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Michel R. Lamberti et Catherine L

remonter toutes les filibres qui méuent anx: vrais patrons de la drogue

'\j ce fléau, c’est lui qui viendra a
M.’ | hout de nous », s’exclamait. le
7 juin 1971, le président Nixon devant
¢s dizaines de millions de téléspectateurs.
es Etats-Unis ont, en effet. le triste pri-
ilege de compter le plus grand nombre
‘héroinomanes du monde { plus dun
emi-million actuellement, dont trois cent
ille” pour la seule ville de New York.

?\I < Si nous ne venons pas a bout de

lus de SO % des crimes perpétrés dans

es grandes villes song directement liés 4 la
rogue : on tue pour se procurer l'argent
écessaire 2 achat d'une dose d’héroine.

Le phénomene n'est pas seujement améri- -

ain : tous les pays européens voient croitre
une vitesse vertigineuse le nombre de
curs héroinomanes. En France, ol la pé-
étration de la drogue n'a été sensible qu’a
artit de 1968, on en compte déjd vingt
nille. Et le ministére de la Santé estime
jue le pays pourrait compter cent mille
éroinomanes en 1976,

Couper la source

La drogue n’est plus un simple pro-
léme de police. Partant du principe ¢vi-
lent, exposé derniérement a un journaliste
iméricain de « U.S. News and World
Report » par 'ancien dirccteur des Doua-
1es américaines, Myles J. Ambrose, et selon
equel <« on ne peut pas devenir toxico-
nane si lon ne trouve pas de stupé-
iants », Washington a décidé de remon-
er 4 la source, c'est-d-dire & la produc-
ion’ méme de 'opium, dont 'héroine est
1 dérivé.’

Couper la source d’approvisionnement
des trafiquants, c’est intervenir dans les
affaires des pays producteurs : de poli-
ciére, la lutte contre la toxicomanie est
devenue politique. Se posant une fois de
plus en « gendarmes du- monde » mais,
cette fois, pour une cause dont personne
ne songe a discuter le bien-fondé, les Etats-
Unis se sont lancés dans une croisade que
d’aucuns jugent d’avance vouée & l'échec.

On produit, en effet, chaque année, dans
le monde, assez d'opium pour approvision-
ner les cing cent mille héroinomanes amé-
rlcz'xins pendant cinquante ans deux 2
trois mille tonnes. dont la moitié secule-

s

ment est destinée a I'industrie pharmaceu-

PARIS, LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUL
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tique. Le reste passc sur le marché entre
les mains des trafiquants qui approvision-
nent les fumeurs d'opium et les héroino-
manes. .

Les trafiquants peuvent se fournir & deux
sources différentes :

O 1) Les pays dans lesquels la cuiture du
pavot est légale et contrdlée par I'Etat,
mais olt une partic de la récolte échappe
aux autorités administratives.

® 2) Les pays dans lesquels la culture
du pavot est en principe interdite, mais
qui n'ont pas ies moyens matériels et poli-
tiques — -ou le désir — de faire respecter
cette loi.

La Turquie, troisiéme producteur mon-
dial, entrait dans la premitre catégorie.
Jusqu'a ce que le gouvernement d’Ankara
décide de proscrire la culture du pavot
sur tout le territoire turc & partir de 1972,
25 % de la production d'opium était dé-

- tournée vers le marché clandestin, alors

qu’elle aurait dii. en principe, &tre enticre-
ment achetée par I'Etat. Ce pays n’est pas
le seul & connaitre pareil probleme. uvne
enquéte effectuée par le service stratégi-
que des renseignements du Bureau des Nar-

cotiques américain (B.N.D.D.) donnait,
pour 1971, les chiffres suivants :
Production  Production
(1) écoulée écoulée
sur sur
le marché e marché
licite clandestin
Turquie . ...... 150 35 a 50
Inde .......... 1200 250 . -
Pakistan . ...... 6 175-200
Iran . ...oeeenns 150 7
URSS. . ...... 115 ?
République popu- '
laire de Chine 100 ?
Yougoslavie .... 0,83 1.7
Japon ........ 5 C—
Trianglie dor
(Thailande - Bir-
manie - Laos) 750
Afghanistan 100-150
Mexique ...... 5-15

{1) En tonnes.

Contrairement 4 ce que l'on pourrait
penser, les « fuites » ne sont pas propor-

-«

tionnelles & Uimportance de la production
licite ni a celle des superficies cultivées

amour ont fait le tour du monde pou

en pavot. Elles dépendent du plus ou
moins grand sous-développement adminis.
tratif du pays concerné et de la capacitc
des autorités Jocales & exercer un controle
effectif sur les paysans _au moment de:
récoltes.

Pourtant, méme des contréles rigou
reux ne suffisent pas a éviter les détour
nemeénts, compte tenu de la différence de:
prix pratiqués sur le marché officicl et su
le marché clandestin. L'exemple de I'Ind:
le prouve, ol, en dépit d'un systéme d:
contrdle gouvernemental cité en’ exemph
par toutes les instances internationales. le
fuites s’élévent A 18 $% de la preductio
totale. La Yougoslavie laisserait échappe
prés de 70 % de sa production. Le Pakis
tan, enfin, qui produit iZgalement six ton
nes d’opium, contribuerait pour pros 4
deux cents tonnes A l'approvisionncmen
des trafiquants.

Le pkwot pariout

Dans une deuxiéme catégoric de paye
la production de T'opium est illéale. |
n'existc évidemment aucun organism
d'Etat chargé de contrdler une productio
qui, en principe, nexiste pas. Clandestine

“la récolte d’opium est entiérement ecould

sur le marché paralléle. Selon le B.N.D.D
ces pays contribueraient pour huit cent cir
quante a mille tonnes a lapprovisionnt
ment du trafic.

D'autres régions, sur lesquelles on n
posséde absolument aucune informatio:
produisent de P'opium en quantité appr
ciable : le Népal et, probablement, la Syr:
et le Kurdistan irakien. On signale aus
Papparition de champs de pavots en Am:
rique du Sud. Conirairement a ce que I'c
a souvent affirmé, la culture du pavot r
requiert pas de conditions géographiquu
ou climatiques exceptionnelles. Elle reclam

- seulement une main-d’ceuvre abondante -

bon marché car la récolte demande beit
coup de soins et de minutie.

Nombre de pays qui ne sont pas &
producteurs traditionnels d’opium pou

" raient, s'ils le voulaient, se mettre a cuitiv

du pavot. C'est le cas tour récent du J
pon. La production d’opium a, de c¢ {3
tendance a croitre en fonction de la d
mande et pourrait encore augmenter cuiv
dérablement. Des indices nombreux mo
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By ROBEﬁT KAYLOR Lieroin was traced to Southﬂast

BANGKOEK, Thailand — (UPI)

— Narcotics traffickers have
stockpited hundreds of pounds of
pure heroin in North Burma and
are {ryinz to establish a con-
nection to lucrative markets in
the United States.
_In the meentime, U, S. and
.Thai narcotics agents who have
[lightened their grip on routes for
’ ghcrom and opium traffic are
!watching from across the bor-
(der.

Informed sources here who
have walched the stockpiles
build up, say a wary standoff
has -developed. in the "“Goiden

Thailans, Lacs and Burma
whore the Southeast Asian nar-
cotics trade is centered.

“INTELLIGERKCE reports in-
dicate that mnarcotics traf-
fickers~—mostly ovcrscasi
Chinese—have considered killinz |
U. S. narcotics agents to clcar
the bottleneck. .
“Eventually they'll start to
‘move the stuff,” said a local
source, “and things will start to
happen. The question is when

Sources who monitor the nar-
cotics {raffic say producers in
North Burma have on hand
several hundred pounds of
neatly packaged, pure grade no.
4 white heroin, which looks like
soap powder.

Manufactured In refineries
that are in some cases almost in
sight of the Nam Ruak River
forming the boundary betwcen
Burma and Thailand raore than
400 miles north of Bangkok, the
heroin was intended for the
American Gl market in South
Vietnam, the producers were
caught unawares by the U. S.
withdrawal, the sources say.

TRAFFICKERS ARE now
looking for connections in ather
markets, includging the United
States, which now gets an
estimated 5 to 10 per cent of its
heroin {from Southeast Asia.

“These bhoys haven't even
tapped the U. S. market yet,"”
said one source here.

That they are interested was
demonsirated by the arrest of
two Ch'nese who sold a 51ntcn<c
full of herejp to _an unde
narcotics aARpHQ\\GQ

Chinatown this summer.

The

Trisngle” the border area of

“tbeen through cash awards run-

p‘r Rﬁl}gﬁﬁ (m [ m]gm]fm

Asia.

Narcotics authorities estlmatc'
that atout 709 tons of ¢pivm are|
produced each year in the!
jurzled mountains of the Golden
Trwngln mostly in  Burma.!

While ‘Thailand and Laos

o«pnrdte with the United States
in combating narcotics traffic,
Burma does not.

TiE AUTHORITIES believe
half of the opium is vsed in the
area where it is grown and
another 200 to 250 tons used in
Hona Kong and other places in
Seutheast Asia where there is a
large addict population. That
leaves 50 tons or more unac..
counted for—enough to produce’
at Jeast five tons of high-grade:
heroin.

The major route for the
opium has béen across the bor-
ders into Thailand, then by
highway 1o the Bangkok area
and from the Thai coast by
fishing trawler to long Kong
and the rest of the world.

About a dozen U. S. narcotics-

agents have mwoved into
Thailand, some of them operat-,
ing in the far northern Thaij
secter of the triangle.

The Thai police last April
formed a 30-man special nar-
cotics operation (SNO) to work
in Morth Thailand. While U. S.
and Thai agents cannot work

across the Burmese border, they
kave formed their own network
of informants and also enlisted
| the aid of the CIA, which has
‘heen active in the area for the
past 20 vears.

SINCE SKOD STARTED work

“1it has seized more than five tons

of opium, heroin and other drugs
and broken up smuggling net-
works which used dummy
gasoline tank trucks and opium
runnors in Thai army officers”:
uniforms to get past check-!
points.

Much of the SNO success has

ninz up to w.fuﬁ for large drug
seizures. The money is paid to
the Thai investigators who make
the haul, and they distribute it

among their informants.
Sources hicre say the reluc-
tance of traffickers to move
mc

more than 6,620 pounds is proof
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the system works.
Heroin is still plentiful
Bangkok and

in'
at the U. S.|

military bascs in Thailand, as
was discovered by a more cifi-
cient system of testing GI's
which went into cffect in July.
TESTS SO FAR indicate that
up to 1,575 of the approximately
45,060 GI's in Theiland use
Leroin, compard with about 255
discovered earlici. A vial of
pure heroin that w il sell for $500
in the U.S. can be bought for &
in Thailand. .
Authorities say big-time traf-
fic through Thailand has dricd
Jup temporarily, however. They
;cite the crackdown and tem-
poxary loss of a big market as
the cause.

“What kccps a connoctlon

tozether is a combination of.
faith and trust in the guy you're,
dealing with,” said one source
here. “It takes time to build that
up 1)
" The sources added that heroin”
is a product that does not
deteriorate sitting on the shelf,
and that the men who run the’
Golden Triangle dmb uamc can-,
afford to wait.
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By George C. Wilson
Washinzicn Post Staff Woiter

The United Stales since
May has sent about 3,000 Ma-
rines, mos cirmen, 1o Nom
Phong as p: n of a big shift in
military personnel from South
Yietnam to Thailand.

Military sources in inter-
views said Nam PhorZ in
northern Thailand is fast tak-
ing on the characteristies of
Danang during the carly dayvs
of the \Jom:m war-—complete
with Marine riflemen patrol-
.ling outside the base.

I Officially, the Pentazon lists
'an Amcmnn military pres-
.ence of 43600 men in Thai-
‘land, but does not break the
total down by service or arca.

“T wouldn’t quibble with
3,000,” said a Pentagon official
!yesterday when told this was
fan estimate Marines gave for
‘their number at Nam Phong.

‘* As many as 3,000 Marines
plus 2 varying number of Sea-
-bees, with one recent estimate
‘of 2,000, coostitutes a much
:bigger  American  presence
than has been described pre-
viously by the U.S. command..

The Pentagon has been say-
ing in recent weeks that there
are about 43,000 American
servicemen in Thailand. It
does not break them down by
service. Defense officials have
said about 1.0C0 must be Ma-
rines since that number had
been transferred from South
“Vietnam to Thailand.

Back in June, the U.S. com-
mand announced that Marine
ipilots and plancs had been
;sent from Danang in South
i Vietnam to Namn Phong to
j £ain greater sccurity. But fow
“details were given out as a
tight seereey lid was clamped
con the old air strip at Nam
"Phong formerly used by the
Central Intellizcence Agency.
© Interviews with military
csources in Washington and
iclscwhcre brought these other
‘disclosurcs about the buildup
‘at Nam Phong:
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soldicrs have hieen
Marines  on

¢ Thai
accompanyin
armed nizht pat

whoen an Amer
ican and a Thai patrol misrtak-
enly shot at each other in the !
dark. The Thul

allows no .\mecrican (om mt
operations on its soil--as
tinguished {rom
space for U.S.

go into combat ocutside Thai-
] Pentagon officials have
T ‘munrm that providin<:

oo seeurity does not consti-
cround colabat.

e

airmicii

s Aiaringe planes,
and support forees went 1o
\ Phont nat only from
Vi ama bhut  Irom

continont

slavine Air
lIwasuni—a fresh indication
that Thailand will build up as
an American outpost as the
U.S. military presence  in
Japan declines.

+ Mortars  are
jiired at Nam DPhong.
catitd  indicate  that  Nam
Thong will draw fire just as
anang did after the Marines
! there in 1065 te secure
{hie air strip.

At the Pentagon, Cmdr., Jo-
senh J. Lorfano, public affaiiy

\
ne

frequently
This

Been “no sapper attacks”
}‘hon,’l.

A Marine trooper from Nam,
Phong insisted that 192 mibi-i
vieter  mertars  were  being
fired at the base regularly,’
hough inaccurastely. He said
his superiors iold the men the
oxplasions  were dud bombs
n2 detonated. “I know in-
coming when T hear i,” said
the Marire in discounting the
no hostile action cizhm.

e Keabees are Dbuilding a
hospital at Nam Phong instead
of relving on medical facilities
at the Udorn air force base
some 40 miles away. The hos-
pital testifies to the perma-
nent plans for the base and, in
{1e view of some Marines, the
possibility of comibat in the
area.

Task Force Delta was the
neme of the operation to re.
furbizh Nam Pliong {or the
First Marine Air Wing. Two

-44.».-

o

9 §é1266’1/6§rd4smmm980 01

rols outside
the perimeter of the base ever:

Ve
since sunmimner, -.,,L..(‘ 3 and 4.

.1 Hicse off

rening Danany at

covernment |
1 o3

18 steadfastly insisted that ”"\pno,ed to o

prov u“n"- \
aivplancs w Hx(h}

'f"und

cndso at Nam Phm

from Jdapan i, ',
ithe bhase,
were F-4 fighter-hombers from

Group 36 &%

{hosn based at Nz Phong.

czman on Southenst Asia,l
d vesterday that there haved
m*:’
other hostile activity at Nom

Nam Phong, the U.S. Air
i Force earlicr this year re-

companies of Mrerine combat
troons from the Tnird Batial-
i of the Thicd Marine Divi-:
ston flew irto Nam PPhong on
"¢ North Viet-
nsive was threat-
the time.
troops wele
et the two
talions of Scibees flown in
few dayve '-q*ad of them 10

The cambat

H fm r bunld
B‘!t Mezarine  riflemen
themselves  spreading
wire arounri the have besides
going out on patrol,

A Thai army tr

ing base is
3 in a sepn-
irate compoeutud, The American
urity effort is ceneentrated
wrotectmg the 160 or so
crine 4 and A-6 fighter-
hombers and helicopters at

(3

Nam Phony is direetly west
of the demiliterized zone sepa-
rating North snd South Viet-
nam, putting its planes in easy
combat range of both Viet-
nains and Laos. The base also
has a few C-130 transports con-
verted for refucling fighters,
thus extending the range of

One source cstiinated that
the troop presence at Nam
Phong has hbeen s high as
6,000, with two baltalions of
Seabees at aboul €00 men

cach; an air wing of 4,500 peo-
ple; and the rest AMarine rifle-
men and military police.

in addition to the buildup at

opened its fighter-bomber base
ay Takhli, north of Bangkok,
home of the F-111 reccently
sent baek into action,

Another part of the buildup
in Thailand this summer was
the doubling of B-52s at Uta-
pao to about 80 planes. The fu-|
ture stetus of U.S. alr strengtn!
in Thai'and is one of the is-!
sues in the current peace ne--f
potiations, but not the para-,
mount one.




.asked a U.S
‘Bangrok if the

‘fined 10 heroin,

'speechless  at
. Then taking
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Second in a series

By Keyes Deech
-Daoily News Foreign Service

CHIENGMAL Northern

“Thailand — Not lon2 apo a vis-

iting American congressman
. Larcplics agent in
hili tribesmen
of Soutiieast Asiz had any idea
of the havac 1ieir product, re-
vas creading in
the strects of New York,

For a moment the agent wes
the question.

of New York.”
They never
kok, either.

The quesinm is mdlmme of -

the wall of 12n0rance that sep-
arates most Americans [rom

--the historyv ang realities of the

‘ning
" prodding of ervecdy European

.the Britisit vutiaw the

drug traific in Southeast Asia. -

FOR FOUR c2muries, begin-
with the aggressive

colonialists, szians have been
cultivating e poppy that
yields the oymum that vields
the morphine tiat vields the
-heroin that s now finding its
way into the Uniied States.

Up throuzh World War II
and bevond, every Southeast
Asian govermment had  its
opithh monopod'y. Everywhere
it was a major source of reve-
nue, like other government
monopolies iucluding salt and
tobacco.

In the middle of the lust cen-
tury the British fought a war
to win the ri2kt to sell opitm
to the unviliine Chinese. Hong
Kong - had its own opium
“farm.” And nct until 1946 did
drug
traffic in Hong Kong.

FOR THE ASIANS opium
was, and szl is, an escape
from the paues of reality just
as alcohol is an escape for so
many Americans. Some Asians
become addicts — a growing
number. in {act just as
some Americans beconie alco-
holics.

Opium is a pdm-kxller in

a deep breath, he -
Teplied: “Sir, they never heard

heard of Ban°- I

t

- i

i 'y

S

| more ways 1< one. An Amer-
jcan woman may svallow a
pill to ease the pain of her

mensireal period. The  hill
tribe women  of  Southeast
Asia’s golden tviangle — the

. upper reaches of Burma, Thai-

pipe or w0 of apium.

Opium =I5y huppens to be
the only cex: crop of the hill
tribe peopta. taeir only means
of acquirina some of the winor
tuxuries of ife outside world.
Their econor 1 as dependent
on opium =as the lowlanders
‘ are on rice. :

DURING all those earlier
i years, to 2wericans opium
was an Asian aifair. But two
i vedrs ag0, w.on heroin addic-
tion hit epidemic proportions
among American Gls in South
Vietnam, the Asian nparcotics
traffic sud’-rlv became Amer-
ica’s busine:s.

Now the GI market almost
hag vanished with the with-
drawal of American troops
from Vietnzm, But the drug
problem linvzers on — a legacy
of the Vieinam War as the her-
oin traffickers seek new out-
lets in the L'uiied States to re-
place their kst Gt market. -

At the sainn time President
Nixon has declaved global war
on the infernsronal dzug traf-
fic. As a resuii, stopping drugs
bas become aimost as impor-
tant as stopping. conumunism
among L.S.  aobjectives in
Southeast Asia.

IN AT LEAST three coun-
ies Thailand, Laos and
South Vietham — all the re-
sources of U.S. embassies
have beea thrvown into
campaign to chicke off the flow
of heroin to the United States.

land and Lzos — will smoke a’

the’

- full

i

i a senior embassy oificer

STATINTL
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Embassy polbitical officers, . — )
accustomed fo routine diplo- biggest effort bas been cen-

macy, have been diverted to
time narcotics assign-
ments. “One way or anoter,
we spend at lesst 50 per cent
of our time 07 rurcotics,” said
n
Rangkok.

“Hell,” said a young foreign

; service officer recemily trans-

! love it.
| shuftling papars.”

ferred to narcotics work. 1

I’s a lot better than

THE C14, shing
that it has contributed to the
drug trafiic by collaborating
with opium-growing hill tribes-
men and corrvpt Asian offi-
cials, has thrown all its in-
telligence-gaiheving respurces
into the antidvuz campaign.

On top of &' this, agents of
the U.S. Bureun of Narcotics

and Dangersus Drugs have
made their appearance in

“Asian capitals hrom Tolyvo to

Hong Kong tv Bangkak in in-
creasing nunibers,

For 10 yeuars there was one |

U.S. narcotics agent in Dang-
kok. Today thers are 12 oper-
ating in all Thaiiand, “making
cases” in ca-cperation with
Thai police.

SINCE Thailznd is the natu-
ral conduit. lor drugs coming
from the goiden triangle, the

by charges»/

! the White

easily  become

tered there,

“When the heat is on from
House,” said one
U.S. ofiicial, “vou jump. No
one quesiions the desirability
of cutting off i& drug traffic,

although some of us wonder if

there isn'{ aa eicment of over-
kil in the carrant campaipn.”

I there i «n element of
“overkill” — and that is deba-
table — the reasons are under-
standable. Mi. Nixon is run-
ning for rve-eicction and

the .

“Asian drug carnection” could |

an exp!osive
campaign issue,

Next: The deug traffic — ro-

i mantic and deadiy,
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Free (dr%) emerpmse

"} Perusal of news dispatches about the Federal * World'
.~ Opium Survey 1972" dlscloses several defncnenczes in the
. report.
) It does not deal with the role of the Central Intelli-
. geuce Agency in’ conspmng in the .opium. traffic in the
' go!den triangle’” in Burma. Thailand. and Laos. That CIA
" role is dealt with in detail in Alfred W. McCoy's"The Pol-
itics of Heroin in Southeast Asia.” publ;shed vesterdav by
: 'Harper & Row. . . s
: *The.Survey is. thus a coverup for the CIA's drug oper- :
ations. -
. - The Survev does not deal mth the drug trafflc in Sal-
gon where several of President Thieu's generals are major
“operators. That traffic has been protected by the U.S. com-
. mand. One consequence has been the massive drug addic- -
tion among GIs. addiction uhxch has retumed to the U.s.
~ with them. :
_ - The Survey reveals one useful consequence of Presn-
" dent Nixon's visit to Peking. For vears the U.S. Narcotics
: . Bureau. and Harry ‘Anslinger. its chief. carried on a sland- . ‘/’,
~ L 7 erous war _against -the Peoples Republic of China as the
: - main source of the world's opium traffic. The present re-
port admits. in effect. that that was a lie. There i is ""no re-
_liable evidence that China has either engaged in or sanc- - - i
) tloned the illicit export of opium or its derivatives.™ it says.
" The Survey concedes that. world-wide. government
selzures represent only a small fractlon of the 1lhc1t.
 flow.’
¢ The obvious conclusion is that the flow of oplum
through the capitalist world is made possible by massive
~ corruption of government officials. police agents. etc. -
. The msplratlon for the massive business in opium is-
- the same one that inspires other business — profxt In this
. respect. it 1s a shining example of free enterprlse

o~
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Over the

Asian

Pipeline

WASHINGTON—A bill to cut off

$100-million in miljtary and economic

, aid to Thailand as a penalty for failing

" to halt the flow of narcotics to the.
United States will come before the-

© ~but it does reflect a furor in Wash- :

House on Tuesday. It is unlikely that
the measure will ever become law—it
has already been defeaied in the Senate

- ington over official handling of the

v

Southeast Asian drug traffic problem.
Behind-the furor is the fear that &
new wave of opiates, especially heroin,
is on its way to the United States,
particularly” from Thailand, which in
turn gets the narcotics from Burma.
Until now, the bulk of the illicit

“heroin supply -eniering the United

States was siphoned off from the 200

“tons of opium produced in Turkey.

