouucy, is run-
ning an airline in Southeast
Asiz “with as many planes
as Pan American and
about as many cniployes &s
the ClA  itsclf some
18,000, . . - .
“Although - virtually  wn-
to the U.S. public,
which pays the b‘\ls, it ranks
in numbers of planes among
the half-dozen ]nrg;:st U.5.
air carriers.
The airline

is' called Air

'.Afnonm Inc;, and it probably
s the V'Ofld'
airline. ST e

¢ strecture of seeret, and semi-
_supposcdly

raost secretive,

s pilots, — A
“civi\ieno” -- have manied
T28 fighter-bombers on 1a1d
in Laos, accor am" 10 the
Pcntagon papers
SFTEN fly hazard-
ous missions in Lads, carry-
ing troops into battle — and
the woundead out.
They play the 1ole” of &

[ —
THEY

part-time air force to many' '

of bd\,nnla llf'l'lL'
ers for a sccret, CIA-spoti-
sored guerrilla army in L"(OS.
Says a former CIA officia

“Without Air America there
could never have beep a Lao-
tian war.” t

Alr America also carries
{reight, owns -and operates
Asia’s largest aiveraft mainte-
nance facn.uy, carries passen-
ers, cvacuates  refugees,
drops rice to the starving —
and calchIly hides its ?cuvx-
ties.

Yirregular”

. man service for the U.S.'gov-

" THE STORY of Air l\m
ca, in fact, is one of the n_xost

(Alr America docs,”
‘investigator.

STATOTHR

intriguing of the U.S. in-
volvement in Soulhcast Asia,

shrouded in Oriental mys-
tery. ‘ R
Jts mysteries, ~however,

have now attracted the atten-
tion” and concern of con-
gressional investigators.

" For the f{irst time tihe
have became fascinated with
Air America - as well as
with other ClA-rclated air-
lines that long have provided
“cover” for clandestine U.s.
activitics. \
Alr America-siaply is the

Jargest of a highly complex

secret, CiA-related corpora-

tions with interests in air
power. e
“Nobody on Capitol Hill:

seems to know exactly what
says one

C“But 1 can guarantee you
that we're irying
out.” '

THE CORPORATION has

every outward sign-of com-*

plete legitimacy — a Wall
Street  board of- directors,
thickly carpcted offices in-
Washington, neatly S
and maintained ‘aircraft in
the Far East often doing yeo~

ernment, -
Many of ‘the S“lVlCC"u of

Alr Amcrica’are comp'ct;ly'j
‘open in'Laos, Vietnam,. Thai-
Kong :

land, Taiwan, ® Hono
and Japan:

“But then- mcxe 1s the co-

~vert smlc.- G e N

to find

marked’

\Qa}s chtor VIcucheLu a
formar special assistant to”
the CiA's chief of plans, who -
quit in *disenchantment” and !

is now coo*vc‘aunp_ with con-’

gressional committees:

“The CIA
America. We owned it. It dld
-our bidding.

.

“The top man of Alr Amcr»
]Cc., the man who built’
Geor ve Doole Jx was a CIA
man.’

MARCH STTT recalls: see-
ing an internal CIO memo
in which the officer in charge-
of Alr America’s budget com-
plained that the aivline had
becone “so huge.” .

“The memo complained
that Ailr America had more
employes than the CIA —~
and -the "CIA had '18,000,”
Marchetti says, . o

Marchetti recalls that at
one_time the CIA made a
movie about its activities in
Laos -~ hoping to get public
credit for its ]ong sccret ac-
tivities,

“The big star of the mow\,
was Alr America,” he says. -

“It carried the supplies and
vreapons into battle, support-
ed the guerrillaarmy of Mco
tribesman, and evacuated tha
wounded.” The mevie was
never shown publicly,

PENTAGON -papors
urnished a flash of in-
to Air Axr"nm § ac-

._..,_ k‘

ing ebout the ‘bovm-
ning phase:, of the escalation
of the aerial war in Laos; the
published" version of the pa-
pcr says:

_created - Ailr:

Y

orce ob propelier-driv-
en  T28 fighter-bombers,
valy ‘ing from about 25 to 40
?uuaft had been organized
there (in Laos).
“The planes bore Laotian
Air Force markings, but only
““some belonged to that air
-force. The rest were manned
by pilots of Alr America (a
pseudo- -private airline run by
the CIA) and by Thai px-
dots ..

-~ -

THE PAPERS also include
the text of a cablegram from
then Sccretary of State Dean:
Rusk to the U.S. Embassy in
Vientiane, granting ‘“discre-
tionary authority” to use Ale
America pilots in 128 fighter
bombers for scarch 'md res-
cue flights,

Rusk mentioned “128 op-
“eralions” as “vital both for
their military and psychologi-

al effects in Laos" --- but
did not discuss the full scope
of Air America’s role.

The Pentagon papers make

i_.clear that Air America pilots

were ﬂyin" heavily armead
cornbat ml%xons as Ionﬂ ago
as 1564, - . . .

OFFICIALLY, Aic America
activities are supposed to be
limiled to catrying cargoand
men on government{ con-
tracts. . '

. Senate Forcign Relations
_Committee investigators in
Laos in recent months have
been puzzied by the fact that
T28 fighter,. bombers at
major airbases have been un-
marked except for serial
numbers on Lhen tails.

Gonc inued
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