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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE

Star-News Special Correspondent

VIENTIANE — Soine Amer-
jcans killed in Indochina com-
bat do rot appear in the U.S.
Indochina death toll which
stands at latest couni at
45,915,

These unacknowledged com-

Nt B

bat deaths are of American -

civilians performing military
duties normally carried out by
V.S, Air Force or Army per-
sonnel.

As they are civilians the-

"1.S. military does not include
‘them in the death toll when
“they are killed in action..

For example, U.S. officials

this weeckend announced two,

CAmerican  military  deaths:”
They said U.S. Air Feree Capt.

Harold L. (Sklp) Mischler of
QOsborne, Kan., was kilied Sat-
urday when his light observa-
tion plane was shot down by
small arms over the embattled
South Laos town of Saravane.
U.S. officials szid a second
“American was lost over the
cplain of Jars area bub were

1

_unable to indentify him bl

next of kin were notified. -
On Friday, Dec. 15, how-
ever, at a town on the South
Laos’ Bolovens Plateau called
‘Paksong another Kkind of
death occurred. John Kearns
cof Alvaredo, Tex., was listed
‘as killed by North Vielnamese
mortar shells which hit the
command post of the Lao ir-
regular unit he was advising.

Killed at Saravane

. "An embassy spokesman de-
.scribed Kearns as “American
-coniract personnel attached to

2 Irregular Lao unit.” Irregu-
Jar Lao units are handled by

the Central Intelligence a:en-
¢y. Kearns was the third
SAmerican  adviser to irregu-
Jars killed in action since Sep-
tember. .
. Another American was
‘killed when  Lao  irregular
units launched a heliborne at-
tack on Saravane on Qcf, 19,
He was aboard one of eircht
U.S.  Alr Force helicopters
which carried Lao irrevuiars
Jinto the Saravane airstrip un-
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engaged were hit by Commu- ¢y or other U.S. government

r;]ilst fire but non(T crashcdt.‘ A arencies.

third American adviser to the % .

irregulars was killed during The U.S. failure to announce

.an operation which failed to alist of paramilitary deaths in

retake the Plain of Jars I 446 however, is one of the
J i y

1\0th Laos in Septe,r;;bgr. few faults which mar these
Air Amerlca officials say M

about twenty of their Ameri- OPerauons.. ]

can crow menbers have been  In Laos, instead of having

killed in Laos since March thousands of Americans as the

1970. . entagon has  poured into
Air America is a privale (South Vietnam, the war is run

contractor to the Central Intel- just as effective if not more

lizence Agency and other U.S. so by 500 to 600 Americans,

government agencies and as

B i u\\.,-ai

-Small Group Functions

- ians.

They are not carried on the
military death toll. .
Air America engages inre-

While Hanoi ficlds four, and
in the dry season, five weak
divisions of some 40,000 com-

supply drops lo irregulars oi- bat troops in Lzos, the United

sten under intense enemy anti- States has only between 30 and

aireraft fire and in infiltration 40
” \ h ; men on the ground at the
and exfiltration of irregular in- grou

f i Bt ares . .
follicence and com man do ost in combut areas through
teams hehind enemy lines. An- out the country.
other company, Continental In the past eight years an
Airlines, has IKO.Stf.Om.(f AmEri- estimated 31 of these Ameri-
can personnel in S1MUAr 0PEX- oans peen killed. This figure

ations in Laovs. . .
abfnferijcqnoi) fficialssay iNC ludes some technicians

» roughly 800 Americans were caught flatfooted onthe

killed or are missing in Laos ground in 1968 at Phou Pathi,
since May 1964 when the Unit- 5 supersecret installation in
ed States first shouldered & wooih 1a0s which the North

greater burden of ihe Laos
war. This figure includes all
categories and is mostly mili-
tary.

The unheralded paramili-
tary deaths in Laocs indicate a
trend which may start to show
in South Victnam as American
military wind down the war
there and various private
American civilian companies
areg poised to move in to take
over paramilitary chores.

Deaths Unreported

Increasing use of disguised
paramilitary organizations will
allow the U.S, military to put
out figures of zcro American
casualtiecs on the ground as
they do now in Laos, as it will
be “civilians” who are L<ing
killed, not U.S. military per-
sonnel,
~As in Loos most of these
civilians will be former mem-

Vietnamese overran.
About 60 Air America crew-

men of American nationality
are  believed to have been

killed in the same time period.

The small number of Ameri-
cans with the irregulars are
essential to insure geod Lao
leadership and lack of corrup-
tion. Poor leadership and
non-payment of troops severe-
ly weakened Royal Lao regu-
lar forces throughout the war,

It has been suggested, how-
ever, that U.S. Imbassy offi-
cials should admit it when

such Americans are killed in
action instead of trying to pre-
tend they are ‘‘American per-
sonnel Iin manacement”  as
heppened  initially  in the
Kearns' case and these Ameri-
can deaths should be included
in military casually ligures re-
leased weckly in Saigon.
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thc‘}wli(roplvr touched down.
Six of the.U.S. helicopiers

and similar units conlracted to
the Central Intelligence Agen-



BANGKOK (UPD—A DPen-
tagon agency said to have
carried out intelligence and
policymaking in Thailand
gver the last decade is 1o
quietly close its doors at the
end of this month as part of
‘the wind-down in America’s
military role in Southeast
Asia, ) N

The agency is a field facil-
ity of the Pentagon’s Ad-
vanced Research Projects
CAgency (ARPA), a little-
known organization that de-
velops classified electronic

research and intellignece
systems as well as wmore

mundane items such as new
combat  vpacks, hoots nd
Tield ratious.

When AL As otflice huere !
was opened in 1962, it was
bitled as o facilily to help
“Thailand’s military develop
its own rescarch and devel-
opment capability. It grew:
to an organization with a-
staff of more than 140 and
became by far the largest of
ARPA’s five overseas
branches, spending about
half of a $25 million yearly.
budget for a program known
as Projcet Agile.

ARPA’s Bangkok
also became

wider activitics such as de-
foliation and counterinsur-
gency work, leading to

charges that the advisory
role to the Thai military was

office:
involved in;

~ WASHINGTON
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merely a cover for other
johs.

Almost to a man, the pro-
fessional staff of about 30
American scicntists that has
phased out the facility’s last
research projects over the
tast few months feels that
much of the criticism has
been unjustified.

U.8. officials still decline
to discuss, on grounds of se-
curity, many of the projects
ARPA was invoelved in, and
there is still no official con-
firmation that the agency

used airvlanes of Air Amer- \/

ica, a charter line that
works for the CIA and other
U.S. government agencies in
Southeast Asia, to defoliate

an area of jungle in Thai-.

dand in 1965 and 1966,

¢ un

Yency

s;
11
.

An ARPA source said the

- defoliating was done to test

results in an area under se-
cure condilions that were
not available in Vietnam.
The same source said that a
later Thai
quest for ARPA’s help to de-
foliate an area in North
Thailand where Communist
guerrillas were active was

-refused bhecause the defoli-

ants had been found harm-

ful to animals and humans.
ARPA also ran projects to

gather intelligence material

on  Communist guerrillas
. from Thai sources, and

ARPA teams helped develop
ground and airborne sensor
systems to detect Commu-
nist movement through the
jungle. Some of thesq Sys-

STATOTHR
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tems have had application |
in the elecironic warfare !
svsteimn the United States !
has used to locate bombing °
targets in Laos and Viet-

nam.

The workers at ARPA say.
they have done valuable
work in such areas as soil
testing, vegetation and envi-
ronmental sciences that
have peaccful as well as mil-
itary applications.

When ARPA closes its-
doors here it will leave be.

hind the military rescarch
and development eenter, a -
facility huilt jointly with
Thailand that will be oper-
ated by the Thai supreme
command. = ARPA is also
leaving ahout half a million
dollars’ worth of electronic
equipment and the unelassi-
fied portion of its reference

| library, which runs to about
¢ 20,000 volumes.
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Despite press speculation a peac
agreement for Viztnam may soon be con-
cluded, there is conerete evidence indicating
the U.S. is planning to prolong the conllict
and will attempt to subvert any peace ac-
cords.

U.S. procrastination in Paris, intensifiad
‘bombing and the hupge shipments of arms to
Szipon, among other developments, are all
indicators that the White liouse has no
desire for true peace and has not abandoned

. its neo-coloniul designs in Indociina.

An evea more ominous proof of U.S.
intentions of maintaining ils puppat regimes
in Indochina, was the apparent effort by
presidential envoy Henry Kissinger to press
Saigon’s “demands” in Paris at the end of
November, which would have virtually
scrapped the agreement reached in Gctober
by 1\1.;‘“1‘“01' and Le Duc Tho of the DRV,

There have been various hypotheses put
forward in the Western preéss concerning
Kissingar's sceming about-face on behsli of
Saigon, after pfoclaLnino in Octover belore
the world that “peace is at hand.” Nearly
every possible explanation has been
proposcd by the pundits except the most
plausible one. The U.S staliing in Paris decs
not represent any deference to its Saigon .
puppets, but rather it is for the purpcses of
U.S. policy and the Saizon regime is merely ¢
an instrumcnt. U.S. expressions of “suppert”
for Szigon’s policies, now as in the pasi, to
the extent they are not fictions for deceiving
American opinion are fundamentally cx-
pressions of the aims and designs of the U.S.

fve LAY

Galn time

In cssence, American procrastination in
Paris hizs been an effort to gain time for
aupmenting  Saigon's war machine and
setting up a huee clandestine network of
“civilian advisors” wkhich will attempt to
pho! ong the strupole in Victnam, as w cll as in

the rest of INpErovefdrFforWReieaﬂsedeﬁ ldhioa‘;

eprecraents have been reache

1. wrote Fox Butterfield

'pr wer perspective,

NALLULIAL Glniwanx

‘ “Even as the U.S. military is packing up
for ‘its expected exit from Vietnam,
American officicls here are sceretly plan-
ning a major postwar presence of U.S.
civilians in Vietnam, with many of them
doing jobs formerly done by the military,”
in a report from
Saigon in the Nov. 27 New York Times.
Viithout: alluding to the delay in Paris,
Butterficld noted that the U.S. is in the
process of cugmenting its “civilian advisory”
force in Vietnam, from 5000 to 10,0390, its
pezak level at thz stage of maximum U.S.
military presence in Vietnam. Dut it should
t a;‘parcnt that this “advisory” apparatus
could net be assembled overnight, anymore
then the enorsmous flow of U.S. arms could

~
(o

“be brought to Szisen in a day. Szizon's air

force was increased JAwo-fold, from ap-
proximately 1600 to 2000 aircraft duriag the
past two raonths, to give only cne item of
U.8. supply eliort. :
To place reeent developments in their
it must bs noted tha
there hes been a major suift in U.S, strat
sct in motion kst spring in the wake of tie
"rr*--nc.z:med offensive by the Liberstion
\rmed Forees in South Victuam. -
Despite edminisiration clforts to piay
down ihe strength of the offensive, it is
cvident that once ngain the whole. U5,
strateey for victary in Vietnam was smashed.
Only the most drastic U.S. measures of the
war prevented the complete collapse of the

rateny

Saipon regime and its armed forces: the
blockade of the DRV, the ereatest aerial
escalation against the DRV and liberated
arcas of Soyth Vietnam (while heavy
bombing of Laos and Cambodia was
sustained), and unprecedented aerial fac-
tical and logistics support for the Saigon™
forces.

The sugmentation of the U.S. air logistics
support for- Sei icon’s forces during the of-
fensive surged from & monthly average
about ning million pounds of cargo befor
the offcasive 1o 00 iniliion pounos in-May.
Augmented U.S, “support” for Szigon after
the offcasive bepan, raised total U.S. ex-
peuctitures on the war by an anaual rate of
approxim: 1tely 510 billion or ncarly double
LLe rate prior to the offensive.

ke Nixon administration concexled this
L_LCE!:‘:IHZIUO"I by requesting additional war
funding only for the period ending Sept. 50
At about the same time the administration
prcs:,ntcd Congress with a request for these
frnds in .,uac Au Armcrica and Cont mﬂnml
Air Services, the CIA contractual “civilian”
airlines, began 'c“pin" up reerwiting among
Air Foree personnel in Indochina, according
to a Dec. I report of Dispatch News Service,
by John Burgess. Fle quoted from a con-
ficential recruliing brochure which, among
otier points, stateds

2

I3

"
<

I

”‘.L

voriare -

ElARbRS

that is povernment

Clandestine 3

or w ords,
00460

agencies

gOVl‘I‘ﬂﬂlChl,

wants to avoid the

such as USOM, USAID, USIS, etc.” While
may be und or CIA direction,
you den't know and you den't care. The
government agencies direct the routings and
sclicduiings, your company provides the
techinical know-hew and you fly the air-
iane.

Tt he brochure makes it clear that “civilian
fying” is mercly a cover for ciandestine
mix,mrv activity: “Althouph flights mainly
serve U.S. offiical personnel movement and
na mc officinls and civilians, you sometimes
enanze in the movement of friendiy treops,
or of eramy cantives; or in the trensport of
cergo more poteat thua rice and beans!
There's a war going on. Use your
imeagination!™ .

In what Burgess dcscribes as  a
“hastily”addcd postreipt, the brochure
states:  “Forelgn eid  situation  unclear
pending outcome military siteailon in RVH
(Republic of Victnam), but it looks as if we'll
finizh the war (and peace terms faverabie for
our side); if so, it is cxpncted thet 2 boom
among contract opzrators wiil result. . .. "
In other words, here we have the first

thzse anencies

.conrrezc u Wdicaiion that the White House

..-.

cit ly ﬁd'l'itt:nf' ~defest of its
* program and reverting to
p‘cg am of clandestine warfare.

was

ajcss cost

The U.S. stratcgy shift was probably equslly
dictazed by 2 desire to further diminish the
politizal fmopact of the war en American
cpinion and fin Zly b) a desive to diminish
tie tlow to U.S, prestize in the event of
viimote foflure, that is the colinpse of the
Shp sat rogimes,

off this
it it also

The US. iz clwrny trying to stave
developrnent s leng &s possivie . By
impression of being
enpaged in direct and large-scale U.S. in-
tervention at the tinme, which sooner or later
Nixon and Kissinger must know is inevitable.

Even if they cannot face this reality, ihvy
are row in deadly carnest about maintaining
support for the puppet regimes, regardiess of
any peace agreement. If the U.S. boanestly
adhered to a peace agreement, Saizon's
po slitical collapse would quickly follow. That
is why the U.S. is stepping up clandestine
support for the Saigon regime, military aid
disguised as civilian  “centractual”  aid,
provided mainly by U.S. private militery
contraciors. '

There is a relationship between the U.S.
arms build-up Indochina and the program
or secret contractual aid. Before the Oc-
tober peace agreenent, the U.S. made litle
effort to Kkeep the program” seeret. In
testimony before the Senate Appropriations
Cormittee on Sept, 13, Alr Ferce Maj. Gen,

Josepl R, DDeLucea cxplained in dewnil U.S.

el

$ .plans for contracting for personnel to traia

Saigon Air Force members. In the arca of
"h(" rance alone, the U.S, was planning 1o
1ake contracts for %54 xm].xon of one 10

iroguSORagniE
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By FREDERIC SIIERMAN
tlersld Editorial Writer

THERYE is at Yale University a doc-
toral scholar who would like to believe
Richard Nixon is trying to cut loose
from V 1(1nam because of evidence that
Amarican involvement
in Southeast Asia is a

mejor factor in the
increasing prcbhlem
with heroin addiction

here in this country.
Alfred W. McCoy
has offered such evi-
dence in his book enti-
tled The Politics of

B s : Heroin  in Southeast
Sherman Asia (Harper & Row),
Those who suppori American

intervention in Vietnam as a seliless act
in defense of freedam  will judge the
McCoy bock as a sputious indictment
.filled with wild and bascless charges.
But there is too much in this boak foc it
to be dismissed as anti-Vietnam propa-
ganda. Eighteen months of study pro-
duced the names, the places and the
dates of trafficking in the poppy gum
that is (urned into the powder of white

_ death.

Sources of opium and heroin are
traced through the politics and the ccon-
omies of the military diclatorships in
South Vietnam, Cambodia, lLaos and
Thailand.

Aircraft controlled by General Ky in
Saigon transported from Laos the hero-
in that was pushed on tens aof thousands
of American servicemen. It
cheaply because there were more than
500,000 potential customers. It was
General I's sister who directed much
of the traflfic in herein from the Scdone

b «!’ﬁldu, Holcl in quac_ a cllv inwestern

R L S AR P A

was sold

B
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I.aos near the Thai border.

The Cambodia invasion did not ac-
complish the capture of tie North Viet-
namese headquarters, but it did enable
the Saigon Navy to expand its role in
the heroin traffic. Up until the invasion
of Cambodia, {here was no surface tran-
sit for heroin {rom lLaos. But with the
protection of Amecrican air power, the
Vietnamese admirals were able Lo run
their heroin in co'npetmon with General
Ky’s aircraft.

THIS is a hook the CIA tried to sup-
press because it docaments the use of
American money and American
airplanes in the heroin traffic. This
again is more of the political expediency
on which Washington’s stumbiing in

!

end
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Southcast Asia is based. The loyalty of
mountain ¢ribesmen could only he
bought by purchascs of their poppy crop
and transroit of the optum gum to pro-
cessing nlants controlled by political
lcaders in J.aos and Cambodia. It was a
repeal of the game invented by French
intelligence  officials who use profits
from heroin traffic {o finance political
machinations.

On Page 263, McCoy writes, “With-

out air transport for their opium, thc.
Mco (tribesmen) faced economic ruin,

There was simply no form of air trans-,
port available in northern laos except

the CIA’s charter airline, Air America.
And according 1o several sources, Air
America began flving opium from moun-
tain villages north and easl of the Plain
of Jars to Gen. Vang Pao's headquarters

-t Long Tieng.” This, then, is the major
]

factor in the so-called secret American .
war in Laos: traffic in opium destined
for pushers in Saigon and for the smug-
glers coming into the United States by
way of Miami from Latih America.

THE BASIC problem, as McCoy out-
lincs i, is that Awmcrican officials in
Southeast Asia who know the inside |
story of the beroin traffic cannot org
won't do anything about il because o
fears that their actions would somehow?
hamner the war efiort.

If agenis of the U.S. Bureau of‘

Narcotics, for example, were to get:
tousch with Thai leaders mixed up withi

" herain in Bangkok, American commantis

1

o AT TS RET N F AT T e e Tl AT VR b e

ers of the airbases in that country woul
suddenly find it impossible to get jeg
fuel delivered or other vital supplics
delivered.

This is why McCoy called his boo
The Politics of Heroin,

A R
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© By JOHUN BURGISS

Special to The Star-News

! BANGKOK — “The flying is
-fon-military; in other words,
‘eivilian flying, You are flying
“for the U.S. government, that
‘is government agencies such
vas USOM, USAID, USIS, ete.
- While these agencies may be
-under CIA direction, you don’t
i know and you don’t carc. The
“government agencies direct

~the routings and schedulings,

yyour company provides the
“{echnical kuow-how and you
: {ly the airplane.”

-« Thus an unnamed American
«pilot describes “civilian
flying” in Southeast Asia-for
~Air America and the lesser
“known Continental Air Serv-
~ices — both private companies
. on contract to the U.S. govern-
<ment. The pilot’s comments
yarc part of a confidential,
-16-page hrochure available at

- teertain Air Force personnel of-

fices. It is shown to Air Force
pilots interested in flying for

“‘one of the compznies upon

;,pompleting their military serv-
ice. : : :
: The brochure lists no author
.or publisher, but it offers an
illuminating view into the in-
‘fernal operations of Air. Amer-
-jea, which has played a cru-
:cial role in the Indochina war
-theater since the 1930s. Air
+America, along with the other
‘companies, has airlifted
‘troops, refugees, CIA agents,
-American politicians, war ma-
-terial, food and occasionally
‘prisoners . all over Southeast
Asia. :

! Exiravagant Salaries

The brochure, dated June 29, °

71972, boasts that Air America
:ranked as one of the most
‘profitable corporation -in the
United States in 1989, a year
when ‘most of the world’s air-
lines lost heavily. Air Ameri-
ca’s customer is the U.S.
government. .
It employs about 436 pilots,
according to the pamphlet, of
* which 384 are working in
. Southeast Asia. The center of
Air America’s operation is
Laos, where the presence of
-~ military or military-related
personnel is prohibited by the
ruch-abused Geneva Confer-
ence of 1962.
{  Air America’s profits are
- high despite the somewhat ex-
travagant salaries it pays for
: gying perionnel. According to
_the repogt, a pilot with 11
years pd?ﬁye ;él;;)lh
UH-3¢D helicopter based  at
Udorn air base in Thailand an

STATOTHR  WASEINGTOX 5T
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ica: Flying for U.S
ca: riying yor U..o.
average of 100 hotrs monthly,
will take home $51,525. All sal-
aries are tax {ree, :

A newly hired pilot flying-a
C-7 Caribou transport based in
Vientiane, averaging 100 hours
flying time monthly, would
earn a minimum $29,442. The
U.S. commercial pilot average
is $24,009.

Also available to Alr Ameri-
ca personnel, in additionto a
likeral expense account, is life
and medical insurance, two-
weeks leave, tickets on other
airlines at 20 percent normal
cost, 'PX and government
mailing privileges and educa-
tional allowances for depend-
ents. Many Air America pilots
are retired military men re-
ceiving military pensions.

traband: -

“Although flights mainly
serve U.S. official personnel
movement and native officials
and civilians, you sometimes
engage in the movement of
friendly troops, or of enemy
captives; or in the transport of
cargo much more potent than
rice and beans! There's a war
going on. Use your imagina-
tion!”

Air America works hand-
in-hand  with the U.S. Alr
Force. At Udorn air base in
Thailand, Ajr Force pechan-
ics repair the airline’s frans-
ports and helicopters, many of
them unmarked. The Air
Torce has reportedly leased
giant C130 transports when the
. “(Good’ Investment planes were needed for opera-

Americans can also become
“air freight specialists”, com--
monly called kickers. Their
job is to push cargo out over
drop. zones. Salary is
$1,600-81,800 per month. Quali-
{ications: American’ citizen-

tions in Laos. In the section on
Air America’s bencfits, the

pormal home and sick leave:

ed appropriately” - an appar-
ent acknowledgement that

ship, air borne training, expe- - here are military people
rience with the U.S. Air Force Xr?’xrgincga directly with Air

preferred. .
Air Amerieca, Inc., is owned
by a private aviation invest-
ment concern called the Pacif--
ic Corp. Dunn' and Brad-
street’s investment directory .
places its assets in the $10-850
million category, and rates it !
“good” as an investment risk. ‘
Air America itself employs al-

together about 8,000 persons,
ranking in size just below Na-
tional Airlines and above most
of the smaller U.S. domestic
airlines.

Formerly ealled Clvil Air,
Transport (CAT), Air America
was organized after World
War II by General Claire
Chennault, commander of the
American fighter squadrons in
Burma and China known as
the Flying Tigers. CAT played
a major role in post-war China  gervice, the following men sit
supplying Nationalist troops. on the Air America board of
CAT ‘also supplied the French  girectors:
during their phase of the war Samuel Randolph Walker —

in Indochina. " chairman of the board of Wm.
Air America is commonly

considered an 2rm of the CIA., /director of Equitable Life As-
In Laos, the CIA for the pastV gyrance Society; member of
10 years or mmore has mam-  Tederg] City Council, Wash-
tained an ermy of hit tribe- ingten, D.C.; member of Ac-
men, mairly Thai and Lao  gion Council for Better Cities,
mercenaries. Most- of the alf - g4y America, Inc., and life
supply and transport needs for tpustee, Columbia University.
this army have been handle William A. Reed — chair-

by Alr Amcrica. ~man of the board of Simpson

One should not conclude,
however, that the salarics, ¢x-
citement and tax advantages
mean that Air America pilots
hope the war will continue. As
the brochure’s author notes in
a typzd postseript:

“toreign aid situation un-
clear pending outcome mili-
tary situation in RVN (Rcpub-

"lic of Vietnam), but it looks as
if we’ll finish the war (and
peace terms favorahie for our
side); if so, it is expected that
a boom among contract opera-
tors will result when imple-
mented, due to inevitable re-
habilitation and reconstruction
'aid in wartorn areas. ... Job
market highly competitive and
yow'll need all the help you
can get.”

According to Pacific News

not mention opium explicilly, gon’ Timber Co.; director of

brochure lists in addition to .

it hints at the subject of con- ¥ '

“Military leave will be grant- '

/C. Walker's Son, New York; -

Soattle First -National Bank;
director of General Insurance
Co.; director of Boeing Cao.;
director of Pacific Car Found- |
ry Cd.; dircctor of Northern
Pacific Railroad; director of
Stanford Rescarch Institute.
Arthur Berry Richardson —
foreign service officer in Rus-
sia, China and England {rom
4914 to 1936; chairman of the
board of Cheeseboreugh
Ponds, Inc. from 1955 to 1361,
director of United Hospital
Tund, New York; trustce of
Lenox Hill Hospital.
James Barr Ames — law

- partner in Ropes & Gray, Bos-

ton; director of Air Asia_ Co.,
Ltd., director of International

Student Association; member,

" Cambridge Civic Association

and trostee of Mi. Auburn
Hospital,

STATOTHR

Tilitas sigl . Timber Cb.; chairman of the
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NEW DESTINATION: Air America, which has had its Asia headquarters in
Taiwan for:many years, is relocating its main -operations to Thailand.

The airline---often referred to as the Central Intelligence Agency's
(CIA s) air arm-~-has been tied in with Taiwan's old Civil Air Transport (CAT)
' complex, which includes Air Asia, for management and operational  purposes.

CAT doesn't operate its own planes anymore but provides management services
for others. It's Air Asia arm is the biggest aircraft maintenance operation
in the Far East. Both will stay in Taiwan.

Word about the Air America move has just leaked out., We' 11 have a more

detailed report on what the move is all about and what it means in a later
issue,

ate.,
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Lao lrregulars

(et More Aid

ThanReoulars

9
&
P

Rprovb_cf for

They Want Out

Réleasi 000H03/04- GIARBRBO 01601 R0

Ing more than to escape the
SGU and the war, return to
their villages and families,
and grow rice,

* The deterrent to escape was .

the Royal Lao Army — 26
years in the Royal Lao Army.
Military service is compul
sory for all males of 15 though
if a 13-year-old is big enough
to hold a gun he will be drafted.
And once a soldier, the only
way out is bribery or serving
until  you're 4. Twenty-six
years in the Royal Lao Army
is risky at the very best odds.
T Army recruiting  teams

| «Now €IA militarization has

the Lao Teung, But the onee
prosperous” Meo have been
decimated by the CIA’s mili-,
tary programs, i
The tens of thousands of un- |
willing and unknowing tribes-
men  helicoptered up to the
Plain of Jars cach dry season

since 1968 have been cut to p

pieces by communist guns and
shelling.

Barely 10 percent of the
Meoss survive in their tradi-
tional mountain-top homes. As
their villages {cll behind Com-
munist lines, they were bomb-

ed by the Americans. ' i

STATOTHR

. reach even remote villages, Dispatch News Service Inter- ../
. getting in by helicopter where .--. national |
Arucks won’t go. : :

By JOHN LEVERINGHAM
Special to The Bulletin-

[N

/

—

Phou Dum, Laos — The - It isn't hard to see why: ~
twin antennae of a small U.S, 'those who ‘had ‘tl'1‘e chance .
communications  transmijtter ©pted for being an “American

- sticks up {rom a lonely moun-

.tain top 10 miles' northwest of*

- the village of Luang Prabang
_.in northern Laos.

" According to a Thai civilian '

employed by Air America
Cunder contract to the CIA) to

maintain the. installation, it
military .

. Provides the - U.S.
with communications between
forthern Laos and the U.S, air
base at Udorn, Thailand.

. © Pro-Communist Pathet Lao
~forces control everything
.north and -west of the moun-
" tain, beginning just a few hun-

red meters Irom the trans-
mitter,
Not ‘Irregular’

. The 400 Lao Teung (moun-

fain:Lao) “irregulars” at the -

ipgtallation arec among the 30,-
"000 mountain villagers who
form the backbone of the
. ClA’s no longer secret army
“ih Laos, an army that is vir-
tually independent of Laotian
- dontrol. '

Officials refer to them as
Virregulars,” but they are
fulltime, highly trained
froops. The Special Guerilla
Units (SGU) are given credit

or the Vientiane govern-
ment’s not having lost control
of the whole country. Commu-

nist forces occupy  three--

fourths of Laos,

.- How did these mountain sol-

diers wind up in an American
. army?

© “Money,” 1 was 1old over
and over again on a recent

‘overnight visit to the moun-.

soldier” instead. **American
Army” pay begins at 12,500
Xip per month (§15);
-army at 4,500 per month (85).

was far better and more
plentiful, chiefly because the
Americans deliver it them--
selves,” Even big jars of local
firewater whisky are occa-,
sionally given out. :

In battle, SGU troops have’

Lao -

Food too, 1 was assured, -

ACLLess to -superior weapons: -

and a more reliable flow of-
ammunition than their broth-
ers in the Lao army. Air sup-
port comes faster and their
wounded are evacuated more
swiftly, said Lieutenant Ohn
See, the company comniand-
er. ;
More Respect :

The Lao Teung speak of the
“American bosses” with more
respect than do the Meo SGUs .
with whom they share these
highlands. S

Before CIA militarization of,
“MME™Two~movntain, tribes, the
Meo had a firmly established
s 0cia l-political structure -
which the CIA brushed aside.
But the Lao Teung were dis-
organized and scattered, and
the CIA had no need 'to inter-
fere  with their traditional
leadership.

The Lao Teung's economic
position has always been well
below that of the Meo. Their

. crops were less carefully ten-

dedand their livestock fewer. -

tain. (Chances of a journalist -

being given a lift aboard the
"American . helicopter
* serves the mountain are about
nil,
i jnountains ¢

that-

The %&féﬁ%d“]gerelease 2001/03/04 : CIA
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U.S. aid 1s stili pouring e
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w
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"By ARNOLD R. 15AACS ~
Sun -Staff Correspondent

. Vientiane, Laos—~The United
States role in the Indochina !

. “?OI’ViSiON, though “others may|; -y js known, though. that the
 have faded across the border. I yonbing has been very heavy
“The war quickly resumed, andi] 1 19693970, a period in which
so did American support. most bombing of North Vict-
Hle In 1961‘1965, when the Ameri- nam was SUs ;(‘nC(]C‘d the -“.
war may have diminished—but | cans launched full-scale - air) {jo rate 0\,.'95 Laos  we o
not in Laos. war in Indochina and the | yoried to have be s e
No longer top secret but stilli North  Vietnamese iuereased | 3 pioher E}\t %Ie ! 4010 a day—
partly concealed from public their commitment of men and \]de. ey }13 ¢ Lan nas e;_\’m
view, the Aﬂl‘_ﬂl'lic«’il[ll\\’ﬂl‘ effort | arms to the battles in Soulh;s en-reached aver North.Viel-
in support of the Lao govern- | vietnam, the Laos war tookon! 7y ' ' i
ment remains as lorge as|a pattern that bas remained |, 1 the grotnd war, American
ever. Without it, U.S. and Lao | essentially  unchanged evcr”}éhc‘ssg é) ém‘at :S‘l llmtlhnqv ar-
~officials agree, the war against; since. . -+ . “(, % and Lenira niciligence
*the Pathet Lao and its North; qpe U.S., secking o intpede | Agency personnel ave deeply
Vietnamese allies would €0k | (1o flove 1 o & -cde | involved in war planning, The

N - = he flow of Commmunist troops |y ~mbas . s
lapse not in months but possi- | and supplies dovn the Ho Chi | S, Jimbassy spokesman in

“Fegular units “just grew’—
i parlly because many Ameri-
Ceans felt the Royal Lao Army
was simply too inept o he
.made’ inte a capable fighting
force. g
i

SN

“Has evalved” v q b
" “The. situation’ has evolved,”
said * an - Awerican  officer,
speaking of the formation of
the irregular units, “and I'm
not. sure our policy hus evolved
along  with it as it should
thave.” R

z

bly in days.

. “They might last a couple of
weeks without us,” said’ an
Amecrican officer-with long ex-
perience in Laos. He grinned,
but he wasn’t joking. A Lao
long it

colonel,  asked how

it i Vientiane, gives a military
Minh trail complex in eastern | ant. § ay

Laos, stepped up its support of
Lao government lroops in re-|

briefing for correspondents at:
11.30 every morning. . |
furn for diplomatic silence on ; The bricfings - are. quile de-|
U.S. bombing of the {rail. The i tailed except on U.S. opera-
North Victnamese in twrn in-i tions. Though the spokesman
‘creased their #id 1o the Lao! will often refer to air strikes,

would take with continued out-, Communist forces in northernr for example, he will ‘not say

side aid for the Lao Zrmy to ! Laos, committing thousaris of ;
be able to defend itself, said! their own men to keep Lao
seriously: “Iight or 10 years”
In support of the govern- |
“ment's war effort, the U.S. is
providing direct miliary aid of 1 North Vietnam’s border.
$350 million a year. This is;
about 10 times the whole Lao |
and almost |
‘{wice the country’s gross na-:

national budeact,

tional product. .

The aid totdls do not include

the cost of American bombing,
which is mounted from outside
Laos. Although t:e present ex-
not
and
B-52's have at times in the
past reached sortie rates over
highest
ever reached over North Viet-

“ent of bombing in Laos is
known, fighter-hombers

Laos excecding the
nam.

1950°s.

cans -supplied nearly half

billion dolars for militar, sal-
aries and eguipment, adminis-
fering the military assistance
through a mission mislea dingly
called the Prosrams E-alua-,
tion Office and manned by
in civilian
the guise of

military officers
clothes uwuder
“tochnicians'' —an

whose

planes were flying
them. T

.{govcrnment troops  pinned .
. down salely away from the
tapproaches o the frail and

, All supplies -
On'the ground, the .S, fur-
nishes all the weapons, ammu-

In the ensuing years.: bothjnition and . supplies for (he

U.8. aid'to Laos began in the
During the confused
warfare preceding the Geneva
Conference of 1962, the Ameri-

Washington  and  Hanel  at-
tempted to hide the degree of
their involvement in Laos, The
North Vietnamese have never
Lacknowledged the presence of
their troops in ilie country—
now -estimated to number
about 20.000, The Americans,
though feeling their aid was
justificd by North Vietnam's
I violation of the Geneva agree-
ment, apparently felt it wou'd
be cmbarrassing -to intervene
openly while Hanoi continued
1o deny itsrole. :

the U.S. ‘war in Laos could not
really he kept hidden, official
secrecy was maintained for a
long time.. It was not until
March, 1970, that President
Nixon ~publicly acknowledgd
American airceraft were bomb-
ing Laos, though the facts had
been -known long before.

a

Few details

officially admilted, few details

Though an effort as large as

|

56.000-man --Roval - Lao Army
—vwhich, despite the, U.S, aid,
still ~is regarded  as -poorly
Atrained, badly led and largely
ineffective except for defensiye
garrison duty, S i

The main American effort
has heen with the irrcgular
units, | originally. Jorganized,

Though the bombing is now .

overs*ion 4.0 made available. The num-

{rained, paid and- in many
cases directed by the CIA. The,
irregular {orces have grown {o:
ahout 30,000 “men, and many|
of them are only very Joosely |
controlled by the Lao.military i
command—a fact which is now,
giving some concern to the |
government and to U.S. offi-
cials Jooking ahead {0 a possi-.
ble cease-five. . : {

The origins of the irregular
forces are still shrouded in:
secrecy, but the infermation.
available suggests that the!
Americans did not inltend, inj
the beginning, lo create whal
has hecomie a parallel army.|
The first. units apparently were,
formed by the CIA lo wage)
guerrilla warfare against the

that foreshadowed later clan- per of missions cach day, for i jig (1§ Minh trail—an activity

destine efforts.

When the Geneva Accord
*hanned foreign military aid, y
"the Americans conscientiously js
advisers. since the Ame

withdrew 666 military

- Only ]

. viemamkp?p d
\

Laos withdr

‘tional Control Commission su-and South Vietnam.

example, is not disclosed, DOT gy "yt have embarrassed‘,

s arc. weckly, monthly or eveny y. |5 sovernment, whichi

carly fotals. Presumably this | aiwavs regarded” the war,

not for security TCasons,}iin Eastern Laos as ihe affair

ricans have foritor. (ho Americans and: North
10 of the 1:0.000 North years released fairly P*'CCISC'l'i\’iutnumcsc. o :

i American official said,

Along  with "the irregular
units. the U.S. pays and equips
battalions  of  “volunteers”.
from - Thailand. Almost every-
thing about the Thai units is
classificd,  because both the
"Lao and Thai governments are
sensitive an the subject. There
are said to he about 12.000
Thai tronps in the couniry
now, almost double the num-
ber present ayeay ago. o
~Working with the Lao forces,
according to the US. BEm-
bassy, are 320 U.S, advisers,
which does nol seem a large
number but actually represents
a far higher ratio of American
advisers 1o local - troops than
- has existed {or years in South
Vietnam. )

It is nol known how many
Americans working for “the
annex”-lpcal slang  for the
ClA—are = directly involved
with military or paramilitary
units. T

detween 300 and 400 Ameri-
cans provide logislical support
for T.ao forces, mostly through
Air America, the ClA-financed
charter airline that flies troops
and - supplies  throughoutl the
country. Air America’s helicop-
ters.. and -.{ransport . planes,
some of them with the compa-
y's iusignia  bul most un-
marked, can he seen at vir-
fually every airstrip in Laos.

rovisd FrRefeger0q 1041047, C1A-RDRE0-01801RED0900090001-6
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~ (Fermer Green berel
Capt. Roebert F. Marasca
and seven other Special
Forces membeys were in.
volved in ane of the majer
controversics af the Viet-
nam War in L9469 when ac-
cused of murdering a triple
agent. Now a civiiian in
Bloomficld, he spent many
hours being interviewed hy ™~
Daily  Journal  reparter
Thomas  Michalski, recall-
jng eveuts survounding the
_assassination fhat he says
never were made public),

By THOMAS AMICHALSKE
Journal Staff Wrifer
\ietnataeze triple-a

T hat 1\—3

o r]m e’

T

Central mmH]

“Tine [T bre ;n' [ hp Lns:\\ tr'r)

’?Imr:h TAmenican_ rela.
e e _',‘ N
tions \\'.n _Prnince_ Nornfom_
‘;h.mnu-\ W0 wag admairing

LARAC Tihe Comnumisls  were
setting up hase camps tin Cam-

shodia,  Capl,  Robert  F.
Mrnrum RAVE,

“o_Thiz, plus_the fact that, Ahe-

(I\ learned (hu\en WAz A
“NarTh Virfnamese _A:{QJ...

vearitend __in. an _order tn
‘Naraseq_ and. his_men "o
ohmm"__.,g.im."

e (Chuven)  was  more
dangerans withoul a rille than
100 roen with rifles,”” Marazen
told Tre Daily Joornal. "‘He
had  the knoawledge, intelli
gence and capability of killing
manv prople, .

“There was nn  difficull
decisian tn mate. It was one
\ll‘?r“\x\_f}g apv
poszthiv thantzands of
American Gle, There was no
_potet fes disenssinn,’

Chvnen knew  Marazen's
itz aad photngraphie,
municatians -and other inteth
gonce equipment, More
inparsant . he alza knew that

can

againzt .

mercurial chief of state,

Sihannauk waz at that time
halancing the east ngainst the
wesl. attempting to maintain
Cambadia’s  independence ---
and tn steer his enuntry clear
of the Viefnam War. He did
not succeed, however,

Hanoi, at that time, hecame
mare demanding in itz deal:
ings with Sthanoylk asz the
Camimunisz{s  huill, up  large
haze ¢amps and underzround
arsenals in border areas,

"“Prince Sihanouk haz  al-
warzs contended that  there
were 0 VC or Nopth Vietnam-
Cambndia  anrd  that
(‘ambndia was not used as a

£ in

. refluge ar as a supply raule,”

Maraseo  saidd,. In 1969

Sihanouk was starting (o eome

araund. He wasz saving, ‘veah,
well, there may he a few.’
“Wh were ahout to send an
Ameriean eharge de-affairs tn
Cambodia  hecatse  refations
ere improving,' Marazco gaid,
Had Chuven talked abaut,
intelligence  aperationz  in
Camhoadia  tn the  North-
Vietnamese, “it might have
affected relations with Prince
Sihanank, )
“Chuyen knew that
Project. Gamma waz a umi-
lateral aperation and, did, in
fact, inform South Vietnam
about our hiaklv  classified
operations,” Marasco gaid.
Althaugh the United States
and  South  Vielnam  were

alsn

alliez, the latter conlel not he
Iru:trd rnatgh  far invelve-
mentin Project,. Gamima,

Marazeo gaird.

“"We  wanted i fn he
sueeessful,” Marasen
"It oeaidd nal have heen with
all the pahines g all the
cuthle agents we mizht have
fruned a< our hosoreg,”

Marasen

=] 'ragect,

(oumaa hoarl

e oo Abpitoved Eor. Release 2004/

adeed.

nine :nmb /b processing

STATOTHR

Cwere directed to Laos, some tn

the 1 border area and others
In Cambhndia,

“If we  had the Snuth
Virinamese in there with us,’
Aarasco explained, “Project
Gamma would bave hecome
just annther worthless unit
like =0 many others.”

It was in April 1969 when
Chuven's triple identity came
tn light. The entive =story,
Marasen said, was never told.

“I had a split camp.,” he
cxplained. “Myself and two,
men were in one camp. I had
a sergeant, Alvin L. Smith Jr.,
wha waz at another location,
zetfing up a  team  aof
Vietnamese and Cambodians
ol hiz own.”

Chuyven was Smith's

principal  agent. Ultimately,
Marasco relieved Smith and
assumed  total responsibility

for the second camp or “net.”

Prior ta the actial takcover,
however, Marasen said he
handled Smith’s net only in a
sUperviznry capacity.

After an emergency leave to
Florida when Simith’s mother
died,  the

zergeant WAz

assignerd to Nha Trang Gpecial

‘Forces headeiarters, One day
he was going throuzh sonime
TNV R NERORT ALY
Second of 5 articles

RN

WATINRERWINR F

captured  photozraphs  fram
annther, unrelaled aperation,

One of the pirtres, Marasen
sawl, zhowrd a known Viet
Cong geperal standing with his
arm aronnd  Chuven, in 3
friendly manner,

Maraseo  was
the field and,

called  {rom
After a meeting,
it was decided {a “rin A
check™ an Chuyen,

“We faund that he hard npel
pone  thraugh  the  narmal
helare hiaz

DALLY JCURNAL

‘;; A
1le

S EW

“Supposedly, it was hard to
come  up  with  enough
appointments  with the guv
wha ran the le detector. . . it
was lough to dn it, so there
was alwavs an exciuse as {o
why it hadn't been dope.”

As it turned out, it was
discovered
heen trained in Narth Vietham
“in the equivalent of our

He had arrived from
Hanni in 1954,

During the early 1930°s Ho
Chi Minh had allowed great
numbers of people to migrate
ta the gouth. Some of those
wha zettled in varinus hamleis
were, in fart,
ba called upon at any time to
perform a service,

Thug, i i3 pos
Chuven wasz an  ‘“inactive”
azent until 1968 when Hanoi
“Tapped him'' [or espionage
duties,

“Chuyen came to us highly
recommended hy  the South
Vietnamese,” Marasca said.
“When 1 tnnk aver Smith's
net, Chuven hard already been
rxtablished as  a  principal
agent,

“We brought him
Trang  and

tn Nha
eventiually  in
Saigon for  questipnipg,”
Marasco zaid, “"This waz all
hased on the photngzraph we
had  found. We put  hun
thraouzh  three  he  deleetor
examinations which he [lunked
micerahlv.” : :

It was early June of 14969
when Chnven's  puotse was
dizcovered, Retween the time
Chiven was hronzhi [ram Nha
Trang tn Saizon, Marasen hoad
gone hame o New lleraey on
emereency furlongi.

“When my leave was g,
he saul. "1 wonuld have har
only four wecks to scrve in

+-CIA-RDR80+01601. R000900090001 6
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that Chuven had-

North
Vietnamese agents who could

sihle  that

.




Mzcbe/ R. Lamberti et Crt/)erz;ze Lamour ont jtzzt Je tour dn monde pour
remonter tontes les filieres qui ménent aux vrais patrons de la drogue

"~ en pavot. Elles dépendent du plus o

¢« Si nous ne venons pas a bout de
ce fléau, c’est lui qui viendra a
hout de nous », s'exclamail, le
17 juin 1971, le président Nixon devant
des dizaines de millions de tclespt.c'tau,urc.
Les Etats-Unis ont, en effet, le triste pri-
vilege de compter le plus grand nombre
d’héroinomanes du monde plus d’un
demi-million actucllement, dont trois cent
mille’ pour la secule ville de New York
Plus de 50 % des crimes perpétrés dans

les grandes villes sont dircctement liés & la

drogue : on tue pour se procurer 'argent
nécessaire” &4-1'achat d'unc dose d’héroine.

Le phenomcne n'est pas senlement améri- .

cain : tous les pays européens voient croitre
4 une vitesse vertigincuse le nombre de
leurs héroinomanes. En France, ot la pé-
nétration de la drogue n’a été sensible qu'a
partic de 1968, on en compte déji vingt

mille. Et le ministére de la Santé estime.

que le pays pourrait compter cent mille
heromomancs cn 1976.

Caugzer la source

‘La drogue n’est plus un simple pro-
bléme dec police. Partant du principe évi-
dent, exposé derniérement & vn journaliste
américain de <« U.S. News and World
Report » par l'ancien directeur des Doua-
nes américaines, Myles J. Ambrose, et selon
lequel « on ne peut pas devenir toxico-
mane si l'on ne trouve pas de stupé-
fiants », ‘Washington a décidé de remon-
Ter & la source, c’est-a-dire A la produc-
tion' méme de 'opium, dont I'héroine est
un dérivé.’ '

Couper la source d’approvisionnement
des trafiquants, c’est intervenir dans les
-affaires des pays producteurs : de poli-
ciére, la lutte contre la toxicomaniec est
devenue politique. Se posant une fois de
plus en ¢ gendarmes du monde » mais,
.cette fois, pour une cause dont personne
ne songe i discuter te bien-fondé, ies Etats-
Unis se sont lancés dans une croisade que
d'aucuns jugent d'avance vouée & I'échec.

On produit, en effet, chaque année, dans
le monde, assez d’opium pour approvision-
ner les cing cent mille héroinomanes. amé-
ticains pendant cinquante ans
trois mille tonnes, dont la moitié scule-
ment est destinée 4 lindustrie pharmaceu-

deux &

PARIS, LE NCUVEL OBSERVATEUR
27 Nov = 3 Dec 1972

9

tique. Le reste passe sur le marché entre
les mains des trafiquants qui approvision-
nent les fumeurs d’opium ¢t les héroino-
manes.

Les trafiquants pcuvcnt se fournir & deux
sources différentes :

© 1) Les pays dans, lesquels la culture du
pavot est lépale et contrdlée par VElat,
mais oli une partic de la récolte échappe
aux autorités administratives.

® 2) Les pays dans lesquels la culture
du pavot est en principe interdite, mais
qui n'ont pas ics moyens matériels et poli-
tiques —-ou le désir — de faire respecter
cette loi.

La Turquie, troisiéme producteur mon-
dial, cntrait dans la premitre catégoric.
Jusqu'a ce que le gouvernement d’Ankara
décide de ‘proscrire la culture du pavot
sur tout le territoire turc & partir de 1972,
25 %% de la production d'opium était dé-

- tournée vers le marché clandestin, alors
qu'elle aurait di, en principe, étre cntxcxe—.

ment achetée par I'Etat. Ce pays n'est pas
le seul & comnnaitre pareil probléme. une
enquéte effectuée par le service stratégi-
que des renseignements du Bureau des Nar-

cotiques américain (B.N.D.D.) donnaif,
pour 1971, les chiffres suivants :
Production  Production
(1) écoulée écoulée
sur sur
le marché le marché
licite clandestin
" Turquie . ...uas 150 35 a 80
Inde .......cen 1200 25 . -
Pakistan .. ...... 3] 175-200
Iran . .......... 150 7
URSS. . ...... 115 ?
République popu-
taire de Chine 100 ?
Yougoslavie .... 0,83 1,7
Japon T ........ - - —
Triangle dor
(Thailande - Bir- }
manie - Laos) . 7150
Afghanistan 100-150
Mexique ... . 5-16

(l) 1y En tonnes.

Contrairemént. & ce que l'on pourrait
penser, les ¢ fuites > ne sont pas propor-

~

tionnelles & l'importance de la production
licite ni A celle des superficies cultivées

/104 : CIA-RDP80- 01601R00_
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moins grand sous-développement admini
tratif du pays concern¢ et de la capacil
des autorités locales & exercer un contrd
effectif sur les paysans,.au moment d
récoltes. o

Pourtant, méme des contrdles rigot
reux ne suffisent pas & éviter les détou
nements, compte tenu de la différence d
prix pratiqués sur le marché officicl et st
le marché clandestin. L'exemple de I'Inc
le prouve, oli, en dépit d’un systéme «
contréle gouvernemental cité en’ exemp
par toutes les instances internationales, |
fuites s'élévent 4 18 $% de la productic
totale. La Yougoslavie laisserait échapp
prés de 70 % de sa production. Le Paki
tan, enfin, qui produit iégalement six toi
nes d’opium, contribuerait pour prés
deux cents tonnes & l'approvisionncmce
des trafiquants.

Le pavot parteut

Dans une deuxiéme catégoric de pay
la preduction de Popium est illégale.
évidemment aucun organisn
d’Etat chargé de controler unc productic
qui, en prmcxpe n'existe pas. Clandestir
la récolte d’ opium est entiérement écoul

" sur le marché paralléle. Selon le B.N.D.L

ces pays contribueraient pour huit cent ci
quanie a mille tonnes a I'approvisionn
ment du trafic.

Drautres régions, sur lesquelles on
posséde absolument aucune informatic
produisent de l'opium en quantité apps
ciable : le Népal et, probablement, la Sy
et le Kurdistan irakien. On signale au

‘Papparition de champs de pavots en AN

rique du Sud. Conirairement i ce que I’
a souvent affirmé, la culture du pavot

requiert pas de conditions géographiqu
ou climatiques exccptlonnelles Elle réclar

. seulement une main-d’ceuvre abondante

bon marché car la récolte demande be:
coup de soins et de minutie.

Nombre de pays qui ne sont pas ¢
producteuxs traditionnels d’opium  pu

" raient, s’its le voulaient, s¢ mettre a culti'

du pavot. C'est le cas tour récent du -
pon. La producuon d'opium a, de ce i
tendance A croitre en fonction de la
mande et pourrait encore augmenter col
dérablement. Des indices nombreux s
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PYRRHIC PLOY

E. W. PFEIFFER ‘

Mr. Pfeiffer is professor of zoology at the University of
Montana and a co-author of Harvest of Death: Chemical
Warfare in Indochina (Free Press/Macmillan). He visited
Cambodia in 1969 and 1971 and was in Hanoi in 1970.

While on a visit to Hanoi in June 1970 my two compan-
jons and I met with Premicr Pham Van Dong. During the
conversation, 1 asked the Premier to evaluate Nixon’s in-
vasion of Cambodia which had occurred one month car-
lier. His .answer was straightforward: “It makes things
very favorable for the success of our revolution.” By
“our revolution” I suppgsed him to mean the revolution
of the Indochinese people against forcign invaders.

" How well does Premier Pham Van Dong’s 1970 evalu-

ation accord with the situation of Cambodia in Jate 19727
Recent dispatches from Indochina suggest that he knew
what he was talking about. According to the A.P. (Sep-
tember - 1), only one-third of Cambodia is still under
“Khmer Republic” control. Tt has beén revealed that the

- fanks used in the fall offensive against the An Loc area

(only a short distance from Saigon) came from the Chup
Rubber Plantation and nearby areas in Cambodia. These
are the very arcas that President Nixon characterized
in April 1970 as “Communist sanctuaries” that must be
cleancd out, :

" Two factors have been principally responsible for the
failure of Nixon's Cambodian policies. First, the Presi-

dent was badly misinformed about past U.5.-Cambodian-
Vietnamese relations and about thé situation on the Viet-
namese-Cambodian border prior to the March 1970
change in the Cambodian Govermment. For instance, in
his speech of April 30, 1970, announcing the U.S..in-
wvasion .of the Fishhook region of Cambodia, Mr, Nixon
stated: “Tonight American and South Vietnamese units
will attack the headquarters for the catire Communist
" military operation in South Victnam. This key control
center has been occupied by the North Vietnamese and
Vietcong for five years in blatant violation of Cambodia’s
neutrality.” Mr. Nixon, standing in front of a map of

Cambodia, put his finger on the little town of Mimot as

he made this accusation. That puzzled me a great deal,
for I had spent two days in and around Mimot about
four months before the U.S. attack, and knew it to be
controlied by French and Cambodian rubber interests.
Mahy Europeans were working there, and some of them
(e.g., a Belgian plant pathologist) were in complete
sympathy with the American cffort in South Vietnam.
These Europeans were Jiving with their wives and chil-
dren in an environment of complete tranquillity. We
asked many of them whether they had seen any sign
of North Vietnamese or Vietcong activity and they all
answered no. ' : ) '

My colleague A. H. Westing and I had visited the re-

gion to inspect the damage doge by a clandestine defolia-
“tion raid APPJQ\ledl ﬁ?ﬁlﬁ pase0l103/adst

200,000 acres of eastern Cambodia. Accerding to a letter

VclXreopsoote
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I received some months later from Sen. Frank Church,
the raid was carried out by Air America, a CIA airline,
for what purposes we still do not know. After the raid,
the Sihanouk regime asked that American officials visit
the region, with a view to making reparations for. the
‘damage. Although the U.5. Government to this day offi-
cially denies having carried out this operation, it did send
a tcam of experts, including Charles Minarik of the Chem-
ical Warfare Laboratories, U.5. Army, into the hiimot
region shortly after the raids. This team’s report describes
how they were flown over the region, driven through it,
and how they walked in it—just as Westing and I did
some months later. It is inconceivable to me that the
North Victnamese and Vietcong, who according to INixon
controlled the area, would have permitted an official U.S.
Government team to wander through what Nixon called
“the headquarters for the entire Communist military op-
erations in South Victnam.” After the invasion began it ..
was widely reported that no key control center could
be found. Some arms caches were reportedly uncovered
and, of course, a great deal of rice. The rice did not
greatly surprise me, since at the time we were there, the
main occupation, in addition to tapping rubber, was har-
vesting rice, : '
When speaking about the Cambodian “Communist
sanctuaries,” Mr. Nixon {ailed to mention that, on orders
of Prince Sihanouk, troops of the Royal Cambodian
Army had in fact swept these arcas about three months
before his invasion. The troops were Jed by Prince Sirik
Matak, a loyal American protégé and one of those later
involved in Sihanouk’s overthrow, Sihanouk ordered
Matak to search out and destroy all Communist-Viet-
namese positions in Cambodia, Paul Bennett of the Cam-

bodian desk of the State Department informed me in an
interview, March 22, 1971: “A Cambodian Army opera-
tion began in January of 1970 in a northcastern province
at approximately the time when Sihanouk left for France
and when Prince Sirik Matak was Acting Prime Minister,
They sent up a number of additional battalions, among
the better troops in the Cambodian Army, and carried
out a series of small sweeps generally in this area. They
did have, as I recall, a number of contacts with small
V.C. and North Vietnamese units. They found and de-
stroyed a number of small supply dumps, a relatively
small campsite, but there was no major contact with the
main North Vietnamese forces.” Where were the thou-
sands of North Vietnamese troops that Nixon said had
occupied the arca for five ycars? '

Besides being mistaken about the nature of the
so-called Communist sanctuarics in eastern Cambodia,
Mr. Nixon grossly misrcpresented the facts when he
stated that “Amecrican policy since 1954 has been to
scrupulously respect the ncutrality of Cambodia. . . .
North Vietnam, however, has not respected that neutral-
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~ 'B52 Raids Called’
A Signal

: -, By EDITH M. LEDERER

Approved For Release ZOOHQ:WMV AR-ROFBATIER

Associated Press

. SAIGON — U.S. B52 bomb-
ers continued their heaviest
raids of the war over North
Vietnam yesterday. .
The North Vietnamese For-
eign Ministry issued another
statement condemning the
‘bombing attacks, and Ameri-
.can military sources indicated
the raids were a signal to Ha-
‘not that the United States will
not stop its bombing below the
20th Parallel until a peace
agreement is reached. The
‘peace talks have gone into re-
. cess until Dec, 4. i -
7 U.S. officials disclosed that
& second B52 was damaged in
‘a surface-to-air missile attack
“:last week that claimed the
.first B52 combat loss of the
- Vietnam war. None of the six
crewmen on the damaged
plane was injured but two of
the
.downed aircraft were hurt,
U.S. officials In Vientiane,
Laos, also disclosed that an
Air America C7 Caribou cargo

", plane flying in support of Lao-

tian irregular forces, was shot
down by enemy antiaircraft
fire Thursday, Xilling two
Americans, a Thai and a Lao.
_Air America is backed by the
US. Central Intelligence
~Agency.

10th Lost in 5 Days

The Air America plane was
the 10th American aircraft lost,
in Indochina in five days, one
of the heaviest tolls in several
months. Six Amerlcans were
killed, 11 rescued  and three
are missing inihe crashes.

As reports circulate in Paris
of serious differences between
U.8. and Hanoi negotiators,
the North Vietnamese Foreign
Ministry sald the B52 attacks
$aid bare the deceitfulness of
the Nixon administration’s
professed desire to end its
. military involvement and re-
store peace.” . v
- In South Vietnam, tens of
thousands of marchers demon-
strated along a 50-mile stretch
of Highway 4 in an anti-
Communist protest to show
that the government is in con-

trel of the main road through
- the MekgmidiHidved- For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA

six crewmen on the '

'WASHINGTON STAR

The Air Force credited the
pilot of the downed B32 with"
saving ﬁ(zp-?ecret electrohd
o equipment from falling into

: ® J North Vietnamese hands%
%‘ G ~ a n @ E The Air Force praised Capt.
Norbert J. Ostrozny, 30, of
i : Lackawanna, N.Y., for guiding

The marchers carried flags the crippled bomber from
and banners demanding that North Vietnam into friendly
North Vietnamese troops get territory before it crashed.
out of South Vietnam and de-- U.S. officials said a SAM
claring that *“coalition with the missile exploded 150 feet off
Communists is suicide.”  the right wing of Ostrozny’s:

During the 24-hour peried aircraft near the North Viet.
ending at mnoon yesterday, the namese port of Vinh. Frag-
U.S. command reported 14 ments of the Soviet-built mis-
more B52 missions against sile set two outboard engines
North Vietnamese targets be- afire. They fell off and the
low the 20th Parallel. Sources two inboard engines then
said that brought to more than failed, dooming the big air-
200 the number of missions craft. ok U
against the North in the last h

five days, the heaviest BS2
raids of the war in the North,
The U.S. command said the
attacks were centered on sup-
ply caches awaiting shipment
to Laos and South Vietnam,
But the North Vietnamese.-
claim the Stratofortresses ere
bombing populated areas and
causing heavy civilian casual
ties and damage.
President Nixonhalted
bombing above the 20th Paral-
lel Oct. 23 ina move adminis-
tration officials described as a
good-will gesture following an-
nouncement of the draft
cease-fire agreement. i
Less than three weeks later,
air strikes were intensified be-
low the 20th Parallel to count-
er what American officials de-
scribed as an intensive North
Vietnamese supply buildup,

Heavy Ground Fighting

Since monsoon rains have
sharply curtailed strikes by
smaller fighter-bombers, the
B52s have undertaken the bur-
den of the bombing mission in
North Vietnam's southern pan-
handle.

On the ground, heavy fight-
ing continued in the central
highlands 15 to 20 miles south-
west of Pleiku City, Shellings
were reported at Dalat in the
highlands and at Cu Chi base
camp 18 miles northwest of
Saigon. No casualties were re-
ported. L e

. .

.
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i Enemy M ilitary Leaders to Show

- By MALCOLM W. BROWNE |

* Spectal to the New York Times

“.VIENTAINE, Laos, Nov. 25.
'«—There were ferris wheels

I and Charlie Chaplin movies
: and horse races and canacn
“dancers and a one-legged
Anmerican  stunt pilot to
entertain ‘both royalty and
revolutionaries at the That
Luang Fair.

The annual fair, which
-ended ioday, is a -two-week
festival just outside Vientiane,
-in which this. little country’s
‘citizens gather "to reaffirm

their faith in Buddhism and
. fealty to the King. .
{ It'is also an occasion for
spectacular displays . of the
kind of fraternizing between
enemies that has led some
- outsiders over -the years to
conclude that the war in Laos

g

It was taken for granted
.. this year that the  Commu-
“'nist-led Pathet Lao delega-
tion currently in Vientiane

" leaders of the Vientiane Gov-
*ernment in prostrating them-
selves before King. Savang

_ Vatthana, and the public was
not disappointed.

‘Asked why the Pathet Lao

“had participated in the an-

., nual profession of loyalty to
“the King, -their spokesman,’

- Set Petrasy, replied:

“We participate in religlous
. festivals because of our wish
- to show respect for the cus-

-toms and religion of our -

‘country.”
*" Nine

“this year, mainly to show
photographs of hfe in those
;countnes . L

.

»is not to be taken seriously..

+would join enemy military .

nations contributed -
- small pavilions to the fair .

STATOTHR

Res pect,

Bow to a King at a Fair in Laos

The French pavillion of-
fered a juggling act and

dancing the Soviet pavillion

showed movies of World War
I on an outdoor screén and

.the South Viectnamese dis-

played lacquerware, nuoc
fish sauce and other prod-
ucts.

But as King Savang Vat-
thana and the royal entour-
age, accompanied by the
Premier, Prince Souvanna
Phoumar made the rounds of
the pavilions, the first stop

was at the relatively elabo- -

rate American pavilion.

Inside, there were movies
of astronauts, recorded music
and a model of Niagara Falls.
The King paused politely
before each exhibit as it was
explained by Ambassador G.
McMurtie Godley. The diplo-
matic corps that followed
the King into the pavilion did
not include the Russians or
Chinese; they waited outside,

As the King emerped, the
Americans treated him to a
show that captured the at-

tention of most of the tens-

of thousands of people on the

_ fair grounds

_ tral Intelligence Agency.

Roaring out of the sultry
low overcast was a tiny white
biplane that pulled up just
over the King in a spectacular
display of aerobatics.

The King, the crown prince
and the Premier seemed to
be enjoying the show. but for
some of the spectators, the
show was not without em-
barrassment.

Word (was spread that the
pilot of the planc was James
H. Rhyne, a pilot of  Air
America, the quasi-military
airline operated by the Cens-

- Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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mlhtary jargon is a member |

of the Green Berets, Army

SAIGON. — An ad in the |specialists in sceret warfare.

English-language Saigon Post |

Saturday read:
_ “NHA Inc. has an immedi-

ale requircment for 200 addi-
Athl]ZlI aircraflt technicians . ..

due to contract expansion,

and skills are necded NOW.*
At the bottom were the

‘words: “U. S. citizens only.”

The ad was one of the first
open’ indications here of plans
for an American civilian advi-
sony corps to remain in South
Vietnam after a ccascfire.

NHA. INC. — one of the
larger American contractors
here — is sceking mainte-
nance men for South Vietnamn-
ese aircraft, both fighter
planes and helicopters.

~The ad represented only a
~ portion of the advisory corps’
- iceberg. .

The United States is devel-
‘oping plans in many fields for
advisers to maintain sophisti-
cated equipment, run comput-
ers, supervise cconomic as-
sistance — and a good dcal
more.

The force could casily sur-
pass 10,000 — and that figure
gould be an underestimate.

“YQU CAN BET that the
Joint Chiefs of Staff can do
more for South Vietnam than
- just help out technically.
They'll, want 10,000 qnake cat-
i ers in here for su1e one
spurce said.

*A “snake-cater” in Saigon

The draft peace agreenient
negotiated by Henry Kissinger

+and the North Viethamese in

Paris calls for withdrawal of
all U.S. military forces from
Vietnam within 60 days, but
says nothing about civilian
advisers.

It does say that the United
States will not “intervene in
the internal affairs of Soulh
Vietnam.”

AS NEARILY as can be dis-
cerned from various sources
here, all of whom would pre-
fer to talk of the advisory
corps in whispers, the civil-

. jans would fall into al least
~ three major categories: ‘
~U, S. CONTRACT person-

nel, working for companies
that sign up to do speeific
jobs, such as NHA’s aricraft
mainlenance work,

—ADVISERS to the Saigon
government in each of South
Victnam’s 44 provinces, {rom
the Mekong Delta to the de-
militarized zone.

—MEN TO KEEP an cye on

the hundreds of millions of .

dollars worth of cconomics as-
sistance that is cxpected fo

_pour in here to help rebuild |
. South Victnam, |
What all this adds up to is |
perhaps 5,000 to 6,000 contract *
_people; 500 to 1,000 ‘advisers, !

: most of them oumdc Saigon;

"'and a few thousand oversce-

. ing the spending of huge sums
LI .
in American money.

CIA- RDP80-0

COVERT MILITARY opera-

" tions — perhaps in the pattern
{ of Laos, where (b, CIA hag

been running ‘the Laotian v al

for years — would be another

possibility.

No one is willing to talk
about that, and decisions may
not yet have bcen made in
Washinglon on a covert ball-
game. Such decisions may be
held back until U. S. officials
determine whether Hanoi vio-
lates a ceasefire.

In Laocs, plainclotbes CIA
military advisers have been
attached to the U. S. Embassy

“in Vientiane as military at-

taches.

One big civilian contractor /

in Vietnam is Air America

.o ClA-controiled airline which

has played a ke role in the
Laotian War. :

“THE
are going o lall in the arca of
maintenance and Jogistics,”
said one official. ’

“rhe South Vietnamese are
going fu neced help in keeping
our sophisticated equipment
going. They do a pretty good
job, overail, but there are just
some things they can’t yet do
— at Jeast do well enough.”

In logistics, they'll nced
help primarily in running
U.S. computers, to keep track .
of mauntains of equipment .
and of -military units. And |
they are used in intelligence
work. '

GOVERNMENT  advisers
will be organized along the
lines of the present “CORDS,”
the ~U.S. “pacification”
effort. (The initials stand for

STATOTHR
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T A US. officer said it will

probably operate largely out !

of USIAD (U.S. Agency for |

International Development), |

AID, headed by former
" Michigan State  University
president John A. Hannah,

. has been used as a cover for

covert military operations in

Laos — much 1o llannah's |

distress.
CORDS has mamtam°d ad-

visers 1o South Vietnam's 44 ;

province chiefs and to ifs 272

districts. If a ceaselire agree-

RIGGEST coniracts

i

{

“Civil Operations and Rural :

Development Support.'”)

ment is signed, plans call for
continuing U.S. advisers at

only the province level. Still, -

they would travel extensively.

CORDS has about 1,300 ad-
visers in Vietnam. That num-
ber will probably be cut.

PRIMARY NEEDS in Viet-
nam, according to experts,
will be in agricultural advice,

public health and enginecring. ;
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-New book d

By JIM MORRELL
For Pacific News Service

o

E Harvard University, Jim Morrell has previously
“weritfen for scholarly journals in the Asian Studies
field.

“damned lie. You can say THAT!” We
“were asking, Arthur Berry Richardson
of New York, about reports that his air-
line, Air America, was one of .the big-
gest opium shippers in the world,
“We've discussed them at our board
meeting, these scurrilous articles.
“There's no substance {o them.”
- Last month Harper & Row published Alfred
McCoy’s long-awaited book, “The Politics of
Hcroin in Southcast Asia.” The heavily docu-
“mented book is based on some 240 interviews
Cwith CI'A agents, Burcau of Narcotics officials,

top Laotian military commatides, and opiums-
-growing Mco tribesmen. And il presented strik-
Jhg evidence that Air America has been flying

Meo-grown opium out of north- and northeast
- Laos ever since 1963.

|
When asked : specifically about McCoy’s

interviews with the Mco opium farmers whose

-harvest was flown out on Air Ameriea, all Ar-
thur Richardson would say was: “Some guy
-thinks he's clever. Just take my word for it.
Goodby!"*

Interviews with the publicity-shy directors .

of Air America tend to be brief but emotional
affairs. For yedrs Air America, the CJA's “pri-
vate” charter airline in Southeast Asia, has
indignantly denied any involvement in the
Southeast Asian hercin traffic, This year,
* though, fewer people than ever seem inclined
to take their word for it. :
MOTY0 IS NO IDLE BOAST
Air America’s motto is “ Anything, Anytime,
Anywhere — Professionally’” and it is no idle
‘boast. From dusty airstrips in {he Meo hill
~country they have been airlifting the raw
opium to laboratories in Long Chieng or Vieti-
ane where it is refined into No. 4 heroin (90 to
99 per cent pure), then smuggled abroad by
Corsican gangsters or Laoctian diplomats for
ultimate disposal in U.S. markets, :
The Opium Trail leads from the poppy ticlds
of the Southeast Asian “Fertile Triangle” (of
Burma, Thailand, and Laos which now produce
over 70 per cent of the world’s opinm supply)
to Saigon, Hong Kong, or Marseilles, and then
" right to the wailing arms of America's estimat-
ed one million heroin users. . .
In separaie interviews, Laotian Gens. Oupane
Rattikone and Thao Ma both told McCoy that
Air America began flying opium to markets in
- Long Chieng AoV d F 6P Relcase

\
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A docl:toml candidate in Chinese Hisfory at

“WASHINGTON, D.C. — “H's a
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Rattikone was until last year owner of the larg-
,~‘est heroin refinery in Southeast Asia. Gen,
- Thao Ma is former commander of the Laolian

Air Force.

After several more interviews in Vientiane,
McCoy told us he took a bus out of Luang
Prabang, hitched a ride in g government truck
and, when the road gave out, started hiking
over the mountains. By nightfall he reached a
small village, spending a sleepless night under

a thin thatched roof.

“There was always-the sound of a plane
somewhere,” he said, “Sometimes it was far
away and sometimes it seemed right overhead.
And every so often you would hear the sound of

its mini-guns poing off—600 rounds a minute at .\ g < e e o ;
 who knows what, anything that sets off ifs fighting the Pathet Lao. Ger Su Ynag complic

DP80-01601R0GIIGVIIA0c6rerinced by pony car

g Pao’s men. Put the 1969, 1970 ar

1971 opium harvests were flown out in A
America UIT-1II “Huey” helicopters.
RENDEZVOUS IS DESCRIBED :
District Officer Ger Su Yang described

. ...rendezvous with Air America: “Mco officer

s with three or four stripes (captain or majol
came from Long Chiengz 1o buy our opiun
'They came in American helicopters, perhap
two or three men at a lime. The helicopte
‘leaves them here for a few days and they wal
to villages over there (swinging his arm in
semi-circle in the direction of Gier Goot, Lon
Makkhay and Nam Pac), then come back her
and radio Long Chieng to send another helico;
ter for them. They take the opium back to Lon
‘Chieng.” The pilots were always Americans
and the Meo army traders did the buying.

. The head man of Nam Ou, a Lao Theun
-village four miles north of Long Pot, confirme
the distriet officer’s account. In 1963 and 197
Meo officers helicoptered into Tan Son village
hiked to Nam Ou, and purchascd the opiun
harvest, then continued on their way to Nar
Suk and Long Pot.

The harvest of 1971 may well have bee
Long Pot’s last. In return for the rice drops an
opium purchases, Vang Pao and ihe CIA ke
demanding soldiers. \JSAID (United States Ag
cney for Imternational ]")‘e\'e]opmem) built .
school in the village, and “Mr. Pop” (Idga
3uell, then the CIA’s chicf operative in Laos
had high hopes for the place, but in 1970 Van
Pao demanded that all the young men in th
village including 15 year-olds join his arms

infrared detectors,. anything that moves or and they weve flown away by Air America hel;

breatlies or gives off warmth,”

copters in late 1970,

The next morhing dcCoy and an interpreter " Bu]t] 1’epnf‘1fs of lllct'avy) C?SLIH]:‘ﬁGEI(NC?TnSe ig o
walked down from the mist-enveloped moun- the village refused to seng Mere. Ll Su Xang
fains into the village of Long Pot, 10 miles west Sescribed what happencd next: “The Amer
of the Plain of Jars. There, under the shadow €ans in Lf’““ («h‘?’}g _s%u? I ’mf“' 5;”‘“1 all the
of 6,200-foot Mt. Phou' Phachau, which domi- €5t of our men. But '}l"ge ;’50§1-‘:"’ td £y stoppec
hates the cntire distriet, McCoy had reached dropping rice to us. The last rice TOP Was i
the head of the Opium Trail. ‘ i;qul:;fgf; gl(‘: %fe'i?.YILL AGERS

i TRADFITON OF POLITICAL POWER SWER TO IBE VILLAGERS o

The village of Long Pot is a Meo community . 513}1'%%}*5‘;1’ 2);" a)»t]}(l,lsp\:ias Sie Sﬁ:lsl c{;p?:tzi
of 47 wooden dirt-floored houses, It is one of 12 t?)e L(;H"xlgé’gey:) e e 7 1o light and 1o
Aeo and Lao Il‘heung villages that make up o 1<1I v o :m ot e e
Long Dot District. One of the oldest Mco vil- WU nel(l , 1el c?d'p';l eanitary Plastic b-m"p
lages in Northeast Laos, it has a tradition of po- Sionally wrappe ; N A Sf% ol 1 comeen

-litical power and is the home of District Officer insé;’;}gﬁ E)I;Xké(]‘%i;m;fi\?e fh(?h‘ :"‘;[‘On’; ?Egg
Ger Su Yang. According to Ger Su Yang, the 308 . *PING & e L 03,
village households produce 15 kilos (33 pounds) ?hhf fgfntgliC‘\;e]?:;hg;gyalg)‘;’}ﬁ%? lé}]ig;gef(’,}ggs
of opium aplece. They are guarantecd an ade- o JRLRE I
quate food supply by Air America rice drops. ?{qﬁe tgecx;}ﬁsc}lgﬂﬁi ‘;’ ég]“éi i‘:lllg'sorzrgggg

In return, officers of the CIA's “clandestine Loc Cf?' lv 101 gee ¢ -

- army” (led by -ﬂ]e I\Ipo Chicftain meg Pao) nEongKi’nobt"q 1972 opium harvest was desiroy
}‘)ay~ them fa h]g)h price for the opium. The cd when “allied” fighters napaimed the village
C?Xme of Vang Pac's money, of course, js the and three nearby Lao Theung villages. And

[ v . B I U R AL Y L . » gt s 13 Ny ” -

- Long Pot is one of the few remainig areasin vietnam’s I\ahongl lee.i‘_“’“f‘h} ‘1})‘,” zigznr]tec‘g
Northeast Laos where opium history can still that on Jan. 10, 1972, units of the Lao People’s

T . y . . iberati : took Long Pot.
be observed: close enough to Long Chieng still Liberation Army took Long Po .
N T g py > Because of the fighting, in fact, Laos will
to be control} ed .hy Vaf]g Pao bu.t far en{)’ugh.to only account for a fraction cf Southeast Asia’s
escape the .fzght}ng. The Meo iribesmen’s 01_1]y estimated 1,000-ton 1972 harvest, and Alr
cash crop is opium, and the CIA's deal with America may be shipping more desd bodies

Vang Pao, badly put, comes to this: you send than opium this year. ) .

us soldiers and we’ll buy your opium. - ¢ Revel‘ati(}ns like these in MecCoy’'s ho:

The 47 households’ harvest of 700 kilos of ;

nervous that they contacle

opium will yield 70 kilos of pure morphine base made ihe CIA so ne
alter it has been boiled, processed and pressed
into bricks. Then further processed in one of
lie region’s scven heroin labs, the Long Yot
harvest will yield 70 kilos of No. 4 heroin.
Worth $500 to the vilagers of Ieng Pot, it will
-bring $225,060 on the streels of New York or

San Francisco. .
Formerly Long Pot’s opium harvest was

$oaiiowa AR EPBBO 1SS iRbAseO0OSo 8 1
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the publisher and ingisied on a prior review, a:
unprecedented move. Afler consideralile arrd*
twisting, Harper & Tiow reluctantly agreed, ’f{“
found the CIA’s critique of the book unirn;.wzﬂfs
sive and went ahead with publicatinn anywa Y- _

Since the CIA is Air America’s majer %
tractor, the trail of responsibility leiuis dir-8CH

to the Execcutive Branch of the U.S. ;V‘:“Z‘;l
- . ¢ the <AV o
ment. It neatly undercuts all the Whit
!
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The U.S. has assured Saigon puppet Presigent Nguyen Van Thieu it will not sign any agreement allowing
South Vietnara’s patriotic forces any parhcxpatmn in governing the country, United Press International said

‘yesterday.