Turkey has promised to stop growing
opium poppies by the end of this year.
But a number of members of Congress

"-are troubled by the knowledge that:
. some of the 500 tons of opium pro- -
- duced each year by the hill tribes of

Burma and neighboring countries could

profitably be diverted {o the United

States.
‘Moreover, there is suspicion that

- certain corrupt Thais are pulling the
- wool over the eyes of officials in the

Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs, the State Department and the
Central Intelligence Agency who are
supposed to block the flow of opiates.

* Or worse, that Americans have also

been corrupted.

.. But many of the legislators who
- ‘have"been digging out “secret docu-

ments” and hurling accusations are
ill-informed about the realities of the
situation, ‘

For a century or more, oplum has
been grown by ‘the hill tribes in South-
east Asia, It was bought up by the

" Chinese traders and distributed to the
-. addicts of Asia. Hardly enyone in

America cared.

In recent years this pattern has been
changed slightly as the main source of
the Burmese opium has fallen into the

- hands of a Chinese named Lo Hsing-

han, whose militia of about 1,500 men
controls the mule train route-to -the

) refmenes at Tajilik in southern Burma

K’,}ﬁé‘“"ﬂ&gﬁi—‘i‘é“;&ﬁ?" £58H01/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000800200001-4
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Government does not intcrfere with

‘Lo because he also helps them control

Communists and other insurgents in
the area. Nelson Gross, the State De-
partment’s senior senior adviser on
narcotics, met Premier Ne’ Win of
Burma last January and has had fol-
low-up conferences at lower levels, but
the Burmese have declmed outside help

and have done litile or nothing on
their own. ’

The shipments continue to reach
Thailand, which, according to some
American officials, faces a situation
comparable to that which would con-
front the United States if Canada made
no effort to control narcotics.

Nonetheless, Mr. Gross and William-

T. Wanzeck, who headed the Southeast
Asia regional office of the Bureau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs for
the past four years, feel that some-
thing can be done and is being done to
stem the flow.

Mr. Gross and his co]leagues argue,
that their critics have relied heav 1Iy on
testimony beforc the House Foreign

Affairs Committee by Alfred W. Mc. |

Coy, a Yale graduate who in four years
in Southeast Asia made it his business
to find out about the narcotics traffic.

Mr. McCov makes much of the fact
that the opium is carried out of Burma
by Chinese Nationalist paramilitary
units that at ane time were in the pay

- of the .C.I.LA. The American officials

contend that this is no longer true. They
say the two.main Kuomintang units
operating in Thailand left the narcotics

trade Jast March when they were given

land in return for a pledge to give up
dope-running and for turning over 26
tons of opium, which was burned.

- The Narcotics Bureau claims oiher
achievements:

o They have helped the Thai P\ar-
cotics Office to set up special anti-
narcotics teams, one of which in the
northern area of the country has bzen
responsible for seizing $347-million
worth of morphine and heroin since
March.

e New technological aid is bemo
given the Thais to help curb the flow

-of narcotics on trawlers that carry the

drugs from Thailand to Malaysia, Bor-
neo, the.Philippines and Hong Kong.
o The Thai Government is the first

“nation to enter into an agreement with

the United Nations whereby farmers
who give up growing opium will be
recompensed. The Thais are contribu-
ting $5-million towards the program,
the United States $2-million. )

As Mr. Gross said last week, “Easic-
ally we are .rying to anticipate what
the narcotics operators are going to do
to exploit Southeast Asian supplies.
We have agents out We have some
‘¢hance of success.”

_—DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT
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AS PART OF the effort to eomba,t drug
abuse—which, according to President Nixon
last summer, has “assumed the dimensions
of a national emergency”’—the administration
is committed to an all-out attack on the inter-
‘national narcotics trade, This involves not just
the breaking up of the syndicates that pro-
cess and import the heroin to the United

;States, but persuading other governments,

particularly in Southeast Asia where most of

the world’s heroin now originates, to come

‘down hard on the- growers and marketeers.

‘But is the Nixon administration trying as hard

.-as it could to cut off this profitable trade at

its source?

stturbmg ev1dence js accumulating that

it may not be."There is The Politics of Heroin
in Southeast Asig, to be published this fall but

.. excerpted in the July issue of Harper’s by a

“young VYaie graduate student specializing in

Southeast Asian history and politiecs. This

documents the involvement of high govern-

‘ment and rilitary officials in Laos and Thai-

Jand in ‘he narcotics trade; it even charges
\/comp‘rcwr oy the Central Intelhgence Agency.

The CIA hzs challenﬂed all the author’s alle-
gations, asserting that most of them axe w1th-
‘out fouindaticn.

{ ‘Lever’ is hard to use
) But there is also the study made last winter
by top-level officials of the CIA, the State De-
partment and the Pentagon, and just now dis-
closed. This report cencludes that there is no
prospect of cutting off the smuggling of nar-
colics from Southeast Asia because of ‘“the
corruption, collusion and indifference at some
places in some governments, particularly Thai-
land and South Vietnam.” This conclusion,
too, is being discounted by administration of-
ficials, who argue that it is out of date and
that “substantial progress” has been made
in the past four months.
Yet it would be naive to assume that a situa-
-tion that was so bad could have improved as
significantly and as swiftly as all that. Certain-

BRI RERANSASE 20 61t

ahle to persuade the "\xrkish-government to
ban completely the growing and harvesting
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Dowling In The Kansas City Star

“The place to start is the
- .. other end.”
"of the opium poppy. In Turkey’i; case the -
United States is to help in compensating the

-thousands of peasant farmers for whom poppy-

growing has been an innocent livelihood for :
centuries and who now must switch to other .
cash crops. Whether the Turkish government .
or anyone else is compensating the many mid-
dlemen who have grown fat off the opium :
trade is not discussed publicly.

But the United States has another way of .

~ persuading reluctant governments to join the

anti-drug campaign. Congress tacked on a pro- °
vision to last year’s foreign aid bill permitting
the President to suspend aid to any country
that doesn’t take action against the drug traf-
fic. The only preblem is that suspending aid
to the governments of Southeast. Asia would
virtually end the Vietnam war overnight.
It’s a dilemma, to be sure. But it’s worth
recalling that last winter, when President
Nixon was vehemently reiterating this coun-
try’s commitment to keeping President Thieu
in power in Saigon, even though this was the
main obstacle to serious negotiations in Paris,
the same regime was one of the major factors
being blamed by U.S. officials for the con-
tinuation of our own “national emergency”
in drugs. And that’s why we ask: Is the ad-

ARESUF8 10 RoUgR Y001 -4

way below a certain view of a solution for '
Vietnam? ° .
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The Use of Force in Foreign Pohicy by the
Pcople’s Republic of China

By Arpex S. WIITING

AnsTracT: President Nixon’s “journey for peace” to Peking
has implicitly modificd the image of a Chinese Communist ag-
gressive threat delineated Dby all previous administrations.
However, it has not explicitly redefined the administration’s
assumptions on the Chinese use of force. This has left consid-
erable confusion and uncase among Asian and American audi- -
ences who accept the concept of massive Chinese military force

. being-deterred from ageression primarily by American security
 commitnients, bases, and force postures extending from Korea
and Japan to India. Tiie nine instances wherein the People’s
Liberation Army-(PLA) has crossed customary borders in hos-
tile array during the past twenty-two years provide prima facie
evidence for the conventional image of a potentially expansion-
ist regime contained by American commitments and force.
Hoivever, closer examination of the use of military force by
the People’s Republic reveals an entirely difierent situation
whereby the government in Peking, in most cases, deployed the

_TLA in defensive reaction against a perceived threat. The
Chinese use of force primarily ior defensive deterrence has re-
mained remarkably consistent over twenty-one years, and con-
-siderable continuity may be anticipated for at least the next

- five years. : . ' '

Allan S. Whiting, Ph.D., Aun Arbor, Michigan, has been Professor of Political Science
. at the University of Mickigan since 196S. IHe previously taught at Michigun State,
1955-57, and Nortirwestern, 1951-33. e was e ste)
in the Social Science Division, 1957-61 > Director, Office of Research and Anelysis for
the Fur East, U.S. Department of State, 1961-60; and Deputv Principal Oficer, American
Cousulate General, Hong Xong, 1966-68. LEducated at Corncll and Colwmbia universilies
and the recipient of several fellowships, he is the author of Soviet .Policies in China
1917-24 and counther of Dynamics oi International Relations; Sinkiang: Pawn or

Pivot?; and China Crosses the. Yalu, .

. trary.

member aof the Rand Corporation

. . CCORDING to a Galiup poll, m
| ;[Z’A_Scplcmbcr 1971 more than hali the
' American public saw China as the great-
| est threat to world peace in the next few

i years.! Nothing his. eventuated irom
“Yresident Nivon’s scli-styled “Journey
for peace” to Peking to change this per-
ception, nor has the administration given
any systematic assurances 1o the con-
Instead the Pentagon continues
to demand new, complex, and costly
weapons systems for the West Tacing,
ostensibly to deter poicnti:x] Chinese
agaression. Admiral  Thomas 1L
Moorer, Chairman of the Joint Chicls ol

Stafi,;” warns we must prepare to fight’
“two nuclear wars at once, with the So-
« viet Union and with China.®  Our Asian

allies from Korea to Thailund worry

“aloud about the credibility of America’s
deterrence in the aftermath of stalemate

~and withdrawal from Vietiun, against a
rising weariness of military burdens in

Asia, manifested by congressional pres-
sures for culs in military assistence.

" American and Asian anxicty over the
future use of force by the People’s Re-

" public is vooted in recent history, On

nine occasions in the past twenuy-two
years, the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) has projected: China’s military
power across its borders® In kRovea
(1950) and India (1962) major war re-
sulied. In Laos (1964) and Vietnam
(1965) PLA deployments risked Sino-
American conilict, Two crises in the
['Taiwan Strait (1954-35 and 1958) os-
tensibly fell within the category of civil
war, but nonetheless conironted . the
United States as protector of the Chiang’
I\tai-shck regime. In March 1969 bel-

u

continue?

-
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~ US. Electronic Espionage:
- A Memoir
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A BOUT THIRTY MILES NORTHEAST of CIA head-

4 Baltimore-Washington expressway overlooking
31U the flat Maryland countryside, stands a large
three story building known informally as the “cookie fac-
tory.” It’s officially known. as Ft. George G. Meade, hcad-
quarters of the National Security Agency.

Three fences “surround the headquarters. The inner
and ouler barriers are topped with barbed wire, the middle
one is a five-strand electrificd wire. Four gatechouses span-
ning the complex at regular intervals house specially-

.trained marine guards. Those allowed access all wear irri-

. descent I D. badges — green for “top sccret crypto,” red
for “secret crypto.” Even the janitors are cleared for secret -

-cadeword material. Once inside, you enter the world's
. longest “corridor”-980 fect long by 560 feet wide. ‘And
all along the corridor are more marine guards, protecting

.
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quarters in Langley, Virginia, right off the

~y

the doors of key NSA offices. .At 1,400,000 square
feet, it is Jarger than CIA headquarters, 1,135,000
square feet. Only the State Department and the Pentagon
and the new headquarters planned for the FBI are more
spacious. But the DIRNSA building (Director, National
Security Agency) can be further distinguished from the
headquarters buildings of these other giant burcaucracies
—it has no windows. Another palace of paranoia? No.
For DIRNSA is the command center for the largest, most

sensitive and far-flung intelligence gathering apparatus in ‘

the world’s hiétory. Here, and in the nine-story Opera-
tions Building Annex, upwards of 15,000 employees work
to break the military, diplomatic and commercial. codes
of every nation in the world, andlyze the de-crypted mes-
sages, and send on the results to the rtest of the U.S. in-

Aclligence community. .

Far less widely known than the CIA: whc;se Director

H
4
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" Alfred McCoy, a Yale graduate student who inter-

“viewed 250 people, charges that the Central Intelli-
- gence Agency has known of Thai and South Viet-
namese official involvement in heroin traffic, has
“covered up their involvement and has participated
in aspects of the traffic itself. The CIA has publicly
-denied these charges, in the process even per-
- suading Mr. McCoy’s publisher, Harper & Row, to

“Jet it review his book manuscript before publication. .

‘But now there comes an internal government re-
-port—done by the CIA and other agencies—on
the difficulties of controlling the narcotics trade
“in Southeast Asia. The report states:

“the most basic problem, and the one that

unfortunately appears least likely of any early
 salution, %s the corruption, collusion, and indif-
. ference at some places in some governments,
- particularly Thailand and South Vietnam, that
* precludes more ejfective suppression of traffic
. by the governments on whose territory it takes
“place.”

. That is to say, a private report by agencies in<
cluding the CIA confirms the thrust of charges
‘which the CIA publicly denies. The White House
- ¢ontends the report, completed in February, is “out
of date.” .
Now, we are aware that the Nixon administration
has worked with great vigor and much effective-.
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'ness to curb thé ihternational narcotics tréde. The!

fact remains that the largest supplies of the filthiest
poison of them all apparently come from or through
Thailand and South Vietnam, if one is to take the.
CIA’s private word—as against its public word—
on the matter. Nor should it stretch any reasonable
man’s credulily to understand that the Unitéd
States has had to accept certain limitations on its .
efforts to get those governments to stop drug deal-
ing hecause it has wanted to ensure their coopera-
tion in the war against North Vietnam. In the {inal
human analysis there is simply no place in the pur-
suit of honor and a just peace in Southeast Asia for
an All-out henest effort to control traffic in heroin. '
This is the infinitely tragic fact flowing from con-
tinued American involvement in the war.

Would heroin addiction among Americans have
swollen to its current dimensions and would the
amount of heroin reaching the United States from
South Vietnam and Thailand have reached its cur-
rent levels if the war—and power politics—had not

_gotten in the way of effective American pressure

upon the governments in Saigon and Bangkok? If
President Nixon needs any further reason to make
good his pledge to end the war, this is almost
reason enough by itself for what it says about the
character of regimes this country has gotten into
the habit of supporting—Iavishly and indiscrim-
inafely—in the name of our “national security”
and “world peace.” . - : '
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US. Cites Progress
N ;-I_nAsian Drug Fight |

.~ -+ . ByTimO'Brien

. . R .Wuhln;tonl’
The White. House said yes-

- terday that the governments
- of Southeast Asia are making
“substantial progress” in stem-

-ming the flow of illicit narcot-!

* ics to the United States.

f Presidential assistant Egil
Krogh Jr. told reporters that a
cabinet-level report citing cor-
ruption and indifference -in
narcotics  enforcement - by

Thailand and South Vietnam-

s not up to date.

* He said the report, compiled
by officials with the Central
Intelligence Agency, State De-

partment and Defense Depart- !a State Department report,

ment , was submitied last Feb-
ruary, ““but in the last four
months there has been sub-
stantial progress.” :
A few hours later, however,

*. Sen. Vance Hartke (D-Ind) in-

troduced a last-minute amend-

ment to the Foreign Assistance

Act to forbid further economic

and military aid to Thailand,
“because of its major role in-

the international narcotics traf-
f1e” T -
. The Sénate defeated the
amendment last night on a
wote of 61 to 22, .

Hartke criticized Président: Yesterday morning, federal
*, ‘Nixon for failing to withdraw

aid to Thailand, “despite a
provis'on of the Foreign As-
sistanse Act that allows the
President to suspend zid to
any naiion that doesn’t take
action” i» halt black market
narcctlics exports. i
The President's inaction, he
said, is “in the face of hard ev-
‘idence that Thailand serves as
-the conduit for the trans-ship-
ment of opium produced in

Southeast Asia, the largest op-
jum-growing area in the

‘world” ‘ -
Recently published accounts
of the pessimistic multi-agency

study of Southeast Asian drug done treatment has also in-
traffic said governments ‘of
the region were unable and|
sometimes unwilling to halti
the .flow of opium and other;tal‘y Eugene T. Rossides re-

narcotics.

WASHINGTON POST
Approved For Releasg 2001/03/94 : CIA-RDP80-
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substantial cooperation from
President Thieu on down.”
'The State Department join-
ed the White House in seeking
i to play down reports of South-
east Asian reluctance to crack

Spokesman Charles Bray said
progress has been made since
the cabinetlevel report was
; filed in February. L
He called the report “more

In Vietnam, Krogh said the!

down on narcotlics smuggling.

resis
3_.000 narcetics pushers. -

STATINTL

7 " Myles J. Ambrose, director
United States has received:

of the six-month-long Drug
Abuse Law Enforcement pro-
gram, said.that “three years y
ago  we were on our own ten- !
yard line and the other team
had the ball. Now we're on the
fifty-yard line and we have
the ball.” . -
He said that, since its incep-
tion last.January, his program
has produced over 1,000 ar-
and identified abouti

retrospective than prospect-

live” in outlook, and was not
1
ibut “a report to the State
Department.”

Meanwhile, the Bureau of )
‘Narcotics and Dangerous ’
‘Drugs (BNDD) announced that
U.S. agents and Thai police
.sized about $230 million worth
of opium, morphine and her-
oin in two days of raids in
Northern Thailand.

According to BNDD director
«{John Ingersoll, the raids net- ’
'|ted nearly three tons of op-
" ium., along with guns and other
Hequipment.

:{drug law enforcers told Presi-
jdent Nixon, that the Bureau of
!Customs and the BNDD had
a hand in removing more than
470,000 pounds . of narcotics
“from world illicit traffic” in
Fiscal Year 1972. This, they
said in their year-end report,
more than doubled the confis-
cated poundage over 1971.
Marijuana constituted about
94 per cent of the seized nar-
cotics. The administration said
arrests of drug dealers rose

from 12,497 last year to more:
than 16,000 during Fiscal 1972,
It was reported that the num-
ber of addicts seeking metha-

creased dramatically, though
no numbers were cited.
Assistant Treasury Secre-

jported that “the President is

But Krogh argued that the:pleased that we're on the of-!

tide,

wean be stemmed in fensive now, whereas three

Southeast Asia.” He cited in- years ago ‘we were on the de-i

creased seizures

of . heroin fensive.”

ta . )

“and other substances” in the
region and said the problem S
was being approached in, an ) o
atmosphere of “mutual cooper-

B her O pproved For Release 2001/03/04: CIA:RDP80-01601R000800200001-4
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By Peter Smith

Pacific News Service
PHITSANULOK, Thakl
.land—In a U-shaped bend
of a small river ghout 13

miles east of this northern
district capital lies a-secret
U.S. military training base
known as Camp Saritsana.
+ Near the point where I
had been told to turn off
- the road. to find the camp,
a Thai waitress in a small
restaurant said that there
were usually about 1,000
Thai soldicrs at the site,
* but that most had just left.
* She also told me that 10 or
15 Americans. were station-
ed there, and that planes
landed on an average of
- five times a‘ day.
As I walked ' along the
criver away from the high-
way, the swhine of diesel
generators guided me until
1 saw several concrete and
-wooden buildings, & 100-foot-
high water tower, and a-
* generator shed. Further up,
a steel suspension bridre
carried truck traffie across
the river, The scene re-
minded me of places where
~.I"had served in Vietnam
and 'Thailand,

At Saritsapa, U.S. Army-

" Special Forces train Thal
soldiers for combat in
neighboring J.aos. - Since
the early '60s, ClA-financed
Meo mercenary armies, led
by their most powerful
chieftain Vang Pao, have
becn fighting in Laos, and
estimates of the number of
-Meo men killed run as high
as 50 per cent, To replace
these losses, the United

States has been {raining
Thals for the last three
years. But the training and

' the fact that Thailand has

been sending troops to Laos
have not- been acknowl-

edged hy US. or 'lhdl of-

ficials.

Senate Report

" But a ‘US. Senate sub- .

committee on gecurity agree-

ments and commitments

a.br_oad reported last year:
*«The Thal irregular pro-
gram . . . was designed by
he CIA epecifically along

the lnes of the irregular

program In Laos. The CIA

.Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000800206,001-4 .
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superviaes and pays for the
training of these irregulars
in Thailand and provides
their salary, allowances (in-
cluding death benefits), and
operational costs in Laos.”
These Northern Thal
speak a dialect similar fo

Meo dialect, and they are
easily mteﬂxatcd into Vang
Pao's forces.

Atthecamn, Twas stopped
at the main gatec by three
Thai guards, who called their
commanding officer, & Thai’
special forces sergeant ma-
jor, on the phone. When I
told him I had once served
with the U.S. Special Forces
in Thailand and just wanted
to talk with some Americans
: on the b.ne he said, “Sure,
come on” One of the
guards got on the bhack of
my motorcycle and we drove
to headquarters.

The 50-acre site Is divid-
ed rouzhly in the middle by
an oairstrip. Ieavy woods
surround the bate. Ten bar-
racks for Thai soldiers were
on the left side of the en-
trance road. Elsewhecre on.

“the grounds were a Thal spe-

cial forces headquarters, a
jump tower and cable rig for

parachute training, a drying
Joft for the parachutes, and

several maintenance build-

ings. )
‘Air America’ Sign

After checking with the
Thai sergeant major, ‘the

A%@ai to a Secret

square with

‘tag, a frequent tip-off that-
people are engaged in ac-
tivity which might ~not
- formal pro-
nouncements of U.S. policy.

Scattered among the

vsual pin-ups and memor- -

abilia of home were other
signs, Ons said: ‘“No war
was ever won with modera-
tion and elvility. KILL!"
Another said: “Make war,
not peace. War is the final
answer.” .

The men were polite, al-
most painfully so. They did
not mention their mission,
and when I expressed in-
terest ‘they changed the
subjecl.

Finally one of the men of-
fered to escort nic 1o the
gate, "and I followed his
{ruck out and waved to the
Thai guards as I left,

guard took me across the .

» runway to a building mark-

ed “Air America,” the name
of the charter line which
flies secret missions for the
CIA throughout Asia, My
Thai escort ushered me in-
to a U.S. Special TForces

t team room, where five men

- were having their morning
* beer.

All wore civilian
clothes or jungle fatigues
without insignia or. name

/
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‘United States is reported to
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oviet’s Codes

+

By BENJAMIN WELLES
i Special to The New York Thnes

: WASHINGTON, July 15—The

fhave refined its electronics in-
telligence techniques to the
point where it can break Soviet
codes, listen to and understand
,Soviet communications and
coding systems and keep track!
iof virtually every Soviet jet
|piane or. missile-carrying sub-
marine around the world.
“We're able to break every
code they've got,” a former
analyst in the National Secu-
rity Agency, one of the most!
Government’s;
many intelligence agencies, is
quoted as saying in the August
issue of Pamparts magazine,
which js published by Noah's

Ark, Inc., 2054 University Ave-
nue, Berkeley, Calif.
" . The former analyst, whose
“name was nct given in the arti-
‘cle, was an Air Force staff ser-’
geant who wasdischarged from
military service in 1969 after
;three years of overseas duty as
ia communications traffic ana-
1yst for the agency in ‘I‘urkcy,
West Germany and Indochina.
He. uses the pseudonym of:
Winslow Peck in the article
Some Corroboration Found
- Mr. Peck, who is 25 years)

by a correspondent of The New!
York Times in California. Ex-!
tensive independent checking

"and out of the Government who
were familiar with intelligence
‘matters has resulted in the_cor-

roboration of many of his reve-
lations. But experts strongly
denied that the United States
had broken the sophisticated
codes of the Soviet Union or of
other foreign powers.

The national security agency
headquarters is at Forf Meade,
near Baltimore. It has nearly
100,000 employes — most of:
them military personnel — and
spends slightly less than $1-
billion a year. Unlike the Cen-
itral Intelligence Agency, the:
:N.S.A’s primary purpose is the
-collection of information—most
fof it through advanced tech-
nology — but it rarely, if ever,

of the information
it.