The Nixon Administration move was the latest in maneuvers to back out of the agreement reached Oct.
8 with the Bemocratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vlcmam), and in effect was the equivalent of Thieu’s re-

jection of a coalition governnzent.

“ Reports from the Pentagon yes--

terday stated that the U.S. is rush-
ing hundreds of new warplanes to

Thiew’s forces, while UPI news- .
man Walter Logan quoted a high--

ranking U.S. Army officer in New

York as revealing that U.S. ad- -

visers would remain in South Viet-
nam ecven if all U.S. troops are
. withdrawn.

" By WALTET LOGAN

NEW YORK, Nov. 3 (UPI) —
cease-fire in Vietnam will not end
the American presence there,
_ even, if all U.S. troops are with-
drawn, a high ranking U.S. Army
officer told UPI today.

The officer, himself a veteran

of the Vietnamese army training

program, said a large group of
~ civilian advisers would remain
after the -cease-fire to aid the
South -Vietnamese armed forces
but that the advisory group would
consist largely of a brain trust of
- young West Point graduates work-
ing as an unofficial joint chiefs of
- staff. . .

The officer. said the first of

these civilian advisers already'

had arrived in Saigon and were
consulting with U.S. officers and
South Vieinamese military offi-
cials on the future program.

The program would amount to a
continuation of the Vietnamization
program but with the Arnerican
civilians advising the South Viet-
namese command not only on war-

NLogansstoryfollows . s fare techniques but on training

programs for the South Vieinam-
ese armed forces, the officer said.
The program would, in effect,

A - put the United States. back where

it started in South Vietnam. In the
early days of American involve-
ment in Vietnam in 1500 there was

only a handful of military advisers.

The advisory group in South
Vietnam would to a large extent
resemble the program carried ott
in the “‘secret war” in Lzos and to
a lesser extent in Cambodia, the
officer said. The Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA) trained and
equipped the army of Maj. Gen.
Yang Pao, Mco hill tribesmen who
operated out of a once secret base
at Long Tieng.

‘The CIA-financed group in Laos
even has its own airline, Air

America, and such an arrange-
ment presumably could be used in
South Vietnam and Cambodia.

In recent years West Point
graduates expert in training pro-
grams and still in the U.S. mili-
tary service, carried out wide-
spread officer training programs
in South Vietnam in hopes the
South  Vietnamese eventually
would be able to handle their own
training programs on warfare
geared o American weapons.

U.S. military advisers also
accompanied South Vietnamese
Units in the field and worked di-
rectly with the troops, a practice
that tapered off, Some advisers
-are still working with the South
Vietnamese, the Army officer
said.

The officer was mainly con-
cerned with the South Vietnamese

-‘/Army but said there presumably
W

would. be similar programs of
advising the South Vietnamese
Air Force and Navy. None of ths
training programs were men-
tioned in the cease-fire agreement
worked out by Presidential ad-
viser Henry A. Kissinger and the
North Vietnamese.
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An Bmerican

- who once micked
the targets telis

e ram

lae seerel amir

war Im haes

By Seymour M. Hersh

Seymour M. Hersh is g member of The Times's
Washington bureau. His latest book is “Cover-Up:
The Army’s Secret Investigation of the Massacre
at My Lai 4. :

- Jerome J, Brown could easily be mistaken for a
typical American businessman living abroad. He's
30 years old, slightly beefy, profane and constgmt!y

- wears oversized sunglasses. He's now a partner in
a management consulting firm headquartered in
Malaysia, where he lives with his Indonesian wife
and their young son.

Brown has been in Southeast Asia less than
seven years, but he knows it extremely well. He
-should. He was once in charge of bombing parts
of it.

For 18 months, beginning in early 1967, Capt.
Jerry Brown operated covertly as the chief Air
Force targeting official for the secret air war in
Laos., He was assigned to Project 404, a still-
classified bombing operation personally controlled

by the American Ambassador to Laos. And for
more than a year before his assignment to Laos,
" Brown — then a lieutenant — worked as a highly
trained photo-intelligence specialist for the Seventh
Air Force in Saigon. Later in his career, he was
assigned the key job of writing intelligence man-
uals for Southeast Asia reconnaissance operations.

Because of the secrecy, Captain Brown never
wore his uniform in Vientiane, Laos’s capital.
He dressed instead in another uniform: business

- 'suit, white shirt and tie, and he carried papers
identifying him as an employe of the Agency
for International Development (A.LD.). He worked
in an unmarked building in the center of the
city, "along with more than 100 other Air Force
and Army attachés who were also clandestinely
assigned. His job was a remarkable one for a junior
Air Force officer—picking targets for a secret
bombing war carried out under the direction of the
American Ambassador. .

Captain Brown left the Air Force in late 1968
and began his business consulting career in Malay-
sia, but he kept in touch with former colleagues
and with the air war. On a recent business trip
to the United States—only his second visit since
1968—the former officer agreed to a wide-ranging
interview, -in violation of his agreement not to

disclose clasﬂ'ﬁb FoVFEdsF b r'Relialet 200
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that an insider has
war.”

That war has evolved into a steady procession
of rainy-season offensives by the Pathet Lao and

publicly discusséd the “secret

North Vietnamese. The other side has gained stead-'

ily and now controls at least two-thirds of the
territory and about half of the three million popu-
Jation of Laos. In essence, the United States' mis-
‘sion in Laos is still the same as it was five years
ago, when Captain Brown first reported for duty
in Vientiane. Bombing wasn’t working militarily
in Laos or in' North Vietnam then, and—according
to recently published United States intelligence
estimates—it still has failed to slow down the
Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese operations, de-
spite causing widespread damage and many deaths

. in both North Vietnam and Laos,

There was little in Brown’s background to sug-
gest he would become a maverick.- A number of
his former colleagues and superiors, while reluctant
to discuss specifics, had high praise for him. “He's
a very respectable guy in our business,” one high-
ranking Air Force intelligence officer said at the

Pentagon. Another officer said simply, “He’s credi- -
ble.” And another privately confirmed many of '

Brown’s facts and specific recollections.

Brown was born in Newark and attended the
College of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., earning
a bachelor’s degree in 1964. His family, moderately
‘wealthy, now lives in Wilmette, I, a high-income
suburb of Chicago. Brown's biggest passions, be-
fore Vietnam, were golf, baseball and a sports car
his father bought him for his 17th birthday.*

“When 1 first came back to the States in 1970,
- he said, “I wasnt ready to sit down and talk. I

don’t care now. I think the country’s ready for it.

Something has to be done.”
Brown is convinced that what was wrong with

the air war in the nincteen-sixties is still Wrong..

- *“The bombing can't work and the senior air officers

would never totally present the picture as it really
was. The politicians and the ambassadors and the.

Presidents are continually being lied to,” Brown
said during the interview, which took place at
the Waldorf Astorla Hotel in New York.

He described what he said were the two most
important “myths’ about the air war: “One, that
bombing is accurate” and two, “that when it's
accurate it totally destroys targets, which it
doesn’t.”

He cited a number of examples that demon-
strated, he said, tuat the North Vietnamese—de-
spite the heavier bombing and improved reconnais-
sance technology of the ninetcen-seventies—were
capable of coping. Among them: their ability to
move scores of Russian-built tanks without detec-
tion down the Ho Chi Minh Trail in the months
before the North Vietnamese offensive this April.
The tanks were deployed around the province cap-
ital of Anloc, which was later besieged. :

“Even the laser bomb can’t make a difference,”
Brown said. “It’s an agrarian society. We can
knock out a bridge at Thanhhoa [in North Vietnam)]
and they’ll go down river 10 miles and ford it
there. We can knock out all the electricitv and
they'll burn wood. We can mine Haiphong Harbor
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[ e cool, clear January morning
“in 1970, 1 journesed upward
through the junele-covered hills on
the Thai-Burma border (o interview a
contingent of the Kokang Revolu-
tionary VForce, a band of Burmese
gucrrillas, about their revolt against
the povernment in Rancoon, The talk
around the campfire that dayv was not
of revolutionary struggle, however,
but of smuggling apium. And their
chiclworry was not the Burmese army
but the remnants of Chiang Kai-
shek's  Nationalist Chinese whose
gear-wheel flag could be scen floating
over Thai territory on the next moun-
taintop. ’

Even as recently as 1970 the mud-
died politics of the opium-growing hill
tribes and the American agents who
operate among them like white gods
seemed the stufl of Eric Ambler nov-
¢ls, a problem for Asians perhups but
not a big worry for Americans, But
even then the pure heroin refined from
Southeast Asian opium was finding its
way into the bloodstreams of Ameri-
can Gls. The infection now shows
every sign of following them home.

Alfred McCay, a 27-vear-old Yale
Ph.D. candidate, has spent the last
two years unrin eling this complex sit-
uation. It is his thesis that Southeast
Asiaisrapidly replacing Turkey as the
main source of heroin in the U.S. By
supporting the very people who are
most invohved in the trade, moreover,
our gavernment has itsell become in-
volved in the passage of opium as
“simply an inadvertent consequence
of its Cold War tactics,”
<" The CIA has given a boost to the
book’s sales by foolishly asking 10
read the manuseript before publica-
tion. The CIAs lawyers said the bock
“could create an accepted myvih that
the CLA has been involved in the drug

the manuscript seemed pathetically
thin, 'or example, the CIA denied
any “‘substantial”™ contact with the
Nationalist Chinese forees in South-
cast Asia alter 1951, But McCoy puts
his sources, including a former CIA
operative, on the record to the con-
trary. The debate breaks down over
the meaning of the word “substan-
tial.” Again, the CIA denies that Air

traflic.™ Yet their written criticism of

LITE

- P
T A packet of
high-quality heroin

THE POLITICS OF HEROIN IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
by ALFREO VY. KcGOY (Harper & Row) §10.95

America, the CIA contract airline in
Lzaos. carries opium. But Air America
pilats are cantract soldiers of forune,
and, in the bars of Vientiane, they of~
ten admitted to ir,

One should remember, however,
that opium-growing has long been a
way of life to the hill tribes, and as
such is netther illegal nor immoral.
Once the political decision was made
1o arm the tribesmen in the anu-Com-
runist cause it became inevitable that
the agency would become at least tan-
gentially involved in opium. Jronical-
ly, the ClA-based clandestine Meo
army have béen all but run out of the
opium-growing arcas of northcast
Laos.

7 he book is much more than an ex-
Bposc’ of CIA aclivitics, however.
McCoy lays out the whole history of
the opium trade, going back to colo-
nial and precolonial times, and ex-
plains in detail how the svstem works
today. But though he paints a clear
picture of governmental corruption in
our client states and of the political
vacuum in northern Burma, where
most of the world's opium grows, it is
stilf difficult ta accept his conclusion
—that the answer to the problem lics
not in curing addiction at home or in
smashing the syndicates, but in erad-
icating produetion in Southcast Asia.
“The American peaple will have to
choose between supporting dogged-
Iy anti-Communist governmients in
Southeasl Asia or getling heroin out
of their high schools,” he concludes.

Unfortunately, the long history of
our invalvement in Southeast Asia
has shown that we seldom have the
leverage over our clients required to
impose this Kind of solution. It is
questionable whether even the most
intensive  economic or diplomatic
pressure could completely cut out the
deeply ingrown opium business lvom
that region. Andif not Southeast Asia,
arc there not other fields in which
poppics cangrow? [fwe have foundwe
cannot be the world's policeman, can
we hope to become the warld's nare?

hy H.0.5. Greenvay

AMr. Greemvay is a former chicf of
TisEs Banghok burcau.
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By Ilchard E. War
* In Laos the Nixon (Imhmu of using bonibs and dollars 1o support:
reactionary forces is sulfering serious setbuacks.

The bombs which primarily Kill and maim civilians have not been
able to stop or blunt the liveration forees led by the Lao P iriotic
Front (Pathet Lao). And sharply increased U.S. military aid to its
mercenaries in Laos has not been able (o raise the morale of these
forces still cxperiencing heavy losses annually, especially in recent
years.

Once the pro-U.S. mercenary force of 30,000, directed nad
financed by the CIA, consisted almost entirely of Lao minoriites,
mainly Mco, led by the Meo Gen. Vang Pao. Now after a decade of
operations the Meos have been bled white in the service of the U, S.
and no amount of money can replenish their ranks in Vang Pao’s
forces. The CIA has had to turn to other minorities and to
“volunteers” from the military forces of Thailand to fight {or the
U.S. in Laos. .

Thai troops now consmu(c the majorily of Vang Pao's secret
army which operates virtually independent of the Vientiane
government. Their orders come from the U.S, embassy and in
particular from ambassador G. McMurtrie Godley, w ho relishes
informal titles like ficld marshal and procounsul given to him by the
press.

Offensive bogged down

Vang Pac’s mercenary {roops are now cngaged in their annual
offensive. This drive, which began in mid-August, is reportedly
bogged down and being turned back by the Pathet Lao earlier than
ever before, even during the present rainy season when \mually all
advantages are with the pro-U.S. forces.

The main CIA-backed operations customarily begin during the
rainy season because during that period ground transportation, the
only means available to liberation forces, is extremely difficult at
best and in some rc‘gions even impossible. While the Iiberation
forces must fight under this disadvantage, the CIA’s mercenaries
have U.S, aireralt providing transport and logistical support as well
as tactical and stratepic bombing support.

But despite these advantages, Vang Pao's troops are engaged in
what is probably their weakest offensive ever. Starting from Long
Cheng, the once top-sceret CIA base, Vang Poo's troops have
moved against the Plain of Jars. Detailed information has been
entirely withheld from the press, an indication that the drive is
failing, which is the conclusion of few assessments made by Western
press sources. *

In a report in'the Sept. 23 Far Fastern Economic Review, D.E.
Ronk, writing from_Vientiane, noted the disparity between official
V.S, claims that Vang Pao was making satisfactory progress and the
reality “that (pm;‘rcss) ifany...is bcmse made at a snail's pace.”

Ronk adds that Vang Pao’s forces scattered around the edges
of the Plain of Jars are bunn hit hard, while “progress toward the
plain itself has been slow, to say the least; probably it has now
stopped.” As for the near future Rook, an experienced observer in
Laos, writes:

Precarious hold

“"Most observers in Vicntiane, including military
concerned for the safety of Long Cheng while Vang Pao’s best
troops are on the offensive. Long Cheng's defenses are being
b coed by UApproved PorReleas 20040
by Communist fofces, .., This year, Vang a0's grip on the Long
Cheng-Sam Thong defense line is precarious, at best, with most of
the outer Hne ton milee narik and anortheast of the hase in Com-

mcn, are

munist hands, Fg\v in Vicatiane would be surprised if the Com-
munists managed to sweep Long Cheng-Sam Thong into their
control before the end of the current rains, then turned on Vang
Pao's isolated forces around the plain 20 miles to the northeast.”

Last winter, liberation forces mounted a threc-month sicoe of
Long Cheng during which the CIA-mercenary base was evicuated
for a period. The siege was maintained in the face of unprecedented
U.S. bombing and despite wide deployment of Thai troops who

suffercd heavy casualties. The heavy losses taken by the rcactionary

troops, including Vang Pao’s Meo forees, has caused serious morale

H

[P R

_problems among all their elements.
. For leading the Meo into disasters year after year, the CIA and

Vang Pao arc meeling increasing resistance to recruiting among the
relatively few able-bodied potential soldiers lelt among the Meo,
who once readily took up arms for relatively high mercenary wages
in impoverished Laos, Those still in uniforms are, according to the
New York Times correspondent Fox Butterfield, “bedeviled by
exhaustion after many years of war, ...

Butterfield, in a Sept. 27 dispateh, confirms the dismal outlook
for the pro-U.S. forces in a.report sent from the Long Cieng
headquarters at Vaig Pao. Although the general appeared
“encrgetic,” Butterficld states that his troops arc “reportedly
exhausted by last spring’s fighting and nfruid of the Communists’
newly introduced 130-mm long-ranpge guns,’

One featurc of the current fighting is that the liberation forees did
not fall back during the rainy season, leaving many units in place. In
past vears, Vang Pao's advances and “victories” were generally

~achieved with virtually no opposing forees on the scene and his

farces could entrench themselves before having to face the
liberation troops. '

Fill the breech

It is doubtful that ‘T'hai forces will be able to fill the breech of the
depleted ranks of Vang Pao’s troops. The U.S. is currently spending
at least $100 million to support Thai troops in Laos, but despite their
mercenary wages of many times the pay of regular Thai troops, the
heavy [lighting has reportedly dampened their entbusiasm. One
indicator of thisis a 30 percent desertion rate among Thai troops in
Laaos. .-

Secrecy stillvenshrouds many aspeets of U.S, operations in Laos,
apparently in order to disguise violation ' of Congressional
restrictions, Congress has prohibited -the"U.S. from  [financing
mercenarics recruited outside "Laos. The Nixon-administration
sidestepped that barrier by calling the Thai troops and airmen in
Laos “volunteers.” The Thai government denics any role although it
allows recruiting from the regular armed services and supplies Thai
officers to command the CIA units in Laos. The charade is main-

tained by giving the Thais Laotian names and Laolmn xnhlary
identification cards.

in a preface to a Senate Forcign relations commiltee report
issued in May, Sen. Stuart Symington (ID-Mo.) observed that the
administration was violating the Congressional ban on the use of
Thai troops in Laos. He said that Congress bad virtually' no control
over CLA programs, in part, because of Congressional abdication of
responsibility as well as because of administration furtiveness,

“It &s a fact,” stated Symington,“that not only the American
pmple but even the proper committees of Congress, have not been
given much detail of our use of Thai jrregulars in Laos, ... This is

#CIARDPS0L0160+ROG090000001LEns of dollurs of ap:

propriated monics are involved.”
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THE CALM
IN THE EYE
OF. A STORM

Houei Sai: Air America-US AID base
operations at the airport here waggish-
ly identifies itself as “Houei Sai Inter-
national.” But on detailed maps of
Laos the only maps on which it ap-
pears — this place is still shown as
“Ban Houei Sai” — a village. Today
Houei Sai is both village and interna-
tional settlement, and many other
- things besides: regional supply centre,
‘Mekong River port, customs and immi-
gration point, tourist by-road and, ac-
cording to the grapevine, headquarters
for a substantial spy network.

Houa Khong Province, in which
Houei Sai is located, is no stranger to
flux or intrigue. Bordered on the
northeast by China (Yunnan), on the
west and southwest by Burma and on
the southeast by Thailand, the pro-
vince has been the home in recent cen-
turies of a large number of tribal peo-
ples pressed generally southward. Its
hills, for example, have provided sub-
sistence to increasing numbers of
Sinitic peoples including Yao, Lahu,
lkau and various Miao groups who
have entered Laos through Yunnan —
or indirectly, through Burma — in the
past 150 years. Its valleys have shelter-
ed lowland groups such as the Thai
Dom and the Lue peoples.

Yet Houei Sai itsclf seems an unlike-
ly candidate for intcrnational noto-
riety. Situated on the Mekong in the
southernmost corner of the province,
“its only road link with the rest of Laos
— even when the country was nominal-
ly united — was through the capital at
Louang Nam Tha. In recent years,
approximately two-thirds of the pro-
vince including Namm Tha has been
firmly in the hands of the Pathet Lao;
today, Pathet Lao or Thai communists
.(or both) exercise control over Me-
kong River traffic east and southwest
from Pekbeng. Houei Sai thus is com-

. pletely cut off from surface contact
with the rest of the country. As a con-
sequence, while postal communica-
tions and some urgent supplies reach
here from Vientiane by air, the prin-
cipal supply route is through Thailand.
In fact, with Thai-Laotian border con-
trols extyl

pprovedifor Reléase 200108

Laotian side of the river find it a sim- -

ple matter to do their trading in Thai-
land, at Chieng Khong or Chieng Rai.
And most transactions here seem to be
in baht, not in Loatian kip.
Paradoxically, the war, which com-
pleted Houei Sai’s isolation from the
rest of Laos, has also raised its import-
ance — if not to Laos itself at least to
the Americans. US concern with Pe-
king’s assistance to Hanoi and to the
other communist forces in Indochina
undoubtedly led Washington several
years ago to undertake surveillance of
Chinese activities in Yunnan. (The
Chinese-built road from Yunnan to
Muong Sai and from Muong Sai to
Pakbeng — and ‘ultimately, it would
seem, to the Thai border — is evidence
of China’s similar concern with deve-
lopments in the region.) Because of its
proximity to China and also its mino-
rity groups with Yunnan ties, Houa
Khong was a “logical” base for espion-
age activities directed at the Yun
Ching area. And for security and stra-
tegic reasons, Houei Sai, with its ready
access to northern Thailand, offered

the only reasonable centre from which

to operate the multiple activities that
make up the intelligence opcratlon in
northern Laos.

The changes in the internatlonal
political situation have produced some
changes here (although fewer than one
might expect). Since the partial rap-
prochement early this year, Washing-
ton has been under some compulsion
to avoid the kind of espionage acti-
vitics within China that it once might
have undertaken; at the same time, it
has less reason for concern regarding
‘developments at the border. On the
other hand, there are large numbers of
Chinese — a recent estimate said
20,000 — currently engaged in build-

ing a road not far east of Houei Sai.
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When completed, this road could well
sever this area permanently from the
rest of Laos.

 For reasons that are not hard to
conjecture, the US has made no at-

tempt to interrupt the construction of

the road. But it is intensely aware of

the Chinese presence here in northern

Laos. Whether or not the US mission

continues to send spies into Yunnan, it

is certain that it continues to collcct

intelligence on Chinese and North

Vietnamese activities here.

The Yao people, many of whom are
fluent in the Haw dialect and whose
written language utilises Chinese ideo-
graphs, have been employed most fre-
quently to gather informatjon on the
Yunnanese. But it is probable that all
of the tribal peoples and particularly
those classed as refugees have been
used as informers to some degree. -
Even Houei Sai’s small colony of Lahu,
who come from Burma, owe their new
houses and their air of prosperity, we
are told, to their diligence in passing
information to the Americans.

The presence of a significant num-
ber of tourists passing through Houei
Sai seems'to support the claim that the
immediate area is quite secure. (These
are penerally students and other young
people en route from Luang Prabang
to Chieng Rai — either through Chieng
Khong, directly across the Mekong, or
via Chieng Saen, five hours up-river by

- boat and almost on the Burma bor-

der.) But there is anotlier aspect to the
security picture here. As the tourist
traffic indicates, the major highways
between here and Chieng Rai have not
been seriously threatened. In June,
however, both Chieng Khong district
and Chieng Kham to the south were
declared sensitive areas by the Thai
Communist Suppression Operations
Command and hill peoples in the re-
gion ordered to move out. At the same
time, military operations against Thai
insurgents were stepped up. In many
ways, Houei Sai’s calm today, it seems,
could be equated with that in the eye
of a storm.

It is doubtful that the Vientiane
Government is much concerned with
Houei Sai today. (Concerning its eco-
nomic potentialities, one AID official
says cynically: “The French took the
wrong side of the river.”) It has bigger
problems, much closer to Vientiane.
For the Americans, the Thais and
SEATO, however, Houei Sai i 1s in a cri-
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IFNTIANE Laos — Still savoring
his  cigar after a three-course

Juncheon washed down with French

. wines, G. McMurtrie Godley answered

the felephone, postponed his tennis
game, dashed to his sedan and was

"driven off at top speed.

“Wheatburner 50 to Wheatburner

Base,” he intoned into the car's radio-

telephone, “heading for airport — ten-

; four.” The rush mission of American
. Ambassador Godley on an otherwise
_ sleepy recent afternoon in the Laotian
- capltal turned out to be a false alarm
¢ of sorts. There was just a chance that
. three captured American pilots North
. Vietnam had agreed to release might

: be on board the regular weckly Aecro-

. flot flight which was arriving from
: Hanol ahcad. of schedule, And “Mac”

v

'

t

i Godley wanted to be on hand just in

: case the men accepled. his personal
: suggestion they disembark and accept

. U.S. government iransportation home
rather Ahan continue in the company
- of their antiwar chaperones.

While Russians in sports shirts and

. North Vietnamese in pith helmets and

busmess suits streamed off the Iyu-
“shin 18, Godley saw that the pilots
‘were not among the passengers, got
back into the car and headed home to

tchange for tennis. “Forty-five minutes
¢is about all the tennis I can take in
“this age anyway.”

At 55, Godley has been going at this
pace for more than three years in Laos
and, for that matter, ecver since he
graduated from Yale, class of ’39. Part
proconsul, part traditional striped-

‘pants diplomat and part general, God-

ley personally directs the no longer
quite so secret American war in Laos
—and loves every minute of it.

.« He has no doubts about his job or
-how lo carry it out even though his

critics suspect he is more Defense Sce-
retary Melvin Laird’s man in Vienti-
“ane than Secretary of State William
Rogers.” “Call me field marshal if it
makes you feel better,” he is inclined
Yo say. “I don’t care. But please note
I've got no troops.”

“Uncle Sugar”

:in uncomplicated terms uncomfortable

2 NVOLVED in undercover work since
World War II when he dealt

-with American prisoner of war prob-

lems- while based in Switzerland, one
of the first U.S. diplomats to work
closely with the military, activist am-
‘bassador to the Congo during the
‘Simba” revolt in 1964, Godley be-
lieves in the American world mission

‘to more doubting Americans.
"~ So big and burly that Congolese

called him “The Bear that Walks Like _
& Man” -when he was ambassador in '

STATOTHR
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“They weren’t ten deep for the Laos ase:gnment,

TESHTHGTON POST

but I just pinch mysclf duily when I think I’

being paid for domg this.”

By Iamtthc‘m, C. Randal

Washlngton Post Forelgn Service

Godley is given to pithy, direct lan- -

guage of a nature which an earlier age
would not have found repeatable in
mixed company. Pure product of the
Cold War in warm climates, he invaria-

. bly refers to the United States as

“Uncle Sugar,” a sobriquet reflecting
the persuasiveness of American power
in underdeveloped countries.
© Even with a staff of 1,°00 diplomatic,
military and CIA men, as ambassador
to this Oregon-sized country Godley
has his hands full:

® Requesting and approving all
American air strikes against North Vi-
etnamese and Pathef Lao troops—who
numbered over 100,000 just before the
Easter invasion of South Vietnam—in
northern Laos and along the Ho Chi
Minh supply trails leading south to
Cambodia and South Vietnam.

¢ Directing CIA military operations

“and the activities of some 230 military

attaches whose tasks include supplying
arms and ammunition to the Royal Lao
army, Mco {ribesmen and Thai volun-
teers in the Plain of Jars north of Vi-
entiane and in the southern Laos pan-

 handle.

¢ Keeping able neutralist Premier
Souvanna Phouma in office despite re-
-peated right-wing efforte to dislodge
him, to ensure that the tatty facade on
the 1962 accords remains intact for an«
other effort to neutralize Laos in the
event of an Indochina-wide pecace set-
tlement, a task even the North Viet-
namese  and Dathet Lao representa-
tives here privately eoncede he per.

formed brilliantly in the past month.
" & Maintaining the precarious and ar-

tificial Laotian economy within the !

limits of a congressxonal aid cexhng of

—G. McMurtrze Godley

%350 million annually, a far from easy
task since most of the money goes for

- military spending. Indeed, the annual

threat of the fall of the CIA’s base at
Long Cheng on the Plain of Jars is
feared.less than the economic crisis re-
flected by the fall in value of the Lao-
tian kip from 500 to 800 to the dollar
in the past year.

Dropping the Veils

¥ VOR MOST of Godley’s first year as
ambassador, and indeed since the

1952 Geneva accords were broken first

by North Vietnam and then by the

United States, American military in-

- volvement was kept as secret as possi-

ble. But in the past year or so, Wash-
ington has progressively dropped the
principal fiction imposed by the Ge-
neva accords which set up the tripar-
tite right-wing, neutralist and left-wing
government under big power auspices:
a promise to avoid any foreign military
establishment in Laos except for a
small French training mission. i
" As early as 1964, the United States
was deeply coriimitted {o the Souvanna
Phouma government, providing aid, a
stabilization fund for the kip and mili-
tary help. In return, Souvanna
Phouma allowed the United States to
bomb North Vietnamese positions on
the strength of a verbal understanding
which even now remains the only basis
for American military operations here.
In March, 1970, President Nixon
started lifting the scerecy after a Sen-
ate Foreign Relations subcommittee
headed by Stuart Syminglon held
hearings on Laos as part of its investi-
gation of U.S. commitments abroad.
Whatever major mystery was left dis-
peared last December when U.S. of-
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think I've ha
Foreign Service” and “if I end up
being the fall puy I couldn’t care less.?

Cheng, headquarters of Gen. Vang.
rantinued
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To judge from yet another study of
 the uncommonly unpleasant subject,
there seems to be about as much chauce
of getting the drug business out of Indo-
china as there is of getting the -officiais
of Indochina out of the drug business.
The prospects for reform are seem-

- ingly limited—at a time when the U. S.
. military is having mixed results in trying

to detoxify addicted American GIs—and
the situation is one more deadly, degrad-
ing element associated with U. S. in-
volvement in Southeast Asia.

Some of the latest facts have been

presented by Yale graduate student Al-

fred W. McCoy, who testified before a
Senate foreign aid appropriations sub-
committee that a flourishing narcotics
trade in South Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos
and Thailand is carried on with the di-
rect, active support of the highest gov-
ernment officials—and that U. S, offi-
cials make virtually no effort to inter-
vene,

Perhaps such attempts would be in-
effectual. The “Vietnamization” of the
drug trade may be out of our hands
as long as we remain resolved to “see
it through with Thieu.”

NEW YORK POST, 6/3/72
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Interrupting its wsual silence, the CIA Las provided
Harper’s with a rare pudlic document. It is an official letter
of protest against our July cover story, “Flowers of Ivil,”
an extremely compromising report by Alfred W. McCoy
about the CL.L’s complicity in the heroin trade in Southeast
Asia. “I trust,” writes W. E. Colby, the Adgency’s execu-
tive director, “yow will give this response the same prom-
inence in your publication as was given to the McCoy
article.”

The letter appears below in full, together with Mr.
McCoy’s reply and the testimony of a former USAID rep-

resentative who witnessed the Cl’s participation in the

Laotian drug traffic. This exchange, we hope, throws fur-
ther needed light on « little-known stretch of the sewer
that runs between Washington, Saigon, Vientiane, Pnom-
penl, and Banghol:.

Beyond all that, we are surprised by Mr. Colby’s use
of the word “trust.” We may well be reading too much
into it, but that word, and indeed the whole tone of the
letter, suggests that Mr. Colby expected an immediate mea
culpa from Harper's, Is the ClA that ndive? Mr. Colby,
who once presided over the notorious Phoenix program in
Vietnam,* is hardly an tnnocent. Still, his entire letter
reflects a troubling simplicity, an unquestioning trust in
the goodness of his own bureaucracy. He asks us to share
that trust, whatever the stubborn facts may be. As con-
clusive evidence of the Agency’s purity, for example, he
even cites Director Richard Helms” public-relations argu-
ment that “as fathers, we are as concerned about the lives
of our children and grandchildren as all of you.”

THE AGENCY’S BRIEF:

Such curious expectations of trust appar(’ntly noti-
vated the dgency to ask Harper & Row to hand over the
galleys of Mr. McCoy’s book, The Politics of Heroin in
Southeast Asia, from which he drew his magazine article.
The Agency declared that it simply wanted to check the
book for fuctual inaccuracies, possible libel, or dumage to
national security. To deliver this unusual request, the
Ageney dispatched Cord Meyer, a man with the proper Ls-
tablishment connections who, as the ClA’s overseer of the
since-transformed Congress for Culturd Freedom,** might
be said to have once been in the publishing business him-
self. Although the galleys were duly sent to the dgency, the
C1’s subsequent complaints about Mr. McCoy’s research
Juiled to impress Harper & Row, which has since confi-
dently published the book, unchanged. Apparently there
are limils to trust, even among gentlemen., '
Although Mr. McCoy won't agree with us, our own re-
action to this episode is to Jeel a certain sympathy for the
beset burcaucrats of the CiA, who seem to be impaled on
the defensive notion, “The Agency, right or wrong.” Dy
definition the CIA finds itself involved with a good many'
questionable people in Southeast Asia. That is a condition
of its mission—a mission it did not invent but simply
carries out on White Iouse orders—and we suspect that
the public would trust the Agency a good deal more if it
either acknowledged the facts or remained silent. Alas,
the ClA now scems determined to revamp its tmage into
something lile a cross between General Motors and the
League of Women Voters. But so endeth our sermon. Let
the reader draw his own conclusions. '

Harper’s July issue contains an

article by Mr. Alfred W. McCoy alleg-

ing CIA involvewent in the opium

traffic in Laos. This allegation is false
and unfounded, and it 1s particularly
disappointing that a journal of
Harper’s reputation would see fit to
publish it without any efTort to check
its accuracy or even to rcler to the

public record to the contrary.
Normally we do not respond pub-
licly to allegations made against
CIA. Because of the serious nature of
these charges, however, I am wriling
to you to place these accusations in
proper perspective and so that the
record will be clear. ' '
The general charge made by Mr.

McCoy that “to a certain extent it
[the opium trade in Laos] depends
on the support (money, guns, aircraft,
cte.) of the CTA” has no hasis in fact.
To the contrary, Mr. Johm I Inger-
zoll, Director of the Burcau of Nar-
cotics and DPangerous Drugs, in a
letter to Representative Charles S,

Gubser of California on May 27, 1971

*Phoenix is a campaizn of systematic counterterror designed to voot out and destroy Vielcong sympathizers. As U.S. pacification

chief from 1968 to mid-1971, Ambassador Colby

headed CORDS *(Civil Operations and Rural Development Support), which ran

Phoenix in cooperation with the South Vietnamese police. Mr. Colby has testificd before the Senate Foreign Relations Comimiltee
that, in 1969 alone, ’hocnix agents “neutralized” 19,531 suspected Vietcong, killing 6.187 of them in the process. Crilics argue that
Phocnix uses assassination methods and that Mr. Colby's figures are extremely conservative.
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On paper at least, September'18 lookoed
lthe a great day for the rood guvs in their
battle azabist international drug tralfic.

There on “Capilo] Hiji was the U. S.
Senate ratifving by a vote of 69 (o 0 a
strengtheping revision of a 90-nation
trealy dezizned to clamp down on the nar-
cotics trade,

Henceforth, the revision provides, (he
International Narcotics Contiol Board will
see {0 it thal the world production of dope
is limited to the quantity needed for medi-
cal and scientific use. Production ahove
that ceiling will be reporfed to the signa-
tory nations and the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly.

And-there at the Department of State
was President Nixon saving this country
will suspend all American ezonomic and
military assistance (o any goveinment
“whose leaders participate in or protecl
the activities of those wha contribute to
our drug problem.”

Just which initiative will be the morc
productive is hard to say just now.

That of the Senate iz dependent on
devious channels and protocols, but it
docs have the advantage of being faken
without benefit of George McGovern jaw-
boning. '

The route the president can take is a
good deal more dircct, if only he will

¢ follow it now that he has made a Me-
Govern-nudged pitch for diligence.
But the chances. for clamp-down would

S e o g e R
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be a greal deal fatter, one suspects, if the -
president had been right whoen he said he
is “required by statute” o cut off aid to
governments conlributing w our drug
problem,

The statute i= not gquite so forceful,

The rule, written into last year’s For-
eign Assistunce Act, is thai aid shall be
cut off only when the president himself
decides that a government has “failed to
take adequate steps” to suppress danger-
ous drugs. The president is the sole judge
of which countries are being helpful and
which wre not. He is “required” to take no
acton that his personal verdicl on the
evidence does not support.

His evidence, clearly, is not the same as _
that which has disturbed Senator Me-
Govern. ’ E :

The president, says his challenger, has
failed to “crack down on the narcotics
trade in Laos, Thailand and South Viet-
nam” because the administration needs “air
bases in Thailand, Laos” and “mercenaries
and Vietnamese soldiers to fight its war.”

There may he more partisan testimony
than hard evidence in that accusation, of
course. liven so, the McGovern statement
is nnt barren of corrohoration.

There have been charges thal the ClA’s
Air America has helped transport heroin
in Southeast Asia. In his book, The Pali-
tics of Heroin in Southeast Asia, Arthur W.
McCoy raised the guestion of CIA agenls
knowingly engaging in such traffic lo help
maintain alliances. And Mr. McCoy quali--

" fied with no question his assertion (hat

officials in Southecast Asian governments

© allied to the U. S. have profited from the

drug traffic. _

To accuse is nol to prove. Bul.if Mr.
McCoy¥'s questions and stalements are
rooted in nothing firmer than supposition,
they suggest that the president, even if
not derelict. will have a difficult time
being diligent in application of that stat-
ute. :
The helpfulness (or, for that matter, the
helplessness) of allies like South Vietnam

. and Thailand in areas other than drug

control cannot fail to influence Mr. Nix-
on's reading of the evidence.

Not,-thal is, so long as a kevslone of this
nation's foreign policy is to prop up such
allies, - ’

Presidential options running afoul of
presidential commitments, it's just possi-
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““LADIES and gentlemen,” announced
.the genteel British' diplomat, raising his
- glass to offer a toast, “I give you Prince
*Sopsaisana, the uplifter of Laotian
youth.” -

The toast brought an appreciative
smile from the guest of honor, cheers
and applause from the luminaries of
Vientiane’s diplomatic corps assembled

at the farewell banquet for the Laotian .

.ambassador-designate to France, Prince
Sopsaisana. A member of the royal
house of -Xieng Khouang, the Plain of
Jars region, the prince was
vice-president of the National
Assembly, chairman of the Lao Bar
Association, president of the Lao Press
Association, president of the Alliance
Francaise, and a member in good
standing of the Asian People’s
Anti-Communist  League.  After
receiving his credentials from the king
in a private audience at the Luang
Prabang Royal Palace on April 8, 1971,
he was treated to an unprecedented
round of cocktail parties, dinners, and
. banquets. For Sopsai, as his friends call
him, was not just any ambassador; the
Americans considered  him  an
outstanding example of a new
generation of honest. dynamic leaders.
The final send-off party at
Vientianes Wattay Airport on April 23
was one of the gayest affairs of the
season. Everybody was there; the
champagne bubbled, the canapes were
flawlessly French, and Ivan Bastouil,
charge d'affaires at the French embassy,
gave the nicest speech. Only after the
. plane had soared off into the clouds did
anybody notice that Sopsai had

fi e or_his sharg A & ‘1N uSCMIdAC T
recepion.  'APProvEY ¥ 8t RelgngeaneinsuEHeROPs

His arrival at Paris's Orly Airport on

THE BULLETIN

By ALFRED W. McCQY
and KATHLEEN B. READ

the morning of April 25 was the
occasion for another reception. The
French ambassador to Laos, home for a
brief visit, and the entire ctaff of ‘the
Laotian embassy had turned out to
welcome the new ambassador. There
were warm embraces, kissing on both
cheeks, and more effusive speeches.
Curiously, the prince insisted on waiting
for his luggage like any ordinary tourist.
and when his many suitcases finally
appeared afier an unexplained delay, he
immediately noticed that a particular
one was missing. Sopsai angrily insisted
that his suitcase be delivered at once.
and French authorities promised, most
apologetically, that it would be sent to
the Laotian embassy as soon as it was
found. Sopsai departed reluctantly for
yet another reception at the embassy,
and while he drank the ceremonial
champagne with his newfound retinue
of admirers, French customs officials
were examining one of the biggest
heroin seizures in French history.

The ambassador’s suitcase contained
60 Kkilos of high-grade Laotian heroin —
worth $13.5 million on the streets of
New York, its probable destination. A
week later. a smiling French official
presented himself at the embassy with
the suitcase in  hand.  Although
Sopsaisana had been bombarding the
airport with outraged telephone calls
for several days, he suddenly realised
that accepting the suitcase was
tantamount to an admission of guilt and

his declaration of innocence, the French

TADE
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government refused to accept his
diplomatic credentials, and Sopsai
remained in Paris for no more than two
months before he was recalled.
DESPITE its resemblance to comic
opera, the Prince Sopsaisana affair
offered a rare glimpse into the workings
of the Laotian drug trade. That trade is
the principal business of Laos, and to a
certain extent it depends on the support
(money. guns, aircraft etc) of the CIA.
Unfortunately, the questions raised by
the prince’s disgrace were never asked,
much less answered. The French
government overlooked the embarrass-
ment for diplomatic reasons, the
international press ignored the story,
and the United States embassy
demonstrated a remarkable disinterest
in the entire subject.

Over the past 50 years, Laos has
become something of a free port for
opium. The delicate opium poppy
grows abundantly at high elevations in
the northern mountains, and under a
sequence of different regimes (French,
American, Laotian), the hill tribesmen
have been encouraged to cultivate the
poppy as the principal cash crop.
Opium dens can be found in every
quarter of Vientiane, and the
whereabouts of the opium refineries are
a matter of common knowledge.

The Laotian indifference to Prince
Sopsaisana’s misfortune therefore
becomes easily understandable. The
reticence of the American embassy,
however, requires a few words of
explanation.  Sopsai  had allegedly
received his 60 kilos of heroin through
the kind offices of a particularly

mﬁ@ 1-&90%000900@ Y&

ang also happens to be the ¢ ontinued
commander of the CIA secret army in
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Jthe great plague dieelt, it i

By ®lark Henriquer
Almost vuiversally ¢
Jedged as somcthins

nows-

often surrrising to lc
herein was ence proclaime
to be the wonder drur of the
age. The time was ghoril
fore the turn of the centure
and the pisce was i i
Germany where hevein Jud
just been developed ps a cira
for a more sinisier addicion,
that of wiorphine. As use of
the drug became morve vide
spread and ils disadverages
more obvicus, heroin quickly
Jost its priveleged positic1 and
the scientific institulicss aof
the day renewed their search
in other directions.

Quantitics of heron {irst
appeared in this cointry a-
round 1930, The prin-iple im-
porters of the drug vere sail-
ors and other pglofal trans-
ients whoze activiies were
confined primarily o the Incg.
er coastal cities. e ghelios
for the most part ranained un-
touched.

MORPIINE

Vith the comirg of W W II
the situation nderwent a
radical change 21d once more
the use of morhine was in-
volved., Standerd procedure
adopted by th: U. 8. armed
forces for the treatment of
wounds receiv:d in combat in-

volved imm!dia_te 1N3s5ive
injections “the drug

to deaden the pain. So wide-
spread was ‘he use of mor-
phine during the war that
many G. I'swere issued {leir
own persoial  drug  supply
and hypodcmic heedle in the
event that self ireafment be-
came nccesary. Despite the
fact that imephine was known
to have ben dongerously ad-
dictive sone fidiy vears be
fore the itbreak of the war,
the drog had beeome an ine
fegral pat of America's war-
Aime medeal machine,

It was with the relcase of
many cithese wounded veter-
ans from service that (he
specter of widespread drug
addictin first appoured. No
one, it xems, had yet develop-
ed a awre for morphine addjc-

tion hut heroin was a pood
substitute, Sailors soon found
that they could aske a lot
more monuey selling heroin
than they could on any ship
and the rush was on {0 secure
the most licrative markels
and methods of produciion.
EFFECT

Nowhere was the cffect of
heroin felt more dramaticelly
than in the Black comunity,
Scemingly overnizht scores of
young men, whose only mis-
fortune was to have served

e i
~—
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their country, returned home
with only their wits between
them and what was most often
a slow agonjzing death.

Five years after the close
of W W M the pusher was al-
ready established as the pew
king ol the giietio. The post
war baby boom, the newfound
affluence of the ifties, and the
Korean confiict in which even
more Americans were intro-
duced to use of narcotics all
Played a role in the rise of
smack, As a result countless
millions of young men and
women, most of them Black,
found themselves involved
vith heroin before reaching
the age of twenty.

Black power advocates were
the firs{ to allege that heroin
addiction  wag actually en-
couraged by this country’s

federal government as a
means to further subjuzate

the DBlack population, and
thereby avoid full scale revo.
Iution in the face of increas-
ing repression. Stokely Char-
naichel, Rap Brown, the now
defunct  SNCC, Teace and

Freedom Parly and even a
Hedgling Black Panther Party
(New York chanter) have ol
espoused this position at one
time or another. Whetlier or
not this charse is valid in and
of itself, thore s a substantis
bedy of cvidance to SUgIes
that the United States goveri-
ment has actively eneourared
large scale hicroin production
lo further its own political
ends,

'The genesis of this intrigue
began shortly before the ac-

tual introduction of American
troduction of American
ground froops in South Viet.
nam. PBefore the American
army could embark it wag
necessary {o determine the
amount of local support they
could expect. Sinee the South
Vietnamese army was barely
on the cdge of destruction and
the civilian population almost
solidly belind the Viet Cong,
or just as solidly neutral, tha
starch concenirated on cer-
tain jungle tribesmen who in.
habit the remote mountain

arens that border Lzos and
Ciinbodia. 1t just =0 linp
ed that these jico frronoung.
ed RHao) and
ribasinen (roditjonasty 4
ed In runaing guns and 0D
to the Iuerative masrkels of
Thislind and Vit »

As they were o)
ingr a DLoeming bu on
their own, some incontive woe
needed to vush (hen into the
uncertaintiss of wor, It seemig
that sinea thess tritesmen had
lite or no contect with an
government, political appeals
were largely ineffective,

COMPROMISE

What evolved was a com-
promise. Montingvard and
Meo tribes would {ight and
provide infelligence for A-
merican troops if the Ameri.
cans would, in turn, help them
move grealer quantities of
opium and heroin,

The details as to Low this
corpromise has worked have
been the subject of numerous
articles appearing in publica-
tions ranging from Ramparts
to THE NEW YORK TIMES.
Air Ameriea aircraft, a chart-
er owned and operated by the
CIA, certain zireraft belong-
Ing to the USAF, snd in one
cise documented by CRS, even
the personal aircraft of the
American ambassador to Sai-
gon have alt been involved in
the tralficing of heroin.

That a new generation of
American  soldiers becomes
addicted while serving in Viet
Nam ig seemingly a small
price {o pay for the oppor-

i
ain

~
i
W

tunity of stopping the insid-

ious ‘red hoards.
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A Corre:

On June 1 of this year an official of the
US Central Intclligence Agency paid a visit
to the New York offices of my publisher,
Harper and Row, Inc. This CIA official was

/ Mr. Cord. Meyer, Jr. (now the CIA’s Assist-

~ant Deputy Director of Plans; formerly the
.CIA official .in charge of providing covert
financial ‘subsidies for organizations such as
the . National Student Association, En-
counter Magazine, and the Congress for
"Cuitural Freedom).! Mr. Meyer urged sev-
eral of his old friends among Harper and

\/Rows senior management to provide him

“with a copy of the galley proofs of my
history of. the international narcotics traf-
fic, The Politics of Heroin in Southeast
Asia. In this book 1 show the .complicity
of various US agencies—particularly the CIA
and tha State Department—in  organizing
the Southeast Aman drug tnfﬁc smce the

. carly 1950s,

‘Mr. Meyer presented orie .of lh:pcr and
- Row’s senior editors with some documents
giving the CIA’s view on.the Southeast
Asian drug traffic, His manner was grave,
dle gaid, “You wouldn’t want to publish a
book that would be
embarrass tht United States government, or
pet  you im{olved' in libel suits, would
you?”

Harper and Row s mamgcmcnt pxomxsed

to’ consider - Mr. Meyer’s request and sum--

"mpned me from Washington, DC, where 1
was then testifying before the Scnate
Appropriations Committee on my findings
after cighteen months of research into the
Southeast Asian drug traffic. This research
inciuded more than 250 interviews with

and intelli-

gence agents in Europe and Asia.

A.t a meeting "in New York on the
afternoon of June 8, Harper and Row’s
president, Mr, Winthrop Knowlton, and .its
senior vice president,, Mr. B. Brooks
Thomas, told me that they had decided to
provide the CIA with 2 copy of the galley

proofs prior to publjcation for the follow- -

iny reasons:
First, the CIA would be less likely to
seek a temporary . court -injunction barring
- publication of the book if the Agency were
"given. a chance to persuade

by portions of my book; and secondly,
Harper and Row felt that a responsible
“‘publisher should have enough confidence in
the veracity of any of its gnrticulaxly

controversial books to show them to any

-seputable critic for - comment prior to
publjcation.'
LAt first ] dxsag ed strongly with Harper

mxd Row’s decision, arguing that’ suomlttmg

, closely,

full of inaccuracies,

itself that
national security was in no way endangered

NER YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS
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spondence wi
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Alfred W, M cCoy

the gn.lley proofs to the CIA could set a

danocrous precedent and ultimately weaken
IFirst,  Amendment. guarantccs concerning
frccdcm of the piess. Moreaver, in view of
what I had learncd of the CIA’s operating
methods in Southeast Asia I was convinced
that the Agency was capable of using
unethical mcans—suAch' as coercing my

sources into retracting statements they had-
made to me about US complicity in the :

international narcotics traffic—in order to
induce Harper and Row to wxmdxaw the
book from publication, .
After a week of negotiations, however,
Harper and Row. told me that they would
not be willing to publish the book. unless I
agreed to submit the manuscript to theé
CIA. Facéd with what I believed -would be
lengthy delays if 1 took the book to
another publisher and the prospect of
losing my Mlarper and Row editor, Elisa-
beth Jakab, with whom I had worked

I capitulated. - Thus began more
than “two months of lengthy negotiations
between ' the CIA, Harper and Row, and
myself. Most of what happened during
these elaborate ncgotmhons is in the corre-
_spondence reprinted belofv. [' have added
introductory notes to explain some of the
attending circumstances, . v

'Considered collectively, this. exchange of -

letters provides us with another important

reminder—perhaps the first since the Na- -~

tional | Student Association scandals .of
1967—of the contempt this most clan-
destine of our governmental agencies has
for the integrity of the press and publish-
ing ‘industry. As the CIA’s letter of July
28, 1972, shows, it was unable to rebut
effectively my analysis of its role in the

- international heroin traffic during the last

quarter century. Since the CIA simply had
no plausible defense against this charge, it

Jried to impose prior censorship in order to

avoid public scrutiny of its record. If it
was not already clear, it now should be
obvious to publishers that the Agency
cannot be regarded as a responsible critic

~when its public image is seriously tiweat-

ened by what is. written about it.

1I

1 In this letter, \';'rittcn after Cord Meye;,
Jr.’s visit, Harper and Row asked the CIA

" for official confirmation of their interest in

seeing the book. Since the CIA had never
before been quite so willing to defend
itself publicly, neither Harper and Row nor

proved For Relea'smzommmwmammmmsomﬁ;’i BOURE6aFo 06T
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and Row by stating categorically that it

could rebut all' my charges about its
compli.city in the international narcotics
traffic. We were surprised, however, that

the CIA made no reference to “national
security™ as one of ‘its concerns in.request-
ing to review the manuscript. Rather, the
Agency made its request purcly on grounds
of government pnv:lcge

Central lntcllineﬂce Agency
Washmgton, D.C. 20505
5 July 1972
Mr. B. Brooks Thomas
Harpcr & Row, Publishers, Inc.
Dcar Mr. Thomas: .

Mr. Cord Meyer has
respond to your letter to him of June 30th
in connection with the book, The Politics

of Heroin in Southeast Asia, by Alfred W. .

McCoy.

As you are no doubt aware, Mr. McCoy
testified on 2. Jume 1972 before the
Foreign Operations Subcommittee of  the
Senzte Appropriations Commitice. His testi-
mony included allegations concerning sup-
. port of the international opium traffic by
U S. agencies, including the Central Intel-

. hoence Agency, and numerous other allcoa-

- tions concerning participation in the opium
traffic by both Americans and local per-
sonnel in Southeast Asia.

In the light of the pernicious nature of
the drug traffic, allegations concerning in-
volvemént of the U. S; Government therein
{ _citizens
on - hard

evidence. 1t is our belicf that no rcp-gahln
3370

asked me to

~.

‘e qa.a.aul.uu.

1
i
|

i



[

-

Approvgd For Release 2001_[03/041: CIA-R
| 7

£y

i\

™ E1 0 : Y

By GARKNETT D, JIORNER
S N Star-News Staff Wriler .
President Nixon today warned that he will
not hesitate to cut off all American economic and
military aid to any government whose leaders
participate in or protect the drug traffic.
He also praised the Central Intelligence

- Agency for its vole in fighting international diug

traffic and sald the agency has been “much
maligned.” _
. He said the CIA has “performed superbly”
in fighting the international drug trade, “In the
field of inteciligence,” he added, “we always find
that the failures are those that are publicized. Its
suceesses by definition must always be secret. In
this area, there are many successes, and particu-
larly ones of which thisagency canbe very proud.”
Critics of the CIA have charged thal the
Agency has aided drug trafiickers in Southeast

- Asia to help maintain alllances,

.. He spoke of “fine initial progress” in immo-
_bﬂ_l/,mg and destroying sources of drugs coming
into the United States.

d' He ‘Tsald, “‘Fl_“ance, Paraguay, Laos, Thailand
an 'I_‘U} key are just a few extunples of the many
Ic‘ount.l_*}les whxere the work of Amnerican cfficials,
11 om L}ﬁ_ ambassador down, in partnership with
tcl)cal qmclals, has preduced important break-

11'_01.1(4)15‘1—-— }mg‘e heroin seizures, key arrests, or
— in 'I‘Pz zey’s case — the courageous decision to
eradicate the opium poppy itself.”

g ’_1‘1\1@ President said he considers keeping
dangerous drugs out of the United States “just as
llmpqltaz_at as keeping armed cnemy forces from
a:ndmg in the United States” because the drugs
can endanger the lives of youg Americans just as
much as would an invading army.
Speaking at an internati

peaking H iternational conference on
drug contro! al the State Depariment. he agked
.ﬁmcz':can officials from around the world to con-
vey to forcien officlals with whom thev deal “this
persnal micssaze” from me: i -

CoxAa

naSOANULIUN olaAn

8 SEP 1972

“Any government whose
Ieaders participate in or pro-
tect the aclivities of those
who contribute to ofr drug
program should know that the

President of the United States

is required by statute to sus-

pend all American economic

and military assistance - to
such a regime. :

7 shall not hesitate to com-
ply fully and promplly with
that statute.”

Nixon said he has been
“oracking the whip” over gov-
ernment agencies involved in
dealing with dangerous drugs

to get them to “quit fighting
cach other and start fighling
the problem.” .

Citing some resulls, he said
the number of arrests of drug
{raffickers in the last liscal
year was double the number
arrested in 1969, and the sei-
zures of heroin and other illicit
drugs are at an all-time high.

“Very sharp increases in the
prices of heroin throughout the
castern United States indicate
that the supply is drying up
and that the pressure is on the
criminal drug trade,” he said.

Nixon's statements appar-
ently were in response to a
statement yesterday by Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
Sen. George S. McGovern.

McGovern said the number
ol heroin addicts in the United
States had doubled since 1968
and charged that Southeast
Asia had become a major
source of heroin because the
administration would not
crack down on the narcotics
trade in Laos, Thailand and
South Victnam.

Nixon made no direct refer-
ence to McGovern's charges,
but his cornments appeared to
be a sharp counteratiack.

RAGB1EH

The President’s praise-of the
CIlA role follows claims and
official denials that the agen-
cy’s Air America has helped
transport heroin in Soultheast
Asia, :

In a book called “The Poli-
tics of Heroin in Southeast
Asia,” that was published re-
cently, Arthwr W. DMcCoy
raised the question of whether
CIA operatives knowingly en-
gaged in such traffic to help
mainlain alliances.

More specifically, McCoy

accused officlals 'in govern-~

ments of U.S. allies in South-
east Asia—partticularly in Sai-
gon—of  profiting from the
traffic.

STATOTHR
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TIE POLITICS OF HEROIN
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

By Alfred W, HcCoy

With Cathleen B. Read and -
L‘c(mm'(l P, Adams I
Iarper & Row., 464 pp. $10.95 '

g,

By LAURENCE STERN

CORDINARILY TTIS AGENCY does not
respond to public criticism,” the CIA's
general counsel wrote the general coun-
sel of Harper & Row publishing com-
pany last July 5. “ITowever in this case
we are under the strongest direclive to
support the U.S. governments effort

-against the infernational narcoties traffic

and are bhending every cffort to do so.
We helieve we cannot stand by and see
haseless eriticism desipned to underming
confidence in that cffort without irying
to set the record straight. . ..

The subject of this exiraordinary Jefter
was The Politics of Heroin in Southeast
Asia by Alfred W. McCoy, a doctoral

‘candidate at Yale University, arper &

lRow provided the CIA with advance

proofs of the hook and after receiving

a slatement of rebuttal covering several
of MeCoy's allegations of Agency involves

‘ment in opium {raffic, the book was

published. L

_If the intervention had any ef{cet, it
Iias probably heen to boost the sales of
McCoy’s book; certainly it {urned itg

‘publication into something of a cause

¢élebre. Perhaps the Agency would have

Jbetter served its own inlercsts by follow- -

ing the time-honored intelligence precept
of maintaining silence in {imes of adver-
sity. Pablic accountahilily has never been

By its nafule as one of the worl

ved For. Releﬁieiﬂmngﬁmlﬁi‘@FAiR

opivm and heroin trail is heavily cano-
pied with upderworld and official se-
crecy. Tn {he Golden Triangle reffion of
_northeastern Bunna, northern Thailand
and nortiern Laos, the principal opitm
‘erowing and processing area in Southeast
Asia, the traffic is fed by highlend tribes,

minor warlords and paramilitary sol-

diers, and it is controlled by high-ranking
offivials of the three conntries. This dis-
“tribution system fed heroin into the veins
of American soldiers in Viefuar angd into
“{he international herein stream that sur-

LAURENCE STERN is the roving foreign
correspondent of The Wachingion Post.

faces terminally in the ghelfes and sub-
wrhs of {he United States.

KicCoy has done a sturdy and compre-
fiensive reporting job. Be has infer-
viewed Amcrican and Southeast Asian
sourees who either played a direct role
in the opium {raffic or ave highly com-
petent to lalk ahout it It iz his argument
that when the United States emnburked
ou 1he geopalitical objective of trying to
contain Chinese and North Vietnamese
power at thelr borders in Southeast Asia,
it slipped inexorably Info the narcotics
fiaffic.

The international market had Deen
created long hefore Hy the Ewropean co-
Jonial powers, chiefly Dirifain and France,
Great Britain in the late 18th century
took the first Mg step toward mternation-
alization of the Asian drng traffic by
pstahlishing a government monopoly
over India’s opium harvest, helping fi-
nance the regime of the Raj by taxing
{he product, and beginning 1he madssive
export of Indian opiun into China. When
Chinese imperial authorities fried to stop
it, Britain, with its gunships, blasted open
the Chinese ports to European {rade and

Indian opium during the Opium War of-

1639 to 1842 .
Under the forced infusions of oplum
from Brifish-ruled India the Chincse jm-
ports rose from a level of 340 tons in
the first decade of the 10th cenfury to
6,500 tons by 1880, It was in this period
that the Chinese began a large-seale pro-
grama of domesiic opium production,
much of it in the outlying provinces of
Szechwan and Yunan. By the heginning
of the 20th contury, Ching had an addict
population of 15 million. The wave of
Chinese migrations into Southcast Asia
spread the scourge of addiction south-
ward. _ o
The French played a similar role in
expanding and monopolizing opium pro-
duction under eolonial authority, Cen-
turies before the French arvived the Meo
uin, hul more as a ceremaonia ¥Ican
than to achicve ihe stupefaction of “liv-

_eventualiy hecame anajor cha

; Ehinese oo
lies cscaped thelr wretched Jife eycle of
toi), poverty and discase. The French
establishad their own monopoly-@id con-
verted the Meo poppy harvests into @b

fng dealh” witit w

fpovtant cash crop which was {aRed
and seld to the prowing addict populs-
ton of Indochina, By the beginning of
World, War Two, according ta 1ieCoy’s
research, {here were some 2,508 ophan
dens in Indochina serving about 1€0,000
addicts,

The Viet Minh war of independencs
ienge to
French political rule end a dvein on 1he
colonial economy, Tn couniering their
guerrilla movement the French turped
to the Mleo fribal peoples in the Laotian
Lighlands and to their poppy harveste

Meo opiium hecame an impartant factor

hoth in financing the war and in coments
ing (e loyalties of the tribal guorrillas
fighting on the French gide, #iCoy re-
infes ihe case of the French Expedition
gry Corps’ “Operation X,” a topsecvet
project for the collection and transport
of Aleo opium into the Sajgon mavkhets
where it.was turned over to the Binh
Suyen, an underworld sceret society
which the French occupation authoritics

permilted to take over civil authority in
“Saigen, By the time Awerican influence

veplaced the Freunch military presenes,
the poppy was the main cash crop in the
Golden Triangle, the opium economy was
fully developed, and there were well-
rutted patterns for dealing with the tri
hal mountzain guerrillas who had been
enlisted hy the French in the war against
the Pathet Lao and Vietnamese Comint-
nist insurgents, ’

IHere the argument begins, McCoy ag-

serfs that Central Intelligence operafions |

became heavily involved in the opium-
heroin traffic, ITe says that some of tho
Ageney’s chief Asian operatives aad cli-

ents controlled it and that the CIA's con-,-‘/

tract airline, Air America, moved it to-
ward the ultimate markets,

All this has long been a matter of |

conventional wisdom and surmise in the
Dbars and embassies of Vientiane, where
wags spoke of Air America as “Air Opl
um,” but McCoy secks to document tha

case with interviews (alas, some of the’

crucial ones anonymous) and hard cvi-
dence. : ‘

One of the most sensational allega-

tions in the hook is that Mco General
Vang Pao, the most important {ield com-
mander on the Royal Lao government
slde, arranged for the delivery of 60
kilos of high grade Faotian heroin (worth
$13.6 million in New York) to Prince
Sopsaisana, - the Laotian ambassador-
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Mr. Cook, a long-time contributor to The Nation, is the-

author of many books, including the recently published The

Nigh‘mare Decade: The Life and Times of Senator Joc
McCarthy- (Ran(z_om House).

7

The most damning document to come out of the war in-
Vietnam has now struggled into the light in this clection
year. Jt was indecd a struggle: the disclosures were.
squelched for years by the highest arms of the Amcrican

- burcaucracy; the pith of the message was ignored by the

Senate .subcommittee, headed by Abrabam Ribicoff, which

exposed the PX scandals; the revelations were verified by
-onc of Life’s top journalists—and pushed aside in favor
of the incident on the bridge at Chappaquiddick; the truth

set forth was too much for major Amcrican publishing
houses, and in the end was published in Great Britain,
coming to the American market on the rebound through
the David McKay Company. .

This bombshell is The Greedy War, a 278-page book
written by the British journalist James JTamilton-Paterson
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Paterson writes describing .
dering what limits there were he asked a Vielnamese

" stallholder whether he could buy a tank, Tanks are a bit

difficult right now, this man admitted, but how about
some armored personnel carriers? Or helicopters, of course.

~Or how about a heavy-duty truck?”

‘What the hell goes on?, Hawkridge thought. And be

-rushed to tell American authorities what he had .found.

They were bland, uninferested. Washington, in its holy-.
crusade delusion, had concluded agrecments with the
South Victnamese- that tied the bands of any sccurity
agent who tried to put an end to the pational pastime—
wholesale looting. -Two provisions were critical: trucks
could be driven only by South Vietnamese drivers; and
only South Victnamese police could make arrests. Jiven
it an Amciican security agent -Jike Hawkridge {rapped
hijackers, in the act, he was forbidden to lay a finger on
them; he had to call in the South Vietnamese police. And
when they arrived, they simply collaborated in the looting.
Here, in capsule form, are some of the things ITawk:
ridge learncd and some of his expericnces: s

.

§Southr Vietnam all ‘but’ sank into the sca under the

w

and detailing the Vietnamese experiences of Cornelius
Hawkridge, a dedicated anti-Communist who spent sevén
and a half horrible years in Russian and Hungarian prison

- camps before escaping to the United States, Hawkridge

and I@fami]lon-l’atcrson call the war greedy and-the con-
tents of this book fully justify the cpithet. Hawkridge
was born in Transylvania, the son of a Hungarian mother

and a British father, a.colone] in the Hungarian police

force. His passionate hatred of communism and the Rus-

sians led him into,protests and guerrilla actions—and into .

those long years in prison. He came (o America belicving
all the dogmas of the cold war and cager to aid as a
security officer in what he considered a holy crusade.

The Dominican ui)hc'aval in 1965, in which Jlawkridge

- could not find the Communists President Lyndon B. John-
- son assured us we were opposing, was the first disillusion-

ment. Then came Vietnam. Hawkridge’s first day in the
ficld there in 1966 was a shocker, IT¢ had his nose rubbed
immediately in the stinking squalor of the refugee camps
of Qui.Nhon. More than 2,000 refugees were living in pa-
per shacks built Jargely of discarded American packing

“cases. Three contaminated wells provided the only drinking-

water, There were no -sanitary facilitics, “The inmates
defecated between the rows of paper homes and the slow
secp of ordurc crept up the pulp walls.” Hawkridge asked
a priest what had-happened tc all the USAID. “Stolen,”
the pricst said simply. “It’s taken by the Victnamese Gov-
ernment,” "

Hawkridge soon discovered that virtually everything
was being stolen. Only the smallest trickle of supplics
and war matéricl being shipped to Vietnam in such

prodigious, multibillion-dollar amounts ever reached their -
~ intended destinations. The Qui Nhon marketplace, an arca
of a good-sized block next to the refugge ¢amp, was
stocked with “C-rations, K-rations, drink, clothing, guns,

cannons, shells, cases of grenades, television sets, washing

mnchincxpp'%(ilrgau cgrscl.c_\smcd Jlimitless.” So Hamilton-

weight of the tons of black-and-white tclevision sets,
radios, spin_ dricts, untaxed diamonds and other com-
modities produced by a socicty of conspicuous consurmp-

" tion and shipped off to Vietnam to win what must be

one of the most cutious wars in history.

§The port of Qui Nhon was clogged with shipping, a
flect that spread oul to the horizon. Some of the-ships
waited for mionths to unload; meanwhile small boats plied
out to them in the night and sometimes in the day; and
so, when they finally reached a pier, some 60 per cent of
their cargoes had vanished. ’ :

¢The United States shipped enough cement into South
Viefnam to pave the entire nation, but there was a chronic
shortage of cement to extend airficld runways and creet
facilitics.. And the Vietcong always had a superabundance
with which to build their individual bomb shclters,

§On one occasion a truck containing several hundred
TV scts was hijacked, tracked down in Tu Duc and turned
over to the South Vietnamese police. Hawkridge went to
reclaim this U.S. property, but was told he would have 1o’
get a Vietnamese driver to take the truck away. By the
time he had found a driver, the truck had been stripped
of its contents right in the police compound. - -

€Onc night Hawkridge was following a hijacked truck,

mystificd because the Vietnamese were ripping open pack-

ages in disgust and tossing them into ditches at the road-
side. Hawkridge kept stopping and picking up the
packages. They were a consignment of aircralt parts for
fighter squadrons at Bien Hoa. When Hawkridge arrived
at the air base, he was hailed almost as a savior because

several jets had been grounded for lack of spare parts.

GAnother time, Mawkridge chased a hijacked truck
right into a compound belonging to the South Victnarese
Sccurity Police. The panicked driver sped across the com-
pound, forgetting there was a river on the other side, and

'bra'kcd 1o a halt at the last sccond with the front wheels

continued
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Special 1o The Star-News
VIENTIANE—"I have the f{astest boat on the
river,” hoasted the Lao colonel as he swigged
anbther glass ol throat-burning rice whisky at a
Iparl.y in Ban Houei Sai, a Lao garrison town.

" Nobody could dispute the colonel’s claim, for .

the previous record-holder — a big Chrysler be-
longing to American Treasury and Custorns offi-
ceors — had a burncd-out engine after someone had
surreptitiously drained the oil from its crank case.
~ The prime suspect of U.S. officials is none
other than ibe Colonel and his henchimen, who,
they believe, are in the opium and heroin trade.
“The river” js thé mighty Mekong, now swol-

-len by monsoon rains. From Yunnan in China it
plunges in a brown mass of whirlpools and form-

_ ing eddics, over glant rock outcroppings that could
dash a boat to picces belween the sloping green
hills that make excclient land for poppy-growing,
.. If the river doesn't kill the unwary {raveller
he faces the peril of an arrow fired from a
crossbow of Shan or Kkaw fribesmen or bullets
from a Ho musket or a Kuomintang carbine.

_ The whole arca—Burma on ¢ne bank and L.aos
on the. other—is the baltleground for American
nargotics agents and heroin smugglers and refin-
ers. The sabotaged boal is just a skirmish in the

-, batile that started last November, when the Unit-

ed States persuaded the Lao government to pass

anti-narcolics laws.

Stalemate B

“Agents of the Treasury and Burcau of Nar-
- cotics and Dangerous Drugs say that, after ini-

tial successes, they have reached a stalemate in .
the fight against drug traffiekers along the

borders.

.’ Earlier this year agents knocked out two hero-

in refineries in villages just north of Ban Houei
Sai, At one of them, Lao military officials, who
denied running the refinery, burncd buildings as a
_sign of good faith to show their willingness to stop
the {rade after considerable American pressure.

. Later American narcotics agents and Laos’
tough new drug squad leader, Gen; Khammu Bou-

sarrath, took away truck loads of equipment from

- the burned refinery, including, ether in 10-gallon
drums, acctone and acedic anhydrate, all used in
heroin manufacture. ' _

. But the allimportant chemist was never
caught. ' ' )

ARG B EUBAE SO0 I08T0d -

Mou Seu, and reported confiscating 27 pounds o

H LS 5 o ~ P PO -
heroin hidden under the house roof.

gether, e
' The heroin crosses into Laos from Burma at

Ve

American officials take the view that if the Lao
government fails to prosecute Muo Seu under the
new law, cooperation in the drug fight will have
failed. . -
Sixty-six pounds of boiled opium have' been
confiscated from passengers on aircraft chartered
to U.S. government agencies by Air America and
Continental Airlines,

Since this flurry of activity, agents and run-

‘ners have been eyeing cach other warily.

“Nobody is buying opium for the international

* market,” an informed U.S. official said.

Americans say the 1972 opium crop harvested
in January and February has not been sold inter-
nationally because of the crackdown. This judg-
ment is based on a drop in opium prices’indicating
‘a glut on the market on the Burmese side of the
border. - ‘

To dale, opium and heroin have followed cer-
tain routes, and the Americans are concentrating
first oni closing off thesc routes. The flow of heroin
follows the line ‘of least resistance, one U.8S. offi-
¢ial said “We will stop it coming one way and it
will flow around us. The traffickers will find new
routes and we will close them off till it’s no lenger
worthwhile, We can pinch the flow off across
Thailand and Laos eventually, but the traffickers
can always move through Burmese territory to

_Rangoon and the Bay of Bengal and there won’t be
< much we can do about it. We have no political

leverage in Burma.”
American officials say about 450 tons of opium

7 Mou Seu, claiming immunity as a legislator,
has not yet been proseculed. This immunity runs
out when the Assembly closes Nov. 11, and many

4

are produced annually in Burma’s Shan and Wa

states.

city of Kengtung., From Kengtung it follows the
Burmese road system io Tachilek opposite the

Thai town of .Mai Sai. There are at least eight

heroin refineries around Tachilek. )

Frem Tachilek heroin moves in two direc-
tions, one across the berder into Thailand and
through Thailand’s busy road net, the other east

The opium flows out of the hills to the walled

from Tachilek to a point just north of the area -

where Burma, Laos and Thailand come to-

Muong Hi village then continues down fo the Yao
tribes’ headquarters at Nam Keun on the Mekong
River. :

In the Nam Keun arca there are also heroin
refineries which handle not only Burmese opium,
but opium grown by the Lahy and Ekaw tribes in

CiA-RDP80-01601R000900090001+6
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THE U.S. government has insisted for
years that its unofficial CTA-run airline, Air
America, has not heen running opiwmn in the
motntain-hound Asian land of Laos,

But pow, from the files of the CIA apd..

other.- U.S. intellighce agencies, woluve oy-
idence thal U.S. ground and air equipment

" —Iif not U.S. personncl—has formed the

‘backbone of the Laos opium trade. '

“SELECTED ROYAL Lao Army and
 Royal Lao Air Force units, utilizing air and
. ground equipment furnished by the Uu.s.,

provide the means for protecting, transpert-
ing and processing of narcotics,” reports
*one Intelligence summary on Laos.

.- YA broad spectrum of Lao society is in-
- valved in-the harcotics business, including
¥ Generals, Princes, high-level bureauerafs

T T TN
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and Province Governors,” says the report.

Another document, complete with a seerel
CIA map, reports unequivocally: ‘Most of
the refineries in Laos operate under the pro-
tection of the Royal Laolian  Armed
IPorces...Some reports suggest that a sen-
for Royal Laotian Armed Forces officer
may hold an ewnership interest in a few of
these facilities.” . ) :

To .end narcotics running by the highesié
echelons of Laotian socicty, the documcn?§
propose drastic action. j ;

“An important target group will bo'the’
air force generals and other Royal Las Alr:
Force personnel who command and gperate’
the transport aircraft involved in shipping -
narcotics.” 'y/ ‘

I e .&” Lo i
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By Jack Aunderson

. The U.S. government has in-
sisted for years that its unof-
ficial "CIA-run airline, Ajr
America, has not been run-
ning opium in the mountain-
|fus Asian land of Laos,
But now, from the files of
the CTA and other U.S. intelli-
gence agencics, we have evi-
dence that U.S. ground and air
equipment — if not U.S. per-
sonnel - has formed the bacl-
bone of the Laos opium trade,
“Selected Royal Lao Army
and - Royal Lao Air TForce
units, wlilizing air and ground
by the
United States, provide .he
means for protecting, {rans-
portirig and processing of nar-
coties,™ reports one  intelli-

“A broad spectrum of Lago
soeiety Jy dnvolved in the nar-
coties business, including Gen-
crals, Princes, high-level bu-
reauerats ‘and Provinece Gover-
nors,” says the report.

Another' document com-
plete «vith a secret CIA map,
reports unequivoeally: "“Most
Jof the refirieries in Laos oper-
ale under the protection of
‘the Royal Laotian Armed

Forees . . . Some reports sug- {But recently the Fed aided the

gest that a senior Royal Lao-i
‘lian Armed Forees officer may
hold &n ownership interest in

the highset echelons of Lao-
tian
propose drastic action.

will be the Air Force generals
personnel who command and

operate the {ransport aireraft
involved in shipping narcotics,

some ald to Laos.

in the transport of narcotics.”

tian anti-herein law is having
some effect. But, in fact, only
lowly opium hustlers are ar-
princes go uniouched, :
Jonah and the Whale

is  supposed 1o

over an entire industry.

a few of these facilities.”

play was suppos’ed_}@_oﬂ be the

To end narcotics running b.i’
society, the documents
“An impertant {arget group

and other Royal Lao Air Force

“Officials high and low
who are found to e involved
in a substantial way will have
to be removed from positions

armored
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car and courier in.
dustry, a collection of small
companies all over the ecoun-
try.

The banks would like to

swallow up the industry, and
the Fed has been deliberating
whether to grant permission.

Unwilling to play Jonah to

one

the hanks’ whale, the armored
car and courier companies are
fighting back. As part of their
counterattack,
firm hired Dun & RBradstreet

courier

of influence,” urges the memo. [t0 survey how good a job the

It recommends curtailment of

Hiss

his is aimed specifically

the Royal Laotian Air

In recent months, America’s

courier companies do.

They decided to survey the

ibranches
service, this would he convine-
ing argument (hat the indus-
try deserved to survive.

liked

{Fed’s own outlving banks, fig-
at eliminaling the use of all luring that if the Fed’s
UsS-owned aireraft operated
by
Yoree or U.S.-leased aireraft,
including U.S. support items,

own
the courier

Dun & Bradstreect gathered

20 interviews with Fed bauks

spokesmen claim a new Lao-{before their hosses in Wash-

rested; the gencrals and

The Federal Reserve Board
supervise
banks, not do their dirty work.
banks in an atiempt to take

The victim of this power

grani.

Reserve

that

courier

ington got wind of the survey.

Off-went a peremptory tele-

-G(It

a Fed

appears
briate for officials of Federal
banks and branches
to express any opinions about
courier services,” wired Board
Seeretary Tynan Smith, noting
decision on the
takeover was pending.

inappro-

To make abiolutely sure the

¢

survey was stymied,
Smith added: “Please keep us
informed if you are contacted
for such information.,” This so

- :
1

S

intimidated the regional Fed
officials that two of them, whe
had already given interviews,
tried to withdraw them. Other
officials insisted their replies
be totally anonymous. -
Although the survey was
aborted, the courier services
did get some use out of it,
Based on the incomplete re-
turns, it showed the Fed hanks
were generally satisfied with
tlic private courier services.

No Spanish Allowed

A top anti-poverty official
has scolded subordinzties for
speaking Spanish at a recent |
meeting that included Span-
ish-speaking officials. )

“I was appalled,” wrote op-
erations chief James Griffith,
“lo.hear a meeting of in-house
(anti-pvoerty) people c¢losed
with a stalement in Spanish
and answered in Spanish. This
was -absolutely uncalled for
and taken as a direct insult by
the persons in attendance.”