I The Ramnarte articla cave that

analyze

S. Said to Break All of S

‘the Communist world with at

in Washington with sources in .

the United States has encircled

least 2,000 elecironic listening
posts on land or on naval ves-|

sels or aircraft. . !

United States electronically.
equipped aircraft, according to
the article, are constantly pene-:
trating the air space of the
Soviet Union, China and other,
Communist countrics to vpro-!
voke and record their radar
and signal techniques to de-
velop countermeasures against
them. . :

This claim has been chal-
lenged here by independent
Government intelligence ex-
perts, who said that there have
been no authorized, as distincet
from inadvertent, viclation of
Soviet or Chinese airspace by
the United States since the U-2
flights of the early ninteen-
sixties. The experts said that
satellite photography has re-
placed aerial overflights, con-
ceding, however, that United
States . electronic intelligence
planes often fly along Commun-
ist borders to provoke reaction
and collect signals,

In the California interview,
which was recorded on tape,
Mr. Peck described his early
life in Joplin, Mo., his enlist-
ment in the Air Force in 1966

Soyuz 1 crashed on Soviet
territory on April 25, 1967, and.

was posthumously granted a
second Order of Hero of the
Soviet Unoin and is buried in
the Kremlin walls,

Mr. Peck also said that dur-
ing the 1967 Arab-Israeli war,
the United States electronic in-
telligence ship,  the Liberty,
was ordered near the Israeli
coast to intercept details of
Israeli military intentions. . |

The ship was attacked on
June 8, 1967, by Israeli jet air-,
craft and torpedo boats—an,
incident that cost 34 United:
States dead and 75 wounded
and which President Lyndon B.
Johnson later "described in his
book, “The Vintage oPint,” as
a “heart-breaking episcde.” Be-
fore the attack, he said, the
Liberty learned that General
Moshe Dayan, the Israeli De-
fense Minister, intended to
order his forces on to Damas-
cus and Cairo.

Tells of Johnson Pressure

Mr. Peck stated that Presi-
dent Johnson then brought in-
tense pressure on Israel to halt
further troop movement and
warned Premier- Kosygin on the
“hot line” against what ap-
eared to be an imminent So-

when he was 20 years old,
his subsequent recruitment by
the security agent, his special-:
ized {training, his promotions
and his three years of duty.
overseas. He was discharged
in California in November,
1969, and says he turned down
a $10,000-a-year job offer by/.
the Central Intelligence Agen-|
cy. He decided instead, he says, |
to work to end the Vietnami
war.

Tells of TV Monitoring

A highlight of Mr .Peck’s dis-
closures include a report that
in 1967 during his duty in
Turkey the agency monitored
a live Soviet television contact;
between Premier Aleksei N,
Kosygin, who was in tears-bid-|
ding an emotional farewell tol
the astronauts Vladimir M.
Komarov. )

Mr, Komarov was then in
orbit in the spacecraft Soyuz|

I, which was still two hours!
from re-entry into the earth’s
atmosphere, According to Mr.
Peck’s account the astronaut:
kzd just been informed by,
Soviet ground control thatt he'
braking parachutes designed 1o

lbring his spacecraft safely to

earth were malfunctioning and

that there was no hope of
saving him. . ...

’-- .

tries to evaluate thmgp’rbved For Release 2001/0

viet airborne operation from
bases in Bulgaria against Israel.

Inteliigence sources here said
they were unable to recall these
datails but a veteran of 30
years service in intelligence
said of Mr. Peck:  ~

“He's obviously familiar with
N.S.A.—its organization, opera-
tions and many of its tech-
niques., But no sergeant in his
early twenties would know how
intelligence is handled at the
White House level, what N.S.A.
material is used or discarded

by the President or more than
just the fringes about C.LA.
operations.” '

During his year of duty in
Vietnam, from November, 1968,
to October, 1969, Mr. Peck,
said, he participated in airborne
electronic sweeps in Thailand
in support of C.I.A. operations.
The C.LA., he said, was using
unmarked attack  bombess

|-flown by C.LA. “spookies” and

based at Udorn to punish Meo
tribesmen who had clashed
with Thai Government troops
over control of their traditional
areas.

. The United States depended
on a friendly Thai Government
for important air bases and
other facilities useful for the
Vietnam war, Mr. Peck noted,
and thus was prepared to as-
sign the CIA. surreptitiously

Mr. Komarov was killed. He.

O O B E AR e RIURDRAROS A

CIA. would comment today.
Senior Government  intelli-
gence officials who were shown
transeripts of the Peck inter-
view discounted parts of it but
corroborated others. .
David Kahn, author of “The
Codebreakers,” (published by
Macmillan in 1967) and a lead-
ing authority on cryptoanalysis,
said in a telephone interview

resents much new information
that rings true to me and secems
'correct.” However, he chal-
lenged some points, spacifically
Mr. Peck's assertion that the

“brezk every Soviet code with
remarkable success,” .
Top-grade  Soviet Foreign
Ministry code systems “have
been unbreakable since -the
nineteen thirties” Mr. Xahn
said. He added that it was
“highly unlikely that they have
switched to breakable codes.”
Mr. Peck’s contention that
“information gathered by N.S.A.
is complete” implies a false
importance, Mr, Kahn said. The
N.S.A. does, he said, “sclve”
many nations’ diplomatic codes;
but ‘these are countries of the
third rank and provide only
“indirect clues to Communist
intentions.” )
Mr. Kahn noted -that “what
we are doing in this field the]
Russians are doing and, con-
trary tol he Ramparts state-
ment, they are very good.”
He pointed out finally that
the “thrust of the article, that
the N.S.A. threatens peace, is
incorrect.” * -

" Neither the N.S.A. nor the

that the Ramparts drticle “rep-,

‘agency’s experts are able to-

“I believe that in the existing

world of two armed camps,”
Mr. Kahn said, “N.S.A. can pro-
vide more light, more truth—
and this can lead to better
evaluation of situations and so
to more realistic responses.
N.S.A. is not like the C.LA,,
which can foment revolutions
and can indeed threaten peace,”
The interview contains a
lengthy
passage that Mr. Peck con-
ceded, In his interview with
The Times, was hurriedly pre-
pared at a time when he was
“extremely rattled.”

details of hitherto suspected
but obscure details of elec-
tronic eavesdropping ‘around
the globe resulted, he said,
from opposition to the Vietnam
War and from a hope that
others doing similar clandes-
tine Government work would

“come forward and say what
they know. “He concedes that

question-and-answer| .

llegal tangles,

STATINTL
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 Homage to ClA Drug Fight

-The American Medical Asso-
ciation, which predictably of-
fers few surprises at its an-
nual meeting, achieved the un-
expected this year.

As one enlered the conven-
fion’s exhibition hall in San
Francisco’s Civic Center,
one’s nostrils were assailed by
an odor more appropriate to
that city’s Haight-Ashbury dis-
{rict — an aroma sirongly
suggestive of the burning
leaves and blossoms of the fe-
male Cannabjs sativa plant.

The scent fired the curiosity
of all in the hall who had ever
sampled marijuana and drew
from the wife of one physician
atlending the meeting ihe re-
‘mark that she had smeclled
that edor many times in the
back of the school bus she
drives.

That was only the heginning
of the surprise. Following
one’s nose, one soon came
upon a booth housing an exhib-
it on drug abuse which fea-
tured a display aboul many

“drugs, including pot, and a de-
vice that generated a synthatic
smoke that was close o, if not
identical with the real thing.

*

There was stiil more surpise
fo come in this display, which
— it turned out—had won
the gold medal in the AMA’s
coveted Billings Prize compe-
tition as one of the outstanding
scientific exhibits of the meot-
ing. The exhihitor was no
mere doctor or pharmaceuti-
cal firm, or even your aver-
age, run-of-the-mill science-
oriented government bureau.
It was that most unlikely of

~confenders for an ANMA

award: The Central Intelli-

. gence.Agency.

Dr. Donald Borcherding of
the CIA was on hand to ex-
plain the exhibit's origins,
Like most agencies, he said,
the CIA has. an occupational
health division whose job it is
lo promote the well-being of
its personnel. When CIA offi-
cials at the agency’s Langley,

lronic

By JUDITH RANDAL

Va., headquarters became
worried about pot, LSD, speed,
heroin ard the like, Borcherd-
ing and his colleagues assem-
blad the display. .

According to the CIA medic,
it was an immediate hit, not
only at the Langley “Spook
Farm” but also among groups
in the community, such as
Knights of Columbus lodges
and pareni-teacher associa-
tions. The CIA is thinking
about putting together “how-
to-do-it” insiructions so that
other groups can build their
own replicas.

Asia whose charter business i
almost exclusivaly with th
CIA. The Golden Triangle r
gion, incidentally, is said t
grow 70 percent of the world’
illicit opium from which mor.
phine base, morphine an
eventually heroin are derived
For morz details on th
CIA’s complicity in the heroi
mess, one might consult a
article entitled “Flowers of|
Evil” by historian Alfred W,
McCoy, in the July issue o
Harper’s magazine. Part of
forthcoming book called “Th
Politics of Heroin in Southeas
Asia,” the article spells out in
* detail how Vag Pao, long the
o leader of a CIA secret army in
o G:r?nted, tke crusade ‘Laos, has bccome even more
ﬂ:g: ?itl dT g abuset n]";e cis .;11 deeply involved in the drug
o e P 1 can gel. Bu the traffic and what role this traf-
trouble \»‘1th the CIA exhibit is fic has play=d in the importa-
t}t]fl-t IF aoes 'not tell th'mgs tion of heorin inlo the United
strictly as they are. For exam- States and ils use by our
ple, it implies that tha use of h A °°.als th Vietnam.
marijuana sets the stage for ‘T0OPS I0 S0Ulh Victnam.

later use of heroin. This issue *
is by no means settled and, as.
a matter of fact, there is a
good deal of evidence to sug-
gest that alcohol, rather than
marijuana, is the first drugto
be abused by most people who
subsequently become . heroin é
addicts. - heroin production is flowrish-
In any case, many experts ing and the Golden Triangle’s
believe that if there is any poppy fields havg become
connection whatever between linked to markets in Europe
pot and heroin, it is their ille- and the U.S.”
gal status and that if the for- The CIA went away from the
mer were ‘‘decriminalized,” San Francisco meeting with a
its link with the latter would gold medal and, no doubt, a
tend to disappear. good many doctors who saw
More important to this dis- the exhibit went away im-
cussion than an argument pressed. Some of them proba-
about the casual relationship bly learned for the first time
of the two drugs is the point ;| what pot smells like.
that the CIA does not come J But for others there wasa
inte the campaign with com-¥ bitter incongruity in the gov-
pletely clean hands. Reporters ernment’s super-secret spy
have been hearing for more arm winning a medal for an
than a year that the agency exhibit on the horrors of drug
has been supporting the heroin abuse. To some it was a little
traffic in the Golden Triangle ,like the Mafia getting a top
region of Laos, Thailand and\/ awara for a display of the
Burma, and that this opium evils of extortion, prostitution
byproduct has been one of the and gambling' — and a few of
more important cargoes car- the more socially aware physi-
ried by Air America, an air- cians present did not hesitate

STATINTL

Writes McCoy of the situa-
tion: “As a result of direct and
indirect American involve.
ment, opium production has
sieadily increased, high-grade

line operating in Southeast to say so.
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¥ By FLORA LEWIS
‘NEW YORK — A weird series of
‘incidents is bringing into focus the
- question of the CIA’s relation to the
.booming Indochina traffic in heroin and
‘the opium from which it is made.
Ramparts magazine has published a
‘study. of the drug trade in Indochina,
-pulling together many details of the
.widely but only vaguely known story and
making a series of specific charges
against top South Vietnamese, Laotian
and Thai officials. Further, Ramparts
"charged that-it is CIA operations and
subsidies in the area which have made
possible the big increase in the supply of
heroin from Indochina.

~Sen. George McGovern (D.-N.D.)
wrote a letter to CIA Director Richard
. Hélms asking six (}uestions about it. One

mqmred whether the opium production .

in "Laos was conducted with the
* knowledge of CIA officials, particularly

around the CIA’s sectet army base at

_Long Cheng in Laos, and if the effect of

'CIA operations is te “protect the sup-

plies (of opxum) and facilitate thelr

movement.’

CIA legislative counsel Jack Maury
called on McGovern to give oral answers
tothe quesnons He referred to a sheaf of
legal-size papers for his information,

* indicating that the CIA has made a new
investigation, but he didn't give

McGovemn the papers. He denied some of
-the charges, but said the CIA has been
trying to convince the local people not to
be in the drug traffic, which obviously
mphes that the CIA knows about it.

McGovern's query wasn’t the first
: challenge to Helms on the subject. On
. March 4 Helms went with his wife to an
-.evening event at the Corcoran Gallery in
Washington. The star happened to be
" Allen Ginsberg, the tousle-haired mystic.
poet. They met at 2 reception before the
* poetry reading, and Ginsberg took after
Helms for what he says is C1A support of

“the dope trade.

The poet has been investigating drug
traffic for seven years, and he has on the
tip of his tongue a lot of precise names
and places and ﬁgures For one thing, he
“said, Long Cheng is a central collecting
market for the opium flowing from Zieng
‘Quang Province of Laos down into
Vietnam and Bangkok and out around
the world back to the United States.

Helms said it wasn’t true, so Ginsberg
'said, *I'll make you a wager.” If he lost,
Ginsberg promis ppg"ﬁ:vadnﬁ otsR¢

““yajra” (sic) which he describes as “a

STATINTL STATINTL
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bras symbohzmg the hghtmng~bolt
doctrine of sudden illumination.” Helms
was to meditate one hour a day for the
rest of his life if he lost.

Some time later, Ginsberg sent Helms
a clipping from the Far East Economic
Review saying that -a number of
correspondents who sneaked into Long
Cheng over the years saw raw opium
piled up for sale in the market there, in
full view of CIA armed agents. He also
sent a note offering Helms suggestions
about how to keep a straight back while
meditating, the best sitting position and
proper breathing.

He has had no acknowledgement from

: the CIA chief, but says, “I have been
. tender -toward him. It is terribly

im-
portant to get him into an improved
mind-consciousness. Anything that
might help save the world situation
would be sheer Hari Krishna magic, the
hard-headed people have brought us to
such an apocalyptic mess.’

Helms says that he has received no

" note from Ginsberg, and only vaguely
- remembers the bet. He called the charges -

“vicious,’" “'silly,” “ridiculous.” He told
me, *‘There is no evidence over the years
that any of these people were involved in
any significant way. Almost all the opium
grown there is in Communist'controlled
areas, Pathet Lao areas.’

I asked about Thailand, and he sald

'“I don’t control northern Thailand. I
“don’t - control

the Royal Laotian
government; it’s an independent
country’’ {(whose national budget and
army are subsidizéd by the United
States). ‘I don’t know why you want to
lay all this on the poor old CIA.” 1

“We are not involved in the drug
traffic in Laos or anywhere else. There is
no evidence at all. To have evidence
you’d have to get somebody in my office
and have him say yes, I ran drugs with
your approval.”

At another point, he said, “Opxums
been in that part of the world for cen-
turies,” and “‘most drugs in the United
States come from Turkey.” He said he
didn’t know anything about a U.N.
report that 70%-80% of the world’s

supply comes from Southeast Asia.

And at another point he said -“that
part of the country (Laos) is loaded with
opium. It's all over the area.”

Maury, he said, had told McGovern
that “it’s all rot. It's not true.” Later,
Maury told me that he couldn’t say
anything about his talk with McGovern
and that a written report which he has
[eas@:2004/63/04:

A
r

available to you or anybody else for

Buddhist-Hindu ritual implement of

publication.”

/
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Meanwhile. the rate of heroin ad-
diction among Gls in Vietnam is soaring
dramatically, and drugs continue to pour
into the United States.

Certainly, Helms is right when he says -

‘that drug control is not the CIA’s
responsibility. But two facts are
inescapable.

I.—Drugs are flowing into Vietnam

and out of Indochina into the world
underground network in dramatically
increasing quantity. Not only is there a
fearful growth_ in-the amount of opium,
from which heroin is .refined, preduced
and exported from southeast Asia.

Alongside the traditional opium trade, .

heroin is being produced there. This is
new. The proof that it is true is the ready

availability of heroin to Gls in Vietnam. - -

Their powder doesn’t come all the way

from Turkey or France.

~ 2.—The CIA provides virtually all the
_ transportation, the arms, and much of

the money on which the people engaged.

in growing and moving drugs depend on

in order to keep going. The CJA isn’t

there because of the drug traffic. As

Helms says, it does not officially condone
the traffic. But official CIA operations
have made it much easier for the trade to
prosper in secunty

While the
government position is that Turkey is the
‘main source of the heroin reaching the

U.S., there.is every reason to question
whether this remains true. The United |
Nations Commission on Narcctic Durgs
has said that 80% of the world’s opium
supply comes from southeast Asia. Dr.
Alexander Messing, a UN narcotics
expert, says that *‘if (the supply of opium
from) Turkey were shut down overnight,
there is still so much of the stuff around
that it would hardly make a difference.”
Partly, this is because the main
producers of opium are the hill tribes in
Laos and northeast Thailand. Many are
the Meo people, on whom the CIA reiies
for its “clandestine .army” in Laos.
Opium fis their one cash crop. The CIA
needs the goodwill of the Meos. It does
not go out of its way to offend them.
Partly, this is because the very nature
of CIA operations in southeast Asia
requires the cooperation of high local
officials, daredevils, adventurers. Often .
those who are corrupt cooperate all the
more willingly, since it facilitates their
illicit enterprises. The CIA doesn’t
support what they do on the side, but it
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" Charge CIA and Thish
1" push hercin to US. Cls

Daily World Washingion Burcau ) /

WASHINGTON, June 2—Alfred W. McCoy. a Yale student.
working on his doctorate, told a Senate Appropriations subcom-
mittee today that the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency and Sai-
gon Dictator Nguyen Van Thieu are directly involved in the shlp—'
ment of vast quantities of opiunt and heroin to the U.S.

McCoy. who has authored a book. **The Politics of Herom in
Southeast Asia,” debunked President Nixon's campaxgn against
heroin imported from:Turkey."” .

He told the Foreign Operations subcommxttee headed by Sen. .
William Proxmire (D-Wisc), that the U.S. underworld has totally v
‘recouped the loss of the Turkish supply by tummg to Southeast
Asia sources.

In South Vxetnam McCoy said, the opium and heroin traffic
is divided among.the nation’s three dominant military factions:
Pres. Thieu’s political apparatus, Prime Minister Kim's pohtlcal
organization, and Gen: Ky’s politieal apparatus.

“Throughout the mountainous Golden, Triangle région, the | ..
'} CIA has provided substantial military support for mercenaries;

. nght-wmg rebels, and tribal war lords who are actively engaged
in the. narcotics traffic and ‘in Thailand the CIA has worked ./
closely with nationalist Chinese paramilitary units which control | . - .
80 to %0 percent of northern Burma's vast opium export and man-

. ufacture high-grade heroin for export to the American market,"”
McCoy testified.

“Some of President Thieu's c105est supporters inside the
South Vietnamese army control the distribution and sale of he-
roin to Americans GI's fighting in Indochina.” .

“Finally U.S, agencxes have been actually involved in. certam'

* aspects of the region’s drug traffic. In Northern Laos, Air Ame-
rica aircraft and hehcopters chartered by the CIA have been trans- i{.

.portmgopxum" - v e o ) .
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FOR REP. CHARLES B.«.RANGEL, N.Y.
You've ascused the CIA of aiding and abetting
heroin scllers in Asic. What grounds do you have
S for such a serious charge?—R. D., New York, N.Y.
! © Despite public disclaimers by the CIA, many of us in
Congress have serious reason to believe thut the agency is
indeed complicit in the trafficking of deadly heroin tu our
servicemen in Southeast Asia. Newsmen clandestinelv
entering the secret C1A base at Leng Cheng in Lans have
reported raw opium openly niled 1o lor sile in the market
there. Tno addition, we know that the CIA regularly supplies : |
arms, transportation and funds to drug-producing hill tribes ' : »‘
in Laos and Thaitand in exchange for their allegiznce, know- :
ing full well that these tribesmen are comnerstones of the
drug trace. Most Congressmen have little idea How the CIA
opetates and how much money it spends. The CIA budget
is ecarefully disguised and hidden. In fact, a recent Senste .
Foreigu Relations Committee report, “Laos, April, 1971," _
‘reads like a jigsaw puzzle, with E;x?ﬂces “deleted at the re- STATINTL
quest of the Department of State, Department of Defense
and Central Intelligence Agency.” Congress cannot prevent
CIA involvement as long as we are deliberaltely kept in the
- dark ab it that ageney’s vperations.
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LT LAOS . :
¥ Aheavily cepsored report revealed May 7 in
he US. Senate Foreign Relations Cominitiee
charged the U.S. spends $100 million a year to
support a Thaiirregular army of 10,000 men in
.. . ) Laos. The report revealed that for the first
time U.S. helicopter, gunships, under U.S.army
cammand but apparently with Thai pilots, are
Jsupporting medical evacuation missions in
-northern Laos. The report was prepared by
"committee members James Lowenstein and
Richard Moose after their trip to Thailand and
Laos in January. The report also noted the ClA
and Thai army headquarters in Udorn air force .
base in Thailand provide contact with the Thai .
irregular forces; the irregulars are trained in
Thailand by U.S. army special forces per-
. . sonnel; payments including bonuses are made
. . by the CIA to the Thai unit at Udorn.

.
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The Southeast A51an Connectlon'

By HANS J. SPIELMANN
L _
‘BANGKOK, Thailand—The world’s
attention in recent months has been

- furned toward the Mideast—Turkey,

principally—as the source of illicit
supplies of heroin, But the fact is that
the fabled “Fertile Triangle” of South-
east Asia — Thailand, Burma and
Laos—continyes to produce two-thirds’
of the world’s known supply of opium,
from which heroin is derived.

“The figures alone are eye-catching:
in - 1970 Thailand’s hill tribes con-
tributed 185 metric tons of raw
opium to the world’s supply, Burma
1,000 tons, Laos 100.

1t is true that most of the opxum, or
abouy 800 tons, is consumed by South-
east Asians {rom Rangoom to Hong
Kong. Nonetheless, about 400 tons
continue to leave the area, bound for
addicts around the world. The buyers,
not all Americans by any means, range
from soldiers in Vietnam to junkies
along New, York's Eighth Aver.ue.

So- vast are these supplies? (U.S:

addicts, for example, consume annual-

Jy the heroin derived from “only” 120
metric tons of opium), so limitless the
profits, that governments, armies and
revolutionary fronts have played paits
in the production’ and trade through
the years. They continue to do so, ard .
even the United States Central Intel-
ligence Agency has had its days in the

poppy fxelds

“They have been growing
poppies fqr‘150_ years.”

“- The Vietnam war and the complex
and confusing movement of “foreign-

ers” back and forth thiough Southeast

_Asia has created a bocm in the illicit

production. of raw opium. Today, in
Thailand alone, it is estimated that

‘half of the 350,000 hill people in the *

elevated areas of the north rartxcxpate
in growing poppies.

Thirty per cent of these work ers
‘are addicts-themselves, but they turn
a tiny profit by the standards of’ the
million-or-billion-dollar desls we are
accustomeq to associating with nar-
cotics. The average worker earns
about $100 a year and has, incidental-
ly, no real knowledge o’ what he is
doing. That is to say, the hill people
do not even know that thcy -are pro-
ducing an illicit product for a world
market; they have been growing the
poppies and using the opium in lieu
-of pam-klllmg mﬁhcmes for a
yedrs,

NE¥ YORK IIMES
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The production‘ of opium only be-
caime illegal in Thailand in 1958, as
did trafficking and smoking, and the
hill people really could not understand
that they were outlaws. Not to worry,
as things developed: production went
on unabated.

As it is now, there is a sort of Com-
mon Market in cpium operative in
Southeast Asia. National boundarics
are crossed by an assortment of rogues
who, while moving tons of the stuff,
“lJose” only 2 or 3 per cent as bribes
and tributes and so forth.

The operation begins with the fields
in the high country (over 3,000 feet
above sea level for the high-quality
poppy) of Thailand, Laos and Burma.

The hill people themselves have
neither the courage, contacts nor funds
to enter into the distribution, so they
await the sharp lowlanders.. These
townsmen come around at harvest
time, looking down their noses at the
hill people whom they consider to be
inferior, and buy the opium at very
low prices.

The best buy is in Burma, where a
kilo of raw opium sells for $15; in
Laos it’s $30, and in Thailand $40.

Opium is gathered in the villages
and then in ever-larger towns by
smugglers, who may be described in
the first dealings as petty, but who
become rather more than that as the
opium changes hands and the supplies
pile up. Then highly disciplined para-
military types take over, with tough-
ness and sure-handedness.

Among these is an outfit known as
the Shan of Northern Burma—rela-
tives of the Thais~—whose dream, at
least back in Burma, was the establish-
ment of an autonomous Shan State.
But its fighting wing, the Shan Libera-
tion Army, has generally abandoned
politics as it observed the fertile
fields of Shan asylum in northern
Thailand.

Units of the front transport the
opium grown in Burma (and this is the
mother lode-—~700 metric tons for ex-
port) to bases in Thailand. Of course,
as units cross the Burmese-Thai bor-
der, back and forth, back and forth,
the talk is all politics and the dream
of statehood, but it’s camouflage for
the real action, which is the opium.

The Shan has somewhat complex,
but strict, working arrangements with
the notorious Kuomintang (whose par-
ent organization is Nationalist Chi-
nese) troops of the Fertile Triangle.
Sometimes the Shan and the Kuomin-
tang trade arms and ammunition, and
medicines—often purchaseq from U.S.
stocks in, Laos—for opium.

"The 'K.uomlnt_ang troops also keep-
up political appearances, when the

real idea is opium. They say that they -

carry out pro-US. espionage in.
Burma, and even claim forays into
China for “anti-Communist” activitics.
But these units are no longer used and -
supplied by the United States .or
Taiwan, as they once were, although
they maintain radio contact, with each
other. .

The Kuomintang is said now to have
10,000 men under arms, chiefly in
Thailand, but in Burma and Laos as
well.

-Frequently, Kuommtang caravans of
between 300 and 500 meh, -plus horses
and mules carfying contraband for
trade, can be seen working toward
the north of Thailand and Laos toward
Burma. They are supplicd along the
way with food by villagers eager to

please such impressive forces, and

eager to make extra modey or to ac- -

quire some unusual luxuries.

Once they make their- contacts—

either with Shan troops or with smug-
glers—the Kuomintang caravan can
pack up as much as fifteen tons of
opium for the return trip southward. It
is said that these troops and their
“allied contractors™ transport between
450 and 500 tons of raw opium south-

ward each year. Their profit mark-up

is 200 per cent.

One arrangement that- the Kuomm-
tang and the Shan have is that cach
Kuomintang convoy that goes into
certain poppy-growing territory actu-
ally controlled- by Shan troops must
pay " tribute. This ‘amounts to about
$1.50 a kilo, and entitles the caravan
to a transit letter and Shan escorts
back to territory controlled by the
Kuomintang. -(In other areas Shan

convoys must pay tribute to Kuomin- -

tang soldiers—the reverse-situation.)
As noted, there are -a great ‘many

addicts in Southeast Asia, and the

Kuomintang troops seil off a good deal
of the opium back in Thailand. They
get four to six times what they paid.
But most of it is headed for export—
for quick dashes across more borders,

to airports and train stations, to sea--

ports, to Bangkok, Singapore, Hong

Kong, Vientiane and Sangon And on

and on.

In the last five years, the Kuomin-

tang, discovering among other things
that some of the Opxum it was trans-
porting was bringing in 2,500 times
more profit to the ultimate dealer than
to its troops, began processing the
opium itself. Kuomintang thereby in-
creased its own profits, never incon-
siderable,-at least threefold.
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CIA behind |
Thai B | STATINTL
regulars in |
Laos

From Fred Emery
Washington, May 8

The Central Intelligence Agency
is the paymaster for an cxpedi-
tionary force in Laos of some
8,000 Thai * volunteers,”  with
" plans to increase it to some 14,000
men at a yearly cost of $100m
(€£40m), it was disclosed today in a
staff report of the Scnate Foreign
Rclations Committee.

The numbers and cost involved
in this operation have been pre-
viously kept secret, with the
Nixon Administration invoking
Thai Government scnsitivities.

prever, Scnator Stuart
Symington, chairman of a Foreign
Relations sub-commitice, says in a - d

preface to the staff report that the
Congressional: ban on  American
- support for third country {orces in
’ Laos “is apparently being vio-
dated in letter as well as in spirit.”
The Administration’s  defence s
that the troops are * local ” forces. -
The roport questions the Ad-
‘ministration’s contention that the
men are V-O“'UH[CCPS d-ra\\‘n fT'Oﬂ]
the large community of ethnic
Lz2o living in Thailand- Tt asserts
the men are recruited “ by the
Royal Thai army from all” over
Thailand ¥ with a specific ' cadre
of officers and ncos from the
. regular army,
. The report, written before the
current Communist offensive in
South Vietnam, states that “Laos
L is closer to falling now than any
time in the past nine years. Cam-
bodia has fost half its territory,
. . and is insecure in the remain-
der. .. The North Viotnamese
aill be ablc to continue to use the
territory of Laos and Cambodia
{0 pursuc the war in South Viet-
nam, no matter how successful
Victnamization proves to be and
o keep Sowth Victnam in a
parmanent state of scige .
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CIA WORRIED ABOUT THAILAND: High on
the CIA priority list is Thailand. American in-
telligence predicts a communist takeover
within two years unless military aid is stepped
up. According to CIA sources, there has been
an enormous influx of highly sophisticated
Chinese weapons delivered to the Peoples Lib-
eration Armed Forces, the Maoist guerrillas
who have been harassing government forces
for the past few years. Washington supplies
Bangkok largely with surplus US weapons,
and the CIA says the guerrillas’ weapons are
far superior to these.
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IN THE MIDST OF WARS:
An American’s Mission

o Southecast Asia

by Edward Geary Lansdale
Harper & Row, 386 pp., $12.50

Reviewed by Jonathan Mirsky

1= With the exception of the Pentagon
Papers, Edward Geary Lansdale’s
memoir could have becen the most valu-
able evewitness account of the inter-
nationalizing of the Indochinese war.
Lansdale, a “legendary figure” even in
his own book, furnished the model for
the Ugly American who, from 1950
through 1953, “helped” Magsaysay put
down the Huk revolution in the Philip-
pines. He then procceded to Vietnam

where, between 1934 and 1936, he stuck :

close to Ngo Dinh Diem during Diem’s
first  shaky years when Washington
couldn’t make up its mind whom to
tap as the American alternative to Ho
Chi Minh. Lansdale's support insured
Diem as the final choice for Qur Man
in Saigon. While the book’s time span °
is, therefore, relatively brief, the period
it covers in the Philippines and Viet-
pam is genuinely important.

There is only one difficuity with In
the Midst of Wars: from the cover to
the final page it is permeated with lies.
That Harper & Row finds it possible
to foist such a package of untruths on
the public—and for $12.50!—several
months after the emergence of the
Pentagon Papers, and years after the
publication of other authoritative
studies, exhibits contempt for a public
trying to understand the realities of
our engagement in Vietnam.

The lie on the jacket describes Lans-
dale mercly as an OSS veteran who
spent the years after World War Il as a
“career officer in the U.S. Air Force.”
In the text Lansdale never offers any
explicit evidence to the contrary. In-
deed, on page 378—the last of the text—
he states that at the very time Diem
was being murdered in Saigon, “I had
been retired from the Air Force.”

For all I know Lansdale drew his pay
from the Air Force and, as the photo-
graphs in his book attest, he certainly
wore its uniform. This is irrelevant.
l:ansdale was for years a senior opera-
tive of the Central Intelligence Agency;
on page 244 of the Department of De-
fense edition of the Pentagon Papers,
Lansdale, two other men, and Allen

Dulles are iderxigesr(a)svreearifgxlgiﬁ e&@ggzgmmw e4"/‘ric i emg% msmmﬁcagézggegqj ;¢

SATURDAY REVIEW

the CIA at a meeting of the President’s
Special Committee on Indochina held
on January 29, 1954,

Why is this important? Because if
there is one word Lansdale uses re-
peatedly it is “help”—and he uses it
personally, simulating a Lone Ranger-
like urge to offer spontaneous assist-
ance. Thus, the first day he ever saw
Diem, “. . . the thought occurred to
me that perhaps he needed help. ... I
voiced this to Ambassador Heath, ...
Heath told me to go ahcad.” The in-
formal atmosphere continues when
Lansdale, upon actually meeting Diem,
immortalizes him as “the alert and
eldest of the seven dwarfs deciding
what to do about Snow White."”

Further desires to serve inform Lans-
dale’'s concern for the “masses of
people living in North Vietnam who
would want to ... move out before the
communists took over.” These unfortu-
nates, too, required “help.” Splitting
his “small team” of Americans in two,
Lansdale saw to it that “One half,
under Major Conein, engaged Jn
refugee work in the North.”

“Major” Lucien Conein, who was to

play the major role the CIA had in the
murder of Dicm in 1963, is identified in
the secret CIA report included by the
Times and Beacon editions of the
Pentagon Papers (see SR, Jan. 1, 1972)
as an agent “assigned to MAAG [Mili-
tary Assistance Advisory Group] for
cover purposes.” The secret report
refers to Conein's refugee “help” as
one of his “cover duties.” His real job:
“responsibility for developing a para-
military organization in the North, to
be in position when the Vietminh took
over . .. the group was to be trained
and supported by the U.S. as patriotic
Vietnamese.” Conein’s “helpful” teams
also attempted to sabotage Hanoi’s
largest printing establishment and
wreck the local bus company. At the
beginning of 1955, still in Hanoi, the
CIA's Conein infiltrated more agents
into the North. They “became normal
citizens, carrying out everyday civil
pursuits, on the surface.” Aggression
from the North, anyone?

Lansdale expresses particular pleas-
ure with the refugee movement to
the South. These people “ought to be
provided with a way of making a fresh
start in the free South. ... [Vietnam]
was going to need the vigorous par-
ticipation of every citizen to make a
success of the noncommunist part of
the new nation before the proposed
plebiscite was held in 1956.” Lansdale
modestly claims that he “passed along”
ideas on how to wage psychological
warfare to “some nationalists.” The
Pentagon Papers, however, reveal that
the CIA “engineered a black psywar
strike in Hanoi: leaflets signed by the

e 20054 9B ARDPE 01
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October [1954] including items abouf]
property, money reform, and a thre
day holiday of workers upon takeover.
The day following the distribution of
these leaflets, refugee registration
tripled.”

he refugees—Catholics, many o
whom had collaborated with the
French—were settled in the South, in
communities that, according to Lans-
dale, were designed to ‘“‘sandwich”
Northerners and Southerners “in a
cultural melting pot that hopefully
would give each equal opportunity.”
Robert Scigliano, who at this time
was advising the CIA-infiltrated Michi-
gan State University team on how to
“help” Diem, saw more than a melting
pot:

Northerners, practically all of whom are
refugees, [have] preempted many of the
choice posts in the Diem government. . ..
[{The] Diem regime has assumed the as-
pect of a carpet bag government in its
disproportion .of Northerners and Cen-
tralists . .. and in its Catholicism. ... The
Southern people do not seem to share the

anticommunist vehemence of their North.
crn and Central compatriots, by whom
they are sometimes referred to as y,.
reliable in the communist struggle, | |
[While] priests in the refugee villages hoki !
no formal government posts they are fen. !
erally the real rulers of their villages ang
serve as contacts with district and prg.
vincial officials.

STATINTL

Graham Greene, a devout Caiholic,
observed in 1955 after a visit to Viet.
nam, “It is Catholicism which has
helped to ruin the government of Mr.
Diem, for his genuine piety has been
exploited by his American advisers
until the Church is in danger of sharing
the unpopularity of the United States.”
Wherever one turns in Lansdale the
accounts are likely to be lies. He re.
ports how Filipinos, old comrades
from the anti-Huk wars, decided to
“help” the struggling Free South. The
spontaneity of this pan-Asian gesture
warms the heart—until one learns from
Lansdale’s own secret report to Presi-
dent Kennedy that here, too, the CIA
had stage-managed the whole business.
The Eastern Construction Company
turns out to be a CIA-controlled
“mechanism to permit the deployment
of Filipino personnel in other Asian
countries for unconventional opera-
tions. . .. Philippine Armed Forces and
other governmental personnel were
‘sheep-dipped’ and sent abroad.”
Elsewhere Lansdale makes much of
Diem’s success against the various
sects, Cao Dai, Hoa Hao, and Binh
Xuyen. (At every step Diem was ad-
vised by Lansdale who, at one pathetic
moment, even holds the weeping Chief
)
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~ Thailand Becoming
for-U.5.-Direcled Gro

BY JACK FOISIE
Times Slat Writer

BANGKOK—Thailand is’

- gradually ‘becoming the
staging area for most

American-directed ground
operations in Indochina as

troop ‘withdrawals cen-
tinue, from Vietnam and
the war and political situa-
tions become. more tense
in Cambodia and Laos.
This has resulted in in-
" creased sensitivity by both
Thai and American offi-
cials concerning the
American “air. bases in
Thailand and the camps
-and bases involved in
cross-horder operations.
2417~ aNSWer-"to a“Tnews-
man's request,- American
officials disclosed that
there are 245 U.S.-military
arvisers in Thailand and
280 members of the U.S.
Specia! Forces. But other
than outlining their ac-
knowledged training and
advising roles, the officials
-déclined’ to' go deeper into
Thai-based’ American
‘operations: pertaining to
the Indochina war. -
-‘Many Secret Camps .
Officially, the role of-all
‘American Green Berels is
to "train the Thais to he
trainers™ “in counterinsur-

gency ‘warfare, ‘both~ of

their-own troops and those

of Jthird country" armies’

—that is, Laotians -and
Cambodians. o

But: these” same Ameéri-
can officials .acknowledge
that there are numerous

..

areas"—at which Ameri-
cans are located. But they
will not discuss the Ameri-’
can role in these camps.

~ It is known, however,
that some are border

camps {ronting “on Laos

and Cambodia. They are
manned by both Thai and

e Sl R

. clandestine operations.

fecret  camps—they - call.
them *ad hoc training-

STATINTL
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- Rebellious areas in Burma
also_are being penetrated
from Thai-American
camps in the western pro-
vince of .Thailand.

"Volunteers' in Laos

....The ¢
Thai army "volunteers” in

Lans as part of a Western-

hacked roval lL.ao army is
now an -established fact,
~More- than 5000 Thai in-
fantry, artillerymen and
airmen are_in action on
foreign soil. They are
-American - paid but - the
- Thai government: also }_ms
. its own reason for making

_the "volunteers" available.
“The North Vietnamese °

army and its Communist
Pathet Lao auxiliary are
¢Joser to the banks of the
‘Mekong River than in past
dry_seasons and.the. Me-
kong is Thailand's border.
“+PDeéspite contrary
evidence, - both. Thai and
American - officials con-
tinue the pretense that the
volunteers _ sign .up on
their own. They are, in
fact. regular Thai units led

hy their own officers and/

taking orders mostly from

N

the U.S. Central Intel
ligence Agency.

One of the assembly
arcas for this trans-Me-
kong migration is the Thai
army camp of Saritsena,
outside the north central
town' of Phitsanulok. Air
America transport planes

fly the men from there di-

rectly into Laos. .- .

In the most recent ex-
planation of the Thai pre-
sence in Laos, a U.S. State
Department spokesman
last week described the
Thais as "local forces" eli-
gible for U.S. support.
This definition is intended
to avoid heing in violation
of the tongressional ban
on the recruiting and pay-
ment of mercenaries for
Laos and Camhodia.

Scerecy concerning mil-

where a visitor with a

participation - of

ging Area

great deal of aplomb can
stumble into an American
clandestine camip and stay

awhile by pretending that’

he, also,Is on a mysterious-
assignment. S

1t happened this way,
without a lie being® told.
The gate guard chal-
lenged: "Who are vou?"
The :newsman assumed a

-serious, knowing look-and-

replied: "Don't ask me!"
Far emphasis he pressed a
finger to his lips. "Oh," the:
guard said, impressed, "I
Aunderstand.”  He opened
the pate and directed the
visilor to. the command
post, S C

~ Exotic code names also
figure into the secrecy.

of a big American-Thai lo-
gistical base, way point {or
weapons and supplies des-
tined for allied forces in
Laos.

Despite its various un-
publicizec roles, the
American special forces in
‘Thailand have declined
" from a high point of 369 in
10969. The reduction was
possible | after  the Thai
Field Police assumed their
‘own training. The Ameri-

¢an advisory force also has
heen cut back by 25%
from its high point. o
Other American military
activities have offset the
reduction. R

For more -than a year,
t he - American- military
strength in Thailand has
been announced as 32,200.
. Twenty-six thousand are
airmen, as five big bases

in Thailand continue to be
the major springboard for
American bombing of ene-

my. targets in Vietnam,

Laos and Cambodia and
retaliatory strikes against
North Vietnam missile
and antiaircraft guns.

All-Time High Cost
The 6.000 other Ameri-

" can military are mostly

Army logistical units.

[08404ipiGRAURDIR86-01601R0008002

can Air Force here and

Peppergrinder 15 the name J

equip  -the- 125,000 - man
Thai army under thg_cur-
rent $60 million military
aid program. .

T}ru)is gi’,'s an all-time high
for- annual American
spending on the Thai
army and apparently re-
flects its support of Thal-
forces in Laos. = .

A 10-man American ad-
visory team is presently
with a Thai army "sweep
and clear” operation
aimed at driving a 500-
man insurgent band out of
north central Thailand
and back into Laos. The
senior American, is Army
Col. Charles G. Ray of
Browns Mill, N.J. who,
speaks Thai fluently,

"Ray said neither he nor
anv of - his subordinates
goes below Thai regimen- .
tal level and are forbidden
to. fly or drive into ‘any
area where they might be
shot at. .

Confirming this, an
~-American-- Embassy - offi-
cial said, "We've never
had an American combat
casualty in Thailand and
we intend to keep it that
way.".
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—If, and we have every reasen to believe it's true, the charges made -
in the Morch, 1972 issue of “Earth Magozine,” that the CIA is now, and has been in the
past, dealing in the d:oe traffic, it's deplorable. Drugs and its danger was brought to the at-
tention of the American people of the National HERALD-DISPATCH newspapers in 1960. We
pointed out in our initia| drive against depe, the fact that it destroys American youth,

Hence, if tI-¢ CIA as charged and documented by “Earth Magazine” is dealing in the
‘dope traffic, they are singularly destroying a whole generation of American youth. Dope des-
: troys the brain cell, it renders the individual, regardless of race, creed, cr naticnal origin, use-
less and powerless to think clearly. Depe, as it was fed to American soldiers in Asia is despicable

ond deplorable. In Asia America’s finest voung manhcod was destroyed before being sent - into
battle in a senseless, useless, racist war, ‘ : :

In the article titled “The Setling of the CI A" text by Mortan Kondracke, offers documen-
tation, photographs of former CIA spies. The spy was gquoted, and we have no reason to believe
that Earth is lying on the CJA, that its history is a sordid one.

The HERALD-DISPATCH has been aware for a number of years that the CIA has had
" stooges in the universities and colleges throughout the nation where they recruit brilliant young
- students. These students were used as spies to overthrow the African and Asian countries, to
" murder, assassinate, and destroy pecple. ' )

“Earth” cites facts that the CIA is involved in the opium traffic with the “fertile tri-
angle’’ in the border areas of- Laos, Burma, Thailand and the Yunnon province of southern
s China. They say, “abcut twenty-five percent of the heroin sold in America comes through thic
) Southeast Asian channel. Ironically, the American taxpayer feots a six billion dellar o year bill
for running the dcpe—the CIA, an organization which answers to nobody, is intricately ir
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Writing for the President N

—but what is heroic death compared to eternal
‘ watching

with a cold apple in one’s hand on a narrow chair
with a view of the ant-hill and the clock’s dial

Adieu prince 1 have tasks a sewer project
and a decree on prostitutes and beggirs™
I must also efaborate a better system of prisons
since as you justly said Denmark is a prison
1 go to my affairs )
—Zbigniew Herbert, “Elegy of Fortinbras”

] ence in the White House. 1 walked out of the
_mansion one cold, starry night, headed for my
office in the West Wing, and imagined I saw that
lithe figure standing in the Oval Office, his back to
the window; but it was only an aide.

I missed his wry humor, his detachment about
himself, his rejection of all that was mawkish and ba-
nal in politics. If he had not gencrated widespread
public sentiment for social change, he had helped the
nation to gain a perspective on its problems in which

: En 1965 one could still feel John Kennedy's pk'eS- .

- by Harry McPherson

reason played a greater part than passion. One of the-

many terrible ironies of the sixties was that the shock
of Kennedy’s death was a more powerful stimulus to
congressional action than was his presidency.

Another irony lay in the response many of his par-
tisans made to Lyndon Johnson. To the most pas-
sionate of these, Johnson was simply a usurper. The
presidency had passed from Hyperion to a satyr. To
others Johnson was a parvenu, and always would be.
His. accent was the occasion for scorn among people
who had regarded Kennedy's way of saying “Cuber”
as picturesque.

A distinguished 'reponer told me, “I don’t hate -

Johnson. I just hate the fact that all the grace and wit
has gone from what the American President says.” I

said that 1 found it difficult, reading his commentary,

to make the distinction. I did not say that I could un-
derstand how reporiers might have enjoyed Ken-

nedy’s deft banter more than three hours of self-justi- -~

fying stream of consciousness by Johnson. It was
hard to be fair in a climate spoiled by hurt feelings.

” * *

“If we stand passively by, while the center of each’

city becomes a hive of deprivation, crime and hope-
lessness . . . if we become two people, the suburban
sire and

and fear for the other . . . if this is our

aflluent and the Ay ov@derﬁ!Réréggfeiaw1 /0

policy as a people, then we shall effectively cripple
each generation to come.” - :
Thus began the first presidential message on whic
I worked. What followed were the nuts and bolts:
“special grants amounting to 80% of the non-Federal
cost of our grant-in-aid programs,” “planning funds
for the coordinated treatment of the regional trans-
portation network,” and so on. They were the sub-

stance of the program. The rhetoric would last only a_

day or two; whether the cities would be helped de-
pended on how well the “Urban Problems Task
Force” had foreseen real-life problems and designed
a practical structure to meet them which the Presi-
dent could persuade Congress to adopt. )

Since Kennedy had promised to get us moving

again, Democratic speech-writers had forced the

pace of everything the President for whom they
worked said. Nothing was too small to be termed
“urgent.” The consequences of inaction were never
less than drastic; action would always bring redemp-
tion, prosperity, or civil peace. Sometimes the prob-
lem was described so severely that the program
seemed feeble by comparison..

I speculated that writers for conservative Presidents
did not have such problems. Their guiding principle

was good management, where ours was social change..

Good management was an end in itself. Social change,
on the other hand, was a process—involving the recog-
nition of legitimate needs, the arousal of expectations
that they should and could be met, the creation of laws
and bureaucracies, and a payoffi—money, health care,
the right to vote and get a job, better schools. The pro-
cess could fail at any point—most often at the payoff. It
could not even be started unless the needs were recog-
nized and the expectations aroused. To do that, a
leader had to raise his voice. He could not engage in an
academic debate; he could not take a long view of his-
tory, in which crowded cities and poverty seemed in
retrospect the benevolent engines of progress; he could

not say, “Perhaps it would be wise”; he had tosay, “We

must.” .