Griffith's rchuke was di-
rected at migrant staff olficial
Pele Merilez, Asked for an ex-
planation, Griffith told us:
“We poor gringos who don’t
speak Spanish sometimes get
embarrassed when we hear
others speak it. We zet the
fecling they’re speaking be. -
hind our backs.” :

@ 1972, United Feature Syndicate
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Southeast
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By Alfred W, McCoy.
With Cathleen B. Read
“and Leonard P. Adams II.
; Hlustrated. 464 pp.
New York: Harper & Row. $10.95.
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By JAMES M. MARKHANM

" It looks as though Papaver somni-
" ferum, the rather beautiful - opium
poppy, is going to provide us with
a new genre of film, fiction, journal-
ism and, cven, scholarship. This is
understandable. Heroin addiction is
savaging our cities. “Any nation that
moves -down the road to addiction,
that nation hae something laken out’
of its character,” President Nixon
observed last March shortly after his-
return from China, once the most
addicted ‘of nations. Mr. Nixon has,
declared “war’™ on heroin at home—

and galvanized his emissaries abroad. .

In certain parts of the world, Amer-
ican diplomats now give almost
monomaniacal attention-to persuad-
ing frequently indifferent or corrupt
‘officials to do something about poppy
cultivation, heroin refining “and
heroin trafficking.’

" Moreover, from!the perspective of
2 journalist or film‘maker, the sub-
ject is a natural, replete with ignor-
ant hill tribesmen hacking away at
their poppy ficlds in remote corners
of Asid, ragtag paramilitary smug-
glers leading vast mule caravans
across cloud -shrouded mountains,
§lmdowy,Chinese middlemen bribing

James M. Markham, who was a
correspondent for The Associated
Press in South Asia and Africa, now.

reports frequently on drug problems
for The Times.

o

P 1972, :‘I‘lle New Yorlk Ti.mes Co. Al

. . STATOTHR ...

'  to strap.on “body pact

;" carriers of disquicti
o3

: gcholarship in the new genrc, comes |
\ Last Word]. Before it was even in gal-
‘i,fﬁ leys—on Jun
% gence A
«'to Harper & Row 1

THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

ST
§0-01601R
b apa

3 September 1972
001703/04 : CI%—RDP
movie natural, wit
bigh - ranking officials” to look the
other way, cosmopolitan Corsic¢an
intriguers arranging for stewardesses
w” of No. 4
“heroin 2nd fly to New York, in.tre:pid :
undercover agents irying to foil all
of the aforementioned and—Ilast, but
by no means least . important—the
junkies on our streets, symptoms and
sg discases.

ng
t work of ncar-:

This book, the firs

10 us redolent of controversy [see The
¢ 1—the Central Intelh-
gency dispatched an employe
n New York to warl
the company that the book could vrell-
beinaccurate, libelous and “daniaging
to the interests of this country,’” ac-
cording to the recollection of Exceu-'
tive Editor M. S. Wyeth, The next day
Jfred McCoy testified before a Senate
subcommittee about alleged involve-
ment of high-ranking South Vietna-
mese officials, Alr America and others
.in the opium buciness. Alarmed, the
IGLAs General Counsel, Lawrence R.
"Houston, stepped up the pressure, and
en July 5 asked to “sec the text prior
{e publication” in order to point out
its inaccuracies. .

~

In a display of post-Irving caution
—and over the author’s objections—
= Harper & Row agreed on July 19.to

It the C.LA. consider the galleys for
_ a week and submit its criticisms, on
the - understanding that the publish-
ers would be under no obligation to
make any changes. The mountain at
Langley, Va., labored and produced
a mouse. The 1,500-word critique
the Agency returned to IHarper &
-Row on July 28 understandably
“underwhelmed” the cditers (who ap-
peared to have been concerned main-
ly about libel suits) and they decided
to- proceced with the publication of:

the book. )

The C.LAJs clumsy intervention—
_particularly when linked to its on-
going efforts to prevent a forme
agent, Victor L. Marchetti, from eve

writing a book about the Agency-in its
Inopf—-is ccriously;

for Alfred A
disturbing. So is Harper & Row’s sub-
mission of the book for prepublica-

- tion criticism; it scts a worrying

“cial case. But the C.LA. assaulted the

\/s:l‘.rikcbrcakers

T a very

Poioxtie

precedent even if the company main-
tains, as it does, that this- was a spe-
McCoy book like a bull lunging at a
matedor’s outstretched cape. For
what the 27-year-old Yale graduate
student has given us is not—as ad-
vertised—an CXpose -of “CJ.A. in-
volvernent in the drug traffic” but
rather a fascinating, often meticulous
‘unraveling of the byzantine compicx"x—
ies of the Southeast Asian cpium
and heroin trade. To be suro, NeCoy
“weaves a New Left anti-CrLA. leit-
motif throughout his pages$ and at
imes Japses into the errof (asually
made by angry non-Aae. cang)  of
crediting American cspionage -with
history-bending powers. Thus, in the
carly (and weakest) chapters of the
book we are led to helicve that if
he 0.5.6. had not backed the Iiafia
in Sicily at the end of World War 1I
and if the C.LA. had not gponsored
orsicanmabsters &5 anti-Communist
on the Marsciiles
waterfront, these 1wo underworld
groups would have subsided into
well-descrved oblivion and never
cotien into heroin trafficking. L
As a former C.LA. agent ‘told Sey-
mour Iersh (who unearthed  the
pre-publication fiasco), McCoy’s as-.
sertions are “10 per cent tendentious
and 50 per cent of the most valuable
contribution 1 can think of.” “He's
liberal kid,” the ex-agent con-
tinued, “and he'd Yke to nail the
-establishment. But some leading in-
teiligence officers inside the Govern-
ment’s program think that his research
ig great.” Well they might. For mMcCoy
_has done his homewaork, and, unlike
most authors of books about spooks
and mobsters, he gives us a rich set
of footnotes. It is too bad they are
not at the bottom of the pages, be-
_cause -this is a book to be read in
. tandem with its footnotes, Some as-
sertions in the text are stronger than
the footnotes they rest on; many

r ‘are not.

The hook’s strength docs not lie
finger-wagging approach to his-
torv, but inits astounding-but-truc
tales of exotic rivalries that inake up
the heroin trade. Have you ever heard, '
for example, 1 ’ - o
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[HES " By Michael T. Malloy
o ‘We were Just about to take off from
" one of {he many secret alrstrips the Cen-
' iral Intelligence Agency hiad cut into the
- Imountains of horthern Lzaos, when a fribal
- 8oldier hurried up, spoke hriefly to an
“American Cla agent, ang threw ga big,
t White canvas bag aboard, 1 already half
“knew the auswer, but as we buckleg our
seat belts I asked the agent what was in
the bag. . .
. He Joolked embarrassed,
said. '
) Embarrassment wWas  the strongest
emotion that American officialdom showed
‘a decade ago ir anyone mentioneg the
wide-open dope t{raffic conducted by oup
allies in Southeast Asis, Nurcoties smug-
gling  was more often

“‘Opium,” he

»

- When the Embarragsed Ch uclling Stopped

i Y \ v : M e Migy v 2 :}? l}E'.v ‘g s P
25, Upium, and the
et . -

Our Allie

R T A " IS A

Staff Writer Malloy spent several
Years in Soutlicqst Asia as q corre-
spondent  for United Press Inter-
national,

WWVMWMWM

amount of jres publicity hy asking Narper
& Row to suppress itg publication, It
trapped itgels in_a “put up or shut up’,
cornier by teiling the publishing company
it coulg demonstraie that author Alfred
McCoy's allegations were “tolally ralse.
It failed to demonstrate any such thing
wnen Harper & Row broke bublishing
tradition oy giving the agency an advance
ook as the hook and a chance to explode

STATOTHR

- viewed with amused tol-
erance ag just  another
. Asian peceadillo like cor-

ruption, golg smuggling,
©and night clubg that ad-
vertised “Twenty - Iresh
‘Girls Just Arrived From
Bangkok  with Medical
; Cerlifiq’aleg.”

White slavery and goid
smuggling stil) rate little
more than an embarrass.
ed chuckle at some of our
Southeast Asian embas-
sies (“we're here to fight
communism, not to play
missionary”), hut narco-

‘The hook is so : j
thorou ghly researched,
so carefully annotated,
and so specific in its
accusations that even
the Central I ntelligence
i Agency hag crawled out
5 of its accustomed shell
? of secrecy to jssue 11
pPages of denjals,

tics s something  else,
The’ epidemic of opium-baseq heroin that
struck our armies there in 1g7p and the
frigmem'ng Inroads the Arug has made
. among high-schoo] students at home have
turned that amusing peccadillo into a
de_adly menace to our own national welj-
eing. .
Free Fubliejty :
S0 The Politics of Heroin in Southeast
- Asia couldnt have been published at g
- Worse time for the
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& than pro Jorma evasions and
. denials. But this book, publisheq Aug. 17,
- 1s so thorougmy Tesearched, so carefully

annotated, ang i
11

Eency has crawleq out of its accustomed

cshell, 1t guaranteed the book an enormous

g?e&é r?irésl}gcrecy to plgylﬁ;griﬁglélalggezqﬂﬂ ]53/‘9@ _C|A-RD

its charges, Instead of brevenling itg
'pub;ication, the president Of the 155-year-
old Publishing houge said the CIA’S re-
Sponuse merely “reaffirmeq’’ his com-
bany’s confidence in the book,

McCoy is a 27-year-old graduate stu-
(lent at vale. 1ig book is a monumental
Dbiece of scholarship in a field that
sometimics resistg investigation
boint of killing the investigators, He has
interviewed spies, gun runners, opium
farmers, . mercenaries, policemen, and -
generals along a {raj] that ran from dusty
Luropean libraries to mountaintops in the
N0 man's land o northern f.aos. He pro- .
duceg a fuscir_iating tale of Mmercenary
armies, lost battalicns, CoOMmmando raids
on Communist China, and wig mountain
tribesmen leg by hard-drinking American ‘
adventurers who Sometimes bay cash -
bounties for ehemy ears. 1y ig right out of :

Mlgsfen. CIA DA 618D TRE00900090001-6

pprovea MCCoy’s  chief conclysion is that Continueq
The agency should have stayved in itg “American diplomats ang S3¢Crel arenic

‘hiave Bonrm dmeat. 0
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NEWS STORIES this week made much rejected the agency’s suggested editing of
of President Nixon's pledge to cutoff the book. After a careful review of the
ald to any foreign government whose lead- manuseript and study of the CIA’s objee-
ers “protect” international drug traffick- {ions to it, “it is our sincere opinion,” 2
‘o ers. This was in response to Senator Harper’s executive replied, “that Mr.- :

George McGovern’s carlier charge that MecCoy's scholarship ' remains unshaken
. “the administration had failed to crack - and we do not see any reason for making
- .down on the narcotics trade in Southeast any changes.”

T

.- . Asia because it needs “air bases in Thai- “The Politics of Heroin” takes a long

b R e 211 4 1 P 7y O .

: land, Lao p?exlc.cnanes”dnd Viethamese - g0k at the Golden Triangle, where Laos,
soldiers to fight its war. Thailand and Burma meet; it produces 60 -

. Senator McGovern’s charges conld or cent 1 . e
: £ nt of the world’s supply of heroin,
. have been based on the documented book Ii)nc]uding {he Double UO 113{?8116 that has -
Y by 1the ‘2,7mmg)\<"q'1? 'SC}lQléliJ:‘ Allred W.  jhereasingly furned up in the New York .
McCoy, “The Pelities of Heroin inSouth- 549 piami areas. The Double UOlab was
cast Asia.” Harper & Row released it,  formerly owned by General Ousane Ratti-
-uncut, after the Central lutelligence AZen-  pone  commander -in - chief of the Royal
cy had sought to have IHarper siop publi- 7 a0tjan Army in CIA-controlled territory.
cation and to discredit McCey’s investiga- ’

tive reporting. ook % * -'i

o * 0% 4 EROIN and opium, McCoy states, .

h@: ¢COY presents the CIA-Harper con- have been fransporied in American e
troversy in a lengthy exchange of planes (the CIA-chartered Air Americal.

letters and memos prior to publication. U.S. persomiel may not be directly in- :
Documentation on those strange and, for volved in the trade, but they tend to look
the CIA, very open presswe tacties ap-  away because drug trafficking is a tradi-
pearstmthe September 21 issue of the New tion in that part of the world. Yel looking
York Review ol Books. McCoy calls these  the other way, McCoy’s book empliasizes,
tactics “the strongest evidence of the folly  has inereased drug addiction among |
of allowing government agencics to help  Amecricans, both GIs and those at home.
decide what will be published.” McCoy’s reply o CIA pressure: “If
Harper, over McCoy's ghjections, did  America’s publishers are uot carcful {o
allow . the CIA to see page proofs of the defend their own constitutional preroga-
. hook which analyzes the CIA’s role in the tives, then the CIA, for one, secms ouly
international heroin fraffic. But Harper oo willing. to help them wither away.” '
M“__’ o Lo . - . ~ - ..ﬁ.._.:.:..:,-._s..;..‘;u-/mu-v—:- o te __A
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S and ydwed in the violent turbulence as

September
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l'(o ‘twin engines strained to maintain 160
- knots. Its American pilot gripped the

controlq with every ounce of strength he
e c‘QuH muster, and his eyes u(;h@d from gOdkerg through with sweat, and the pilot
",the strain of searching the dar:\ne"s~ -

to avoid the towering Himalayan -

Th“y’(v {aken off from a scoret base over

“e

heir way east of the Tibetan capital of .

hgentq and Pupphes to a band of Tibetan

thc Comm umsts

éscnberx “Ho!d your courou,’? he

.put us right on.”

“get-ready” light to alert the Tibetan

£,

L : - on the buzzer
ust as the last chute” opened, the old
lane was suddenly rocked by deadiy
2 Communist 37mm antiaircraft fire and
the pilot cursed to himself, “Goddam—
Appmwm&MH%IOA

bastatds were wamna for us.”
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L.hasa, long occupied by the forces-", -
2 of Red, Chmd Their mission: drop o

vgucmna who were still ’whtmg o

uchﬁd up, flicking om the -~

agents who'd be ;umpmg, and the

STATOTHR

1972

But he rnﬂmcﬂc* to drop down ana
contour fly the valle sy floors, below the
“Red radar, and just after dawn they
!anded back at their base. They climbed
from the plane, their gray uniforms

muttered for the thous ndth time, “There's gotia
© 7.0 be an easier way to make a buck.”

- mountains on each side. Thﬂ C—46 was ancient, but its skin had been polished

“to shine like a mirror. Back toward the tail were

‘three hours ago and were threading small b]ua letters that spelled cut “Air America” The

. <1 only other identifying marks were the fresh
‘ 37rnm ho!cs m the left w.ng panels

Thtounhout A%la pf‘opin have come to reccqmz@
“these strange aircraft and their even stranger
Amencan pilots. Especially the pilots. You {earn to
spot them wherever you are. They're the guys

m 1he gray. Air Force-type uniforms, crushed caps,
cowboy boots, with pzsto!s hanging at thmr- '

i °!dea They can be found raising hell in the Suzy

o7 Wong section of Hong Kong or racing motor

d. "Another ’iWO minutes should bs <es along Tu Do Street in Saigon or joking with tha

girls at the Vieng Rattay Club in Vientiar

They re the pilots of the cloak and daggaer Air
Amenca one of the wotld's least known ?zrlmc,.,
e Many are “old China hands™ who first
bﬁoan ﬂymg sor the “outflit” back when mainland
_China belonged to Chiang Kai-shek. They're

Lhm !ast of thot breed known as soldiers of foriune,
e .and these devs!-may-care marcenaries. 1!15

| o continued
CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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Smuggling?

“was ‘covertly established by the

J T g

' W, o2Y L
.

. Despite jts full commitment to the
fight against the narcotics trade, the
CIA runs into continual accusations of
engaging in the traffic {tself.

- The accusations center around Alr

. America, an afrline operaling in Viet-

nam and Laos and dnto’ the “Golden
Triange' where 70 per cont of the
iorld's illicit opium Js produced.

: Tt s en open secret that Alr America
u.s.
government to provide gafe and ade-
quate’ air services in‘a part of the world
where conunex;cial.carri.ers provided nei-

. ther, - -

. The capital to start it was funneled
through the CIA, which'still serves as a
funding mechanism for operating costs,
but it is a seml-aulonomous organization
vwhose employes ave. all civilians -under
contract o the ahline and not to the
CIA or the U.S. government, )

AIR AMERICA. RUNS scheduled
filghts throughout ~Vietnam and Laos,

.@nd it is used by all manner 6 passen-
_ gers With official travel orders.

“In Laos, it is also used on & charter

basis ‘to support the irregular war effort
against the North Vietnamese, trans-’
porting supplies, equipment and food as

well as advisers and the Meo iribesmen
and their families from hilltop airstrip
{0 hilltop airstrip. ) :

“Throughout the “‘Golden Triangle" —

which is beyond all formal adminis-—

tration, no matter what the lines on the

map say — no currency has much value, |

and raw opium serves as the basis of
what passes for an economy. .

- . The CIA does not and never has paid

#ts assets in it and does not and never
has dealt in it. The iribcsmen with
whom the CIA works, however, do deal
in it, and raw opium in small amounts
has undoubiedly moved on Air America
flights in the bundles of Meo personal
possessions.

- ATR AMERICA WILL stop this when it
can, but it Isn't easy. No U.S. airline,
for example, has -yet discovered how to
prevent even shotguns from being

smuggled aboard their flights. The prob-

lem is in any event inconsequential,

? Ye

TR SN prc A e

)

tined for use only as currency in Mco
village barter. -

. Far more serlous s the problem of
ranking Laotian diplomats and military
notables who smuggle large quantities of
opium and heroin out of Laos and into
the world market. .

The diplomats are immune 10. search

"when they travel, and an Afr America

employe — a resident alien in Laos —
would be on a sticky wicket ff he irled
to search the lugpage of a senior Lao-
tian official in Laos itself.

The responsibility, moreover, is not
that ot the airline but of the customs
service in the country of arrival, MHere

- apain, diplomatic luggage is immune to

soarch, as are certain official aircraft
used by the military, and a country that
inslsis on an iliegal scarch had better
{find what it is looking for. .~ = -

TT0% JULY. HARPER'S magazine fea:

fures an extract, from ‘the forthcoming,

book “The Politics of 1lercin in South-
east Asia,”” by Yale Th.D. student Al
fred McCoy. The extract staris with a
detailed description of the arrival at
Orly Airport in Paris on 25 April 1971 of
Prince Sopsaisana, the new Laotian am-
bassador to I'rance.’ St

Despite'ﬂm presence of a large recep-
tion party, the prince insisted on waiting
for his numerous official suitcases like
an ordinary tourist, and when they ar-
rived he at once noliced one was niss-
ing. He angrily demanded that it be pro-
duced; but was forced to depart with the
promise that it would be delivered 1o the
Laotian embassy as soon as ii was
found. :

* The sujtcase contained 132 pounds of

pure heroin. France refused to accept
Sopsaisana’s’ credentials, and he had to
return to Laos., ° - .

The gist of McCoy's article is that the
drug trade in thée “Golden Triangle”
flourishes with CIA suppori. his argu-
ment runs: ST

6. All the leading figures in Laos ‘are
deeply invelved in the drug trade.

® The CIA works closely with many
of these ligures. - o ’

9 Ergo, the CIA is support—ingfhe'
‘;k__,sjnce the .amounts are small and des- drug trade. - Y :

——n e R L LT I

STATOTHR
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While the first two statements are cor-
rect, the conclusion is not valid and is
not borne out by any evidence,

McCoy might, . for

example, have

asked who tipped the 'French' govern- -

ment off to this particular shipment.
Customs officials do- not ‘take it upon
themselves to search an ambassador’s
lugzage. Authority for that can only

come from the highest levels, and takes

days to arrange.

The Orly officials, morcover; knew
pracisaly which suitcase o sequester.
They. removed the right piece of luggage
and let the rest go in a matler of min-
utes, obviously before theve had beén

short they had heard from Victinle ex-
actly what to look for, and this tip did

not come from the Laotian government.

The U.S. government, through the
State Department and the ClA, is doing
all §t can to scotch the trade. The gov-
ermnent of South Vietnam has had im-
pressed on it that collusion between ifs
customs officials and arriving smugglers
is a serious. malter, and it has arrested
both its own citizens and halted ~and
searched ranking foreigners.

In short, neither the CIA nor
any other U.S. agency has ever deliber-

ately engaged in, fostered or cast a de- |

liberately blind eye on narcotics smuggl-
ing, although it has worked in other
ficlds with officials who have been pri-
vately active in that one.

© Raw opium has wundoubtedly been
fransported on Air America flights in
the past, but only as a private venture of
a foreign passenger, and never wilh lhe
connivance of an Air America employe.
And the CIA has done what it can to
prevent the use of Air America for such
purposes. :

The stories will no doubt voutinue, as

‘long as there is a need for air services

in Indochina, and as loug as opium holds

s @.@Eﬂmfm‘?\ N@ |

“‘any chance to-search all of them. In ’

the peculiar place it does in the ccono-

my of that part of the world. But the
stories must be scen in perspective, and
in no way will they support the con-
tention that the U.S. government,

.. through the activities of the CLA, has de-
international ’
narcotics {rade. : N

Yiberately furthered the

TR BN e S
-
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"_' with former prisoners paint a it calls “re-egiucat:ion centers,”
_* picture of widespread forture A formal written request -was
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for Communist sympathizers:
and agents since the North Viet-:

INJAILSREPORTED

il L) 1L UILL

* - ‘ : : ~ Some - of .

Documents and Inferviews reached “ihis™ correspondent
. - through friends of prisorers or

Indicate Wide Abuse of

crjitics Olf1 the (‘ro*.rermmn]t3 to
. e . . .whom the papers had bheen
;1 Political Prisoners 3

passed. Some of the interviews
‘were "also arranged this- way.

, “.‘By SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG

« Speclal to The New York Times

* 'Additional  information  was
gathered on the basis of other
leads.

! SAIGON, South Victnam,

Aug. 12—Documents smuggled pang for the Saipon Govern-
out of South Victnamese pris: ment refuses to allow journalw
ons and extensive interviews ists to visit its prisons, which,

sive.

There is no way to verify
the accounts of tforture first

of people jailed by the Saigon = A1) o those jnterviewed said!
Government since the North their names could not be used
Vietnamese' ‘offensive started. because they feared police re-
four &nd a half mehths ago. prisals. '
- Here is a sampling of the Reports Are Similar
prisoners accounts, - | | As with fhe smupsiod docn
. [ H » > " -
.. '§“Nguy en Thi Yen was beat-| roporite the gccounts given
‘en unconscious with a wood-l by former prisoners in inter-
en rod. Later; when she- re-{ views. But although one can-j’
vived, she was fprced to stand] not establish after the fact that
naked before about 10 tortur-

the welts' and scars visible on
ers, who burned her breasts| HRCiT hodies were inflicted by
with lighted cigarettes.”

the police, the widespread re-
$“Irich Dinh Ban was beat-

porls bear out the prisoners’
version,

en so badly in the face that

the swelling shut and infectedq Government legislators defend

" Government officials and pro-
his ¢yes. The police drove nce-
dles through his fingertips and
battered him on the chest and
soles of his feet until he was
unable to move.” !
" £"Vo Thi -Bach Tuyet was
beaten and hung by her fect un-
der a blazing light. Later, they

put her in a tiny room half wouldn’t wait until the Viet-

flooded with water and let mice

- and insects run over her body.”

Stories Are Typical
" These particular accounts are
said to describe the torture
of three studeént leaders still
being held in South Vietnam-
€se jails on suspicion of being
Communist sympathizers. The
accounls in these documents

and many othcrs obtained by -

this correspondent were pur-
portedly. written by prisoners
~and in sore cases by sym-
pathetic guards ~— and then
smugeled out.

The three accounts are typ-

fcal of the stories told in the pregnant. One was beaten bad-

* othier documents and in the in-| ly. Another wothan was beat-

terviews about the treatment]| €0 mostly on the knees, which
| became infected. :

of the thousands of students,

wquers, peasants, women and
children '

the recent repressive measures
by arguing that the survival of
South Vieinam is at stake.
Critics reply that only the Gov-
ernment of President Nguyen
Van Thicu, not South Vietnam,
is af stake., .
“Necessity Tequires us to
accept a flexitle view of the
law,” s3id one official. “You

cong agent pointed his pun at

your back before you hand-.
cuffed him, would you?. Legal.

aspects ‘do not count when
there is a question of survival
involved.” .
The victims obviously feel
differently. Here, for example,
is part of an account given
by a woman who was interro-
gated intensively but not beat-
en in a police detention cen-
ter in Saigon and then released:
“When you were being in--
terrogated, you could hear the
screams of people being tor-
tured. Sometimes they showed
you the torture going on, to
try to frighten you into saying
what they. wanted you to say.
#Two women in my cell were

|

student |
cutting

“One high school
tried to kill herself b

“resigbptotred ForRefetise 2001403104

“tional policé and military au-‘yer taps In the washroon?,'out .
{horities in the “pre-emptive she failed. They had tortured

1 v ey
sweeps”’ made in the search h?ick Fubber ban 9. zround her

head to squeeze it. 1t muade

by putting” some kind of

r oves swell out and gave

namese Army.began its. offen-! her vnbearable beadaches.

“Dne girl was so hadly tor.

the ';dQCume‘htS‘, tured that the police Icit her

in a corridor outside the in-
terrogation room for- a day-—
so that other prisoners would
not seg her condition.

This was a typical story of
those intervicwed. Some said
that water had been forced
down their mouths uniil they
nearly drowtied. Others told of
electric prods used on sensi-
tive parts of the body, of fin-
gernails  pulled out and of

‘fingers mashed, .

Several of the informants said,
they had discovered, while in’
prison, a sardonic saying fa-
vored by the police—-“Khong,
danh cho co.”” — “If they are:
innocent, beat them until they
become guiltv.” |

The accounts of the inform-
ants indicated that the worst

no. Mahy students were
seized in Hue, some of- them
reportedly while working in
refugee centers., N
Little Distinction Indicated
It is also impossible to tel}
how many of those arrested
really have Communist con-
nections and how many are sim-
ply opposed to the Govern.
ment of President Thicy, . be-
cause the police seem to make
little distinction, There is aj,
thivd category of prisoners as
well «— people who were ap-
parently seized at random and
who commilted no crime, They
just happened to have been in
the wrong place. :
.. Critics of the Government
say that cach district adminis- -

[tration has been given a quota

of arrests and that local offi-
cials have been trying to meet
the quotas quickly with little
regard for legal niceties.
According to one document,
purportedly written-by a sym-
Eathetic jailer, an old woman
as been imprisoned in Con:
Son because one of her sons:
is regarded as a Communist:

torturing took place while pris-i
oners were being interrogated
in police centers -—— before they
were transferred to prisons
such as Con Son and Chi Hoa.
Con Son is South Vietnam's
biggest civilian penitentiary,
situated- on Con Son, an island
140 miles-southecast of Saigon.
Chi Hoa, the country’s second
largest prison, is in Saigon. -

The informants said that
most of the torture and inter-
rogation' took place belween
10 PM. and 3 A.M. They said
some of the prisoners, under
torture or fearing torture,
agreed to become police agents
to win their release.

Names Are Glven

Some of the documents pur-
portedly smuggled out of the
prisons gave the namnes of five
persons who had been tortured
to death receéntly in jail, and
:said this was only a part list.
“The documents listed Buu Chi
and Nzuyen Duy Hien, students’
from the Hue area who_were|
said to have dicd in Con Son.
Also listed were Ta Xuan
Thanh, Dinh Van Ut and Pui
Duong of Saigon, who. werc’
said to have died in Chi Hoa.i
"1t is impossible to tell, with- |
jout Government cooperation,;
how many- thousands have been:
arrested since the North Viet-
namese offensive began. Most.
foreign diplomats think the fig-
ure-is well over 10,000. One
American source said that
slightly over 15,060 people had
been jailed and about 5,000 re-:
Icased later. But whatever the
cxact figures, it is clear that
thousands romain in prison and
that arrests continue. |

The bulk of the arrests havel

v,

{been in the Mekong Delta south

cC{AsRDPR80-04 60+

svmpathizer and is in hiding.
Her four cother sons are in the
South Viethamese Anny. Shej
wants to write them about what
had happened to her, the jailer
said, but she has forgot{en their,
military addresses and the pris-,
on guthorities will not help her

communicate with them.

Family Links One Cause
This woman seems to be typ-
ical of many of those arrested
recently. They wers picked up
bécause they have relatives
who are active Vietcong or
suspected of having some link
with the Communists, But ac-
‘cording to the Vietnamese of-
ficials themselves, most fami-
lies in South Vietnam have a
relative or relatives “with the
other side” and the Govern-
ment would have to arrest mil-
lions if it were to apply this

criterion across the board,

Nguyen Van Thong, a pro-
Government member of the
lower house and chairman of
the committee that deals x\_nth
police and prison legisiation,
said in a recent interview that
the Government should have
sarried out these arrests a lot
earlier, Though NMr. Thong ack-
nowledged that some innocent
people had undouvbtedly been
arrested, he said, "“These peo-.
ple will sooner or later get
out of jail.”

Legal form, rately observed
with fidelity at any time in
South Vietnam’s recent history,
has clearly been abandoned
since the enemy offensive be-
gan. On the one hand, Presi-|
dent Thieu continues to de-
clare that the back of the
North Vietnamese drive has
been broken, yet on the other
he has been using his recently
009009900058 to nar-

crtics further. ©
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"By Tim O'Bricn

. Washingicen Post Ste{l Writer

The Central Intelligence
Agency hLas sent Harper and
Row, Inc.,, a detailed critique
of a book {he firm is about to
relcase, sayving the worlk will
do a “disservice” to the fight
against narcotics fralfic in
Southeast Asia,

The New York publishing
house, however, has decided to
go ahead with publication of
#The Polities of Ieroin in
‘Soulheast Asia” by Alfred W,
McCaoy, The firminformed the
CIA that. “it is our sincere
opinion that 1Alr, McCoy's

‘| scholarship remains unshaken|,

and we do nol sec any reason
{for making changes, in the
text.”

The hook s highly crjtical
of ithe CIA’s cfforts’ to sup-
press opium production and
smuggling i Southeast Asia.

On July 5, CiA General
Counsel Lawrence R. Houston
wrole {o Harper and Row, ask-
ing “{o ‘'sec the text” of the
book. “In the light of the per-
nicious. nature of the drug

Traffie, allegations concerning

involvement of the U.5. gov-
ernment thercin or the partici-
pation of American citizens
should he made only if bhascd
on hard. evidence,” Mouston
wrote. “Il is our belief that no
reputable  publishing  house
would wish 1o publish such al-
legations without heing as-
sured that the support evi-
dence. was valid.”

““This, of course, in no way
affects the right of a publisher
to decide what to publish. I
find it difficult to belicve,
however, that a responsible
publisher would wish to be as-
sociated with an attack on our
government invelving ihe vi-
cious international drug
traffic without at least trying
to ascertain the facts,” he
wrote.

Author . McCoy, when told
that Harper and Row planned
to release galley prools to the

- !CIA, protested. Je argued in a

letter to B. Brook Thomas, the
firm’s vice president and gen-
cral counsel, that “submilting
the manuscript to the CIA for
prior reyiew

take t} pprz\éédqpf-ﬁrfﬂ?

abandoning the First Am‘end

‘stateients

4 "] AL
LA

ment proteclion against prior
censorship”

MceCoy cited "extralegal ae-
tions” taken by the CIA to ob-
struet the hook’s publications.
Jie soid, “Visits by the CILA to
Harper and Row, the. tele-

J e
J(x\/\v AT th

phone calls, and the lelters
are extralesal altempts by the
CIA to harass and intimidate
me and my publisher.”
Thomas replied in a July 18

Ietter, however: “We want-
very much (o publish (ie
book). Buf we wanil even more
fo live up Lo the traditions and
responsibilities of a great pub-
lishing house as we sec them.
1f we are forced to make a
choice between the two, there
can be no doubt what that

choice must he.”

MeCoy, under “strong pro-
test,” agreed to give the CIA
an advance copy of his book.
He did so, he said yesterday,
“for pragmatic reasons,”
pavtly because of the firm's
decision not 1o publish  the
work i it were not first re-
viewed by the CIA.

Acknowledging
the manuscript,
Houston wrote
Row on July 21
intention to ask you to make
changes ‘in Mz, AMeCoy’s book
even if we beliove some of the
might he harmiul
to the goverameunt. 1t is possi-
ble that we might find some
statement  which is currently
and properly elassified in {he
interest of national security. If!
80, we will consult with you, f
but we hbelieve this is hl“hl\"
unhke]v Qur primary interest
is 'in the validity of the evi-
dence with which Mr. MeCoy
supports his allegations.”

A CIA agent hand-delivered
the agency’s formal eritique of
the book in a letler dated July
28, .

“Mr. MecCoy supports his
theme by citing a large num-
ber of allegations, assertions
and interpre(ations,” the 11-
page criticism said. “From an
examination. of these, it is
plain that Mr. McCoy has lim-
ited his citations to those sup-

receipt of
CIA counsel
Harper and:

0 have ignored availa-

»“1t is not our !

ble .informigtion which

might

O

|

!

_allegations,

G

contradlct it.”

“Mr, MceCoy's charges
against the CIA, both diveetly
and by innuendo, bave bheen
repeated by editorial writers
throughout {(he nation and
could create an accepted myth
that the CIA ‘has been in-
volved in the drug trafiic. The
truth is that CIA has never
been  involved in the drug
“traffic and is aclively engaged
in fighting against it. We be-
Heve that the cffecet of M.
McCoy's bhook is to do a dis-
service to this fight and to dis-
hearten the many sincere peo-
ple. in CIA who are at least as
concerned aboul this menace
as My, McCoy.”

In his book, MeCoy arpues
that “American diplomuis and
secrel agenls have heen in-
‘volved in the narcotics traffic

al three levels”-—-coincidental.
complicity- by allying with;

Cgroups cngaged in drug traf-]

trafficking’

ficking; abelling
'hy covering up for Southeast
Asian traffickers; and active
cngagement “in the llanspmt
of opium and heroin! )

The CIA critique
scveral, although not all, of
the illustrations used by
MceCoy (o substantiate his
three charges. For example,

McCoy said that Air America Abe azeney’s

—*which Js really a CIlA
charter airline”—has hcen ac-
tively involved in the irans-
port of opium producis out of
Lios. lis sources, he said, in-
clude former:l.aotian chiefl of
staff "Ouane Rattikone (him-
self a suspected drug smug-
_gler), Laotian air force com-
mander Gen. Thao Ma, a
USAID officer in laos, and,
. McCoy's own inlerviews with |
officials in Laotian villages. ‘

The CiA critique said: “We'
helicve the statement ‘\I‘r't
Paul Velte, Managing Direclor
of Air America, made on 2
June 1972 in response to these
labeling them as
‘utterly and absolutcly false,
clearly expresses the company
~and CIA views on this mat-;
‘ter.” ?

“General  Quane categori-.
cally denied that Air America!
was in any way involved in

‘that

covered ;.

MeCoy said yesterday that|
“there are over 200 pages of!
material o American opera-;
tions in the Golden Triangle;
arca. Qut of ail that, this is all.
they (the CIA) (mud come up g
with, Theyre only criticizing,
ahovut 2 pc" cont of 'my tmal
information.”

“The most 1cmarl~;ahlc thmg-
aboul the CIA's criticue is'
the agency actuslly z-.d-l
mitted that one of its ownti
mercenary army commanders, i
l.aptian Gen. Chao l.n, was
running a heroin lab in north-
western Thailand.,  Although
the CIA said il destroyed his
laboratory in mid-1971, it had
heen opiraling since.1BA5 a1vey

the agency’s full knowledg
he said. o
Elisabetly Jakab, the cdito®

handling the manuscript, said
yvesterday that “the industry.
has heen  verv cautious on
things Jike {his ever since the
Clifford Irving story broke” _
A source at Jarper and Row

[ sa'd the CIA wrote the pub-

“lishing firm that it cculd
i “prove beyvond  doubt™ that
’\I(Cm s {acls  were  wrong.

“They just didn't do it,” the
source said.

On Friday‘ the firm wrete',
the CIA, mspomlim{ to each of
criticisms. The
we can rauder
the author, the CIA and the
general publie is o publish’
the hook as cxpeditiously as
possible, and that is what we
intend lo do.' The Dbook is

“hest scrvice

scheduled for relcase on Au.;:,
17.
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VIENTIANE, Laos
American involvement in
South Vietnam -may  Le
vinding down, but in Laos
it continues {o grow,

The - significance is nol
yvet in- increased numbers,
. but in more. far-ranging -
© yoles. The newest once is
remolding of the Hoyal
Lao Army in the U5, for-
mal. An Indochina peace
“seltlement would end all
such ambitions undertak

er lcll\‘-
ings, but with the Ameri-
“can-backed Laotien
government in poor shape
militarily, the shoring-up
process is proceeding as if
the war J,'emains.lmcnd-
ing.
" Asnoted, the numbers of”
offieial, Americans report-
“ed in--laos is up only
slightly < -from .1,041 in
1970 to 1,100 last year
Now- it {otals 1,200, But
that does nol count daily

commutérs from Udorn,
Thailand, a--30-minute
flight " away. There the

Central Intelligence Agen-

oo,
¥

 Xmbasasy,

cy, the U.S, Army and Alr .

. Force, and the chartered
U.S. airlines” Alr "Amecrica
and Continental have:
their Laos-operation head-
quarters, “their logistical

base, and many of thcu‘ -

aircraft.’
Frcnch Supnlauted _

_ Americans -have sup-.
planted - the. Fronch
trainers of the Royal Lao
Army: - AVith the usual.
"take-charge” desire,
American military officers
are settling into their role
as revampers of the mot-
Jey Lao units into Ameri-.
. can-style - division, .

The -American organiz-
ers of these 1adl< al
changes-- insist -the Lao-
tians will conduct all their

RrpRaved

threc Americans

as .
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to oversde- the process at
cach of four training
campa, But if this endeav-
or follows {he American
expericnce in revamping
the Souvth - Vietnam - and
Camboc]iun armies,
1.8, presence in iz mm[h
will become plentiful,

The enlargement of {he'
American role expands in
other directions. The U.§
having recentiy
addcd a sccond Jarge
huilding, is now construct-
ing a third. Such diplo-
mats as narcotics agents
are houzed inside,

The AID mission, be-
sldes its own legitimate cl-
“vilian air program, cons

tinues to harbor CIA ficld

agents, despite a Washing-

ton announcement a \car_'

ago that this practice
would  end.

The AlD mission's yole

here
other

a5 "pavmaster" {or
agencies including

the .CIA. iz considered (‘0-.

fensible. As one AlD.ofji-
cial explained: "When
you've got irregular sol-
diers on the embattled
hill, that's CIA.
_¥ou've got civilians on the
same hill, that's AID, But
it's better to make onc rice

& ‘op than two—and AID .

is in the.
husiness, o v

The candor, with which
officials discuss American
-activities .here is'due {0.a
"fess-all" decision by Am-
bassador G. McMurtrie
Godley carly this vear. He
decided. il wasg cxn]amod
"that just ahout all the 5e-.

rice-dropping

“erel activity in Lao:. has

lez~ ked out.". ... . -

I’aﬂon-Ld\e I’hrases

Thus, Laos-is now rela-
-UVCIY open coverage. for
-reporters. Thailand is the

exists, e

.

the * -a

“some  denieal,

regime,

When
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With

sce-for-
mmsclf 1)01m, one might
azsume his image w ou;d,
have improved in the
press, Dut he is still ye-
garded in most profiles as

Godley's

daiplomat-turned-warri-
or. He uses such Patton-
like expressions as “piving
them the steel™ in refer
ring to a larger import of
artiliery to 1)&. used against:
the North Victuaracse and
Pathet Lao forees in Leos.
And while there s slili
many
restriciions

vious’
American military -
tics in J.aos have heen-
relaxed | during . Godley's
As.a foreicn
diplomat obhserved: "The
1662 Geneva big - power
agreement (o keep Laos
noen-involved iu. the In-

on

Jdochina war) is the most

\mlatcd document in rve-
cent history — b\’ both,
sides™ .

pre-

aclivi-.
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retired from the force long before its
useful aerodynamic life was exhausted
was that it was incapable of aceepting, in
a cost-effective manner, improved avi-
onics needed to counter an increasing

Soviet air defense threat. On the other’

hand, a principal factor which has con-
tributed to the long useful operational
life of the B-52 has been the ability of
that aircraft to accommodate improved
avionics in phas¢ with threat develop-
ments. '

The essential characteristics of a new
bomber—including its maximum avi-
onics weight capacity-—are dictated by
potential threat developments over the
extended period of time—several dec-
ades—yrepresented by the development
lead Lime of a new bomber plus the long
expected useful life of the bomber., It
would be oxtremecly unwise to design a
new homber—which will be operational
beyond the year 2000—withoul the ca-
pacity for future growth if needed. Iow-
ever, this does not mean that the B-1
will be delivered with 10,450 pounds of
electronics. Indeed, the Air Force hias no
{ntentions or plans to deliver the 3-1
with other than the avionies package
currently being aeveloped—and, as noted
earlier-——the weight of that package is

estimated at about 5000-G000 pounds.

SUMMARY

In summery, the cstimales noted by
Representative AspIn are in error. The
cost of the B-1 program is not “under-
estimated by at least $3.6 Dbillion” as

My, Aspin Claimed | was cstimated by

“officials of the Oilice of Systems Analy-
sis in the Pentagon”; the cost of ihe air-
crafi is not projected at $60 million by
any officinls within DOD; his ecstimate
for the weight of ithe B-1 avionics pack-
age is clearly in crror; the estimate he
provides for the cost-per-avianics-pound
is in error; and his understanding of the
meaning of the 10,450 pound avionics ca-
pacity of the 13-1 apparently is faulty.
Singly and. in combination, these de-
ficiencies underscore the invalid nature
of Representative AspIN’'s press release
and his position concerning the B-1
program, .

TIIE NEW ARMS MERCHANTS

Mr, CIIURCH. Mr. President, during
this year’s debate on the military assist-
ance bill, the Senate has formulated sev-

“eral significant policy decisions Hiniting

1.8, involvement in the transfer of con-
ventional weapons to various govern-
ments. I sponsored one of these, an
amendment banning American-financed
arms to the nations of South Asia.

In June, the Christian Science Monitor
ran a six-part serics on global arms sales
and transactions. This timely and thor-
ough study showed the pervasiveness of
the international arms trafiic; it showed
that the Unilted States is the world’s
largest and most active arms merchant;
{t showed the folly of arming govern-
ments that have yet to sclve miore press-
ing national problems for their peoples’
welfare. Right now, $200 billion is being
spent worldwide on armaments, and in
1980, if nations continue to spend 7 to
9 percent of their output on arms, the
yearly cost will be $350 billion.

The Monitor series concluded with a
numbey of proposals that could help stem
the flow of armaments among nations.
Theseo included curbs on the use of sur-
plus hardware, standardization of licens-
ing requirements for arms sales, more
rigid safegiiards on the reselling of arms

sales, more vigid safeguards on ihe re-

selling of arms to third partics, curbs on
promotionul efforts of armament makers
and povernments, and the cncourage-
ment of nations to seek oul nonweapons
commuodities for redressing trade imbal-
ances. Important, too, is a closer walch
on arms trafiic, so that the public is alert-
ed to the dimensions, waste, and fragedy
such traffic traces in the world.

The {wo largest suppliers of arms—

. {he United States and the Soviet Union—
need to discuss and negotiate limiting

the flow of arms to smaller, often rival,
nations. As the Christian Science Moni-
tor wisely and realistically cditorialized:

It would be folly indecd for the world's
powers Lo congratulate themselves on con-
{rolling the nuclear demon, which is canging
no actual destruction, while ignoring the
grim daily havoc caused by conventional
ams ol surplus weapons.

I commend the Monitor for running
this whole series and ask unaninious con-
sent thal the article entitled “The New
Arms Merchants,” written hy John K.
Cooley, be printed in the RECORD,

There being no ohjection, the article
was ordered Lo be printed in the Ricory,
as follows: )

THE NEW ARMS MERCHANTS
TRACKING DOWN $iEN AND NATIONS THAT FUEL
WORLD'S BRUSII-FIRE WARS
(By Jonn K. Cooley)

In Washington s committee of senators
listens glumly as a U.S. Defense Department
spokesinan explains why the American tax-
payer must provide $225 million for the Cam-
bodian armed forces in the current year,

Thousands of miles away, abeard the Neu-
klong ferry hetween South Vietnam and Cam-
hodia, an eyewitness reports: “New U.S, arms
isstied to South Victnam are constantly being
peddled on the biack market.

“ajany are hought and sold on the ferry-
boat. These include tents, guns, € rations,
One Cambodian licutenant bought, probably

to resell for his own profit. enough M-78 roc- .

ket grenade launchers to equip & whole pla-
toon.”

On the other slde of the world in Amman,
Jordan, & 11.8. embassy official tells a visitor:
“The Jordan military gots a slice of everye-
thing that comes into this country. Where
its funds coine from is just a bookkeeping
measure.” All U.8. ald to Jordan this year
is worth about $120 million. .

In Berne, Switzerland, a private arms trader
negotiates a fat contract to sell hundreds of
surplus North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) tanks to & West Afrlcan country
whose people still sufter from rnalnutrition.

A few miles away, an arms buyer for the
Irish Republican Ariny (IRA) discusses with
an agent for the Czechoslovak firm of Omni-
pol & deanl to replenish the IRA'S arsenal of
rifes and submachine guns in Belfast. The
funds he pays were collected in the United
States through an oflice in the Bronx, New
York.

In these and countless other ways, the sale,
loan, and gifts of weapons and other imple-
ments of war have become big business—and
even bigger politlcs. -

So big, In fact, thal the worldwide trade
in arms-—in all its aspects from the smuggled
crate of revolvers crossing a Latin American
fronticr to the transfer of the latest sophis=
ticated Phantom or MIG jet combhat plane

to an Ar :
become the welghtiest and moest irportant
tool of international power snd diplomacy.

Some of the findings recently rcached Ly
an independent body of cxperts in o study
for the United Natlons Secretary-Goneral
bopgle the imaghation: While 10 years ago
the world was spending £120 billion annually
on arms and warfare (8150 billion at 1870
price levels), the figure reached and almost
certainly passed $200 billion after 31970,

The prospect, says the United Nations re-
port on “Economlic and Soclal Conscquences
of the Arms Race and of Militury Iixpendi-
tures,” is that even i annual military ex-
penditures do not clain more than thar
present 7 to 8 percent of world cutput, “they
could well reach the level of $3G0 to §330
pillion [at 1970 prices] by 1980, with & total
outiny for the current decade of about §2 600
billion. . . .” This, of course, al. the expense
of cducation, public health, cconomlie growth,
environmental controls, and other matters
vital to the welfare of the world.

This ballooning growth of srms cosis has
come about during a decade when ihere vere
no major wars between big powers.

PRIVATE DEALERS FEW

More, it happened even as the United

States and the Soviet Union were starting to
make progress in lmiting strategic weapons,
and as most major powers agreed to haly the
spread of nuclear arms and to ban the ter-
rible weapons of chemical and bacterioloni-
cal ‘warfare, and the use of the sea bertiz for
war, ’
. Gone are the days of the “honest” private
dealers like Basil Zaharoff, whose influcnce
upon governmenis and policies before and
during World \War I were Immense. :

The private arms peddlers and bhrokers,
once called “merchants of deaih” but with
access to presidents and kings, ave probably
fewer in number and certainly less iniu-
ential now. A few, like Samuel Cuminings of
Interatms, have probably amassed fortunes.

But all avaliable research now shows that
ndt more than s tiny fraction—less than 5]
pv'rccmC——»of ilie world's arms business is in
the hands of such individuals.

Instead, governments and the glant prma-
ments, aerospace, and clectronics industries
of the “military-industrial complex’——de=
pending  sometimes wholly on government
orders—haye long eclipsed the private trud-
ers. . .

Hence, private dealers now concentrale on
{he flourishing trade in sporting weapons
and handguns and “sporterized” surplus
military weapons. This is & specialty of big
British gun importers and merchants.

The private merchants also operate in sur-
plus and “scrap” weapons, These have
helped keep rany conflicts, such az recent
ones in Nigeria and Central Americo, poing
sirong.

AID STATISTICS CHALLENGED

In reply to recent questions asked by the
United Nations about arms and development -
aid programs, maiy governments provided
confident figures or statements indicating
that arms aid was on the back burner.

But as Dr. Gubnar Myrdal, the Swedish
scholar who heads the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institule (SIPRI) and
who has devoled much of his career to study-
ing the developing world, point. out, “Ihe
statistics on aid and financial assistance is
grossly juggled and falsified, glving the ap-
pearance ithat [non-military] aid and assist-
ance from the developed to the underde-
veloped countries is much bigger than it
really is.”

For the last 25 years, all lhe wars have
been fought not in the Industrialived regions
of the West or Communlst East, but in the
developing countries of Alrica, Asia, and
Latin America. As SIPRT says in its 910-
page stucdy published last November and
entitled, “The Arms Trade With the Third
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A White House report circu-
lated among congressmen
early last month gives a

‘gloomy forecast for U.S. ef-,
;_forts to stem jlliclt narcolics:
trafficking in Southeast Asia,:

i

particularly Burma and South!

Vietnam.

~ The little noticed rveport
‘shows that a total of only 29
tons of illegal opium or its de-
rivatives were scized in South-
east Asia betveen August 1971
and June 1972, This represents
ahout four per cent of {he an-
nual illicit production in the
region, which according to the
Bureau of Narcotics and Dan-
gerous Drugs is approximalely
,700 tons.
_ The report—a chronology of
“narcolics action” in Thailand,

Laos, Burma and South Viet-
«~ nam—shows th.{ 26 of 29 tons

were ‘destroyed at Chiang Mai,
Thailand, last March.
The action has freguently
been cited as an indication
a crackdown in Thailand

. o ' . . .
* /But'columnist Jack Ander-

gon says that “the CIA and
other federal agencies have
quietly informed Washingion
that something besides opium
went up in that bonfire.” He
said that all but five of the 26.
tons was nothing but fodder,
plant material and chemicals.
"The Bureau of Narcotics
and Dangerous Drugs refuted
those charges, claiming that

~on-the-spot U.S, inspectors ex-

amined the material under mi-
‘eroscopes and found it to be
“genuine opium.”

Andrew C, Tartaglino, Dep-
ty Director for Operations in
the BNDD, said ‘“‘our chemist

_ tested it. before it was burned.
_'There is no guestion—it was

epium.”

-Anderson’s colleague, re-
porter Les Whitten, was pres-
ent at a BNDD press confer-
ence, challenging Tartaglino

0 mahe available a weekly in-
telligence summary eompiled

by the bureau from CIA and
State Department r01)01t= The
mary, Whitten said, con-

tai pproved-For

fect .that ‘extraneous matte

Releas

WASHINGTON POST
Approved For Release 2001/0;’}1%J A Cdﬁ -RDP8

R@pm‘i Pesstmistic
On §mf°@@mmg Out
E zm,ca china

By Tim O‘Brien
Washington Post 8taff Writer

D uzgs

was m]\ed wilh only five tons

of opium.”
Tartaglino sald the sum-
mary was bascd on “raw intel

Yigence”
ecounted as unreliable.” He
end cannot be released with-
out going through “established
procedures.”

The United States paid $1
million for the 26 tons of ma-
terinl that was voluntarily

turned over by bands of Na- -

{ionalist Chinese living in

northern Thailand according:

to Tartaglino.
. The White House study,
signcd by Richard Harkness,
information director for the
President’s Narcoties Confrol
Program, said there would be
difficulties in any longterm
effort to stem the flow of ille-
gal drugs in South Vietnam.
“Smuggling i8 endemic in
{he country and real control is
unlikely,” the report said.
According to the- study,
South  Vietnam  President
Thieu was handed a memoran-
dum on May 3, 1971, “which
notes relationship between
narcotics problems and future
U.8. role in Vietnam. The

memo urged him to greatly,

improve “intclligence and en-
forcement activities to iden-
tify and arrest narcotics ring-
leaders and pushers.”

The following day, the head
of the Vietnamese national po-
. dice’s narcolics bureau was re-
“placed, and its personnel ex-
panded from 26 to 52.

But the unpublicized White
House report summarized:
“Encouraging as Vietnam’s
recogpition of the problem
end (its) dynamic response may
" be, real progress of -a .long-
term nature is qucstionable.”

. This conclusion stands in
comrast to the administra-
tion’s public opfimisin, reiter-
ated only a week ago by presi-
dential assistant, Egil Krogh
Jr.

The study was compiled for
the White FHouse by those
GState Department desks re-

8200 10%/0 < LEARE

acticn chronology.
The report listed no specific

ar emmracte 1T TluitYyn o

..........

and had heen “dis-.
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the largest opium producing
country in Southeast Asia,
The Bureau of Narcotics
and Dangerous Drugs esti-
imates that Burma's illicit
itons a year.
According
el ¢
‘policy of non-alignment and

io the reponxt,)

sensitivity to foreign influence

is a limiting factor in i{s in-
valvement with the U.S. or the
United Nations in the narcot-
ics field.”

. reau of Narcotlics and Danger-
ous Drugs) or U.S. Customs
programs in Burma such as
exist in neighboring countries

with which the U.S. is allied

or has common sccurily inter-

ests and programs,” the study

said.

The White House said “very
little opium is now grown in
less than 30 tons a
vear.”- However, the Bureau of

Laos:

Narcolics and Dangerou

‘Drugs estimated last Tuesday |
that Laos produces more than
three times that amount —

about 100 tons a year.

opium) still being
consumed by the gmwexs

the report said. “There is no
cevidence that significant
amounts of Lao-grown opium
are entering the international
traffic. Laos is a conduit for

rivatives,
however.”

Of the 30 or 100 tons of
opium producls grown each
year in Laos, less than one ton
was conliscated between Au-
gust 1971 and June 1872, ac-
cording to tie 1eport’s chron-
ology of narcotics actions,

Although
that Laos is a “counduit” for
Burmese opium and although
only one ton was confiscated
there in the 10-month period,
{he report concludes that “the
flow of opium and heroin
through Laos has been seri-
ously disrupted.”

Alfred W. MeCoyv, author of
a soon to bhe pubh:hed book

SR AT T

ifore a Senate subcommittee
!

| early 1ast month that “all U.S.

including heroin,

hanvm

pam o b

h ] . ;opium pr i i
said the summary is classified jopium production is about 400

Burmese government’s

“There are no BNDD (Bu-

“Nearly all of (the Laotian
grown is

officials in Indochina know
that the vast majorityv of the
higl grade heroin sold to (iIs
fichting in South Vicinam is
mauufattured in YLaotian lab-
oratories.”

“In northern Laes” he said,
“Air America aireraft and hel-
jeopters chartered by the U. S.
Central  Intelligence Adency
and USAID have heen trans
porting opxum harvested hy
the agency’s iribal mercensar-
ics on a regular basiz”

Publication of the book by
Harper and Row. Inc, has
been held up by a CIA reguest
to review it. AMceCoy, under

“girong protest” agreed e
give the CTA an advance copy.

Last ¥riday, a CIA agent de.
livered - “written  comments
and criticisms” to the New
york publisher, but the com
pany has not vet fmnounced
whether the C1A ask ed for re
visions or a halt lo publica
lmon It is believed the firm
s |w1}1 not agree to alter the
Cnanuscript, & source close {«
lMcCoy said.

Burmese opium and, opium de-}-

the report said '

001-6
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A BOUT THIRTY MILES NORTHEAST of CIA head-
. quarfers in Langley, Virginia, right ofl the
m‘) Baltimore-Washington expressway  averlooking

= the flat Maryland countryside, stands a large
three story building known informally as the “cookic fac-
tory." It’s officially known. as F't, George G. Meade, head-
quarters of the National Security Agency.

Three fences “surround the headquarters. The inner
and outer barriers are topped with barbed wire, the middle
one 19 a five-strand electrified wire. Four gatchouses span-
ning the complex at regular intervals house specially-

.trained marine guards. Those allowed access all wear irri-
. descent 1.D, badgcs — green for “top seccret crypto,
for “sccret crypto.” Even the janitors are cleared for secret -

LH

red

codcword malerial. Once inside, you enter the world's

. longest “corridor”—980 fect long by 560 feet wide, ‘And

all-along the corridor are more marine guards, protecting

US. Flectronic Espion
A Memorr

£\

(;(z;‘a e ©
OTHR-

the doors of key NSA offices. At 1,400,000 square
feet, it is larger than CIA headquarters, 1,135,000
square fect. Only the State Department and the Pentagon
and the new headquarters planned for the FERI are miore
spacious, But the DIRNSA building (Director, National
Secwrity Agency) can be further distinquished from the
headquarters buildings of these other piant burcaucracies
—it has no windows. Another palace of paranoia? No.
For DIRNSA is the command center for the Lnnrx‘, most
sensitive and far-flung intelligence g athering apparatus in .
the world's hxslozy Here, and- in the nine-story Qpera-
tions Building Anncx, upwards of 15,000 employees worl
to break the military, diplomatic and commercial. codes
of cvery nation in the world, andlyze the de-crypted mes-
sages, and send on the results to the rest of the U.S. in
telligence community.

IFar less widely known than the CIA whosr‘ DuLcior

STATOTHR
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Marchetti Boolc on CIA Still Under Suit .

Harper & Row has decided, after
much consideration, to honor a request
from the Central Intelligence Agency to
see page proofs of Alfred W. McCoy's

. -.controversial September 13 book, “The

Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia,”
and to consider *factual™ corrections
that the CIA may offer. The publisher,

however, has made no advance com-
mitment  to accept any requested
changes.

In his book, written with Cathleen B.
Read, Mr. McCoy, 4 26-ycar-old student

“in Yale's Ph.D. program in history, al-

“leges that FFrench, Victnamese and U.S.

personnet have used the traffic in opium
and heroin in Southcast Asia for their

v own cnds, and that the CIA and other

U.S. agencies have either accepted or
have responded inadequately to the sit-
vation.. Mr. McCoy told Congressional
commitices carly in June (including the

" forcign aperuations subcommittee, headed

by Sen. William Proxmire, D., Wis., of
the Senate Appropriations Commitice),
that he had had more than 250 interviews
about the drug traflic, including talks
with C1A and South Victnamese offi-
cials, and that President Thicu and
Premier Khiem were involved: he gave
details of many allegations which appear
also in the book. B. Brooks Thomuas,

- Harper vice-president and general coun-

J/

sel, tells P he and the editors have

worked closely with Mr. McCoy on the®
have insisted on documen- -

manuscript,
tation of all material points, and have

had outside experts read it. As a result,

Harper & Row is convinced that tfie
book is well-documented, scholarly and

“deserves to be published.

A chapter from the book, adapted,
appears in the July Harper's magazine.
The magazine has received a letter from
the CIA’s .executive director, W. L.
Colby, denying allegations involving the
CIA. Harper's reportedly plans to pub-
lish the letter soon. Mr. Colby and an of-
ficer of Air, America (a contract airline
which does work for CIA in Southeast
Asia) also wrote to the Washinglon Star,
disputing allegations picked up by a Star
columnist from Mr., McCoy's findings.
In these protests, and in its approach to

‘book, but said,

Harper & Row, the CIA is said to be
departing sharply from its usual policy of
silenee concerning criticism,

Harper & Row was approached early
in June, when a representative called
upon Cass Canficld, Sr,,
exccutive, now a scnior editor for the
firm, and said the agency understood the
McCoy manusceript contained scrious al-
legations about CIA and other agen-
cics—allcgations that he said might be
libcfous to individuals or severcly dam-
aging to the national interest. The repre-
sentative spoke also to M. S, Wyeth, Ir.,
cxecutive editor of the trade department.
The Hurper officials said the manuseript
was not yet ready 10 be read, but that the
request would be considered.

In weighing their decision, Harper &
Row officials and editors talked among
themselves and with respected publishing
colleagues, including experts in the field
of the [reedom to read. On June 30, Mr.
Thomas wrote to the CiA asking the
dgch) to statc its request, with reasons
for it, in writing. The reply, dated July 3,
came from Lawrence R. Houston, gen
eral counscl of the CIA. He wrote that
the CIA was in no way questioning
Harper & Row’s right to publish the

demonstrate to you that a considerable
number of Mr. McCoy s claims™ about
the CIA were “totally false™ or “‘dis-
torted” or “‘based on 'u_nconvincing evi-
dence.”

Harper & Row then decided to et the
CIA sce the book—subject to the au-
thor’s approval, without which, Harper
& Row president Winthrop Knowlton
told P, the CIA’s request would not be
accepted. The author finally accepted the
decision, to let the CIA look at page
proofs only, and to.give a quick repiy,
with Harper & Row reserving all its op-

tions and reaflirming its right to publish. -

**As head of the house of MHarper &
Row,” Mr. Knowlton told PW, “I am
sensitive, like all my colleagues in pub-
lishing, to the problem of censorship,
and if I felt this request involved censor-
ship we would not be agreeing to it, In
view of the gravity of the allegations, we
simply think this is the most responsible

STATOTHR

former chief .

“the

“We belicve we could”

way we can publish this book.™

Ironically, in view of CIA efforts to
refute the charges by Mr., NMcCoy and
others, personnct of CIA, State and the
Department of Defense completed in
February a report to the Cabinet Com-
mittce on Narcotics Control which but-
tressed many of the charges, according (o
Seymour Hersh in a front page New
York Tinies story, Julv 24, Mr, Hlersh
reviewed the Harper-CIA dls(.ussmns in -
the Times of July 22,

The CIA’s prOCLdurc with ruspucl 1o
Mr. McCoy’s book is in sharp contrast to
governmenl  action on  an  as-yel-
unwritten book, a nonfiction work ahout
the CIA, which Victor L. Marchetti is
under contract to prepare for Knopf. In
that case, the Justice Department ob-
tained in April a restraining arder to
prevent Mr. Marchetti from publishing
the proposed boek, on the ground that it
would be likely to divulge currently clas-
sified information in violation ol a se-
crecy agreemient that Mr. Marchetti had
made ds a CIA emplovee. Mr. Marchett
worked for the CIA for 14 yeurs and
resigned in 1969, He then wrote a rovel,
“The Rope Dancer™ (Grosser), based on
his observations.

Judge Albert V. Bryan, .lr
trict Court, Alexandria, Va.,
restraining order, ruled that Mr.
Marchetti's agreement with the CIA
“takes the casc out of the scope of the
First"Amendment.”™ The American Civil
Liberties  Union, representing  Mr.
Marchetti, denics this and argues that the
author cannot in fact sign away his First
Amendment rights. The Association of
Amcrican Publishers and the Authors
Leaguc have filed amiicus curiae briefs
supporting Mr. Marchetti in furtlier
court proceedings. (Sce PW, April 24,
June 5, June 12))

U. S. Dis-
in issuing
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‘Gray declared the other day that

a-shortage of heroin on the street

. market has developed -as a result

. of the government’s crackdown on’

the drug traffic, ‘the most interisive

. drive this nation has ever directed

" against narcotics racketeers.” This

might be encouraging news were
it not for the fact that while the

" . FBI is trying to crack down on the
. drug merchants another federal
-~ agency has been aiding and abet-

ting them.
A detailed report lmkmg the

. CIA to the enormously profitable
" traffic in heroin i presented in the -

- July issue of Harper’s magazine.
"It was written by Alfred W. McCoy,

: -a PhD student in Southeast Asian,

- history at Yale, not as a journalistic
. . expose but as a chapter in a Harper
& Row book scheduled for Sep-

ternber publication under the title
“The Politics of Herom in Southeast

- Asia.”

It is a shocking indictment that

~McCoy presents in reciting how, as
_a result of direct and indirect-Amer-

ican involvement, opium production
in Southeast Asia is increasing and

" the .export of high-grade heroin is

t flourishing. Most of the heroin uséd’

by American GIs in Vietnam has.

. come from Laotian areas where the
" CIA i5 active, McCoy writes, and
~inecreasing amounts are being sent

v,t‘b the United States.and Europe.

‘As. part of the U. S. effort to
bolster Southeast Asia against Com-

. munist inroads, the CIA has been

working since 1959 with ‘the Meo

" tribesmen. of hilly northern Laos.
‘In forging an- effective guerrﬂla

STATOTHR

drug pusher

army, the CIA bmlt up the pOwer :
of tribal . commanders both mil-
itarily and economically. But by -

Laos tradition, economics is opium,
starting with poppy farmers like
the Meos _and_extendmg into the
royal Laotian government.

One of the commanders of the .
CIA secret army, McCoy reports, :

is General Vang Pao,” a major en-
ireprencur in the opiurn business
since 1961. CTA_,,.Ope) atives giided
the bulldmg of airstrips to link his

villages via Air America planes —
which, naturally, soon were flying °

{\}‘Ieo opium to market. CIA and the
. S. Agency for International De-
velopment later helped finance a

private airline for Vang Pao, who
went on to open a heroin processing -

plant near CIA headquarters.
A year ago, President Nixon de-

clared war on the international he- -

roin traffic, and — under U. S. pres-
sure - opium dens in Laos were

v

shut by the hundreds. Buf, ac-.

cording to McCoy’s report, neither
U. S. nor Laotian officials are going

after the drug traffickers. He nofes -
that, according to a United Nations..

‘report, 70 per cent of the world’s

cthe Golden Triangle of Southeast

Asxa — northeast Burma, northern .-

Thailand and northern Laos. —
“capable of supplying the U. S. with

unlimited quantltles of herom for. -
) genexatmns

McCoy’s conclusion: . “Unless
something is done to change Amer-
ica’s policies and priorities in South-
east Asia, the drug crisis will deep-

en and the heroin plague w111 con- .

tinue to spread.”

~illicit opium has been coming from '
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- CIA Said

A Yale University graduale
.student's forthcoming book on

‘heroin traffic in Southeast Asia’

is reportedly being reviewed by

* the Central Intelligence Agency

| IR _
i Alfred W. McCoy, 26, of 29
‘Lake Place, a Ph.D. student in
‘Southeast Asian studies, spent
18'months in Asia investigating
narcotics operations and recent-
1y testified before the-Senate
-Appropriations = Subcommittee
-on Foreign Aid. N

* He testificd at the time that
-aircraft chartered by the CIA
‘and the Agency for Internation-
‘al Development “bave been

* transporting opium harvested.

by -the ageney's tribal merce-
pariesona regular basis.”

" ‘portedly carried opium andf
individual CIA men have abet-|:

ety $ab

The CIA, with the permission
of Harper & Row, the book's
'publishers, is reviewing the
manuscript of McCoy’s book
with the inteption of demon-
strating that some of the book’s
claims ‘are ‘“‘totally false and
without foundation,” according
to a recent article in The New
York Times. -

McCoy testified in two Con-
gressional appearances in June
that the material in the forth-
coming book, “The Politics of-
Heroin in Southeast Asia”, was

views, some with CIA officials.
ed in the current issue of Harp-

that *‘American

tment by client governments,
'CIA contract airlines have re-

ted the opium traffic.”

4 At the time of his Congrés'-
'sional testimony, McCoy wasl|:
described as a “‘very thorough |:

scholar and not the antiwar
type” by a senate staff mem-
ber.

i In the

Pvacuated ‘‘mas casualites
om South Vietnam for durg-

‘Kolated reasons than for reasons

aving to do with war wounds.”

2 A e ey i e R BN
: R R vl i iat oA T

Eyeing Stude

based on more than 2% inter-|
In a chapter of the book print- '

er’s Magazine, McCoy charged |.
involvement |
~-——'has gone beyond coincidental
‘complicity; embassies have
‘consciously covered up involve- :

magazine article,
McCoy wrote that during the| .
ast several months of 1970,
jore American soldiers were :

the Golden Triangle—northeast-
ern Burma, northern Thailand
and northern Laos-—produce 70
per cent of the world's supply
of raw opium and that much of
it is being funneled to addicts
on New York streets.

“After pouring billions of dol-
lars into Southeast Asia for
over 20 years, the United States
has acquired enormous power
in the region. And it has used

this power to create new na- |

nt’s

383 E-!' a
tions were non-existed, to hand
pick prime ministers, to topple |,
governments and to crush revo-
lutions. '
“Unless something is done to
change America’s policies and
priorities in Southeast Asia, the
drug crisis will deepen and the
heroin plague will continue to
spread,” McCoy wrote.
“McCuy could not be reached
Sunday night for comment.

EATHRYN KOLEHORST

e

rorem

o $ipmren s

| He aléo wrote that farmers lujs

v
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GLA, AIDES ASSAL
ASIADRUG CHARCE

;Agehcy,'Fighfs :Re-pol"té That
1t Ignored Heroin Traffic
~ Among Allies of U.S.

P e e [

+ By SEYMOUR M. HERSH

{ o Epecial to The New York Times

" WASHINGTON, July 21 —-
?rhe Central Intelligence Agency
has begun a public battle
against accusations that it
knew- of but failed 1o stem
the - heroin traffic of United
‘States allies in Southeast Asia.
f' -In recent weeks, high-ranking
iofficials of the C.ILA, have
signed letters for publication
to a newspaper and magazine,
granted a rare - on-the-record

|interview at the agency’s head-

quarters in McLean, Va., and
~~ most significantly —. per-
suaded the publishers of a
forthcoming expose on- the
C.LA. .and the drug traffic
to permit it to review the
manuscript prior to publica-
tion. - - : B

The target of all these meas-
ures has been the recent writ-
ings and Congressional testi-
mony of Alfred W. McCoy, a
26-year-old Yale graduate stu-
dent who spent 18 months in-

. leged that both

-|{from the usual “low profile”

vestigating the narcotics opera-
tions in Southeast Asia, His
book, “The Politics of Heroin
in Southeast Asia,” is sched-
uted to be published by Harper
& Row in mid-September—bar-
ring delays caused by the in-
telligence agency’s review.
In-his ‘book, Mr. McCoy al-
CLA. and
State Department officials have
provided political and military
support for America’s Indo-
chinese allies actively engaged
in the drug traffic, have con-
sciously covered up evidence
of such involvement, and have
been actively involved them-
selves in narcotic trade.

C.LA, officials said they had
reason to believe that Mr. Mc-
Coy’s book contained many un-
warranted, unproven and falla-
cious accusations, They ac-
knowledped that the public
stance in opposition to such
allegations was a departure

of the agency, but they in-

drug traffic 1
One well-informed Government

dence Ik Ao Ve doRDY eeleakE atib 18I

1.1 Colby, the exccutive director

WEN YORK T

monitoring the illegal flow of
narcotics complained 'in an in-
terview that many of Mr. Mc-
Coy’s charges “are out of date.”

“Go back three or four years,”
he said, “and no one was con-
cerned - about this. It wasn’t

the narcotics problems in South-
east Asia,
This official said that in the

" eyes of the C.LA,, the charges

were “unfair.” He said of the
C.LA,, “they think they're tak-
ing the heat for being un-
aware and not doing anything
about something that was go-
Ing on iwo or three years
ago."
Based on 250 Interviews

During two Congressional ap-
pearances Jast month, Mr., Mc-
Coy testified that his accusa-
tions were based on more than
250 interviews, some of them
with past and present officials
of the C.ILA. He said that top-
level South Vietnamese officials,
including ,President Nguyen
Van Thicu and Premier Iran
Van Khiem, were specifically
involved.

In July, 1971, Representative

until our own {roops started
to get addicted, uniil 1968 or
'69, that anyone was aware” of

{MES

ington-based official with -Air
America, a charter airline that
{lies missions for, the C.IA. in
Southeast Asia. Both categoric-
ally denied the allegations link-
ing C.IA, personnel to any
knowledge of or activity in
the drug traffic.

A similar letter of disavowal,
signed by Mr. Colby, was sent
for publication to the publisher
of Harper's Magazine within
the last week. Robert Schnayer-
son, the magazine's editor, said
that the letter would be pub-
lished as soon as possible,
The C.ILA, began its approach
to Harper & Row in early
June, apparently after learning
of Mr. McCoy's appearance be-
fore the Senate subcommittee.
Cord Meyer Jr., described as
a senior agency official, me
with officials of the publishing
concern and informally asked
for a copy of the manuscript
for review prior to publication.

making the request, signed by

to Harper & Row.

Mrt. Houston's request was
not bascd on national security,
but on the thesis that “allega-
tibns concerning involvement of

Robert H. Stecle, Republicaniufthe US. Government [in drug

of Connecticut, said during a
House Foreign Affairs subcom-
mittee hearing that the United
States Government possessed
“hard intelligence” linking a
number of high-ranking South-
east Asian officials, including

mander of the South Viet-
namese JI Corps, with involve-
|ment in the narcotics t{rade.
Mr. Stecle’s accusations were
denied and mostly ignored.
Mr. McCoy also alleged that
Corsican and American syndi-
cate gangsters had become in-
volved in the narcotics trade.
He said that such information’
was known to the CLA, In a
chapter of his book published
in this month's Harper's Maga-
zine, Mr. McCoy further
charged that in 1967 the in-
famous “Golden Triangle” =
an opium-producing area cm-
bracing parts of northeastern
iBurma, northern Thailand and
‘northern Laos—was producing
about 1,000 tons of raw opium
annually, then about 70 per
cenc of the world’s supply.
The bulk of Mr. McCoy's
accusations—both in the maga-|
zine and during the Congres-
sional hearings--failed to gain
much national attention. None-
theless, the C.I.A. began its
unusual public defense after
a Washingtonn Star reporter
cited some of Mr. McCoy's
allegations in a column.

Letier Sent to Paper
Two letters were sent to

of the CJI.A., and the other

official directly respensible for

by Paul C. Velte Jr. a Wash-

Maj. Gen. Ngo Dzu, then com-|

/aking a responsible middle po-

traffic} or the participation of
,American citizens should be
‘made only if based on hard
evidence.” :

The letter continued: “It-is
our belicf that no reputable
publishing house would wish
to publish such allegations with-
out being assured that the sup-
porting .evidence was valid.”
"1 the manuscript were handed
over, the letter said, “we be-
lieve we could demonstrate to
you that a considerable num-
ber of Mr, McCoy's claimis
about this agency’s alleged in-
volvement are totally false and
'Zvithout foundation, a number
i}

re distorted beyond recogni-
lion, and none is based on
convincing cvidence.,” A copy
of the letter was made avail-
able to The MNew York Times.
Mr.McCoy, in an interview,
said that the book had been
‘commissioned by Harper &
Row and carefully and totally
‘reviewed by its attorneys with
no complaint until the CILA.
irequest was made.
{ B, Brooks Thomas, vics presi-
dent and general counsel of
‘the publishing house, said in
,an_interview in New York,
(“We don’t have nay doubts
‘about the book at all. We've
‘had it reviewed by others and
we're persuaded that the work
is amply documented and schol-
arly.”} :
“We're not submitting to
censorship or anything  like
that,” Mr. Thomas said, “We're

N,

CiR-RDRa0 oTR0RT

ot

did not agree, he added, Harper
& Row would not publish the
book.
In a subsequent interview,
- Robert L. Bernstein, precident
of Random House and president
of the Association of Amecrican
Publishers, Inc,, said that his
concern had twice refused of-
ficial C.LA. requests for pers
mission to revise manuscripts.
2 “In general”” Mr., Bernstein
said, “our opinion would be
that we would not publish a
book endangering the life of
anybody working for the C.LA.
or an other Government agency.
Short of that, we would pub-
lish any valid criticism.”

In a series of intervicws with
The New York Times, a number
of present and former officials
of the C.1.A. acknowledged that
smuggling and “looking the oth-
er way” was common through-
out Southecast Asia during the
‘nineteen-sixties, But many noted

on July 5, a formal letter, that the agency had since taken’

trong steps to curb such prac-

Lawrence R. Houston, generaly tices.
counscl of the C.LA, was sent| |

One official, who spent many
yéars in Southeast Asia, said,
“I don’t believe that agency
staff persounel were dealing

|

1

about Air America hauling the
stuff around, then Y'II bet my,
bottom dollar that they were!
in it.” |
Another former C.ILA. agent
described Mr. McCoy's pub-
ilished writings as “1 per cent
‘tendentious and 90 per cent of
the nlost valuable contributio
I can think of.” | S

to review it If Mr. McCoy

STATOTHR
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/ By Peter Smith

_Paclﬂu News Service
PHITSANULOK, Thai-
Jand—In a U-shaped bend
of a small river shout 13

miles east of this northern
district capital lics a. secret
U.8. military . training hase
known as Camp Saritssna,

o Near the point where T

had bLeen: told to turn off

~the road to find the camp,

& Thai waitress in ‘a2 small
restaurant said thal there
were usually about 1,000
Thal soldiers ot the sife,
pul that most had just left.