In pressing hard for change Johnson took: great
risks, both for himself and for the country. He had to
convey.not only a poignant sense of the misery to be

~ relieved but also confidence that money and organi-

zation and skill could relieve it. Otherwise men
would do nothing.

If he proposed a law prohibiting certain malign
practices—such as excluding blacks from restaurants
and voting booths—he was relatively sure that he
fa: GIA

passed. If his goal was to provide medical care for the
: anmt intieR
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Eanh's editor and publisher James Goode
¢harged that the ClA-supported Air America
airline is being used to ship opium from CIA
bases in Laos and Thailand. Goode cited an
article written by University of California *
professor Peter Dale Scott who said that
opium is grown by CIA -mercenaries,
including the Mco tribesmen, in Southeast
Asia. According to Scott, the opium is then

. shipped from the remote jungle areas aboarg

" Air America planes. e

-

A T AR L VR AT AT ]

A spokesman for Air America in
- Washington, D.C. also declined to comment .
g on the story. He would say only that Air .,
M . America is a “non-domestic airline owned by :
‘Americans which operates in Asia.” He said
he was unaware of any connections belween
the airline and thd CIA.

Farth magazine’s March issue accuses the
CIA of controlling Air America — and
charges that the airline operation is
g responsible for at least 25 percent of all
" heroin which reaches the United States.

Approved Fo__r’ Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000800200001-4
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'
charged that the Central .

S the smuggling of millions of dollars worth of

hcrom into the United States each year.
he magazine’s editor James Goode

; elght-page article

l‘.arm magazine
lntelhgur‘cv Agency is intimately involved in

Francisco that the March issue of\ Earth
documents a web of alliances which connect
opium-growing Southeast Asian farmers to
the CIA-sponsored Air America Airlines and
4 big money interests in the eastern United
1 States. Goode said, that heroin-smuggling

:mnounced at a press confercnce}{ San

4 entanglements are carefully spelled out in an.

article written by University of California
English professor Peter’ Dale Scott; Scott’s
traces the connection
1 between opium growers, CIA operatives,
3 flights of ClA-<ontrolled airlines and the
cventual delwery of heroin to the U.S.

Goodc funher
ClA-supportcd Meo tribemen and other

charged that the
opium growers located in Southeast Asia’s
““fertile triangle” are responsible for
anywhere “from 25 percent to 80 percent of
all heroin

States.”

traffic reaching the United

The mag;mnc editor stated tht Scott’s article
was ‘‘clearly the most. dramatic
documentation of CIA complicity in heroin
trafficking yet published;” but he added that

adding: “Yet nothing - has been

done.”
Goode announced that he was making alf of
his evidence immediately available to United
States Senators — and that he is calling for a
‘Senate investigation of the CIA's role in the
underground heroin market.

Studies on the smack problem in the United
States have indicated that up to $5 billion
dollars is spent annually on heroin by
$00,000 American addicts. More than half
of the money spent each ycar on the

purchase of heroin — or $2:5 billion — is’

obtained through theft by addicts. Medical
authoritics report that heroin presently
caused more deaths to pcople between the
ages of 18 and 35 than do wars or cancer or
car accidents.

Approved For Relegs gﬁ

"~ Said Goode:
£ the hierarchy of the CIA and other agencies

earlier

" cargo, labeled as

the .CIA’s involvement in smack smuggling *.
| has been suspected and reported about for -
| years,

“I find it inconceivable that

within our government have not cracked
down on this source of smack.”

Goode ‘was asked about a suggestion voiced
this week by Senator Hubert
Humphrey that the CIA be assigned the task
of investigating and stopping the flow of
.. illegal heroin.

(*“That’s like appointing the SS to investigate

atrocitics at Dachau or Auschwitz,’ * Goode said.

ey
‘!’3 ¢
G{;’) { (
Dcl Rosario, a former marine who scrved in®
Vietnam in 1964 and 1965, said that the

. opium growing was permitted by the Laos

va

A 28-ycar-old Scattle resident ‘who worked
as a “civilian _aide” to Continental Air
Scrvices in Thailand -and Laos testified in
San Franciscothat he witnessed opium being
loaded aboard CIA-sponsored aircraft.

Enrique B. del Rosario said he watched as
“miscellancous,” was put
aboard Air America planes at the Ban Houie
Sai base in Laos, and at two other bases in

Thailand. Del Rosario said he had served asa |

“civilian understudy”™ at the bases in

Southeast Asia between 1966 and 1970.

When asked if he was actually employed at
the time by the CIA, del Rosario declined to
answer, insisting that he was not “permitted

0.” He added that his wife'and two children

are currently in Thailand — and said that he
did not want to say anything “which might
jeopardize their safety.” . o

" However, dcl Rosario admitted that he had

worked very closely with the Meo tribesmen
and other ClA-supported tribes, and that he
had scen literally *“‘hundreds of acres of
cultivated opium fields planted by the
tribesmen.” Del Rosario said that the opium
was later harvested, and that he watched as
Ait American planes landed at Thai and Laos
bases and loaded the “‘miscellaneous™ cargo
aboard.

STATINTL

and Thailand governments as long as there
was no outside pressure exerted. He
explained - that, occasionally, a complaint
would be "lodged about .the amount of
growing and smuggling, and that then the
“government would move in and demand a
temporary halt.to the opium cultivation.

CIA DERIES
The Central Intelligence Agency has refused
to comment on charges voiced by Farth
magazine that the CIA “is deeply involved in
the smuggling of herom into, the United
States.”

A spokesman for the CIA, assistant director
. Angus Thuermer, insisted to FEarth News

that the intellipence agency ‘“never
comments on any charges or complaints
made against the CIA.” Thuermer added,
however, that CIA director Richard Helms
had specifically denied any CIA connection
to the trafficking of heroin during a speech
he made to newspaper editors in
Washingtons D.C. early last year. At that
time, Helms, in reply to charges that the CIA
was involved in moving opium from
Southeast Asia to the United States,
said: “We know we are not contributing to

| that problem.”.

(Ed. Note: Further information en CIA
involvement in the opium trade is contained
in an article by Enrique B. del Rosano in
this issue of THE SOUND.)

.Approved For Release 2001/03/04 CIA- RDP80 01601R000800200001-4
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"Laos to Get ™
‘More Thai

‘Mercenaries

By Peter Osnos

Washington Post Foreign Service

BANGKOK, Jan. 21—The
number of CIA supported
Thai soldiers serving in Laos
will be increased in the com-
ing ‘months to contend with
the worsening military situa-

P

tion there, according to senijor |

U.S. sources here.

The sources declined -to say
how many additional Thais
would be sent, but unofficial
estimates are that the present
total, fixed variously at from
4,800 to 6,000, may be as much
as doubled. -

The Thai battalions have
been taking very hcavy casual-
ties in the Communist drv-sea-
son offensive that began in!
mid-December, so the {irst job:
is to reorganize existing units

_and bring them up to strength.'

Like those Thais already -
there, the reinforcemesnts will ;
be “volunteers,” ostensibly re-
cruited from outside the regu-:
lar Thai Army and trained by
the CIA {o serve as mercenar-
ies attached -to the l.aotian
government forces.

Placing them  officially
under Laotian command (al-
though each unit has Thai offi-
cers) is a technicality designed
to mect the letter of Congres-
sional restrictions on Ameri-
can financing of third-country
forces in Cambodia and Laos.

The United States role in

a’szezzggﬂ/q@fm

The repeated assertions of |
government leaders here have|
been that any Thai nationals
serving in Laos have simply’

" chosen on their own to work’

for the Laotians. Sometimes it
is added that by batlling the]

1Communists in Laos, these pa-'

triots are, helping meet the
‘threat against Thailand.

'
Geneva Accords

By disassociating them-
1selves from the troops, Aneri-
.cans here explain, the Thais
ieannot be accused of violating
‘the provisions of the 1962 Ge-
yneva accords which prohibited

pntroductlon of foreign forces
into Laos.
[ “From start to finish, the
‘whole business is diplomatic
‘and military sleicht of hand,”
said a long-time American ex-
pert in Thai affairs. (For their
part, the XNorth Vietnamese
also will not admit {o having
many thousands of troops in
Laos.)

On the whole, Thais have
greeted the issue of the troops

PASHINGTON POST

: CIA-RDP80-016

damaged. One day in Kem-
bern in scattered fighting 35
Thai security forces were
killed. .

Analysts think any connec-
tion between external and in-
ternal events should not be ex-
aggerated, but do note that
North Vietnamese propaganda
against the Thai regime has
been harsher and more per-
sistent lately.

U.S. Bombers

The vitriol has been primar-
ily directed at the presence of

"puni.shment’f 16 the Thais for
allowing “American use of

Thailand as a springboard.”

“Putting it all together,”
isaid one American diplomatic
jsource, “I guess you could say
‘there is a kind of offlensive
under way here, but, of
course, it doesn’t begin to
compare with what is happen-
ing in Laos.”

So- far the govemmenf has

American bombers in Thai- |
land. The broeadcasts threaten!i'meo allies.

lackadasically. Certainly the|dispatched more gunboats to
families of casualtics know! the Meckong River with Laos
who they are and one Thai-:and has placed troops in eriti-|
owned English-language pa'per cal areas on alert, but neither!
printed a news agency account | step is regarded as especially
of 200 Thais being killed in|meaningful.
one battle at Paksong. “Why they’ve been having
But no local opposition to:fed scares for so long, no ones
the Thais being in Laos has AnOWS what they mean any-
been recorded. Indeed, Thai,more,” said one young Thaf
journalists and intellectuals: civil servant, “How can we tell
linterviewed in the past f e, {he difference between what is
‘days agreed that the presence | 2lWays serious and what. is
of troops there would proba-very serious?”
bly be applauded if Thai pub-IThai Concern
tléztcézlmon could be accurately There are indications, how-{
: ever, that the Thai leadership
Nagging Insurgency is very concerned about the im-
With war raging just beyond Plications of the worsening sit-

uation in Laos.

mounting the Thai contingent Thai borders and nagging in-
has been bitterly criticized by, surgency within them, popular
members of the Sena‘e For-.Sentiment appears to favor

“It is our first line of de- V
fense,” commented one Thail

eign Relations Committee. A
staff report said the CIA su-

pervises and pays for the -

training of the Thais and “pro-
vides their salary, allowances.
. . and operational costs in
Laos.” :

Committee sources said last
jsummer that the United
States may have spent as
much as $35 million to finance
!the Thais In Lao¢s—roughly
',$7,000 per man a year. .

Until very recently, Thai-
land maintained about 10,000
regular troops in South.Viet-
-nam, but the Thais have scrup-
ulously avoided any official

whatever steps are necessary
to preserve the country’s
peace and relative prosperity.
In the past month or so
while the situation in Laos has
deteriorated, there. has .been
an upturn in the number of in-
cidents aftributed to guerrillas
in Thailand’s northern -and
southern regions,

Some of the incidents have
been serious. Yesterday, for
example, 16 policemen were

killed in an attack on a “spe-
cial operations base” in a re-
mote northern district. Police
said about 200 Communist-
Meo hill-tribesmen were in-
volved, armed with B-40 rock- serving in Laos have been lo-
ets. ‘cated at firebases in the north-

Then too, there was a demo- east on the Plain of Jars and
lition team attack earlier this. around th

proRebease’ 26010 3/04 1 CIA-R

official,” If it falls, we must be
prepared.”

Earlier this month, Prime
Minister Thanom - Kiitaka-
chorn met with Gen. Creigh-
ton Abrams, commander of
U.S. forces in South Vietnam,
to discuss what was officially
described as “the war situa-
tion in Laos.”

Details of the session were
never made publie, but in-
formed Thai sources said var-
ious “contingency plans” were
discussed, along with the ques-
tion of sending the Laotians
more “voluntecrs.” :

The Thai battalions already

E:z:.ecﬁonlwxptbtérvgﬂa IF

in which .a B-52 was slighly : south, they operaied on the
,Bolovens Pldtcau.

bPB0-0ihodR0008

"In the very heavy fighting
on the Plain of Jars last
month, sources in Vientiane|
reported, the 'Thai casualties’
outnumbered those of the Lao-
tian irregulars by about two-
to-one. The same was gener-
ally true in the south. .

Some observers spcculated
that the Communists might be
bearing down particularly
hard on the Thais in an effort
to discourage sthers from
coming. Another theory has it
that the Thias were merely
poorer, less disciplined fight-
ers than their Laotian and

R : *ile
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U S. operatmns in Southeast Asia have often involved shadowy -
figures, perhaps none more shadowy than the elusive, Jekyll-
: "Hyde figure of Anthony A. Poshepny

»

+ -

HE'S A ROUND-FACED, cheery man
with a cherubic smile and a charming
family arid, it is said, a penchant for
preserving the heads of his victims in
~ forraldehyde. He's a classic Jekyll-
and-Hyde who has been waging the
“most secret phase of America’s secret
war in Southeast Asia for the _past ten
_years.

To the boys at Napoleon Cafe and
the Derby King on Bangkok’s Patpong
Road, a watering ground for Air
America pilots, CIA types, journalists
and. other assorted old Indochina
‘hands, he’s ]ust plain Tony Poe, but his

. real name is Anthony A. Poshepny.

‘He's a refugee from Hungary, an ex-
Manne \\ho fought on Iwo Jima and
.a dedicated patriot of his adopted land,
‘the United States of America, for
‘which he has risked his life on htcrally
hundreds of occasions while ranging

- through the undulating velvet-green
* crags and valleys of Red Chmn Laos

and Thailand.

He.also shuns pubhcuy and hates
‘reporters, as I discovered in a long
search for him, beginning in the Thai

" capital of Banﬂkok and e\tendmg to

Jters,

*the giant American airbases in north-
“eastern Thailand and to the mountains
of northern Laos. The secarch for Tony
Poe ended where it had begun, in the
lobby of the Amarin Hotel on Bang-
kok’s Ploenchit Road, a crowded, six-
lane-wide avenue that runs through a
residential and shopping district sup-
ported largely by rich American

“farangs,” the somewhat demeaning

Thai term for “foreigners.” There, be-
fore leaving Bangkok for the last time,
1 picked up a note, signed simply
“Tony,” stating that he had to “de-
‘cline” my request for an interview. “I
beelieve [sic] that you can appreciate
my reason for not scekmg public com-
mentary,” -wrote Tony in the formal
“statement style” better befitting a pub-
lic oflicial and probably sungcsted if
not dictated, by a superior in the

. Central Intelligence Agency.

“C-1-A?" asked the cute little Japa-
nese girl at the front desk of the
Amarin, enunc
smiiling shoht]y with _glittering
white tceth, raising her eyebrows flir-

'MEN AT WAR/ BY DONALD KIRK '

Pm is au’plane pllot He works for
Continental Air Services.” An assist-
ant manager, also Japanese, showed me
the Tegistration card Tony had signed
only a few days before my arrival at
the Amarin last June, in the middle of
my search for him. Tony, I learned,
generally stayed at the Amarin, only
a few blocks from the modernesque
American embassy. He was a familiar,
beloved character ‘o the staff at the
hotel—the opposite of his public image
as a sinister, secret killer and trainer
of anti-Communist guerrifla warriors.

“Anthony A. Poshepny,” read the’

top line. “Air Ops Officer—Continental
Alr Services.” So Tony, with a record:
»f more combat jumps than any other
American civilian in Indochina, had
used Continental as his “cover™ while
training mountain {ribesmen to fight
against regular Communist troops
from both China and North Victnam.
Tony’s cover surprised me; I had as-
sumed he would declare himself as
some sort of U.S. government ‘“official”

—perhaps an adviser to border-patrol. -

police units, the traditional cover un-
der which CIA operatives masquerad

in both Thailand and Laos. Still, Con-
tinental was a logical choice. Like Air
_America, Contme’ntal regularly ferries
men and supplies to, distant outposts
throughout Indochina. Financed at
least in part by the CIA, Continental
could hardly balk at providing cover.
for full-time CTA professionals.

The next two lines on Poe’s registra-
tion form were even more intriguing
than his link with Continental, at least
in terms of what he was doing at the
present. After “going to,” Tony had
written, “Udorn,” the name of the base
town in northeastern Thailand from
which the United States not only flies
bombing missions over all of Laos but
also coordinates the guerrilla war on
the ground. And where was Tony
*coming from,” according to the form?
His origin was Phitsanulok, a deuasely
jungled mountain province famed for
incessant fighting between Commu-

Aporaved FonRelgase 200103704 ; CIRRPS

East for years, is now based in Tokyo
as a Chicaco Tribune correspondent.

members of mountam tribes, and
trained Thai army soldiers and police
men. Tony, it seemed, had vanishe
into the wilds of Phitsanulok (where
the jungle is so thick and the slopes s
stecp as to discourage’ the toughes
Anmerican advisers) on a mysteriou
training venture not known even t
most American officials with top-secre
security clearances, much less to th
girls behind the desk of the Amarm

“Oh, he’s such a nice man,” one o
the girls in the hotel dssured me whe
I asked how she liked Tony—-who, I’
been warned by- other journalists
might shoot on sight any reporter dis
covered snooping too closcly into hi
life. “He has very. nice wife and thre
lovely children,” tHe girl burbled on,
pausing to giggle slightly between
phrases. “He comes here on vacation
from vp-country.” The impression Poe
has made on the girls at the Amarin is
a tribute both to his personality and
his stealth. As I discovered while trac-
ing him from the south of Thailand to
northern -Laos,
opulent home in Udorn for his wife, a
tribal princess whom he had married a
year or so ago. Mrs. Poshepay, a tiny,
quick-smiling glrl whom Tony had
met while training members of the

Yao tribe for spccia] missions into.

China, liked to come to Bangkok to
shop while Tony conferred with his
CIA associates on the guarded “CIA
floor,” of the American cmbassy

It was ironic that I should have
learned that Tony stayed at the Amarin.

while in Bangkok, for it was only by
chance that I had checked in there at
the beginning of my search—and only
during small talk with the desk clerks
that I found one of Tony s rchstratnon
- cards.

The day after I artived in Banckok
local journalists gave me my ﬁrst ink-
ling of some of the rumors surround-

ing Tony Poe. One of the journalists; ~
Lance Woodruff, formerly a reporter_

on one of Bangkok’s two English-lan-
guage newspapers and now with the
Asian Institute of Technology in Bang-

kok, said Poe not only hated reporters

but had been known to “do away with
people he docsn’t like.” Woodruff
compared Poe to a figure from Terry
and the Pirates and told me the story

“of how Poe lined one wall of a house in

northern Laos, near the Chinese bor-
der, with heads of persons he had
killed. None of the contacts I met in
Bangkok had the slightest clue as to

Tony’s whereabouis——e\cept that he
was somewhere “dp-country” training
tnbcsmen to fight the Communists

ossxbl n China itself.
B Ridsho00004 4.

Am'lrm, I drove to a town named

he already. had an.

Ubon, some 325 miles northeast of

STATINTL
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: i Saigon, Dec. 5 (S peclnl)——'lnc

i allies are <<‘cmth training Th u'
Jirregulars in South Vietwam to?
operate helicopter "unshlpa;

; agafust the Communists in Laos,

. relizbla sources said tonight.

_© They said that the Thais had
.- : beent ‘ucruued by the U.S. Cen-~
e e d e . teal: Intel‘\geme Ageney and,
=t _ that the U.S, would provide heli-

, cop’els for thur missions,
-—-Jo:.eph F rlcd'.
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Wl shington Post Forelgn Servics

“BANGKOK, Nov. 25—
Thailand's Communist insur-
gents, one American official

,here likes to say, are like

“imice “operating between the
hooves of the government
elephant.” .

It's not a bad simile. The
Thai government is very
concerned about the ‘mice,
who began to appear nearly

. seven years ago and have
become increasingly trouble-
some, and it is squashing
them as fast as it can. But
they show no signs of gomg
away.

-By.the standards of Viet- .

nam, the guerrilla threat to
Thailand is minimal. Ac-
. cording to the government’s
- best estimates, there are
only about 5000 armed in-
surgents in the country—
* though for each man with a
rifle there may be as many
-as 10 unarmed but active
supporters of the movement.
This number has not
grown appreciably since the
clandestine . Communist
" Party of Thailand decided in
1964 to .switch from simple’
political activity to armed.
struggle—but the guerrillas
. are now much better armed,
trained and organized.
__According to the official
Thai reports, the combined
number of terrorist incidents
and assassinations has risen
steadily from 300 in 1968 to
1,100 last year. In the first
seven months of 1971 there
were 900 such incidents.

= Village-level mganizahon
by the guerrillas continues,’

. despite new goxernment
programs to stop it. In one
area of northeast Thailand
alone, -an estimated 209 vil-
lages are estimated to be
effectively under Commu-
mst control.

“ When there Is violence—.
ambushes assassination of
government officials, at-
tacks on isolated polxce out-
posts—it is often carried.out
with specd and precision.

“That was a real pro job,”
an Amer_ican counterinsur-
gency specialist said not
long ago of an ambush in
northeast Thailand that cost.
the lives of several govern:
{nent soldiers.

" Generally speaking, Thai-
land has not one but several
different insurgencies..
Those of most concern to
the government are in the
porth and northeast. :

The northeast is a dry,
flat, poor area, dotted here
and there with the large
Amerlcanbmltalrbases.
from which™ bombing mis

sions throughout Southeast
Asia are flown, and it is
here that Communist politi-
cal organization has been
most successful. -

The insurgent Thai Peo-
ples  Liberation Armed
Forces that operate in this
area and base in the Phu
Phan mountain area near
the Nakron Phanom airbase
have begun to establish a
true village infrastructure,
government sources say.
The guerrilles have an esti-
mated arme% strength of
1,500.

In far north, the moun-
tainous jungled arm of Thai-
land that reaches toward
China belween Laos and

Burma, the sxtuatlon is chf-t

ferent.

About 2,000 Meo tribes-
men—ethnically the same as |

the tough ClIA-trained guer-

rillas used in Laos to fight

the Communist Pathet Lao
—led by Thai cadre have
staked out highland “liber-
ated areas” in the north
where the government sel-
dom seeks to go.

These units launch hit-
andrun raids on lowland
settlements around Chiang

Mai, and then fade back into-

the hills where the royal
Thai army follows only at
its own risk. If pressed too
hard, they ‘can slip across
the borders into Lao., or
Burma.

. “What have you achxeved
when you have chased 40
Meo from one ridgeline to
'another?" asked one official
{in Bangkok. “Nothing and it
‘takes a hell of a lot of ef-
fort.”

In addition to the noxth»
ern and northeastern insur-
gencies, Thailand has little

_pockets of trouble in back-

country areas of the south
and west,

Also, in the far south
about 800- . Chinese and’
Malay guerillas are knowi
to base along the borger
with Malaysia—but they ave
said to be inembers of the’
Malaysian Communist Party
and more concerned with
sprobing across the border to
the south than thh Thal-
land.

Tha1 sources in the five-
yéar-old Communist Sup-
pression. Operations Com-
mand, a combined pohce -civ-
il-military organiza tion
headed by the respected
Gen. Siyud Kerdphol be-
lieved that the various in-
surgencies are directed from
Pekm"—-—not from Hanoi.

The Americans, who have
a special counterinsurgency
section manned jointly by

« representatives of the em-

bassy, CIA and the mxhtary,
tend to agree,

“It's- part of 4 long- telm
plan aimed at the ultimate
control of Thai society,” one
source said. “It’s not a spm-
off from the Vietnam war.”

Captured Communist

‘cadre told Thai officials of

training in China. More re-
-cently, there have been re-
‘ports of Meo and Thai guer-

rillas being trained by

Chinese instructors along
the road the Chinese have
beerr building, for the last
‘several years, down through
Laos toward Thailand.