 She also told me that 10 or

" Spreial

J

;1" had

15 Awmericans were station-
ed {ilere, and that planes
landed on an  average of
five times @ day.

As I walked*® along the

‘piver away from the high-

way, the whine of dlesel
generators guided mie un.t,il
I saw several concrete and
wooden buildings, a 100-foot-
high water {ower, and a
generator shed. Further up,
a steel suspension bridge
carried {ruck trafile ecross
the river, The scene re-
minded me of places where
served in Viclnam
and Thatland,
Al Saritsana, U.S.
Forees train Thal
soldiers for combat in
neighboring I.aos. - Since

the carly ’60s, ClA-financed

Meo mercenary armids, Jed
by their most poverful
chicftain Vang Pao, have
been fighting in Laos, and
estimates of the number of

‘Meo men killed run as high

as 50 per, cent. To replace
these  losses, the United
States has Deen {raining
Thais for the last three
years, But the {raining and
the fact that hailand has
heen sending troops to Laos

have muot- been acknowl-
edged by U.S, or Thal of-
ficials. '

Senate Report

But & ‘US. Senate sub-
committee on gecurity agree-
ments and commitments
abroad reported last year:
" “wPhe Thal irregular pro-
gram . . . was designed by
the CIA sgpecifically along
the lnes of the irregular
program in Laos. The CIA
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qupcrviem and pays for the
training of these irregulars
in Thailand and provides
their galary, allowances (in-
cluding death benefits), and
operational costs in Laos”

These Novthern 'Thal
gpeak a dialect similar to
Meo dinlect, and they are
casily integrated into Vang
Tav's forees.

At the camn, Iwasstopped
at the main gate by three
Thai guards, w ho colled their

commanding officer, & Thai’

special forces ser ”Cdl!t nAa-
jor, on the phone. When I
told him I had once rerved
with the U.S. &pecial orces
in Thailand end just wanted
to {alk with some Awmericans
on the base, he said, “Sure,
come on” QOne ot the
guards got on {he back of
ruy moloreyele and we drove
to headquartors.,

The 5H0-aere site Is divid-
ed roushly in the middle by
an  pirstrip, 1eavy  woods
surround the bhase. Ten har
racks Tor Thai coldiers were
on the left side of the en-

trance road. Xlsewhere on.

{he grounds were a Thal spe-
cial forees hesdquariers, a
jump tower and eable vig for
parachute tralning, a drying

loft for the parachutes, and .

several maintenance build-
ings.
Sir Ameries’ Sign

After checking with the
Thai sgergeant major, the

SO Hui

scuare

people are engaged 111 ac-
tivity  iwhich might ~not
with
nouncements of U.S. policy.

Scattered among the
usual pin-ups and memor-
abilia of home were ollicr
signs, One said: “No war
was ever won with modera-
tion and clvility. I‘:ILL!"
Angolher said: “Dake wa
not perce, War 1s the fmal
answer.”

The men were polite, al-
most painfully so. They did
not mention their mission,
and when I expressed in-
tercst they changcd {the
subject,

Tinaliy one of the men of-
fered to escort me to the
pate, and I followed his
truck out and waved to the
Thai guards ag 1 lefit,

guard took me scross the

» runway to a building mark-

ed “Air Amcrica,” the name
of the charter line which
flies seeret missions for the
CIA throughout Asia. My
Thai escort ushered me in-
to a U.S. Speccial Torces

v team room, where, five men
. were having their morning
© Deer.

All wore civilian
clothes or jungle fatigues
without insignia or. name

h l
t.x.l..r...\L/

Fhailand
tag, & frequent tip-oft that T

formal pro-
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Letters to the Rditor

Reply on CIA Drug Charges

SIR: On July 5 W. E. Colby, cxecutive direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency, responded to a
June 29 column by Judith Randal in a letter. Hestated
that charges of CIA involvement in the narcotics tral-
fic froin Southeast Asia were ‘“unsubstantiated.” Since
T am one of the persons who have made such charges, I
would like to give the basis {for my findings.

The specilic charge is that Air America afrcraft
chartered by the CIA have heen {ransporting opium
harvested by the CIA-supported Meo {ribesmen in Laos,

. I have three sources for this information:
(1) This was {old to me by Gen. Quane Rallikone,
. former chicf of slalf of the Royal Laotian Army, who
-also admitted {0 me that he had conirolled the opium
traffic in northwestern Laos since 1962.

(2) Air America’s invelvement was confirmed by

Gen, Thao Ma, {ormer commander of the Laolian Air
- TForce, who refused to carry opium for Gen. Ouane,

(3) 7 spent six days in August 1971 in the opium-

. growing Meo village of Long Pot, Laos. (The wriler

. assures us that that is, in fact its nume—Ed.) Ger,

Su Yang, the district officer, told me:

“Meo officers with three or four stripes (captain or
" tnore) came from Long 'Lieng to buy cur opium. They
came in Amcrican helicopters, perhaps two or three
men at one {ime. The helicopter Jeaves them here for
a few-days and they walk to villages over there, then
-come hack here gnd radioed Long Tieng to send an-

~ olher helicopter for them, They take the opium back to

* Long Tieng.”
Verified by Others

This account was verified hy other officials, farmers
and soldiers in Long Pot, Ger Su Yang also reported
that the helicopter pilots were always Americans. Long
Pot harvests weighed approximately 700 kilos (1,543
pounds) and cotild not have been carried without ¢he
pilol’s kuowledge. -

In my June 2 testimony before the Senate FForeign
Operations Subcommittee. I charged that “by ignor-
ing, covering up and failing to counteract the massive
- drug f{raffic from Southeast Asia, our government is
~aiding and abetting the influx of heroin inte our na-

tion.” I stand by this charge. The U.S. has put top
priority on its military and political goals in fighting
the war in Indochina. As long as our® Asian allies have
- fought the war, U.S. officials have {olerated govern-

mental corruption. Narcotics {rafficking has not been

- {reated differently from stealing U.S. aid, currency

. manipulation or black marketeering, all of which are
- rampant, i

The CIA has organized a morcenary ermy of most-

Iy Meo tribesmen in Laos under Gen. Vang Pao. The

© Meos’ cash crop has been opium, and the CIA merely

followed their French colonial predecessors’ dictum:

© “In order o have the Meo, one must buy their opium.,”.

" The CIA may not have bought their opium, but did ship
. it to market, . e e

STATOTHR
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Ignored Invelvement

1]

. More importantly, the CIA, the U.S, Embassy and
the whole U.S. apparatus in Laos ignored Gen. Ounane
Ratlikone’s involvement in the narcotics traffie, even
while American {roops in Vietnam were being deci-
mated by Laotian heroin. His involvemient, as well as
the location of the heroin laboratories, was common-
knowledge among even {he most junior U.S. officials;
As late as June 9, 1972, Nelson Gross, the State De-
partment’s drug coordinator, called my charges of Gen,
Quane’s involvement “unsubstantiated allegations.”
However, John Warner of the Bureau of Narcotics and
Dangerous Drugs in a June 19 inlervicw in The Star
admitted for the first time that Gen, Ounane controlled
and protected the Laotian narcotics traffic {or vears.

- Colby quoted Warner in his letter fo ry fo discredit

my clmrgqs, but conveniently cmilted mention that the-
former chief of staff of the Royal Laolian Army was -
also the chief narcotics trafficker.

Southeast Asia is fast becoming the major source
of heroin for the U.S. market, and high government of-
ficials in Laos and South Vietnam are involved in the
narcotics {raffic. The U.S. gevernment knows this but
ignores and covers it up.

. The time has come when we have to decide which

1s more important to our country—propping up corrupt

governments in Southeasi Asia or getting beroinn out of

our high schools.

. Alfred W. MeCoy.
New Haven, Coun. :

Edg'l‘or’s Note: McCoy is the cuthor of the Harper’s
Magazine -article, “Flowers of Lvil,” appeoring in its
July, 1972, issue, quoled by Miss Rundal. :
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Letters to i‘heEditor_

Air America Bans Smuggling

SIR: Judith Randal, in her column of June 29 made
certain charges that I as managing director of Air
America must take violeni exception to. Her allegation
H e that this opium byproduct has been one
of the more important cargoes carried by Air America
«« . is completely false. Needless to say, Miss Ran-
dal failed to provide any proof for this allegation and it
is my opinion that a charge as damning as the one made
by Miss Randal should be supported by more than just
rumors. .o

Air America is acutely aware of the individual
opportunities for smuggling that inherently exist with
-our type of operation. We realized that these opportuni-
ties are made even more attractive by thé fact that we
operate in areas of the world where extremely high
‘value, low bulk items such as gold and narcotics are
easy to obtain and can be readily disposed of at tremen-
-dous profit. o o

The company continually works to impress upon its
employees the seriousness with which any and all smug-
gling is viewed and evidence of such activity is cause for
immediate tcrmination! Also as a means for combating
this situation we have for years assigned highest priori-
ty to the regular inspection of company aircraft, crews
and cargoes by our own security force.

The establishment of a separate Security Inspection

Service under a USAID-Air America contract constitutes
& major advance in preventing illegal transportation of
drugs aboard U.S. government-chartered aircraft in
Laos. Through the continued and expanded efforts of
programs such as these, more effective means will be
-developed for greatly reducing and eventually eliminat-
ing the opportunities for smuggling that still exist.
. Air America, in denying similar charges made by
Alfred McCoy to the Senate Foreign Relations Opera-
tions Subcommittee on June 2, 1972, stated that “if Mr.
McCoy or any other individual can provide proof that
any Air America employee has been connected in any
manner with the drug traffic, appropriate disciplinary
action will be taken and the matter referred to the
proper authorities.”

To date, no such proof has been forthcoming and we
ggw extend the same invitation to Miss Randal and The

ar.

. Paul C. Velte, Jr.
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ALR AHERICA

ADAM POWELL: Back now with RVR EVEMING, I'm Adam Powell,
and with us once again here in our studio Dul Vesario(?) Vietnam
Veterans Against the war, who is taking part in our discussion
of 'the air war. Dul Vesario used to be-an operations assistant
with Continental Air Services which is far from an airline, it's
a long way there. America is used by the CIA for transportation
throughout Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam, and also is used as a
front of sorts, for agents who do country team work, i.e. organ<z.n
fzing mercendaries. America's become something of a fixture,
especially in Laos where Congress has said American troops can't
get involved. And Dul Vesario also has some information on what
other uses Air America and Continental Air Se:v«ccs were put
to in terms of transportation of cargo.

DUL VESARIO: Yes, | was there in 1967 as an Operations
Assistant, working out of Vienchen Laos(?) and various thinags
I did see, something | didn't even think about until some time
around the beginning of this year. But as an Operations Assistant
I was able to,--1 had to know all about the cargoes of every
aircraft that went in and out of lLaos, the CIA or the United
States mission to Laos, uscd, where the planes were goina and

‘what they were to do with their cargo in Laos. A lot of the

cargo, of course, is rice which is dropped to Mao and Yao({?)
and black Tai tribesmen in the hills, to .support the insurgency
warfare, and commando teams in those arecas.

But some of the things | did see was a type of cargo that
was marked miscellaneous on our manifest, and this comes out

as an area the Golden Triangle, which,-=some of it is [UNINTELLIC!FLE]
which is on the triple border of Thailand, Laos, and Burma,

Approved For Release 2001/03/(-)4.: CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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. Alfred W. McCoy

LOWERS
OF EVIL

’ Iladies and gentlemen,”’ announced the genteel British

diplomat, raising his glass to offer a toast, *'I give you

>

Prince Sopsaisana, the uplifter of Laotian youth.™

The toast brought an appreciative smile froin the guest of
honor, cheers and applause {rom the luminaries of Vientiane's
diplomatic corps, assembled at the farewell banquet for the
Laotian ambassador-designate to France, Prince Sopsaisana. A
member of the royal house of Xieng Khouang, the Plain of
Jars region, the Prince was vice-president of the National
Assembly, chairman of the Lao Bar Association, president of
the J.ao Press Association, president of the Alliance Franguise,
and a member in good standing of the Asian Pcople’s Anti-
Communist League. After receiving his credentials from the
King in a private audience at the Luang Prabang Royal Palace

on April 8, 1971, he was treated to an unprecedented round

of cocktail parties, dinners, and banquets. For Sopsai, as his
friends call him, was not just any ambassador; the Americans
considered him an outstanding example of a new generation of
honest, dynamic national leaders, and it was widely rumored in
Vientiane that Sopsai was destined for high oftice some day.

The final send-off party at Vientiane’s Wattay Airport on
April 23 was one of the gayest affairs of the season. Everybody
was there; the champagne bubbled, the canapds were flawlessly
French, and Mr. Ivan Bastouil, chargé d’affaires at the French
Embassy, gave the nicest speech. Oaly after the plane had
soated off into the clouds did anybody notice that Sopsai had
forgotten to pay for his share of the reception.

His arrival at Paris’s Orly Airport on the morning of April
25 was the occasion for another reception. The French am-
bassador to Laos, home for a brief visit, and the entire staff of

Alfred W. McCoy, a Ph.D.studens in Southeast Asian bistory as Yale
University, bas writien numerons articles on Southeast Asia and bhas
edited a political bistory of Laos.

Adapred [rom a chapter in The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia, by
Aljred V. McCoy with Cathleen B. Read, 1o be published by Harper
& Row, Publishers, Inc., in September. Copyright © 1972 by Alfred
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The CIA and the heroin trade STATOTHR

the Laotian Embassy had turned out to welcome the new
ambassador. There were warm embraces, kissing on both
cheeks, and more effusive speeches. Curiously, the Prince
insisted on waiting for his luggage like any ordinary tourist,
and when his many suitcases finally appeared after an unex-
plained delay, he immediately noticed that a particular one was
missing. Sopsai angrily insisted that his suitcase be delivered at
once, and French authorities promised, most apologetically,
that it would be sent to the Laotian Embassy as scon as it was
found. Sopsai departed reluctantly for yet another reception at
the Embassy, and while he drank the ceremonial champagne
with his newfound retinue of admirers, French customs of-
ficials were cxamining onc of the biggest heroin seizures in
French history. .

The Ambassador’s suitcase contained sixty kilos of high-
grade Laotian heroin — worth $13.5 million on the streeis of
New York, its probable destination. A week later, a smiling
French official presented himself at the Embassy with the
suitcase in hand. Although Sopsaisana had been bombarding
the airport with outraged telephone calls for several days, he
suddenly realized that accepting the suitcase was tantamount to
an admission of guilt and so, contrary to his righteous in-
dignation, he flatly denied that it was his. Ignoring his
declaration of innocence, the French government refused to
accept his diplomatic credentials, and Sopsai remained in Paris
for no more than two months before he was recalled to
Vientiane.’

Fragile flower, cash crop

espite its resemblance to comic opera, the Prince Sop-
D saisana affair offered a race glimpse into the workings of
the Laotian drug trade. That trade is the principal business of
Laos, and to a certain extent it depends on the support (money,
guns, aircraft, etc.) of the CIA. Unfortunately, the questions
raised by the Prince’s disgrace were never asked, much less

. W.iiccos. Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CHE:RDP8G<0667RE06656806001%6 ™ "
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CTLESTING MATTA-DUENO

HON. JORGE L. CORDOVA

RESIDENT COMMISSIONER FROM PUERTO mcd
IN THE JIOUSE O REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 28, 1972

Mr. CORDOVA. Mr. Speaker, thou-
sands of families in the rural arcas of
Puerto Rico would join me in paying
tribute to Mr. Celestino Matta-Dueno,
who retited on March 31 after a long and
distinguished carcer as Dircctor of the
Farmers Home Administration for
Pucrto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

"This is the rural credit service of the
Department of Agriculture. Under Mr.
Matta-Ducno's guidance it has become a
tremendous force for better living con-
ditions in the rural provinces of Puerto
Rico, as it has throughout the rural
United States.

Largely becanse of the hard work and
leadership of Mr. Matta-Dueno, FPHA is
one of the finest public service organiva-
tions in Pucrto Rico. Nevertheless, the
many who have benefited from his serv-
jees regret that he is no longer in an
active role. They honor him for his dedi-
cation and accomplishments in their he-
hall.

¥or 31 years, Mr. Matla-Dueno lhas
been direelly Involved in improving con-
ditions for the small family fanner, Ile
also has taken a leading part in the de-
velopment of housing credit and com-
munity facility eredit now cxtended to
the nonfarm -rural population through
the Farmers Home Administration.

Mr. Malta-Dueno came to FHA's
predecessor agency, the 1Marm Security
as a farm program
specialist in 1941 after graduation from
the University of Puerto Rico and 4 years
of work as an instructor in vecational
agriculture. In 1947, when the agency
was reorganized os the Yarmers Iiome
Administration, he was nemed Dircctor
of the Farm Production Loan Division

for Puerto Rico. A ycar later he became

chief of all FHA program operations in
Puerto Rico, In 1961 he assumed the
state dircectorship for Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands, and has held that
position for the past 11 years.

Twice in his terms of service he re-
celved the Superior Service Award of
{he Department of Agriculture, a record
that very few have achieved.

On the first of these oceasions, in
1957, he was honored for his leadership
in adapting the 'HA program to a Span-
ish-language basis for serving the people
of Puerlo Rico, and conducting the pro-
grams in such & way that a revolution-
nyy fmprovement was brought about in
the fortunes of many-rural families.

Farm families in the hills and ob-
secure rural districts, whose living con-
d_lt.ions were  sadly  substandard and
whose praclices and resources in agri-
cullurp were anligquaied, found the cred-
it, training, and counsel they necded for
a new beginning, in the FHA supervised
credit program as carried out under Mr.,
Mntta-l)ueno‘s direction. A familiar
{;{zgre. widely known, and respected
D ;}0921} Ul(‘) rural distric}s, he was the

nelpal architect of a ¥HA flcld force

STATOTHR
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that was able and willing to work with
the people in their fields and in their
homes. By Mr, Matta-Dueno's example,
the Tarmers Home Adminisiration in
Puerto Rico is the extreme opposite of
an ciiice-bound bureaucracy; and, I have
ohserved, so it is today throughout the
rural United Stales under the fine na-
tional leadership of Administrator James
V. Smith. :

The second of Mr. Malta-Dueno’s
Superior Scrvice Awards was conferred
Jast year, He was honored for {hie con-
tinuing expansion and improvement of
FHA serviees in Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands during his work as slate
director since 1061,

Of all the so-called statle jurisdictions
in the FPUA organization, our islands
rank at the top in maximum value de-
livered {o the people, to the community,
and to the common public interest.

Cretlit services through the agencey in
Pucrto Rico and the Virgin Jslands in-
creascd fivefold, from $3 million to $156
million a year, hetween 1960 and 1970,
and rose 1o the Ievel of 22 million in
fiseal 1671, Beyond the $9.5 million now
cutstending through 2,500 loans to en-
able small farm Ffamilies to own or im-
prove the operation of their land, FHA
has developed new programs for up-
grading rural housing and community
facilities, and brought them to a high
level of value over the past decade.

Housing credit of 2334,000 was extend-
cd to cxactly 65 families in 18G0. Last
vear, 1,800 familics in Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands were served with neav-
1y $19 million in credit to finance mod-
ernized, adequate housing for familics
of low or modest income in the rural
towins and countryside. .

In direcling the growth of this pro-
gram, Mr. Matta-Dueno has worked with
housing specizlists to design o service-
able modern home adequate for a family

in the Pucrto Rico climate, This cement .

block home has become a standard for
efficient construction at reasonable cost.
It has supplanted thousands of frame
huts with thatched or tin roofs which
once were the common standard for rural
housing in Puerto Rico.

T"armers Home Administration loan
and grant financing to plan and huild
rural community water and weaste dispo-
sal systems was introduced during the
18960’s. This program has led to modern-
jzation of services in nearly 100 commu-
nities that previously relicd on much
more primitive facilities,

In all, Mr. Matta~-Dueno bears the re-
sponsibility for over 56,000 loans and
grants with a value above $150 million,

My, Matta-Dueno’s administration has
been marked by excellent and highly pro-
ductive cooperation with every level of
government in Puerto Rico from govern-
ment to village. 1Ie¢ has chaired an inter-
governmental cormmittec for this pur-
pose. Iie also has made his mark as an
advocate of better services for rural peo-
ple by persuading health clinics, banks,
and many other lines of business and

public institutions to expand their T n_cil;

ities in the small Lovms.

In all respects the system for delivering
credit, personal service and the wavs and
means of progress in rural YPuerto Rico,

as developed under Mr. Malta-Dueno's
direction, has been a fine cxhibit to the
world for the United States.

Representatives from many countries,
especially in underdeveloped areas of the
world, have studied the workings of the
Yarmers 1lome Adniinistration in Puerto
Rico. Mr. Matta-Dueno has been loancd
as consultant to other Lalin Amecrican
countries that seck Lo improve their rural
credit systems along lines of the Farmers
Home Administration. Xis programs in
Puerto Rico alse have pointed the way
1o betler service for Spanish-speaking
citizens in various parts of the continen-
tal United States.

As he refives to private life, we hope
and expect that his counsel still can be
called upon, for we know his devolion to
& better chance, o better life for the rural
people of 1ruerto Rico.

We commend Sceretary of Aguiculture
Earl L. Bulz, and Administrator Jenes V.
Smith of the IParmers Home Administra-

tion, on the choice of Dr, Xanuel
Soldevila as successor to Mr. Maita-

Dueno. Dr. Soldevila also is a product of
our University of Puerto Rico. ¥c comes
to FHA afller outstanding secrvice as &
field administrator of agricultural ex-
periment work in Puerfo Rico. We are
confident of bis ability to carry on and
continue the developrment of anaers
Ifome Administralion programs, and to
achicve the ever greater moals of service
that arc set by this fine agency.

—

CIA DOL3 NOT SMUGGLE OPIUM

HON. CEARLES S. GUBSER
OF CALIVORNIA
IN THE IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 29, 1972

Mr. GURSER. Mr. Speakey, oncee again
there has been an upsurge in charges
alleging direct CIA involvement in drug
trafic in Southeast Asia, These alicza-
tions have proven false in the past. Last
year I personally looked into similar
charges and I am satisfied myself that
they were wilhout substance. Morcover,
in Aprit 1971, Mr. Richard Ilelms, Di-
reetor of Central Intellisence, made n
public categorical denial of Agency in-
volvement in drug {rafic bhefore the
American Socicty of Newspaper Yditors.
1I¢ has personally reaflirmed this denial
to me. What the facts actually dem-
onstrated was that the CIA is cooperating
closely with other Government agencies
in a concerted effert to curb the world
drug traflic, The ciforts of these UGS,
agencies are designed to persuade coun-
tries, which for centurics have azconted
the growth or local consumption of illicit
drugs, Lo take stringent steps against
such practices. They arc also cooperating
to climinate the flow of these druss into
the United States.

Most recently, M. Alfred McCoy, a
graduate student who is aboub to pub-
lish @ book on the drug {raflic in Scuth-
east Asia, has made the same charges
against the CIA. In ecarly June, he aired
his charges hefore a Senate subcom-
mitice and. received considerable pub-
licily, Immediately after Mr, McCoy's

SIS
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" .The American Medical Asso-

ciation, which predictably of-
fers few surprises at its an-
nual meeting, achieved the un-
expected this year.

As one cntered the conven-
tion’s exhibition hall in San
TFrancisco’s Civie Center,
one’s noslrils were assailed by
an odor more appropriate to
that city’s Iaight-Ashbury dis-
frict — an aroma strongly
suggestive of the burning
leaves and blossoms of {he fe-
male Cannabis sativa plant.

The scent fired the curiosity
of all in the hall who had ever
sampled marijuana and drew
from the wife of one physician
attending the mieeting the re-
that she had smelled
that odor many times in the
back of the school hus she
drives,

That was only the beginning
of the surprise. ¥ollowing
one's nose, one soon came
upon a booth housing an exhib-
it on drug abuse which fea-
tured a display about many

“drugs, including pot, and a de-

vice that gencrated a synthetic

~smoke that was close Lo, if not

identical with the real thing.
* _

There was still more surpise
to come in this display, which
— it twned out—had won
the gold medal in the AMA's
coveted Billings Prize compe-
tition as one of the outstanding
scientific exhibits of the meot-
ing. The exhibitor was no
mere doctor or pharmaceuti-
cal firm, or even your aver-
age, run-of-the-mill science-
oriented government bureau,
It was that most unlikely of

~contenders for an AMA

award: The Central Intelli-

. genee-Agency,

Dr. Donald Borcherding of
the CIA was on hand to ex-
plain the exhibit’s origins,
Like most agencies, he said,
the CIA has.an occupational
health division whose job it is
o promote the well-being of
its personnel. When CIA offi-
cials at the agency's Langley,
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Va., headguarters became
worrjed abont pot, LSD, speed,
heroin and the like, Borcherd-
ing and his colleagues assem-
bled the display. .

According to the CIA medic,
it was an immediate hit, not
only at the Langley “Spock
Farm” but also among groups
in the community, such as
Knights of Columbus lodges
and pareni-teacher associa-
tions.  The CIA is thinking
about pufting together “how-
to-do-it” instructions so that
other groups can build their
own replicas,

¥

Granted, the crusade
against drug ahuse needs all
the help it can get. But the
trouble with the CIA exhibit is
that it docs not tell things
strictly as they are. For exam-
ple, it implies that the use of
marijuana sets the stage for
later use of heroin. This issue

is by no means settled and, as.

a mafter of fact, there is a
good deal of cvidence to sug-
gest that alcohol, rather than
marijuana, is the first drug to
be abused by most people who
subsequently become . heroin
addicts.

In any case, many experts
believe that if there is any
connection whatever between
pot and heroin, it is their ille-
gal slatus and that if the for-
mer were ‘“decriminalized,”
its link with the latter would
tend fo disappear.

More important to this dis-
cussion than an argument
about the casual relationship
of the two drugs is the point
that the CIA does not come
inta the eampaign with com-
pletely clean hands. Reporters
have been hearing for more
than a year that the agency
has been supporting the heroin
traffic in the Golden Triangle
region of Laos, Thailand and
Burma, and that this opium
byproduct has been one of the
more important cargoes car-
ried by Air Amcrica, an air-

@ - eo .

4 Drug Fight fronic

Asia whose charter business is
almost exclusively with the

CIA. The Golden Triangle rege

gion, incidentally, is said o
grow 70 percent of the world’s
illicit opium {from which mor-
phine base, morphine and
eventually heroin are derived.

For mor2 details on the
CiA’s complicity in the heroin
mess, one Inight consult an
article entitled “Flowers of
Evil” by historian Alfred W.

MeCoy, in the July issue of .

Harper’s magazine. Partof a
forthcoming hook called ““The
Politics of Heroin in Southeast
Asia,” the article spells out in
detail how Vag Pao, long the
leader of a CIA sccret army in

‘Laos, has beceome even more

decply involved' in the drug
traffic and what role this traf-
fic has playad in the importa-
tion of heorin into the United
States and ils use by our
troops in South Vietnam,

*

Writes MeCoy of the situa-
tion: “As a result of direct and
indirect American involve-
ment, opium production has
steadily increased, high-grade
heroin production is {lourish-
ing and the Golden Triangle’s
poppy fields have become
linked to markels in Europe
and the U.S.”

The CIA went away from the
San IFrancisco meeting with a
gold medal and, no doubt, a
good many doctors who saw
the exhibit went away im-
pressed. Some of them proba-
bly learned for the [irst {ime
what pot smells like.

But for others there wasa
bitter incongruity in the gov-
ernment’s  super-secret spy
arm winning a medal for an
exhibit on the horrors of drug
abuse., To some it was a little
like the Mafia getting a top
award for a display of the
evils of extortion, prostilution
and gambling' — and a few of
the more socially aware physi-

cians present did not hesitate

line operating in Southeast to say so.
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A mass of legislation has been enacted
by the Dunecratic Congress, but most of
it does not carry the political sex appeal
of these principle issucs. The President
is not likely to overlook the opportunity
to expose these shortcomings.

Democrats have a particular talens for
killing cach other off. Party infichting
docs not help the Nation or the Demo-
eratic Party. The writing of a platform
may expos¢ more weakncsses than the
party can overcome regardless of candi-
date, and George Wallace and others are
attermptling to produce a party platform
which is more acceptable to the Ameri-
can public than the one now proposed.
Yet, efforts to start pulling responsible
parly faclions together may have come
‘400 late to be cffcctive. One thing is cer-
tain, the Democratic Parly has serjous
problems ahead for November, America
wants responsible programs and respon-
sible candidates which it can confidently
support for a belier tomorrow. T.et us
hope it is not too late to repair the dam-
age wilthin the Democratic Party. Amer-
ica needs a strong Democratic Parly un-
der sound leadership.

AN OLD-FASHIONED PATRIOT
- ‘SPEAKS OUT

(Mr. ITALYL asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and {o include ex-
trancous matter.)

Mr. HALL. 3r. Speaker, the Missouri
National Guard Assoclation, the non-
military forum of over 1,700 active offi-
cers, retived officers, active and retired
enlisted men of the Missouri National
Guard recently held its silver anniver-
sary conference in St. Louis, Mo, At that
ceremony Col. Oliver M. Husmann, presi-
dent of the association for 1971-72, and
a prominent St. Louis husinessman, gave
" his report to the members. )

The conference warmly received this
old-fashioned patriot who spoke out for
his organization, to always defend the
country. From one who has served his
MNation, speaking before those who also
.shouldered the task of defense, Colonel
Husmann eloquently and concisely stated
his dedication to the United States, and
its traditional spirit of patriotic mainte-
nance of freecdom, plus efforts for peace.

I recommend these words of Colonel
Husmann to this Congress as an cxample
of the strong devotion to our country
that still persists today:

RFEMARKS BY ColL. OLIVER M. HUSMANN

Webster defines a Patriot as “‘one who loves .

his country and zealously guards its welfare;
especlally a defender of popular liberty.”
This Is the kind of patriot I was taught to
admire and cmulate. The kind who bhas
fought for his country throughout its his-
tory. The kind who admits the imperfections
of government, but loves his couniry even
more in spite of them.

Today we have a new kind of patriot. The
draft dodgers who skulks into Canada,
Swedoen, or any other country that will grant
them asylum. Those who trample and spit
upon the Flag. Those who homb and burn
our pullic bulldings and academic Institu-
tions. Those who condemn our involvement
In Viel Nam and publicly csteem our en-
emles. Those who question every word
uttered by our leaders, but willingly accept
83 the whole truth any ond all charges
lovied against us by our encinies.

STATOTHR STATOTHR
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There are many in this counlry who find
favor with this new type of patriot, We find
these ‘sob _sisters’ amongst our clergy,
anong our so-called intellectuals and even
amongst our leaders in the Congiess and the
Senate. They say we should not have he-
come involved in Viet Nam and how because
we are so involved, the new type of patriot
must be permitted to vent his frustrations

- as he desires.

The National Guard is made up ol men.
Men from many walks of life. Men in differ-
ent stages of maturily. Men of different so-
cial antecedents. Men of various religious he-
liefs. Men with difierent political convic-
{fons. These ualities ernd choracteristics
which each individual possesses, must he
nurtured, moulded and fused with those of
the next man until, as an entity, we can
move forward in a concentrated effort toward
a common goal, We must resolve to do every-
thing in our power to agaln convincoe the
people of our country that Websler's defini-
tion of a patriot is and always will be
correct,

There are too many in this country who
have forgotten that the two ideologics—
Democracy and Communism-— Cannot live
side by side except by artful truces and so-
called cold wers, neither of which can nur-
ture & real, lasting peace. The tentacles of
Corrunism creep insiduously wherever they
gain o foothold. Qur iand, our way of life,
our freedom and our liberty, 88 we Know
them, are the prizes Communism strives to
take from us. Guardsmen must be constantly
prepared to fight this threat. We must not
permit ourselves 1o become the weak link in
the defense of this great nation.

There Is a greater need for the existence of
the Guard today than ever before. We must
let our fellow citizens know that the enemy
wants us to be careless, lazy and uninspired
in ihe desire Lo defend our couatry. That
he looks upon us with utter contempt when
we say we are lired of war. We must make
the public realize that America needs jts
nicn—soldiers and citizens alike—to work
continously to improve our defensive posture
while there is still time. If we wish {0 main~
tain for our childrem the liberty, freedom
and safely which we enjoy, we must be pre-
pared to defend these truths to the cdeath.
Constder for a moment what Jife would be
lke without these privileges we accepl so
matter-of-factly. .

One thing is certain; we have the organi-
zation to build such & defense. We have the
Enow-how and the money in ihis country
to develop such a defense. Most Importiant of
all, we have US, the National Guard, We can
discourage aggression now, All we have to do

is fecl the urgency, to realize the practica~ -

bility of being prepared, and to work—work
as men dedicated to the principle that the
freedom we enjoy shall not perish. :

oOur silver anniversary is an opportune
time to rededicate ourselves to the task ab
hand, to filling our ranks with true, patriols,
to teaching, 1o absorbing lessons learned, to
puilding a defense capable of filling the
needs of our pcople, our community and our
country. .

Guardsmen have tlaken such dedlcated
stands many times in history; always in the
cause of frecdorn and liberty. Our cltizen-
soldicrs, our National Guard, is older ihan
the Nation itsclf. Dedicated men of the early
colonies organized units and trained to de-
fendl their scttlements long before the

Declaration of Independence. Many of our]
present-day Guard units trace their history

directly to these carly groups of citizen-
soldiers.

We need to review the heritage willed us
by those who early stood in the defense of
our country. We need to relive the struggles
of the past, to sce In our minds eye and feel
in our hearts the valiant stand they took s0
this nation might be free. We neced to think
of those who slood with Washington’ at
Brandywine and Germantown, We necd 1o be

reminded aras S militinmnen,
minutemen, call them what you will, who
bled at Bunker IHll, We need 10 trace their
footprints that marked with blood the snows
of Valley Forge. We Inust bend our backs and
grasp with freezing fingers the frosted oars
with Washingten as he crosses the jcv Dela-
ware. We must Jay seige with him to the
helghis of Yorktown. We must sirive with
those who foilowed Lee, Shermen and Grant!
We must feel the fury of the charge at Han
Juan., We must share with them the blood
and sweat of the J*hilippines and the Mexican
Border. Let us follow “Black-Jack' Pershing
through the holocaust of WWI. Eisenhower,
MacArthur and Patton through the war 10
end all wars. Let us relive with them Argon-
ne, Chateau Thierry, Corregidor, Normandy
and MIG Alley. Finally Korea aid Viet Nam,
For the first time in history American fght-
fng men find thernselves 1o the unusual posi-
tion of fighting a batlle they cannot win, &
war they are not supposed to win. A classie
study in frustration. )
Is Freedom, Democracy and the American
way of life, which was bought at such =
tremendous price to he lost to the most
deadly enemy that has ever {heatened free
men? Has the sacrifice they mode, been made

in vain? Can we not continue the fight, can

we not as citizen-soldiers bolster the de-
fenses, man them effectively and surely,
against any and all attacks of an enhemy?
Can we not show a love for our country? A
love that surmounts all fears, all weaknesscs
and dedicates men to preserve with their
lives the land they love?

I am not esking that we dedicate our-
selves to becoming & nation of warmongcels,
No, I ask that we dedicate ourselves to work
for prace. I firnnly believe a strong aggressive,
defensive posture is the best offense avail-
able to a country whose democratic ideals
prevents it from initiating an attack against
any enemy unless provoked beyond en-
durance.

Until we have made our country so im-
pregnable, so invulnerable that an stiack
would be suieldal, will ocur enemies keep their
distance. Until we have donc this, the possin
bility of America becoming a major hattle-
field in & new world conflict beconics more
apparcnt with cach passing day.

Gentlemen, Now is the time Tor us to look
to our defewscs, timne to follow the heritage
which is ours, The time to demonstrate, once
again, to all the world, that democracy is a
Hving thing, transcending all other ways of
life, and worth protecting at any cost.

(Mr. PRICE of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks in the body of the REecorp
and to include an address by Mr. Honi-
FIELD.)

(Mr. PRICE of Illinois remarks will

appear hereafter in the EBxtensions of
Reniarks.]

(Mr. BUCHHANAN asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include extra-
neous matter.)

[Mr. BUCHANAN’'S remarks will ap-

pear hereafter in the Exlensions of Re-
marks.1

NARCOTICS AND SOUTHEAST ASIA

(Mr. WOLFTI asked and was given per-
mission to exltend his remarks at this
point in the REecorp and lo include.ex-
trancous matter.)

Mr. WOLTFIE, Mr. Speaker, at this point
in the Recorn, I would like to insert the

texts of several formal statements made
before an informal hearing whicih thie dis~
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‘In our own couniry, we stand in greater
need of what wo call consclence. Crder is
Jeaven's first law; the Universe, with the
jnfinity of celestlal hodles, is regulated by
jaw and maintained in order. The human
ereature on our own planet—as well as thoge
which may Inhabit any like orbs—is en-
dowed with the faculty of reason; with faith,
that 1s to say, reasoned hope; with the belief
of the pure in heart that the soul shall have
jmmortal belng.

«jTais off to the past, and coats off to the
future,” must yet be the homely slogan.

¥ pelieve that mirth and music are mate-
rial gifts from Heaven to Man, in compensa-
tlon for the tragedies of life. Good thought
and conduct constitute good morals. Evil is
the exact opposite. IL we transgress, we are
punished, in one way or another.

All the qualities of humanity that are pos-
gessed of hope, faith, courage, diligence, xoa-

"gon, love of home and country, vision and

noble ideals, must be exercised as indispen-
gable labors in humanity’s forward march,
Apropos, the splrit-of reverence and  the

church must perform thelr necessary roles..

These observations are indeed irite. The
multipiication tahle is trite, but reliance on
the mathematics of Newton fook the Astro-
nauts to the moon, and thru the volds of
space.

oOur DRaronial” Order—whose racmbers nre

" decendants of suretics of A.D. 1215, has great

opportunity for noble and patriotic service.
It has also greab responsibility, and, I be-

- leve, is mceting fts obligatlons with fine

dispatch.

The Magna Charta is s lengthy instiu-
ment of 61 articles. On Junc 12, 1215, it was
adopled to hold in restraint, o cruel, despotic
King John of Ingland, Twenty-five surcties
were named from the roster of Barons, to
require the arbitrery Xing to pay allegiance
to the Great Charter, which relates to bene-
fits and property snd other rights to the
Barons, as well as the people in general.

Under ihe benefits conlarred by Magna
Charta, England, and the course of civil and
religlous liberty made lasting progress.

The next great document of liberty was
itho Mayflower Compact, adopted in Novems-

" her 1620 by the Pilgrims in Cape Cod Harbor.
2% was brief, but of essential character, It .

provided, in silmple words, 8 com rehensive,

corganic end Jormal insrtument enabling the
 establishment of Plimoth Plantation—on the

Plymouth Rock site, binding equally on all;
and assuring tolal equality, and to make all
needed laws. Under it, the Pilgrims lved and
prospered, with complete civil and religious
liberty.

This modest compact proved to be the
pcorn which rooted and grew to tie great oak
of our Constitutional government, which we
must uphold and sustain,

In conclusion, let me say, as did Tiny Tim
in the jmmortal Christmas Story of Dickens,
“Lord bless us all, each and everyone!”

CIA SMUGGLLES OPIUM ~

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order- of the ITouse, the gentle-

_man from Wisconsin (Mr. AspIN) is rec-

ognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. ASPIN, Mr. Speaker, T am releas-
Ing today substantial new evidence that
indicates U.S. pilots flying CIA operated
helicopters have been smuggling opium
inside Laos.

What this new evidence indicates is
that U.S. pilots using U.S.-owned planes
are illegally smuggling opium in Laos,
some of which has almaost certainly boen
sold to U.8, GT's in Scutheast Asia and
some of which has almost certainly been
smuggled into illicit U.S. drug markets.

I am releasing today a letter which 1
have received from Alfred MceCoy, au-

“chicf and other officials have told him

you thorough!y Investigate Mr. !\Jc()oy's alle-

patlons. Since Mr, McCoy obtained his in-
formation last summer, 1t is imperative to
determine whether this kind of drug tralick-

thor of a forthcoming book on heroin
traffic in Southeast Asia, which details
the allegation of United States and CIA
Micity i e tradlic, se aliega- : N N

e et Hiue. then the GLA 15 tpticated 0 15 st going on. & principal winusiserca
: e § S > ust resolve is: At
in fostering the drug traflic that ruins the  what level in the CIA were ofiicials aware of
lives of tens of thousands of Americans. this filicit drug trafiic?”.

According to the information Mr. I hope that you will report to me in full
McCoy has given me, a Laotian district the results of your investigation.

Thank you for your cooperation.

that American helicopters fiew Mceo of- Sincerely,
ficers into Laotian villages where they
purchased opium. The ophum was also
transported out by American pilots and
planes to Long Tieng, the CIA headquar-
iers in Northern YLaos where i was al-
legedly refined into morphine and even-
tually heroin.

The Mceo tribesmen, as many of my
colleagues know, had becn recruited by
the CIA and form a mercenary army
which fights the Pathel Lao Comumunist
guerrillas, ¥or the RMeo, opium is consid-
cred an importent cash crop.

Mr. Speaker, I have asked CIA Direclor
Richard Xelms {0 thoroughly investigat
Mr. McCoy's allegations. Since hir, NMe-
Coy obtamed his information lale last
summer it is imperative to determine
whether this kind of drug {rofiicking is
still poing on. A principal, unanswered
question which the CIA must Tesolve is
“At what level In the CIA were oflicials
aware of this illicit drug traflic?”

It is also becoming increasingly clear,
Mr, Speaker, that the Nixon administra-
tionr is covering up and contradicting
itself about the importance of. heroin
traflic in Southeast Asin., After Mr, Mc-
Coy testified before a Senate commitiee
last month the Stale Department termed
his charges about the inveolvement of
Government officials in Sculhicast Asia
as “unsubstantiated.” Xowever, the U.S.
Army Provost Marshal reported in 1871
that high ranking members of the South
Vietnamese Government were in the top
“zone” of the four-tiered heroin trafic
pyramid. S

Mr. McCoy, quile rightly, also disputes
the State Department’s claim  that
“Southeast Asia is not a major source of
heroin on our market.” This statement
by the State Department directly con-
tradicts a General Accounting Office re-
port which states that:

The Far East is the sccond principal source
of heroin entering the U.S,

Les Asrin,
Member of Congress.

ROONEY REQUESTS ITALF BILLION
FOR RELIEF OF I'LOOD RAVAGLD
STATES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under &

previous order of the ITouse, the gentle-

man from Fennsylvania (Rir. Rooney) 1s
recognized for b minutes, '
Mr. RCONEY of Pennsylvinia., Mr.

Speaker, in the wake of probably fthe

most destructive flood in Amerlen’s his-

tory I have today announced that 1 will
request an additional half billion dollers
in Federel funds for relief in the five

States which have been declared disaster

arcas by President Wixen.

The $92.5 million now available {o the

States in the President’s disaster relief

losses suffered by the five States. I
Pennsylvania were to receive the entire
$02.5 million it would cover only about 16
percent of the cost of putting the State
hack togeiner.

I have introduced legislation to provide
relief funds in the amount of one-half
hilllon dollars to the States which have
been declared disaster areas by the Presi-
dent. This money would be disbursed by
the Office of Emergency Preparedness
whose primary function is the adminis-
tration of the I'resident’s disaster relief
fund. In past criscs involving diszsier
areas in several States OLP has appor-
tioned financial aid to the States accord-
ing to the amount of damage susitained
in the respective States. This is the only
{air and realistic method of tackling the
massive cleanup job ahead.

Pennsylvania, hardest hit by the flood-
ing by a wide margin, would receive the
Jlion's share of the supplemental appro-
priation, and Florida, having the least
amount of damage of the five Siates,
would reccive the smallest portion. The

14r. Speaker, it is imperative Lo deter- remaining money would be distributed by
mine whether the CIA is still invqlved in OEP to Virginia, Maryland, and New
opium trafiic and who was responsible for  York.
the alleged involvement of the CIA with Other Members and I of the Pennsyl-
the opium growers of Laos. vania delegatlion will mect with Governor

My letter to My, Helms follows: Shapp today to discuss the crippling ef-

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, fects of thic flood.
Washington, D.C., June 27, 1972. Ihope to explore all avenues of Federal
Mr. RICITARD HELMS, assistance with the Governor and arrive
Dircctor, Central Intelligence Agency, at some concrete poals with regard to

“gfé:;‘f{o""lf'c' . abliely Toleasing the needs of the stricken Peunsylvania
n, HrLms: I am p cly releas itie
today substantial new evidence that indi- communities.
cates that U.S. pllots flying CIA-operated
helicopters have been smuggling opium in-
side Laos. These allegations arc contained in
a letter and additional informsation that I
have received from Mr. Al{red McCoy, author
of a forlhcoming bock on lcroin iraffic in
Southeast Asia. If {hese allegations are true,
then the CIA is impllcated in fostering the ¢
drug trafic that ruins the lives of tcns of ognized for 10 minutes.
thousands of Americans. Mr. SIKUBITZ. Mr. Speaker, In my
I s writing to you today to reguest that  opinion the aclion the President took on

BEEF PRODUCERS GET SHORT END
OF STICK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from XKansas (Mr. SKUBITZ) s rec-
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Reviewed by
Richard I. Barnet

The seviewer, cofounder
and codirector of The Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, is the
author of “Roois of War,” a
study of the men and institu-
tions behind the imaking of
U.S. foreign policy.

It rocently came to light
that the top Air Force gon-
eral in Vietnam took it upon
himsclf a few months ago (o
order the bombing of off-
limnit targets in Vietnam and
in so doing to mislead bis
superiors. In his new hook
““The War Conspiracy,”
Teter Dale Scott {finds a pat-
tern of unsutborized provoe-
atlive conduct by U.S. mili-
tary officers and intellj-
genee officials as far back
as the Itisenhower adminis-
tration.

What Scett
“war conspiracy” is the “sus-

~tained resort to unau-
" thorized provocations, and
fraud by US. personnel,
particularly intelligence per-
sonnel, in order {o susiain
or increase our military
commitment in Asia.”

IIe charges thal on sev-
cral erucial occasions in our
recent history, commanders
in the field have mislead the
President or taken action on
their- own which effectively
tied his hands.
© Perhaps the most cele-
brated of these incidents

means by a’

VKS

HINGTOX £08T
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THE WAR CONSPIRACY :

The Secret Rouad to the

Sccand Indochine War. By Peter Dale Seott,
(Bobbs-3errill, 238 pp., §7.50)

have been fhe
limed cscalations in  the
bombing of North Vietnamn
which scem so olten Lo coin-
cide with peace injtiatives.
In April, 1966, a Polish
diplomat arrived in Ilanoi
for a highly sceret peace ini-
fiative known in the Stale
Depariment code as “Aari-
gold”  The story of the
crushing of  “Aarizold” in
thie bombing of 1llaiphong
has been told by sophisti-
cated journalists such
Krastow and Loory in the
bool:r “the Search for Peace
in Vietnam” and by insiders
such as Chester Cooper in
his “The Last Crusade.”
Scott, however, Dbrings
many new faets together.He
is a prodigious and careful
reader who is able to juxta-
pose information in interest-
ing ways. He points out, for
exawmple, that the Polish ves-
sel Beniowski was attacked
in llaiphong llarbor on
April 18, 1966, while accord-
ing to the official CINCPAC
“Report on the War in Viet-
nam as ol June 1968, these
targels remained on the re-
stricted list, despite inereas-
ing ypolitical pressure in
Washinglon, uniil mid-June.
Scoit has a long chapter

peculiarly

as "

on the Gulf of Tonkin inci-
dents, the Pueblo incident,
the attack on the Soviet
Ship Turkestan during the
six-day Arab-Isracli War in
1967, and the circumstances
swrrounding the Nixon esea-
lations inlo Cambodia in
1870 and into T.os in 1971,

Probebly the most inter-
esting chapter is o history of
Alr Amcerica and the Civil
Alr Transporl, which he
shiows to bhe joint ventures
of the CIA and the Chen-
nault and Chiang famnilics.
He deseribes the role of
Civil Alp Transport in drop-
ping supplics for the ¥French
at Dicnbeinphu. The plancs
were C-119s on “loan” {rom
the U.S. Ajr Force and some
of the “civilians” {lying
them were in faet U.S. mili-
tary pilots. Yive CAT me-
chanies declared missing on
June 18, 1954, were accord-
ng to Scott, “the first offi-
cial casualtics of the Viet-
nam War.”

Scott is always looking for
patterns. Ile bhelicves that
“his{ory is not as untidy as
we would wish.” He is a con-
nojsseur ol conspiracy. The
conseyucnce is a series of
hypotheses which vary

greatly in credibility. Semc
of the admirahle eftorts to
make scise oui of seomingly
unrelated even{s ave con-
vineing but others arve not.
His effort to show a dramat-
ic change of policy during
the 72 hours following tie
Kennedy assassination is a
{ascinating historical twief,
but 1 do not think he makes
the case. By the end of tho
book he has enlarged the
conspiracy to include not
only the authors and cditors
af the Pentaden Papors hut
the judge in {he New York
Times case becavse he “was
a warlime member of ORS)
He sees the drama of thie re-
lease of the Penlagan Pa-
Crs as ‘‘one more manipula-

tion of intelligence in order

{o influenee publie policy.”

ITowever, “The Wit Con-
spiracy” scores enoush hits
along with oeccasional wild
shots {o merit careful read-
ing.

The -imporf{ant peint {hat
cmerges is that a werldwide
military and paramilitary o=
tablishment is impozsible {o
contrel, that what was sup-
posed 1o be an ingtrument (o
provide the {op political
Jeadership  with  “options” -

H

" ends up restricting choices,

crucial moments.
Presidents and national se-
curitly managers  cannol
make deception a routine in-
strument of policy, as they.
have done for a gencration,
without being deceived on
occasion themselves.

often at

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6



T CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MOBIZGR |
Approved For Release 200%/935 ¢ :]99 A-RDPFB0-01

‘Not all arms deals are between governments of nations.
There are also private peddlers — bhoth the legal (and
sometimes large) traders and-the ilegal gunmnnixg vari-
ciy. For a look at both the sunny and shady sides of pri-
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vate arms sales, read this fifth story in a series about who

carms the world,

. By John
Staff correspondent of The

S : . London
TTAST . MONTH'S, SOVIET-AMERICAN
L strategic  arms  limitation (SALT)
- treaty is viewed by many people and
governments as a giant stride toward dis-
armament,

It has not, however, hothered the private
arms traders. Quite the contrary.

Samuel Cummings, the 44-year-old American
who heads Interarms — by far the world's larg-
est private buyer and seller of arms — points
out: “We don’t worry about the SALT agree-
ment because it will have no effect whatsoever
on -the movement of conventional arms; the
arms we deal in.

“If anything, 1 would venture a modest pre-
diction that it will cause an increase in con-
ventional arms movement in the world, not
only by private firms and producers, but also by
governments. :

“The inevitable resuit of denying or limiting
strategic arms, the balance-of-power arms, is a
greater movement of the conventional types.

“Anyhow, our business isn't controlled by us.
It's controlled by the big powers who give the
licensing,. .

“And we are merely, in my view, a reflection
for better or for worse of the times in which we
live.... The whole arms business ... is essen-
tially based on human folly and as such is self-
perpetuating. It increases in direct proportion
to human folly as the world’s population in-
creases.

Licensed arms dealer

“It's a sad commentary, and [ don’t make it
in any hypocritical sense but strictly in a bru-
tally realisticand, from our side, commercial
sense.” ' T .

Mr. Cummings spoke in a telephone inter-
view from his fesidence in&i aco. Brom there,
he controls PrQVE TTJIQH\ glease
ration in the U.S., with main offices and ware-
houses in Alexandria, Va., and a staff of about

K. Coolev
Christian Science Monitor o
40; and Interarms U.K. in Britain, with a staff

“of 100, and warehouses in Manchester and Ac-

ton outside London.

Mr. Cummings, who comes from- Phila-
delphia, began his present career after his
World War 1I Army service by buying up can-
tured German helmets and reselling them at a
profit. Since 1953 he has been registered with

“the U.S. Government as a licensed arms dealer.

Essentially, Interarms’ work is to buy up sur-
plus military arms and resell them, either as
sport weapons — after “sporterizing” or con-
verting them — or to other governments The
zuie to other governments has included every-
thing from surplus uniforms to heavy tanks and
jet combat planes. It is shrouded in secrecy be-
cause, says Mr. Cummings, “‘our clients prefer

not to have publicity, and governments. keep -

the figures classified anyway.”

Turnover top secret
* Mr. Cummings says Interarms’ turnover is
“top secret” too, but adds that “while we have
been aiming for §100 million yearly, it is still in
eight figures only, not nine.” .

Mr. Cummings has taken legal proceedings
against some who called hiim a “trafficker.”
That, “by European definition,” he says, “is
someone who does not pay any attention to the
law. .. We are buyers and séllers under Amer-
ican and British Government licenses: we have
only those depots physically in England and
America, and every transaction is made only

“with the proper official approval by all govern-

ments concerned.”

Clients of Interarms are found on every con-
tinent, Its Middle East business is 50 sensitive
that even the names of its Midcast agents are
kept secret.

Under the U.S. Gun Control Act of 1968, In-

sperterized” ex-mihtary guns into the United
States. This has vastly helped U.S. gun manu-
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By MIRIAM OTTENBERG
Star Staff Writer

U.S. narcotics agents are
making a sizable dent in the
Southeast Asian dope {raffic
and—despite reports to the
contrary — America’s Asian
allies and {he CIA are helping

. them do it.

“We have seriously dam-
aged the program of the nar-
_coties traffickers,” reported
John Warner, chief of the Bu-
rcau of Narcolics and Dan-
gerous Drugs’ strategic intel-
ligence office. “It’s becoming
inereasingly more difficult {for
them 1o operate, even though
their profits are {remendous.”

Warner countered testi-

mony given recently by Al-
fred W, McCoy, a Ph.D stu-
dent, before a Senate Appro-
priations subcommittee to the
effect that the governments of
South Vietnam, Liaos and
Thailand are actively en-
gaged in the heroin ftraffic
yand that the U.S. government.
.+ has not moved to stop it.
i - “Corruption,” Warner ac-
: knowledged, “is a way of life
-in Southeast Asia. It reaches
to all levels, But the United
States government has made
it perfectly clear to all gov-
ernments in the arca that we
will not compromise on the
narcotics issie.”
- He cited as an example of
increasing cooperation on in-
stance earlier this year when
{26 tons of opium were turned
cover {o the government of
{Thailand by one of the in-
surgent forces along its bor-
der-—presumably for reasons
of its own,
+ Until recently, the opium
‘would have found its way
back into the traffic. But this

Second of 2 Articles

" time, it was burned in the
presence of Americanr nar-
“cotics agents and samples
“were taken and analyzed by
American chemists.

Even more significant are
= recent successes of Laos and
- Thai narcotics investigative

units set up with U.S. aid.

Warner c¢xplained how they
came into being and, in doing

so, replied to the charges
made by McCoy in his Con-
% gressional :erarance.
P

19 JUN 19/
Wagh -5

STATOTHR

Tas

oln

~ McCoy bhad charged that Warner also reporled that
ihe U.S. ambassador to Laos, /he Royal Iong Kong police

G. McMurtrie Godley, “did
his best {o prevent the as-
signment” of U.S, narcolics
agents to Laos. '
Actually, Warner said, God-
ley has been one of the
staunchest supporters of the
anti-narcotics  program in
Laos, and requested U.S, nar-
cotics agents as advisers long
before they could be sent
there. e was instrumental in
persuading Laos to outlaw the
opium {raffic, Warner said.
Godley also persuaded the
Laotian government fo ap-
point an honest and compe-
tent general to head the new
narcotics investigative wunit
which the U.S. Bureau of Nar-
cotics and Dangerous Drugs
established and-{rained, War-
ner added. )
In the short time the unit

.has been operational, Warner
- reported, it has made fire-

mendous progress in arrest-
ing traffickers and seizing
laboratory cquipment and the
chemicals used to make

*heroin,

The unit’s latest score came

on June 7 when it arrcsted a
Meo deputy of the Laotian
parliament and seized 10 kilos
of No, 4 heroin (the injectable
kind), 26 kilos of opium and
a number of U.S. Army car-
bines. . i
Another special investiga-
tive force, trained and
cquipped by BNDD agents,
has just gotten under way at
Chingmai in northern Thal-
Jand. Chingmal is a road junc-
tion in the network of roads
leading south to Bangkok.
It's particularly important

. to U.S. narcotics agents be-

cause they hope there to halt
the movement of heroin out
of the “Golden Triangle,” the
opium growing area horder-
ing Laos, Burma and Thai-
land, :
The new Thai unit has just
scored its first success. On
June 10, a joint BNDD and
Thai task force raided a com-
pound and seized 1,600 kilos
of raw opium and processing
equipment, he said.

also have stepped up their
anli-narcolics program, mak-
ing large seizures of nar-
coties, arresting {raffickers

and seizing two laboratories -

this year. At the time, both
labs had quantities of heroin,
opium and morphine base.
Burma, the other govern-
ment {ouched by the opium
traffic, has expressed its will-
ingness to cooperate, Warner
reported, but Burmese offi-
cials frankly admit their con-
trol over the border areas are
very tenuous, It woald require
an army to make any impact
on the border arcas where
insurgent forces proiect the

opium {raffickers, Warner
said. )

In Laos an acknowledged
impartant trafficker has been
knocked out of business not by
an army but by American
diplomacy, Warner said,

Gen, Ouane Rattikone, for-
mer
Royal Laotian Army, had con-
solidated several opium refin-
eries into one, and with his
army, controlled and protect-
ed the Laotian narcotics traf-
fic for years, Warner said.

“He was forced {o retire in
July, 1971. We have political
clout in the area and Ambas-
sador Godley exerted it.”

Warner said similar action
would be taken against Viet-
namese figures if charges of
narcotics trafficking were
proven.

“Politics means nothing to
us in BNDD,” he said, if we
had the evidence . . . the
President would be informed
and I know something would
be done about it.

McCoy had said in is con-
gressional testimony that tie
political apparatus of Gen.
Nguyen Cao Ky (the former

Px'esidcnt of South Vietnam)
‘demonstrates the importance
of official corruption in South-
east Asia’s drug traffic.” Me-
Coy also said Ky's sister is
tied in with heroin smuggling.

rE.bl{r',iaoo

chief of staff of the

.- Warner, however, said there
1s no evidence that Ky is in-
volved, '
McCoy, in his Senate testi-
mony, said he had briefed
BNDD on his findings and they
corrobated much of his cvi-
dence. Asked about that, War-
ner said he had scen nathing
of an evidentiary nature {rom

McCoy ‘‘other than gossip,
rumors, conjeclure and old
history,” - '

McCoy had accused the CIA
of providing substantial mili-
tary support lo mercenarics,
rebels and warlords actively
engaged in {he narcotics traf-
fic and of letting aircraft it
chartered be used t6 transport
opium harvested by the mer-
cenaries.

Of those charges, Warner
said the American-chartered
aircraft mnow have security
forces guarding against the
against the transport of any
narcotics.

Since President Nixon asked
the CIA o assist in dealing

with the Southecast Asian nar-

cortics problem, Warner said,
the CIA has bcen one of the
moest cooperative government
agencies working with BNDD
to’ develop the information on
which BNDD and its forecign
counterparts can act to inter-
dict the traffic and make
cases. : .

The weceding out of Asian of-
ficials heavily involved in the
done iraffic, as well as the
strikes against the tralfickers
themselves, are all fairly re-
cent. And so is the BNDD in-
volvement in the Pacific, -

It's .only in the last {wo
years that American narcotics
agents have come into the
Orient in force. Since BNDD
Director John XE. Ingersoll
pushed for more agents to
fight the Pacific traffic in

- drugs, regional offices ‘have

been set up in Bangkok, Sia-
gon and Tokyo, and district
oifices in Chingmai, Vientiane,
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore,
Hong KXong, Okinawa and
Manila, ) -
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SAIGON, Viet Nam, June 14
—~—Hanoi broadcasts mhequent l
ly. mention “works of sabo -
teurs” in North Viet Nam’s
panhandle, and Saigon’s ver-
nacular press occasionally 10-]
port odd litlle aireraft acci- |
dents with nonmilitary plancs.
in mountainous regions of 1
Laos, Northwestern South Viet |
Nam, and sometimes in North-
eastern Thailand.:

These are mere peeks by the
general public at a (remen-
dous submerged ‘““iceberg” of
clandestine operations continu-
ously and now increasingly
carried out against the Com.
munist North.

These actions probably nev-
er will be disclosed in full de-|
tail bul it can be said respon-;
sibly that today they constitute |
an important phase of thisi
Southeast Asia battle, .

It is a silent war. It is car-

ried out by special forces and |
by mercenaries. It s a hit- f
and-run ‘war in which units are |
airlified or sea borne deep into |
North Viet Nam for demolition
missions, for seizure of prison-
ers, for probing forays, and--it
now is -understood—for accu-‘
mulation of information on|
American prisoner of war camp!
locations.
_ This type of action has been
taking place in the North Viet-
namese panhandle {rom the
Demilitarized Zonel to  well
north of Vinh during the last
60 days.
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An mcreasmg series of such
raids have come from the sea-
| coasts and’ from helicopter air-
bridge links in Laos and Thai-

land lo points where damage
can be done or information ob-
tained from the North Viet.
namese, it was learned from
reliable sources.

Communist broadcasts from
Hanoi in the past have used
“sabolewr™ in an ideoligical
sense, Now they are referring
{o actual dynamitings hy these
raiders. They specialize in tar-
gets which are too difficult for

+ bombers to identify from the

‘air, or are too well hidden to
be spolted by aerial photogra-
phy. They also carry out a
traffic in agents not otherwise
possible under present condi-
tions.

Size, Duration Vary

Reports filtering from CCI}I/
tral Intclligence Agency an
associates military establish-
ments indicate such raids may
vary from 20 to several hun-
dred men. They may stay in
i North Viet Nam from.a few
minutes to 24 hours.

Mercenaries  enlisted  for
"such secret actions include
Turopeans, Chincse, Malays,
Japanese and Americans. The
ocrations are carefully
planned and surrounded by thc
tight security,

The CIA now believes the
large-scale, American attempt\‘
to {ree prisoners from a camp
near Hanei a year ago failed

because of a security leak

shift.

The raiders are heavily ar-
med. Not one operation has
failed, and none of the raiders
have been (rapped, according
to informed sources,

Casualtics among these spe-
cial forces have been low. Pay
scales are said to be *“‘quite
high” and morale among these
specialists in demolition, elec-

tronics sabotage, and interro-:

gation is very high. The men
regard themselves as an elite
corps,
Financed by CIA

The mysterious, CIA-financed
Air America civil flying fleet
secems Lo operale on a super-
national basis across Cambo-
dian, Thai, Laotian, and South
Vietnamese  horders., It has
had a part in some of this
work. However, much of the
work is being done by mil-
itary detachments, temporarily
posted to the special forces.

The military establishment
here  generally - attempts  to
suppress mention of this side
of the war for a number of
reasons, with security against
encmy knowledge being "the
least imporfant. The North Vi-
etnamese are fully aware of
the nature of the CIA-dirccted
and financed special opera-
tions.

1t is known that after each

such raid all civilians and mil-
itary personnel in the North

who have had contact with the
raiders are subjected to rigor-
ous and lengthy questioning by
Communist secret police and
political commisars.

The U. S. forces seek to hide
the clandestine side of the war
to prevent embarassment to
Thai, Cambodian, and Laotian
governmental depariments.

It is recognized by American
Jeaders that such concealment
is merely “token” but Is re-
quired in certain diplomatic

which resulted in a prisonor_

STATOTHR

STATOTHR

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDR80:04604 RGA0900090001-6

tries fringing South Viet Nam.
maintain,’



\u (‘;)‘ir’d

% A CT T
.:M ‘y&)'\ i

Sabateurs Hurass

North’s Panhandle

By WAYNE TIHOMIS

- Mlami Gerald-Chicsgo Tritung Wire

SAIGON -~ Hahoi infre-
quemly broadcasts mention

“works of saboteurs” in
North Vietnam's panhandle,

Saigon’s’ vernacular press
occasionally reports odd lit-
tle aircraft accidents with
nonmilitary planes in moun-
Ttainous regions  of lLzos,
northwestern South Vietnam,

" and sometimes in northeast-

crn Thailand,

These are more pecks by
the general public at a tre-
mendous submerged iceberg
of clandestine  operations
continuously “and now in-
creasingly  carried out
.against the Communist
north. .

These actions probably
never will be disclosed in full
detail, but it can be said re-

sponsibly that today they
constitute an  important
phase of this Southeast Asia
- battle, :

It is & silent war, It is car-

ried out by Special Forces
gnd by -mercenaries. It is a
hit-and-run  war in which
units are =irlifted . or sea-
borne deep into North Viet-
nam for demolition missions,
for seizure of prisoners, for
probing forays, and — it now
is unders(ood - for accumu-
]atxon of information

THE MYAMI BERALD
16 June 1972
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American  prisoner of Wdrl
camp locations.

TIHIS TYPE of action has
been taking place in the
North Vietnamess panbandle
from the Demilitarized Zone
to well north of Vinh during
the last G0 days.

An increasing - number of
such raids has come from the
seacoasts and from helicop-
fer air-bridge links in Laos
and Theailand to points wihiere

damage ¢an be done or injor-
mation obfained from the
North Vielnamese, it was
learncd from reliable sources.

Communist broadeasts
from Hanoi in the past have
used “sabotewr” in an idco-
logical sense. Now they are
referring 1o actual dynamit-
ings. These raiders specialize
in targets that are too diffi-
citlt for bombers to identify
from the air or are too well
bidden to be spotted by acri-
al photopraphy. They also
carry out a traffic in agents
not otherwise possible under
present conditions. :

BRERFORTS FILTERING
from the Central Intelligence
Agency and azssociated mili-?
tary establishments indicate
that such raids may vary
from 20 to several hundred
men. They may stay in North
Vietnam from a few mmutes
{0 24 hours.

Miercenaries enlisted for
such secret actions includs
Yuropeans, Chinese, Malays,
Japanese and Ainericans. The
opcrations are carefully plen-
ned and surrounded by the
tight security.

The CIA now believes that
he large-scale American at-
tempt to {ree prisoners from
a camp near Hanoi a year

THE RYSTERIOUS, CIA-

" financed Ailr America civil

flying fleet seems to opervate
on a supernational basis
across Cambodian, Thai, Lao-
tian and South Vietnamese
borders. It has had a part in
some of this work. owever,
mueh of the wortk is being
done by military detach-
ments temporarily posted o

{he Special Forces,

The military establishment
here gencrally attempts to
suppress mention of this side
of the war for a number of

reasons, with security
apainst enemy  knowledge

being the lJeast important.
The North™ Vietnamese are
fully aware of the nature of
the CIA-dirgeted and CTA-fi-

nanced special operations.

It is known that after cach
such raid all civilians and
military personnel in  the
north who have had contact
with the raiders are subjoect-
ed to rigorous and lengthy
questioning by  Communist
secret police and pohtxcai

cormmissars,

J

ago failed because of a secu-

rity leak, which resulted in a
prisoner shift,

The raiders are heavily
armed. Not one operation has
failed. And none of the raid-
ers has been trapped, accord-
ing to informed sources,

" Casualties among these
special forces have been low.

© Pay scales and morale are

said to be quite high.

STATOTHR
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By Jean R. Hailey
Washington Post Staff Writer

__Retired Adm. Felix Bud-
well Stump, a much-deco-
rated Navy officer of World
War II and later U.S. com-
mander in chicf in the Pa-
cifie, died Tuesday at his
home, 7012 Arbor La, Me-
Lean. He was 77.

- He also had served in the

+1950s as head of the U.S.

military delegation to con-
ferences of the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organization.

. 8o vast was Adm. Stump's
knowledge of Southeast
Asia and the Pacific that
President Dwight D. Eisen-
‘hower asked him {o con-
tinue to scrve {wo more
vears when he was due for
retirement in 1956, He
stayed on until 1958, .

. Before his  retirement,
Adm. Stump had warned

~frequently of the dangers of
~communist

aggression in
Southeast Asia, particularly
the subversion of Indonesia.
always expressed
confidence in SEATO’s abil-

Jty to meet the challenge.

He was named com-
mander in chief, Pacific by

President Eisenhower in
~1953.
Adm. - Stump, who was

born in Parkersburg, W.Va,,

" graduated from the Naval

Academy in 1917, Ie was
navigator of the cruiser USS
Cincinnali, which saw escort
duty during World War L. .

After the war, he reported
for flight {raining. at the
Naval Air Station in Pensa-
cola, Fla.,, and was named a

“naval aviator in 1920.

After inslruction in sca-
planes and aeronautical en-
gineering, he attended the

.. Massachusetts Institute of
. Technology

where he
‘earned a master of science
degree.

- Adm. Stump saw “duty

“with the aireraft scouting

fleet and was head of the
maintenance division of the
Rureau of Acronautics here
before bccoming executive
officer of the USS Enler-
prlse in June, 1941, He was
serving -as commander of
the USS Langley, a scaplanc
tender, in San Diego when

the Japanese

Harbor. ABB‘Fs\l;éal F
In January, 1942,

joined the staff of &hg cg'm!
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Adm. Felix B. Stump is pictured in 1955
as commander ¢of the U.S. Pacific Fleet,
holding a news conference in Taiwan on

mander in chief of the
Asiatic Fleet, and in Febru-
ary assumcd ‘cornmand of

i{he aireraft carrier USS
Lexington. ‘
That ship saw action

against the Japanese in the
Gilbert Jslands, the
against Wake Island and the
Marshall Islands and in the

Tarawa, Makin and Apa-
mama areas. The Lexing-
ton continued in hattle until
December, 1943, when she
was torpedoed by an enemy
plane and forced to return
to this country for major
repairs.

Adm. Stump was awarded
the Silver Star for tihese
campaigns.

In 1944, he assumed com-
mand of Carrier Division 24,
serving as commander of
ihe ° Carrier Air Support
Group whose operations re-
sulted in the capture of the
southern Marianas. He then
commanded a task force fur-

! hattle of l.eyte
* Philippines, the battle off

Gamar lsiand and the am-

YT

. Stump was awarded the Le--

sirike’ ..

"‘ﬂ‘;’ B R R T R R S T L NG

phibious
dora,
For those services, Adm.

gion of Merit with two Gold
Stars and the Navy Cross
with & Gold Star. He was
cited for “exceptionally mer-
itorious conduct” and “ex-
traordinary heroism.” :

His force also participated
in the invasion of Luzon and
in action at Okinawa and
the Ryukyu Islands.

Adm. Stump returned to
the United States in May,
19845, as chief .of the Naval

. Air Technical Training Com-

~‘mained in

. naval air training

mand in Chicago and re-
that posilion
when the command moved
to Pensacola.

He later chief of

at the

was

* Naval Air Technical Train-

ing Center in Memphis until
he was named commander,
Air Force, Atlantic Fleet, in
1948, and commander of ihe
Second Fleet in 1901
Ng\!RAdm stimp
chairman® of Air America,
which was founded by Gen.

invasion of Min-

A A s

possible evacuation of the Tarhen Islands.
At left is Adm. Alfred M.
commander of the U.S. Scventh Fleet.

Pride, then

Claire Chennaull, who had
headed the Flying Tigers.
He also was execulive officer
of the Frecedoins Foundation
at Valley Forye.

He is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth 8., and a daughter,
Klizabeth Frances Stump, of
the horue; a son, Felix B. Jr.,
of Cleveland, and iwo grand-
children. e
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W8, Alr-Drops Asian Guerriilas

» By D. BE. Ronk
f&pecial to The Washington Post

. - VIENTIANE, Laos, June

. '14—Use of Laotian territory
/Sand- spegially recruited As-
:jan mergenaries for CIA~
sponsored esplonage and
sabotage missions in North
Vietnam has been eonfirmed
_here by American sources
"close to the operation.

The niissions are originat-
ing from a number of small
mountaintop sites in nerth-

ern Laos within 30 miles of
the North Vietnamese bor-

der. The guerrilla troops are
fransported by unmarked
Alr America planes.

" The existence of the guer-
rilla missions inside North
Vietnam was first reported
in Saipon earlier this week,
Such missions were known
{0 have been initiated in
early 1960s, but were not re-

garded at the time as very
effective and were apparent-

i

/

Iy suspended after the 1868 .

“hombing hait. .
Highly trained mountsin
{ribesmen from northern

T.aos and some Thai mercen- .

aries with 1on g experience

Saboteurs Raid N. Vietnam

inaccessible . CIA - maintalned
bases in Laos are used to
train, house, and transport the
guerrillas.

Nam Yu, the CIA's most se-
cret hase in Laos, situated in
northwestern I.aos near the
town of Ban Houel 8ai, is re-
ported to be the primary train-
ing center,

Nam Yu was formerly a
base for intelligence teams
being sent into South China
to ‘report on telephone and
road {raffic, a program dis-
continued last year when
President Nixon accepted an
invitation to visi{ China.

From Nam Yu, the guerril-
las are moved to ithe Long
Cheng area 80 miles north of
Vientiane where they continue
to train, making forays inio
the surrounding mountains in-
side T.aos on lower-level recon-
naissance missions for season-
ing and practical exprrience
in avoiding capture and inflicl-
ing. harm- on Communist
forces,

Many of the potential North
‘Vielnamese infilirators are
“weeded out” during this
training period, sources say,

been unable to visit Long
Cheng in recent months.

Resident newsmen here havei

A et o

VR

‘l where they conduct sabotage,

! espionage and propaganda
missions in that country’s least
inhabited and defended areas.
Preeise information on targetis.
and types of guerrilla aclion
is not available here, ‘

It is krown, however, that ;
the CIA is distrustful of many
i claims made by the guerrilla
infiltrators and freqguently
equips the units with cameras
so they can photograph them:-
selves at targets. The photo-
graphs prove the missions
were carried out, and provides
intelligence data for CIA
analysts. .

Tach mission uses at least!
lone specially equipped twin-j
l,engine Otter plane, said to!

carry half a million dollars

worth of radio and elecironic
gear for pinpoint navigation
and locating of ground {forces.
Because of the twin Ofter’s
virtual silent operation as it
' passes close over the ground,
ils short take-off and landing
capability, and the load it van
carry, its basic function has
been the clandestine inser-
tion, pickup and resupply of
guerrilla missions,

There are also reports of
jguerrillas being snatched from
"enemy-oceupied territory by a

in “gpecial aperations are
said here to make up the
. teams. Most of the guerril-
. las are said to speak Viet-
" pamese, some fluenily.
Officially, the Air Amer-
“."{ca management in Vienti-
“ane is unaware that the com-
Zpany's pilots. or planes are
Jflying such .missions. Air
. America is a quasi-private
“airline under contract with
U.S. government agencies.

Al'"ilnts used on the espio—’
nage-sabolage mission flights

hook dangling from rescue
Jump-off points for the zireraft, The guerrilla on the
guerrillas are considerably yround inflates a large balloon
east and nort.heast of Long with lighter-than-air gas, af-
Cheng, according to the sour- ¢sehes it to a thin line which
ces, most being tiny hilltop g then attached to a harness
pogﬁtions bardly known {0 e fasiens to himself. The res-
exist. A major point of de- cye craft passes over the bal
parture is said to be at Bouaml loon, hooks on and hauls him
Long, sometimes called “thely
fortress In the sky,” about 40
miles northeast of Long Cheng,’
a basé the Communisls have
_never been able to wrest from
‘its Meo defenders.

_Qualified sources here say
meantime, that they believe
that such espionage missions
will be increased in northern
I T \ Laos, and may be resumed

Practical training exercises jnqqe China itself, to sabotage
are also conaucted at Bouam w.. material that—because of

are carefully selected and re-) Long. Communist radio broad-
ceive special pay for hazard-| casts frequently note the pres-

ous duty by a “white envelope
system.” This means that the

ence, capture or killing of
commandos from Bouam Long
in the Sam Neua area of north-

the mining of Haiphong—is
expecled to flow increasingly:
through China’s Yunan Prov-
ince and the Laotian Province

money received is not account-
able or traccable, even for lax
purposes, sources say.

. Officlal U.S. spokesmen in
Yientiane decline to comment
on the operalion, but informa-
tlon pieced togejher from
,AmmAppsw Fenike

here indicates that virtually

of Phong Saly on iis way into.

cast Laos. Caves in ncarby North Vietnam

mountains contain the head-
quarters of the Communist-
supported Laotian rebels,

The highest priority, how-

move into . North. Vietnam;

ver, is giyen to missi that .
ease.2004/08/04 GIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6



", edivided among the nation’s Asian governments by cutting:

: ‘three leaders :to the heroin

" pamesé leaders traditionally in-

/|America to  transport opium; he talked to disputed the main
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Indochina called

key to drug traffic
e

been halted under presidelmél
directive but that the Air Amer-

4 Washington=The author of a
dorthcoming book on heroin
‘smuggling told a Senate com-
‘mittee yesterday that the focus
of opium traffic has shifted to
Southeast Asia, where it is con-
trotled by high government offi-
cials and abetted, directly and
;ndirectly, by the United States.
1. Alfred W. McCoy, a 26-year-
iold doctoral candidate who said
“ihe spent 18 fnonths on research,
travel and interviews, said her-
“oin traific in South Vietnam is

Mr. McCoy was testifying be-
fore the Foreign Operations
Subcommittee of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee.

In response to a question
from Senator William Proxmire
(D., ‘Wis), the chairman, Mr.
McCoy said he believed the
only way heroin smuggling
could be halted would be for
the U.S. to put pressure on!

off aid. :

Senator Gale W. McGee (D,
Wyo.), the only other senatorj
present, accused Mr, McCoy of
using “the vernacylar of Joe
McCarthy” . when he charged
the U.S. was “abetting” the
drug traffic merely because il
. supported _and financed those
.who actually engaged in the
‘smuggling.

Shifted from Tiirkey "

three  dominant  military
factions”—those: controlled by
ithe president, ' Nguyen Van
‘Thieu, the former president,
iNguyen Cao Ky, and the prime
‘minister, Tran Thien Khiem.

;- He did. not present any evi-
.dence - personally: linking the

trade, however. After the hear-
ing, hé commented that Viet-

sulate themselves from the i

dealings of .underlings -and: Mr, McCoy insisted that that|

there was no way of knowing iword was correct but said he

ica operations are continuing.;.

| Row in July or-August.

trolling opium In northwestern}-
Laos, allegedly sold the drug to
a Chinese racketeer who was
“the silent partner in Pepsi
Cola’s Vientiane bottling plant.”

Then. according to the wit-
ness, Mrs. Nguyen Thi Ly, the
sister of General Ky, bought
the heroin and arranged for
Vietnamese Col. Phan Phung
Tien to fly the drug to Saigon
‘aboard planes of his 5th Air
Division.

Mr. McCoy also identified
-Gen. Ngo Dzu, recently fired as
head of the 2d Military Region
after suffering defeats at the
hands of the North Vietnamese, -
and Gen. Dang Van Quang,
whom he called “Thieu’s Kissin-{
ger,” as major supporters off
President Thieu .who are in-
volved in the drug tratfic.

l The princifal international
'agents on the drug traffic, he

STATOTHR

said, are a group of Corsicans
who first settled in Indochina in
the Nineenth Century and who “
imaintain liason with heroin
laboratories in France,

{ Mr. McCoy, a Ph.D. candi-
Idate in Southeast Asian history
at Yale University, is the au-
thor of “The Politics of Heropin
-in Southeast Asia,” which will
be published by Harper and

N |

whether the three leaders were . had not meant to suggest that}

involved.
Evidence from research

: American officials were person-
Lally corrupt or that the U.S.

" He added, however, that hetage drug traffic. .
had evidence from research; Mr. McCoy said that since
and interviews that their organ-i the late 1960s the - principal
izations played a key role inj area of opium growing had
the smuggling. | shifted from Turkey to the gold-|
. “Most of the opium traffic iniien triangle of Southeast A51a,l

committee, “is controlled by duces 70 per cent of the opium
Vang Pao, the Laotian general smuggled into the U.S.

who commands the CIA’s mer-  The witness said he had spent
cenary army.” four months in Southeast Asia
- He said the American govern- 1ast . year and had had
ment had directly abetted the «hyndreds’. of interviews in the
heroin traffic by allowing process of researching the
| smugglers to use the CIA’s Air book. He said no official whom

points of his Senate testimony.
Example given
~ The author gave this example

and by employing Burmese her- "1
oin smugglers as intelligence |
agents operating across the

Chinese border. e ar
- international heroin traific:
BorderAppeVBEEF o el cane 2004/03/0%<:

. He said in an interview that || Laotian chief of staff who was

i government intended to encour-|’

northeastern Laos,” he told the which he estimated now pro-}

K

the China border crossings had ||said to have admitted to cor-

CIA-R_DP-80-01 601R000900090001-6
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. Charge CIA and Thics
~ push hergin to U.S. Gls

Daily World Washmgton Burcau

WASHINGTON. June 2—Alfred W. McCoy, a Yale student.
working on his doctorate, told a Senate Appropriations.subcom-
mittee today that the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency and Sai-
gon Dictator Nguyen Van Thiecu are directly involved in the shlp-‘
ment of vast quantities of opiunt and heroin to the U.S.

McCoy. who has authored a book. *‘The Politics of Heroin in
Southeast Asia,” debunked Presxdent Nixon's campaxgn against
heroin imported from:Turkey.”

He told the Foreign Operations subcommlttee headed by Sen. .
William Proxmire (D-Wisc), that the U.S. underworld has totally
‘recouped the loss of the Turkxsh supply by turmng to Southeast
Asia sources.

In South Vletnam McCoy said, the opium and heroin tramc
is divided among. the nation’s three dominant military factions:
Pres. Thieu’s political apparatus, Prime Minister Kim's polmcal
organization, and Gen: Ky’ spolxtxealapparatus

“Throughout the mountainous Golden, Triangle region, the

-CIA has provided substantial military support for mercenaries,
-rlght wing rebels, and tribal war lords who are actively engaged
in the narcotics traffic and 'in Thailand the.CIA has worked
close{y with nationalist Chincse paramilitary units which control
80 to 90 percent of northern Burma's vast opium export and man-

. ufacture high-grade heroin for export to the American market,"”
McCoy testified.

“Some of President Thieu’s closost supporters inside the
South Vietnamese army control the distribution and sale of he-
roin to Americans GI's fighting in Indochina.” .

“Finally U.S. agencnes have been actually involved in. certam"

aspects of the region’s drug traffic. In Northern Laos, Air Ame- |-

rica aircraft and hehcopters chartered by the CIA have been trans-
.portmgopxum" g T '
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aghington
‘South Vietnam’s

Vt
presi-
vice presi-
dent and prime minister
run organizations that
split control of their na-
tion’s opium and heroin
itrade, a narcotics
Searcher charged in Sen-
ate testimony yesterday,
The winess, Alired W.
"V_fc(‘ov said the South Viet-
nam narcotics ring has links
with Cosiean gangsters,
witlhi - an  organized crime
fomily in Florida, and with
scores of high-ranking mili-
tary officers in South Viet-
nam, Laos, Cambodia and

* The {ﬂand

McCoy, a FhD candidate
in Southeast Asian bistory at
Yale University, testitied be-
fore the Senale Appropria-

Jtions Comimittee’s subrom-

mittee on foreign operations.
He..
offi-
cials in the United Stales,
Indochina and Europe.

- POIITICS

KMcCoy accused American
efficials of condoning and
even cooperaling with cor-
rupt elements in Southeast
Asia’s Megal drug trade out
of political and military con-
sideration.

At the State Depariment,
& spokesian said: “We are
aware of these charges, but
we have been unable to find

-any evidence to substantiate

them, much Iess prool.”? .o
. These ave McCoy’s major
charg:es.

" e Heroin and opium {raf-
fic in South Vietnam is divid-
ed’ ‘anong the political or-
ganizations of President
Nguyen Van Thieu, former
Vice I'vesident Nguyen Cao
Ky and Prime Minister Tran -

w1 e

re-

said he had speut 18 ¢

& General Ky’s sister,
Nouyen Thi Ly, travels

#hout once a2 monthio Vien-
tiane, the capital of Laos, (o
arrange for shipment of
packaged hevoin to Pakse or
I’Imom Penth in Cambodia.
¢ Ihe hereln ig then
picked up by transport air-
raft belonging to the South
Vidtnomese Filth Al Divie
sioy and flown o Saigon.

6. Until recently Ars.
Ry’
“overseas  Clinese racket.
e named uu Tim Heng,

1a)
ce

who used his position as the,
silent pavtper in the Vienti-

ans Pepsi Cola bottling plant
as 'a cover to import a chem-
jeal necessary for the nianu-
facture of heroin, MeCoy
testified.

@ Hen g Tou gfhtl aw opium
and morphine from General

Ouane Raitikone, former

ehief of staff of the Royal
Laotian Army.

o General Rattikone ad-
mitted, McCoy said, that Lie
confrolled opivm traffic in
northwestern Laos since
1862 and controlled ihat
countrys’ largest herainlab-.
oratory producing a high-
grade dvug for the GI mar-
ket in South Vietnam. ‘

& Most of the opium traf-
fic in portheastern Laos is
confrolled Hy General Van
Puao, commander of the CTA
mereenary army, he said,

@. 'The government of

el sl

¢ prime supplier was an -

BN e e T e AW

Thailand allews Burmose
rebels, Nationalist Chines
frregulars and  mercenary
armies to move “enormous
hundreds of tons of Burmesze
mule caravons loaded with
opium acress Thailand's
northaru border.”

o “Some of President
Thieu's closest supporters
inside the Vielnamese Army
control the distribution and
sale of heroin {0 American
(ls fighting in Indechina.”

Santo ‘'l'rafficante Jr.,
whom he called the heir o a
Florida based infernational
uime syndicate, traveled to

Saigon in 1468, contacted
momment memhers of Sai
rgon’s Corsican ¢riminal syn-

dicates and arranged In-
creased imports of Asien
hevoin to the United States.
MMeCoy accused American
embassies in London of
trying repeatedly fo cover
up ihe involveraent of local
officials in the drug trafflic.
CIA
“hvssgrggidrerreetaos,”
MeCoy said, “Air Awmerica
aircraft and helciopters
chartered by the U.S. Cen-
tral Intellisence Agency
have Deen {ransporting op-
ium harvested by the agen-
L cy’s (ribal mercenaries ona

t regular basis.”

He was asked by Senator
‘Willlam  Proxmire (Dem.-
Wis.), the subcommitice
chairman, to produce docu-
raertalion for several of his
allegations and he promlsed

|; 1o do so.

Senalor Gale W. Mefee
(Demn.-Wyo.) pressed MeCoy

on his lack of professional

qualificstions, implied his
material was one dimenticsn-
al and slanted and Jikened
some ol his charges to
“MeCarthyism.”

<Y resent vour implication,
Senator,” McCoy replied, in-
gisting  hiz allegations
based on fact.

MeCoy fold newsmen he

e was financed in his invesfi- -

gations Ly the IMund for In-
vesticative Jowrnaiism, the
publishing {irm of Hurper
and Row and treom his own
savings, i

N coiatael Prege

e
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* Thieu, Ky Run Drug Trade,”
ale Student Tells Senators

- v+ -, - Assoclated Press
- . A narcotics researcher has
testifieq top South Vietnamese
Jeaders control their nation’s
{llegal drug frade and are-
rofiting “handsomely from
eroin sales {o American Gls.

J ““Alred W. McCoy, 26, said -

control of heroin and opium
fraffic in South Vietnam is
siﬂit- among the political orga-
nizations of President Nguyen
Van Thieu, former Vice Presi-
dent Nguyen Cao Ky, and
Prime Minister " Tran Van
" Khieum. . .

- MCoy, a,' doctoral student in
Southeast Asian history at

. Yale University, testified yes-

terday before. the Senate Ap- -

. propriations Committee’s sub-
cemmiltee on foreign opera-
- tions.

. McCoy, son;of a career
Army officer, also said Ameri-
can officials have condoned
_and even cooperated with cor-
rupt elements of Southeast
. Asia’s illegal drug trade for
“political and military reasons._
_ . State’s Reply
In reply, a State Department
spokesman said, “We are
aware of these charges, but
we have been unable to find
- any - evidence to substantiate
them, much less proof.”

"~ MeCoy said the South Viet-
- pamese narcotics ring has
links with Corsican gangsters,
“with a Mafia family in Flork
" da, and with scores of high-
ranking military officers-in

WASBISRGTON s7am

wi

—

civilian officials in South Viet-
nam and other Indeochinese

-countries have been directly

involved in distributing heroin
to Gls fighting in Vietnam and
to addicts in the United
States, McCoy said.

He said he confirmed inde-
pendently an allegation by the
National Broadcasting Co. that
Gen. Dang Van Quang, a mili-
tary adviser to President
Thieu, is the “biggest pusher”
or narcotics in South Vietnam.

" Have Denied Charges

In Saigon, Thieu and Ky
were not immediately availa-
ble for comment on the-
charges involving them..Both
have denieed similar charges
in the past.

. McCoy said that Santo Traf -

ficante Jr., whem he identified

as the heir to a Flcrida-based

international crime syndicate,

traveled to Saigon in 1968, con-
tacted prominent members of

_ Saigon’s . Corsican’ ¢riminal

,Seuth Vietram, Laos, Cambo-

dia and Thailand.

He said he interviewed offi-
cials for four months in South-
east Asia, for two months in
Europe and for a year inthe
United States. :

High-ranking military -and
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syndicates and. arranged . in-
creased imports of Asian hero-

‘in to the United States.

In Tampa, Fla., afriend of
Trafficante confirmed that
Trafficante visited the Far
FEast in 1968, but added, “it
was strictly for pleasure.”

McCoy accused American
embassies in Indochina of cov-

ering . up involvement of local,

officials in drug traffic, a
charge denied by the State
Department.

“In northern Laos,” McCoy
said, *“Air America aircraft
chartered by the CIA have
been transporting’ opium har-
vested by tribal mercenaries
on a regular basis.” .

Paul Velte, the line’s man-
aging director -and chief exec-
uiive officer, said it is doing
ail it can in *‘a security pro-

‘gram which effectively pre-

vents the carriage of drugs on

any of the airline’s equip-

ment.” - .

Lol

STATOTHR

[ 4



Approved For Rele@dé\360Hii3/04 CIA-RDP80 1601
| STATOTHR - -

e

HOLD FOR RELEASE 9:30 A.M.,, MAY 27,1971

g?i:t Csoensgffxfs : COMMITTEE PRINT

THE WORLD HEROIR PROBLEM

. REPORT OF SPECIAL STUDY MISSION
COMPOSED OF '

MorGAN F. Murriry, Illinois, Chairman
Ropert H. StreELE, Connececticut

PURSUANT TO

H. Res; 109

AUTHORIZING THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AT-

FAIRS TO CONDUCT THOROUGH STUDIES AND INVES-

TIGATIONS OF ALL MATTERS COMING WITHIN THE
. JURISDICTION OF THE COMMITTEE '

MAY 27, 1971

Telapimee

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
60-576 O : . WASHINGTON : 1971

-

R T o o ) e - R B ..
Approved For Release 2001/03/04 :.CIA-RDP80¥01601 R000900090001-6




‘r
B

L Pcrspecuve ]

Approved For Release 2001/0:1/%;; G@A-RD

R'LHPARLS

Eie@ﬁ:@m}

“Politics: The
‘Candidates
| Repy

N THE EDITORIAL ESSAY “Vxetnam
and the Elections” which opened
‘the April issue of RAMPARTS we
observed that the call for U.S. with-
drawal from Vietnam, once dismissed
as extremist or naive, had at last be-
come politically respectable, Withdraw-

al had in fact become the dominant
" theme.: of Vietnam policy among this
_year’s’ Presidential candidates. At the

same time, we noted, the clear prin-
ciple of this demand was being clouded’
and distorted in the turgid mainstrcam
of American electoral debate. And-we
called upon the anti-war movement
in the coming months “to sharpen the

. demand for withdrawal and establish
the clearcst possible mandate for it.”

"In an attempt-to follow our own ad-

_vice, RAMPARTS wrote. to each of the

Presidential candidates, presenting to
them a list of seven questions on their
plans for peace in Vietnam, We re-
ceived replies from Rep. Chistiolm,

-Sen, Humphrey, Sen. Jackson, Sen, Mc-
‘Govern and .Sen. Muskie. The letters

from Chisholm, Humphrey, McGovern
and Muskic essentially consisted of the
candidates” point-by-point responses to.

-our questions over their signatures. In

the following commentary we have
taken these questions one or two at a
time, and grouped together the answers
of these four candidates’ for compari-
son and analysis. Sen. Jackson's letter
did not direct itself to the specific ques-
tions in a parallel way, so we are print-
‘ing it in its entirety in a box on page
10,0f the Democratic candidates who
remained in the aftermath of the Wis-
consin primary only Wallace and Mec-
Carthy did not respond to our questions.
Since Rep. McCIosky had dropped out
of the- rac a

Nixon dxdnt np ﬁ{;\é;:dd%&gg[é
on the Republican hopefuls

" *. We posed seven questions; while the

original numbering is maintained, the
results are discussed here in a different
order. This allows us to set out first the
.common thrust of the four candidates’
pohcms and in a sense proceed from the

easy questions fo the hard, from the

shared assumptions to the problemahc

1mplxcat10ns L

1, S}'zall the United States permanent-
ly withdraw all its armed forces ($bl-
diers, sailors and airmen) from Viet-

nam on the sole condition of an agree- -

ment for the repatriation of prisoners

of war, timed to coincide thh our

withdrawal?

2. Shall the U.S. similarly withdraw
its armed forces from all of Indochina
on the same single condition? What
about U.S. bases in Thailand?

CHISHOLM: T,
1. I firmly believe and stand for an
immediate total withdrawal'of all U.S.
.forces from Vietnam;. with the sole
~ondition being an agrcement for the
repatriation of prisoners of war.

2,-1 also believe that it is imperative
that we withdraw our armed forces

“from all'of Indochina. I must further

support a withdrawal of U.S. influence
on the lives of those who seek a pres-
ervation of their culture.

HUMPHREY:

1. Yes.

‘2. Yes, although in regard to Thal-
land the crmcal point is that these bases
not be used for strikes in Indochina,
The question of leaving these bases al-
together is a longer term proposition,
involving issues that go beyond the
Vietnam war; this calls for further
study at the Presidential level.

McGCVERN:

1. Yes. It is important to note, how-
ever, that leaving U.S. forces in South
Vietnam to defend the Thieu regime is
a circuitous method of achieving re-
lease of our prisoners. I am convinced
that they will be returned within the
framework of Article 118 of the Gen-

-eva Convention on prisoners of war,
which provides that prisoners will be
released without delay “after the cessa-
tion of hostilities.” This requires a com-
plete American disengagement from

A5eiDgo 1081041 CIARDPS0-G1 461 EG80840050001-6

china, I want fo point out, too, that I

PEOL1E0THD

- they leave.” I do not believe that an

‘with regard to the effect that either

"in Southeast Asia,

do not regard this U.S, withdrawal as a
negotiating position—it is instecad a.
course of action which I fully intend
to implement. The McGovern-Hatfield
Amendment did not urge the President
to ‘negotiate our withdrawal; rather it
required withdrawal by cutting off
funds for the war,

2. Yes, The bases in Thailand have

- o justification other than to attempt to

efert U.S. influence. over the internal
politics of Seutheast Asian countries. ’
The withdrawal must, of course, mean
an end to all military operations, in-
cluding bombing, anywhere in Indo-
china, N

MUSKIE:

1. Yes, I have consistently supported
this position in the last few years, On |
February 2, T urged that “We must set |
a date-when we will withdraw every |
soldier, sailor, and air-man, and stop
all bombing and other American mil-
itary activity, dependent only on an
agreement for the return of our pris-
oners and the safely of our troops as

agreement for the safety of our troops
as they leave would be in any way a
problem; the basic exchange would be 1
a complete end to American military
participation in the Indochina war for
the return of our prisoners. . '
2. My proposal includes our military
activity and personnel in Vietnam,

" Laos, and Cambodia. I would there-

fore not make use of our bascs in Thai-
land and elsewhere in Southeast Asia
for activities related to the Indochina
war, I would otherwise approach the
issue .Of bases in Thailand and clse-
where in Southeast Asia in the context
of efforts not only to promote detente
between the U.S. and China but also .

maintaining or removing our various
bases would have on the possibilities
for accommodation among Asian na-
tions themselves, Clearly, we do not
neced to maintain anything like the
number and size of bases we have now

6. Shall the U.S. set a date by which
it will carry out its withdrawal (as spe-
cified in the preceding answers) on the
same single condition of an agreement
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o men aminte

- becn Involved m drug trafflc
“for some years.” :

DESPITE furious denials
by the Thai government, evi-
.dence is mounting that mem-
bers of Thailand’s 16-man rul-
ing council have been cor-
rupted by mternatlonal dope
smuggiers.

As far away as this oriental
intrigue is, it directly affects
the alarming rise of crime on
America’s streets where ad-
dicts rob, house-break and
shoplift to feed their gnaw-
/ing heroin habits,

Reports from the Ceniral
Intelligence Agency, and the
State, Justice and Defense
" departments, all agree that
rmore and wmore heroin is
pouring into the United
States from Thailand, one of
- America’s closcst alhce

“Historically, this area has
not been an important source
of opium-based. narcotics for
the U.S. market. Thisis no
longer the case,”. bluniy

stales a classified CIA report-

now in our hands.

Buttressing the CIA are
other U.S. intelligence
sources who allege that at
least {wo of the 16-man Thai
National Excecutive Council
- 'protect dope smugglers.

. The official U.5. sourtes
also -describe in detail heroin
irade involvement of a top
Bangkok police commander,
a former pnhament’unn, a
Thai border patrol major and
a colonel in a northern Thai
army division.

“The police official, say the-

sources, is owner of a well-
known Bangkok massage par-
lor-brothel where heroin is
readily available from em-
ployees. Run by a woman
friend of the police official—
who himseclf maintains an of-
fice in the building—the bor-
dello i3 called “The Smack
Parlor” by its American pa-
trons. “Smack” is slang .for
heroin. )

- 'While this and other dope.
‘hangouts have long operated:
openly under the noses of
Thailand’s rulers, the iuera-
tive up-country opium f{rade
has been changing d'amati-
cally since this January. =,

.- Crude morphine basc from
Jhe Thai-Burma-Laos horder
is no longer processed alimost
exclusively
Ties of Bangk

§mmg@ﬁ@rs M@mo
4 That @@ﬁﬂ@@&"@n

" Foree fliers and a few pilots

- Amcrican

< Yet, despite all this evi-”
dence of official Thai corrup-
tion, the United States con-
tinues to supply Thailand
- with millions in Amcrican:
~arms. And the Thai govern-
‘ment smugly dismisses this
“Instead, Royal Laotian AIr oolyumn’s documented reports
f?f heroin in high Thai places
of the CIArun Air America vi¢ «slanderous accusations.” |
now airlift much of the mor- "poR A welecome change,.
phine to warchouses in the the governmcnf is poing ’to
uciolden - Triangle”  along: get some return from one of
Thailand’s northern boraCr. - fto  administrative  srills.
The warchouses arc duli- whijte House protog 1'1\)11er
fully prolected by corrupt gilie  Atkins accompanied
senior officials of the Roval president Nixon to  Reds
Thai Army and the Thai bor-,cnina. and  heiped put to-’
der patrol who take a cul f gother a book called “The*
the profits. President's Trip to China.”
When the warehouses 2r¢ Atkins’ share, instead of
bulging with illicit moxphmc going into his pockel, will go
base, ehemists from Taiwan to the federal treasury along
fly in, the sources say. They \yxfh a check frgm his pub-
are ccromoniousn’ welcomed lisher for_(he plctures. An-
by. remnants of the old Na- other ,ﬁ\tk ns book, “Eye ow
Gonalist Chinese divisions Sixon,” will 1)10\1de103a‘ues,
driven from Red China and 0 the American Rted Cross.
now living off the land in ©¥7%.United Feafure Syndicate .
Thailand. ‘
No longer under Taiwan's
control, the Nationalist vet-
crans now support {hem-
selves in the dope trade. The
Chinese chemists work night
and day for 30 days, earning
as high as $10,000 for convert-
ing the morphine base to
pure heroin.
Then the Royal Laotian Air
Force and an occasional Air-
Ameriea pilot, who pretends
he is unaware of his cargo,
ferry out the newly processed
white powder, This time it
goes to distribution points in
Bangkok, Vientiane and
other Southeast Asian cities.
From there, it is trans-
shipped to the United States,
intellizence  offi-
cers are even fearful some
may get aboard Air Force.
K(C-135 tanker pianes which
fly direclly to the United
States {from Thailand. The
planes or crews are rarely
checeked properly by U.S. cus--
toms. : .
In Hong Kong, an impor-
tant trans-shipment point,
British - officials are also.
scething over the corruption
of the Thai government offi-"
cials. Somc proof of this dis--
may is contained in a cau-’
tious, classified cable from
David Osborn, American con-:
sul in Hong Kong, to Secre-’
tary of State William Rogers.
Dated March 27, the cable
ufges secrecy, then conflides:
“Hong Xong narcoties offi-
cials have long-standing be-.
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May'3, 1972

_of our GIs around the world. T am hopeful
that U.S.0. will continue to scrve them in
_ the future. But I am afrald that from what
I have been told, that there has been a gorle

ous scandal within U.8.0. that may possibly’

reach the very highest levels of adminlistra-
tion officers in the organization.

If I can be of any further assistance to you
or to anyone else in U.S.0. in conducting
this investigation, please do not hesltate to
call upon me.

- Sincerely,
. : LESs ASPIN,
Member of Congress.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HoUusE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D.C., May 3, 1972,
The Honorable MELVIN R, LaIrp,
Secretary of Defense, Department of Defense,
The Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. SECRETARY: AS you may know, I
have been investigating the current scandal
in the United Services Organization.

I share your concern that some indlividuals
within U.S.0. have been responsible for al-
legedly illegal acts. U.8.0. has been of great
service over the years to many of our GIs
around the world, but it is becoming increas-
ingly apparent if these allegations are true,
that a major scandal, possidly reaching the
highest administration levels of U.5.0, has.
oceurred, ’

1 am enclosing the testimony which 1
have released recently, which I hope may be
of assistance to you in pursuing the investi-

. gation.’ . :
Thank you very nuich for your attentlon

to this matter, -
v Sincerely,
Y\‘ MR. HARRINGTON IN VIETNAM
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the Ilousc, the gentle-
man from Massachusetts (Mr, O'NEILL)
is recognized for 15 minutes.

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Speaker, our col-
league (Mr. HARRINGTON) recently re-
turned from an oflicial inspection trip to
South Vietnam and Thailand. He was ac-

" companied on his trip by William was-
serman, his former administrative as-
sistant, who is a newspaperman by pro-
fession. On their return, Mr, Wasserman
wrote an interesting and thoughtful re-
view of their activities which was printed
jn the North Shore newspapets, which-
Mr. Wasserman publishes.

Because of their compelling interest on
a subject of critical importance to all of
us, I insert these articles by Mr. Wasscr-
man into the Recorp at this time:

AR WaAR SEeCRECY 1S MosT FRIGHTENING
) (By Bill Wasserman)

You can be frightened after a week in
southeast Asia that U.S. policy ls not suc-
cessful,

You can be even more frightened when you
see that we are rigldly pursuing that same
policy of fallure, and perhaps widening it
to inciude Thalland.

But you can he most frightened by the ef-
fort of the U.S. government to conceal the
whole business from the U.8, public, and event

. from a Congressman who voles the authori-
zation for all U.S. mlilitary programs.

Affer three days of intenslve briefings and
tours of the five U.S. air bases in Thailand,
Congresstnan  Harrington learned from o
newsman that several shifts in squadrons
and alreraft were shortly anticipated which

would increase the fighter squadrons in the
area.,

LES ASPIN,
Member of Congress.
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“Phat newsman's information is remark-
ably good,” we were told by an Air Force
officer, :

“Why wasn't T told about 1t?" asked Cong..
Harrington, . .

«you didn't ask,” sald the Alr Force officer.

Al Udorn Air Basein Thailand, a civillan
pilor staying in the civilian hotel where I
was billeted told me very openly that all Alr
Amerlca helicopter "flights oven Laos origi~

nated from Udorn Air Base. Afr Amerlca is aJ

coritract airline paid by the American gov-
ernment, and presumed to be a CIA oper-
ation.

When Congressman Harrington asked the
base commander at Udorn, “What 1s that
squadron of helicopters over there?"” pointing
to the lined up aircraft,

“} don’t know, sir,” sald the base com-
mander. *Those are contract flights and I
don’t know anything about them.”

A press assoclation reporter who has spent
five years in Thailand and has consistently
sought to report on American air bases there,
as reporters freely do in Vietnam, sald that
He has been unable to obtain permlssion to
go on the hases. “The U.S. officials say ‘Ask
the Thais.! The Thais say ‘Ask the U.S."” .

Craig Whitney, chief of the N.¥Y. Times
purean; Peter Osnos, Washington Post; Kim
Willenson, United Press International; Don
Sutherland, Christian Science Monitor—they
have all tried and so far been refused per-
mission to report first hand on the U.S. air
war being waged out of Thailand.

Yet the U.S. has about 26,000 alymen in
Thailand and its five bases account for about
5 milllon dollars a day. We have invested
billions of dollars in ‘Thailand, and from
these bases we are bombing Laos, Cambodia,
Vietnam, and now North Vietnam. We have
nearly twice as many airmen in Thailand as
in Vietnam. It is a gigantic cffort, but it is
éoncealed from the U.S. publie. .

One reason given for concealing the air-
war from the U.S. is “security”—

But momasans, Thai women, come on the
U.S. bases in droves every day to do the house
chores of the U.S, airmen. They clean the
barracks. They wash airmen’s clothes, With
their ehildren, and their washtubs, and their
picnic lunches, they make a colorful sight
squatting between the GI barracks at lunch
hour. Along with Thai men who work on the
base, they can easily he the cover for any
nhostile agent seeking. general information
about the airbase. To suggest that what they
know as common knowledge cannot be avail-

make .gense.

SOUTHEAST AsIA, WHERE THE UNITED STATES
PRACTICES A PoLICY OF MAKE-BELIEVE J
(By Bill Wisserman)

(North Shore Weeklies” publisher Bill
Wwasserman traveled with Cong. Michael J.
Harrington to Vietnamn and Whalland for 10
days from March 29 to April 8. In Vietnam
they visited Saigon and DaNang. In That-
1and, they were in Bangkok and Udorn, and
Mr. Harrington visited four other air bases.
Harrington spent his days being briefed on
the military operations which he, as & mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee, over-
seas, Wasserman nterviewed airmen, civilians
and newsmen.)

Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker, tall, patrl-
elan and gracious, leaned forward, liis hands
folded, and sald, “You must look at the
whole pteture, not just-the mlilitary. You
must see the economic side too. The military,
however, is now working.” .

That was less than three wceks ago.

Ambassador Bunker had received me he-
fore Congressman Harrington’'s arrival in
Snigon because he- was leaving for a week’s
trip over Eanster to visit his wife, the US.
Ambassador to Nepal, s

It was & calm, sunny day in Saigon. We
sat In comfortable chairs at one end of the

@

Ambassador’s large, alr conditioned”office Ir
the embassy, The Ambassador’s youngest so:
had been my roommate in school for tw
years, and now, after catching up on family
histories, he told me about Vietnam.

The U.S., initially had failed, said Mr
Bunker, to appreciate the need to provid
the wherewithal for the South Vietnamese.
“It was a new experlence for the U.8, to he
involved in a civil war and a war.from
without at the same time.”

The Tet offensive in 1968, psychologically
a blow to the U.S., had been the source of
fresh determination by the Vietnamese, con=
tinued Bunker. They.saw the nced to be bef~
ter arimed, and, the Ambassadorobserved, the
U.S. supplied M-16's. The ARVN (Army of the
Republic of Vietnam) was modernized and
expanded and now numbered 1.1 million.

" The -Ambassador dwelt on the economle
devclopment in the south. “I drove recently
with President Thieu through the country-
side. The farmers used to have bicycles, Now
they have Hondas and tractors, radios and
tv's, outboard motors for their sampans.”

He urged me to arrange an air trip for
Cong. Harrington over the delta to sece the
prosperity and to see, also, to the north to-
wards An Loc-—nhow the scene of desperate
fighting—how air interdiction had mnot
meant total destruction but sclected destruc-
tion. .

What Bunker was clearly saylng was that
Vietnamization was working, that we should
on this trip pay attention to the broad, clvil-
ian achievements under President Thleu. Ile
mentioned land reform, specifically.

As the interview drew to a.close, the ercct
septogenarian who had completed a success«
ful business carecr before joining the govern-
ment, noted that he had served five Presi-
dents. “Of course, I expected to stay herc a
much shorter time.” . -

He smiled and deseribed how President
Nixon had arranged for him to visit his wife
in Nepal regularly. “But that was impossible,
It was so busy here—scven days a week,
it uged to be. It's hetter now,” and he made
a little joke about how he had to make ihis
particular trip because his wile surcly would
not permit him to be ahsent over Easter.

Forty-ecight hours later, the North Viet-
nomese offensive was underway. And within
those few hours, Quang Tri and Hue, major
bastions in the north, wete threateoned,

The American public at home was also calm
as our trip to Vietnam took shape. One local
newspaper ¢ven queried, ¥Why go?"” Cong.
Harrington, their editorial suggested, would
do better to stay home and tend to his dis-
trict. Going to Vietham now, they sald, was
o junket. o

In general it seemed the American public
felt that the war was almost over, Casualties
had almost disappeared—U.S, casttaltics, at
least. Qur troops were leaving. The air war?®
Wwhat was that? A distant war, Cong. Har-
rington said it needed secing, 1t necded ex-
posure. He suspected, but could not get firm
figures that it was costing $10 to $20 billion
dollars a year, and devastating thrce coun-
tries.

A gentle brecze swayed the palm trees over
the ornate Buddhist temple while sallron

.robed young men, monks in training, strolled

by. This was Thailand, where the people,
coramented the Alr Force captain escorting
me, were “very easy going and gentle,” and
where the U.S. now maintains its major
Southeast Asian air bases.

Down the dirt read in front of the pagoda
walked a young couple hand in hand. Ho
was ohviously American in his khakl trousers
and sport shirt. She was obviously Thal,
“Who would that be?" I asked.

“One of the guys from the hase, and his
girl,” was the reply. :

1 was in Udorn, 30 miles from the Laotlan
border and the location of our largest fighter
base in Thailand,

[
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CIA and local Asian air forces are playing a .growing role in the air war as the Administration
There is abundant documentation pointing to the

seeks to minimize overt American involvement.
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* “CIA and Mercenary Air Forces
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participation of these air forces in opium smuggling as well as in combat. (See Ramparts, 4/71 for

a fuller account.)

Local Asian air forces--supplied, maintained and directed by American 'advisors'r-are doing
an increcasing amount of the bombing. The size of the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) has increased
dramatically, and the Royal Lao Air Force (RLAF), the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF), and the Cambo-

* dian Air Force at slower rates. Although all the aircraft are piloted by Asians, Americans do

evetything else, from directing bomb loading to spotting for strikes.

Air America’ and Continental Airlines, privately owned, profit-making companies, operate

under CIA dircction and wage much of the supportive air war in Laos and Cambodia. The '‘charter"
. companics' planes perform-troop transport and supply functions, spot for bombers, and engage in

. rescue operations for downed pilots. Air Force helicopters,

helicopter gunships and giant.

C-130 cargo planes are "rented" to Air America for $1 a year in Laos. .
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: © ASIAN AIR FORCES

*American.aid. to VNAF, FY 1970-72: $922 million
American aid to RLAF, FY 1970-72: $128 million
(DoD, CR, 8/3/71) -

. “The Nixon Doctrine . . was premised
on the assumption . . of increased U.S.
military assistance." .

- (Undersccy. of State U. Alexis Johnson, FY

~ 1972 DoD Authorization llearings).

“An important factor in carrying out the
Nixon Doctrine will be-our military assistance
. program. We arc requesting 48 million for de-
. velopment and 70.4 million for procurement of
the International Fighter. In addition, we
are requesting 10 million for initial spares,
This aircraft is needed to provide an air de-
fense capability for [our] Asian allies."
(Secy. of Air Force Robert C. Scamans, FY
1972 Senate DoD Appropriations Hearings)

' Sen. Symington: "Are we going to continue to
put these billions into Southeast Asia? Is
that the overall plan in the U.S. today?"
Secy. Seamans: "For the forseeable future we
are going to continue to spend sizeable dol-
lars in Southeast Asia."

(Ibid.)

VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE

“South Vietnamese military officers con-
tinue to deal in large quantities of heroin
and to transport it around South Vietnam in
military aircraft." .

(Rep. Robert H: Steele, House Subcommittee on
Europe, 7/7/71) ’

o ARISVAC FOE BB AR 25305104 : cia-R

(Michael Getler, Post, 1/14/72)

1/69 approx. 100

i/72  ‘(total FW & heli. 750+) 1,000+
. 1/73% -300-400 500-600 . 1,200
*projected '

. VNAT INVENTORY

Heli- Total} inc:
copters  Cargo, rccom.
approx. 125 approx. 575

. Fixed Wing
Year Attack Aircr.

(1060 and 1973 figures, Cornell study.
1972 figures, DoD) ' .

VNAF PERSONNEL

1968: 20,000 (slightly under)
1972 (Jan.): 45,000 . : '
1973*: 50,000

*projected

(Ibid.)

VNAF ATTACK SORTILS

Year Indochina . Laos Cambodia
1968 2,250/mo. none none
1970 3,150/mo. none 820
1971%* '3,490/mo. 40 1,100

*as of July, 1971
(Cornell study)

"Mr. Seamans acknowledged that the Viet-
namese. 'will never be able to build the capa-
bility to do all that the United States Air
Force has. been doing 'in Laos. The Vietnamese
Air Force . . . does not possess either B-52s
or F-4s, the jet planes that do most of the
trail bombing, and there are no plans,' Mr.
Seamans said, 'to give it any.'" :

Craig Whitney, NYT, 12/6/71)
P80-01601 §00'0900090001 -6
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CrANSTON) Is now recognized for 15 1nin-

utes. . -
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR -

Mr. CRANSTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that two of my as-
sistants may have the privilege of the
floor during this debate on Vietnam:
Murray Flander and Ellen Frost.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

- pore. Without objection, it is so ordered,

Mr. CRANSTON. Mr, President, my

' purpose, and the purpose of other Sena-

-

tors participating in arranging this dis-
cussion of hostilities in Vielnam, was
merely to focus the attention of the Sen-
ate and, hopefully, through that process
the attention of the country, on the
tragic developments in Southeast Asia.

I have done my best to insure that
there will be a presentation of views from
various stances supportive of present Dol
icies and the questioning of present poli=
cles in Vietnam during the course of
this discussion.

The rules and procedures of the Sen-
ate as to the allocation of time to each
Senator may make this presentation
slightly jerky and perhaps a bit dis-
orderly at times, but I am hopeful, as
are others who hold varying and con-
trary views of what is occurring in Viet-
nam, that we will have a real presenta-
tion of the various. alternatives, the
various views, and the various questions
that so many of us have in differing ways
ahout Vietnam.

The first question is: Is this war really
winding down? Is the administration
successful in winding down the Vietnam
war?

It seems to me that this war is winding
up and winding sideways, to the air, the
set, and to neighboring parts of Indo-

" chinig, rather than winding down. It is

still very much an American war.
The total numbér of plane losses and
combat casualties has jumped to new and

staggering heights. The number of heli-.

copters and fixed-wing planes shot down
over Vietnam has climbed to at least
7,419. This figure pushes the cost of lost

" alrplanestoa shocking $7 billion.

According to a study prepared by the
Indochina Resource Center and Project
Alr War, one American has been shog
down and e¢ither captured or listed as
missing in action once every 3 days since
President Nixon took off ce.

The number of B-52's in the area has
¢limbed to 130, surpassing the 1968 peak,
At least 20 U.S. Marine F-4 fighter-
bombers have heen sent from Japan. An-
other 20 F-105 Thunderchief fighter-
bombers have been sent from the United
States, The Air Force’s 20th Tactical Air
Support Squadron, comprised of spot-
ter and attack planes, will not be leaving
Vietnam as planned. The. total numbher
of attack planes is now about 600,

"Elsewhere, thosuands more Ameri-
cans still form part of the war effort in
addition to those inside Vietnam. Some
45,000 air personnel fly bombing missions
over Vietnam from bases outside Viet-
namese borders.

In the coastal waters, the American
armada s swelling toward 47,000 men
on almost 50 ships. Naval strength in-
cludes two cruisers, at least a dozen de-

5 SAA Tour—and soon to be six—
carriers. An amphibious landing
force from the 7th Fleet, comprised of
a helicopter carrier and 2,000 1zen, has
been shifted to Vietnamese waters,

The number of ships and Navy per-
sonnel now off the coasts of Vietnam is
the highest since Lyndon Johnson left
office. The number of B-52’s now flying
combat missions in Indochina is the
highest since Lyndon Johnson left office.
Hanoi and Haiphong are being subjeccted
to American air attacks for the first time
since Lyndon Johnson left office. In fact,
this is ihe first time in the history of this
increasingly futile and tragic war that
those population centers have been at-
tacked by our heavy strategic bombers.

The recent intensification of the air
war over North Vietnam shows no more
signs of halting the fighting in the South
now than in the past. The Department
of Defense has estimated that Commu-
nist forces require only 15 to 30 tons of
imported material per day to maintain g
mederate level of fighting in the South.
This amount can be carried in 10 to 15
trucks, 75 to 150 bicycles, or on human
backs. ) .

While the air. war is becoming more
impersonal and remote for Americans,
the same cannot be said for those on the
receiving end of the .bomb delivery sys-
tem. Plancs are still routinely armed
with antipersonnel and incendiary bombs
which inflict hideous suffering, Antiper-
sonnel bombs include: Pineapple bomb-
lets, each bearing 250,000 steel pellets:
Guava bombs, with each sortie releas-
ing 400,000-500,000 ball bearing pellets:

and Flechette or nail homblets, each of"

which contains several hundred l-inch
barbed nails capable of shredding mus-
cles and tissues and difficult to remove.

Incendiary bombs include not just the
infamous napalm, but white phosphorus
and-NPT as well. White phosphorus con-
tinues to burn slowly inside the body and
can usually be extinguished only when
it reaches the bone. Needless to say, the
pain is unspeakable and totally unjusti-
fiable. NPT, or napalm-phosphorus-
thermite, is the most destructive of all
and can be applied to a large area, On the
ground, so-called “area denial” mines
can be laid by the thousands. The
Dragontooth and Gravel mines will not
destroy a truck tire, but they will blow off
a foot. The Spider mine or WAAPM.—
wide area antipersonnel mine—has eight
fine wire which, when tripped, hurl ball
bearing-like pellets for approximately
197 feet. !

Yet what can all of this accomplish?
According to the Pentagon papers, a CIA
bombing study dryly concluded as early
as May 1967 that “27 months of Ameri-
can bombing have had little effect.”

There is no historical evidence ‘that
massive bombing has ever succecded in
breaking the morale of troops fighting
elsewhere. A careful and scholarly study
of the social impact of bomb destruction
reports that—

Studies made of troop morale after news
had reached them of casualties and other air-
rald losses during World War IT disclosed no
evidence that the efficiency of troops had
been substantially reduced or that desertions
had increased. . ’

1972

s B 3
This SW]S !rog a book by Mr,

Fred 1kié entitled “The Social Impact of
Bonib Destruetion,” which was published
by the University of Oklahoma Press.

Bombing North Vietnam has simply
not worked. There is a slight® difference
in the strategic situation now, with a
more massive use of troops and more con-
centration of forees, but bombing tar-
gets in North Vietnam certainly does not
relate to the immediate events on ‘the
battlefields far from those areas.

The failure of bombing raids can be
documented elsewhere in Southeast Asia
as well. According to figures gathered by
Project Air War, 150,000 tons of bombs
have been dropped on Cambodia since
May 1970, but guerrillas control from 70
percent to 90 percent of the territory. In
Laos, bombing undertaken since May
1984 has included a devastating 500,000
sorties dropping 1.5 million tons of
bombs. And yet Communist forces control
at least two-thirds of Laotian territory
today.

What justification is there, then, for
this heavy bombing today? -

Nowadays all operations in the Indo-
china theater are brimarily justified in
the name of protection of our troops.
That is what Secretary Laird said yester-
day. That is what President Nixon has
said in recent days. .

This protection apparently is being
used primarily as a legal reason and not
as a strategic reason. There are questions
as to what leral justifications thore are
now that we have repealed the Gulf of
Tonkin joint resolution providing for re-
sorting to this force throughout South-
east Asia. .

At the current stage of the fighting,
the threat posed to the vast bulk of
American forees cannot possibly provide
an excuse for extending the bombing to
the 20th parallel. The purpose of these
raids is clearly punitive, not protective.-

Mr. MOSS. Mr. President, will the dis-
tinguished Senator from Calif ornia yield?

Mr, CRANSTON. Mr. President, T am
delighted to yield to my distinguished
friend, the Senator from Utah.

Mr. MOSS. Mr. President, T first want
to congratulate the Senator from Cali-
fornia for bringing this matier before

. the Senate,

It scems to me that there is no more
timely or important discussion that we
could be holding at this time in the Sen-

ate than the discussion of what is now -

going on in Indochina, and particularly

in North Vietnam. It is my understand- -

ing from watching the television that the
great emphasis that is being placed on
the bombing of Haiphong and Hanoi is
that it is done in order to protect our
troops and, for that reason, is fully and
thoroughly justifiable because it is r.o-
tecting American lives,

I, of course, have observed the map of
Vietnam a number of times, In fact, I
visited Vietnam about 4 years ago and
observed the Tet offensive when it was
raging at its height. However, in miles,
how far away would Haiphong and Hanoi
be from the nearest American troops?
Does the Senator have any idea of that
distance?

Mr. CRANSTON. The distance is over
250 miles. :

~
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" survey trip there. He has re-
- ported

- bulkers” for cmergency move-
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s Plans to

Cive 'Dacca
More in Aid

-$130-Million

. . 4

VWASHINGTON, April  8—procurement o'f"roofing mate-

The Unitad States is planning’
1o commit $130-millien in re.,

licf assistancé to Bangladech:

bcfgr'e the end of the currentisceds.
fiscal year on June 30, senior

Administration officials  have
said; . ) |
Meanwhile, there were indi-|

cations from reliable sources!

that a joint World Bank-Unitedisupplies from 8o Tomé lsland

Nations survey of urgent recon-;
struction needs in Bangladesh
might Jead to a call on the
United States and other inter-
national dovors for an addi-!
tional §G00-million for the com-!
ing year.

The Uniled Stat:s formally
yeeognized Bangladesh on Tues-

By BENJAMIN WELLES | i

. . ' Spcelal to 1e New York Times

.day. Secretary of State Villiam
P. Rogers, in a statement dis-!
tritted (to the press, said that:
the [United States intended to.
be “helpful” as the new nation!
of ¥0 million Bengals “face its:
immense task of relicf and re-!
-consfruction.” .
Maurice J. Williams, Deputy|
Administrator of the Agency!
for IJnternational Davelopment,
which is coordinating American|
relie{ cfforts, said in an inter-
view that the $130-million still:
to be committed represented thet
oremainder of the $200-million’
appropriated  for Bangladeshi
relicf by Congress on March S/
Breakdown of $70-idiilion |
The $70-million alreadv com-!
mitfed, he said, included $31-!
million recently given to the
United Nations in cash for im-|
mediate needs in the area; $4-
million baing used to bhuy United:
States tricks recuested by thei
United Nations and $7-million!
granted to various private
American voluntary agencies
operating in Bangladesh, In ad-
dition, Mr. Williams said, $27-
million . had previously been
provided for Bengali refugees in
Iucia. )
named head of United Nations
relief operations in Bangladesh,
has *recently returned from a

that owing to wide-
spread disruption of communi-:
cations, urgent neceds include
the. charter of aircraft, tugs,
barges and shallow-draft “mini-

ment of fool grains up rivers
and” other waterways. i
needs include cargo-handling

48200 TRER0%:: CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

Other,

. e

rials. cement, fuel, fertilizer,
power tillers, irrigation pumps
and  high-yield  variety rice

Mr. Williams said that aid
officials would confer here
on Tuesday with Russell P,
O'Quinn, a former Douglas air-
craft test pilot who flew relief

into Biafra during the 1967-70
Nigerian civil war.

Mr. O'Quinn, who heads the
Foundation for Airborne Relief,
a non-profit organization based
in Long Beach, Calif.,, recently
visited Bangladesh,

Aid officials said that they
were preparving to grant Mr.
O'Quinn $1.5-million to launch
an emergency food - dropping
vrogram in Bangladesh using
two Boeing C-97 cargo planes,
two Bell helicopters and two
Cessna - 185 amphibians  with
pontoons, Mr, O'Quinn said in
an interview that his pilots
would use a “double-bag” food-
dropping technique devised in
Laos by Air America, a Central
Intolligence Agency unit.

The inner bag, packed with’
70 pounds of rice or other food.
grains, bursts on impact, but 80
per cent of the focd is retained
by the outer looser bag of tough
plastic, he explained.

Since the United Nations is-
sued a world appeal Feb. 18 for
$440 - million for urgent relief
needs in Bangladesh, more than
$400-million has becn donated.
About 81135-million of this has
beenn pledged by the United
States in food grains and other
forms, aid officials reported.
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- the high-altitude SAM-2 mis-

“ments were made in the So-

_ nicians

» southward to
effectively their
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Its Air D

i
© DANANG—The Soviet Union
“has improved North Vietnam-
ese aircraft defenses, accord-
:ing to U.S. pilots here.
I They said the relatively safe
“layer between the low-altitude
i 57-mm. antiaireraft  guns,
which are radar-dirccted, and

“siles is now harder to find.
> Pilots interviewed did not
““know what technical improve-

2009/83%07%C1A-RDP80-01601R

- Hanoi hmproves

U.s. Pilots Say -

viet air defenses bul listed the:
following as amaong the possi-,
bilities: an improved radar-

A
rC3T

S

efenses,
' ' A

»

C-123 crew downed earlier in
the same area. : .

Hanoi on Sunday claimed:
that a high altitude B-52 was
shot down over Vinhlinh in
the eastern portion of the De-
militarized Zone, The U.S. Air
Force denied the claim.

If the- pilots are right in
erediting North Vietnam with
better air defenses, and there
is no reason to doubt them,
this will complicate their job
of assisting South Viectnamese
troops under attack in the
northern portion of the coun-

aiming system for the 57-mm. iry.

antiaireraft guns, Soviet tech-|
making

on the ground in North Viet-|
~pam to improve.both range:

and accuracy. |

A further complication, the|

Jusl suppressing the antiair-

adjustmentsicraft fire to clear the way for

bombing runs could cost the
United States and South Viet-
namese an unusually high
uumber of planes if the air de-

pilots said, is that the Northifensecs indeed are more eifec-

" Victnamese have moved SAM-’

2 rockets and antiaircraft guns
protect more
troops ad-
vancing in Military Region T.
One tragic bit of evidence of
the improved air defenses
came several wecks ago when
the chief pilot of Air Ameri-;

sitting in the rear of an air-

feet over northern Laos where
the Chinese have been build-
ing a road. . |

James Ryan, the chief pilot!
for the CIA-financed airline,
was dropping pamphlets out
of a small plane when he was
hit by what fellow pilots be-
licve was a 57-ram. shell. The
pamphlets Ryan was dropping
offered a reward for any infor-
1mation about the whereahouts
Aof the crew of an Air America

can had his leg shot off while l

craft  flying at about 13500

PR

tive.'

-
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VICTOR MARCHETTI -

Mr. Marchetti was on the director’s staff of the CIA when
he resigned from the agency two years ago. Since then, his
novel The Rope-Dancer has been published by Grosset &

‘Dunlap; he is now working on a book-length critical analysis

of the ClA.

The Central Intelligence Agency’s role in U.S. foreign af-
fairs -is, like the .organization itself, clouded by secrecy
and confused by misconceptions, many of them deliberately
promoted by the CIA with the cooperation of the news
media. Thus to understand the covert mission of this
agency and to estimate its value to the political leadership,
one must brush myths aside and penectrate to the sources
and circumstances from which the agency draws its au-
thority and support. The CIA is no accidental, romantic
aberration; it is exactly what those who govern the country
intend it to bé—the clandestine mcchanism whereby the
executive branch influences the internal affairs of other
nations. : . -

In conducting such operations, particularly those that
are inherently risky, the ClA acts at the direction and with
the approval of the President or his Special Assistant for
National Security Affairs. Before initiating action in the
field, the agency almost invariably establishes that its oper-
ational plans accord with the aims of theadministration
and, when possible, the sympathies of Congressional lead-

tial individuals and institutions outside government is also
sought.) CIA directors have been remarkably well aware
of the dangers they court, both personally and for the
agency, by not gaining specific official sanction for their

covert operations. They are, accordingly, often more care-

ful than are administrators in other areas of the bureau-
cracy to inform the White House of their activities and to

- seek Presidential blessing. To take the blame publicly

for an occasional operational blunder is a small price to
pay in return for the protection of the Chief Executive and

~the men who control the Congress. .

The U-2 incident of 1960 was viewed by many as an
outrageous blunder by the CIA, wrecking the Eisenhower-
Khrushchev summit conference in Paris and setting U.S.-

- Soviet relations back several years. Within the inner circles

of the administration, however, the shoot-down was
shrugged off as just onc of those things that happen in the

- chancy business of intelligence. After attempts to deny

responsibility for the action had {ailed, the President openly
defended and even praised the work of the CIA, although
for obvious political rcasons he avoided noting that he had
authorized the disastrous flight, The U-2 program against
the USSR was canceled, but work on its follow-on system,
the A-11 (now the SR-71,) was speeded up. Only the
launching of the reconnaissance satellites put an end to
espionage against the Soviet Union by manned aircraft.
The A-11 development program was completed, neverthe-

less, on the premise that it, as well as the U-2, might be
useful clsewhere. i

41§7sz‘,m§iﬁb"ﬁ@d'ldﬁ?eo1
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longer thought worth
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After the' Bay of
feel the sting of Pre;
the agency had its
because it failed in
overthrow Castro. C
the top of the agenc

tration, the agency :
tices. Throughout th
tine operations again
the same time, and :
agency deeply involv
ing regimes in Laos

When the Nation:
the CIA in 1967, s
cxposed the agency’
labor and cultural «
funding conduits, ne
tried to restrict the
Senator Fulbright's a
trol over the CIA h:
was simply told by P
and get on with its b
formed to look into
Secretary of State, th
of the CIA. Some «
because they had be

operations went on under almost open CIA sponsorship,
Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty and Air America being
examples. And all the while, the CIA was conducting a
3500 million-a-year private war in Laos and pacification/
assassination programs in Vietnam.

The reorganization of the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity late last year in no way altered the CIA’s mission as
the clandestine action arm of American foreign policy.
Most of the few changes are intended to improve the finan-
cial management of the community, especially in the mili-
tary intelligence services where growth and the technical
costs of collecting information are almost out of control.
Other alterations are designed to improve the meshing of
the community’s product with national security planning
and to provide the White House with greater control
over operations policy. However, none of that implics a
reduction of the CIA’s role in covert foreign policy action.
In fact, the extensive review conducted by the White House
stafl in preparation for the rcorganization drew heavily on
advice provided by the CIA and that given by former
agency officials through such go-betweens as the influential
Council on Foreign Relations, Earlier in the Nixon Admin-
istration, the Council had responded to a similar request
by recommending that in the future the CIA should con-
centrate its covert pressure tactics on Latin American,
African and Asian targets, using more foreign nationals as
agents and relying more on private U.S. corporations and
other institutions as covers. Nothing was said about reduc-
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Copter
“ By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Special to The Star
i PAKSE, South Laos — Air
America helicopter crewmen
returned here to their base
tired but exhilarated Friday,
after rescuing 15 American
airmen downed on the Ho Chi
Minh trail 75 miles east of

Pakse. :
- The downed airmen were
the crew of the American

‘AC130 Spectre gunship shot
down by Communist gunfire

over the trail Thursday eve-

ning.

The search drama began in
the middie of a Pakse cocktail
party when the veteran U.S.
air operations controller
known as the Gray Fox was
called out as the first news of
the downed aircraft came over
the air.

« The first report was that the
aircraft had been-downed near
Chavane on Route 93, a main
part of the trail running over
South Laos’ Kasseng plateau,
but Air America H34 helicop-

ters and U.S. Air Force Jolly

Green giants found the downed
crewmen scattered over a
wide area.

“Some people were 45 miles
aparl,” an American rescue

.crewman sald. An Air Force
:Jolly Green Giant pulled eight

downed Americans out, leav-
‘ing the remainder to slow
‘moving, virtually unarmed Air
America Sikorskys. “I think
we picked up the last two,” an
Air America crewman said.
““These guys were really good.
‘Sandys’ kept the enemy in
their bunkers. They just kept
going at it. I couldn’t see the
first guy. I thought he was in a
camouflage suit, but it was a
gray flight suit. I saw his face

WASHIZNGTCN STAR

—

Rescues of 1

when he looked up about 100
feet below the hoist. That hoist
seemed to be coming up about
a foot a minute.”” The hoist is
a device lowered into thick fo-
liage to pick up downed crews.

“The other guy said he
didn’t know where he was but
I told him to puff that smoke,”
the grinning crewman said.
2U.S. aircrews in Asia usually
carry smoke canisters which
give off a colored smoke to
mark their position.

“Sandys’” are U.S. Air Force
piston engined Skyraiders.
They- strafed North Vietnam-
ese troops around downed
crewmen and are credited
with silencing at least one ene-
my antiaircraft piece.

Enemy Truck Reported

Another American said he
saw a Communist truck just
before making his pickup. Air
America crews credited the
Skyraiders’ downed crews’
calmness and centroller Gray
Fox for the successful pickup.

Air America is a private
company chartered to ClA,
U.S. Aid and other America
government agencies. One of
its specialties in Laos is
search and rescue in combina-
tion with USAF Jolly Green
Giants based in Northeast
Thailand, Jolly Greens, the
H53 rescue helicopter, is flown
in Laos by a U.S. Air Forte

outfit (known as “The. Jungle
Knives.” '

Jungle Knives specialize in
litting Lao and Thai irregulars
into combat areas in Laos.

Following pressreports,
U.S. Embassy officials now in-
dicate Americans are also
flying helicopter gunships in

APR W72
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Laos. AC130s, known as
“Spectres,”’ have become fea-
tures nightly on the air ways
in both Norih and South Laos.

Over the Ho Chi Minh trail
area in South Laos they arc

part of an eiectronic air pro-

gram code named “Igloo
White’> which sows the trail
area with mass antennae in-
" corporating transistor devices
which set off radio signals
whenever Communist trucks,
tanks and men pass. These
signals_are translated onto ra-
dar tubes in a series of images
read by officers at American
bases in Thailand and Viet-
nam to give enemy positions

and set into motion American

air strikes.
AC130s Use Starsoipes

AC130s, which can stay up
~many hours, also have attack
capability, using starscopes
which translate starlight to
daylight and sensors which
pick up heat from truck en-

gines and enemy fires or in--

frared viewers which see heat
and translate it the same way
light is translated. ’

AC130s are also led to a tar-
get by magic boxes handled by
Lao forward air guides which

transmit to planes the number
Reporters on several occa--
and positions of enemy trucks.
sions watched Lao controllers

talking to Spectres in Lao ir-
regular ground positions in
forests
South Laos. = |

+ e mimleh

in both North and

- gae—

et
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secrel ol the Golden Triangle

l Hrrnnteapy jagg, New Ttz eanl.
el an arth e by 1, Antiapng entitled
"Opdumy, ialg ang Potitgy dinetiadng
o Mo oy e 1S d the
foternatiog.| tratfie. - The
articio ene ol the malg
spres of the opinm sSthnpgled hitn the
VLS and othey Sovntiles ol the “frep
werll™ was Noithor Lavs and adjotn.
Fne sections of Harma and Thattand, §t
vl veralled that the. Problenm had beey
ticerwed figme and auoain by the ['"N.
ond hat 1yeden MNiven had  called
,ahnen of e 4 geyione national
threat™ That was pene tian {wo vearg
ppo. Hag amthing chanced since hend
Manv Middle Fast covmiries,  and
espedially Jran and Tukey,  Bbave
established striey control of the cultivg-
tien of the hasic Fw material-—the
nupinm poappy angd Inlrnduced  sovore

areedie g

el od hat

penalting fog Taflicking in dings, Ag a )

tesult production has shifted more and
mare Ao Santheast Asia, in particular
Ahe area ot the jm)clinn of tha Burman,
Taotian and  MNorth  Thal frontiers, in
close proximity 1o the Soulh Chinese
‘pmvinrn of Yunnan, Mote, the narcotics
h;(luq(ry In this arra has advanced to a
hivher stage, 1 formerly it exporied
the semi-manufacture “Opitm -- how it
trades mainly in the linished product,
hersin, the mest danaerous ol all the
drups which duoms g victims to an
eatly death and brings fanfastic prolits
fo the tatfirkers,  The production of

hevnin ant ol pave oplum hag happ put,

on a larpe.gcaln footing in the northeast
cuner of irma whern the remnants of
tha Fuontintang “91y4 Yunnan BPivision
whlch fledl fram China have heen shel-

“Im?u'\
: 3 v
.|‘_").) l‘:“

I

. engineers

leting alnees go4n, The dtviston ram.

mider, Cloperal ) My, who with 1 /

hetp il the oA and Al Chlang Kal-
ik wthorteg mavaged o keep
togethei the cone of his foree, has st
" near the viltagne of Takliylok no Josg
than 50 Yaborataries for the purpose,
Thangl primilive, thege junele-hut dis.
tllertes ustug pe stimplest equipment
make up  the world's blepest heroin

Sproducing dentee wng vield an income

whith has glven the atea the ngme of
“Cialden Tilanple " ;

Correspondent lean Pouget of the
Patis Le Figaro who visited the Iinges
of the triangle (to try to get into it is
to coml death) cslimates that jt pro-
cesses toughly 1,000 tons of raw opium.
annually, This can be converted into
100 tons of heroin, enough for 100 mjl- -
sion L-gramme packets or 1,000 million
doscs,

The Takhylek “fiym' works not only
on Jocal raw malerial from Burmna,
Thailand and Laos, It is conntected by
a direct road with Kunming, the chief
city of the Chinege province of Yunnan.

Jean Pouget asked a Laotian how the
Chinese Peaple's Republic, army
bullding a highway from
Yunnan to Phongsaly province in Laog
regarded the Kuomintang ex-soldiers In
thesa parts, : T

“Their  altitude  js that  of elder
brolhess towardg younger,” he was told
with’ a touch of humonr, “Whether you
are a Maolst or g natlonalist makes little -
difference, You are above al) Chinese,
2 member of a superior race," )

Another interesting sidelight. The

. U8, oflicials Pouget talked with during

his first visit te Laos in April 1971 all
conflitmed  that  {he drug  traffickers
Operated under (he protectton of the
Peking authorities, The Chicago Tribune
recenlly reported that China annually
exports fllegally 2,000 tons ol opium
valuedd at $500 million, The oplum
Pappy i3 cultivated on an arca of some
1,235,000 acres, mostly in Yunnan ang
Kweichou provinces and the Kuanghst
autonomous area.

How the heroln gets to the market i
wrapped in deep secrecy. It is known,
however, that there ara several Janding
strips  in  the Takhylek area which
systematically  receive planes and
helicopters, mostly piloted by Ameri-
cans. They bring fn canned foods,
beverages, and medicaments, and leave
heavily laden with crates of heroin. The

SOERO

lVJ S. ournalizt David F«-inqul:l In h“'{

eent bonk “Opdog g IR S
Ly Ayt hat aome alterey s oy [
foor A“./\")--“'r_n, a 1A anefhit, iy

eotics oy Sajoan
Cunidentified diop the gy
containing herain Ly poarachige fn tha
Tonkin and Siam el o e pickon up
by wailing ships. ’
There s glag the  overlang FOUte
across the Thal lonlleg 1o Ranglkok, 1)e
traffic 15 so puolitabie that & <inpla
luu"kivmd delivernd 1o (e That capita)
In enough Pay for the gl
/\rcnujlm_v to a tepart <nbitled in

LI EREY PO oo
Paneng

- early Marelr In Washlnaton by Foderat

harcotivs co.ardinatoy and Stata Bepart-
ment aldo. Nelson Gross, (he chiel 5.
tibuting centre An the 1)eit apilng
traffic from Burma, Laos, Carnbndy, ned
the Chinerge Provinen . ol Yinnan i3
Thatland. High-placed T1aj olfiziali, tha
Teport says, ate invalved,

Auother  outlet g Hongkang,  Tat.
Shing Leunp, head of the Mternational
Affairs Departinent of the Honpkong
and Kowloon trade nnions and member
ef the Honhgkong Government, Labour
Advisory Board, told our corespondent

“that narcoties fram Bangkok are shipped

through Hongkoitg to the V.S and
Western LCurope despile the efiarts aof
the Hongkong authoritles o stop the
smuggling. As for drugs from Soutn
China, this, he sald, 12 olten talker
about though he personally  had o
definite evidence, .
What is the situation In e Us,
today? On March 2 Senator Chailes
H. Percy said that according (o thae
Federal Bureay of Narcotics theye now
are 560,000 regular heroln users in tha
US., as against 315000 “in" 1952, Tya
Senator belioves, 'however, that the
actual figure is hlgher, Information at
his disposal, also obtatned {iom olficial
sources, suggests that the number of
heroln  addicts In e US. juns
to 700,000,

The special Unijted  Natlona oon-
ference on sliengthening  the inlerna-
tional narcotics contral system swhich
closed In Geneva on March 25 adopted
a number of amendments to the 1951
narcotics  convention enlarging  the-
powers of the Iulernational Narcotics
Control Board. But as necessary as such
international measures are 1o coinbat
the illicit transportation and trade {n
narcotics, it |s obviously impessible to
put an end to drug addiction without
stamping out the "Golden Trangle” and
simllar centres, .

Y. ROSER
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SAN FRANCISCO-Earth Magazine that 25% of all heroin in the
has announced the preparation of U.S. comes from the fertile

a law suit against a CIA-controll- triangle region of South-east Asia
ed airline if accused in its March A further amplification of the
issue of flying heroin out of problem came from research done
‘Southeast Asia with the knowledge by Mike Benner of WRIF news ina
of that clandestine government recent broadcast about the Earth
agoency. ’ magazine exposures.

San Francisco attorney Ronlca- He said, “Studies on the heroin
chman says the suit'will charge problem in the United States have
Air America, a corporation set indicated that up to five billion
up by the Central Intelligence dollars is spent annually onheroin
Agency, with allowing its by an estimated five hundred
facilities to be used for the traf- thousand addicts. More thanhalf of
ficing of opium from the “fertile the money spent each year on
triangle” of poppy fields in Laos, 4he purchase of heroin - two and
Burma and Thailand. one-half billion dollars - is

The current issue of Earth : i L A
documents in a feature article U.S. Government studies have

by University of -Calfornia Prof.
Peter - Scott,r the connection be-
tween: the CIA, Air America and
the heroin trade, Scott charges
that “the opium-based economy
of Laos is being protected by a
coalition of opium growing CIA

mercenaries, Air America planes-

and Thailand troops.”

The article charged that much
of the heroin wound up being used
in Vietnam by U.S. troops or went

~ to the streets of America.

O

At a press conference announ-

cing the publication of the article,
Earth editor James Goode ang-
rily pointed out how corruption
abroad has brought disaster back
home: _

. "The CIA helped put our kids
in Vietnam and CIA heroin traffic
turned them on to smack.” he said
at the press conference. "And
we're paying the CIA $6 billion
a year for these services.”

The impact of this trafficking
on Amecrican youth cannot be
underestimated. In the article,
Scolt quotes Eliot Marshall’s

the U.S. political

indicated that as much as 50%
of the crime in metropolitanarecas
is caused by addicts and medical
officials report that heroin pre-
sently causes more deaths to
people between the ages of 18 and
35 than war, cancer or car

accidents.”

_Most observors feel that the
CIA involvement in the heroin
trade has not come ebout through
a desire of the U.S. government
to poison its troops and young
people. But rather through a trap

‘of political alliances with the '

dealers and marketers of opium,
who were often the only forces In
Southeast Asia willing to support
and military
adventures in that region, an area
controled by remnants of the
Chinese Nationalist Army.
Several recent calls for
attacks on the trade by the gov-
ernment are not being taken too
seriously and Hubert Humphrey
even suggested having the CIA
itself hunt down the smugglers.
Don Strachen writting in the

STATOTHR

Staff newspaper in Los Angle
suggested thet this was like askir
the Nazi S.S. force to investiget
atrocities at the Auschwiiz con
centration camp. .

Earth Magazine and attorne
Leachman want Gl's vets or othe
persons with personal knowledg
of the drug trade and who woul
be willing to help them in the sui
against Air America, to contac

Earth Magazine, The Agriculiur:

Bldg. The Embarcadero at Miss
ion, San Francisco CA $4115 ¢
phone (415) 989-4300. Copies ¢
the above mentioned article ca

also be gotten from that addres:s

/
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This pamphlet was written’collectively by a
study group supported by the Commiltece !
of Concerned Asian Scholars. The group
included Pat Haseltine, Jerry Meldon,
Charles Knight, Mark Selden, Rod Aya,
~ Henry Norr, and Mara. Thanks to all-

" who helped, especially Jim Morrell, Tod

McKie, and Jancis Long. =
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By SVEIN GILJE
" In a rare reference to ci-

. vilians involved in the Indo-
.. china war,

President Nixon
has revealed that some 50

' American civilians are miss-

ing or held captive,
The reference came in a

presidential ~ proclamation

“.declaring the week begin-
_ning today as the National
. Week of Concern for Prison-

]

!

. Gov.

aing mg

ers of War and Missing in
Action. .

The week will be noted
here with a proclamation to
be issued tomcrrow by May-
or Wes Uhlman. Earlier
Dan Evans .issued a
similar proclamation. .

The President’s proclama-
tion noted that “there dre

1,623 American scrvicomen

and some 50 United States
Teivillans missing in action or
’bemg held captive by \o' th

" Vietnam and its allies.”

The proclamation did not

-, g0 into specifics as to the ci-

 vilians, IU's known that some
civilians weie captured or
are missing, such as from

- the 1970 invasion of Cambo-
- dia.

. But pr esumably this also

STATOTHR

Sing oF

refers to civilians missing in
Laos, where the Ceptral In-
telligousseAmency has been
active in the so-called “sc-
cret war’ there. Civilian pi-
lots fly for Air America,
which contracts with the C.
1A

Some of the men have
been held or missing for sev-
eral years.

“At the end of this
month,” Mr. Nixon said,
“the first men to be taken
prisoner  will  begin their
ninth year in captivity, This
is the longest internment
ever endmed by American
fighting men.’

Seven men have been cap-
tive or missing more than
eight years; 135 more than

Q:Q& m&ﬁ g\f'

seven years and 427 more
sAhan six years.

One of the men, Lt. Col.
Jack W. Bomar, is believed
to be dying of a kidney ail-
ment judging from lctters
his wife has received. A kid-
ney machine and a techni-
cian to operate it have beon
offered through the Red
Cross, but there has been no
response from North Vict-
nan,

The men in the P. 0. W. or
missing categories arc ag-
ing: 311 are oider than 40
years, 13 are over 50 years
and two over 54. .

The week will be observed
at Fort Lewis and the. Mc-
Chord Air Force Base, as
well.

PR
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sijans under Pathet Lao control. COngrPss-
men McCloskey and Waldie found, in a T.S,
information survey initially concealed from
them by the limbassy, that 76% of the 190
respondents from 98 villages had had thelr
homes bombed. In addition 979 had seen a
bombing attack and 6195 had seen & person

killed. Congressmen McCloskey and Waldie.

als0 conducted their own Interviews, and all
16 refugees queried, from 7 different villages,
testified to the aerial destruction of every
single dwelling in their hamlets.

A report by U.N. expert Georges Chapelier
in December 1870 stated that in the Plaine
des Jarres “by 1969 the intensity of the
bombings was such that no organized life
was possible In the villages . . . Jet planes
caine daily and desiroyed all stalionary struc-
tures. Nothing wns left standing. The vil-
lagers lHved in irenches and loles or in
caves. They only farmed at night. All of the
interlocutors without exception had thelr
villages completely destroyed. In the last
phase, bombings were aimed at the system-
atic destruction of the materials bascs of the
civilian society.

At one time there were more than 50,000
people living in the Plaine des Jarres. There
is virtually no life there now.

One village chief indicated that in 21

STATOTHR - STATOTHR STATOTHR
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the last ground troops are withdrawn. The
Peantagon, which secms to have statistics
available for all categories and contingencies,
lacks even an cstimate of the likely clvilian
cesualties this presence will cause, Such con=-
slderations do not scem to have a high pri-
ority in current American decision masaking.
Tho so-called “gook rule” which haunted the
Galley trial has far more profound implica«
¢tons for the air war. .

On the afterncon that the U.S. helicopters
and atiack planes accomuanied the South
Vietnamese into Laos the President issued
a statement on’ our cnvironmeéntal crisis,
Within it he guoted from T, S. Eiiot's “Mur-
der in the Cathedral,” “Clean the air, clean
the sky, wash the wind . . .” It would have
been revealing for the President to have
quoted further: *The land is foul, the water
15 foul, our beasts and ourselves-are dediled
with blood.

A rain of blood has blinded my eves . ..
Can I ook again at the day and its common
things and see them all smeared with blood
through a curtain of falling blood? We did
not wish anything to hoppen.”

Let us stop the bombing, withdraw our
troops and begin Lo “take stone from stone
and wash them.”

hamlets not one home was left standing. Iuv Mr. GRAVEL. Mr. President, I also ask

his own village 45 percent of the 2600 in-
habitants never left thelr trenches.

A saraple of 25 villages from the Plaine des
Jarres revealed casualvy rates of 5-10 percent
from the bombing It is estimated that 50
civilians are Xilled for cvery Pathet-Lao
casualty.

In 19068 Jacques Decornoy, the Southeast
Asian desk editor for Le Monde traveled
through Pathet Lao controlled arcas. Accord-
ing o his interviews, 63 villages in the Sam
Neua district alone had been destroyed by
U.8. air power. Traveling through the dev-
astated areas he depicts it as “'a world with-
out noise for tiie surrourniing villages have
disappeared. The inhabitants thcmseh es liv=-
ing in the mountains.”

Such testimony Is of course contrary to
our government’s oflicial position that “never
before has such care heen taken to spare
civilians in bhombing raids.”

Tae pleture burnt into one’s imagination is
that of hundreds of thousands of Lactians
desperately huddling in ceves and trenches
as U.S, planes roar overhead. Again it 1s the
enormity of the suflering endured by these
poor people which blinds us to our own pol-
ley. I will rerun the picture, because we must
break through the psychic numbness we have
developed.

There are hundreds of thousands of poor
peasants. noncombatants, living under-
ground in fear of U.S. air power in Asia,
There are entire areas of former clvilization
reduced to ncar cave man standards by the

' most advanced nation in the history of the
" earth. For what? no matter - for what, it is

indefensible,

At Nuremberg Teleford Taylor, chief U.S,
Prosceutor, argued that where the nilitary
profits of any policy are dwarfed by the civil-
ian casualties, such a policy is indefensible.
The massive air war by the U.S. against the
peoples af Indochina is indefensible. Every
B-52 rald, every A-119 K stinger drop is
criminal.

The situation In Laos s not appreciably
different fromx what {s currently occuring in
Cambodia, As the Senate Subcommittee on
Refugees noted, the same pattern of destruc-
tion is being repeated relentlessly through-
out Indochina. It is up to the Congress to
terminate it. The President has made it clear
that he intends to continue the bombing,
stating In February this year, “I will not
place any lmitations on the use of air
power.”

Secretary of Defense Laird has indlcated
that we intend to maintain a naval and air
presence in Southeast Asia indefinitely after

unanimous consent to have printed in the
Recorp excerpts from remarks I made to
the Fund for New Priorities dinner in
New York City on January 14, 1872,
There being no objection, the excerpts
were ordered to be printed in the Recorp,

.as follows:

THE CONTINUING AIR WaR

(Excerpts from remarks by Senaior MiKEe
GRAVEL)

‘The NKixon Administration’s recent re- .

sumption of heavy bombing of North Vict-
nam oncé more raises a basic moral gues-
tion: what right do our leaders have to kill
and maim men, women, and children halfway
across the globe who pose no threat to this
Country?

As usual, the Administration is claiming
that it &3 bombing only "“military” targets.
This may or may not be true, One remems-
vers, after all. that the Johnson Administra«
tion ctaimed the same thing.

Even if the Admijnistration is bombing
only “military” targets this time, there can
be no doubt that it also is causing serious
civilian casualties. In a rural country like
North Vietnam most so-called military tar-
gets such as bridges ana factories are located
in and around heavily populated eivilian
areas, Hanoi reports that in the most recent
raids bombs fell on a hospital, and even mili-
tary sources admit that American jeis hit
North Vietnamess army barracks as they
went after nearby airfields.

Tho Cornell Alr War Study quotes a
memorandum by former Defense Secretary
McNamara, in which he estimated that the
bombing was causing 1,000 civilian casual-
ties every week during the sustained raids
ol 1967, An eguivalent casualty rate in the
U.S. would be more than 600,000 per year.

Interviews with U.S. pllots indicate that
most, of the bombs we drop on North Viet-
nam aro anti-personncl ordnance such as
pincapple or guava bommbs, These bombs con-
tain hundreds of steel pellets.

One sortie of this type of bomb sends
over half a million of these pellets spewing
over an area half a mile long and an eighth
of a mile wide.

During the Christmas raids alone it was
announced that American planes {lew over
1,000 sorlies against North Vietnam. It is,
therefore, not hard to believe the following
Associated Press dispatch, dated December
29,: “Hanol claimed that in Thanh Hoa
FProvince on Sunday the U.S. planes killed 24
civilians and wounded 47, A broadcast said
most of the casualiles were causcd by steel

. reductions In the bombing

_ this year, 1971, more civilians are being killed
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pellet
workers in the flelds.”