The road, which has now
reached “to within 30 miles
of the Thai border, has had
Bangkok off1c1a15 worried
for some time and. has
tended .to dampen enthusi-
asm for diplomatic over-
{ures toward Peking. o
* Indeed, last week's’ “coup-
against wparliament” in.
whlch the military leader-:
ship of the country dis-
banded the National As-
sembly, abrogated the con-

; stitution dand imposed mar-

tial law, ‘was said to be di-
rected in part at checking
public sentiment in favor of

rapprochement w1th Chma

T Ameérican officials here
are sensilive to the' insur-
\ gency, and tend to be an-
noyed by the not uncommon.
- suggestion that the Banckok

¢ povernment “gverstates the

nature of the emergency to'
squeeze more  military aid.
out of Washington. e
They note that U.S. mili-
tary aid to Tha:land has’
been decreasing annually
from a high of $58.3 million

Jn 1966 to about half that in

1970. B ool
- They also say that Thais
have responded well to the
threat of the insurgents.
“Both the insurgency and
the govexnment’s pexform-
ance are on rising curves,’
one source said, *“and the
government's keeping up.”

Whether it can gain on
the insurgency, however, is
another question. It staxts
with certain basic disad-
vantages. ¢

Thailand is a countrv only
slightly smaller than France,
with a hard-to-administer,
largely rural population of
about 35 million and-thou-
sands of miles of border.

Of the four countries with
which it shares borders two
(Laos and Cambodia) are at
‘war with Communist forces
and the other two- (dalaysia
and Burma) have low-level
guerrilla pwblems of- their
own.

On the other hand. it is the
only country in Southeast
Asfa without a history of
colonial rule.

At the moment, the guer-
rillas are still more of an
annoyance than a real
threat. But there is no douht
that over the long run the
Thais are worried..
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U+ ¢ Dlspatch News Sersics .
“"'UBON, Thailand —Tom
Boyd is a building man, a
tall Lincolnesque American
who has ‘spent 20 years in
halt a dozen developing
countries, mostly ‘as an
agent of U.S. foreign aid.

Boyd is a symbol of much of .
what is noble about Ameri- -

can assistance to poor coun-
tries. But also of much of
what Is tragic. oo
" Boyd is 60, a native
northeasterm Texas, who
was bossing construction
gangs in Arkansas by the
time he was 20. Due to re-
tire next July, -he already
“has his-bags packed, hoping
.-that-the hassle over foreign
- "aid eppropriations will evict
him early. from his crum-
bling. yellow-stucco office in
this American air base cum
market town of northeastem
Thailand. Tom Boyd is tired.
Boyd is one of the four
. employecs of U.S. Agency for
- International Development
in Ubon. His job is to advise
Jocal . officials on - building
country roads. “It’s kind of
like the county highway de-
partment back home,” he
says.. And every week he
Areks over the two provinces
to’ which he is assigned,

writing poetry in large legi--

ble hand on long tablets of
yellow paper to absorb the
‘endless hours in his jeep.
- Boyd’s poefry is sour. It
often mocks the anti-Com-
munist crusade znd slams
the military. Boyd builds
.‘better bridges than poems.
But both zre stolid and hang
- together. Poetry keeps him
gane, Boyd s2ys. - .
. “They say I've got it out
for the military,” he apolo-

‘of'

s

i

““They don't post pictures
of GI's who-get V.D. And
what if somebody were to
elip a’picture of the gover-
nor’s daughter up there:
where would we all be
then?” oo

But the tragedy of Tom
Boyd’s life is that more
often than nol he loses.
From- 196067, at the peak of
his career, he served in Viet-
‘nam. He supervised, the
"modernization of Tanson-
nhut Airport, when it was
intended for commerical
use. :

The only American offi.
cial at Tansonnhut in the
early Sixties, Boyd beczme
Ambassador Frederick
Noliing’s representative in
one of the early intramural
wars in Vietnam. “They (the
Air. Force) used to land
their jets. I'd go out and tell
them how glad we were to
see them and that they had
one hour to refuel, eat lunch
and be on their way,” he re.

members. i

During the 1863 coup
d’etat, Boyd overheard the
Iast conversation beiween
Ambassador Henry Cabot
Lodze and President Nzo
Dinh Diem. “And it wasn't
2ll in the Pentagon Fapers,
either,” Boyd recalls, =

That conversation made,
Boyd an even staunclier
dove. He tried to thwart mil-
itary subordination of AID’s
local assistance programs.
Westmoreland’s  command
won. Tom Boyd was exiled
to the outhack of Thailand.
His career has idled here
ever since. o

However, Boyd, like AID

gizes. “That just isn't so. I in Thailand, is far from free
just don't like bullshit . . ., to ignore the military and
and - blowing things up just their priorities. In fact, the
to be blowing them up is Accelerated Rural Develop-
snathematome.”  _ . .-ment. Program of which

R ‘ ... Boyd is a part is basically
Little viclories " " - ey insurgency, as much
“Boyd sometimes wins lit- g part of the American re-
tle victories. Recently he gionwide effort to defeat
was able to persuade the Air communism as Ubon Air
- Force not to post pictures of Base from where Air Force
. ghai gi{]‘s reported to have )

enereal di

letin’ boarﬁo@i@lﬁ?m;!:

post office.

i

‘nam. Boyd, whether he fully,

dERaisan S alifioklos St ik RISPEN S

01
1 :

" realizes it or not is some:
thing other than the benevo-
-lent roadbuilder. L
With the roads has come the
border patrol police and, just
as important, if not more so,
‘'the spooks.’ American intelli-
gence authorities have set up
a‘guarded, off-limits communi-
. cations center near the south-
ernmost town of Namyin.
Indication of where Ameri-
can priorities in the area lie
for the future is not hard to
come by. Boyd is the only
“straight” AID employee on
the four-man roster. One other
is an adviser to the border pa-
trol police, principally a light
mobile counterguerrilla force,
Another is a laison officer for
CIA operation in Laos. The
fourth: runs the communica-
tions center at Namyin. When
Boyd goes home, moreover, he
won't be replaced. -
__Boyd does not believe in a
Communist threat in north-
eastern Thailand. “I've always °
said that I could put all the
‘Communists in this ares in
the back of a pickup truck.
“Ihat doesn’t mean you can't
find people to shoot at you if
You go stirring things up. But
you can find them in Louis
iana or Arkansas- ton. There
are plenty of bandits, moon-
" shiners and people cutting il-
legal timber. You go messing
with them and they'll shoo
.you. That’s all.” L
“You know,” Tom Boyd sald,-
stroking his silver Hemingway.
beard and looking over the
pool of scrapers and bulldoz-
ers at-the provineial work-
tshop. “The Thais are some of
the clevércst people I've ever
worked with. ‘If we pulled out
tomorrow, they’d make out all
right. Their economy would
have some setbacks, but they
‘need that. I don't agree with a
lot of Americansthal the Thai
"has just got his hand out. He's
~got his hanti out because
“we've .got “our ' pocketbook
open. ; -

KiiR000800200001-4

Tom Boyd is going home.
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The.“coup within a coup’ in Thai-
land is about as confusing as trying
to find one’s way around Bangkok’s’

.-network of klongs, or canals, without a
guide or a map. But it does seem that
".all the Pentagon’s money and all the
. CIA’s men-couldn’t put democracy to-
geEEr again in that beautiful country.

‘. This is the third political setback for
' the United States in Southeast Asia in
_ the past six weeks. First, 43,000 Amer-
" ican dead and untold treasure resulted
. in the re-election of South Vietnamese
"+ President Nguyen Van Thieu on Oct.
7 3. Then, after turning Cambodia into a
i. battlefield, the national assembly was
* suspended on Oct. 20. And now Thai-
" land,* where the military has ex-
tinguished parliamentary democracy.

When will we learn that the only
way to ensure self-determination for a’

: people is to keep our hands off their
wpolitical processes?
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Pctcr Arncitna
South Easti'Asi
War for meore ti
rcport:ng has won st
lades a5 The Pulitz
Sigma Delte Chi (
pﬁ!s‘cm from i:‘oo
the govc,.,,rv*cnt

ly paper based in®
(1969).

-An Associ ‘u.:"
since 1960, Arnet

L
scries cf art’c
Gavzer abov i
South. East Asio and the waysﬁ :
l’"‘rOl’l “'“LS tO US
nam. Un interviewed hi"ﬂ §ho
after his return to New Yor
asked him zboui the nature
drug traffic ‘uw re.

CIA

UR: Has the
trefiicin Qou.l. East Asia?

ecn part of the crug
PI::‘ o N T ©LArmett: The CIA has indeed Geen in-
i e S . volved, as hsas the US Government, for
¥ - .. . K .
-_-u\'cryowc is against the use of heroin Yo2rs in the ¢rug business, but.it's es-

i

-

or at Iéast they say they are. But bavond sentially for olitical reasops — as.a
. ¢y say incy But beyond :

1hc basic idea that p'*o') le take hcrom political necessity,
because their life is 2 bummer, there Now, vhy is it a P°d fical nocess Y"
/\f the ':u, inning of the-'60's, South
cha l'"CS about \"‘]0 is let t]ng/bc]p-
"“'/Phs“m g/or  profiting  from.
heroin trade. oo ‘
We think that the heroin-trade is a PeOple’s armies would sweep across
typlcal issue of our time. For example, Soulh Last Asia, to Victnam, Thailand,
Jhovws is it that heroin can be tra r‘s,,os".cr: Formosa .md all the rest. So the Ameri-
‘thousands"of miles over ail sorts of ob. can officials out there — the'CIA, the
stacles to po'so-w millions, wkile we . American Military, and the Embassy
! ivly figure out how to get people — fxou.ce that any apv'oach
focd to starving peonle? would be acceptable if it was in order to
Ve hope to do a series of articles znd rf'sxst that great a threat. Eventually, of

N GhHd

.o interviews about herdin presenting a cotrse. it led toa Logmmm.uu of half a

fl

variety of vitws and evidence. We haye million American troops in Vietnam.
started with South East Asia because it But even before Vietnzm, any act to
is the l“rocs' scurce of c;nvn] in the prevent the Communists from taking
world, and also because the heroin overthe area was considered accept-
vszge by American scldiers in Vietnam able, and this included the drug busi-
has ied to increased m.om‘e:zon onthis ness. Here's an €x ampu, of how 't
issue bcwnxmn available, such as the “’Ol”'“d

confidential government documems In Laos you, h'we this tnb the M»o.'

that we parl;al‘y reprint here, They came down from central China
Wedonr ne'wlct we
this by ouf? Cté

onc wino has m"orma.txon documents

¢

>

OVCI'

nove in family groups and live above
o 88003 ft level in he Mountains.

»
),

/s"ncy faria crops, including opium, and
they have o fairly well-developed cul-

~homc—mcdc weapons. Tie CIA and tax
Amgegican Government 0

ast Asia wasseen as greatly threat-.
the wcd by Communist China. There was’
great fear that revolutionary war by

Q@ys & D AT0 AT AR PR 3150 1R 0008002000014

Wide World Photos

tire based on silver ornaments and

(/u

.(v

considered
)

them important because they were the.
buffer between China and therest of -
outh East Asia. So it was in the inter-
est of the Americiin Government 0 win
their allegiance. They were jusi another
arm of the American war cffort.

Hogever, in the early 60's the Com-
munists staricd pressing into Laos. Up
1o that time these people had been
growing opivm and other little crops,
but opium was their only cash crop,
The average fa mhy could make $40 or.
$50 a yeéar. from it, and that would be
enough to buy some silver ornaments :
and to pay for [‘13 pws for the harvest
celcbrations.

As the Comminists starteo coming
through they started to cut the old trails
{hat these peop! c had been using to un-
ivad their opium. The Mco w;rc/
stranded in the mountains and the CIA
figured that the least they could do was

" o help them in harvesting and distrib-.

uting their crop. So, on the numerous
American dxruc:d» you had a linson

oon bilxu"
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CIA m l:“Cia:l!’ in cn Thai} LhSl Jessimen
BANGKOK — The manager of Thai Airways has complamed to

i the U.S. Embassy here that Air America, the Central Intelligence /
| Agency’s owned and operated air line, has been picking up passengers
- inside Thailand and thereby competing with the Thai airline. :
Prasong Suchiva, manager of Th'u Airvays, said his line had the
sole right to pick up domestlc passengers in Thailand. Air America is -
usad mamly for transport of war matenel 'md per sonrel for the U. S

war.of aggression in Indochina. -

1.
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* : VIENTIANE,

b
T ?
? :* Special to The Washinzton Post
Sept. 26
V.S. bombing in most of Laos’

. .18 no longer subject to prior

. In  Vientiane,

) thc sources.

|away.
. Previous practice was. out-|

-areas of Laos and targets adja-

approval by the U.S. embassy;
according  to
Amerlcan government sources. |

% Instead, final say in the:
c};oxce of most targets has
been shifted to the U.S. Air
Force’s factical headguarters:
at Udorn, Thailand, these
sources say. The pr1nc1pal ex-
cepuons are major. populated

cent to China, acco;dmg {o

3 In most-other cases, the em-
bassy reviews the targets only
alter bomnbing, .they say, hy
chcckmg “after-dction” reports
from Udorn. i
. The sources $ay that this ap-
pears to be a major bombing-.
policy shift in_Laos, although
embassy spokesmen in Vienti-
ane deny knowledge of such &

‘1shift in targeting mecthods or

policy. There has been no pub-
lic announcement of any shift
!n policy in reccent weeks. _

Reports that there has been
a mazajor change in.bombing
policy in Laos follow contin-
ued reports of bitter disputes
at higher echelons over tar-
get-selection methods and de-
lays in decisions affecting op-

erations in this country.

- Tactieal and operation quar-
ters- of the .American com-’
mand, Including the U.S. Air:
.Force and the Central Intelli-
,gence Agency, have long con-
tended that they need greater
decision-making authority fov
quick -and decisive response to
targets of opportunity which,
they say, under the previoys
system often managed to slxp

e o

@ﬁp i

S T

TByDE. Ronk” 7T i

Tproval,

mittee is composed of repre-!

2 7 SEP 571

£y

ii

'?é_@ ported @1@__”

..-xu-.

e

lined in’the Moose-Lowenstein'

- lreport released by the Sy-
Jmingion Senate subcommittee
lon U.S. Security Agreements

and Commitments Abroad on
Aug. 3. That report, widely re.!
garded as authoritative, out-
lined earlier changes in US.
operations in Laos, includmd
borabing,

According to the 1eport al- .
though there were prevali-
dated targets in Laos, or
“free-fire zones,” most targets
required prior approval from
the U.S. embassy here after
.being p1opo<ed by a commit-
itee meeting at Udom Airbase,

_Thailand.

“Under the old mcthod the
hst of  targets was p1cv1ewed
by a junior foreign service of-
ficer and a U.S. Air Torce ser-
geant in Vietiane under ad-
visement of a member of the
embassy’s air attache office,
usually the same office who
{attended the committee mect
;ings at Udorn.

. The “bombing officer,” as
~he came fo be known,. could
delete targefs pr oposed for;
sbombing or, in special cases,
ipass -the decisxon upward in
the embassy for hl"hel ap-'»

The...Udorn targeting com-

sentatives from the anibassa-

‘ldor’s office in Vientiane, mil-

jtary attaches from Vientiane,
the Central Intelhgen&/
Agency: and US. Air For

headquarters in Saldon and|

-[Udorn:

Sources say that the Udoru
targeting committee remains
iumhonal but that it is no-
longer 1eq.11red to submit all

| argets to Vientiane {or prev-

alidation since it now has au-
thonty to bomb in most cases.

No ~area-size limitation. of
Laos requiring _ specific  ap:,

PRSI L

omibi f?‘ ’:""'”'m Laafz,

proval for bombing is known,
but reliable esumates place it
at - perhaps less than 20 per
cent of the country’s area.

“After-action” reporis are
now reviewed daily and map-
plotted by the bombing offi-
cer, according to the govern-
ment sources. He sets aside
those he finds “suspicious,” re-:
viewing the questionable tar-
gets weekly and requesting ae-
nal photographs of those still
believed questionable. .

Photographs are routmely
provided, the sources say, al-
though there is mo means of
cheeking thier authentnc;;y

The Sources also say that
every U.S:. overflight of Lao-
tian_ temtm) is repovted to
the “embassy in Vientiane, in-
‘cluding those over the Ho Chi
Minh frail. Enibassy spokes-
men have censisienily denied
in the past that sueh informa-
tion is available to them, di-

rectmg newsmen’s qucstlons
to Saigon.

- Introduction of fo1wa1d air. -
guiges as ‘animportant ele.’
ment in bomb-targeting —
gufdes lead auplanes to tar:
gets from the ground — is -
seen herc as an adjunct fo any
justification for the reported
new systein.

Having a man on the ground
directly observing a target and
evaluating its military signifi-
cance theorelically makes the
rules of engagement more'
foolproof. : -

As reported by. l\Ioose Low-,
! |enstein, however the majority
of forward air gu1des_ are of
Thai origin with the remain-
der professional Lao soldiers.
Both groups; according to
Westerners who have talked
with them, seem unclear in
their attitudes toward the gdis-
tinctions between military and

civilian targets. - .. .1
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n Bar‘gkok at 12 ocloc<
1+ batieve Moel Coward, they foam at
he mouth and run. This is not how -
Vietnar remember the place,
thOLgh what they do remsmbar
ray szsm just as far-wgched. To Gls
Bangkok is a favorite Rest & Recreztion
center because it rules as the home of
the art of the Southeast Asian full-
body massage.

The massage pardors’ of Bangkok,
capital of Thailand, are as hushed as
ternples, wiih . expensively decorated
waiting-roors, piped music, and ele-
vators to serve wheat may be a four- or
five-story building. The massage gitls,
scores of them in even a medium-size
establiskment, sit gossiping in small
amphitheaters, Each girl wears a badge
with a8 number. The custoiner, invisibls
behind a giant one-v/ay miror, ex-
amines the fizid at his lzisure, makss his
choice, and tells an attendant thz
,number :

"A friend of mine who served
Ghanz,” says_a Central Intelligen

in
ce

ALgency man wnose own’ oCTV ¢e has’

been sll in Southeast Asia, “once told
mea yeu're never the same man zftzr the
first servant cells you ‘Bwana’, Forme, it

was the first time a little maesage girlin
Bangkek got down on her knees and
_vlaffed to_unlace my shoes. Feriecily

naturally. 1t sort of restructured my
wholz notion of the relationghip be-
tween e sexes.”
- The Southzast Asian ma
cept in Vieinam, where h at
redimentary ‘:iete) is a serious a{-

be accepted s an = p‘)rem'ce in the bast
parlors of Singapme’, 2 girl must pay a
deposit, returnabls afier a yeer, that can

rungshir'h as $800. This is to insurs the
owner ageinst the gal s runiting off and

mg a ich elss wnc‘e cS soon as her
tr“n ing is over. The apprentice starts hy
kneading matiresess to strengthian her
fingers. Laier she is set to 'oug‘wnmg
her hends by smacking walls with a
modifisd karate chep performad with
the fingers held loosely tcgether, in tha
position of prayer—she will eventuzlly
use this tor'r-rﬂlque to loosen up the
large muscles of tha lsgs and back.
Once her hands are rcady, she starts 1o
feain the vardous halds, twists and

weeks. of trzining will she be jucged
ready to work on a live specimen—
usually one of the other girls.

The complate Bangkok massage treat-
ment lasts zbout en hour, and starls
with a thorough scaping of the cus-
tomer. The masssus2 then directs him
to a raised tzble, like a doctoi’s sxamin-
ing table, and r.‘o"/uv l* m all cvar with
taleum, No w that b2 i diy and squeahy- |
clean, she coes to Wi
joints in ways thet would planly resclt,
with the exaition of ssveral more foct-

, G el

aboutit.
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permanent ...avmmg Sh
wzlks up and do"m baraioct cn h

too complicaisd to
sihe peps the veriebrag of his
kin qur‘& succassion, like knuckles,

New she posit ons the client-on his
hands and k..se:,, s head ic!!.ng down,

angsa
and siidde

anly w._n\.m.s his chin to ona

v.d as far as it will go, as if to twist his

head
which mi2ans tha

off. This makss a sicked‘ng socund

t the vertebrae of-the

neck, t0o, heve been popped in chorus.
Only the least imaginative cUStomers
s only the

ever get use it
most ,)nle
if the barbe r shavi
pme might not be, a
maniac.

By

this oriz, just a:
atic of m GN never wcnder.,
g arcund his wind-
fter all, a homicidal

now the customer

nicely

grnu"d rle fezls the gratitude of a baby
towards the mother who has just
washed .and dried and pattad

viered him—

po

and

and perhaps flung him

arourid a little bit, jd'\t enough to maks

him pleasantly tired. Tha
leenz over and whispcrs,

hera 27 Wiy she bothers to &

vapy clear-—pgrhﬂpa the

iundamantalist preacher refus
course of evdnis,
¢s the towel covaring ihe custo-

nerinal
r\nklv
met's  midiifi,
launds:ed napkin,
Sryler

positions
and

a

ra s
cu.

mEasselss
“Want

than -

e
i3s5i0e

sk is not
CCch..lOnal

tlle

fro

Iy

in the

‘girl

tqu-
unczaps  the

an. Thia is ?iwz‘/b the lubricant

o.cl*o:c* for the final, intimate stage.

“As a ru!e that's
standar ant,”

the whclz of the
says the CIA man,

v/hose o'fp:z":rce has becc e vast

sx..ue th., first massage
shcas, “A lot of plac

cos
8
1,
CcReg
s

girt unlaced his
even lzavs the
d to c-|~couragﬂ

N the cuctomers. But there

cun c!e do rs unloe

anything micre hop;s ning. Somz pmcw,
the gitls get fired if ‘hey re caught
slee Erg “ith

arz exceplions.

| ran ecross Nazi

roudam

with ma in tha usual way, she

out bsside

the third
time | went to a masszge parlor. Pure
luck. 1 just picked her cut through the
twa-way mirror. Once she had finishied

strotched

me and started bresthing

heevily, almost panting. | laughed and

said
then she fished
uniform thoey all wear,

Well, | maan, I'm a gentlen

‘wes faking—until l.ncticad

she didn't have to bother, but just
breast out of that
like a nurse’s,

rman and |
wrenches of her new trade. Only afier knsw what to do. Sha wes brasthing
Aharder and harder, bui | stiil figured she

ths

szt damned

if she vwaan't playing with hsarsolf. Now

that 1 took as a sign of -s

-

incerity.

Maturally, 1 wasn’t in any s{a 2 right

then to apaly tha normal re

arhy

cuy, but |

did manags {o figure out a \{':nY to halp.
After it wes 2l over for har, she
thanks very politaly, and got t

her unifonmn, Coing downs

57!!3

hack

RaCK

she

said
;

o
was

p?osviexdﬁ ok Releaserﬁﬂﬁ‘lrlﬂtﬁm bOIA-RDRB0:0460

yatwean us. No sign of any emotional

.connaction. Didn't

hold_ray ha

"
u':-,

or

'thmg is, thay ¢

‘her out.