It's not a very pretty thing what ow
bombers are dolhg to these people,

But 1t's still going on right now. Thig
month slone another 50,000 tons of anti
personnel bombs, napalm, and white phos
phorous are ralning down upon not only the
people of North Vietnam, but Laos, Cam
bodia, and South Vietnam as well,

‘We won't be told of the victims, of course
To the extent we learn anything it will be of]
‘“‘protective reaction” strikes, “Interdiction’
missions, and the bombing of supply depots

But there are human beings under thos
bombs, and they will continue being kille
and maimed until we, the American people
demand an end to this bombing,

In just the eight months since President
Nixon told the American people in his April
address to the Nation that “Vietnamization
has succeedsd”, there have been an additional
1,302 Americans killed in the Indochinese
War, and 4,870 more wounded. Deatlis among
allied forces in that same period have risen
15,603, and the Pentagon estimate of the
number of new deaths aniong those people it
chooses to call the “cnemy” is 50,030. That
last figure is no doubt conservatively low,

Thess numbers tell of the failure of Viet-
namization, not its success.

An Orwelllan transformation is™ taking
place in our military policy in Indochina.

Due to public pressure American ground -
troops are slawly coming home, bur ibey
are leaving an automated war behind. Com-.
puter technology and & 'stnall number of
troops manning alreraft and artillery are-
creating a U.S. destructive presence that may
literally hover over Southeast Asia for vears
10 come. In the midst of this the public is
confused, pacified by the diminishing troops
levels, yet vaguely troubled by contlnuing
reports of devastation,

In his mid-December newsbriefing Secre- -
tary of the Air Force Seamans sought once
again to play down the air war. The basic
point Seamons tried to make was.that the
alr war was not escalating, that in fact it had
been wound down. As such, his remarks rep- .
resent a relativistic apology for the continu- - -
ing raids, a logic more appropriate for 1984 -
than 1972—the logic of permianent war.

It is an insult to the Anlerican people
to portray the air war as fading away when in
1971 somewhere between 750,000 and 800.000
tons of bombs were dropped over Indochina,

Trough down from the peak years of 1068
and 19G9, this figure represents: .

a) nearly 40% of all the U.S. air ordnance
expended during the Second World War,

b) nearly 80¢ of all the air ordnance ex-
pended during the three year Korean War,

¢) the equivalent of 37 Hiroshimas, or
roughly one every nine days.

Most importantly, the Nixon Administra-
tion has made it clear that the bombing is
to continue indefinitely even after the lash '
American ground troop comes home (if he
ever docs). Even if reduced by 507 the air
war still would continue at an average level
greater than that of the Korcan War.

But there are many Indications that the -
arc boitoming
out. Pentagon sources, for example, indicate -
that B-52 strikes, though currently dewn
60% irom thelr peak in 1868, are to continae
indefinitely ' at thelr present rate of 1,000
per month. And although tonnage figures
registered o 80% decline from 1569 to 1970, -
they dropped only 23% from 1970 to 1971, K

At a time when the Harrls Poll indicates
that 65% of the American people feel the war
is “Immoral”, and.oppose by a 57 to 29 mar«
gin continued American bombing in order to
achieve political ends, it is indcfensible to
continue the strikes ot any level.

In regard to Secrctary Seamans’ “wound
down war”, it 1s worth noting that tho Sen- .
ate Refugee Subcominittee found that, “In’
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Bleckbuster Tomorrow on Laos

i
|

' o

By William IIlckey

A Television - Radio Editor
B } -

" A television network doc-
umenlary with the same
“blockbuster potential as
.CBY’ last summer’s “The

o Selling of the

Pentagon” ig
scheduled 1o
be aired to-
morrow eve-

ning at 8:30
when NBC
News devotes
a sizable por-
tion of its
m agazine-for-
mat news pro-

-~ gram “Chronolog” to an
\/ examination of the Central

Intelligence Agency’s secret

““army in Laos.

" The 45minule segment
{“represents another reporto-
- rial coup for NBC News’ in-

defatigable correspondent
Bob Rogers and, in a larger
© sense, for all the broadcast

"o

£ 3
HICKEY

~ indusiry’s journalistic
. .forces.
Rogers’ latest accom-

¢ plishment is really not sur-
" prising to those who have
| followed his brilliant carcer
! with NBC News, for they

_have come fo expect

, nothmg short of major

scoops each fime he leaves
the conlines of New York
Clty ‘

Easxly ‘the outstanding
,Lon*bat correspondent cur-
rently working in television,
Rogers possesses a solendld
sixth sense for uncovering
the full dimensions of a
shootout, whether it be 30,-
000 feet over the Sinai Pen-
insula or in a bunker along
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, and
“the intestinal fortltude to
put his fcet where his in-
stmcts lead

HIS STUDY of the once

secret army in Laos is typ-
ical of his pursuit of the im-
possibly difficult story. No
one, either in print or broad-

- cast journalism, had been

able*to penetrate so deeply
the CIA's web of secrecy,
concerning its operations in
Laos, but he did—and with
a camera crew to boot.

. When I asked him the
other day how he managed
it, he replied matter of fact-
ly, “Mac Godley, our am-
bassador there, helped im-
measurably, Ile has been
trying {0 break down the veil
of secrecy surrounding the
CIA’s activities in Southeast
Asia for a number of vears
now, Once a few ground
rules were established, such
as now showing the faces of
CIA case officers on televi-
sion, the agency cooperated
completely.”

i10W DID THE CIA be-
come involved in Laos in
the first place? I asked.

“It was very simple. Af-
ter the Geneva Accords
were signed in 1962, we
withdrew all our mlhtaly
advisers to the country. The
North " Vietnamese, on the
other hand, kept 6,000 well-
trained forces there. They

called them horder security

battalions.

“For a while the United
States lived with the fiction-

al belief that NVA forces

would eventually pull out.
Of course, they didn’t, so
we beg'm sending in CIA
agents to work w1th the hill
tribes, who always had been
very pxo-Ameucan to off-
set their presence,’” he said.

What kind of a job did the

i

STATOTHR

. K

<¢A TASTASTIC. ONE.
You've got to give the agen-
cy credit. With a bare hand-
ful of men, they
accomplished what armies
of regular soldiers couldn’t.
They solidified the Meo
tribesman Dbetter usc the
word Moung, for Meo is a
derisive term meaning hill-
hilly, into a {irst-class fight-
ing unit. At best, it was
hoped that the hill tribes
would become fairly good
guerrilla fighters, but to ev-
eryone’s astonishment, they
have hecen slugging it out
with the hest North Viet-
namese regimenis for the

past three months and hold- '

ing their own.
“In fact, if it weren tf01

the. Moung {ribesmen and’
the few thousand Thai vol-
unteers, Laos would have
fallen fo the Communists
long ago,” he said.

Well what about the Roy-

al Lao Army and the Pathet .

Lao? I asked.

“No one over there takes
cither outfit seriously. The
Royal Lao Army and the
Communist Pathet Lao
have one thing in common—
a total dlshke of fighting.
The war in Laos is heing
fought by the tribesmen and
That voluntecrs agaiust the
North Vietnamese,” Rogels
said.

"NO ONE ELSE? T asked.
‘1 stand corrected., I

. should have mentioned the
“CIA has an outfit called Air

America, which is com-
posed of young Americans
who {ly everything from Pi-
per Cub observation planes
t o four-engine bombers in

he sai

. ppres o s £ Py et P N e i
R Teinats Ve i i i :

e 5
e o ity

C to A Aw ClA’s Semﬁe A my

' How do the Moung {feel
about the impending U. S.
pullout from Vietnam? I
asked. »

‘“They’re nervous to be
sure, but General Vang
Pao, who is their No. 1
man, told me he had abso-
lute faith in America and
knew it would never aban-
don the pcoples who joined
hery in the struggle to keep
Southeast A51a free,” he
said. - .

How will your report be
viewed by our State Depart-
ment and the Pentagon? I
asked.

“Nao doubt, they’ll be up-
set by the fact that I re-
» vealed the extent of our
- operation in Laos, hut.I-
really don't helieve they’ll -
say much, because they
can’t refute anything we.
have put on film.

“MY JOB WAS simply to
show the American people
what has been going onin
Laos under the direction of
the, CIA for the past eight
years  without their know-
ledge. While we have done
this, we fell that our objec-
tivity remained on the high-
.est possible level,” he said. -

Be that as it may, T have
the idea *“Chronolog” is
going to cause its first big
flap and it won't be a se-
cre}. . :

* Rproved Fo?IRé‘ledslé@O01IO3lo4 AR P E00 1601R000900090001-6
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HE Central Intel]xgence Agen-
e e i
- ¢y's “secret army” in Laos is

the subject—for the first time—of a_

“-detailed documentary film which
“NBC News’ “Chronolog” will present

g et s g ey

The documentary a!so includes
exclusive footage of the secret
army’s commander, Meo tribal lead-
er General Vang Pao, as he gives
front-line directions to his irregular

troops in their most desperate battle -

T TR e S

to date.

It includes, too—for the first time
ever in the press or on television—an
interview with one of the CIA’s ad-
visers to the secret army,

IN ADDITION, the film explores
in detai[_ the secrecy-shrouded opera-

.~ Friday, at 7:30 p.m. on the NBC Tel-
. evision Network. . ,

© “This is the great untold story of

/ - the war in Indochina,” Bob Rogers,
" .the documentary’s producer and re-

* porter, says. “While the world has -

. been watching Vietnam and Cambo-

CIA Secret Army F ﬂmed

tions of Air America and its Ameri-
can pilots, whose prime role is to
render logistical support to the se-

cret army and to the thousands of
hill trjbe refugees from the North Vi-
etnanese’ invasion.

There is also exdusive footage of,
and interviews with, the handful of
young American Au' Force forward
air controllers who, in their unarmed
light planes, direct the massive and
controversial U.S. bombing program
in Laos,

e

"dia, the biggest battle this year- m}{ ————

-Indochina is being fought in Laos |
; With up to three full North Vietnam- f
" ese divisions commitied.” - :

- .ACCORDING TO Rogers, the

(\ - brunt of the fighting is being borne
by the so-called “secret army"” of
General Vang Pao, which is paid,
trained,- equipped and advised by
-agents of the Central Intelhgence
Agency .

“Their losses have been extreme- .

. ly high,” he says, “but so far they

. have given the North Vietnamese a

- hell of a fight, I think for the first -

.time we've managed to penetrate -

.-the veil of .secrecy which has sur-’

" rounded- the war in Laos and have
+.captured it on hlm ”

¢ This inside view of the secret war '
. the Laos was shot last month during
¢ the height of this year’s North Viet-
- namese offensive which, in .terms
«~of .manpower, heavy artillery and-
--anti-aircraft guns, has been the big-

- gest ever, Rogers notes, . : :

.. .THE FILM includes excluswe
lootage of the secret army composed
of hill tribe guerillas and Thal
:. “volunteers” in action.

" The film crew traveled to remote

< *mountain outposts held by the secret

o .‘army, and covered the heavy fight-

: ( lng around the threatened CIA base:
- at Long Tleng e e

At il T et e
-
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‘Ban in Lae&sl

By D. E. Ronk
zi SBpecisl to The Washington Post

VIENTIAI\E March 15—
Thai air force helicopters,
gome of them armed, are
being used in combat here in
‘apparent violation of the con-
gressional prohibition against
U.S. financing of third country
forces here.

Thal pilots are flying both
medlcal evacuation and com-
‘bat support missions in the
area of the Long Cheng mili-

" tary complex 80 miles north of
‘here, according to knowledge-|
‘able U.S. sources. The Thais:
-are using UHIL-E (Huey) heli-

. :copters on loan from the
;}Jmted States, the sources
‘éaid, and {ly from Udorn air-
:baue in northern Thailand.

".Command of the helicopters-
.is said to lie with CIA advisors
"to Gen. Vang Pao, commander

“of the irregular forces fighting
‘around - Long Cheng. The

'eraft are said to be controlled

- through a US. Air Force

' plane cireling the area:

~. {A State Department source
said the Thai pilots were not
under U.S. command.}

.. U.S. Mission, spokesmen,
‘while acknowledging. that the
helicopters are armed, said
that ‘they are. only flying
armed medical evacuation mis-
-sions under the command of
Gen. Vang Pao. The spokes—
man will only describe the pi-
Jots a5 non-American and non-
YLaotian irregular volunteers
-whe are present in Lags under
the same program that cov-
eted the. entry of Thal sol-
,diem -

. Informed sourees sand 1t was
unhl—.ely that Thailand could
supply enough civilian helicop-
ter pilots for the program be-
cause of the shortage of
trained personnel in the coun-
tty. Use of Thai military pilots
in Amencan aireraft would
geem to violate the ban
«ggainst -U.S. funding of third_
country forces here.

(Sen. Stuart Symington (D

-Mo), commenting. on the re-

port of Thaipiloted helicop-
ters being used in Laos, said,
"This is but another lllustra-‘
Yo o£ d}sregard for .the. law;

-erew members..

PCST

which states that U.S. funds]
shall not be used in Laos for
military support of third
countries. To my knowledge it
is 'the first introduction - of
gunships.”)

Information on the helicop-
ters came to light last week-

end when one of the Hueys|”
crashed just north of Vientf*}

ane during a violent thunder-
storm, killing at least four

U.S. spokesmen in Vient{ane
denied categorically that the
eraft was carrying Americans,
although it was an armed U.S,
craft of a type not possessed
by the Lao military, Various

other spokesmen confirmed it
was U.S. owned, that it was
serviced -by the Air America
Corp., and that it was going
from Long Cheng to Udorn,

Thailand when it crashed,

Heavy American participa-
tion in investigations follow-
ing the crash raised wide-
spread . suspicion here that
Americans were aboard. But
now, if's generally accepted
that concern over the loss of
erew. and an American craft
essigned to a sensitive new
program caused the flurry of
official excitement. .

There is nothing new in
Thai pilot participation in the
Laotian war, according to
knowledgeable sources. Thai
pilots have secretly been
flying AC-47 “spookie” gum
ships and T-28 bombers on

-eombat missions over Laos in,. |

recent vears. It.is the type of
aireraft and their closeness to
combat that has changed.

© Aside from pilots, Thai
troops now operating in Laos
may number as high as 10, 000
reliable sources here say, with
more expected as the current

‘military s1tuat10n contmues to

deepen LSRR s S |

STATOTHR
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r- CIA reported shifting attention
.in Laos from Communists to opium

r 'BY MICHAEL PARKS |

] Su‘n Staff Correspondent which for years had condoned
. Vientiane, Laos — American. and indirectly helped Laotian ;
“intelligence agents here arelltraffic in heroin, morphine and
L turning their attention fromi‘opium as a part of the war
Commgmsts to drug runners, i against the Communists, has’
A accordmg to informed sources. l now brought in a task fofce of ;
The United States Central In-" U.S. Customs and drug officials|
telligence Agency has been giv- to help the Vientiane govern-

. - e . l
. The . American Embassy.| e law prohibits the process-

1]
ing and transportation of hero-
, opium and related .Irugs,
and the cultivation and use of
opium, a traditional crop
among hill tribes, is restricted.
A second law, passed recently,
bars unauthorized imporiation|

en a top-priority assignment,
American officials say, of dis-
covering the routes used to
‘smuggle opium from northern
‘Burma through Laos to Thai-
Jand and pinpointing opium re-
fineries in the area.
5 One result was a mysterious
fire that destroved a keyv refin-
.iery for turning opium into hero-
in Jast year.
. A recently reported series of
ambushes on mule trains and!
caravans bringing opium from:
Burma and Thaiiand are also
attributed by knowledgeanle ob-

ment enforce its first drug law. ;
Their budget may run to $1]
million a year. ;

The Customs officials are
helping tighten inspection off
cargoes on domestie and inter-
national air flights, the princi-

pal avenue for the drugs to
move from northern Laos down
to Bangkok, Thailand.

Some of the inspections .on
flights of Air-America and Cong
tinental Air System planes,
which are.under contract tothe
U.S. Central Intelligence Agen-
.cy, are too cursory to be effec-

servers here to the American

anti-drug campaign. tive, and some planes still es-

cape inspection completely, as
! do most military flights.
. ;. ' In addition, private planes
When  questioned dircctly: fil] Jand at Vier?tiane‘s airport |
tabout the fire at the refinery. grom Thailand and Cambodia to'
near the Laotian town of Ban: pick yp mysterious cargoes and:
Houei Sai or the caravan raids, | fly off again, having avoided!
American officials only smile| potp Customs_inspections and
knowingly and shrug theiry siting of flight plans and mani-
shoulders. il fest by bribing the airport offi-
Other intelligence sources re-4aia)q with $200
port, however, that some of thell™ A ericans

'small guerrilla teams that used f.pressure from the prime minis-

I'to probe China's Yunnan prov- .
;ince for the Central Intelligence't l:;& ﬁfsmi%?e&fgﬁiﬁnihg?mggfli

'Agency have been shifted to ; :
- tracking and occasionaily at—i ?;:flﬁé(hamou, will reduce this
o tacking the opium caravans. I : s
Last summeér, American offi- |’ 'A?I a%egt f“’t’.“ the dll’)'s. Bu-
cials were discussing the possi- || Féal of Narcotics and Danger
bility of bombing an opium re- ous Drugs has been assigned to

Enery at Houei Tap, near Ban " work with General Khamou and

Knowing smiles

here hbpe that},

! coordinate the American and

ouei Sai. : :
_ “There are so many bombing | Lao efforts.

. Vsorties inat one couid easily go
_astray, if you know what I
‘mean,” said one U.S. Embassy
Jofficial. o
- Eventually, officials here now!

‘with the Lao national police
‘have also been ordered to press
:for enforcement of the new Lao
.drug law, enacted under U.S.

'say, bombing was discarded as |(Pressure last summer. ... .4

_‘:‘imprecise.”‘ ’
“Besides. everyone would
“know we did it," an American &

here “said recently. “With a
Jire, people are not sure. It
ingy he a business rival.” . . -1

American advisers working|.

il of chemicals used to refine op-}

The U.S. efforts are directed |
less at stopping the cultivation
of opium than in reducing the
large volume of drugs flowing
through Laos to Thailand. Cam-
bodia, South Vietnam and Hong

L Kong. "

Details of the budget for the
anti-drugs program, which is
being coordinated with similar
efforts in neighbering’countries.
are still being worked out, but
U.S. officials frequently men-
tion §1 million as the total

o

Lannual cqst.

Fa
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LAOS
Patriotic Front's Successes

ORLD attention continues to be focussed
on Laos, which lies in the very heart of
{he Indochina Peninsula.

Over the last 26 years, {he Laotian pcople
have been waging a persistent siruggle for
their country’s frcedom and independence. The
defeat of the US aggressors and their puppets
by the Laotian patriotic forces in the Xiengk-
liouang arca, the Valley of Jars, and the Bolo-
ven Plateau in December 1971 is fresh proof
that US adventurist plans in respect of Laos
have no prospects belore them. In 1972, the pa-
triols arc still in complete command of the si-
{uation and continue to press their enemies
and hit them hard. This is seen from the Janua-
ry offensive against Long Cheng, the US mer-
cenaries' chief base.

Striving to {urn Laos into a springboard
for a drive against the national liberation move-
ment of .the Indochinese peoples, Washington
has entangled the couniry in a web of economic
“and military aid, and flooded her with various
“advisers”, now numbering 12,000. The US

Central Infelligence Agency maintains an invi- -

sible presence in all government establishments
at Vienliane, builds secret airficlds and bascs,
and prepares and carries out subversive acts.
The 30,000-strong “secret  army” - of General
Vang Pao is also a CIA creature, which necds
$250 million a yecar to keep. This is the army
on which Washinglon putls its stake in carrying
out ils “Vietnamisation” policy.

To achieve ils aims in Laos, lhe USA has
been making use of more than 20 batlalions of
Thai mercenarics, who act on the principle: kill
everyone -and burn and destroy cverything in
sight. But there is more to Thailand’s participa-
tion in the undeclared war against the Laotlian
pairiols: it also provides the Pentagon with
bases for the air war against the Laotians.

Acdrial warfare is a special aspect of the
US aggression against Laos. The US military
dropped their first bombs on her peaceful vil-
lages in May 1964. Since then, the US air force
has become much more active. Over the last
{hrece years alone, it has dropped about 3 mil-
lion tons of bombs on Laotian lerrilory. The
civilian population is being bombed with frag-
mentalion, napalm and pellet bombs, and other
latest “achicvements” of the US arms industry.
US bomber and fighter aircraft take part in all
{he operations launched by government troops,
Vang Pao’s bandits, other numerous mercena-

STATOTHR

ries and the CIA. Hundreds of planes owned by
the "Air America and the Continental Air Ser-
vices are engaged in ferrying troops and deli-
vering arms and ammunition.

At present, Washinglon’s policy in Laos has
shown some new tendencies. There are plans to
increasc—at least - to  double—Vang Pao’s
“sccret army” by including fresh detachments
of Thai mercenaries and subversive groups from
the Khmer-Krom nationality, recruited by the
CIA in South Vietnam. '

In February 1971, Washinglon made its first
attempt to use the army of the puppet Saigon
regime in exlending its aggression in Laos.
Southern Laos was invaded by over 40,000 US-
Saigon {roops under air cover from US helicop-
ters and B-52 bombers. What is more, US diplo-
macy and the CIA have been irying hard to
form another military bloc: the Saigon-Pnom
Penh-Bangkok-Vientiane  bloc.  This  would
amount to Laos’s membership of SEATO, the
bloc being used by Washington in its aggres-
sive Southeast Asian policy.

-But ncither bombs, shells, nor political guile
on lhe part of US imperialism and its stooges
can break {he people’s will. Led by the Patrio-
tic Front of Laos, which was set up 16 years
ago, the courageous people have been inflicting
one dcfeat after another on the apgressors and
their accomplices. Over the last 17 years, the
Laotian patriols have killed a larpe number of
US officers and men and something like 200,000
mercenaries, captured or put out of aclion about
64,000 weapons, and shot down over 2,200
aircraft.

The Laotian Patriotic Front is in control of
two-thirds of the country’s lerritory. In the libe-
rated arcas, {he foundations of a future demo-
cratic, neulral and independent state are being
laid. For example, despite the barbarous US
bombings, the threc-year national development
ptan for 1968-1970 was successfully carried out.
In agriculture, the line is to set up collective
labour groups, and the area under rice and other
agricultural crops has been enlarged. Over
1,200 hydro-installations have been built, which
have helped to irrigate 20,000 hectares of rice-
ficlds. Some 2,500 kilometres of new roads have |
been laid. Thus, the victories on the battle-field
have been backed by successes in labour. ‘

On the whole, the cevents in late 1971 and
carly 1972 have shown the Laotian patriotic
forces’ firm resolve to liberate the country from
the US aggressors and their henchmen. The
sympathies of the whole of progressive mankind
are on the side of the fighting Laotian people.

Y. MARUNOV
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—If, and we have every recson to believe it's true, the charges made -
in the Morch, 1972 issue of “Earth Magozine,” that the CIA is now, and has been in the
_past, dealing in the d-ve traffic, it's deplorable. Drugs and its danger was brought to the at-
tention of the American people of the National HERALD-DISPATCH newspapers in 1960, We
- pointed-out in our initia] drive agoinst depe, the fact that it destroys American youth.

Hence, if the CIA as charged and documented by “Earth Magazine” is dealing in the
‘dope traffic, they are singularly destroying a whole generation of American youth, Dope des-
troys the brain cell, it renders the individual, regardless of race, creed, or naticnal origin, use-
* less ond powerless to think clearly. Depe, as it was fed to American soldiers in Asia is despicable

and deplorable. In Asia America’s finest young manhcod was destroyed before being sent - into
battle in o senseless, useless, racist war. : ' : :

In the article titled “The Selling of the Cl A" text by Morten Kondracke, offers documen-
tation, photographs of former CIA spies. The spy was guoted, and we have no reason to believe
that Earth is lying on the CIA, that its history is a sordid one.

The HERALD-DISPATCH has been aware for a number of years that the CIA has had

" stooges in the universities and colleges throughout the nation where they recruit brilliant young

- -students. These students were used as spies to.overthrow the African and Asian countries, to
murder, assassinate, and destroy pecple. ' :

o S “Earth” cites facts that the CIA is involved in the opium traffic with the “fertile tri-
( R : . © . angle” in the border areas of Laos, Burma, Thailand and the Yunnan province of southern
' - China, They say, “‘abcut twenty-five percent of the heroin sold in America comes through this
- Southeast Asian channel. Ironically, the American taxpayer foots a six billion dollar o year bi
for running the depe—the CIA, an organization which answers to nobody, is intricately

Lo '.Aﬁprévé&-iFdffRelea"é’éﬁzzdo1*70ﬂm‘4>f;@v&wn#ﬁeb#sﬂkmoeoamwrotes. U.S. tox men
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C I A DOPE CALYPSO

by Allen Ginsberg (for Peter ﬁéle Scott)

IN NINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY SIX' | THE WHOLE OPERATION FELL INTO CHAOS

CHINA WAS WON BY MAO TSE-TUNG TIL THE U.S. INTELLIGENCE CAME INTO LAOS

. CHIANG KAI-SHEK'S ARMY RAN AWAY I'LL TELL YOU NO LIE I'LL SPREAD NO RUMOR

" AND THEY'RE WAITING THERE IN THATLAND TODAY  OUR BIG PUSHER THERE WAS SOUVANNA PHOUMA
SUPPORTED BY THEC I A : THREE STRONG PRINCES IN A POWER PLAY
PUSHING JUNK DOWN THATLAND WAY - BUT PHOUMA WAS THE MAN FOR THE C L A
FIRST THEY STOLE FROM THE MEO TRIBES TOUBY LYFONG HAD WORKED FOR THE FRENCH
UP IN THE HILLS THEY STARTED TAKING BRIBES  BIG FAT MAN LIKED WINE AND WENCH
THEN THEY SENT THEIR SOLDIERS UP TO SHAN _PRINCE OF THE MEOS GREW BLACK MUD
COLLECTING OPIUM TO SELL TO THE MAN OPIUM FLOWED THROUGH THE LAND LIKE A FLOOD
PUSHING JUNK IN BANGKOK TODAY 7 COMMUNISTSCAME AND CHASED THE- FRENCH AWAY
SUPPORTED BY THE C T A S0 TOUBY TOOK A JOB WITH THE C I A
BROUGHT THEIR JAM ON MULE TRAINS DOWN  AND HIS BEST FRIEND GENERAL VANG PHAO
TO CHIENG MAI THAT'S A RAILROAD TOWN RAN OUR MEO ARMY LIKE A SACRED COW
SOLD IT NEXT TO POLICE CHIEF BRAIN " HELICOPTER SMUGGLERS FILLED LONG TIENG'S BARS
HE TOOK IT TO TOWN IN THE CHOOCHOO TRAIN IN XIENG QUANG PROVINCE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS

£ L .

TRAFFICKING DOPE TO BANGKOK ALL DAY IT STARTED IN SECRET THEY WERE FIGHTING

SUPPORTED BY THE C I A ‘ - YESTERDAY
- o CLANDESTINE SECRET ARMY OF THE C T A

THE POLICEMAN'S NAME WAS MR. PHAO

~ HE PEDDLED DOPE GRAND SCALE AND HOW ALL THROUGH THE 'SIXTIES-THE DOPE FLEW FREE
.+ CHIEF OF BORDER CUSTOMS PAID THRU TAN SON NHUT SAIGON TO MARSHALL KY
{ BY CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE'S U.S. AID AIR AMERICA FOLLOWING THROUGH

TRANSPORTING CONFITURE FOR PRESIDENT THIEU
THE WHOLE OPERATION NEWSPAPERS SAY '
SUPPORTED BY THE C I A ALL THESE DEALERS WERE DECADES AND TODAY .
THE INDOCHINESE MOB OF THE C I A

HE GOT SO SLOPPY & PEDDLED SO LOOSE
HE BUSTED HIMSELF & CCOKED HIS GOOSE - g -- January 5, 1972
TOOK THE REWARD FOR AN OPIUM LOAD < . ' . .
SEIZING.HIS OWN HAUL WHICH SAME HE RESOLD

BIG TIME PUSHER A DECADE TURNED GREY
WORKING FOR THE C I A
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E. B. del Rosario

VV.AW.
Part One

n any given weekend night at the
Constellation Bar and Restaurant, even the
most casual tourist may find himself rubbing
elbows with agents of half a dozen countries.
These agents go under various official titles
and* capacitics, such as ‘“‘information
specialists,” *‘rural dgvelopmcnl technician,”

but most all of them
into one occupational

can . be placed

B category — espionage. The main attraction

e s g P ML g Al eyt L0 S 2 g 1 b AN T e DN
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-working hours,

_primitive
‘conditions for four to ten hours daily. As

of the Constellation is the agents, and not
the music or the food; for at Suzanne's
down the road, one can get better, especially
food. But since there's not much happening
in Vicntiane, and there’s few places to go to
hide, the Constellation becomes the center
of activity on weekends. After oficial
this little city by the
Mckhong River tries to become a miniature
Saigon but without the wartime condmons
of its bnggcr sister.

While the resident agents arc pursuing the
music, lights and slenderly built Lao
“puying,” another-group of men are busy
under bright flood lights at Wattay Airport,

working  hurriedly, but competently, to

rpepare silver unmarked airplanes for early
morring flights. At the ramps of Air
America and Continental Air  Services,
Filipino, Chinese, and Thai mechanics are
checking, adjusting, ‘tuning and
reassemblying every functional part of the
aircraft which must carry people and cargo
over the entire length of Laos. One by one,
the DC-3’s, C-46%, C-123’s, CAribous,
Pilatus,
checked and double checked, for these
planes must fly over some of the most
terrain and under primitive

each aircraft is released by the flight
mechanics, other men take over the

" preparation of the plane. Lao laborers hump ]
_hundred-pount sacks of rice or cornmeal up

the inclined belly of the C-46’s or cargo of
military wares- into the ~ Caribcus and
C-123%. !

Porters and Helio Couriers are

on

Before the first rays of sunlight break on the
chedis of Buddhist monasteris, -pilots are
receiving their briefmgs and assignments
from the operations sections. “Captina,
youre on Sixty Zulu this morning. Your
DZ’s arc Sixty-three, Eleven, Five and
One-Seven-Three. Weather is overcast at four

- thousand, broken at twenty-five hundred.

Double-check your recognition signal at Site
Five . .. the Pathet Lao took Site Thirteen
last night.” “Jim, take Fourteen Tango to

Lima Two-five and pick up‘customer cargo.”

Take offis at Zero-Six-Thirty.”

The tone of the voice of the briefer is as
casual as the night life” of the espionage
agents and as casual as a bus drive. The pilots
of the aircraft fly cargos that would horrify
the average United States citizen, the person

who™ must pay for "the - operations of teh

CiA’s airlines. In the scemingly innocent
briefing given to pilot Jim are words which
may open congressional investigations which
will make all other investigations into the
U.S. overseas operations seem trivial. Broken
down into layman’s language, the briefing
means, “'Jim, fly the C46 cargo plane to Ban
Houic Sai and bring back a load of opium.”
On a flight between Ban Houie Sai, a town

in the center of teh “Golden Triangle,” the

world's richest opium growing region, a C46
aircraft can carry between 12,000 to 14,000
pounds of opium. On some days, three or

four aircraft make such {lights out of Ban’

Houie Sai.

Note About the Author: Del Rosano was an
employee of Continental Air Scivices in
1967, As an “operations assistant " based out
of Vientiane, Laos, he was responsible for
the monitoring of all flights in Laos for that
ClA-financed transport corporation and for
the loading and unloading of all cargo. As an
associate to a British citizen studying the
languages of teh Mcg and Yao hill tribes in
the Golden Triangle, del Rosario was able to
learn nwch about the opium culture of the
region. On February 4, 1972, he testified in
San Francisco before representatives of the

national press and television networks about

his observations in laos. Parts of his
testimony will be appearing in the next
issuc. ) : .
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Earth's editor and publisher James Goode
charged that the ClA-supported Air America
airline is being used to ship opium from CIA
bases in Luos and Thailand. Goode cited an
article written by University of California -
professor Peter Dale Scott who said that
opium is grown by CIA -mercenaries,
including the Mco tribesmen, in Southeast

B Asia. According to Scott, the opium is then
¥ . shipped from the remote jungle areas aboard
" Air America planes. oL

A spokesman for Air America in
- Washington, D.C. also declined to comment
on the story. He would say only that Air
. America is a “non-domestic airline owned by
‘Americans which operates in Asia.” He said
he was unaware of any connections between
the airline and thé CIA.

Farth magazine’s March issue accuses the
CIA of controlling Air America — and
charges that the airline operation is
4 responsible for at least 25 percent of all
" heroin which reaches the United States.
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ded Goode: “I find it inconceivable !hai

£ the hierarchy of the CIA and other agencics

within our government have not cracked
" down on this source of smack.”

Goode "was asked about a suggestion voiced
earlier this week by Senator Hubert
Humphrey that the CIA be assigned the task
of investigating and stopping the flow of
.. illegal heroin.

Intelligence Agency is intimately involved in
743 the smuggling of millions of dollars worth of
] hcrom into the United States each year.

The magazine’s edntor James Goode
H annouiiced at a press conferencenin Sun
4 Francisco that the March issue O\l\l;‘tmh
b documents a web of alliances which coynect
opium-growing Southeast Asian farmers to
the CIA-sponsorcd Air America Airlines and
g biz money interests in the eastern United
3 States. Goode said that heroin-smuggling
i entanglements are carefully speiled out in an
jarliclc written by University of California
3 English professor Peter’ Dale Scott; Scott’s
i cight-page article traces the connection
;bctween opium growers, CIA operatives,
1 flights of ClA-controlled airlines and the
. 5 eventual delivery of heroin to the U.S.

¢ Goode further charged that the
ClA-supponc‘d Meo tribemen and other
opium growers located in Southeast Asia’s
,} “fertile' triangle™ are responsible for
Eanywhere “from 25 percent 10 80 percent of

all heroin traffic reaching the United
States.”

The magazine editor stated tht Scott’s article
was ‘‘clearly the most. dramatic
documentation of CIA complicity in heroin
trafficking yct published; but he added that

-1 years,
- done.”™
‘Goode announced that he was making all of
his evidence immediately available to United
States Senators — and that he is calling for a
.Senate investigation of the CIA's role in the
underground heroin market.

adding: “Yet nothing has been

Studies on the smack problem in the United
States have indicated that up to $5 billion
dollars is spent annually on heroin by
500,000 American addicts. More than half

( " of the money spent ecach year on the

purchase of heroin — or $2.5 billion — is
obtained through theft by addicts. Medical
authoritics report that heroin presently
caused more deaths to pcople between the

ages of 18 and 35 than do wars or capger or
car accndentsﬂpprovea, iE

Farth magazine charged that the Central ..!

" cargo, labeled as

‘the .CIA’s involvement in smack smuggling
has been suspected and reported about for

7 “Trat’s like appointing the SS to investigate \/
atrocitics at Dachau or Auschwitz,” Godde said.

A 78-ycar«old Seattle resident who worked
as a ‘“‘civilian  aide” to Continental Air

“Services in Thailand -and Laos testified in

San Franciscothat he witnessed opium being
loaded aboard ClA-sponsored aircraft. -

Enrique B. del Rosario said he watched as
“miscellaneous,” was put
aboard Air America planes at the Ban Houie
Sai base in Laos, and.at two other bases in

Thailand. Del Rosario said he had served as a |

“civilian understudy™ at the bases in
Southeast Asia between 1966 and 1970.

When asked if he was aciually employed at
the time by the CIA, del Rosario declined to
answer, insisting that he was not “permitted

0.” He added that his wife’and two children
are currently in Thailand — and said that he

did not want to say anything “which might
jeopardize their safety.” .

" However, del Rosario admitted that he had

wortked very closely with the Meo tribesmen
and other ClA-supported tribes, and that he
had seen literally “hundreds of acres of
cultivated opium fields planted by the
tribesmen.” Del Rosario said that the opium
was later harvested, and that he watched as
Air American planes landed at Thai and Laos
bases and loaded the “miscellaneous™ cargo
aboard. :

STATOTHR.

Del Rosano a former marine who served in’
Vietnam in 1964 and 1965, said that the

. opium growing was permitted by the Laos

and Thailand governments as long as there
was no outside pressure exerted. le
explained that, occasionally, a complaint
would be lodged about .the amount of
growing and smuggling, and that then the
‘government would move in and demand a

temporary halt to the opium cultivation,

CIA PDERIES
The Central Intelligence Agency has refused
to comment on charges voiced by Farth
magazine that the CIA *is deeply involved in
the smuggling of herom into' the United
States.”

A spokesman for the CIA, assistant director .
Angus Thuermer, insisted .to farth News

that the intelligence agency ‘“never
comments on any charges or complaints
made against the CIA.” Thuermer added,
however, that CIA director Richard Helms
had specifically denied any CIA connection
to the trafficking of heroin during a speech
he made to newspaper editors in
Washington, D.C. early last year. At that
time, Helms, in reply to charges that the CIA
was involved in moving opium from
Southeast Asia to the United States,
said: . “We ‘know. we are not. contributing to
that problem.”.

(Ed, Note: Further information on CIA
involvement in the opium trade is contained
in an article by Enrique B. del Rosario in
this issue of THE SOUND. )
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LEET

- . By D, E. Ronk

_i " Bpecial to The Washington Post |
£ VIENTIANE, Laos.. Feb.
A7—A Laotian task force has
mounted a major counter-of-
fensive into the Plain of Jars
area 100 miles northeast of Vi-
“entiane in an effortto relieve
heavy enemy pressure on the
‘Long Cheng-Sam Thong defen-
.,sive  line, highly reliable
[sources in Vientiane say.

A force of several thousand
heung and lowland
Lao irregulars was "secretly
maneuvered into attack posi-
tons around the upland plain
during the past 11 days, and is
now attacking enemy troop!
lconcentrations and ‘ supply

.+points in the area 20 miles

" 'northeast - of Long
Sources here deseribe the ef-"

Cheng.

fort as designed to break up a
‘major offensive threat by
North Vietnamese troops
against the Laptian govern-
.ment’s northern front.

' The precise location of the
task force’s various elements
and the results of early action
are not available here because
of tight security on the opera-
tion and the scattered nature

1

7 S ERSRDPso
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ville valley area 10 to 15 miles

supported intelligence patrols
say they have located enemy
supplies for the current push;
against Long Cheng and Sam:
Thong, . ;

Other objectives of the task’
force are supply routes run-;
ning southward across the
plain from its northeastern
corner and the artillery posi-
tions on the southernmost
end. . )

The Laotian task foree is
the first major olfensive ac-
tion by progovernment troops
:in the Plain of Jars since com-
Imunist forces captured it from
General -Vang Pao’s army in
1ate December after 48 hours
‘of battle. From the plain the
communist force then moved

STATOTHR
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taken up by its troops over the
gast of the plain where CIA- gast two wecks. The attack

plan appears to have been ac-
complished. ;
. To maintain secrecy before
the attack, even supply drops
to most of the task force were
suspended during the entire
period. Some units were sup-
plied with food by quiet-flying
Air America planes bhut only .
with limited amounts. Ammu-
nition resupply was not re-
quired,.sources sday, hecause of
lack of contact with the enemy.
Reliable sources here say
that command of the opcre-
tion was given to Gen. Thao
Ly, commander of irregular
(forces in southern Laos, who
is considered a highly compe-
tent soldier by most observers

.against the strategie Long

here, Aside from the Meo vet-

-Cheng base, forcing its evacu- .erans at Long Cheng, Thao-
ation as headquarters for the Ly’s 1ircops at Savannakhet
CIA an:l \\;angAPao’s grO-gOV- are considered the  best in
ernment Meo Army Commu- . :
nist forces briefly occupied I;‘i(:)s.sThao Ey maly .Jom his
Long Cheng itself in mid-Janu- ps on the plain soon,
sources here say. :

ary, but were forced into the .
hills between the base and|| L¢ Protect Long Cheng.it-
{self while the task force was

plain, .where they have been maneuvering into place and
preparing for what U.S, mili-) beginning its attack, troops

of the attacks, but sources say
the attacks have undoubtedly

disrupted any inténtions of|another major assault on the]
Vietnamese to;

the North
launch heavy attacks on Loug
.Cheng and its sister village of
ISam Thong. o

. A number of attack posi-
tions have beern established
across the southern end of the

irregular force began moving
out from.Long Cheng on Feb.
_ Among the military objec-
tives, aceording to reports in
Vientiane, are limestone caves
in the deep Xieng Khouang-

-Approved For Release

‘about 6,000 infantrymen, are

¥ nen ‘believed poised to the north 3
30-square-mile plain since the and east of Long Cheng and ;oberation onto the Plain of

tary observers here feel wil be || from southern Laos, including
a substantial number of Thais
. ; were flown int -
hase. The base area is the Key {sam Thong, ! ;\f’ogzogfg tﬁgegi
to the Royal Lao government’s called Thai irregulars in Laos
entire nor‘thern front. —upwards of 9,000—are be-
-Ant e?txmated ) three regi- |lieved to be among those now
ments of North Vietnamese, or holding  the northern front,

‘There are no Thais with the

iSam Thong. ‘Idars, ipformed sources here
From 10 to 12 130MM field lsay.” .
guns, with a range of 17 miles, 4 lthohgh- information on

are in place to the east o , .
iLong Cheng. These are thg the operation was kept in the

forces - . . .highest secrecy, at least four

th ¢ 1 that the operation into." ) cwsmen in Vientiane learncd
e Plain of Jars is attempting ; ili

to disrupt. The task force's i about it the day military

tention was to prepare in se. forces left Long Cheng when

eret for simultaneous attacks Meo tribesmen in the capital

2001/08/04-GIA-RDHSTTEIRD AP HIDN001-6

soldiers involved the gewsmen
withheld publication of the

hmnrer Lo o o o1 T
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’ ’ ' The New York Times/Nancy Moran
LAOTIANS ON THE MOVE: Soldiers board plane at Ban Xon, Laos, for flight to Long Tieng, a base operated by
the,Central Intelligence Agency that was recently under siege, The Alirline, Air America, is also suppotted by C.LA.

FirSt‘Congressional Restraints Are Imposed on C.LA.

.
I
1

T Iforts of Senitors Clifford P.fcumvention - of Congressional and Appropriations committees
By BENJAMIN WELLES j!Case,FRepéxblican }of New eJr-lintent 1':}1l the 1f]undiyg of activi- :plus four members of the For-
Special to The New York Times |sey;: Frank Church, Democratities suc as the Thal troops in g tions ittee. It {
WASHINGTON, Feb. 12—The lOf Idaho, and Stuart Syming-;Laos through C.LA. rather than gsuin OP::: tonwa(iglfxn X:‘:etx.eillli;:
foreign aid authorization bill, 'ton. Demacrat of Missouri. ~ ‘through more open Government ;agegcy's activities
signed by President Nixon on They are members of the|agencies.” Under Senator Stennis’s di-
Monday, “includes for the first Foreign Relations Committee. | “It would also,” he said, rection, however, it did not
time in a quarter-century new :Together with the committee’s| “‘e]iminate the possibility that, meet at all in lg'fl—to the an-
controls on the operations, cost i{Chairman, J, W. Fulbright,!the_Cooper-Church prohibitions noyance of Senators from the
and personnel of the Central |\Democrat of Arkansas, they.against the use of American-Fofejon Relations Committes
Intelligence Agency. thave protested increasingly in troops or advisers in Cambodia who gontend that C.LA. activi.
The controls, which thus fari'recent months that Congress | could be skirted by using C.LA, ties around the worl'duir;timate-
have attracted little public at-| has too little knowledge of, let ipersonnel.” . | 1y and sometimes decisively af.
tention, are the first to be‘ alone control over, the agency’s Stennis Thelr Irritant | fect the conduct of Unitn
jadded since Congress creaoted| activities, particularly in South.| o, N . States foreign polic -
the agency through the Na-| east Asia, | The ire of ine committee The havg n(?w m%ved to by-
tional Security Act of 1947, a,  Senator Case urged on July|/members is reported to be less ass genator Stennis and %’0
measure that wsa amended in|12 a tightening of restrictions):23ainst the C.LA. itself than pain some control over. tha
49, , over the Defense Department’s| 23ainst Senator John C. Sten- ‘ag ency’s funds, personnel anq
This act exempts the 'CIA|use of its funds overseas and|nis, Democrat of Mississippi, ac%tivit};es b \’vrIi)tein controls
from most fiscal and personnel; over its power to transfer “sur-| Chairman of the Armed Serv- linto the aid}l,)ill Som%: Con rcsii
controls imposed on other fed-| plus” military material to other ‘CCIS Committee and of. the so- sional sources sa howive,
eral agencies. Funds, personnel: United States agencies. Mr.| called “Oversight Committee 'Athat there are stilly Toooholes,
and material voted by Congress. Case insisted that the C.IA. be. for the agency. The Oversight | ; :

g ) ; - ! ; ; Specifically, according to
to other agencies, such as the Included in the restrictions lest Committee  comprises senlor| =-bLCl einli
Defense D%partment, can, for United States involvement in Members of the Armed Serces-leglf]a]twe i;;emahs; S -tt};le nfexiv
€xample, be switched legally to Cambodia  develop surrepti- f:;ixrxgsat‘c%nsf cduire the 0_'

the C.1. A, itiously, as he said it had in
The controls were inserted at Laos. R
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- pelican lay

- back

[ACIR AR AT
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DoN STRACHAN .

Beorge el varcis 100 in 2 era fast
vous igaoraniof eaclegy. Thus he was wule
{ofauinsize awhole i vletariat seomeni of
e pepulaiion ihet was immune to e
doomrr'ay carne2s ¢f the main characters of

e Slutr ind its ainiens.

chl..,f\ eknowkbettor thatwe arz all Ona,
Wienbionirose Chemicals guinps DOT by
thotoninto Los Anszles Harkor, the bravn
segnswincutunells and pasces
from -lke perade. vihen consumiative
Americans build and drive — what, &0
millign? — cars, the ¢round is pumned
hollew and its conicafs dispersed into the
air, When cepitalism beeomes the system
under vihich goods are cistributed, men

_ceascta be brothers ard their minds turn

alfure os

fremco-operationto erime aud w
ways cf relating fo each oiner.

Thus it cofnes as no suirprise that the
Marrchissue of Earih masazine docuraents
{hat the CIA has been involved in cpivm
traffic in Southeast Asia for the past 20

‘years. .

And it is understandable th iat. r|roh
from this innocent exploitation ef soutt=ast
Asian grovwers and pickers. have washsed
thome, Overcrowded Veterans’
Hospitels are turning junkie ex-Gls away
end  strung-out  adolescents  wander
vacantly undar neon lighis. They must pay
withtortured and shortenad lives — smack
presently 1=%es more 18- to 35-vear-olds

- thenwaer, cancer or cars — vihile some of

us feel it <o far only in the £2.5 billion
]urkles stezl annually to feed ihnlr hzbits,
in vice sqcad and hospital budgets.

The mnsnncrlrmnnimj article in Eorth
is by Prof. Feter Dale Scott, a friend of
Allen  Ginsberg. Gunsherg's own
researches into ClA opium traffic were
21«'4'.:-:. 10 dast lasy's Raemparte, ""d )
Sy meial chitoa ine fx‘((.vuu' thehayr,

Soeti’s articly traces how cer lain .‘\':.H
Swrectinierests tral conlr mlej the CiAin
ils ezriydays usedit to st up far Eastern
fronts for nnancial op..ratiuns. Cra. of
these front compardns  — Civil  Air
Trensport (CAT), Istzr krown as Air
Amiericz = surplied: arms and. ciner
suopiies to the Rationalist Chinese troops
of Scawral Li 3 in Burrna, -

Letdi eadhis troopc longagsoezsed up on
their fighting and {urned 1o ine more
!ucr.mv" busiuoso of copium -farring.
Morcover, in urder to maintain political
links \m!n secret Chinecg societies and
keep thom hastile fo Mao’s revolution, they
tuok over the opium traflic in nor‘h\,rn
Yhailend znd Laos, Air America continu-~

3N

tomake “supply runs'’ flying opium and lis.

derivative, heroin, around the worid,
To second Scoit's researches, - Carth
heldaprcss conference last week at which

EnrnqunB dal Rosario, aformer *‘civilian

Eohwee aly MO

THE STAFF
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Th~|l=nd and Laos reported seeing ozium
loaded choard Al rAmenca plenes in Laos
and Thailand. Del Hosario stated that he
had seen cultivated opium fields plented by
Meatribesmen. He said thatthe opium was
iater harvesled, lebeled “‘misceitanecus”’
cargo, and loaccd into Air America planes
at military bases.

Scolt's article asserted that in 1955
atone 200 to 400 lons of opium were
harvesied in the. Burma-Leos-Thailand
“ferhile triangle,”’ 2nd only 1¢0 tons of it
vicre consumed in Thaitend. He quotes
Eiol Marshall's estimate in The New
Fepuilic nat 25 percend of ali the smack in
mn U.S. comes from there.

""Up until about 1564, hov&ever, the
Urniod Slstes | ccmp!amed«ufficially and
Jw.auuoasly o the UM Morcotics

Commission about *Yunnan opnurn * ‘brand
"9237 marphing’ 2nd heroin from ‘the
Chinase'mainland’ aspart of Peking's *20-
year piantofinance political activities and
spreagd eddiction,” ' Scott writes, while
astinninling that mdeno many of thre profits
ire sm(ck sale’ went to finance the
Faticaiatist China .lobby in Washington
vich, uistil Jastyear, successfully barred -
Arcertron recegnilion” of thie  largest
Lottty in the world,

L3 is careful not to blow up the
el venahity of a US construction
ai¢ rm,nlot dubblinginopiumon the
m 0 @ Bianket condampation of the

: ClAas an agency, it is true,
<« ol be deatitied with the narcotics
e l1an ¢2n the wiole of the
Sownnlang,” hewrides; sndhe admits that
o emiharrascind links bazlween Air
riveiica and CATCL (Air America) have

Gegpr

oo .
L SN

been diminished jn the last five years.-.

"But,’” ha concludes, "'{he opium-bascd
cccncm,lc.fL:o s stii] being prot >cted Dy
a coaliticn of o‘mm-"rowmg ClA
merconaries, Air Americaplanes end Thai
trocps.'”” And Farth editor Jomes CGoode
anarily points cut how corrustion abroad
has brought disaster back home:

“The ClAhzlpednut curkids in Vietnam
and CIA hercin trafiic {urned tham on to
srnack,”” he scid at the presas canfzrence.
““Andwe’repayingthe CIA§S billion a year
for these services.' - ‘ :

Scoil’'s article, althouc,h unforiunately -
peppered with ruraors, ‘it is claimed’s”’
and “‘said 1o be’s,’’ like most muckraking

“exposes is unassatlably documented znd

almost unrcadably intricate. Its basic
premise scems sound. Anyway, Ibelieve it, |
ifonly because itfits the zeityeist. As they
say ai another of those’ ‘untrustworthy
threo-letler institutions — IBM  —.
information - overlozd equals patiern
racognition. The amcunt of * ofiicial
';ulduggery tohitthefoninrecentyears is:

‘gide’ {0 Co $s"N : 0”&17@??'5?@&61
" 1o coAipproved hendelease 2%%7231?2¢OTHR -

Hﬁ" ﬂ‘*\ rz fr ;q‘\

: th'xse irreqular ¢

ava il "’“‘,‘r el
lﬁﬁ] Udddudddt
CIA istrafficking emzck, 1I'd be sur')rlsed
to learn it wus not so.

To me, the rrost enlichtening cormment-
cen the CIA’s workings appears in a
.companion article in Farth, "' The Selling of
the CIA," by Vicior Marchetti, a former
executive assistant io the number tivo man
in the CIA. “"It's inle re%inq how t‘,e CiA
liberals justify murier,” he writes. "' Thay
hire the quy whohires the guy who aciually
commils the act, but they pretend tney nad
no part in it."" - . .

This indirect inhumanity is most
certainly a national,.and maybe a human,
failing. It's been reifnrated over znd over
inconiectionwithtne Vietnamwar: we are
alt quilly if we somuch aspurticipatein the
economic system or pay our {axes.
Capitalism: the economy is dependent on
he war; crime: cupitatism touches lie
co"rpehhw ethic; war: the emcnalon of
crime by legat means,

It's soeasyto lose signt of connections.”
Whenlwas akid, assiniple a thir‘g assn ice
cream cone brought instant joy. i doesn’t
r.ow; andwhatce as"ﬁ!moqtnothm:, Lniess
I'm. stoned or freling recliy gaod, |- do
noticAthatifl getupbrisiiyintnoe morning,
do my yoga, kezp busy .and alert and
exorci°0m{ rmind, incve a genzral feeling
of well-being; ana that if 1'm slucgish and
lazy | become desperdent and degrassed.
But | discover his only {hrouch
recollection intrancuillity; | con’t fesl the
directconnection. Shriniis call this losing
touchwithyour feelings, but if it's a mental
rrcblem we all Jwre ithe sicenoss. |t
comes, sunpose, partly fremcging, perily
frora cubicral ¢amends for insensidvity.

So it gees mn our reiatiors v sach
other. We're ruda to the weitress wil=out
thinking that she’ll qo homie wisved .nd
holler at her kid who will tezt up his
brothor viho will.. .. Wz drive cars aad
. complain auout the pain in cur juags. Voo
commit pelty larceny from cur zing

who after all is exploiting us :n,w.u but
we draw lines, howover jagged and

,arbitrary they may be.

 The only difierenca | can sze batizen
noral Bounzaries wid e
:mmorahty of the miilionaire cpium czars
who feel no compunctions zbout poissning
andmur(wrmgthcurfelio JIG2NIR 90Uy o
keep up their consumptive and tyranaical
habits is that the villzins have questioned
the capriciousness and hvpeerisy of those
lines. Why preaci etmml vegetaricniam
while conirlhutmg to lne daaths of refugons
by paying taxes {o back dictatorial
governments? V/hy cry for cleaner air on
newsorintwhichpeonle will burp? Vi




Approved For Release 203-;3 08/015 EGiA];

ot

The amezmg i”we siwy

of the cm S seemﬁ‘ war
agamei ﬁej Chma

By L. FLETGHER PHDUTY

mountains when the Air
: Force cargo plane finally
approached the Pikes Peak
country from the west. Wearily,
‘it seemed, the aircraft crossed
the south shoulder of the peak,
turned left, dropped flaps and
began the long, gradual descent
to Peterson Field which serves
both -as an Air Force base and
" the municipal airport of Colora-
do Springs.

The landing was uneventful.
.Butfrom that point some strange
things happened.

The aircraft, a heavy-bodied

. C130 powered by four turbo-
- prop engines, taxied to a remote
end of the field rather than to the
regular ramp. A military bus
quickly pulled up alongside.

If any outsider had been there
to witness some 20 men. disem-
bark, he would have been told
they, were soldiers from India
scheduled for training at nearby
F{. Carson under a military aid
program. '

But the troops weren’t Indians
and they never got to Ft. Carson.

The loaded bus headed west-
ward out of Colorado Springs,
.up the Ute Pass highway, and
disappeared into the night.

. During ‘the months that fol-
lowed, other men like those in
" the first ¢

- odically in

r \qIGHT HAD obscured the

‘EMPIREMA

WP§9A°1’8%|3£

. The author, L.- Fletcher Prouty, is
.a retired Air Force colonel who is

now with the Center of Political Re-

~ STATOTHR
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the same mysterious manner
and vanished into the mountains.

The identity of these men and -

the nature of their mission
makes a fascinating story — and,
in some respects, a frightening
one — with vast international
implications. Recent develop-
ments in relations between the
United States and Communist
China, which portend so much
for an era of peace, give that
story a special timeliness. The
details of this operation are

Teported here for the first time.

To understand what this hush-
hush operation was all about, it
is necessary to set the time,
which was August 1959, and to
recall the ominous twilight zone
— neither peace-nor war — into
which relations between East
and West ‘had drifted in that
period. With an eye toward the
successful culmination of his
two-term administration, Pres-
ident Eisenhower announced a
series of international events
leading to a super-Summit Con-
ference in Paris during May
1960.

The Korean War had settled
into an uneasy truce six years
earlier, in 1953. The Berlin Wall

1961. At the moment the point of
East-West friction was at a most

vbarRoPREIas e, 200403104 ; ClARDPE64601RO0090D

olorado Springs in mythlcal land to most Americans ing for India would have had to

search in Washington, D.C.

“who connecte

it vaguely w1
Ronald Coleman -movie about
Shangn-la

There is nothmg mythical
about Tibet. It is an ancient
country with an area four times
that of Colorado, separated from
India to the.south by the Hima-
layan Range, many- of whose
peaks are twice as tall as Colora-

do’s highest mountains. The

country’s average elevation is
about 15,000 feet. Soon after the
Communist * government took
over control of China in 1949,
Peking announced its intentions
of “liberating” Tibet. In October
1950 Chinese. Communist troops
invaded it.

Tibet’s spiritual and temporal
leader, the Dalai Lama, then only
15 years old, urged his people not
to resist. The Chinese in turn left
the Dalai Lama alone. But by
February.of 1959 it became evi-
dent the Chinese intended to

‘seize him to gain undisputed

control over that country.
Forewarned, the Dalai Lama
and about 80 of his followers fled
Lhasa, the capital city on March
17, 1959, heading for the safety of
India. The Chinese were not
aware of the Dalai Lama’s
departure for several days. They

" was still two years in the future, had been lulled by the fact that

there were only two good route§
out of Lhasa, both under Chmese

0900048/an leav-
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 Official US. Se

. By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
i " Star Staff Writer
.. VIENTIANE — U.S. official
secrecy in Laos continues to a
considerable extent, despite
some recent relaxation of
press restrictions by the U.S.
Embassy here.
.. American sources said some
influential U.S. officials in Vi-
entiane still believe secrecy is
the best policy and can’t bring
themselves to open informa-
tion doors more than a crack.
“Part of it is they are afraid
of the limelight focusing on
this place, and they feel they
don't want to bow to any press
or Senate pressures. Secrecy
is s0 deeply ingrained here it’s

_ become a habit.” one-said.

i ‘Small Step at a Time’

Other Americans said the
U.S. mission to Laos is split on
‘press policy "and, therefore,
‘any improvements will come
‘“‘only one small step at a
time Some encouraging
steps have been taken.

On Jan. 19, a press group

. representing. U.S. wire serv«

jces, national dailies and tele-

./ vislon was allowed into Long

Cheng, the CIA, U.S.AF. base
75 miles northeast of Vientiane
which have been off limits to
all but a few of the U.S. press
since the start of its operation
in late 1962,
U.S. officials who normally
,work there were present, and
they went about their business
pretty much as usual, without
hiding. Later, Air America
crewmen who say they long
"have been under instruction to
keep their mouths shut, talked
openly about combat experi-
i ences, . .

Ground Rules Outlined l

All this was done under a
saries of quite sensible ground
rules given to the press on
deep background. Ground
rules were that U.S. personnel
supporting irregular . troops
are not to be filmed, photo-
graphed or otherwise identi-
fied by name or function. They
may, however, be quoted or

referred to as U.S. officials. j

The Rules were acceptable to
most of the press because they
meant the press would have

Laos w
dropping any mention of U.S.

'i.ntelligencé " bodies. It was

WASHINGTON STAR
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specified also on deep back-
ground that the press could
describe what a *“U.S, officlal”
was doing. ' .
A second press trip was per- {ary pressure on Long Cheng
mitted to Long Cheng last made it practically unusable
week, and during this it be- as a base for covert U.S. mili-
came evident that official se- "tary activities, and there are
crecy still was very much few places left in-Laos to
around. .- which the United States could
. move to be out of reach of
Trip by Copter both the North Vietnamese
As in the first visit, the and the U.S. press.
press went ud in a helicopter  Another possible reason is
chartered from Air America that the Uiited States has al-
and flew to Long Cheng ac- ready overspent the ceiling of
companied by US. officials $350 million allowed by Con-
and a Lao general. . gress to fight the war here,
Although combat action has and U.S. Ambassador G.
shifted from the Long Cheng McMurtrie Godley is prepar-
area, newsmen were takento ing a request for additional
the same places as ontthe prtg- money.
vious trip. Requests to go S ' . ano
other places were turned down c{,,fgfgscsy inhefhi giit ag%%re;g
on the grounds gtgreel&elimpters continue it could mean Con-
. es ition-
reﬁ};équ:tstfg’nghié;gpgﬂfgg*’ gfui dxsv.ould not vote addition
n r. AI ()
night was agreed to by Meo mmffgsﬁferg;ﬁ;:f&c;f lifgg
commander Vang Pacand t0p ‘secrecy has benefited no one
U.S. officials and then sudden- put Hanoi. Secrecy meant the
ly{géect‘fgt‘ that all newsmen‘ US. press was impelled to un-
wanting to go to the Long cov?r tw_what was going on, con-
Cheng area were made to go cenwralng on US. m liary ac-
too th th d ¢ivities here and less on the
ogether on the Same Gay much larger Hanoi milita
pgcked well1 in advance, and ,.tivities g Ty
that a single newsman is not Despité all this. much secre-
allowed to go to the area OB " romaing. The U.S. govern-

gfﬁtl;'r aﬁ%&gte;rﬁ?gngc;g; ment still is not admitting that
and Vientiane, can only give many of the Thai forces fight-
rise to suspicion that the U.S. 1ng in Laos paid for and some-
is sanitizing the area on speci- It‘ggﬁf lefli‘hb}’ Americans, are
oy b e o Ty
5 - 1 . s
PresS e Ptoooed, " _officials still insist on calling
ing secrecy nas SLoppec. " them “voluntesrs.”
_ Reasons Given " The U.S. still does not admit
U.S. officials here sai_d that to all American casualties in
U.S. air transport is limite

q Laos. It will give air casual-
and in great demand, and that ties on U.S. missions origin-
a continuous flow of press in

ating in Laos, but not from the
ihe area would waste the time 7th Fleet, Vietnam or Thai-
of U.S. officials and others.

1‘a%dsand downed in Lzos.
Aircraft leaving Vientiane; -S. air attaches here refuse
however, often have one or to talk to the press. Saigon
two empty spaces and Van 5veS Somie of the US. air
Pao and U.S. officials would losses but no details of the
not have to lay on elaborate

sorties, . .
T .
briefings for cne or two people U.S. forward air controllers
who are interested in report-

and combat airmen continue

various reasons why secrecy p. .= .
has been lifted even to a small o0, & force TTT 28s some-

of ¢

.. fe b controllers,  do not car
that North Vietnamese mili pppariaan Tarkings. Ty

in

crecy Persists

These craft fly in various
Southeast Asian countries, but
can hbe flown by pilots of many
nationalities, and it is not
clear just whose air force they
belong to and U.S. aid officials
cover up corruption among lo-
cal gove\rnm'ent officials.

ors SoydheRe b Refehse 2001/03/04 . RIS 0A858500900090001-6
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. A" University of California
. professor, a magazine publish-
“er and a former civilian aide

n Thailand and Laos have

' /;gined to charge that the Cen-

+ tral Intelligence Agency (CIA)
! of the United States Govern-
ment is involved in the deadly
traffic in opium in Southeast

. Asia.

Peter Dale Scott, professor
of Tcdevar-Tistory at U.C,
-said wealthy New York in-
_vestment interest collaborated
. with the CIA in sefling up Air
i American, a Taiwan-based

airline, established after the.

. fall of China. lle claims the
- firm is a front for the opium-
.- dealings. - ' :

Scott said the CIA’s alleged

- involvement is more than just
" {o shore up the economy of
the countries of Southeast

Asia. . .. :
. “While the goal is not the
" infusion (of drugs) into the GI

ranks, if the opium trade were
“not built up as it is the prob-.
" lem would not be nearly so:
* geute as it is,” he told a press
. conference at the San Fran-
: eisco Press Club. He is the au-

-, thor of a soon fo be published
- book titled ‘‘War Conspiracy.”

" Enrique B. del Rosario, a
former civilian aide in Thai-
land and Laos and now Te-
gional coordinator for Viet-
-pam Veterans Against the.
War, said he worked closely -
with Meo tribesmen and had
_seen cultivated opium fields
; Planted by the tribesmen. He

said the opium later was har-
vested and that he watched it
being put into warehouses op-
erated by wealthy Chinese at
Pan Houie Sai base in Laos as
late as 1967. -

He said he couldn’{ give any
specific evidence of CIA com-
plicity in the heroin traffic,
adding, somewhat cryptically,

“I can’t say more. It depends

‘STATOTHR

on the future.”

He indicated he was not
afraid for his life, but that he
has a wife and two children
still living in Thailand.

James Goode, ecditor and
publisher of Earth magazine,
whose March issue details the
alleged involvement of the

CIA in the dope traffic, said

the area des¢ribed by Del Ro-

T

1 2
arged
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sario produces only two prod- °

ucts, chili peppers and opium.

“The onty possible product
air liffed out-of there would be
cpium, and the CIA controls
90 per cent of the airlines,” he
declared. .

He said he did not know
where the suit will be filed or
how much money it would
seek. . . -
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¢ This is the type of advertiaing going on.
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PRESS RELEASE ON'THE CONTENTS OF THE MARCH, 1972 TESUE OF EARTH MAGAZINE

FOR RELEASE: FEBRUARY 4, 1972 STATOTHR

'HEROIN: SOME AMAZING LINKS BETWEEN THE CIA,

THE MAFIA, CHINESE NATIONALIST OFFICERS --

Y——

AND A FEW BANKS AND INSURANCE COMPANIES

STATOTHR

vAccbrding to dét;iled evidence in the March issue of EARTH magazine, the CIA

is involved in opium traffic from the "fertiié triangle" in the border areas

* of Laos, Burma, Thailand and the Yunnan prdvince of sputhern China. About .
_twenty-five percent of the heroin sold in América comes through this Southeast
Asian channel Ironlcally, the Amerlcan taxpayer foots a six billion dollar a
year bill for running the dope -- the CIA, an organlzatlon whlch answers to no-_
bedy, is 1ntr1cate1y involved in the flow of opium out of the Asian hills and
'into the.United-States. U.S. tax money started Air America, the largest a1r11ne
in Southeast Asia, used to supply and malntaln opium growers, and also used - for
smuggling opium out of the trigngle to Saigon and Hong Kong. The CIA claims
other reasons for their huge operations, but as EARTH magazine poinﬁs oqt in
Berkeley professof.Peter Dale Scott's tborough arficle, the agency is party to

~ pushing dope around thé‘wqud. | h |
Scott's grticle,‘supported by ocver 80 footnotes, is"especially sobering in that
. it reveals a set of international alliances ranging from Chiang Kai Shek's

‘brother-in-law to members of the Royal Laotian family to Wall Street lawyers

§

. ' o ) " (continued.;.)
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. By Richard E. Ward -
. President Nixons latest “*plan to end the war

. now™ is
. proven to be yet another hoax by the administration's

! efforts to salvage its puppet regime in Laos.

©--On Jan, 19, a selected group of U.S. journalists was
-brought into Laos by the CIA contract airline. Air
America, tor the first officially authorized view of the

once topsecret U.S. base at Long Chieng.

The base has been under siege by forces of the Lao
Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao) for more than a month
during one of the most }mportunt battles in the long
struggle between liberation forces and U.S.-backed mili-
tary elements. '

In other recent br'iefings.‘U.S. officials have largely

lifted the remaining secrecy about U.S. military opera-
tions in Laos being directed by the CIA.

. CIA operations in Laos and elsewhere in Indochina
are not new. As early as 1950, French officials detected
a U.S. effort to use intelligence operatives posing as
economic aid officials to undercut the French and to
develop a pro-U.S. miilitary and political base in Indo-
china. French suspicions were not unfounded. as the
CIA established the Ngo Dinh Diem fascist regime in
South Vietnam between the time of the French defeat at
Dienbienphu in May 1954 and the signing of the Geneva
Accords on July 20 of that year. .

This CIA effort to maintain the Diem regime caused
the war that has continued to the present and which has
been extended by the U.S. to the whole Indochina
peninsula. Eventually, CIA control of U.S. military
operations in Vietnam was transferred to the Defense
Department. but the CIA still directs ground operations
of U.S.-backed forces in Laos and it controls a portion
of U.S. activity using planes of Air America anpd
Continental Airlines. :

With pilots paid $40.000 per year, the U.S. planes
bring supplies to the ClA-directed armed forces in Laos,
spot targets for U.S. bombers and carry out a variety of
other operations, including the maintenance of assassina-
tion teams and espionage bascs in the liberated zone,
now comprising three-fourths of the country.

During the 1960s. the CIA created a secret army that

at its peak had nearly 40,000 mercenaries; mainly of the-

Meo minority. under the command of Gen. Vang Pao.
From 1968 to the present this army has been suc-

more than 4000. The U.S. has attempted to make up for

-activities in Laos, at least since 1963

these losses by introducing large numbers ot ClA-com-

manded Thai mercenaries, whose exact number remains
unknown. but is estimated at 5000-10,000. In recent

-weeks. top U.S. military leaders in Southeast Asia have

gone -to Bangkok and Vientiane to arrange a further
augmentation of Thai mercenaries in Laos.

With recent Pathet Lao victories at the Plain of Jars,
the Bolovens plateau and in other areas, and the
continuing siege at Long Chieng, the situation confront-
ing the U.S. in Laos has never been more acute. The
military ‘usefulness of the Long Chieng CIA base has
been ended. although the battle there continues with the
remnants of Vang Pao’s troops reinforced with Thai
mercenaries and forces of the Royal Laotian army, also
completely U.S.-financed. - : -

The latest reports from Laos state that the Pathet Lao
forces hold the initiative and have the capability of
maintaining a long siege, despite heavy U.S. bombings
against the liberation forces encircling Long Chieng.
Because of the heavy fighting U.S. journalists could not
land and had to survey-the battle scene at Long Chieng
from the air; . ]

They saw the battered remains of what was once one
of the largest military installations in Laos, including the
former headquarters of the CIA's secret army, an airstrip
and a town housing about 30,000 civilian dependents of

" the mercenaries. The dependents have been eyacuated.

but reportedly about 6000 pro-U.S. forces are still trying
to prevent a complete defeat that could have shattering
effects on the morale of the remaining U.S.-backed
forces and the Vientiane puppet regime itself. -

About the only remaining “secret™ about U.S. opera-
tions in Laos was the name of CIA station chief. The
Pathet Lao radio, however, revealed that he is Hugh
Tovar, officially the first secretary in (he U.S. embassy.

In the past, Western correspondents in Vientiane,
including Americans, have had to keep some of their
knowledge of CIA or other U.S. activities to themselves
or risk expulsion or possibly imprisonment by the
puppet authorities. _ S .

Prominent Laotian opponents of U.S. intervention in
Vientiane have faced almost certain imprisonment and in.
some cases death. For example, Quinim Pholscna. un
authentic neutralist and foreign minister of the tripartite
government of national union established in 1962, was
assassinated in Vientiane in 1963 by rightist henchmen
of the CIA, according to the Pathet-Lao. That assassina-
tion effectively ended the coalition government ig
Vientiane, which since 1964 has been completely domi- .
nated by the U.S..Prince Souvanna Phouma, prime
minister of the Vientiane regime, who claims to be a
neutralist, has sanctioned all the U. S. interventionary

The only conceivable reason for the U.S. Secrecy was
to hide from the American people that the U.S, was
intervening in Laos in total viclation of the 1954 and
1962 Geneva accords on Laos. The secrecy was part of
the U.S. propaganda effort to-disguise U.S. aggression in
Indochina behind charges against North Vietnam. The
U.S. bombing of Laos, which begun in May 1964 and
was not officially admitted by Washington until April
1970, has devastated large portions of the country.
Abm_xt half the total population have been refugees at
one time or another, flecing from U.S. bombs or forcibly
removed to internment camps by the U.S.
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" at Six Billion Dollars a Year

Edward K. Delong . : . .
United Press International
Washing_ton, D.C.

“Whenever you are working on a problem that the military is deeply interested in =
_ 14

because it's affecting one of their programs

you to say, the browbeating starts - . . .

. o ) ! " they want it to read.”

- .
B

(Based on a dispatch distributed by UPI
on October 3, 1971)

Victor Marchetti embarked 16 years ago on a ca-
reer that was all any aspiring young spy could ask.
But two years ago, after reaching the highest levels
of the Central Intelligence Agency. he became dis-
enchanted with what he perceived to be amorality.
overwhelming military influence, waste and duplicity
in the spy business. He quit.

Fearing today that the CIA may already have be-
‘gun “"going against the enemy within" the United
States as they may conceive it — that is, dissi-
dent student groups and civil rights organizations
-~ Marchetti has launched a campaign for more presi-

. dential and congressional control over the entire
. U.S. intelligence community.

"I thipk we need to do this because we'regetting
into an awfully dangerous era when we have all this
talent (for clandestine operations) in the CIA —
and more being developed in the military, which is
getting into clandestine "ops" (operations) — and
there just aren't that many places any morg to dis-
play that talent,” Marchetti says. :

" Running Qperations Against Domestic Groups

-"The cold war is fading. -So is the war inSouth-
east Asia, except for Laos. At the same time, we're
getting a lot of domestic problems. And there are

- .people in the CIA who — if they aren't right now

-~ attually already running domestic operationsagainst.

" student groups, black movements and the like — are
. eertainly considering it. :
"This is going to get to be very tempting,” Mar-
thetti said in a recent interview at hiscomfortable
home in Oakton, (Va.).,a Washington suburb where
many CIA men live.

"“There'll be a great temptation for these people
to suggest operations and for a President toapprove
them or to kind of look the other way. You have
thé danger of intelligence turning against the na-
tion 1tself, going against the 'the.enemy within.'"

Marchetti speaks of the - CIA from &n insider’s
point of view. At Pennsylvania State University he

iy REmed:

" §tudfes and history.

o ————

‘between ‘the community and the outside.
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. and you're not saying what they want
the pressure to get the report to read more like

 STATOTHR®
Offer of Job in CIA ' -

Through a professor secretly on the CIA payroll -~
as a talent scout, Marchetti netted the prize all
would-be spies dream of — an immediate job offer
from the CIA. The offer came during a secret meet-
ing in a hotel room, set up by a stranger who tele-
phoned and identified himself only.as "a friend of
your. brother.”

Marchetti spent one year as a CIA agent in the
field and 10 more as an analyst of intelligence re-
lating to the Soviet Union, rising through the ranks’
until he was helping prepare the national intelli-
gence estimates for the White House. During this
period, Marchetti says; "I was a-hawk. I believed
in what we were doing."

Moving Up

Then he was promoted to the executive staff of
the CIA, moving to an office on the top floor of
the Agency's headquarters across the Potomac River
from Washington.

For three years he worked as special assistant
to the CIA chief of plans, programs and budgeting,
as special assistant to the CIA's executive direc- J
tor. and as executivé assistant to the Agency's
deputy director, V. Adm. Rufus L. Taylor.

"This put me in a very rare position within the
Agency-and within the intelligence community in
general, in tEs" I was in a place where it was be-
ing all pulled together,”" Marchetti said.

1 Began To See Things | Did Not Like

"I could see how intelligence analysis was done
and how it fitted into the scheme of clandestine
operations. It also gave me an opportunity to get
a good view of the intelligence community, too:
the National Security Agency, the DIA (Defense In-
telligence Agency), the national reconnaissance or-
ganization — the whole bit. And I started to see
the politics within the community and the politics
This change
of perspective during those three years had a pro-
found effect on me, because I began to see things I
didn't like." _
world
. Marchetti decided to abandon his chosen

- - >

shattered
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. fleshpots.

) 'ing facade, Air America pilots

. “thirg to lose. -

3 ‘offered to primitive hill-tri-

; pilots is 43,” said James Cun-
i mngham, the Air America

¢ they re also scrious family
' men with business interests.

"+ because of its contract work

PHILADFLPHIA PA.
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.V However, the pllots have’!
“-some pretty . spooky passen-.

E - 634, 371
g - 701, 743

} TanS3 01972
TAir America |

'Pll@i‘s Aging
ln Laos WWar

Mentxane. Laos — (AP)
.The fly long hours in the
flak-fllled skies of Laos and
play hard in exohc Ornental

‘But behind the swashbuckl-

-are often men with mort-
. gages, sagging waistlines and
_even grandchildren. The sol-
- diers of fortune are going
gray They now have some-

If they get shot down, their
" lives are only worth two kilo-
“grams of gold — worth about
~ $3,300 in Europe. This reward

" besmen for surviving crew
members by the private com-
“pany, a civilian contractor
which takes orders from the
Agency -for International De-
velppment.

UThe average age of my

chief in Laos. “They’re still
wild, some of them still break
. the rules all the time and fly
~ by'the seat of their pants. But

125 Professional Pilots
Often called the CIA airline

for; Washington's paramilitary
‘tnvolvement in Laos, Air

America has 125 professmnal ‘

. pilots flying 35 fixed-wing

g]anes and 36 Thailand- based |

licopters..

Cunningham " pooh-pochs
. balk of clandestine *spook
tmssu‘ms and “black oper- |

,"Ptlons” allegedly -performed

_“$#China, and North Vietnam.
+-That's a lot of drivel,” he .
‘]aid “We haul, passengers,
Y$uel and supplies, any cargo
equired by the services of |
gls country. ‘I'm- not saymg
vthere isn't a CIA presence in
*Laos, but if I found any of my
Lpilots taking orders from the .
CIA- they'd gct canned. .
JUosyou see those planes out
, >there'> At 125 knots they
wouldnt last five . minutes

!
l
!
i

-

1

1
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 force.

. going to hell, No place is safe

gers on occasion — -strange !
"Americans with code- names, !
-unidentified Asians from sev«i
- eral different countries, men !

.:with guns who ask to be land- ¢

ed”at little-known airstrips in
.the jungled mountains behmdi
‘snemy lines.

' “1 don’t know who they are-i

and 1 don’t want to know,”
said one pilot, “All I know is {
& guy could get fired talking
-about them.” .

-~ Pilots also have helped res-

cue downed U.S. Air- Force |

fliers,
" Air- America itself ‘has lost
flve planes in the past two

‘months and nearly 50 have |

been shot up by antiaircraft
fire. Pilots also are being buz-
zed by Soviet-built MIGS of
‘the North Vxetnamese air

‘Danger Is Rife .
-+ Antiaircraft sites - are so
thick in Laos that some areas
are technically off limits to
unarmed civilian aircraft. But
Uthere’s written policy and
unwritten policy,” explained
one Air America man.

“We fly anywhere, and it's
getting worse all the time,”
he added., *“This country is

any more."”

-Flying in highrisk areas

tnd earning night differential,
some of the pilots make‘
$40,000 a year.
" “I earn every penny of it, »
raid pilot James Russell, 49, a
decorated World War II
pomber pilot.

-1 fly where other pilots {
gon't fly because I need the
money,” the Texan said. “I
have several deals cooking. 1}
have a wife and three beau-
§€ful children to support. I
want to expand my cattle |

ranch,” a 25,000-acre spread-|’

{n Brazil. :
Plane Destroyed _
‘Last ‘week Russell’s plane
was destroyed on the ground |
by enemy mortar fire. He was |
on 3 ‘clandestine . mission in-
volving six unidentified
~ Asians, including a CIA agent
code-named Swamﬁ'e%Rus-
sell. outran pursuing North
Vietnamese soldiers for two
miles before a helicopter pick-
ed him up. :
*“Right now there’s a well-
dressed North Vietnamese |
weatjng a singed $65 flying
jacket,” ‘he drawled. “I'd Just
bought that damn thing in
Hong Kong and like a fool I}

'STATOTHR
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By ANNE DARLI\G
Statc Journal Special Writer

BAN ZONG, Laos—The un-
likely assortment of people
.who cross paths ‘each day at
.this dusty valley oulpost in
northern L a os includes sol-
diers, refugees, American pub-
llc hcalth and relief workers,

ntral,, Jn{CUISEnCE s atlicy
emp oves, ptlots, Filipino con-
struction workers and a Chi-
nese restaurateur.

Three years ago there was
one tiny village in the valley
-and a bamboo pole with a flag
-on it.. Now, where the pole was,
is an airstrip long enough to
accommodate bulky C-130
cargo planes. Refugee seitle-
ments are scatted across the
valley. There are schools, pre-
fabricated houses, a 140-bed
hospital and a snack bar called
_Pop’s Palace.

WHEN SAM Thong, to the
north, fell to the North Viet-
namese, this became the new
base of operation for the refu-
gee relief program of the U.S,
' Agency for International De-
velopment. Now that Long
Cheng, south of Sam Thong, is
threatened mlhtaxy operations
for the region are bheing car-
ried out from here as well.

The Americans fly into Site
272, Ban Zong’s code name,
and the lefuﬂees come by foot.
- But all are here because of the
war.

The rcfugees estimated at
10,000, are Meo iribesmen for
the most part. Some have been

here long enough to plant rice

Approved For Release.2001IO3IO4 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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on the hlllsxdes Others fled

,their villages recently, in the

wake of advancing North Viet-
nanmese units.

“EVERY DAY they come
through looking for a plane
ride to Vientiane,” said one
pilot of the dozens of women
and children sitting alongside
the airstrip next to meager

bundles of household belong-.

ings. “But we aren'l evacuat-
ing now. So they stay and we
fced them or they move on by
foot.”

All of the equipment in sight
at Ban Xong—irom the jceps
and choppers and small planes
that line the busy runway to
the surgical tools at the hospi-
tal—were paid for by Ameri-
can dollars.

The primitive but clean little
hospital is “full up these
days,” said Dr. Gene Kirkley
of the USAID public health
staff. About half of the patients

were wounded in battles or in

accidents with weapons. The
rest suffer from malaria, pneu-
monia, parasites and malnuti-
tion.

“THEY’RE SICK all right,”
said Kirkley. “As sick as any
people I've ever seen any-
where,”

‘As one 28-year-old Meo
woman with malaria lay on a
hospital bed, a man prepared
an opium pipe for her to
smoke. The doctor said the
woman ‘“‘may be smoking to
relieve pain but she looks like
an addict.”

m@e a Tin iny %llxg@

Across from her was a 12-

~ S

g~

Arec

a

-year-old boy shoe hand was
blown off in a grenade explo-
sion. “It’s a wonder they don’t
all get kill,” said Kirkley.

B e ot N L?‘
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DOWN A hill from the hospi- *
tal is the snack bar in stilts,.

gathering place for the Ameri-
cans.
forms work for Air America,
the private CIA airline that
also serves USAID on contract.

Pilots for Air American and
Continental Airlines fly in daily
with military supplies and
foodd for refugees. They fly
out often with the sick and

The men in grey uni-:

wounded, those cases too seri--

ous for Kirkley's staff to han-
dle.

Many of the USAID relief.

workers have been in Laos for -

years and are able to speak
Lao. The soldiers at Ban Xong
are Lao and Thia. The CIA
people, many of whom were in
Vietnam and now are on con-
tract to the Agency, are as-
signed to Lao army units,

MOST OF the pilots and CIA
employes wear their “pound of
gold,” chunky 18-carat ID
bracelets. Ohe young CIA ad-
viser entered Pop’s in a tur-
tleneck sweater and bell bot-
tom dungarees, with bullet
clips criss-crossing his chest
and pistol and knife slung low
on his hips. Anocther, with
sliced-back hair and daggar
tatto on his forearm, carried a
pistol in a shoulder holster be-
neath a sheepskin vest to
which was pinned a big silver,

star that read “Shenff 7 .'
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|Souvanna

By CRAIG R. WHITNEY

special 1o The New York Times

VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan., 22—
Despite the most serious North
Vietnamese campaign of recent
years in_northern Laos, the
© Premier, !
'ma, said today that his Govern-

ment would not ask the United

States for more military aid,

“unless the situation gets
" worse.”

Speaking at a news confer-
ence, Prince Souvanna Phouma
said that the North Vietnamese
forces were equipped with new
and better arms—130-mm long-
range artillery, provided by the
Soviet Union--while *“we are
still equipped with old arms.”
~ The North Vietnamese have
driven the Government's troops
and American-supported irregu-|

 lar forces off the Plaine desi

Jarres and have forced the
. abandonment of most opera-
tions at the Long Tieng base,
sbout 30 miles south of the
plain.

American officials here have
said that even under the cur-
rent aid program, because of
heavy losses of equipment and
casualties suffered by Govern-
ment troops and Thai “merce-
naries,” as the Premier called
them today, they may ask Con-
gress for more money above
the $3530-million annual ceiling
imposed by the Senate last Oc-
tober.

These losses include- 20 artil-
lery pieces left by the 8,000
Thai and Laotian forces swept
off the plain last month, out-
gunned by the North Vietna-
mese.

Yesterday, according to au-
. |thorities here, four more 155-
mm guns were lost when Nocth
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao
troops drove the defenders from
1Government positions at Phou
Khoun, -northwest of Longi
Tieng, 100 miles north of Vien-,
tianc and south of the royal’
capital at Luang Prabang. ;

Fighting Heavy on Ridge :
At Long Tieng itself, heavy

fighting between the Govern-:
ment forces and North Viet-
namese regulars continued yes-'
terday on the bombed-out
Skyline Ridge, which dominates
the northern side of the base.
Government forces lost one po-
sition on to po fthe ridge yes-
terday morning, but then recap-
tured it in the afternoon at a
wounded, according to inform-
ants here,

Many of these troops are

regular LaotiaAg%fggggrtf

T P Syt TN

‘IMeo special fore
ioperate there.

Ph

. The base's ‘purely military

NE# YORK TIMES

Approved For Release 2@%/6&%19:7%|§ﬁbrpoa1o$~ed

‘stgnificance has been greatly
diminished since early January,
when the Central Intelligence.
‘agency withdrew its communi-

Prince Souvanna Phou- cations and surveillance equip- command

‘ment from Long Tieng and
planes stopped landing on the
airstrip because of Communist
artillery fire.

An American pilot stationed
here said that United States Air
Force search-and-rescue heli-
copters which used to pluck
downed American pilots out of
the jungle, had also been sta-
tioned at Long Tieng but had
has withdrawn to bases far
to the south of Thailand. They
crew of an Air Force Phantom|
jet bomber that was shot down|
Thursday in the mouintains|
near the Plaine des Jarres had:
to be rescued by a civilian Air,
America heclicopter, the pilot)
said.

Policy Stands, Prince Says -

Prince Souvanna Pliouma,;
who has
States to conduct bombing in
ihis country since May, 1964
jsaid today that he had not
changed his conditions for ac-
ceding to Communist demands
for an end to the bombing. His
position has been that he would

ing until the North Victnamese
withdrew their forces. estimat-

from his country, both in the
mountains to the north and on
the Ho Chi Minh supply trails
in the south.

But on Jan. 14 the Premier
told a correspondent of the
Voice of America that “we

weuld agree to a cessation of
the bombing if we had a guar-

troops in Laos,” which suggest-
ed to many diplomatic observ-
ers here, a shift in emphasis.
Nixon’s Trip Is Cited
Most Western diplomats here
’bplzeve that there are two prin-
cipal reasons for the current
‘North Vietnamese offensive.
| First, they say, tthe North
'Vienamese want an end to the:
ibombmg of their supply trails.
iSecond, as one Eurcpean am-
lbassador put it, “They want to
show their allies in Moscow
and -Peking, before President
Nixon makes his wvisits there,
tha; the North Vietnamese have
their own independent foreign
policy and will accept no settic-

oumaSaysMore U.S.Help.
\' Isn’t NeededYet

73 of Foe Reported Slain

SAIGON, South Virinam, Jan.
22 (AP)—The South Victnamese
reported B)
ienemy soldiers were killed in
a scries of skirmishes in South
Vietnam today, and South
Korean headquarters’ said its

the enemy.

The heaviest ground fight-
ing, the Saigon command said,
came in the coastal province
of Binhdinh, long considered a
Vietcong stronghold.

Military spokesmen said the
most severe South Vietnamese
losses were suffered when two
militia outposts two miles apart
near Annhon in Binhdinh were

rattacked simultaneously. The
lspokesmen  said four militia-

4 Luanq‘
1 Prabang -

allowed the United:,

not order an end to the bomb- -

ed at 50,000 to ©0,000 men,

antee that the North Vietnam-
ese would not reinforce theiri

@.‘vphou PLAINE DES
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Enemy forces took over
Phou Khoun (1) in Laos
and hit near Annhon (2)
in central South Vietnam,

men had been killed and four
wounded but tihat at least 28
Vietcong had been kilied.
The United States Command
announced the loss of a light-
observation helicopter in the
Central Highlands in Pleiku
Province and that one crew-

that 33

troops had Killed 38. more of

other wounded. It -was the
fourth American helicopter re-
ported lost ‘to enemy fire -in|
lfive days. - : '

! Mansfield Doubts Increase

! WASHINGTON, Jan. 22 (AP)
~The Senate Democratic Lead-
er, Mike Mansficld of Montana,
-said today that he doubtied that’
Congress would approve addi-

.tional funds for operations in

iLaos and Cambodia. “The Sen.
ate wouldn’t stand for increased
involvement in either of these
two countries,” he said.

Report Airfield Falls

VIENTANE, Jan, 22 Agence
France-Presse)——The airfield and
military post of Mouong Phou,
28 miles southeast of the key
road junction at Phou Khoun,
fell to North Vietnamese and
other Communist forces today,
mililary sources reported here.
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BATTERED BASE ~ This helicopter view shows Long
Cheng, the badly damaged secret military hase in Laos
,‘'maintained by the CIA to help Laotian irregulars battling

By Jack Foisie
Los Angeles Times

VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan.

-20—Jim Russell is one lucky -

fellow. He is 49 and beefy,
but he outran North Viet-
namese soldiers for two
miles today through Laotian
jungle and was lifted to
safety by a fellow Air Amer-
-ica pilot,

- James W. Russell is a sev-
en year veteran of Indo-
<hina flying. He makes
about $40,000 a year for do-
ing what almost caused. his
death today for Air Amer-
jca, which is operated for
the CIA.

“It was one of those bad
days, maybe the worst.”

¢« Authorized by his bosses’

to talk about.it, Russell re-
lated how his 'SAMH “Porter”
transport plan PO‘V‘?G’
stroyed by morfaf fire atter
landmg on a remote dlrt

(14 -

strip 100 mﬂcs northeast of

_ this. Laotian capital, He and
_ five Lactians who were his

“pustomers” ran through
mortar and rifle fire for
more than one hour. '
“They set a trap to catch
an American pilot on the

. ground, and they almost suc-

ceeded,” he said.
“] was working with a Lao

who I know only as ‘swamp
-~ rat’ He said to shut down

the engine while they got
some bundles ready for para-
drop.

‘Not My Element’

“The moment my prop
stopped turning, the bad
guys knew they had me on
the. ground—and that's not
my eclement,” Russell said,

“The first mortar riddled

the alrcraft the second
dropped me to the ground.

Fols W'ﬁéﬁ@?ﬂ@ﬂféﬂgﬁm

the Jungle.

.

United Press Intertiational

Communist forces. The base includes a mile-long’ paved
runway, reloading facilities and stores of bombs for Lao-
tian T-28 bombers and housing for 30,000 civilians.

“They knew they had an
American and those little
fellows (the North Vietnam-
ese) took after us. They were
shouting and shooting. It

was tough getting through -

tie bamboo. I cursed myself
because T had been slipshod.
I hadn’t my gun strapped on
and I didn't have any smoke
to signal a rescue helicopter.
But I knew where I was and
I headed for some high
ground with a bare spot on
it.”

Russell  activated  his
pocket emergency radio and

contacted a helicopter. It |

was flown by his fellow pi-
iots, “Frenchy” Smith and J.
J. McCauley. “They said
they were coming to pick
me up. It's lucky we all

txans reached a clearmg by

. <

.

mm@d U.S. Pilot R@geu@d in iﬁ@é

the creek. Two of the Lao
tians formed a rear-guard
team to hold off the North
Vietnamese. Russell plunged
into the creek. “Man, I'd
oeen running for an hour. I
was so dehydrated I drank
the jungle water.,” They
could hear the North Viet-
namese troopers crashing
through the bamboo.

War Hetter -
“But Frenchy and J. J. got
there first. They hauled me
up on a cable. It broke when
they tried to pick up my cus-,
tomers but another chopper
came and got them, too.”
Air America . pilots are
finding the Laotian war hot-
ter than ever. Twenty-four
of these CIA-chartered air-
craft were hit by ground
fire in December and three
were shot down. The record
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" ridge, the helicopter that car-
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By CRAIG R. WHITNEY
Sptc‘lal to The New Yerk Tl'ne:

LONG TIENG, Laos, Jan 19
—The long-secret military base
maintained here by the United
States ~ Central Intelligence
Agency to help Laotian irregu-
lars battle the North Vietna-
mese is badly damaged and has
Jbeen put out of effective ac-
tion by the Communists even
though the Laotians have re-
occupied most of a high ridge/
t_hat commands it.

- The United States and Lao-
'tlan Governments lifted a 10-
%ear veil. of .secrecy. from. the

ase - and allowed a group of
mnewsmen . to charter a helicop-
{er ‘today to land on it and

observe military operations.
Long Tieng came under heavy

attack on Dec. 31 by a North
Vietnamese force of 6,000 to

- 9 000 men.

.The base consists of a mile-
1ong paved runway, with re-
loading facilities and stores of|
Vbombs for the small Laotian
T-28 bombers, a complex of
‘communications buildings at
either end and a large cluster
of villages that housed 30,000
*civilians before the attack be-
lgan and they fled. By Jan. 12
‘all this was in imminent danger
of falling to thée largest North
Vietnamese attack ever
Jaunched against it.

By that time the C.LA. and
‘the Laotians had moved most
‘of their electronic and recon-.
nalssance equipment from the
base. ‘

. Since then, however, a force
of about 6,000 Laotians has re-
taken most of a key position
on what is known as Skyline
Rldge overlooking the base
from the north. Included in the
force are perhaps 2,000 of the
Meo tribesmen for whose clan-
destine operations the base was
originally built and 1,000 Thai
“volunteers,” in addition to
fegular Laotian troops. ’

;- ‘Despite the advance atop the

Hed reporters and some United
States officials to the central
part, of xt came under mortar

Approved For Ré{&’é&éﬁiﬁﬁmﬁb‘é& IR ROERE04 6043009 00090001-6

‘| stone pinnacles that dominate
' the eastern end of the base.

C IA AzdedLaos Base Hit Hard|

attack from North Vxetnamese
troops only a mile away.
Sporadic sniper fire ricocheted
in the deserted streets of Long
Tieng and made it unsafe for
planes to land there.

' High-ranking American offi-,
cials, who acceded to requestsi
for the visit to the base on con-
dition that they not be identi-
fied, said the Laotians had
suffered at least 600 killed,
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wounded or missing in the con-
tinuing conflict around the
base.

Maj. Gen. Vang Pao, com-
mander of the military region
and of the Meos in the C.LA.-
supported irregular forces, was
ebullient today as he was call-
ing in American and Laotian air
strikes ‘on North Vietnamese
positions on the craggy lime-

He quoted casualty statistics
that appeared to be wildly op-
timistic—8,000 of the enemy
killed—but he is usually either
elated or despondent. American
officials said they estimated
that North Vietnamnese casual-
ties had been heavy and might
have reached 600 to 700 killed
in the current fighting, the
heaviest in Indochina at the
moment.

At the general’s headquarters
on a hill overlooking the south
side of the Long Tieng com-
plex, a handful of young Amer-
icans in civilian clothes were
planning B-52 raids on the Com-
munist positions around the
base.

A visitor on a wide-ranging
tour encountered no Americans|
in ground combat anywhere’ onl
or near the base. But the skies
were filled with Amerlcan,
planes—cargo aircraft droppmgy

.«CIA. and the Laotians by thei

Ccharter line Air Amenca—plus
occasional United States Air
Force jet bombers from Thal-

Official Explains Change

A ranking American official,!
asked to explain why reporters’
iwere suddenly given a guided
tour, replied: “This is a North
Vietnamese invasion of Laos,
and there’s no point in keeping
you people from seeing it for
vourselves. This year they've
brought in a lot more troops,
heavier equipment, and showed
more determination than they .
ever have before—for what po-
litical objective I just don’t
know.”

Both the Americans and the’
Laotians here —the Laotians
have made the defense of the
spectacularly beautiful moun-
tain valley their primary effort
by bringing troops from all
over the country—expect the
North Vietnamese drive to
entensify.

In the steep, trackless
jungled hills to the north the
North Vietnamese are believed
to have moved 6,000 to 9,000
first-line combat troops across
the Plaine des Jarres. Théy:
have used powerful artﬂlery
with a 20-mile range to com-
manding advantage.

Usable but Cluttered

The attacks have halted in
the past two days, but fear of] _
them prevents the Air Americaj’
planes from landing on the air-
strip, which is still usable but
cluttered with ordinance for the
T-28's, which now operate from;
Vientiane.

Some of them were dropping
cluster  bombs—antipersonnel:
devices that break into small
bomblets and explode like fire-
crackers—on remaining Com-
munist positions at the south-
ern end of the valley.

The North Vietnamese have
also been harassing the Laotian
forces that have been driving
them out of bunkers on the
ridge by firing mortars at them.
mostly at night.

Two mortar rounds aimed at
a helicopter landing position
wounded three Laotian sol-
diers; 28 have been killed and
almost 70 wounded in the
action there this week.

One of the wounded was a
boy who was struck in the head
by a piece of shrapnel. He said]
he was 14 years old but was
part of the regular Laotian
armed forces. He was flown out

much at mght,” he said.
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U.S. Expanding Role in Laos
Despite Curb,as War Worsens

ok .

.. 7. BY JACK FOISIE = "7~

BY “qimes stat virter

-

~

PAKSE, Laos—American partici-
pation in the Laos war continues
to expand despite congressional bans
on spending and other limitations -
imposed by the State Department
and the Pentagon. :

As the war worsens here, it is the
character of the Americans—from

. Ambassador G. McMurtrie Godley in
Vientiane to the refugee worker
here—to work harder-at trying to
save the situation. :

While new ways to bend the bans
and stretch the limitations have
been devised, the basic rule that no
organized American ground combat
units can get involved in Laos con-
tinties to be observed.

But everything short of putling in
American infantry is being done to
help the reeling Royal Lao Army.
This backup, formerly carried out
clandestinely, is now performed in
the open.

*All the secrets have been exposed
in congressional investigations or

by you-reporters,” I was told.
"There's npthing left to hide."

. Pakse is a case in point. A year ago
a reporter arriving by Lao commer-
cial plane or crossing from Thailand
was spurned by Americans and
sometimes ousted by the Lao milita-
Ty. Now a correspondent finds the
military

There are 34 Americans- living
here and involved, in one way or an-
other, with helping Gen. Soutchay
Vongsavanh ' and his 5000 Lao
troops fend off the North Vietnam-
‘ese, who have been steadily ad-
vancing since mid-December and
are now only 20 miles from Pakse.
" The military advisers—known in
‘Laos as "attaches"—wear the green
fatigue uniform, but most other
Americans are in mufti.

A good number of them are pilotg
who fly light planes and spot targets

more . relaxed and the,
~ Americans friendly and cooperative.

for bombers, These pilot-

spotters afe known - as.

"Ravens,” and "Raven
Tsuse" in the evening has
all the camaraderie Qf_

young professional milita-_
ry men who recount the.
adventures of the day and-

think not of the risk to-
MOorrow.

The air svar in support of
Laos troops is small-scale
in comparison with the
"big air war" waged by
Thai-based American jets
bombing the Ho Chi Minh
supply network in eastern
Laos. But it can still mean
death for the "Ravens."

During the past 21
months, 18 American
planes "based in Laos"
have disappeared while on
combat support missions.
These include 10 "Rav-
ens," while the others are
CIA - chartered transport
planes or helicopters
flown by Air America or
Continental Airways pi-
lots. Twenty-eight persons
have died in these mis-
haps. §

Guerrilla Teams

Another role performed
by Americans in Pakse
still is somewhat secret.
Former military men
work wth Lao guerrilla
teams, They continue to
masquerade as members
of the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development
mission in Laos, despite a
W ashington announce-
ment that this association
with AID would be ended
and the longstanding AID
policy of not being in-
volved in military opera-
tions would be restored.

A military adviser to the

that artillery is best uti-
lized when fired one gun

- at a time, and all the per-

suasign of Americans ad-
vocating mass fire has had

little effect here on th
Pakse front. ' °

An exception to the
usual lethargic Lao soldier
is the Lao pilot of the
*Mighty Mite" fighter-
bomber, a converted
American propeller-driven
training plane.

Once flown by American
or Thai pilots, the "Mighty
Mite" air force now ap-
pears to be all-Lao here.

The pilots fly with the zest
of all airmen, even though
their bomb loads are puny
by comparison with Amer-
ican jets, which often on
their way back from
mbing the trail save a
ocket or two to -use in
close support on the Pakse
front. :

11,000 Refugees
The conventional AID

~program continues in
southern Laos, despite the

prospect that the enemy
may overrun Pakse and
reach the east bank of the
Mekong River.

A $1.5 million.expansion
of the Pakse airport is
nearing completion. A
new; dirt strip for aircraft
has been built on the west
side of the Mekong as a
fallback position.

But mostly the AID
team here, headed by
Louis Connick, is occupied
with finding new land for
the 11,000 refugees who
have fled from the agricul-
tural-rich Boloven Plateau
to the east of Pakse, an

" Lao ‘forces must have in-
. finite patience. For years
.Lao officers have believed

area now entirely occu-
pied by the North Viet-
namese. -
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’Enemy Is Reported Under
. Pressure at Long Tieng

&

zf By CRAIG R. WHITNEY

1 Special to The New York Times

'i. VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan. 18—
North Vietnamese troops who
have been staging attacks in
.the Long Tieng area of north-
ern Laos since New Year's Eve
‘are reported to have been en-
countering increasing pressure
in recent days from the Lao-
tian defenders. '

+ Most of the fighting has been
on a high two-mile-long ridge
overlooking the American-sup-

* ‘ported base, and there the Lao-

tians were said to be advancing
slowly, trying to drive the
enemy out of bunkers in the
central part of the ridge,

:* [Government troops have
- retaken nearly 500 feet of
" the ridge in heavy hand-to-
hand combat, United Press
-International, quoting mili-
tary sources in Vientiane.]
 Involved in the fighting at
Long Tieng are about 6,000
North Vietnamese who began
their attacks on the base after
havin completed a sweep across
the nearby Plaine des Jarres
to the' northeast,

" The defenders—about 4,000
Meo ftribesmen in irregular
units, regular Laotian forces
and.sbout 2,000 Thai volunteer
goldiers paid indirectly by the
United States Government—
have been supported by bomb-
ing attacks from United States
B-52 aircraft. The Thais were
sald to be manning artillery
positions in support of the Lao-
tians. :

- ! Afrstrip Under Enemy Fire

With the base under con-
tinued enemy fire, the 5,000-
foot airstrip is said to be usable
only by helicopters and only
at great risk. L
‘'‘Most Americans here think
that the swift North Vietna-
mese atack across the Plaine
des Jarres and against the main
Governmen military stronghold
& Long Tieng is an effort to
crush the American-supported

frregular forces and alter the:

political balance between the
Government and. the Commu-
nists decisively. If this suc-
ceeds, it is felt, the Government
of Prince Souvanna Phouma
‘may be forced to tell the Amer-

icans they may no longer bomb)/
the principal Communist infil-:

trattion routes through south-
ern Laos into South Vietnam
and Cambodia. __ . o

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

have some chance, probably a

‘American strategy of bolstering
Laotian forces with guerrillas

In southern Laos, t00, in the'
area east of Pakse, Government
forces have been driven west~
ward, \
At present, American observ-
ars here say they see no indi-
sation that the Communist of-
fensive is having the desired
effect on .Premier Souvanna
Phouma &and maintain that it
will not succeed unless Long
Tieng falls. ) 4

“We think now that we may

little less than 50-50, of holding
them off,” one American ob-
server said. But others said
there were no plans at present
to repone the base, even if its
position is saved, and there is
the beginning of a suggestion
in official circles here that the

backed by the Central Intelli-,
gence Agency is proving inef-!
fective. !

Laotian Air Force Assisting -

“Alr power is about the only!
thing keeping them going now,”:
one source said. In addition to
the B-32’s, the Americans are
operating C-134 gunships and
F-4 Phantoms from bases in
Thailand and the Laotians are
dropping American bombs with
their 40-plane air force. :

Most supply and troop trans-
port missions for the Laotians
are performed by charter planes
flown by Air America from
Vientiane and Thailand. One of
these planes went down a few.
weeks ago for unknown reasons
in northern Laos in an area.
where 20,000 Chinese are build-;
ing and defending a road from"
the border toward the Mekong
River.’

Another small Air America
plane " “took fire" several days
ago over the same area while
it was dropping leaflets in an
effort to solicit information
about the lost transport, an
American official said today.

But he could not say wheth-
er the ground fire came from
Chinese troops defending the
road or from pro-Communist
Pathet Lao forces in the moun-
tainous area, which is com-
pletely under Communist con-
trol. American planes are nor-
mally forbidden to fly over the
road, which has been under

NEW YORK TIMES
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construction for two years. 4
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'NIENTIANE Jan. 15—An
American cargo - plane. was
heavily damaged, apparently
by Chinese antiaiveraft fire
while flying over northern Laos
this morning, highly reliable
gources here say. The pilot

ZAn _Alr America C-123 on a
legf_let dropping mission over
a-road being built by Chinese
engineers in Laos, 175 miles
northwest of Vientiane, was
hit by Chinese air defenses
along the road, the sources

/w'as geriously wounded,

say, wounding at Jeast two of.

the plane’s crew including the
pilot. _

The sources said the plane’s
crew was dropping leaflets
over the Chinese road. The
leaflets offered a substantial
reward in gold {for information
leading to the location ofj
wreckage and occupants of an-i
other Air America C-123 lost

. last month in the area and

.possibly hit by Chinese
groundf{ire,

Alr America announced a
weck ago that emergency
gearch and rescue operations
for the downed aircraft with
three Americans and one Lao-
tian aboard had been sus-
pended though a routine area.
alert would be maintained.
~* Alr America is an American
airline specializing in contract

work for the U.S. government,
mainly the CIA. Reliable
sources in Vientiane said last
month that the C-123 Jost near
the Chinese road was on &
clandestine “drop” mission,
carrying supplies to an intelli-
gence gathering base north-
east of the road.

Suicidal Flights

@hm& e Fire Eﬁﬁs
|

Pﬁamz Over Ea@s

By D E. Ronk
8pecial to The Washlington Post
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over Laos s éonsxdexed some
of the most hazardous in the
world by scasoned pilots.
Flying over the Chinese road|
is considered ‘’lmost suicldal
sources say. :
“Normally the air space
over the Chinese road s
strictly “off limits” to Ameri-
can planes, official sources

here say, due to a concentra-
tion of Chinese antiaircraft.
weaponry along its length.
Installation of the antialr-
craft weapons resulted from
unauthorized bombing of the
road in 1969, sources here say.
Construction -of the road by
Chinese engineer crews has
been in progress for the past

four years, having been
'a"recd to by Laotian Prime
i Minister Prince - Souvanna
'Phouma. -

The road has now reached a
point about 30 miles north of

River. Beyond its present ter-
minal point, a {rail exists that
is barely passable for wheeled
vehicles, informed U.S.
sources say, but they doubt it
is being used for transport
purposes ) J

Srca e wenote

-Because of groundfire,

weather and terrain, ﬂying

[ ey - i R I P VR

Pakbeng on the Mekong ..
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' ;eﬁéi‘;'_ the city remains proba- .
Hly_-the. quietest -and least -
swarlike capital in Southeast :-
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‘;?;’; ~ By Peter Osnos

'’ Washington Post Foreign Service

= VIENTIANE, Jan. 14—
Several hundred neatly
gressed Laotian students pa-
fided down Vientiane's
main boulevard yesterday
gnorning chanting slogans at

finpassive riot police while .

ghoppers and office workers
Jopked on with amusement.

Ezf,;.'l‘he biggest Communist
Yffensive of the Laotian war
% under way, according to
Kmerican military assess-
dments, but these students

e

‘were “disturbed because the

{axclusive French lycee they .
@itend is changing the pro-

Cedure for taking exams.

gﬁ;;Vieniiaxle has always been

,gt'rang,ely removed from the

#md now, although the situa-
¥ion in the northeast and to
the “south "is worse than

Ksia.
o Lommunist Pathet Lao

‘Soldiers stride purposefully -

‘across a downtown intersec-
tion from one of their villas
to another and no one pays
any cattention. At the

"North Vietnamese embassy

#Herg-is a reception for left-
&g’ ] journalists. and U.S.
Ygréssion” is denounced.

!;T:I_)'gfense Minister-delegate
Bissouk Na Champassak
gpomds as much time in his
Job as minister of finance as
K¢ «does on military affais
gnd Keeps his regular tennis

q.%ges,- with diplomatic
{ricids.
« <The ministry of defense it-

elf,7a large brick building
o1 the outskirts of town, is a
textbook .of disorganization.
The functionaries, closeted

fn~sfaall offices poring over

glacks, of papers are genial
but: Yemused. From Friday
evening to Monday morning,
their offices are closed.

National Assembly Election
. Earlier this month, there
wjsan election in govern-
nient-held areas for a new
National Assembly to take
office in the spring. Forty of
60.  incumbents were de-
feated  including  some
backed by Laos' powerful
pxiincc’aly families. _

D WThe assembly has ljttle
atfthority
chenged nothing. Ameri-
catrs, ‘however, pronounced
themeelves nleased that the

Highting going on around it .

)4

o Fram quil Despite

contest went off smoothly
and public resentment

_ against some of the aristo-
crats was expressed.

The Pathet Lao radio de-
nounced the balloting bit-
terly as a fraud and a sham,
pbut then acknowledged that
even s$o0, the people had
managed. to make them-

selves heard. That being

said, the elections have been-,

promptly forgotten.
The only real issue after

all' is the war. The responsi-

. bility for coping with that
falls very largelyv: on 7%

has struggled vainly to res-

tore some semblance of
meaning to the neutralist
coalition established at the
1962 Geneva conference.

The currently dismal mili-

tary .and diplomatic situa-.

tion “has -Souvanna more

confidants say, if only be-
‘cause . the positions of . all
those he is trying to deal
with have hardened.

Brother's Letter

The most recent letter
from his Pathet Lao half-
brother Prince Souphanou-
vong (received on Dec. 18,
‘the day the Communist of-
fensive began) was a virtual
ultimatum for surrender
and insisted that there be a

complete cease-fire and a

total cessation of the U.S.
bombing -before peace talks
begin. ) ’

A bombing halt would. of
course, apply to the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, and the Ameri-
cans, who keep what is left
of Laos going with military
and economic aid ‘and ad-
vice, would scarely agree to
that.

Faced with the always
present possibility that Laos
might collapse, threatening
President Nixon's Indochina
policies, Americans, too, are
very concerned about the in-
tensity of this year’s offen-
sive.

Many, however, take, the
optimistic view that there
are limitations to what the
Communists have in mind
and conditions will ease

once these objectives have

been achieved. , .
By this reckoning, what

the  North Vieinamese are

determined to have is undis-

puted control of ihe north-..

proveduitor Relegse

vaunted Cen%&%%%é%

Agency base at Long Cheng

and crippling the remnants,

year-old Prince Souvanna.
Phouma who for 10 years’

worried : than ever. before,.

of Gen, Vang Pao’s CIA sup-
ported Army of Meo tribes-
men. -

To the south, the Commu-
nisis are determined that
the Laotians will no longer
be in a position to harass
their activities on the trail
{rom the Bolovens Plateau. .
Maximum Impact . -, ]
:+ Furthermore, say the
Americans, the Communists
want to make their splash
now so it will have the maxi-
mum impact on Mr. Nixon’s
visit to Peking and the first
presidential primaries in the
United States. - .

Then, it is "hoped, the
enemy will settle back, con-
fident that they have blood-

+jed the Laotians and dis-

couraged the Americans suf-
ficiently so that no effort
will be made ‘to reclaim
their losses until next sum-
mer, at the earljest.-

Those Americans -willing
{o discuss (but never for at-.

_tribution) the present grim

picture and the prospects
ahead are the diplomats in
"Vientiane and a few author-
jzed military men from the
army attache’s office.

Advisers in the field, on
the other hand, especially
the CIA men who supervise
virtually the entire effort in
the northeast, will say noth-
ing and are not friendly to
outsiders. '

Ban Son, 70 miles north of
Viantiane, is a refugee cen-
ter with an airstrip and sup-
ply depot that began operat-
ing in March, 1970, in a val-
ley not far from Long
Cheng. It was a favored
place to take visiting jour-
nalists who wanted to see
what the United States was
doing for the thousands of
displaced mountain people.

There is a primitive but
clean hospital with a doctor
from the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development.
There is also a small mess
where advisers and pilots of
ClA-operated Air America
can get cheeseburgers and
cold beer. :

Ban Son's Function

In the past two.weeks as
Long Cheng has come under
increasing pressure, the
function of Ban Son has
-changed greatly. Now it is
the center of the military
support effort for the north-
east and the CIA-contingent

‘nggﬁpgg@ﬁmﬁmooybgﬁﬁm%t

airstrip.
Huge C-130 Air America

ar

transports (rented from the
Air Force), along with a half
dozen other types of smaller

aircraft and vintage 1134 STATOTH

helicopters, stream into the
valley carrying supplies, am-
munition and soldiers.
Ban Son is now the offi-
cial headguarters for the
Second Military Region but
hecause of its location it is
almost undefendable as a
military installation. For the
first time in a year, it was
penetrated by a guerrilla
squad and struck by rockets
earlier this week. -
There is - talk, rumor at
this stage, that Ban Son will
soon have to be evacuated
as the enemy sweeps south-
ward past Long Cheng. As it
is, the CIA men are not
spending their nights there.

Meo's Role

Over the years, as the
pace of. fighting in the
northeast has quickened, it
has been the Meos who car-
ried the brunt for the gov-
ernment. Lately, their ranks-
have become depleted and
Laotian reinforcements who
have filled out the units ail
are very young.

* At the hospital in Ban
Son, there is a young dleo
soldier who had his hand .

“and part of his face blown

away at Long Cheng. e is
16 and has been a soldier for
three years. Another
wounded soldier, a two-year
veteran, was 13. .

At the start of the offen-
sive, military sources fixed
the number of Meo-Laotian
soldiers in the northeast at
8,000, mostly in small units
guarding firebases along the’
Plain of Jars and around
Long Cheng. Another 3,000-
4,000 Thai irregulars were
also on duty.

As badly .as the Meos
were mauled in the fighting
around the plain and more
recently around Long .
Cheng, sources report that
the Thais have taken pro-
portionately greater casual-
ties. One fire support base
on the plain had 500 Thai
soldiers when the baitle
began, according to a Meo,
officer. In the end only 18
came out. .

The Thais, who the Ameri-
cans steadfastly maintain
are all volunteers, are used
primarily as. artillerymen

troop.

tion as fighters is not good.

They are often undiscip- .
‘At Jyram
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- By Richard E. Ward

U.S. aircraft engaged in massive, indiscriminate bomb-
ings of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam last week.

According to {he Associaled Press and other press
reports, all available U.S. aircraft in the Indochina
area—at least 350—are being used in the attacks, the
largest since President Nixon took office and perhaps the
largest single series of raids since U.S. bombings of North
Vietnam began in August 1964,

In a cynical abuse of the English language, the raids
have been characterized by the Nixon administration as
“limited- duration protective reaction strikes.” But the

attacks actually are new proof that Washington has not

abandoned its dreams of victory in Indochina through
airpower. This is the nearly unanimous view of the
American press, including journalists reporting from
Saigon and Washington as well as editorial commentary.

“Nearly seven years after President Lyndon B. John-
son began sustained bombing of North Vietnam...
another American President is relying heavily on air-
power to achieve his objectives in Indochina,” wrote
Neil Shechan in the Dec. 28 New York Times. *it has
been held as doctrine,” continued Shechan, by a

_number of American policy makers since John F.

Kennedy took office in 1961 that the threat of
bomling, or bombing itself would intimidate” the North
Victnamese leaders “‘to order the Vietcong guerrillas in
the South to halt their. insurrection against the Saigon
government.”

f imited duration”

It is evident that this is the doctrine still adhered to
by the chief figures of the Nixon administration—-Nixon
himself, chief White House advisor Ienry Kissinger and
Defense Sccretary Melvin R. Laird. The latter defended
the raids and threatened North Vietnam with further
massive attacks in a Dec. 28 press conference where
journalists forced from him an admission that ihe latest

U.S. attacks are similar to those carried out under

former Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara. ““The
major difference,” conceded Laird, “‘is that these are of
limited duration....” Laird would not define what he
considered limited duration, but it was clear that the
raids constituted an effort to force Hanoi to agree to
U.S. terms for a settlement in, Vietnam and to compen-
satle for some of the gravest reverses suffered by the U.S.
throughout Indochina since Nixon took office.

The latest U.S. attacks against North Vietaam fol-
lowed major victories by liberation forces in Laos and
Cambodia and a severe deterioration of the position of
the Saigon regime, the latter confronted by unprece-
dented political opposition.

During the past month in Laos, the forces of the Lao
Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao) have made strategic gains
on all major fronts. The liberation forces have re-
captured the Plain of Jars, which was briefly held by the
puppet forces and Thai mercenaries during the rainy
season. In southern Laos, liberation forces resisted
efforts of the U.S.-backed troops to retake the Bolovens
plateau, onc
en. Vang Pao. During the last two weeKs,

the largest CIA base in Laos, the top-secret installation
e T o Lt e bt € +la Dlain AfF Tare) rced Ry the
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}\J&co troops, has come under heavy attack by the Pathet
ao. . ‘ '

“Communist forces in the mountain regions of
northern Laos,” reported D. E. Ronk from Vientiane in
the Dec. 24 Washington Post, ‘““are in a position to
destroy the ClA-sponsored Meo army following last
weekend’s rapid rout of Gen. Vang Pao’s pro-govern-
ment troops from the Plain of Jars.”

“Morale at Long Chicng,” continued Ronk, “has
plunged to its lowest point in more than a yéar with
frightened Meo families hurriedly flecing toward the
south. ‘

“Persistent reports from Long Chieng neither con-
firmed nor denied by spokesmen here, say Air America
cargo planes are evacuating important equipment from
the isolated base,” he wrote. ’

“Long Chieng has a certain psychological importance
for Meo tribesmen who are aligned in clans with Gen.
Vang Pao and the CIA. Most knowledgeable sources here
believe the fall of Long Chieng would take the binding
force out of Vang Pao’s army and send the troops and
l{hcir families back to the hills to resume their nomdadic
ives. :

““This would leave the entire mountainous region of

‘northern Laos under the control of the Pathet Lao and

their North Vietnamese allies. .

In Cambodia, the pro-U.S. forces of Pfinom Penh and
Saigon troops sent to the rescue have recently suffered
their greatest defeats since a CIA-backed coup toppled
the neutralist government of Prince Norodom Sihanouk
last year. These defeats, wrote Gloria Emerson in the
Dec. 23 N.Y. Times, “‘are causing deep uneasiness among
many Cambodian commanders, who privately admit
they are no longer confident about the outcome of the
war. - :

“Much of this anxicty results from the recent defeat
of Cambodian troops trying to reopen an encmy-
occupied section of Route 6....The collapse of the
campaign disclosed the Cambodian army-was still sickly
and in deep confusion.” = :

Puppets collapse ‘ "

The defeats of the pro-U.S. forces in Cambodia hdve
left in their wake an army on the verge of collapse and a
puppet leadership fighting among themselves, according
to Western press sources and first reported in the Dec.
15 QGuardian by Wilfrad Burchett, “While enemy forces
make damaging advances in the countryside, an im-
portant contest tor leadersnip 18 currently taking place
among Cambodia’s senior political and military leaders,”
Peter Osnos wrote in the Dec. 19 Washington Post.

After detailing the competition for power in Phnom
Penh, Osnos wrote that “‘public and official morale has
fallen sharply in recent weeks—lower, it is said, than at
any since the war spread to the country in March
1970... Many of the young intellectuals and profes-
sionals who flocked to the government after the toppling
of Prince Sihanouk are now said to be quijetly bowing
out as they lose faith in the ability of the regime to carry

-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

“As for. the beleagured Cambodian army, some

'analysts believe that if its fortunes continue to sink
continneAd
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U S. operatxons in Southeast Asia have often involved shadowy
flgures perhaps none more shadowy than the elusive, Jekyll-

'HE'S A ROUND-FACED, cheery man

with a cherubic smile and a charming
family and, it is said, a pcnchant for
preserving the heads of his victims in
~forrialdehyde. Hes a classic Jekyll-
and-Hyde who has been waging the
“most secret phase of America’s secret
war in Southeast Asia for the past ten
years. .
To the boys at Napolcon Cafe and
the Derby King on Bangkok’s Patpong
\/ Road, a watering oround for Air
America pxlots CIA types, journalists
and. other assorted old Indochina
;hands, he’s JUSt plain Tony Poe, but his
. ‘redl name is Anthony A. Poshepny.
‘He’s a refugee from Ifungary, an ex-
Marme who fought on Iwo Jima and
.a dedicated patriot of his adopted land,
‘the United States of America, for
‘which he has risked his life on literally
- hundreds of occasions while Tanging
- through the undulating velvet-green
crags 'md valleys of Red Chnm TLaos
- " and Thailand. '

He.also shuns p,lbhcuy and hates
“reporters, as I discovered in a-long
search for him, beginning in the Thai
capxtal of Bangkok and cxtendmg to
*the giant American airbases in north-
“eastern Thailand and to the mountains
of northern Laos. The scarch for Tony
Poc ended where it had begun, in the
‘lobby of the Amarin Hotcl on Bang-
kok’s Ploenchit Road, a crowded, six-
lape-wide avenue that runs through a
residential and shopping district sup-

- ported largely by rich American
" “farangs,” the somewhat demeaning
Thai term for “forecigners.” There, be-
fore leaving Bamkok for the last time,

1 picked up a note, signed simply
7“Tony,” stating that he had to “de-

. ‘cline” my request for an interview. “I
- beelieve [sic] that you can appreciate
my reason for not scd\mg public com-
mentary,” -wrote Tony in the formal
-“statement style” better befitting a pub-

Ii¢ official and probably suﬂgcsted if

S not dictated, by a supcrior in the

Central Intelligence Agency.
© T “C.LA?" asked the cute little J apa-

| A gldﬁb@fm{iw E@’F Rf:e Q%SM—GIA'RD‘P%'O1@?£R‘M“M92@%%C sta)’ed at the

Amarm
ters smiiling shohtly with glittering
- white teath ralsine her evebrows flir-

o Hydeﬁgure ofAnthonyA Poshepny _
o ._.f,'-',.._,.MEN ATWAR/BYDONALDKIRK ~~ . -

Poe is airplane pilot. He works for
Continental Air Services.” An assist-
ant manager, also Japanese, showed me
the Tegistration card Tony had signed
only 2 few days before my arrival at
the Amarin last June, in the middle of
my search for him. Tony, I learned,
generally stayed at the Amarin, only
a few blocks from the modernesque
American cmbassy. He was a familiar,
beloved character to the staff at the
hotel—the opposite of his public image
as a sinister, sceret killer and trainer
of anti-Communist guerrilla warriors.

Q34 : CIARORBO-R6

. girls behind the desk of the Amarin.

nist-armed  guerrillas,” most of them
members of mountain tribes, and il
trained Thai army soldiers and police-
men. Tony, it scemed, had vanished
into the wilds of Phitsanulok (where
the jungle is so thick and the slopes s
stecp as to discourage the toughes
Anierican advxsels) on a mysterious
training venture not known even 1o
most American officials with top-sccret]
sccurity clearances, much less to the

“Oh, he’s such a nice man,” one o
the girls in the hotel dssured me whe
1 asked how she liked Tony—-who, I’
been warned by other journalists
might shoot on sight any reporter dis
covered snooping too closely into hi
life. “He has very nice wife and thre
lovely children,” the girl burbled on
pausing to pgiggle slightly. between
phrases. “He comes here on vacation
from up-country.” The impression Poe
has made on the girls at the Amarin is
a tribute both to his personality and
his stealth. As I discovered while trac-
ing him from the south of Thailand to
northern Laos, he already. had an:

“Anthony A. Poshepny,” read the’ opulent home in Udorn for his wife, a

top line. “Air Ops Officer—Continental
Alir Services.” So Tony, with a record:

i more combat jumps than any other

American civilian in Indochina, had
used Conticental as his “cover™ while
training mountain tribesmen to fight
against regular Communist troops.
from both China and North Vietnam.

Tony's cover surprised me; I had as-

sumed he wonld declare ‘himself as
some sort of U.S. government “official”

—perhaps an adviser to border-patrol.

police units, the traditional cover un-
der which CIA operatives rhasquerad
in both Thailand and Laos. Still, Con-

‘tineatal was a logical choice. Like Air

Amcrica, Continental regularly ferries

‘men and supplies to distant outposts

throughout Indochina. Financed at
least in part by the CIA, Continental
could hardly balk at providing cover
for full-time CTA professionals.

The next two lines on Poe’s registra-
tion form were even more intriguing
than his link with Continental, at least
in terms of what he was doing at the
present. After “going to,” Tony had
written, “Udorn,” the name of the base
town in northeastern Thailand from
which the United States not only flies
bombing missions over all of Laos but
also coordinates the guerrilla war on
the ground. And where ‘was Tony
“comiing from,” according to the form?
His origin was Phitsanulok, a densely
jungled mountain province famed for
incessant fighting between Commu-

Donald Kirk has batted around the Far
East for years, is now based in Tokyo

tribal princess whom he had married a
year or so ago. Mrs. Poshepny, a tiny,
quick-smiling girl whom Tony had
met while training members of the -
Yao tribe for special missions into.
China, liked to come to Bangkok to
shop while Tony conferred wnh his
CIA associates on the guarded “CIA
floor,” of the American cmb"lssy

It was ironic that I should have
learned that Tony stayed at the Amarin.

-while in Bangkok, for it was only by

chance that I had checked In there at
the beginning of my search—and only
during small talk with the desk clerks
that I found one of Tony’s régistratibn
- cards.

The day after I arrived in Bannkok
local jowrnalists gave me my first ink-
lmg of some of thc rumors surround-
ing Tony Poec. One of the journalists; -
Lance Woodruff, formerly a reporter
on one of Bangkok’s two English-lar-.
guage newspapers and now with the
Asian Institute of Technology in Bang-
kok, said Poe not only hated reporters
but had been known to “do away with
people he doesn’t like.” Woodruff
compared Poe to a figure from Terry
and the Pirates and told me the story

_of how Poe lined one wall of a house in

northern Laos, near the Chinese bor-
der, with heads of persons he had
killed. None of the tontacts T met in
Bangkok had the slightest clue as to
Tony’s whereabouls-—except “that he
was somewhere “Up-country” training -
tribesmen to fight the Communists

Amarin, I drove to a town named

TThinm crmim I8 ilac nartheact nf
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The Billions o
in the White House
Dasement

by Timbthy H. Ingram

.By cliche, the power of the purse is
now widely referred to as Congress’
only remaining lever for redressing the
balance between itself and the presi-
dency. Increasingly, Congress is recog-
nizing that its foreign affairs and
treaty-making functions are mere
omaments, and that its traditional

checks on the Executive are either
- unrealistic or meaningless. What is left
‘is the appropriations power, and a

handful of senators and representa-
tives are invoking it in a muted but
growing struggle to revive congres-
sional strength.

Few appreciate, however, the
extent to which even the power of the
purse, that bulwark of legislative
authority, is already controlled by the
presidency. As Congress attempts to
tame the Executive by threatening to
cut off funds for things like war, it
finds that the Executive has already
developed innumerable devices for

'_ Approved For Release Zogjlgﬁﬂ)tbiflA-RDPw-m601 RO

-of the extent of the Executive’s grasp

Timothy Ingram, formerly with public tele-

‘vision's “The Advocates,” is a Washington

Wwriter.

getting the money, anyway. And tar
from successfully denying the Presi-
dent his money, Congress is even
having a hard time getting him to
'spend what is appropriated.

The Constitution, of course, says
that the appropriations power is the

- exclusive prerogative of Congress. But

in the vacuum created by Congression-
al indifference to overseeing the
bureaucracy’s spending habits, and by
the now empty ritual of blue-penciling
‘the President’s annual budget, the
-spending prerogatives of its own:
transfer  authorities,

programming
ties, and covert financing.

c‘on'tingenC}'ways of by-passing the liﬁiée
funds, ‘Umpﬂﬁpm\?&wwdmglé’amawmmiaﬂ% éh
S, 'special waiver au

On-generate an additional $52 million or

. STATOTHR
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A look at several discretionary more, to increase tha strength of the
spending options will give some idea Cambodian Army.
The-first would be simply to trans-
of the purse strings—and some indica. fer $52 million appropriated for
tion of what Congress is left holding. economic aid to the military aid pro-
For example, through secrecy, trans. gram. The second would be to use
fer powers, mislabelled military assis- economic aid money to buy all “com-
tance, unauthorized commitments, mon use” items such as trucks and
and cloaked grants of excess war jeeps, which have military as well as
goods, the President and his national civilian value, thus. freeing the other
security managers are able to hire funds for strictly military uses. The
mercenaries, discourage a rump insur- third would be to increase procure-
rection in Ceylon, promise South ment for the U.S. Army by $52
Korea $3.5 billion, and turn over an million and give the materiel to ‘the
unknown amount of equipment, heli- Cambodians, for “repayment” later.
copters, and bases to Vietnam. A The fourth would be to make some
simple budgetary procedure called exceptions in Defense Department
reprogramming allows the Navy to supply regulations, declaring equip-
quietly secure a behind-the-doors
reversal of a congressional decision to ‘
defer production of the; co_ntroversial In addition, the memo proposed,
F-14 fighter. And the pipeline, a huge (1, jini Chiefs would clandestinely
reservoir of unexpended funds, per- provide for a mechanized brigade, an
mits the Pentagon to spend above the artillery brigade, and coastal patrol
level of appropriations authorized by \nitc” a5 well as ground troops and
Congress. While lamenting the loss of .yt nsive logistic support. AID would
its war powers, Congress consoles it- help finance the paramilitary force of
self with the thought that it still , - . civilians, which the planners
maintains control over domestic pri- hoped would number 200,000 by
orities by its annual allotment of \1;4.1973 304 more than 500,000 in
funds. But through impoundment, the | g7+ The CIA, with its secret budeet,
President refuses to spend some $12 supposedly would help train and di-
billion in appropriated monies, placing 1" camp o dian military units, as it is
a post mortem item veto on such o doing with Laotian and Thai
programs as urban renewal, regional y .00 ®p o 0ct ana T wouid provide
medical clinics, food stamps, and farm ;i support with its subsidized air-
loans. : line, Air America. The proposals

The panoply of deceptive devices represented a complete subversion of
available to the Executive’s budgetary congressional authority.
Houdinis was graphically illustrated in ~ But the real significance of the

to the Cambodians.

a memo submitted by the Joint Chiefs story was not reported: how common-..

of Staff to Secretary Laird on August place these methods -have become.

Executive has amassed a mound of 30,1971, According to The New York The Executive devices are as wide-

Times, the Joint Chiefs offered several spread as they are ingenious.

b1 R000900090001-6
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ment to be “excess” and defivenng it -
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: Cause of Plane E@ﬁs
- In Laos Still Unclear

. o . By D. E. Ronk BN
. * : ' " Bpecial to The Washington Post T 3
e " VIENTIANE, Dec. 29— Re-|lieve the cargo plane was

‘ports that an American civil-|Jowned by Chinese gunners.
ian cargo plane missing in|They noted that the air space
‘Northwestern Laos was shot'over the area where the
down by Chinese CommunistiChinese are building a road,

antiaircraft fire are being dis-|
counted by Air Amecrica opera-!
tors of the plane in Laos. :
- Air America and informed’
U.S. sources here said that an
Air America C-123 rcargo
plane carrying a crew of three.
Americans and one Laotian is
believed down on a supply
flight. The U.S. sources said
the flight originated at Udorn
airbase, Thailand, and was cn
route to the area of Xiem
Long, Laos, 160 miles norto-
wesl of Vientiane on the Thai-
Lac border.

Air America is a charler air-
lines which works for the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency.

Air America spokesmen re-
fused to confirm the plane’s
destination or io divulge the
nature of its cargo.

There was speculation here
that the plane was in fact car-
rying a resupply drop to a
reconnaissance team located in
the area where it was downed.
But U.S. sources would say
jonly that the plane was carry-
ing rice. .

The presence of a number
of clandesline hases, including
those for CIA-sponsored guer-
rillas and intelligence gather-
ing teams in the area of the
suspecled crash, is believed
responsible for the reluctance
lof most sources here to dis-
cuss the current search effort.

Air America sources say
they have now reason to be

‘higher

which cuts from northeast
Laos toward the southwest and

‘ends at the Mekong River, 140

miles northwest of here, is
strictly “off limits” to- Ameri-
can plancs.

The Chinese road also lies 4

30 miles or more northeas! of
the standard air roufes to

‘northwesl Laos.

There was some speculation
the plane might have heen
snot down by Chinese ground’
fire, beecause sourccs here re-
vealed that search and rescue
planes row looking for the
downed airecraft had received
antiaireraft flak at 2,900 fect,
than the effective
range of guns used by the
Painet. Lao and North Viet-
nainese forces in Laas.

No rescue planes had been
hit so far, the sources said.

. Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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. Laotians Abandon
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By D. E. Ronk CHINA
. Bpeclal to The Washington Post e
VIENTIANE, Dec. 26—Gov-" A major contributing factor
‘ernment troops supported by to the American pessimism,

.Thai irregulars suffered their sources dWi,thit’}‘] th)zquiog};z
L T L. sion said, is the ¥ SNOow
sécond major sciback in just of the Thai forces in both the

~over a week early today when payreong and Plain of Jars ac-
- they were forced to abandon tion.

_the town of Paksong in the . The Thais were brpught in:
_gouthern panhandle after a to beef up the Laotians and

: i 3 the progovernment Mgo ISAEN )
- day.Of vflgh,tmg_. . {ribésmen, the sources said. LS:N\:
- The 'capture of PaksonNg «py¢ they seem lo panic ear- » '}JA‘RE\ ;
gives the  North Vietnamese lier than others, going to . L.\'nu N ;
and Pathet Lao rebels virtual pieces and running at the oRf Chang i

control of all ihe Bolovens, slightest sign of hefa\'y action.”
Plateau Other sources in the U.s.
- : mission said, however, that the
- According to infermed U.S.: Thai troops on the Plain of
gources, the Lao troops may} Jars took a terrible beating
.attempt to reenter the town: both from North YVietnamese
within the next few days. artillery and infantry .wh_en
- Three months ago, i’aksong they \Vﬂ'e caught in their fire
‘had been retaken by the Lag- SUPPOT YASCS. .
tians in some of the bloodiest U.S. spokesmen here said no

ighti ation is v -ailable on
fighting of the decade-old * information is vet av aﬂa
tifn wa%. @ Lao ~ casualties at the Plain of Jars

> an that they have been?®

Small Units o : ‘gggéftl};dn ;s “heavy,” a mili-

Following = loday’s  with- tary ilerm indicating that at
drawal from Paksong, the Lao Jeast some units were ren-
troops reportedly dispersed in dered wunable to continue
what are called mobile de- fighting.
fense units to avoid a large- Informed sources said the
scale confronfation with supe-: gituation at Long Cheng re- Laotian forces have been pushed out of the town of
tior North Vielnamese forces.- mains serious with the enemy  Paksong in southern Laos on the Dolovens Plateau.

Thai artillerymen from Pak- continuing ‘to make recon- : o B
son;g are said to be regrouping naissance probes to the east! Reports from Vientiane, cap-
in Pakse, 30‘miles o the west. ‘and north of the base and also ‘ital of Laos, speculated that
_Incomplete reports put al-iregrouping his infantry and.lhe plane had been shot down
lied losses at 18 dead and . artillery units. Probing actions by Chinese anti-airceraft known
more than 20 wounded. Total haye been reported less than to be deployed in parts of
strength at the onset on the fiye miles east of Long Cheng. northern Laos.
battle was about 2,500 men, in- | e sir A : 4
cluding 1,000 Thais. : ther than sCa}tered infor-¢ Air America is an airline /

Thai and Laotian gunners I mation from the U.S, Embassy run by the Central Intoili-,
aré said to have left hehind i SPOKesman, an apparent news!g5noe Agency. Iis transports:
eight 155-mm. howitzers in the ;blackout ordered by Ambassa'iferry- material -and men
setreat. A large amount. of ;80r G- MeMurtrie .GOdley'con.'gamund Vietnam and Laos.
equipment was also aban- i,tl_nues in effect with U.S. offi-, The reports from Laos by
doned, sources say. . lcials refusing to meet withithe French news . agency,
The defeat at the Bolovens :nfwstmen to discuss the wari&ginct; France-Presse, said
Plateau follows by cight days Situation. : _itha ere -were four Ameri-
the government’s loss of its  Some U.S. souces said thejcans, a Chinese and a Meo
position on the Plain of Jars blackout was ordered to fore.. aboard and that the plane was
norih of the capital of Vienti- stall reporting of any semioffi- 24 hours overdue at its desti-
ane. It adds to the pall of cial assessment which would ;.natxon. o T

#OLOVENS

PLATEAU §
Pakse o
Paksong I‘-

T
R

The Washington Post

December 29, 1971 E

gloom hanging over the Lao- necessarily be grim. The Chinese 'Communistsvl
tian government and the U.S.. . thave been building roads in:
mission. : * CIA Airliner Is Lost :porthern Laos for several ycars

i +and have deployed several hat-
U.S.Ies§1mlsm o Over Northern Laos talions of antiaircraft to pro-,
A major attack against the ! . i : ,tect their roadworkers. A re-'
N/ CIA base at Long Cheng, An Air America C-123 trans- cent official U.S. estimate was
v southwest of the Plain of Jars, . port plane was missing over.that there were 14,000 Chinese
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C. | Troeps’ Families Leave Laos CIA Base -
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O irres ;1o overflowing by wounded
supported Meo irregulars atjfrom the Plain of Jacs, has
falso been evacuaterl,
csources say, though it ie un-
clear whether it is evacuation
of old patients to make room

"{Long Cheng, one hundred
miles north of here, have been
walking south from the base
"uce yesterday morning’s at-
tack’ by 20 North Vietnamese  for recently wounded ot 2 gen-
commandos and in the after-;eral abandonment of the hos-
‘math of serious military losses 'pital.
Oh the Plain of Jars 2) miles; Refugee movement from
itosthe northeast. ‘Long Cheng following the at-
"/ Reports reaching Vientiane, tack to the northeast is con-
/;r om knowledgeable US. firmed by informed U.S.
¢ ‘sources also say Air America sources who say they have no
Iti'anspor_t planes are ferryingimformatfon on evacqatxop of
jmportant cquipment and ma-;the hospital or materiel. They
terial from the Meo-CIA head-|note, however, that th_e situ-
Jguarters, flying it to safety at'ation at Long Cheng is ‘con-

TASHINGTOH POST
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i & . ByD.E. Ronk
R Gpecl_hl to The Washington Post . | Udorn, Thailand. idesperate.” ]
'VIENTIANE, Dec. 22— A nospilal at the Long 130,000 Residents

Frﬁgh_tghed families of CIA- Cheng base, reportedly filled |

) Luang Pra{bang. Vientiane and sidered *“serious—though. not. no‘rfheast

| At ils peak, there are about
iS0,000 residents of -. Long

the |Cheng, most of them depend- |

ients of Meo soldiers. About 35

iAmericans are believed to be
‘stationed at the base.

; Along with the sapper at-
Itack yesterday, which saw
.three  government scldiers

‘killed, nine wounded, -two
!American‘planes damaged and
two structures burned, Com-
munist forces have occupied a
 hilltop position less than 15
:miles east of Long Cheng, in-
formed U.S. sources said.

Capture of the
called Phou Pha Xay, puts
enemy forces within easy artil-
lery range of Long Cheng. An-
nouncement of the loss of
|Phou Pha Xay, which was part
iof the Long Cheng defensive
system, occurred during the
Communist rout of deo and
i Thai troops from the plain,
the sources say, and was not
discovered until its defenders
appeared at Long Cheng yes-
terday.

Communist consolidation of
'gains made last weckend con-
i tinued through DMonday night
when Mco and Thai irregulars
abandoned their two remain-
ling fire support bases at Sting
‘Ray and Cobra, west and
south of the plain. Commu-
nists- continued ferrying
troops and artillery southward
along the eastern edge of the
plain toward passes leading to
‘Long Cheng.

Off the Plain

hiiltop, .

STATOTHR

of Long Cheng,
jcoupled with the [irst com-
imando attack on Long Cheng
"in more than a year, i3 given as
‘cause - for evacuation of the
:base’s civilian inhabitants.
Although  weather over
i Northern Laos is now clear-
iing, no chance is given for pro-
1government forces to counter-
|attack onto the plain and little
ichance that Lao and American
:air forces could inflict mean-
‘ingful casualties on Pathet
‘Lao and North Vietnamese
troops hecause they are dis-
persed.

Saigdn to Release
689 Political Prisoners

From News Dispaiches

SAIGON,_ Dec.. 22 The
South Vietnamese government
|will release 689 civilians ar-
i rested on suspicion of Commu-
i nist political activity and-held
]without trials for up to two
years on Christmas Day. a
spokesman announced today.
+ The amnesty, however, will
'not affect Vietnam's two most
famous political prisoners—
 Truoung Dinh Dzu and Tran
I Ngoc Chau he said. Both were
tried and convicled by mili-

!
1

tary courts. - " :
The spokesman said the
prisoners were seized under

i the three-year-old Phoenix
program, a joint U.S.-South
Vietnamese anti-insurgency
operation.

The Saigon command and
U.S. spokesmen here reported
little military action in South
Vietnam, but fighting contin-
ued in Cambodia 46 miles
north of Phnom Penh.

A  Cambodian spokesman!

Meo and Thali irregulars are said a battle for the riverside.
reported 16 be completely off : village of Peam Chhkork en-'
the plain now, though contact: tered its third day. North Viet-
‘with many units has not been ; namese forces were so close to?
made. No decision on where to government front lines that al-
‘establish new defensive posi-ilied warplanes were unable to
tions about Long Cheng }mS;bmnb and strafe effectively. |
been reached, informed ! The spokesman also re-i
sources say, sihce pro-govern-; vealed that Cambodia had no
ment forces have not com.iplans for a Christmas cease-
pleted regrouping off the|f{ire similar to the 24-hour
plain. - ltruce proclaimed by South
+. The deteriorated situation|Vietnam. . 3
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Wind- Bown

In the last five years we have heard various
reasons for our violent presence in Vietnam. We
had commitments; we wanted self-determination
for the South Viets.

And our GTs were told that they were fighting in
Southeast Asia to keep war from the beaches of
California. )

So we have not felt this war’s outrageous im-
mensities. Unless one of ours was a casualty. And
we sit satisfied that our President is “winding down
the war.”’ Some say he is merely substituting
brown bhodies for white.

But how much longer will we keep converting
their “green earth’ into brown dust?

In one of those wind-down years, April 1969, one
“clandestine raid” (so described by Paul R.
Ehrlich and John P. Holdren in Saturday Review) 1

_ by Air America, an airline of the U.S. Central In- /«
telligence Agency defoliated 173,000 acres in
eastern Cambodia. It damaged about one-third of
Cambodia’s vuizber crop and damage to local food
production was severe.

Presumably the defoliation of 173,000 Cam-
bodian acres prevents this same from happening to
104,000 Crawford, 24,300 Venango, 28,600 Warren,
and 2,800 Forest county crop-producing acres.

By late 1969, more than five million acres of

Indo China had been treated with defoliants applied
atan average of 13 times the dose recommended by
the USDA for the domestic use.
" Those millions represent more acres than all
Pennsylvania farms used for crop production in
1967, according to the Pennsylvania Statistical
Abstract of 1969.

For Southeast Asians it's often fatalto be down-
wind from the ‘“wind down.”
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et alr line--Sul was
“ter to the Joint U. S, hiilitn
Ascigtance Group (JUSLLLG),
the Americas oy aid mis- !
sien in T I\M;. w2 ef the
Dﬂou,y Chief of
But ¢n bonxd,
" foreed to moke
landing "t 5 Mo
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Fmb"s sy there that a h'\hcopter
did in fact go down in May in
Burma and it belonged to
J USMAG.
Quwrmu a(mm and after

four days res Panh the Em-~

bassy in Bangkok could only con-
‘clude that thc incident had oc-

curred. But neither the Ameri-

cans involved nor their mission
could be discovercd.

- According to sources within,
the American intclligence com-
munity, the hehconlnr was on
a mission inside Buria, was

forced to find a landing zone be-

cause of engine trouble, and,
vpon landing was held for over
a week by Burmese authorities.
Cne source in the Vienliane
.Embassy said the helicopf.;r
wag on 2 miszslon in Thailand.
Another source there said the
helicopter 'was on a mission in
Laos. L
According to J. R, Cunning-
ham, Laos manager for Air
Ameriea, two olher incidents
involving American planes in-
forred in Burg I"b?‘é&”f‘ér
over the past thlet years. Tnree

l or that Air America pilots ever

1b arately. - : men,

s e

- was subsequently hield for ons

‘Southeast Asia but is balkan-

-stales.

(Lxp Stodont Tubliced:

(Boston) SIEREDAY

The U.S. is also said
« gource close lo tx Dai
- American Embws«y, (0 t., l zlp-
“years ago 3 twin- encvlm beech- -ing to finance an fry LgdL,I_' force
craft airplane went do1 7n near known as the "C.LLF.", _com-
Tachilek, in the vicinity of the posed of remnants of old Chin~
Burma-Lso-Thai border. The ese Kuomintang units, left in

- sccond incldent, a year ago, " Burmaz and T nailand folloy ving
involvaed a h»’j;}_CO‘ﬂ,er with an ‘commitiist lakeover of China,
American pilot and Filipiuo These forces, along with local
g flight mechanic. Both of these  tribal groups, arc 1'5’001‘_16‘_7“)’
7 were Air America planes that engaged in a2 mini~-war against

had misteken Burma for Thai- the communist-supported. Meo

land whan looking for emergency P2OPIe for conlrolof opium-

growing land in the extreme
rortheast of Thailand near the :
Burma and Laos borders. '
It is rumored here that aid .
vill soon be cut off to these for-
ces, numbering about 2,000
in conuectim \"xih the new .
anti-opiwh drive of the Hixon ' L
;administration,.
© A Shan trader, who illicitly
‘plies in gems, skins ang other
exotic items of trade belveen
Thailand and Durma, said that
+ “American weapons, 1,a111CL)21-1y
MI16 rifles and I,'.’Z grenade
launchers, in the Shan sintes is
increasing, as various factions
attempt to control the trade
‘routes and more recently the ¢
keroin factories in the area.
The factories have come ap- -
parently as o result of increased
-drug surveillance in Thailand, : .
Laos and Victnam. The bulky ¢
opivm is refined inlo heroin .
closer to the fields, making it -
easier to transport, . "
The trader felt thal most of

landings Cumnng] am said,
Cunningham denied that there

had been' any such incidents in-

volving Air America this year,

: fly missions into Burma deli-’

State Department swoncsme
7 in Washington D. C. confirmed
y that 2 helicopler had strayed
. over the border into Burméb last
Novermber. The craft was 0'1
a "refugee resupply mission”
and ran ioto bad weather. It .

week, a spokesman said.

Thc StatesDepartment denied
any knowdodge of the incident .
last May. A Department of De-
fenga gource in the military
attache office also was unaware
of the incident. "As far as 'm
concerred, it didn't happen, "
he said.

Back in Bangkok American
press attache Donald Newman
shrugzed off the May incident.

He asscried that the helicopter  (ya a4y ms are first given by the
was held no longer than "about U.S. to the Lao and Thai ar
7 i ‘ U ¢ -
a day. . . _mies and then sold under the

- Vit wasn't a big-deal,” said

table to various groups in the
Shan stales. Some of the arms,
however, come directly from
-Americans to Lelp their favor-
ites, ba said. .
The Burinese Communist
Party also oparales in the area
and is equipping its People's
Liberation Army with Chinese

Newman, YI¥ didn't have any-
thing to do wiih things real or
imagitary going on in Burma. "

But what is going on in Bur-
ma? All official versious of the
story deny a member of the
Rangoon American Embassy o
of the CIA was on the cliopper..
A source within the military

intelligence coraraunity, how- weapons, the trader said. He. . ! o
.t AT oras ’ : added that American assistance
ever, said "We've gol guys go- g4 ‘designed to counter the
ing in and_out of there all the . o6 pynist gugrrilia movement,
time. " ¢ which has won some support in
The area in auosuon is knowt

certain areas of the Shan states,
by eliminatling opium growing--

not especially profilable tothe

farmers--and by driving off the

banail-like paramilitary units

thal contrel the movement of

opium out of the desolate moun-’

tains of Burma toward the ‘nler-

national heroin mamuts of thé : .
world.

as the Shan states, the castern-
most section of Buerma, sharing
borders with China, Laos and
Thailand. It is well-known as
the center of opium growing in -

ized by warring tribes, clang’
and warlords. Accor'i.,ng to |
well-informed souvces, there
are at least thrce contchnto o.
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- They fly low and <10\/, b)

-thc light of the moon, and
anake 8§50, OOO a night. :
_They "use some prw?te
p!anes and old mititary trans-
ports and land on deserted
v air strips or sagebrush-cov-
. ered “desert. ~Their cargo is
m?ruumn, cocaine and her—
; - oln.

A!oncy the ' sparsely settl] ed
i froml r'that divides the Unit-
“ed States and Mexico, air-
“horne drug-rumiters are doing
.a - booming business, and
Federal agents say that they
-do not know how to stop
. then. ’

- *: on most nights, the agents

estnnate, at least 10 pl:mﬂs
ccross the border with mari-
“fuana and other drugs. On
rare occasions, the smugglem
are caught by Uniled -States
sgonts  flying their  own
planes. But usually they land
unnoticed in Arizona, Cali-
fomn, Texas, Florida or clsee
twhere and mnet at least
$oO 000 cach tirip.
' “Anybody who knows’ how
to Yly ‘can get into 1he busi-.
mess and make a lot of mon:
ey in a hurry if he gels
jaway with it,” said Donald A.
.Quick, ‘a Burzau of Customs
‘agent based at the border
town of Nordlcs, Ariz.
“You get bush pilots, sol-
dxers of fortune, crop dust:
ers, guys who flew with Air
“America in Vietnam {an air-
Jine said to be affiliated with
the  Centralr  Intelligence

Agency], and a lot of ’emy

can’t get jobs.

" #Ppilots are a dime a dozen
.these days, and they're will-
‘ing 'to do anything to f]y,
“including smuggling.”
“l"heyxe -developing  their
own’ air force, and it's geL-
1ing bigger and higger,” said
.an offmal of the Justice De-
,partmcnts ‘Bureau of Nar-
colics and Dangerous Dr ugs,
which is “jointly respommle
with the Cusloms Burcau for
policing the smuggling.
“:Most of the drug-runners.
use light single and twin-

Approved For ﬁ
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,cname pmvate pl;mes oltm"

equipped with special devices
so they can take off and land

on short, 1mprowsed LmbClL
Ltrips,

“But a lot of them are

starting to usc blrger phncs,

»—-DC.ss, surplus . milits y.
transports, " turho-prop exec-
utive planes, and we have:
our eye on one group that
has a Constellation,” the Jus-
tice Department official said.

The Constellation can carry
40,000 pounds of cargo. :

The United States agents’
air force ‘consists of-30 un-
marked helicopters and small
planes. - Occasionally, the
agents: are able to pursue
sinugglers and "arrest them
when they land. Increasing
. use of the planes over last
year has cleat]y had an
effect. - '

Since July 1, they have'
been used 1o make 57 arrcsts
and scize 14 planes that were
used in smuggling, according
to the Bureau of Cusioms.
This is twice the rate of a
year ago.

“But we know we're only
gelting  a  tiny {raction of
them,” a ¢.stoms agent said,
“They are very clever peo-
ple, and if we putl the heat
on in one area—like we did
in Brownsville, Tex., recently.

—they Icarn about it quickly-
and just take another route.”

Started § Years Ago

into this couniry by air for
at- least fivie years. Initially,
the smugglers tended to be
of college age. They renjed
a plane and flew Into Mexico
to buy a small amount of
matijuana and then sold it
for a comfortable’profit.

More recently, officials
said, the huge profits that
can be made have lured
more and more older pilots
and other people into the
business. .

Licut. Dennis I)xcmmg !
the Arizona State Depart-
ment of Public S’lf“ty, wha
heads the narcolics detail in
the southern part of the state,
said:

“We know of approximate-
Iy 10 different organized op-
erations in Tucson alone,

cach involving six to cight

" people, that are flying in
loads’ weekly.”

Customs agenis recently
arrested the City Attorney of
Winslow, Ariz, a town of
8,000, and accused him of
helping “to direct " a large’
acrial smuggling OpC!‘dUOH
Yec is under indictment. for
ssion of
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creased acrial smuggling fo
the growing market for drugs
in the TUnited States, the
- huge profit potential,
ened surveillance at some
ground.  border  crossing |

points and the relative ease’
. legal as long as readily avail-

of flying in contraband,.
“Smuggling of narcotics by
small planes is less risky for
operators than by any O_tth
means  of transportation,”
said Neal Sonmnett, an Assist-

" ant Umtcd States Atltorney

in Miami, where he said
smuggling of heroin by air is
growing rapidly.

The drugs come into Flor-
ida from France via islands
in the Caribbean and the Yu-
catan Peninsula i Mexico.