; Miss Fem Lib of 170"
tn'awml

- going

was the nicest part of ﬂ,c wnola th'ng.
“Girls like MNarcudam get farous in
tf eir way. Their badge numbers and
nes get passe afOUhd. The {unny
em to do it mere or !baS

for the love of ths thing. They'll take
tip if you offer them cne, sure, but the"
don't sesm to expect it and thay c‘ont
get upsst if there isn't any. A lot of
times, it seems to dzpand on how the
gal likes a customer's looks. My own
theory is that after you've spa nt all da ay
kneading rolls of suet, anybody who's

" reazonebly thin and propei A buiit locks

awful good toamaas:g"glrl

An An erican technician stationed in
Lzos telis of the t“T\u his sister visited
him in Vieniiane, “She's got into this
fern lib stuff,” he explains. “Diiving
around town, ave ry t me [ spotted some
littie Lao gal swin wng a cu\,kt of
cement on a consiruction job I'd poing
‘There she is, Mary, l'» say.
"They've won ths batite here. That's
It drove-nar up

“The funny thing is, 1 would hsve
tcken that fem lib stuff serioucly it |
hzdn't come to this part of the world. |
was just a tybpical Amencan boy |
didn't need.tha song to toll ma thosse
boots were mada for walking and that's

just what they'il do. | alrsady knew that
one of tnese days these boots are

to welk all ever you, Then they
ssnt me to Thailand four years ego, and
then nere. You might say it changad my
lite. Yes, vou might. © .

“Frankly, | was nover what you might

call a bxg swords nan back home. The
fact i3, girls scared the piss out of me.
Out hsre at f-r\t, | more or less went wild,
But | was scared that it would &ll be

over if I went back home. You know,
though, I've heard the seme thing from

SEV: wl guys, guyf who alwavs had
plenty of girls back in the States. They

said | wouldn’t h¢.v° anymmo to worry

about, that oncs you've been in a place
Ime tivs you \,t a lot less upticht about
it or sor“M'mng, and the giils back
iome will recognize it. Not that I'm in
:.ny huny to gst i‘-acx, bUl i hore they'rg
ight.”
Th\, Amarican
remembering.
“Did you know there’s a hou in
northern Thailand where the speciaity
is Chickan in a Basket 7 The ¢itl geis in
this huge basket with a holz in the
bottom of it, end arother girl hoists ths
basket up in the alr :
pull y arrangemant. You position your-
gl on tha b"d unusinzath, and t'wn tha
ifl lowers the bas
81RA06866200004 k-1
and arou; d with your hands. Real s Iow.
Many msmisges botwaen Arer

o

pauses ‘minute,
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2
G

v

lm a rop2 and

\vt jd-.‘t




STATINTL - ;"»’IS'F ‘g ,7_ 'rv-\-‘rr\s; AN TR
Approved For Relgé“ée 269’1« i L/,gzr, E:}7<1‘:-?7§9ﬁ7f?>|=>8o-o1
. G I ) .

3 p— .o .
myolved .

in Loos war policy

. . ‘army treops of Thailand, asked to accept
By George W. Ashwerth special assignment in Laos, which they c:fn
Steff coirespondent of refuse. They arve in all-Thai battalions with
*The Christian Science Monitor - Thai officers. :
V/ashington There is even a Thai general (a lieutenant
. ] - general, according lo other sources here in
The Nixon adininistration is taking heavy Washington) directing their activities. The ‘
gambles in its handling of the war in Laos, 1ndi troops are supervised and trained in it
On the domestic scene, the administra- Thailand and paid for fully in Laos by the \/ , ]
tion i5 risking deepening troubles with Con. Central Intelligence Agency. ' ‘ ii
gress and supplying ammunition to critics - One source in Washington said, ““They are.
as it directs the war in Laos with debatable regular Thai troops, and we are breaking
regard for congressional dictates. - the law. Congress may now Iry to limit
And, jn Laos itself, the administration has funds. Evenif they did, however, 1 doubt N
decided to take unprecedentcd steps in pros- that would stop us.”
ecuting the war that may have devastating T TR
impact on the future of S{ml‘neast Asia. Spending esthuated
At specific izscue is the use of so-called Sen. Stuart Syminglon (D) of Missouri .
“irregulars’ from Theailand to fight with the has offercd an amendment to the military-
Royal Lao Army and other irregular forces. procurement bill that wou!d limit direct and
The State Department, which just weeks indirect military and economic assistance
ago refused to talk about the matter at all, to Laos to $200 million a year. This would
either with the press or the Congress, now not include funds spent to bomb the Ho Chi

has sent representatives to Capitol 71ill fo. Minh Trail and other nearby areas. The :
tell more and is steadfastly maintaining administration clearly does not approve of
that the Thai forces are volunteers. the proposal, because, it is fairly clear,
) . much more is now being spent. Senator
Options reduced : Syminglon estimates military and economic

" Whether the forces are indeed volunteers aid ‘and support spending for Laos and Cam-
or not is important because, through amend. Dbodia together al more than $1 billion' an- o
ments, Congress has been steadily whittling  NU2lly. A Scnate Fereign Relations Cominit- .
‘away at presidential latitude in the war }ce staﬁ‘re'gort estithates the partial costs . . i
] zone, Sen. J, W. Fulbright (D) of Arkansas M Laos during the last fiscal year at $284.2

got approval last year for an amendment million, inecluding military and economic S 1
" forbidding the use of U.S. funds to pay for aid, plus CIA expenditures. o i
trcops of other nations fighting in Laos. ~ This infighting between elements of Con- o
‘Loopholes might allow such activities if the gress and the administration doesn’t appear . }
-payment of such troops were tied into the likely to let up soon, what with the admin- HE
Vietnamization process. istration desire to play the war by its own, i“

However, the State Depariment.has as- not congressional, rules, plus the advént
sured Congress that the fighting along the .of the political season, plus the continua-
Ho Chi Minh Trail, which might help Viet- tion of antagonisms already at play. Adding

namization, is not related. to the fighting to the difficulties for the adminisiration is : !

- ‘in the north of Laos, which involves the evidence that old-line stalwarts on the hill iﬁf‘
Thais, ' . are becoming more and more unwilling to :

Thus, the administration is arguing that back the administration completely, lest Sl

the Thais are volunteer irregulars, not fall- they develop their own creditility problems.

ing under congressional sirictures. The  The administration has come to the con- W
problem 'is that nobody really believes this clusion that the only way to safeguard Laos
argument. It is well known in the White is to gel the Thais involved in the rescue
House, State Department, Defense Depart- attempt. - While this approach may help i
ment, and the Central Intellizence’ Agency save the day militarily, it may have long- i

that the Thai Government has agreed to range political implications with the Thais
provide the troops, and the U.S. is picking now more deeply invélved in the quest for
up the tab, ' - any cventual settlement.

e e R e R g S

Assignment optional . : o ‘ ' . N ¢

'I"o help clear the aii', D. E. Ronk, who +/
writes for the Washington Post, went to ask :
some Thai,sold

tth of ADREOYBEESE BBIE5E2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000800200001-4
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"By RAY MOSELEY
'B.ulletin Washington Bureau

_Washington — A former
- State Department official said’
today the Government is con-
cealing the full extent of u.s.
‘military and intelligence oper-
ations on Taiwan (Formosa)
* from Congress and the Ameri-
can public.

Such opcrations, directed
against mainland China, must
cease if President Nixon's
forthcoming  “journey for
peace” to Peking is to suc-
ceed; said Allen S. Whiting,
chief China specialist in the
State Department from 1362
to 1966. - .
. “Whiting, now a professor at
-¢he University of Michigan,
testificd at a hearing on China
policy conducted by’ the con-

_gressional  Joint
Conimittee. |
Quotes From Documents

" . Quoting official documents
and news reports, Whiting
outlined a variety of alleged
U.S. infelligence activities in
support of Chinese Nationalist
forces . on- Taiwan -that have

- .- & - -~ Py

Economic

come 1o light over the last 20
years, and said: )

*In sum, there is a credible
case that overt and. covert
U.S.-Chinese Nationalist activ-
ities have aroused Chinese
Communist security concerns,
resulting in heightened mili-
tary deployments toward .and
across China’s borders. This
activity, in turn, ‘has been
used to justify increased
American and allied military
investment throughout Asia to
guard against the -so-called
Chinese Communist aggres-
sive threat.” '
‘Whiting said a complete as-
sessment of U.S. involvement
with theNationalists has becn
seriously hampered by secre-
cy and censorship.
“«Certainly  Peking  has
known more of what has been
going on than has Wasning-
ton, or at least the legislative
pranch of -our government,”
he said.

May Block Scttlement

Whiting said U.S. covert ac-
tivities on Taiwan may block

- a peaceful settlement of the

Tajwan problem by the Na-
tionalists and Communists

and lead to.continued military

Release 200TATBNAL CIA-RDPSO-

Allen S. Whiting

“escalation on boih sides.

“Only a convincing -and”
credibie reversal of our mili-
tary-intelligence. use of Tai-
wan can lay the basis for con-
fidence nccessary to make
President Nixon’s ‘journey for
peace’ a successful reality,”
he said. - - :

The Nixon Administration
was reported recently to have -
ordered a halt to clandestine
activities, including U.S. spy
plane flights- over China, to .
avoid upsetting plans for Mr.
Nixon’s trip. - :

In his testimony, Whiting
cited these examples of covert
activities allegedly supported
by the U.S. against China: _ . 3

“Aizling:

" gon Papers as owned by the ~
- Central Intelligence Agency,

_ China’s Yunan Province.

~and some

Activities *

. — :The Nationalist' airline

"'Civit Air Transport’ (CAT);’

jdentified in the recent Penta-.

operated from bases in Thai-=:

. land in the 1950s to ferry sup-

/

plies to guerillas in_ northern
Burma, Laos; Tibet -and

3

" — China Air Lines (CAL),
another .apparent _CIA oper- :
ation, provided planes and -

" pilots to Vietnam and Laos -
. and admitied hivolvement in-
. “clandestine intelligence oper-

ations.” o

— A CIA Jine called Aig/
Asia s hecadquartered in Tai-
wan, with the job of servicing -

jet fighter planes. X

— U.S. Rangers have?
in Taiwan, and some Nation--
alist forces have served se--
cretly in South Vietnam. = |
— Nationalist China has re- -
ceived “a steady stream of
“cut-rate weapons out of thes
mammoth Vietnam stockpile”
deliveries  have
been  “‘unauthorized, uncon-
“trolled and often unknown to.

" the Congre§s.f"~j__w o

-
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* VIENTIANE, Laos, ‘Aug. '8 least one Thai general in Laos,

J~Thai soldxe;s .serving with
*ihe CIAsupported jrregular’
«forces in Laos say they arei:
‘regular army troops of Thai-:
'land asked to accept speeial
.asswnment in all Thai battal-
jons.

Their asser uon contladxcla a.
Scnate  Foreign Reldt'onsl
,Commlttee staff report made
;public last week. The report,
‘prepared by Committee staff

referred to Thai troops in
Laos as “irregulars.”

. Heavily censored in most of
its references to Thais scrving
in Laos, the report said the
Thai fighting men . “are re-
cxulted for service in Laos

‘trom outside the reﬂular 'J,hzu
army.”

Speaking to a 1epo"ter se\--
eral Thai soldiers said they
were asked to accept an as-
sxgnment in Laos after thé ad-
vaniages,of such service were
explained. They have the op-
tion 'of refusing, they said.

Accmdmb ‘to the Lowem
‘Istein-Moose _report, “the CiA
supervises and- pa 's -for {he
A{raining of these irregulars in
‘Thaiiand ‘and pxoud;s their
salary, allowances °(including
death benefits), 'and-.-cpera-
tional costs in Laos.” - -
Their units are formed in
Thailand with' Thai commis-
sioned and non-cormissioned
officers and are given special!
training for Laos. P
" They arrive in Laos aboard
CIA-supported Air America
planes from Udorn airbase in
Northern Thailand. AN orders,
from the battalion level down,
are -issued by Thails, the sol-
diers said. Only at the very
top, with Gen. Vang Pao, the
Meo commander of Laos Mili-
tary -Region Two, and the

there interference with the
Thai chain of ccmmand they
said.

Vang Pao does not ‘com-
‘mand the Thais, they said, but
consults with Thai ofﬂcels
;md the CIA “case officers”

Pp&‘@\'ﬁedanF‘Réfé
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. Laos. Iteliable sources in Thai-

members James- G. Lowen-
stein and Richard M. Moose:

. jons in Laos, or about 4860

CIA’s "Armee Clandestine, isj.

Q"" up—'! 1

“The. 'lhai ‘soldiers agree with
press reports that there is at

using the codc name Nai Caw.
This js the equivalent of John
Doe. The Thai troops say he is
1 lietenant gencral.

Code mames ae Irequent.ly
used by and for Thai troops in

land say that until recently alli
wounded Thais treated in {lie.
U.S. hospital at Udorn Airbase
were listed as John Doe One,
Two, Three, ete. to hide their
natioual orxcfms“

At present the troops say,
there are 10 or 12 Thai bhattal-

SR

men. Two Thai battalions are
at Pakse, in southern Laocs,
and “about ten” in northern}
Laos, with headquarters at
Long Cheng, the soldiers said.

Reliable sources in Bangkok
say, moreover, that another

shortly will, accompamed by
an American major. The US.§
officer is to advise them onl
the operation of unfamitiar’
equipment, believed to be aim-
ing devices.

Ofﬁcxal U.§. sources deny
knowledge of such a unit, that
an American officer has been
given such an assugumcnt and
that a new Amecrican officer
r has armcd or is expected,

 even on temporary duty.

The Banﬂkok sources say
the officer wdl be traveling on
a civilian passport and in civil-
ian clothing..

A Thai soldier now sta-
tioned in Pakse outlined the
sequence of events in his as-
signment to Laos. Returning
to Thailand {from duty in
South Vietnam, he said, he
was. sent for advance training,
in Thailand following a 30-day
leave. He was told the training
was . for assignment to Cam—
bodia, be said. ]

Following the {raining, he
was told his assignment was
changed to Laos, but that he
could refuse to go-and remain
in Thailand.

After the pros and cons were
explained he decided to accept

'and became a volunieer.

sg 20000 I A-RDP80-01601 R000800200001-4

sént to Udorn, then to Long

IThai artillery battery lias ei-j|
ther just entered Laos oOr{ihe Thai soldiers are very

A RDP80-

Tmag Ii?

Lao@s

cunoid ».:. izl

Cheng. At Long Cheng, the
unit was engaged in defense
of that heddqual ters. The
'l‘hms fou ght in one “heavy”
battle in a sector call “Sky- -
}111e" by U.S. personnel. 2

Shorlly Ubefore the fall of
the Bolovens Plateau in south-
ren Laos to North Viélnatnese
forces last May the Thai bat-
talion was flown {e Ubon Air
Base in Thailand then to

lifted to the vicinity of ba’
Houei Sai,
Plateau.

As -a result of the Hanoi oI
fensive, they withdrew to
Pakse. The soldiers said they.
are not deeply involved in the
current counter offensive lo
recaplure the
i though some of them are used.
as forward air guides, relaying

I bombing tarzets from ground .

tto air.
Recent visitors to Pakse say

much in evidence in_hotels
‘and bars. They do not wear,
Thai army markings on their
uniforms. and the soldiers say;
they carry no identiifcation,
on orders from their offmem

Pakse, where they were air-.

on the Bolovens

Bolovens, -
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. " By GEORGE SHERMAN

. Star Staff VWriler

- A previously classified Senate
report released today indicates
‘the United States secretly spent
about $130 million in the last
fiscal ycar on “‘iregular” {roops
under CIA contril in the Laos
war, o .

The money, according to the
staff report of a Senate Foreign
Relation subcommittee, support-
ed 30,600 Lao irregulars operat-
ing in four of the five military

regions of Laos, plus Thai fireg-

ulars operating mainly in the
strategic Plain of Jars in North

Laos.

.- The ®xact number of the Tahi

forces is deleted from the report

by administration censors. But
* Sen. J. William Fulbright, cheir-
man of the Foreign Relations

Committee, alter rcading the un-

censored report, on June 8 put

the number of Thais at 4,5¢0.

"Long Negoliztions

. “Thev ersion made public today
follows five weeks of intensive
-negoitations between the authors
of the report, James G. Lowen-
stein and Richare M. Moose, and
three representatives of the ex-
ecutive branch—-one each from
‘the State Department, Defense
:Department, and Central Intelli-
gence Agency.

t is.ihe first time that CIA

activities in Laos have been con-
firmed and given some. detail
publicly.
..~The repori states {hat the Lao
Jrregulars—called BG units after.
Aheir French nae, bataillons
iguerriers—'"are part of the ir-
~regular forces which are
trained, equipped, supported,
-advised, and, to a great extent,
organized by the CIA."

. These forces, the report con-

{inues, have become the “cutg-
dng edge” of the Lao military
forces, far miore active and effi-
cent than the 60,000-man Royal
Lao Amry. .

"o ‘Encouraging Sign"'

i - Sen. Stuart Symington, chair.
"man of the security subcommit-
tee which scnt Lowenslein and
Moose to Laos for 12 days, April
‘22 to May 4, said it was “an
CNCoOUragingas H FOC-
tive brancMﬁEﬁS‘léaglg@l(r

that ‘much of what the -United

{William P. Rogers said June 15

g AUG 1971

P s

el G2 ’k)
Al 22U

Q,a/

Stales  government has been
doing in Luos maynow he made
public.” R

But he hit the conlinved un-
willingness of the administration
“to acknowledge certain
truths”-—mairly the composition
and command aviangements for
the Thai troops in Lass.

et the whole uncensored report’
to an executive session of the
Senate. A “sanitized’ verzion of
the debate bebind closed doors is
{to appesr in the Coungresiibinal
-Record tomorrow.

Most axact Figures

For the public record, the
23-page report tocay manages {o
give the most exact figures to
date on the cost of the secret
operation, but ovorall tofals still
are obtained only by putting to-
_gether bits and picces of what
the adminisiration has. allowed
through censorship.

For instance, a key passage
lists a total-of $234.2 miliion as
the fotal U.S. expenditure in
Lzos in the fiscal year ending
June 30 —exclusive of bombing
costs. That $284.2 million, the
report says, is made up of “an

tary assistance, $52 millien in
the AID program (economic)
and $(deleted) spent by CIA ex-
clusive of the Thal irregular
costs.”

- By school-boy mathematies —

uncontested by administration.
representatives — that makes’
the CIA budget for irregulars §70°
million, o

Rogers; Estimate |
In addition, Secretary of State

that the total U.S. expenditures
in Laos in fiscal 1971 — exclu-
sive of bombing — was $350 mil-
lion, not $264.2 miilion, ‘

That malkes an additioral $65.8°
million spent. -

Commitiee sources say part of
that $65.8 millon went for addi-
ional and upexpecied expendi-
[tures after- the staff was in;

Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000800200001-4
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On June 7, Symington present- g

estimated $162.2 nillion in nlili--.'imp',:o'\ring previous road. con-

]
Laos. Bul the vast Lulk was- 10
pay for the Thal irregulars — a
figure deleted from the report.
$130 Million Tolal
i

Therefore, a ¢onclusion, pro-
duced from the report, sources
close to the Senate commitiee;
and ‘public statements by Rog-j
ers, is that the U.S. spenl about
$130 million on the activities of
the irregulars in Laos — Lao
and Thai irregulars.

Also for the first time, the;
report produces official figures!
to document the steeply rising
costs of the Lacs war siiice 1963.
For the fiscal year 1972 which
began July 1, the overt military:
assistarce' program alone is to
cost $252.1 million.

Chinzse Double

The report also finds tihat
Chinese participation in Laos,
along the road from the Chinese
horder inte north central Laos,
has more than doubled in twe
vears. Up from 6,600 men; the
1Chinese force is now eslimated
by U.S. intelligence at between
14,000 and 20,000 men. -

Since November 1970, the re-
:port says, the Chinese, besides

‘struction, have installed eight
‘small-arms firing ranges usu-
ally associated with ground gar-
risons, plus antiaircraft guns,
‘raising the total to 395.

The report says that, despite
.the huge expendilures of Amer-
ican money and Lao and Thai
manpower, “most observers in

*1Laos say that from the military

poipt of view the situation there
is growing steadily worse -and
the initiative seems clearly to
be'in the hands of the enemy.” |

-
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WASHINGTON — Sen, Adlai
CE, Stevenson IH (D-TIL) said

. Friday that the State Depart-.

*ment has advised China
against admitting any senators
or congressmen prior to Presi-

dent Nixon’s visit, Me felt -

. “sure” Peling woukl comply.

Stevenson indicated support.

for the Siate Depariment pal-

jey and saiq he had passed the .

viord to Pexiug thet he did not

think it -would be ‘appro-.

_priate” for him to visit China
gl after Mr. Nixon’s frip.
i.The senator applied for a
wisa a few hours before the
President made his surprise
July 15 announcement that he
plans to go to China beforz
-next May. ;
To talk {6 £7A-

Stevenson called e pross con-
ferencé to make a jormal an-
nounceinent of his plans to
take a 25-day trip to Asla and
the Soviet Union stariing
Wednesday. '

His Asian stops will be Hong
Kong, Thailand, South Viet-
nam and Japan.

Stevenson said he intends to
concentrate on political and
economic, rather than mili-
tary, provlems. Bowever, he
said ke will discuss the war in
Laos with officials of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency at the
CIA headguarters at Udomn in
;porthern Thailand.

In Saigon, he.said he hopes
to see President Nguyen Van
Thieu, Vice President Nguyen
Cao Xy and Gen, Duong Van
(Big) Mirg, who, with Ky, Is
threatening to challenge Thieu

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000800200001-4
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in next October’s presidential

“election.

4 special interes?
Stevenson said he has
special jnterest” in the politi-
cal scene in South Vietnam
since he fears, afier an in-
vestment of 50,000 Amecrican
lives and $200 billion, the U.S.
involvemment will end in what is
“perceived to be a crocked

election (with) a U.S.-dictate
cutcoine,” ;
Stevenson said he intends to
enter the Soviet Union from
the east, stopping in Siberia at.
Khabairvsk and Irkutsk before
going on to Moscow and Lenin-
grad. He expressed the hnpe of
Sarranging a meeting  with
Prirne Minister Alexei N, Kos~
ygin and other high Soviet offi-
cials, :
He is scheduled to return
directly from Russia to Chi--
cago on Aug. 23, He will be ac-
companied by Thomas Wag-
_ner, his administrative assis-
tant, and John Lewis, director
of the Center for East Asian
Studies at Stanford Univer-
sity. :

80-01601R000800200001-4
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U.S. Financing - “

{ ltheir own corrections in “the

. _' IS rEma Y

- Of 'Thais
. N . . .. :

3 Sen. Clitford P. Case (R
N.J) charged yesterday that
there is “glaring inconsisten-
¢y” in the Nixon administra-

tion’s explanations of U.S.

financing of Thai t{roops in

Laos.

Case said he believes that
the administration is violating
legislation which “forbids the
use of Department: of Defense
money for funding foreign
merdenaries in Laos.”

The State 2 n d Defense de-
partments disagreed.
said the 1970 legislation cited

by Case would bar {he trans-

fer by Thailand of U.S.-sup-!}

plied military assistance to an-
other country. But in the case
of Laos, the departments
claimed, the legislation per-
mitted the use of Defense De-
partment funds for “Thai vol-
unteers who are operating in
frregular guerrilla units in
Laos under the command of

_the Royal Lao Armed Forces.”:

Case recalled yesterday that
Le stated on May 20 that he
had learned “from Govern-
ment sources that there are
four to six thousand Thal
troops ‘in Laos and the U.S.
Government — through the

By Murrey Marder . RN
© . Washington Post Staff Writer B

They!|
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in Laos

was between the use of the
regular overseas Military As-
sistance Program (MAY) and |
funds drawn from the De-
.fense Department budget,
called “"Military Assistance,
Service Funded” (MASF).
Case.produced a letter yes-
terday from David M. Abshire,
Assistant Secretary of State

dated July 15. It saldce
«Support for these' [Thal]
irregulars is supplied under
the Lao military aid program
which, as you know, is funded
through the Department of

iDefense budget at ‘Military
' Assistance, Service Funded’
|(MASF).” : B

~ Case contended that this
statement conflicts with
Laird’s responses to his ques-
tions on June 14, ¥e asked
Laird then if the “Military
Assistance Program” would be
used “for regular or irregular
Thai troops in .Laos,” or if
that financing “comes from
somewhere else” Laird re-
plied; “That is ecorrect. The
Military Assistance Program
will not fund that program.”
Laird later ‘repeated the dis-
claimer.