Econornics Explained

A Justice Department ex-
pert explained the economics
of the industry this way:

“In the interior of Mexico,
you can buy weed [mari-
juana] for as low as $2 a
brick’ [a Kkilogram, or 2.2
pounds], but if you don't
know your way around, you
‘probably will have 1o pay €
closer to $30. It doesn't take
a very big plane to fly 500
bricks .if you take out the
seats and strip it down.

“If he takes the stuff to
Tucson, he can sell it for

‘about S130 a brick, maybe

- as much as 3200, depending
Drugs have been smuggled |

ou the market. We've heard

-they're getling as much a¢
. 8750 in Boston.

But; 'say he
buys it for $30 and sells it
in-the stales for $130; that's
a profit” on 500 bricks of
$50,000 for-a night’s work.”

Although
marijuana is by far the-larg-
ost caxﬂo of the aerial s.num
glers, they have been in-
creasingly |, carrying  heroin
and cocaine, It appears this
is partly due to tightencd
surveillance of surface ship-
ments on the East Coast.

“A small plane is perfect
for brinzing in ‘heroin,” an
agent sald ¢ bccause it docsn t
ake much to make a small
fortune.” Ten ,ounces of
heroin purchased in Mexico
for $3,500 can be sotd in
Los Angeles for $140,000.
Another recent »tx;cnd that
worrics the authorities is the
recent dncrsmﬁcahon of .
glOllp of - one-wny smun-
glers  called comrabmdis-
tas ”

Opuamcr from small air-
ports along the American
side of the bordu contraban-
distas fly United States. mer-’

OLflCld.]S attribute the in- tors, television sets and to-

tight-,

Mexican- gio\vn:

bazéco into Mexico and an-
tral .and. South -~ America:
without paying import dutics,

Local_Q fficials Bribed

As far as the United States’
is concerned, the flights are

eble export permits arc ob-
tained. South of the border,
the contrabandistas .usually
bribe local officials and carn
a solid profit by selling their
duty-frec merchandise. -

Within recent. months, lured
by the promise of even
greater profits, in drug traf-
fic, an increasing numbnr of
contrabandistas have beeén
flying to this country with
drugs instead of returning
home with their planes emply.

Although  some  illegal
flights cross the border in
daylight, most cross at night,
The planes vsually fly a {ow
hundred feet above the
grouind to dadge what they,
believe to be ﬁoarchmn sig-
'n(l> from Air Force or Fed-

ral Aviation Administration
1"d°r antgnnas, o

¥or the most part, such
precautions are unnecessary.
What radar there is on the
border, officials said, is large-
Iy ineffective below 9,000
feet and at some points it is
useless below 18,000 feet,

All pilots who cross the
international frontier arc re-
quired io file an official
flight plan with the F.AA,
or the Mexican Government,
depending  where. the trip
originates. Many pilots ig-
nore this Tule. But some fol-
low the procedure up- 1o a
point; they take off and land
on the route indicated’ in
their plan, but they take a’
detour over the border, drop
the drugs to confederates on
the ground or land brielly on
the desert to get rid of the
contraband before landing at
an airport where they might
be subject to a search.

Asked how the smuggling
could be halted, Mr. Quick,
the Custonits agent here, said:

“People hear terms like
radar, jet and computer, and
think you can solve any
problem. But this is a very®
complicated problera. That's
a long border, and it's casy
to get lost in it, and when
you take it uvp to 18,000, -
fect, that's a lot of air space

- to 'watch L
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:' Lo Speclal to The Washingten Post,

VIL\ITIANL——\’oxth Vietna-
mese Mig-17 fighter bombers

.have been playing a month-|0

‘been perietrating Laotian air

long game of cat and mouse!
with U.S. flcfhtm bomibers
over northern and central Lao-
tian, provinces to harass and
i‘0v0k_e American  aircraft,
highly reliable American
somces here ‘say.

The Russian-built \Iiﬁl’?s,
descnbgd as obsolele and no
mateh for US. planes. have

space continuously, sometimes
tw1ce daily, in the past month,
ﬂymg in weslward ares into
northcm Taos froma Hanoi and
th, 160 miles o the south,
thon streaking back fo.the op-
poblte airfield from deparfure.
“ No shooting incidents have
been reported.
L Reportedly fiying al 2 _low
altitude to avoid radar track-
'in the North Vietnamese
\xarplanes have pencirated as.
far westward as Moung Soui,
‘110 miles north of here, to

guard the northwest approacn-
es to .the Pliain of Jars
where Pathet Lac and North

|
. Vietnamese gunners have re-

cently begun mounting pros-l

‘sure on pro-government forces

“North Vietnamese planes
have made similar runs at in
frequent intervals in the past
‘but never, reportedly, for such
a lengthy period.

Presence-of the enemy air-
craft over Laos “on a number’

of oceasions in recent days”
is conlirmed by U.S. embassy
spokesmen in Vientiane.

The last public anunounce-
ment of North Vielnainese
Jets over Laos came three
weeks ago from Gen. .Thong-

panh Knol\ﬁ), T,a0 ‘military
Spo}'osman when he reported
Migs over Xieng I{hoang Prov-
inc

side of,the Plain of Jars.

‘radar and radio serveillance,

heaplatoibd Forkelba

*US. and Laouun air cmft fIy
ing in Laos have becn warned
of such penetratlon at least

STATOTHR:

space are chatmu a morale,
préblem among, U.s. civilian]

{pilots flying fox Air America

once daily sinee the announce- land Contmcntal Air Service,

ment.

'ana for Laolian

forces ~in!

Pointing out tha( informa- HIOthCln Laos, reliable sources’

tion ypon which to base alerts, g,y

and the alerts themselves,
originate with U.S. Air Force

sources say, “Either someone
is lying about alerfs for a rea-
son, or informalion just is
not being circulated in the
mission here.”

The sowrces say that repeat-
cd attempts by U.S. .jets fo
trap the Migs over northern
Lac® may account for the long
delay in public announcement
by the U.S. mission. The
sources say that despite re.
peated attempts at intercep-
tion, however, no contact has
been made.

Enemy penetration alerts in
Laos originate from an Air.
Yorce (-130 Hercules, code
named “Cricket,” that is con-
stantly {lving over northern
Laos (another is in southern
I.aos, the sources say) and
mouniloring radio  traffic,

“Cricket” is the command
center for air operations over

.

i Pilots say there is mountmg
ispeculation that one of the

Migs may eventually atiack an
unarmed and lumbering cargo
plane or one of the many civil
helicopters  plying  Laotian
skies. -
Sources also say thal failure’
lo announce alerts lezves the
public unaware of the hazards
under which civil planes ily
in Laos.
A reliable source in Laos re-
ports that a helicopter was
shot down recently by a Mig
in southern Laos west of the
Ho Chi Minh Trail, a report
mission spokesmen here say

o«

they cannot substantizie nor
deny.
Army commanders in the

Plain of Jars area of northern
Laos are reported o have ex-

pressed some concern over the

possibility of air attack on
their  positions, particularly;
the.six fire support bases on
and about the plain.

Laos and monitors North Viet-|
namese as well as other fre-

guencies, issuing a general

varning to U.S, aircrafl in the
area when peaeuahon is sus-
pected or “known,

“Cricket can hear thcm call
out their course as they lift
off Hanoi or Vinh,” Ameucan
'sources say. : :

Upon receipt of an alert all
civilian sircraft and nonfight-
er governmcut planes imrnedi-

ately vacate, the sources say,

Recent visitors to the fire-
bases and bases north of the
plain note {here would be
litlle protection from air at-
tack.

_Aviation sources do say,
" however, that flyinzg under
these <ircumstances is about
as safe as is possible cousider-|
hw that 1t is a war zove

PR T

flying clsewhere ag low and“.

as fast as possible while US/
“fast mover,” as Jels are
known by -the military, move

mto thc penctzated area to in-!

( enemy &

Slee209110®104?‘k@IN-‘RDP80 -01601R000900090001-6

ajreraft in Laotian air-
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- AEFAIRE DE L'ANNEE

En accusant un colonel du S.d.e.c.e., 'Delouette,:
agronome, trafiquant d’héroine, et agent spécial

relance la campagne américaine contre la filiére

frangaise de la drogue. Mais qui est Delouetie?

4 novembre. ~— Hubert J.
Stern, procureur général
a4 la Cour de Newark;
couve du regard son ac-
cus¢ -favori, son poulain
. Roger - Xavier - Léon De-
fouctte. Petit, maigre, le
-Visage émacié des justi-
ciers incorruptibles, le
procurcur général, dans
son strict ‘complet. gris
anthracite de fonctionnai-
- re-intégre, a l'allure tran-
.chante des attorneys qui
ambitionnent” une grande
carriere. L'audience a licu
devant le tribunal de
Newark, dans un local
qui ressemble, avec son
plafond aux caissons de
couleur, & une salle des
fétes un jour de distribu-
tion des prix.

M. Stern se retourne trés sou-
vent vers le public, composé
de ses futurs électeurs, comme
pour souligner {'importance ¢u
- combat qu'il est en train d'en-
“Qager : il part en guerre contre
les services spéciaux francgais
corrompus.  Insoucieux des
. Complications  diplomatiques,
~inscasible "aux pressions, |l
met ¢n accusation le pays qui
introduit I'héroine aux Etats-
LUnis  pour  empoisonner la
j2uncsse américaine.
Roger Deélouette lui donne la ré-
pligue d'une voix sourde, in-

‘I condotticre

ténébreux. Une -
silhouette athlétique d'aventu-
rier international & la prestan-
ce avanlageuse, avec son
1,82 m il ressemble & un Jon-
quéres d'Oriola au teint plom-
bé qui aurait délaissé depuis
longtemps les réunions hippi-
ques pour Jes cercles dz jeu.
A ¢été de lui, son défenseur,
Donald A. Robinson, un petit
-avocat brun qui a Ja mine

“compétente d'un qui connait

les 356 artifices de procédure
permettant a wn ennemi public
fedéral de s'en tirer avec cent
dollars d'amende. -
Tout en manipulant nerveuse-
ment une paire de lunettes do-
rées, Roger-Xavier-Léon. Do
louette, plaide respectucuse-
ment coupable d'avoir, « de-
puis ou aux environs du ter
décembre 1970, en pleine
conscience et de plein gré, ot
contrairement a la loi (« against
the law ») -conspiré pour im-

- porter aux Etats-Unis 96 livres:
- (43 778 grammes) d'héroine hy-

drochlaride .

sans visage, dont le nom pas-

se-partout a l'air d'un pseudo-

nyme de fonction.

Le 5 avril 1971, Ie cargo fran-
cais « Atlantic Cognac » vient
d'arriver & quai & Port Eliza-

A |

- CEST LE COCKTAILEXPLOSIF
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beth, dans le New Jersey. Une .

jeune douanidre de 22
Lynn Pelletier, contemple -un
minibus Volkswagen qui se ba-
lance au bout d'un palan. Lynn
Pelletier, qui a un flair de vieux
douanier, décide de visiter mi-
nutieusement ce véhicule. Elle
y découvre les 44 kg d'héroine

pure. Peu aprés ‘un Frangais

¢légant se présente aux bu-
reaux- de la douane pour.reti-

.rer le minicar. On lui falicite les
fermalités et on larréte. Clest

Delouette.
Son interrogatoire -est fruc-

tueux: il se présente d'abord.

comme un agent itinérant du
S.d.e.c.e. et révele que, vers le
15 décembre - 1970, il a été
pressenti par le colonel Paul
Fournier, haut fonctionnaire du
S.d.e.c.e., pour faire passer de
Fhéroine aux Ftats-Unis. Peu

‘aprés, il rencontre au Café de

_Paris un personnage mysteé-

LA JEUNE DOUAMNIERE :
DECOUVIE 44 kg D’HEROINE |
DANS LE MINIBUS

L'autre prévenu, celui que De-
louette a désigné comme son
chef et que la. justice améri-
caine a inculpé, est absent.
C'est.le colonel Fournier que
Faccusation présente comme

. rieux, dont il ignore le nom,
qui lui offre 1200 dollars par

kilo d'héroine transportée et

.qui le charge d’acheter une

Volkswagen « Camper », d'ob-
tenir un visa, et de s'occuper

ensuite de [I'expédition.” De-
louetie touche bientdét une
avance sur .commission de

5500 dollars et, sur I'ordre de
Fournier, va prendre livraison
de. la marchandise & quarante

ans, -

un officier « superviseur » du 1 X < : )
‘quiste, mais AppravethFor Release 2004031045 GA-REIPA0TG1 01 K042960090001-6

Un long visage chevalin de

linstant encore, un homme
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Von parcxm]l

. kator Mcrche!h, ein. enemahger
Mitarbeiter der. Central  Intelli-
- gence Agency (ClA), sprach
. gegnnuber cinem UPl-Mitarbeiter
" als Eingeweihtar {iber einige Prok-
tiken des amerikanischen Geheim-
dienstes, dessen Leitung er lange

~ Jahse angehdrte, Obwohl er sich
. ..Uber die Verschwendung entriistet,
. die. diesés Instrument der USA-
Regietung: betreibt —. er schldgt

.mafinahmen vor —, bejaht er im
" Prinzip diese Institution. Im fol-
genden Auszug aus dem amerika-
nischen Magozin diirften beson-
ders die RuBerungen Marchettis
- w.in giner thm gemé&Ben Sprache
- - —Giber die Rolle amerikanischer

- Geheimdiensts bel der Anzettlung

: -« von Kriegen in Gebicten, in denen
. "den USA nicht genchme Entwick-
. - lungen im Gonge sind, interessant
~‘sein. Ein Grund flr sein AUSSCh:,I-
- dén aus der ClA Kegt in der-—
sicher durch die Kenntnis von Ge-

-~ heimdokumenten beeinflufiten —
Einsicht, daff diz blutige USA-
Aggressxon gegen ‘Indochino dem

B omerikonischen Ansehen in der
i Welt schadet. Das omerikanische
© ~Magazin zitiert aus .dem Ce:

“spréich v, a.s -

So v:.rwendct 74m Pplapl"‘ die
: Nationole Sicherheitsbehdrde (No-
{ tional Security Agency) — zu deren
Aufgabengebiet es  auch' gehdrt,
oquefong ne Botschoften atslandi-
scher Reglerungen zu dechiffrieren
- — etwo die Halite ihres Johres-
budgcets von einer Milliarde Dollar,

«Sie haben in Fort Meade (Mary-
lard) ganza Waggons voll von Ton-
b&ndern von mitgeschnittenen so-
wietischan
die zﬁhn Johra
wagen voll.
'Codesys‘u:mm ebenso erfinderisch
sind wie wir, Es ist technisch fost
einz Unm3glichkeit, eine varschlils-
“selte, chiffrierie Botschaft zu dechif-
frieren, So beschrénken sie sich dar-
- auf, stndig dos Material welter zu

alt smd — Giiter-

u..q. nicht rechsxarbcxre I’ontroll- .

{Rundfunk-) Mitteilungen,

VWeil die Sowjets in -

»_somm“In und es In Waggons zu

"sugen vor

schen Gcwmmu tion n bzs zur AnzcttOIun

!ﬂgern. Sie horchen weitar In der

ganzan Welt, Sie geben weiter ein -
Vermdgen aus in dem Versuch, die
’ und Da-.
ncxchzubclunn",

sowjetischen  (Chilfrior.
chiffrier-)Computer
fuhrte er aus...

Was Marchetli am meisten an der
CIA baunruhigt, ist ihre Nsigung zu
den dunklen Kiinsten paromilitdri-
scher Geheimaktionen — ein Ge-
biet, dus fiir die Agentur doppelie
Anziehungskraft  besitzt, weil dos
Militdr aut diesem Terrain kaum
operieren kann, :

WElns von dei Dingen, dle die
Geheimdienstieute dar CIA tun kdn-
nen, ist Krege onzuzetteln®,
cr. .Sie konnen, auf .geheimen
Wegen in einem Lande einen inoffi-
ziellen Krieg wusldsen und dafds
sorgen, daB es so aussieht, ols ob
es sich nur um etwas hondelt, was
die lokalen Bouaentélpe!l selbst be-
schlossen hoben und in eigener
Regie durchfihren wollen.™

Auf diese Waisc hoben -—— Mar-
chetti zufolge — die Vereinigten
Staaten -zuerst begonnen, oktiv in
Vietnarn zu kdmpfen. Daos ist die Art
von Aktivitdt, die jetzt
bodscha und Loos vor sich geht, wo
die CiA, wie kiirzlich Zaugenaus-
dem
heban, eine Opeoration durchftthren,

die -450 Millionen Dollar  j&hrlich
verschlingt, sagte er. . o
Marchelti erklarte, er sei davor

iiberzeugt, dofl die CIA auch fir den
Staatsstreich  verontworllich sei,
durch den Prinz Noredom Sihanouk

- {von Kambodicha) Anfang 1970 ver-

trichen wurde und der dic amerika-
nisch-slidvietnamesische Razzia nach
kommunistischen Zufluchtsorten in
jenem lande einigs Wobh an spﬁtnr

ermbglichte,

Die Gphesmoperohonm in Sud-
ostusien warzn vor Jahren der An-
laB, daB die CIA zur Tarnung dort
eine Luftfchrigessllschaft, die AIR
America, grindzte, die heute eben-
so viele Menschen, néimlich 18 000,
baschaftigt, wie dar Arbeitssiab der

“CIA voh:t fGhrte er aus, . .

sagle .

in Kom- .

KongreB enthiillt.

STATOTHR

von l\ncacn L

Nun, dm CIA hot n'cht nur in

Vietnam und loos ihre Hénde im
Spiel”, sagte Marchetti, nste halt
Ausschou noch weiteren G*bh.l»’*n.
in denen sich vielleicht ouch giin-
stige Gelegenheiten dieser At er-
geben kdnnten. Wenn sie beginnt,
private  Luftfahrigesellschalten und
alles ondere zu errichten, was mit
der Unterstiitzung fiir eine Regie-
rung oder eine gegen die Reglcrung
gerichtete Bewegung varbunden ist,
s0 ist dies sehr, sehr gefdhelich, well

die CIA dies ouf geheiman Wegen,
“tun kunn und es somit fiir

dos
Publikum sch\\ncng wird, zu ernen-
nen, was vorgeht,”

Morchatti zufolga gehoren Sud',’_
Afcika und die

amerika, Indien,
Philippinen 1w den Gebicten, wo
die CIA méglichenveise einz kiinf-
tige poramilitérische  Aklivitdt ent-
wickeln kénnten — olles Lander, in
denen soziale Umwéalzungen gdren,
Ein Umsturz sei das, was den CIA-
Direktor veranlasse, mit der Plonung
{or eine m':Sg!iche

nen, sagle Majchetti.

Aufler der, rldgghsf‘ﬂschﬂﬂ AIR

America habe die CIA die Southern

Air Transport in Miami und die
Rocky Mountain Alr in Phénix 2um

-moglichen Einsotz Kir parcrmhlon—

sche Operationen in Stidamerika ge-
artindst, sogte er. Ahnliche gatarnte
Fluglinien scien in der ganzen Welt
aufgekault uad “verkouft worden,
u. 0. eire in Nepal und eine in
Ostoliiko. Ferrer teille Marchetti
mit, die CIA habe ein groBes Depot
im amerikanischen Mittelwesten, wo

sie militdrische, Ausriistungen aller .

Art und unmarkierte Wolfen
Arl hot, - |

#1im laute der Jahre ‘hot sie can
in der ganzen Well gekault, was sie
an  Unentdeckborem  beskommen
konnte — .um. sich ouf dan Even-
tuatfal!l verzubereiten, dofl sie viel-
lzicht den Wunsch hoben kénnte,
einer Giuppe in, sagen wir einmal,

clier

Guut_emalo_ Waffen -zu liefern ...

‘Geheimdienst--
oktivitidt ir einem LonJc, zu begin--

f; STATOTHR
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DES MOINES, IOWA
REGISTER _

By Charlnsf f\an Q1)

i . Of Tho Reglster’s Editorlal Pags Staff

l” THE NIXON Administration was of-
fended by the cheering in the United
' Nations General Ass cmbly at the assem-
+ bly vote which Jed to the ousting of Tai-
swan (iho Natjonalist “Republic of
. " China”). o
© But for much of the hOlld Taiwan
- does not have the “good guy” image it
has had in thn United States, hut is re-
garded as a usurper to the name of
. “Chind” and a troublernaker
‘Asia.  aiwan announced ryegularly its
intent {6 “libelale” the mainland hy

Fer,

Besides this opt.n goal, it took part in
a scries of seerct wars, moslly with {he
help of the Uniied Stalns sonie at its
instigation.

The world laughed in 1953, when the
neoephyte Re pubhcan Ar"mm:uat‘m in
Washinglon  ‘unleashed Chiang Kai-
shek’ — that Iy, stopped preventinig him
from carrying on hostilitics against the
-Chinese mainland, The U.S, restrained
-him during the Xorcan War: one Asian

gwar at a tuno was more than enough.

Taiwan-Based
Cia Apl'?u, B

l .
4 Buf it wasn’t funny. Chiang was
rseuolb The pin-prick raids from the
offshore islands to the mainland; the
{'heavy concenlration of troops and guns
yon Quewoy, five miles from the main-
iJand; the overllights of meinland China
cwith Talwan-operated U-2 spy planes
? furnished by the United States became

-’ﬁhhc al the {img or_a hit later

o MDA
a 2 TR T AT

. . .
i L' &
]\i BN

in east -

‘force, and used vv]xat force 1t coulc mus-

- U.S.-trained

. Bui

e

.

I s e

AN-[,,

AR

they were not a]l the “(mleashcd”
Chiang did.

Allm Whiting, one of Amomcas out-
standing Chind-watchers, picced togeih-
er the story for the New York Roview of
Books. Whiting watched Chlnﬂ from the
U.S. consulate general in Hong Kong
1866-68 and is now a political scientist
at the Universily of Michigan’s Center
for Chinese Studies, e found evidence of
Taiwan’s secret wars in fhe Pentagon
Papers, in new studies of C}*md-lndxa
relations, in the memoirs of George Pat-
ferson, a
and elsbvhele

It was an airline based on Tamum
financed by the U.S. Ceniral Intelligence
Agency, which providédiraisport for
sabotage and guerrilla
teams sent info Nmth Vietnam in 1934,
when Vietnam was legally at peace,

The same airline provided the {frans-

[

port for the CIA effort to overthrow the -

Indonesian government in 1953

Warplanes and transports fmm T'u-.-

wau airdropped arms and supplies fo
Tibetan rebels in the period from 1951
through 1982, though the méajor fighting

as quickly suppressed in 1951 and 1959,
They used relucling bases in Thailand
and flew over India and Burina without
permission. India and China each
“thought the planes belonged to the other
and complained. The Burmese shot one
down, it landed in. Thailand and was
identified as a Chinese Nationalist
bomber from Taiwan.

Taiwan had a secret parlin the wars
in Lacs and South Vietnam, too. Still
another CIA-financed an]me was formed
in 19530, and & third later in the 1960s,

and carried on legal commr‘lciul pas-
senger and freight businesy in Laos and -
Vletndm, and also clandesting military

vy JLattle :;»""M,f;“:

Sritish - mis sxonary-journalist-

clandestine aclivify,
po sible for Taiwan o maintain large
(1

“cpble
_open ULS.

‘xr)"/ :) "09

Sy

opdatlonv Onc Job was fm'/mﬂ guc "

crilla pa Latroor" trained by the Unueé _
Steles in Taiwan, North Vietnam caught |
some of them in 1983 and sentenced .-
them, but tne effort continued. Later |
Taiwan more or less openly sent scveral -
dozen psvchoTomcnI warfare men fo
South Vletn : e o

Eauipmezzt R
Handouts

The United. States pald fo a ot of this

and also made it

and rodern ﬁrmcc: forees for a counh y
of only 1Y millivn people. With consids
pride,- Talwan  stopped  laking
_ YD “w aid” some years
ago, but it hau continued to get handouls
in tie forim of “excess equipment”? -
including planes, tanks, missiles and 'dc- i
stroyers of not quite the Jalest model.
Yhiting does not say so, but Taiwan .
cn]mg,al its sivport rmaways to take .
America’s hwucat planes, in the hope of
replacing Ckinawa as baae for Ameri-
can strategic bombers and nuclear:
weapons, ) .
There are onlv “about 8,000 Amemcanf
sarvicemen on Taiwan.now and routine
U.S. naval palrels of the Taiwan Strait

" have stopped, and still ‘more recently

U.S. overflighls of China have stopped.
.But the U.S.-Taiwan mxhtmy alhanc‘,‘
- continues : .

In words this allxancw is =.defc:nsive.
But Talwan’s rccord must look protty:
aggressive to mainland - China, Burma,
India, and ethor countrics which learned,
about it lonz before it became public
know ch')e in the Unllﬂd ofdth ol

A . "‘ﬂoxu .
"v:_‘“,w
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. Jo Lph Alsop's Fabid: and insulting re-,
: flemom on -the motives, of seiators who
" votéd against the foreign- 2id bill a. week
agcz Fuc‘ ay raake-very - llttlc senze, Provi-
wsions for the ymilitary ssecurity of - South .
Viﬁt’m«m are largely: contained. in:the de-+-
Aense- ‘budget, not the. foreign- -aid- buunﬁl

‘and. moredver
“have'ito -do wiith zﬂd
Lao~ e : :

B "undvclaxcd” is “the viord foz Lh ‘vm‘
iﬁ Vietnan,
Sowar:in Laos and Cambodia.

to Ca mondl and

Millions .of

American dollars :continue to be “spent,
“apith - little con"mmona!
: m(.:swc,bonmm;;, for s b
(including tiis (p“rtltion of & ai
i “the hmm of merce .mxm) )

ov mmt {or

<ome lxtu hght o tm-* fo

tlumt Aerican forces into Cambodla he

asstd  TCs olutions mtcnacd lo”

(53

in\m iti1 of . Laok, — this, time by.. South
Vl»tﬂ 'x.,e <oldxex rxclmg m Amcrican

natorg, alarge
fsluv,f or-bz ttu
mont»o]l*dr actmty

- Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

- 'ciui:ckly;

‘the -bolly-disputed- dtems’

“secret” is the word for the

*ﬂmt when President 1\1x0n i May, 1970; -

did” 1‘10[ bothar ‘o, consull or inform the -
Smatc bizfotchand. Even when the Senate,
rastrain
.c cwtrw warmaking, the spirit-and letter
ol :thoge - resolutions | was. defied in an -

Al ~»'2’

STATOTHR

They have' sought to get the
message  across  répeatedly, by ever
nmeans . short of denying appropriati_ons!
Their impatience is symptomatic of a oen]

cate-mood. that neither Mr. Nixon nor Mz%

Alsop seers to understand — a.mood Lha‘li
can. hardly be explained by” the  merg.
mflucncc of two senators.
As has been said before, a’ ‘whole mix-
tuie of-factors explains the defeat of the
foreizn aid bill. In retrospect, however, the
essential “one is thz Senate’s weariness
with the President’s determination to keep
as muchs American force and money in
Indochinz as lohg as possible. That colli-
d‘on of judgnients, which is largely to be
explained by differences between the con-
stltucmy and constitutional rc:pom;‘ﬂh-
.ties of the President and the Senate, docs
not- lend itself to such simple- minded ex-
planations-as Mr. A‘sop s —- that Senators |
Fulbright and Mansficld v."m';t to “lose™
thie’ war, Nonscnse. By standards an-

. nounged from time to time by My, Alspp,

the. war'is already “lost,” or should be.
Yet withdrawal and Vietnamization, which
he so much feared at the baxummﬂ has
apparently brought the war — in his viev
at-least — to.the verge of a successful
COI‘CIUHI\JH By that- ]0" ¢, (un.plctmg the
job of~diseng a;,emtm would perfect the
good result. That-is just whal Senators
Manztield and Fulbr igot seem to lmve in
mmd

e e T e e




IN
survive,
ternational Development is

the Agcnc,v for In-

pointedly  remindi 1 US.
senators (hat Lusiness prof-
its and jobs in their home
states wil} i'cd tke pain of
foreign aid-euts

Moncy, 101)5, ('HCI by (1 ar
implication, volcs, can be
‘more {: ;zglblc wWeapons in a
political fight than lmlv ar-
guments about World stabil-
ity-and aid to ur iderdevel-
oped ndhonf The appeal Lo
domestic interests to r ally 1o
the _defense of balance

sheels  and pavrolls  could
carty ‘double weight in the
present (IC})IC’SU\d slale of
‘the U.S, economy.
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«chase  of 0d.
and agricoltural commodi- -

s services,
‘modities are
JUnited Stales.

-preferences for

be  spent in
“States by loai
meaning loans with siring

‘much they should lalk
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A rrr‘nu ation azo, the con-
cept  of Io;mé,‘ aid was
scoffed al by its meny cril-
ics as “milk for the Hotllen-
tots,” The time came when
the .condition of the Hotten-
fots and other distant peo-
Ples came {o he recognized
to ‘be not so tofatlly remote
{from the condition of world

order, but the attitude asso-
clated with foreign aid ye-
mained: J‘ud-muts,” “give.

avaysi

To carry foreign economic
aid 1111()L~“11 the Congress——
“pure” {feoreign aid, thal is,
as distinet from divect, ov
roundabout suppmt for fm-
cign 1(‘5‘,11[]v‘5 whose continu.
ance in office yas judged Lo
be of direet value to Ameri-
can secutity .interes{s-——eco-
nomic aid allocations were
Inked legislatively with mil-
itary aid. In the name of

‘conlainmaent of comimunisin,

military  assistance ould

win .the votes 1o everride
be guffaws aboul “Toveign:
aid.” )

THE PARADOX has heen

:thal both forms of “forecizn”
in a real scase, .

also-dowmeéstic aid--spent in,
and suppotting, the U.S,
economy. :
‘According to AID, 83 per
eent of its funds for the pur-
industrial

ties is spent in the Umtcd
States. .

- In-addition, ATD estimates
Ahat 86 - per cent of
meney  allotted to it, for
; s, cash  grants, sal-
goods and com-
spent in the

arics and

~ This is not just
stanee, or a resuit of forcigu
made-in-A-
These funds
ed to
Tnited

merica labels,
are gcnt‘rauv mands
the
“tied”

on (hem—or other lmtcla-
Clive reguirements. _
U.S. policymakers  have

been ambivalent about h?w .
about
the tied-lo-Amevica qualily
of American foreign aid. To
stress the tie dims the aura

“of altruism, cownpassion, and

humanitarianizsm which poli-
cyvmakers would prefer to

A1 routinely  publishes
“Jists of conlracts awardead ta

STATOT
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goods .

all .

loans — -
- many years of AID rescareh

U S. firins or or ganizations,
there is norm(.lly no great
stress on the dollar-tied na-
ture of most foreign aid,
lea aving the nonmilitary por-
tion of the program adrift
wilhout any avoused consti-’
tuency to defend it.

Only now, with its life on
the congressional Lhoppj'w_
block, has ATD been encour-
aged,. indeed stimulated, by
the dd'lll‘ istration, to mouut
a mujor public dm])]dy of
the domestic consequences
thal can result from slash-
ing “foreign” e: or\mmc aid.
funds,

Item: Belween 1954 and
1859, AID money financed

“from 22 to 30 per cent of all

cargo shipped on U,
vessels, i
Jem: In 1971 ,A]]) louns
and granls financed U.S, ex-
ports lotaling $9v2 million,
“ hile this repre senled only
2.3 per cont of lotal U S.oex-
ports, it included 25 por cont
of 2all American fertilizer ex.
vorls; 16.4 per cent of US,
iron and sleel exports; 15.7
per cent of all ‘exports of
railroad cigaipment; 8.5 per
cont of basie textile exports;
8.3 per cent of rice exports; )
7.3 per cent of all exports of
non-ferrous metals ,aud
produets, -
~Hem: To male the point
even cleaver- politically on
sapitol I, AID statistics
now being cnculned there
show that in the same 1971
fiscal year, $173 3,629,271 wasg

S.-flag

spent in Rcw York Slate;
“$80,508, (i‘r() in  Californiay
ST1081, 158 in Pe cansylvania;

.- 813,541, M" in 1ilinojs, and
happen-

with lesser amounts listed
for other &(dw”, ineluding

- 820,5°(2,073 in Maryland and

$10,162,141 in Vir: sinia.

]tcm Other “fact sheelg”
behig showered on Congress
Yeport cumulative {ot tals for

contracts . to  univetsities,

and service contracls  to
other organizations, includ-
ing Air Americea Inc, of

Vashington, D.C. , the organ-
izetion \"lnch opoz ales with
the  Central Inlelligence
Ageney in Southeast Asia, It
is .listed for accumulated
coitracts from A1 alone Lo-
ial mg 3 ,32:£,200,

mb nations” with a dou-
ble meaning: one of them Js
the United Stateg

69]130’00900090001 -6
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By V. . Ronk

"t gpeedel Lo he Washinzton Post

SCVIENTIANE, Nov, Z--- U.5.
spokesinen  have  confirmed
“that &n American helicopier
was deianined by Burmest au-
“{horitics when it was found to
be operating Inside their bor-
ders around the end of May of
this year, :

/ According  to the 1.5,

- spokesinen, the Afr America
hclicoﬁicr apparently violaled
Burma's air space during “had
weather)” . -

" Jlowever, Michacl Morrow

/ of Digpatch News Ageney, who
reporied on the incident in’
lzte  Scplember, said  the-
whogt” sources in Bangkok,'
Thailand; told him the .cr':d‘t.'

J was ol a clandesline mission,

into Burma and wag catrying .

‘a . Burmese military altache,

from Panghkok as well as at

‘Jeast one U.%S. intelligence
agent, '

Air Amerlea 15 described as
a privata charter airline. It
provides aireraft for several
U.S. missions
Southcast Asia and has close
links with the Central Inielli-
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emultiheaded olvil war” with
sevoral opposing forves, some
of them polltically motivated
but somne no better than eth-
nleé bandit gangs.
One group of Insurgents is
led by former Prime Minister
U Nu who was ousted in 1862 T
by the current militery regime
of Prime Minister Ne Win,
Morrow's report about thel
Bnrmese military atlache being
on board the detalned llelicdp._
ter would indicate clandestine
J.8. assistance to the Ne Win,
government. ' o o
Recent visitors to Bunma re- ’
port increasing evidence there
of clandestine Amerlcan pres-
ence and describe it as approx-
imating the ecarlicr prescnce
and operations jn Laoes. Most,
arcas of the country are off.
limits to foreign visitors,

genee- Agency,

Morrow said the sources in
| Bangkok said the mission of
the white, unmarked helicop-|
ter detalned In Burina was to’
visit CIA camps within that
country. The craft, according
{o-Morrow's sources, was as’
signed to the deputy coni-
smander of the Joint U.S. Mill-
“tary Advizory Group in Thai-
land. - -
Burma s currentlly en-
gaged in what one recent visl-
tor te Rangoon describad as af

.- Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601ROQO.900090001-6
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DI ENRAKIS A
Explosive Lage ,

Die bewaffncten  Zwischenfalle

der indisch-pakistenischen  Grenze
haufen sich, Dic pakistanische Atmee
bat in Ostbengalen Streitkrafte von
80000 Mann an der Grenze zu
Indien zusammengezogen. Indien be-
rief 600 000 Rescrvisten cin und traf
anderc  MafBnahmen zur Verteidi-
gung. Premierminister Indira Gandhi
erkdarte, ihe Land unternchme ,,alles
Erdenkliche, um einen bewaffneten
Konflikt zu vermeiden™ :
Die Kricgsgefahr auf dem Subkon-
tinent, wo' etwa éin Fauftel der
Menschheit febt, ist eine Folge der
blutigen  Ereignisse jn Ostpakistan.
Als dieser Landesteil, der fast 2090
Kilometer durch indisches . Territo-

> -t e - gegenteiliger Vcrsidncrungcq ~ Wal-
um von den westlichen Provinzen

1 . ] fen und
gctrennt ist, seine Autonomie durch- heizen
sczen wollte, entsandte die Zentral-
tegicrung in Westpakistan im Mairz
1971 Truppen, Sie erstiditen  mi
Waffengewalt den Widerstand in der

Gstlichen Region, die von der Bour-
geoisic  Westpakistans als’ innere
Kolonie betrachtet- ufld ausgebeutet

witd (siche auch »Dic aktuelle NBI-

Karte ~ Zum Konflikt jn Pakistan®,
Heft 22/71). S
Um den Verfolgungen und Repres-
salien der Armee 2y entgehen, ergofl
sich ein  Strom ostpakistanischer
Flachtlinge gber die Grenze pach
Indien — vor allem in dea . Unions-
stazt  Wesibengalen, Nodh immer
flachten . tiglich ctwa 3005p Men-
schen. Inzwischen wuchs ihre Zah}
anf insgesamt fast zehn  Millionen
Menschen an, dic mejst in piimitiven
Lagern kampieren, Ihre Versorgung

" mischen Programme  der Regierung

STATOTHR
MER ILLUSTRTERIE

biirdet der Wirsschafe Indiens susitg
liche vnertriigliche Lasten auf, welche
die Vcnvirk]ichung der sozialokono-

Indira Gasndhis spiitbar verlangsamt
haben, " ’

Es” gilt bereits als offencs Geheim-
nis, daf sich die amerikanische Ge- |
heimdienstzentrale CIA, verstarkt in J
Pakistan engagiert "Rat. Dic US-Ge-
scllschaft |, World Alrvays, - die
cbenso wie die ,,Air America® und !
»Continental Air - Scrvice™ in Laos
c¢ine verkappte CIA-Firma ist, be-
fordert Truppen von West- nach
Ostpakistan. Bereits in diesem Som-
mer teafen amerikanische Militir-
berater ein, die wie jn Laos der US-
Botschaft zugeordnet sind unid cinen
diplomatischien  Status haben. Wie
kirzlich Senator Edward Kennedy
erklicte, licfern dic USA = trotz

Munition nach Palistan ung " .
damit die Spamnung in die- _ -
sem Gebiet weiter an. ' - -
Auvf der UNO—Vollvcrsamqung hat
Avfenminister Gromyko die Hal-
tung der Sowjctuniost, deren Frie- ..
densverhandlungcu schon 1985 den
pakistanisch-indischen Kricg beende-.
ten, dargelegt: ,Wir sind davon
uberzeugt, daB pur auf dem Wege

ciner politischen Regelung der in

Ostpakistan entstandenen  Fragen
auch cine Entspannung in  dicsem
Gebicet errcicht werdeq kann... Die
Flachtlinge miissen nach Ostpakistan
muriickgebracht  werden;  aber das..
witd nur dang moglich eeln, vwenn
dott jhre Sicherhen gewihrleistet
ist.* Andrej Gromyko gab der Hoff-
nung Ausdruck, dafy ~Selbstbeherr-
schung und Vernunft- die Oberhand
behalten werden®, g

Jan X ilten , ) /

R _ B . | - - .
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Gavzer aboui the Wide World Photos
South East Asio : <t
heroin gsts to US troops in Viet-:
nam. UR irterviewed him shertlyj .
after his return to hcw Yo:l\, and )
I
{ j ]
; :
Uil Fas the CIA been part of the ¢eug friey faria crops, including opium, and
H PRI P ; : . "
rifiic IWSQU'..H East Asia? ) l"\iy have & fh”-])v well-cev 'b]oi)‘_‘ cul-
.Arszcti: Tee CIA heas indeed been in- e hased on silver ornaments a ;~(!
; ATne o nfh BES FaaEn veeh T ture ba k.'\. on silve ornaments an
1 g . voives, as tiss the US Government, {07 home-ninde weapons. The CIA '1n(. the
. . . vnnmes } T (e P N T ' . .
- -'\’(_,I')O;)l‘ '; ?ga:v]st the use O. he roin veors in tx;'- CGrug 'LuSLI‘.\.:'S, out.it's ¢s- A mertcan Government cons |
~ Inliv ~1y nY emaACcA- a
or at léast they say they arc. But beyong  S¢ntiatiy for politicai reasons -—— as-2 ‘them important because they were the,
the basic ide . e : - e ]
the basic idea that people take heroin 1 buffer between China and the rest of
because their lile is a bunumer, there are 4 South Fast Asia. So it was in the inter-
only a lot of charges and counter- £ ng oit : Uoest of the A\mcncan Government 10 win
charges about who is letting /help- East Asia wasse flaSJCE‘ tly threat- their all eginnze, They were just another
inc/) shing/or profi' ng from. the cted by Communist China. There was arm oft‘*r: Arnerican War ¢ ro 3
heroin trade. ‘ . .'-zt fear tnat revolutionary war by hov' var, in the c;nly 60’s the Com-
t ’s ar

- ‘cannot pos sivly figure

.or mtclvwws abou

. cure
world, and also becavse ¢
S H

0T knowledoe witl heln rie v

ics would sweep across

XﬂLl...StS staried pressing into Laos. U‘l

typical issue of our time \sia, to V;ctn,, ,Thaitand, (4 that m‘.c these pbo.‘)lb fad been
how is it that heroin ca hd 1C rest. SO the Ameri growing cpivm and other 11 te crops,

there — the CIA, the

t}‘ousqnus of miles over
1 and the rm‘mqsy

stacles to poison milli

~

cen

focd tosta
We hO {

rving people? woule cptable if it was in order to

) G0 a ssiies of articles and  resist that great a threat, Eventually, of

: hcro:n sreseiting a course, it led tora commitment of halla

) million American troops in Vietnam,

tarted with South Fast Asin because it But even before Vietnam, any act to

is the largest scurce of opium in the prevent the Communists flom ‘taking

overthe area was considered accept-

able, and this included the drug busi-

ness. Here's an cxrmpic of how it_
worked.

JIn Laos youh

it
vari ety of vitws and evidencs, W

. faRye) Jeoye

usage oy American

as led to increased i
issue breoming availa
conflidential governn

=
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=
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onc wio has information, documents, -nove in family groups and live abov
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figu ed that any epw. oach
c

but opium was their only cash crop.
The evcra“ummhy could m 1‘,\c 540 or
$30 a ycar from it, and that would be
cnough to buy some silver ornaments
and to pay for t‘“n pigs for the harvest
celebrations. S :

As the Comminists started cow
through they stacted to cut the old tm.h
{hat these people had been using to un-
wad their opium. The Meo were
stranded in the mountains and the CIA y
{igured that the least they couid do was
o help them in hulVCStlno and distrib-.
uiing their crop. So, on the numerous

EaY
H

tha tm(:ipqrt ally repri: 'nm They came down from central China 'An,u]can airficlds you had a liason
: 0 not imagiac th: 0 bt d 0 @q i
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Suen 7 By CHUCK GREEN

L% Denver Post Staff Writer -
“ A little-known airline, believed con-
trolled by the U.S. Central Intelligence
-Agency and paid to fly secret missions in
- Southeast Asia, has tried to recruit pilots

“and mechanics in the Rocky Mountain

“Embire, The Denver Post has learned.

;* Response to the recruitment cfforts{ )

“eouldn’t be determined. .

-Inc., probably the world’s most sccretive

“airline, R S DU
According to the Pentagon papers, the.

.company is run by the CJ&, but it has a

“fleet of aircraft almost the size of Pan[
- .America World Airways,

Alr Amcrica pilots flew 728 fighicr—
‘bombers on raids in Laos in 1564 before

.. ;the American public knew of U.S. military

J

.involvement there, the' Pentagon docu-
ments show. g
- Air America flyers also have played key

: “roles in search and rescue missions

-beyond the borders of South Vietnam.

 Dean Rusk, sccretary of slate in ‘the
Kennedy and Johnson administrations,
once cabled the U.S. Embassy in Vien-
tiane, Laocs, thalt “Air America pilots can
‘play critically "important” roles in the
missions. SR T
- Some Lootion e
< In the same "cable, Rusk granted
“discretionary . authority to use Air
America pilots in 128s for SAR (search

and rescue) operations when you consider . ]
. : Overseas openings for Helicopter Pilots with H-24 or

1his indispensahle.”

. A B
" The published version of the Pentagon

papers tells of Air America’s involvemenf
n the carly slages of the air war in Laos:

" “The second mijot scgment of the Ad-

‘ministrations ‘covert war against North
Vietnam' consisted of air operations, . in
“Laos. A force of propeller-driven 128
“fighter-bombers, varying from about 25 to
40 aircraft, had been organized there. The
vplanies bore Laotian Air Force markings,
“but only some belonged to that air force.

:f‘ ““T'he rest were (manned by pilots of Air
“America (a pseudo-private airline run by
‘the CIA) and by Thai pilots under the
-eontrol of Ambassador Leonard Unger.”

-~ The parenthetical description is a part

t' ‘of the Pentagon papers published version.

~Unger was chief U.S. diplomat in Laos at
tthe time. - ST e
t..“These bricl glimpses into Air America’s
* purpose ‘are in sharp contrast tg_its Sﬁcr-
‘ficial charactesApproved For.R

1

© "The company, believed to opél‘éfé a

fleet of about 175 planes, was formed in

1933 as a wholly owned subsidiary of Pa./
cific Corp., a Delawaye corporation,

American Pilats

Washington, D.C., and. it survives primari-

ly on overseas U.S. government contract

work.

One of Air An)ez'féa‘s.prdﬁerties, "Air',‘
i Asia Ltd., owns the most sophisticated -

aircraft maintenance facility in the Far.
East on Taiwan, ool
“Air America spokesmen have said they

employ .2bout 400 pilafs, most of thenf

American. .. T

Alr America advertising accounts’ in
Denver date back at least to 1965, al-
though most of the ads.don’t even mention
the company itself. Respondents are sup-

. “posed to correspond to a “Washingtlon,
D.C., post office box. :

Typical of the ads bought by Air Amer-
ica was this .classified in The Denver Post
last fall: = 3 -

HELICOPTER PILOTS

H-53 Pilot in Command Expcrience. Applicants must
have 1,560 hours Helicoptar Pitot, Time with 1,000 hours
Pilet in Cormmand Time and Instrument Rating in Heli-
copters. Send letter and resume to P.O. Box 19250, Wash.
ington, D.C. 36036, Equal Oppartunity Employer.

.. Both the 134 and H53 choppers are used
" helicopter, and the modified “version of
that, the H34, is an Army transport craft.
" Neither “miachine has been widely used
commercially. S L
Air America spokesmen have said the
company employs about 8,500 persons,
and has at times had up to 11,000 on its
payroll. . I R
Ads in Denver during the last 18 months
have offered jobs for airplane pilots,
‘mechanies, supervisors,” electronic tech-
nicians. teachers and qualily control per-
sonnel, : S e g
The company did about $58 million
worth of business last yedr, with almost
$3 milliohr in profit before taxes. o
The Pentagon papers came froni a

nara to determine how

1/03/04 : C1ARDRE61%601

the United States became involved in. the

Victnam war. -

The top seciet documents w

erc éxposed’

: by the New York Times in a seriesof ar-

coootieles in June and  since

' T - ) + ., published in paperback form.
i, Alr America’s executive offices are im )

by the military. The Navy uses the S5

have been
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Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01
STATOTHR

CHARLOTTE, N.g.
OBSERVER

0CT 24 199 -
M- 173908 < 1979
s ~ 204,225

/ “CIA @E“ The Wi mg.@ @s Mm?

S It would not bother us too much if
now and then Washington fooled “them
» countries in Europe,” to coin Will Rog-
ers’ phrase. But we are still Boy Scouts
enough to have a little resentment when-
. ever Washmgton fools ‘“them people in
America.”
We sce a good bit of that in the lat-
est disclosures of CIA activities over the
_past couple of decades. In the
world most immediately at hand, covert
~ intelligence operations are plobably a ne-
cessity for the world’s most powerful
- country. But was it necessary to conceal
from the voting public even the fact that
we were massively engaged in covert
wars, overthrows and Imelgn -policymak-
ing thlouch the CIA?

-The people of other countries
seemed to know about it better than the
people of our own. There was a time
‘when we would routinely dismiss some of
the accusations. Aren’t those people con-

- spiracy-minded, we would think. It is, we-

would muse, ridiculous for anyone to
think that we would be incessantly en-
gaged in interfering with the internal af-
fairs of other countries; we just don’t
have the time or 1nchnat10n A little brib-
ing here or there, perhaps, if the legisla-
tors are cheap; but not assassinations,
subsidized revolts or massive military op-

lic.

messy -

erations unknown to the American pub
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More recently we have golien smart-
er. When we heard names such as “Air
America” and “Air Asia Limited” we
would put on our worldly smile and
think: Aectually, that’s probably one of

~-those little CIA frouts. We know about
that. We’ve read “Terry and the Pirates.”

Well, as our man James McCartney
reports from Washington, it turns out
that the ClA’s Air America, which oper-
ates in Southeast Asia, has been a rather
good-sized front. It has some 18,000 em-

J

ployes and as many planes as Pdll Ameu

can. It is higger than Dclta.

If we are going to run one of the
world’s major airlines in Southeast “Asia,
it ought to be properly advertised. We as-
sume the CIA would not object to a slo-
gan like “Leave the Flying to Us.”
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,B&JA1:SIW‘CARTVEY»
Heraid \"ashma.m Bureay .
\\"S‘PH;\'G’lO;\_" ~‘The
Cl.;, n supersecrecy, is run-
ning an airline in Southeast
Asin “wilh as many planes
as Pan American and
about as many employcs &S
the CIA itself some
18,600, .- :
'Alt’notégh virtually
‘known " to- the US.
which pays the bills,”
in numbers of plancs
the half-dozen
air carriers. - ,
~ The airiine i’ called "Air
'.Amexiw Inc, and it probably
s the w orld’s mos_t secretive.

~

rline. b . .
airl] e : ¢ gtructure of secret, and semi-

its pllots — . sup; nOo.,C.ij
“civilians” -— have manne 3e]
T23 fighter-bombars on 1a1do
in Laos,
Pentagon papers

THEY FTEN ﬂy ha/ ard-
ous missions in Laos, carry-
ing troops into battle — and
the wounded out.

Thw play the role’ of a

part-time air force 1o mcmy
Yirregular™ of guerrilla fight-
ers for a sccret, CIA-spon-
sored guerrilla armiy in Laos.

Says a former CIA officialr
“Without Air Amcrica there
could never have been a Lao-
tian war.” ’

Alr America
- {reight, owns -and operales
Asm s largest aireraft r’mmto-

ance facility, carries passe
g_us cvacuates xcmgebs
drops rice to the starving —
and ccmfvily }11805 its activi-
ties.

accor ding 1o the _

" every outward sign-of com-”
—a Wall

" man service for the U.S. gov-
also carries :

Ailr
‘investigator.

~vert s.dc. .

18 oct,
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CTHE STORY of Alr Amer

‘ca, in fdct, is one of the mout

intriguing of the U.S. in-
volvernent in Souilhcast Asia,
shrouded in Oriental mys-
tery. ’ :

Its mysmm», “however,
have now atirzcted the atten-
tion  and concern of con-
gressional investigators.

" For the first time they
have become fascinated with
Alr America — as well as
with other ClA-related air-
lines that long have p"ov‘ded_
“cover” for clandesline U.s.
activitics. \
Air America-simply is the
Jargest ‘of a highly coraplex

CiA-related corpora-
with interests in air

secret,
tions
power. .
“Nobody on Capitol Hill
secems to know exactly "what
America docs,” says one

C“But I can guaranice you
that were f{rying to find
out.” - "

THE CORPORATION has

plete legitimacy
trect . board of  directors,
thickly carpeted offices in-
Washington, neatly marked
and mamt"xmcd “zircraft 'in
the Fax East ofien doing yeo-

ernment. -

Many of ‘the SCIVlCCb of.'
Alr Amcrica’arc completely’
‘open in'Laos, Vietnam, - Thai- -
Kong :

land, Taiwan, Hmv
and Japan< ’

“Buf then- tr\cro xs the co-

.America. We own

~Says Victor Marchetti, a_/
former special assistant to.
the CIA’s chiefl of plans, who;
qmt in “msemnantmcnt and!
is now cooperating with con—;

gressional com umittees:
- “The CIA

‘our bidding.

“The top man of Air Amer-
]C(\. the man who built it,
Gborvc Doole'.Ir., was a CI~\
raan.’ ’

MAhCIIE’I' IT recalls- sce-

mg an internal CIO memo

in which the officer in charge

of Air America’s budget com-
plained that the m ]ino had
become “so huge. :
“The meuio compl’nned
thal Air Amcerica had more
employes than the CIA -
and the CIA had.
Marchetti says. .
Marchetti recalls that at
one_time the CIA made a
movie about its activitics in

created " Alr;
ed it It did’

IS,OQO,';/

“erations”

“A force of propeller-driv-

en T28  fighter-bomUers,
vavying from about 25 to 40

aircraft, had been or ganized
there (in Laos).

“The plancs bore Laotian
Alr Force markings, but only
-sonie belonged to that air
-force. The rest were manned
by pilots of Alr America (a

pseudo- pnmtu aivline run by
tne CIA) “and by Thai pi-
Jots . . 7 i

~ -

THE PAPERS also include

the text of a cablegram from
then Secretary of State Dean
Ruslk to the U.S. Embassy in
Vientiane, granting “discre-
tionary authority” to use Air
America pilots in 128 fighter,
bombers for search and res-
cue flights.

Rusk mentioned “T28 op-
as “vital bolh for
their military and paychologi-

al effects in Laocs” -— but

Laos — hopirig to get public™ did not discuss the full scope

credit for its long- muel ac-
tivities.
“The big star of the movie
v7as Air America,” he says.
“It cariied the supplics and
weapons into battle, support-
ed the guerrilla army of Mco

tribesman, and evacuated tha

wounded.” The maevie was
never shown publicly.

THE PENTAGON .papers

also furnished a flash of in-
sight inlo Alr Amam
tivities.

In talking about the oMm-
ning phazes of the c°:alatlon
ol“tnu asrial war in Laos, the
published version of tm, pa-
p('l says: .

ac-. Committee

of Air America’s role,
The Pentagon papers make

*clear that Air America pilots
armad

were | 1yin heavily
combat missions as long ago
as 1364, S .
OFFICIALLY, Air America
activities are supposed o be
limited to cairying cargo and

men on govermment con-
tracts.
.- Senale Toreign Relations

investigators in
Laos in recent months have
been puzzled by the fact that
128 fipghter,  bombers at
major airbases have been un-
marked except for serial
nurabers on thou tall

L}

Gn(inu“a
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in super-secrecy, is running
an airline in Southcast Asm,
with as many plancs as Péan'
American -~ and about as’

man) cmplo Cb as the CIA

Thougn vnmal]y um\mnn‘
tothe U.S. public, which pays
the bills; it ranks in numbers

~of .planes among the half-
- dozen largest U.S. air cawi-

ers.

The airvline is cal ed Air
-America, Tne., and it is prob-
ably the world’s most secre-
“five aivline. '

Its pilols supposecdy
“civilians” -~ have manned
T-28 fighter bainbers on raids
-in Lao"‘, according to the }’yn-
tagon Papers.

They often fly hazardous
‘missious in Laos carrying
troops into battle — and the
wounded out.

They play -the role of a
part-thme air force to many
“irregular” ov guerilla fighers’
for "a secret, CIA sponsored
guerilla army in Laos.

Sayq a_former CIA official:

CVICTOR MARCHRTIT
e ‘.‘qmt CM

“thout Alr America there
could never have been a La-
otian war.” -
JAlr America also  carries
freight, owns and operates
Asia’s largest ajrcralt mainte-
rance facility, carrics passen-
‘gers, evacuales  refugees,

drops xice fo m‘fdvéﬂ For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6

and carcfull V s 1f aclivi-
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" By JAMES MCCARTNEY e

. WASHINGTON. ~- The CIA,

%Y ,4 1\ s

ties, "7 T T

The story of Air Amel ica is
onc of the most intriguing of
the U. S involvement in
Southeast Asta, shrouded in
Oriental mystery, o

Its  mysteries, howcvmf
have now atlracted the atten-
tion and concery of congres-
sional investizators.

For the first time they have
becomme fascinated with Air
Amcrica — as well as with -
other ClA-rezated aivlines that -
long have provided “cover”
for clandestine U, S. activitics,

Air America s *simply the
largest of a highly complex
structurc of secret, and semni--
sccret, ClA-related corpora-
tions with interests in air |
power. o
" “Nobody on - Capitel Hill
secems 1o know cxactly what
Air Amcrica docs,” says one
investizator.

“But I cain guaraniec vou
that we're trying fo find out.”

The corporation has cvery
outward sign of compleie legi-
.timacy — a Wall Strect board .
of directors, thickly carpeted

“offices in “Washington, neatly

marked and maintained air-,
craft in the Tar East often’
doing yecoman scrvice for thu
U. S. governiment,

Many of the scrvices of Au

America arc completely epeit

in Laos, Victnam, Thailand,
Taiwan, - Hong ‘l(onfr tnd
Japan.

But then thmc 1s the covelt
q]dc

pre——
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Just how valid are the charges age ainst
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guarante

fense o the organization comes from a man
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1s have that it is under tight.control? A point-by-point de-
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the Certiral Intelligence Agency? Vihat

X £

1who served in top posts for 13 years.

,
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Following is an analysis of infelligence operations
-by Lyman B. Kirkpairick, Jr., former executive direc-
for-compiroller of the Central Intelligence Agency:

The Central Intelligence Agency was created by the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 as an independent agency in the
excculive branch of the United States Govermment, report-
ing to the President. Ever since that date it hds been sub-
jected to criticism both at home and abroad: for what it has
allegedly done as w e” as for what it has failed to do.

Our most cherished freedoms are those of speuch and the
press and the right to protest. It is not only a right, but an

~obligation of citizenship to be critical of our institutions, and
no organization can be immune from serutiny. It is necessary
that criticisim be responsible, objective and, constructive,

It should be recognized that as Americans we have an’

inherent mistrust of amlhm" scerel: The unknown is always
a worry. We distrust the powerful. A secrel organization de-
scribed as powerful must appear as most d.mgf(*muq of all
* It was my responsibility for my last 12 years with the CIA
—fizst as inspector general, then, as excculive director-
comptroller—to insure that all responsible criticisms of the
CIA were properly and thoroughly examined and, when
required, remedial action taken. I am confident this praclice
has been followed by my suceessors, not because of any
dircet knowledge, but because the present Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence was my respected friend and colleague for
morc than two decades, and this is how he operates. - -
It is with this as background that I comment on thé cur-
‘rent allegations, none of which are original with this critic but
“any of which should be of concern to any American citizen.

'ClA and the Intelligence System Is Teo Big

' This raiscs the questions of hiow much we are willing to
- pay for national securily, and how much is enough.

First, what arc the responsibilitics of l%he CIA. and the
-other intelligence organizations of our Government?

Vuy briclly, the intelligence system ‘is charged with in-

suring that the United SldlC§ learns as far in advance as pos-

sible of any potential threals to our national interests.” A

moment’s contemplation will put in perspective what this ac-

tually aneans. Jt can range all the way from Russian missﬂcs
L

STATOTHR

pointed at North America lo threats to U. S. ships or bases,
to cxpropiiation of American propertics, to dangers {o any
one of our allies whom we are pledged by trealy to protect.
It is the interface of world competition belween superior
powers. Few are those'who have served in the intelligence
system who have not wished that there could Le some limita-
tion of responsibilities”or some lessening of encyclopedic re-
quircments about the world. It is also safe to suggest that eur
senfor policy makers undoubtedly wish that their span of
required information could be less and fhat not every dis-
turbance in every part of the world eame into their purview.

-{Note: This should hot be interpreled as meaning that the

U. S. means to intervenc, It does mean that when there is a -

: Lyman B. Kirkpatrick, Jr.,
] 1 now professor of political
S science at Brown University,

B A joined the Central Intelli-
R i gence Agency in 1947 and

e

L - , {or, inspector general and ex-
Lo e 1 ecutlive director-comptroller
- ) before leaving in 1965. He

F intelligence and espionage

i 1 Among other honors, he holds
the President’'s Award for
Distinguished Federal Civil-
fan Service and the Distin-
guishad Intelligence Medal.

SR CP U IR AT PP T R R WY S

Mr. Kirkpatrick

- boundary dispute or major disagrecmoent belween other na-

tions, the U.S. is expecied to exert its leadership to help
solve the dispute. It does mean that we will resist subversion

against small, new nations. Thus the demand by U. S. policy-

makers that Uley be kept informed.)

What this- mmeans for our intelligence system is world-
wide cover age.

“To my- pmsonﬂ knowledge, there has not l)ccn an Admin-

advanced to assistant cirec-’

has written extensively on”

istration in Washington that las not been actively concerned’

with the size and cost of the intelligence syster. All Admin-
istrations have kept the intelligence agencies under tight con-
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Is the ClA starting to spy on Ame sricans at home--turning talents and mon

é gainst students, hlacks, o

Al

/A
Fa

MER ST

thers? That is one of several key questions la:@e
wide rangihg criticism. A direct response starts on page 81.

OFFICER
ACTIVITIES
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The following was written by Fdward K. Delong of

United Press Intérnational, based on an interview with
a Central Intelligence Agency official who has re-
signed. The dispaich was distributed by UPI for pub-
hcai:on oh Oclober 3. ’

-

Victor Marchetti cmbarked 16 years ago on a career thal
was all any aspiring young spy could ask. But two years ago,
afier reaching the highest levels of the Central Intelligence

. Agency, he became dmc‘nclmntcd with what he perceived to.

be amumhl), overwhelming military  influence, waste and
duplicily in the spy business. 1la quit.

- Fearing today that the CIA may already ha\(, begun “go-
ing agahst the encmy within” the United Slates as they
may conceive it—that is, dissident student groups and civil-
rights.organizalions— Marchetti has launched a campaign for
more - presidential and congressional control over the entire
U. S. intelligence community.

“I think we need to do this becamo we're getling inlo
an awfully dangerous era when we have all this talent
(for clandestine opemhons) in the CIA—and more being de-
vclopcd in the military, which is getling into rlaudestmc
“ops” (operations)—and there just aren’t that many’ places
any more lo dlsphy that talent,” Marchetii says.

“The cold war is fading. So is the war in Southcast Asia,
except for Laos. At the sauic time, were getting a lot of
domestic plohlems And there are people in the CIA who--
if they aren’t right now actually alrcady rwming dowestic
operations against student groups, black movements and the
hl\e —are ¢er Lamly consldumg it.

“This is going to get to be very. templing,” Marchetti
said in a recent. interview al his comfortable home in Oak-

. ton, [Va.], a Washington subwrb where many 'CIA men live,

“Iherel he a great templation for these people to sug-
_gest operations and for a President to approve -them or to
kind of Jook the other way. You have tlic danger of intelli-
gence tuming against the nation itself, going against the ‘the
encmy within.’ ] ’

Marchelti speaks of the CIA from an insider’s point of
“view. At Pu:mylvdma State University he deliberately pre-
pared ]mme]f
“with a degree in

dies and or

Agerey’s

programs and budgeting,

-community, too:
(Defense Intelligence Agency), the national reconnaissance

plr §’qube§&%§’§?@‘1’/6@3@4

e

Through a professor seeretly on the CIA payroll as a talent
scout, Marchetti netted the prize all would-be spies dream
of-an immediate job offer from the CIA. The offer came
during a secret meeting 4n a hotel room, set up by a stranger
who telephoned and identified himsclf only as “a friend of
your brother.” .

Marchetti spent one year as a CTA agent in the ficld and
10 more as an analyst of intelligence relating to the Soviet
Union, rising through "the ranks until he was helping pre-
pare the national intelligence estimates fox the White House.
During tlm period, Mar-
chetli says, “1 was a hawk.

I believed in. whai we.
were doing.”

Then he was promoted
to the exccutive stafl of
the CIA, moving to an of-
fice on the top floor of the
headguarters
across the Polomac River /
from Washington.

For thrce years he
worked as special assistant
to the CIA chiefl of plans,

as special assistant to the
CIA’s exccutive divector,
and as exccutive assistant
to the Agency’s depuly
director, V. Adm. Rufus
L. Tdylm

“This put mc in a very
rare position within the Agency” and within the intelligence
community in general, in that 1 was in a place where it was:
bcmg all pulled toﬁclhcl Marchetli said.

“I could see how mte]hgoncp analysis was done and how it
fitted into the scheme of clandestine operations. It also gave
me an opportunity to- get a good view of the intelligence
the National Security Ageney, the DIA-

Mr Marchetti

organization—the whole bit. And I slarted to see the politics
within the- community and "the politics between tlic com-
munity and the outside. This change of perspective during
those three years had a prolound effect on me, because '1
began to sce things I didn’t like.”

With many of his lifclong vicws about the world shaltered, :

Marchetti decided to abandon his chosen carcer. Onc of the

RIAR Psodpmo R@’ooeeoegfoem 1§ Dircetor
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syegularly puichased large

“quartities of opium in Taos |

‘with funds provided by the

‘ cy.
- His testimony came dur-
Uing the final dey of “Win-
ier Soldier Investigation
‘11 sponsored by Vielngm
“Velerans Against the War
(VVAW) at Boslon’s Fan-
eml Tl

Former Sgl. Paul With-
ters, 24, a Sp] inglield native
now living in Cambridge,
t0ld 300 persons: “When I
was in Laos in 1966, one of
.y main functions. was 1o

ibuy opium from Mco
"{ribesmen, using CIA
{funds.” :

‘He said his orders 10 bm
opium “came down from a
-contact man’ "rom the CIA
cand  were “only  verbal,
“pever on-parer.” Payment

Centm] Intelhpemc Agen-.

:

Green Bevet -
asseried yester day that he 4

TEE BOSTT
Approved For Release 2001/63/04 :1€TA-RDFBUAMGTHR00

p10c0~scc1 “the  drugs
ﬂown into South Vietnam'
'1b0'11d both m]h’uny and
cclvilian aireraft.

The congressmen’s’

U port also alleged that both

“the Laotian armny  com-
mander, Gen. Ouan Rathi-
koun, and South Vielnam-
cse Premivr Tran Thien

. Khlem are involved in the

corruption of customs

agents and drug U 'm"lckw_

ing.

Withcxs said lhaf after

: completing basic tra ining

at ¥ort Dix in the fall of
1965, he was senl to Nha
Trang, Souh Vielnam. Al-
though he was “osiensibly”

. stationed there, he said he

was placed “on loan” to the
CIA in January 1866 with
orders to hclp “frain and
S quip Meo tlibrsmen
“eownterinsurgency™ against
Pathet Leo ngCll’]]"lb

o 603

The traiinng was “in fa(t

~the main part of my job” in

to the Meo iribesmen was °

made in “gold and silver,
which ‘came in on an agen-
ey planc ” he adde '

Laos, Withers _asid, but
““Yhere were never

. than {wo opiun pickups a

" week”

during the year he

¢ served thue

Withers said epium pl(]\— .

ups at a small base camp in
northern Tavs, which he
and two other Green Be-
‘rets built, were made by
Ay America” planes. “It
Jwas Americans who picked
“up the opium” in its raw,
unpl ocesscd form, he said.

A 1ep01( in july by two

Foreign  Affairs

and Morgan

~

WJthen sald that afler

_Tecelving language training

. can

1

"+ He

House
\/’ Committee members, Reps.
‘Robert Stecle . (D-Conn.) .
Miurphy

(D-111.), alleged that “Air .

America”  aiverafl, = con~
‘tracted by the CIA,
been used to
‘opium from northern Laos
inte the capital city of
.Vientiene: and that,

have
transport

once

in varjous Southeast sian
-dialects  whiler at Nha
Trang, he was “stripped of
my uniform and all Ameri-
credentials”  before’
going to Laos. ‘

said the CIA
“wouldw’t ~ even let me
write my own Jeliers. Th:y
gave me blank sheets of
paper and iold me to sigu
al the. beitom. Then the
ageney type d out letters

- gent 1o m) pamn(s and my

« Vietnan, .

gnlfl jend.

Discharged last
ber after post-Laos serviee
in Cambodia and Soulh
Withers .. .was’

awarded’

TO-

in’

fewer |

Decem-

!

..“In this sense,

GL

‘)J

ave !

nine
Hearts, the Distinguished
Service Cross and Silver
and B1 onze Stars, )

Ho said he ';pone abhout
his involvement in opium

trafficking lo Scns. Mike
Gravel (D-Alaska) and}
George " McGovern
(D- SD) and b aides of
. Sess.  John St(nms
(D-Miss.) and  William -
Fulbright  (D- -Ark.) in

June but was not aware of |
any subsequent action

-taken by the legislalors.

He said FBI and Army
Criminal Investigation Di-
vision (CID) agents had
visited him “three or four

purple |

v
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times, most recently about

a month and a half ago in
Camr.dge,” to question him :
about his allegztinons. e said
hsi mother in Springfile
and his wife,now living in
South Hadiey, had also

“been questioned.

Another participant in
yesterday's VVAW panels,
Charles Xnight of tho
Comnnilice of Comemed
Asian SChOlcll s, called’
opivm “the lalg,c%t export’
commodily in the Laotian’
economy” and commented:
it is not at’

all strange that the CIA

“should aid and plowct 1ls

{ransport.” o N

Other tcstlmony includ-,
ed stalements by Indochina’
velerans who s\aid they!
were former or current’
heroin addicts. ;
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RS . PHNOM PENH (UPI)-— The
. - U.S. Cenfral Tntelligence Agency
’ i closed a scerel school for train
ing Cumbodian army guerrillas
tin Laos when police arrested a
. high-ranking. Cambodian officer
at  the school on hercin-
smuggling  charges, military
sources sald, - . 1o
~ The officer was a top alde ofl :
It Col.- Lan Non, brother ofi o
Prime Minister Lon Nol, the

sources said. -
: . Since his arrest in June, the, _ .
"~ alde has been released 'md
dressed in civilian clothes, has
resumed dulies in Phnom Trenh
-at Lon Non's super-secret Spe-
cial Cocvdination Connm‘(u L

The Cambodian army, in the
“meantitue, has established al
new gueirille {raining cenler in!
soutl\un Leos, and the CIA is
once again considering provid-
ing American instruciors and
equipment, the officers said.

The Lon Nol aide was arresled
.in’ Pakse, Laos, by local pohco
‘when he atlempled to hoard a /
Pinom Penh-bound Alr Amet}ca \
plane with 22 pounds of heroin in
a soapflake. hox, the’ sowrces
said. :

The hercin w ouk] be worlh al-
most $12,600 on the Vietnam
markef.

~American officials  were in-
formed, and concluded afler iu-
vestigation that the heroin was
“pound for U.S. troops in ‘louth
Vielnan /
~.The seerct CIA camn at I\c'
korn Sin in scuthern I.qos Sth .
sequently ‘crderad out all Cam: . ' )
.bodian officers and trainecs
from Lon Now’s 15th Infantry
igade, thc offlcex.s reported.

- Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900090001-6
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" CIA smuseling in ¢ Thai sinessinen
: BAMGKCK — The manager of Thai Airways has con'.'whi;m-
i the U.S. Finbassy lLere that Alr America, the Central In cllige
' -Ageney's owned and operated air ling, has baen picking up passeazers
jn.ztu, 1}1“1’3‘.(1 and u‘;?L\,Jy £ot m,d,mg with the Thai mlmn
’ g Suchiva, manager of Thal Alrways, said his line had the
sole 1 pick up domestic pswf‘ni,q in Thailand, Alr America is - ’ . . |
usadd m'-inly for trccr"o"t of war rat u(:;l and I;Elocfl l for the U.S.
viar.af ags ’i‘CSSle:J Indechina. S o
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¢ SAT Oific 'z‘}s Be m
i Cohvnnm’s ,{cpm)tf

: " Not us, say the folks at \’h-
ami’s Soutmm Al - Trans-
port, ) :

“Pm  chairman ~ of the!
board,” chuckles 7, C. (Dog)
Moor, “anid if i's a CJA oper-
ation T sure haven't gotien
anything out of it at all.” i

< “There’s no sound basis
for those reports at all,” sayvs
Stanlo) G, Williams, presi-
dent of the supplementsl! air- |
line based. al- the northwest
,sorner of ‘Miami Internation-
1l Airport.

COLURNIST Jack Ander-
ton quoted a former CIA of-
Aicial, Viclor Marchetti, as
identifying SAT as a subsid- |
iary of the Cenlral Intelli-
genccA LE1LCY,

i+ “The sole existence of
%QA] " according to Marchet--
tl “m that the CI“ be ready "

RO S

for the contingency that
- un r: :

;’ y‘F él

RN

SE LT b L el Y

c somcddy it wxll have 1o [cnv
ymen and  material to some

‘. Latm American  country to

,.wafm a clandc)tme war.”

sl mmnd loads

© Moor and Williams. two of

four stockiolders in the pri-
“vately hcld corporation that

‘Moor founded in 1947, char- -

acterize SAT
‘supplemental  afline
“deals in both commercial and
.military charters.

BUT, IMOOR acknO\\'Iedg-
, “I'don’t doubt tlmt we've
that may be
( IA. A cargo agent crillc with
ﬁ load for us (o pldx up and
\ve carry it.
2 oewe don't know who is
,’shipping whal to whom.”
-5 Because of the. capacity of
ii}s Lockheed Hercules  air
dreighters, SAT is certilied to
Tarry outsized cargo any-
where in the world, The air-
fine alsa is certified to haul
Jeouhn cargo from any point
fu the United States to desti-
nations in-the Pacific, or the

Caribbean, SAT's = original
narket fol flights out of

Miami.

»+ TIS CARGOS may be as

tharmless as furniture or as

~volatile as dynamite.

Y2 SAT conducts a divided

spperation, with three Merco- '
Jdes and two DCGs based in

‘Miami and two DBoeing jots

that |

as a certilied

{

Lpddtlll 3 on contvact 1o the
\Tl]ltfuy Airlift. Command out !
of Taiwan. '
w “With ourr Pacific opera-
fions and military flights out !
of Patrick Air Force Base, P'd
Say that 60 por cent of our ;
woik is military and 40 per
ccnt commercial,” Moor said.

i
‘
'

< YIE DENIES “absolutely”
‘past reports that onc stock-
holder in SAT is the Paciiic.”
Lorp.,, a Delaware holding §
company thal has been iden-
tificd as the parent firm of
Adr America, whose shadowy
operations in Vielnam have |
garned it the name “AirJ
Spoo!\ ” z 1
3 According (o \’[oor %AT is
tontrolled totallv hy himself,
Williams, and two other pri- -
vate investors, Percy Brund-
age and Perkins MceGuire.

I wWilliaras worries that e

mors of  cloak-and-dagger
tlnling couid affect the .
company mtemdtlongd busi- !
ness. !

k-4

© “THAT COULD hurt us,”
- he said. *We're fJLqucnﬂv ’
applying for landing permits

at airports all over the-"

Approved ‘For Re

Whoever SAT's

C‘h Hils are

its business cnjoyed an upf
turn in'1970, records show.

+ The airline tuned a mod-
©st net profit of §50,820 on

SIO 79 million in

Tevenues,

against a $2,470 loss the year

bcfme on $11.64 )
“revenues. Tts total asscts are

Jisted at 89

Ry ST

.7 million.
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IL s hard for a Russian spy o make an

honest living any time, and it’s even
_ harder, now that the:London intelli-
. _gence lIldll\CL has suddenly: becorme
“less rewarding. With 105 of . the 550
Rus‘qidp' ilcmls ™ cvxou;ly assigited
" to Britain now hanned from the coun-
try, and with the forther restriction
that prohibits even their 1eplz'cnm<*nt
the message 1o Moscow is clem th
‘scndmg spws

Sir Alec Douglas- Home Bntdm s for-

eign secretary, put it more,elegantly.
In an Aug. 4 letter to Sovict 10 reign
Minister Gromyko, he wrote, after
listing specific examples, “T do not
accept your contention that, in the jn-
terest of Anglo-Soviet relations, Hor
Majesty’s Government should abanE”
from taking measures to prevent, limit
or inhibit the espionage conducted by
Sovict officials and other Soviet citi-
zens in this country on such an cxion
‘sive .scale. .

C
Blitaiil ?chon should not bc mis-
construed as puttm«T an end to the
5py business, even in London. Amer-
ican intclligence experts say ihat half
or more of the officials in most So-
viet embassics, trade missions and
other declegations are involved in es-

pionage. If that assumption is correct,
then cven a fte; the cracl;qown la.st

s : Y S
B SR

Russizan activities in merl cvght to/‘

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R0§92§¢0H0R01-6

~week, 100 or so Russian agents will |

remai‘n in Britain._

- - el

“'But the Bntlsh move is lmely to h e
“an effect in many parts of the world,

the number of Soviet officials in-
volved should malke pen. - in nearly’
all capitals thivk twice & * L the pur-
poses that visiting Russic s might be’
pursuing. : o '

Unfortunately the same people might
. p &

alzo he provoked into second thoughts
about Awmericans. Somo will recall
he C1/4.has been running an air-
line and divecting a war in Laos and .
carrying out other operetions from
the cover of aid missions. They might
sndor to what extent they are the
ficlaries -— or objects -~ of the’
stimated tOt 11 of 85 billion spent an-~
nuslly by the United States inits (also
estimated) 200,000-person intelligence
actvvu.les N RE
~ e "“‘jJ
8|
Unfm mnatcm too thc very definition

of covert intelligence mcans that such

oubls can’t he overcome. The most
one can hope is that people of other
countries will have greater confidence”
in American integrity than in that of
the Soviet Union. .The ‘exposure of

help. .

oL

LR
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