CIA—is paying for them.”

«} stand by that statement,”-

Case said yesterday, and “T am
glad we now have’'a better
jdea- of where the money is
coming. from.” .
Case claimed that new in-
formation supplied to him “di-
rectly contradicts testimmony
given by Secretary of Defense
[Melvin R.] Laird on June 14
before the Senate Foreign Re-
lation$ Committee.”
. State and Defense coul-
tered yesterday that there is
“no ‘inconsistency.”
. This was the latest in a se-
ries of disputes during the,
Indochina war in which con-
gressmen expressed the be-!
lief that one avenue of funds
had been blocked off, only to
find that funds had been
drawn from another category.

g;Albls case,e& dist

Senate sources Yyesterday
said that in another exchange,
Case asked: “Would the fund-
ing for Thai troops in Laos
fall under the international
security program.” Laird re-
sponded: “There is no pro:
‘gram in our department which
finances such a program.” But
in the transcript as amended
by the Defense Department,

these sources said, Laird's,

answer was changed fo state:
«phere is no such program in
our Department’s request for
international security -assist-
ance.” - )

When asked for explanation
of that change, a Defense De-
partment spokesman yester-
day said that the subject p,f

Laird's: comments, “a
point in the lengthy hearings,’
the spokesmnan continued
swere in the context of MA
pot MASE”? It is “norma
practice, the spokesman cor
tinued, for the Committee and
the Department each to make

unofficial draft transcript . ..
for accuracy and clarity.” Con-
gress “is, of course, fully aware:

- Jof the MASF program,” sald
lthe spokesman, and Laird’s ye-

marks were “reviewed” to as-

ilsure that they were “under-

stood” in the proper context.
A State Department spokes-
man said that Congress, in

1966, set up the MASYE pro-

gram for use of Defense De-
partment funds for Laos, Thai-
land and Vietnam. . - :
Case said yesterday that
tihe fundamental issue re-

for Congressional Relations,;

Laird’s public testimony was-
“the international security as-

mains of the public's and the
Congress’ right to know what
is happening in the ‘secret
war’ in Laos™ . . T

e

igction {sist aram.”
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By SAUL FRIEDIMAN

© Kerald Yashinsion Buresy

WASHINGTCN
Central Iniclligence Agency
has built clandestine armies
numbering 100,000 in Laos,
.Thailarid, and Cambodia, 2n
expert on  Souiheast Asia
told a congressional pancl
Tuesday

“It's the CiA’s foreign le-
gion,” said Fred Br anfman. a
former member of the Iater-
national Volunteer Services
and a free-lance reporter in
Laos. .

The armies, controiled and
by the CIA;

paid for
Brenfizo said, include na-
tive  -tribesmen, Thais, Na-

tionalist Chihese -and other----,

Asians. Thzir job is to ha-
rass_ the population and
troops in Communist-con-
troled areas of Indochina, ex-
cept North Vietnanm. Presum-
-ably  they would continue
their fightlng with American
supplies and money
American forces are with-
drawn, he said,

BRANFMAN'S ch?rgus
were the closest thing to
hard news at the opcni;.g of
a threc-day seminar on the
Pentagon papers, sponsored

by 17 members of Congress, .

* The gencrally repetitive dis-
cussion showed that the leak

of the Pentagon papers them-
" selvesis-a oxmcuit act to fol-
lovs.

* Rep. John Devr (D., N.Y),
chairman of the threc-day

event, said that Daniel Ells-
berg would join the group
today. Ellsberg, cne of the
authors of the . 47-volume
study, has ~ acknowledged
passing portions of the docu-

- The

after
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Rep. Bow
T e hqatls prnel

ment to the p“ess for wh.ch
he has bzen indicted by a
federal grand jury.

‘Only one author of the
Pentagon  papers, Melvin
Gurtov of Sania Monica, ap?
peared at the conferencs
Tuesday. But he added little
to what is already kncwa,

GURTOV, WHD Ilast
month was forced to resign

"as a ‘researcher at the Rand

Corp. tecause of his auti-war
sentiinent and his asscciation
with Elisberg, .told the panecl
that almost no-one in govern-

. ment had read the Paatagen

papers, incliding. the .man

who commissioned them,
- former Secretary of Defense

Rebert S. McNaiara, until

they were published in the

press.

He noted, in response to' a
question,. that the Pentagon
study chows the intelligonce

. analysts of the CIA, but not

the field ecperatives, “ia a

good light.”
The CIA anal_{srs he sa xd,
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questioned basic assump-
tions, like the theory that if
Vietnam fell to the Commu-
nists the rest of Southcast
Asia-would fall like domi-

" noes. They aiso criticized the

effectivencss of American

. bombing, Gurtov said.

“But whan their reports,
like cthers, challenged basic

- assumptions,” Gurtoy sz! 3

“they were ignored.”

Branfman, t’l}mg about
the CIA’s role-in Southeast
Asia, said it “excircises func-
tional control of military op-
erations in Laos” and other
Southeast Asian counteies
outside of Victnam. In Laos
it is conducting a campaizn’

of “terrcrism” in Communist

heid areas.

NGO VINH Long, a Scuth
Victnamese now studying at
Harvard, said the Peor
papers disclose that Ameri-
can war p"“l“”l‘a had no un-

‘derstanding of the Viztname

ese pople, their aspirations,
protlems, and natfonalism,

“Fer thera the Vietnamase
didn't exist except as Com-
mupists  or.. anti-Commu-
nists,” he said.,

. And he suggESted that ad-
ministrative vertures to
mainland Chma in hopes

would help mzpo»n a scttle-
ment of the war on Morth
Vietnam indicates that the

- United States still does nct

understand that any setiles
meat “must come with tha
Vietnamese  people,” by
which he meant the Convnu-
nists and the Saigon regime

Tran Van -Dinb, former

.. South_Vietnamese ambassa-

entagon .

B

dor to the United Siates,
traced Ainerican involvement
in his ceuntry from May
- 1854, when Marines Janded
there to free an hmprisoned
French missionary. =

T BON'T plead for Ameri-
cans to uindcrstand the Viet-
namese,” -he said. “Ameri-

cans'should understand’

America {irst. In 1945, when
vie thought we won our inde-
pendenu. by defeating the
Japanese, we believed in this

country and that it would
heip us. Ho .Chi Minh had
faith in Araerica. But we
didu’t understand shout your
Indian wars, and the suppres-
sion of the tev o]ts in the
hilippines.

“In the past years we have
been trying to find out what
America is all about, and so
far wea don't know.”

Others zt the coaference
included Anihony Russo, a
formér Rand employs now
facing contempt charges for
ruusmg o testify about the
Teak of the Pemavon papers;
Noam. Chomsky,*a liz 1b111>t
whase boecks on American
policies heiped convert Ells-
berg, and David Trueng,
whose father ran second in
the South Vietnamese presi-
dential elections in 1067 and

_subsequently was impris-
oned. -
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' By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM
Spactel 10 The New York Times’

WASHINGTON, July 7 —
John Sherman Cooper of Ken-
tucky, one of the most in-
fluential Senators on foreign
policy  matters, introduced
legislation today that would
requirc the Central Intelligence
Agency to give dotailed intelli-ft
gence information to Congress
regularly.

Mr. Cooper, & Republican,
said that Congress nceded this
kind of evaluation and ana lysis,
now available only to the ex-
ecutive branch, to participate
in the formation of foreign
policy.

Meanwhile, the House re-
jected a series of resclutionsiv
demanding that the Nixon Ad-
ministration provide Congress
with additional information on
United States operations in
Laos.

. Two other Senators also cf-
fered proposals relating  to
the C.LA. T
Senator George McGovern,
Democrat of South Dakotz, sug-
gested that exp:ndxtures and
appropriations for the intelli-
gence agency appear as a
single-line item in the budgct.
Agency funds are now con-
cealed in other items in the
budget.

** Senator Clifford P. Case, Re-
publican of New Jersgy, said
he would offer measures that
would prohibit such C.LA. activ-
ites as the funding of Thai
troops to fight in Laos.

. Senator Cooper emphasized
in & Senate Speech that kis
proposal was not aimed at any
C.LA. operaiions, sources or
methods, but was- “‘concerncd
only with the end result — the
facts and analyses of facts.”

“Congress would be in a

Apprové_d
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veport

to Congres

much. otter position to make
judgments from a much more
informed and broader perspec-
tive than is now possible,” he
said.

Senator Cooper, an aide said,
had been considering the legis-
lation for three years but dis-
closures in the Pentagon papers
on United States involvement
in Viétnam had now provided
an impetus.

The zide referred specifical-
ly to C.I.A. analyses during the
Johnson Administration that
full-scale bombm" of North
Vietnam would not be effective
in halting infiltration or break-
ing the will of Hanol.

Senator  Cooper’s  proposal
was supported on the floor by
Scnator J. W. Fulbright, Demo-
crat of Arkansas, the chairman
of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, and Senator Stuart
Symington, Democrat of Mis-
souri, the only Senator belong-
ing to both the Foreign Rela-
tions and Armed. Services Com-
mittees. :

Mr, Symington said that it
was “no sccret that we on

various committees have not
been entirely satisfied with the.

intelligence  information” we
have obtained.

“If the proper commitiees
are not acquainted with what
we're doing,” Mr. Symington
went on, “how we can func-
tion propﬂrly""

Becausc Senator Cooper is
so influential, it seemed likel
that his proposal would bdthe
subject of hearings and,. per-
haps, floor debate this year,

A measure of the respeact
said his views came from Mike
Mansfield of Montana, the ma-
jority leader. ‘Anything John
Cooper says would be given;
the most serious consideration'

Regular Reports Asked

by me,” Mr. Mansfield said.

Senator Cooper’s proposal
would require the C.I.A.tomake
regular reports to the Senate
Foreign Relations and Armed
Services Committees and to the
House Foreign Afiairs and ;
Armed Services Committees.
The .agency would also be re-
qulted to make spacial reports
in response to inquires by these
committees.

Mr. Cooper said that the
agency would have to decide
for itself what information to
present to hte committees, but
he specified that the data woul
have to be “full and cwrrent.”

Senate, composed of senior
members of the Armed Services
and  Appropriations  Com-
mittes, that review the C.IA,

2Fha m-inY ficht camo

budget and operations. But

rnedwi h the s,

er

. ‘gathers.

In the House debate teday, -
OVer a

tions of the United States miii-
tary and the C.LA. in Laos
from 1954 to the present,
The resolution, which was
sponsored by Representative
Paul N. McCloskey Jr., .Repub-
lican of California, was sct
aside by a vote of 261 to 118.
Critics of the measure con-
tended that the information was
toco sensitive to be given to
Congress. L
Following this vote, the
House, without ~debate, set

- There are now - ‘“‘oversight”.
committees in ths House and‘

these comm'ttces are not con-!

é?ib%&?m CIA-RDP80- 01601R000800200001-4

documents dealing with opera-;

aside resolutions sceking in-
formation on bombing opoara-
tions in northern Laos and on
the Phoenix progratn, which is
designed to neutralize the ef-
fect of uuderground Vicicong
operations. The House zlso sct
aside a resolution .seeking an-
other set of the Pentagon

papers that the’ Admlmslrahon
made available to Congress lastl

week. IR
The supporters of the resolus’

tion were, for the most part,
Dcmocratspppos,ed to the war..
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of AeJ documents aLCO):LpJnJl/Z_j
le Pentegon’s study of the Vietnam war, dealing with the Ad--
ninistralion of President John F. Keii

edy up to the events that

7ot ght the overthrow of Presideint Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963.

weept where

ezcerpiing 1s specified, the documents ave printed.

erbatim, wu‘l' o,zlj UNIRIS tcrlmbl" inOJ:ap;llCCll er rors cor-

'ectﬂd o
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oassadoi s ’60 Lnalysis

Sa

h.w

CaLlenwm f, 0 rlbnr’ge Durbrow, United Stetes Ambasscdor in Sa«gon,
o Sccmam of State Chn‘suan A. Herter, Sept. lu, 960.

As mdufm. our 495 and 533 Dvcm"'

egime cenfronted by two separate but
claied dangers. Danger from demon-
trations or coup attempt in Saigon
auld “occur earlier; likely to be pre-
ominanily nen-Communistic in origin
ut Communists can be expacted “to
adeavor infilirate and exploit any such
tteinpt. Even more serious danger is
mdual Vict Cong extension of control
ver countryside vrhich, if current Com-
aanist progress continues, would reean
oss free Viet-nam to Comumunists.
‘hesa two dangers are related because
ommunist suscesses In rural areas
mbolden them 4o extend their activities
o Saigen and bﬁcw & non-Communist
emptahon to engage in demoenstrations
r coup is par tly mol.v"'ted by sincere
esire prevent Comumunist take-over in
fiet-nam.

Essentiaily [word illegible] sets of
reasures required to meet these two
angers. For Saigon danger essentially
olitical and psy cho'ovx al measures re-
uired. For covntr_ys'du danger security
1easures as well as pohmca! psycho-
pgical and ‘cconomic measures needed,
lowever both sets measures should be
arried out simultaneously and to some
xtent individuat steps will be aimed at

oth dangers.
Security recoramendations have been,
nade in our 539 and other messages,
ncluding formation internal security
ouncil, centralized intelligence, cte.
Chis message thercfore deals with our
olitical and eccnemic re commenda-
ions. 1 reslize some measures I am
ecomnm.dmg are drastic and would be
nost ["'n‘ “"'g"“‘”] for an ambassador
o make uader normal circumstances.
3ut conmt‘ons here are by no means

VT at
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normal. Diem

serious danger, Therefore, in 1y opinion

prompt and even drastic action is called |

for. T am well aware that Diem has in

past demonstrated astute judgment and

has survived oiher serious crises. Pos-
sibly his judgrent will prove superior
to ours this time, but I believe never-
theless we have
give him our best judgment of what we

bclmc is required to preserve his gov- -

ernmeitt. While Diem obviously resenicd
my franic taliks earlier this year and will
probably resent even more suggestions
outlined below, ha has apparently acted
on some of our earlier suggestions and
mizht act on at lezxst some of the
followm

L I would propose have frank and
friendly talk with Diem and explain our
serious concern about present situation
and ‘his pelitical position. I would tell
himm that, while matters I am- raising
deal pmnmly with internal affairs, I
would like to talk

him the considered judgment of myaclf

and some of his friends in Washington-

ou 'moroplmte measurcs to assist hlm

“in present serious situation. (Believe it .
-best rot indicate talking under instrue-

tions) 1 would p‘.ulculany stress de-

“sirability of actions' to broaden and
increase his [word illegible] support .

prior to 1061 prcwdmtwl clections re-
quired by constitution before end April.

1 would propose following acnons to

President:

2. Psy‘,?.ulo‘i al shock cfrc.ct’is Te- -

quucd to take initiative from Coramu-
nist propagandists as, well as non-Com-
munist ougo.,xtlomaus and convince
population governiment taking cifcetive

measures to deal with }).escnt situation,

of hand, To achieve that cffect follow-
ing suggested:

NTA W T
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government js in quite -

no alternative but to -

to him frankly and
try to be as hmpu\l as I can be giving
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4. Permit Naticnal Asserably wider
legistative initiative and area of genuine
debate and bestow on it authority to
conduct, with appropriate publicity,
public investis ,(.hons of any department

of goveriment with right to question
hmsdt.

|
O(\\\Q‘u./gOQ-CV“ SO(‘, | %

pose: {A) find some mechanism f01 dm-
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29 June 1971

Dear” Sir: ' ] O STATINTL
THE C.L.A. IN ASIA (II): No intelligence operation in Asia is as well-
heeled as that. of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (C.LeAd) N
The annual working budget of the C,I.A. runs over Us$600 million.
That®s just a starter. ' : , S C :
The agency spends far more than that in Asia alone if you count the cost
of some of the "borrowed services from other.l.§, Covernment agencies. For
instance: ‘ : - : -
~--U.S. Air Force planes are used to monitor foreign nuclear‘tests_and
collect air samples. The agency, while having its own cryptographers, draws
on the Army's corps of 100,000 code specialists and eavesdroppers to tap
Asizn communications. ‘ S C :
. ---C.I.A. specialists often operate off U.S. Navy ships in the Pacific,
usually involved in electronic surveillance. -
- _=--=The agency also is privy to information from the Defense Intelligence-
Agency (D.I.A.) which has a_substential operation of its own in Asia.
. ~ The D.I.A. spends from its own budget more than US$1 billion a year
flying reconnaisance planes and keeping satellites aloft. _ )
 Those satellites allow C.L.A. analysts to know more---from photographs.
‘taken 130 mites up---about China's topography than do the Chinese themselves
-—«The U.S. State Department's intelligence section also feeds a considerable
amount of comfidential data it collects through its embassies, consulates’
and travelli?g diplomats to the C.I.A. *fThis includes information gathered
by agents of .the Federal Bureau of Investigation (F.B.I.) the Justice Department
and the U.S. Treasury .(Secret Service) often attached to diplomatic missions

.abroad. ¢ : ‘ AR i :

~The C.IIA. also works closely with the intelligence services and police
forces of the countries considered America's allies in Asia, exchanging
information with them. : '

Where dbes all the C.L.A, money go? .

It funnels out in myriad directions: To pay for the agency's overt
intelligence gathering activities, to.finance "dirty tricks" and other
clandestine capers, to prop up ousted or failing politicians and to pay for
"disinformation" and other psychological warfare ploys.

Despite the C.I.A."'s oft-deserved sinister image, 2 good deal of its
funds are éxpended on open intelligence gathering operations. :

These go for -subscriptions to newspapers, periodicals and other publications
and salaries for those who must scan them for intelligence tidbits. '

It is estimated that more than 50% of the C.I.A.'s world-wide intelligence

. input comes from such overt sources. (An estimated 35% comes from electronic
.spying and léss than 15% from JAMES BOND-type, cloak-and-dagger operations.)

An exception is Asia. e T ' - '

A greater amount of.the C.I.A. funds expended in Asia go into covert .
activities."” = St ' ' : :
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By Rickard E. Ward
Second of 1wo articles

A rare secret scssion of the Scnate was held at the request of -
Sen. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) June 7 to hear a report on U.S.
clandestine- activities in Lzos. Following the ‘session, Scnators
Symington apid J.W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) openly charged that the
use of Thai mercenaries, just admitted that same day by the State
Department which calls them “voluntecrs,” was violating congres-
‘sional restrictions on U.S. operations in Luos.

‘Some ‘details of the nearly 3%-hour closed door mcctmg were
given in the June 8 Washington Post in an article by Spencer Rich
viho reported: ’

—Symington, who revealed that the administration wants S‘% 74
million for military and economic programs in Laos for the 1672
fiscal year (a figure which does not include the $2 billion
estimated costs of bombing), said that he wanted the Senate to
know the details of “the secret war” before appropriating funds
for.it. . o , - . oo

—Of the request $120 million is said to be eai- ied for
funding CIA operations in Northern Laos, including tlic use of
Meco mercenaries from Laos as well as at least 4800 Thai troops.

—A major issue in the secrct debate centered upon whether the

‘use of Thai forces was in contravention of the 1970 Fulbright
amendment to the 1971 Defense Appropriations Act, signed into
Jaw by President Nixon Jan. 11 this year. The amendment barred
use of Dcfense Departmcnt funds to support what the Pcntagon
calls “freec world forces™ in actions ‘‘designed to provide militar
support angd assistance to the government of Cambodia or Laos

—The massive bombing of Northern Lzos, which has nothing

‘to do with the movement of supplies from North Vietnam to the
South or Cambodia, was questioned by several senators, including
Fulbright and Clifford P. Case (R-N.J.). :

:Nixon the lawbreaker

. After the Senate meeting, Rich reported that Symington
stated:  “My personal opinion is...that the Jaw has been
contravened. The amendmen! said you couldn’t spend money to
train and put people of foreign governments into Leos or into
Cambodia.” That was also- Fulbrlg‘l s view. State Department’
sources later said, according to Rich, *“that the Thais being used
aren’t recruited on a government-to-government basis, but were
individuals recruited from the borderside Thai population.”

The Post report obviously left out many details of the Senate
discussion, assuming the legislative body got a full account of
U.S. activities. Symington’s disclosures were based on a report by
two staff members of his subcommiitee of the Foreign Relations
committée, James Lowenstein and Richard Morse, who had
recently made an inquiry into Laos.

Reportedly the Symm"ton subcomittee now has a relatively
--accurate account of U.S. activities in Laos that is more complete
than was provided by the adminisiration at secret hearings in
October 1969, released after “security” deletions by the adminis-
tration in April 1970. What might be called the battle of Laos in
Washington, concerns the attémpt by antiwar scnators to get U.S,
activities in Laos itself into the public record. Initially and
perhaps still, “some scnators have been reacting against the
administrations deception of themselves along with the public.
However, the issue of Laos is now being put forward to oppose
administration policy in Indochina as a whole because it so
clearly reveals the White House aim of .maintaining—if not
-expanding—the war. This point remains clouded during discus-
.sions focusing on Vietnam because troop withdrawals are still’
used by the supp
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" As has been previously noted by the Symington subcomiitee,
the lid of U.S. official secrecy conceals little that is not known by
informed joumahsgs or “the other side.” Certainly the Pathet Lao
knows what is happening in Laos. They are obviously fully aware
of the bombings by t‘:c Air Force as well as the array of CiA
programs. Although no reliable figure had bzen rcicased on U.S.

spending on its Lzotian programs, the Pathet .Lao accurately
estimated it last summer as greater thdn $300 ml.hon (ag.nn apart
from bombing). . ;

Number of Thai troops ¢rowing

Concerning the use of Thai troops, the Pathet Lao stated last
year that they numbered about 1000 during the Johnson'
administration (a figure that has recently been co.ro‘)omtccu m
the press and by Sen. Fulbright)and that the increase in Thai
forces was undertaken by Nixon. However, according to the
Pathet Lao, the number of Thai troops now exceeds the 4300
figure used by Fulbright.

In April of this year, Priice Souphanouvong, head of the Lao
Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao), charged that the number of Thai
troops was being augmented by the U.S. Shorily after this,
George W. Ashworth reported in the April 17 Christian Scm‘cb
Monitor: “Nixon administration officials have hammered ou an’
agreement with the government of Thailand for sharply xncruscd
use of Thai forces in Laos.”

Thai troops were previously used in ﬂ.e ill-fated U.S. backed

- attemipt to hold the Plain of Jars, which ended in an imporiani

Pathet Lao victory in February 1970. Presumably the losses then
were an element leading to the more formalized agreement for
usc of Thai troops. Bangkok may relinquish some bf its
sovercignty to Washington, but not without a price. ;

- Thai “volunteer” troops used in South Vietnam were given a

" bonus by the U.S. considerably augmeniing their regular pay

while Bangkok reccived military hardware and other considersa-
tions from the Johnson administration to agree to use of Thais in
Vietnam. There is no reason to assume that Bangkok’s prxu, has
gone down, more likely it is up. Confirming this, a Senate souru
has noted lhat the cost of the mercenaries was hxnh Symmnton
on June 7 referred to both regular and irregular Thai troop:‘ being
used in Laos, so it is possible that part of the deal with Ban«’kok
involves freedom for the CIA to recruit direcily in Th11kmd 4
Taking all evidence into account, Thzu troops in Laos m'xy now
nunmber 10,000 or higher.

" Senators Symmnton and Edward M. Kennedy (D-{\mss.)
attacked administration”activities in Laos in statements issued a
day before the secret debate. Symington emphasized the adminis-
tration furtiveness while Kenncdy charged that U.S. ml'ltary

. activities in, Northern Laos lacked constitutional authority, !whxph

"seemed to be implicitly saying that the U.S. was conductmg:a war
-against the Laotian people without a declaration of war or
congressional authority. : ) [

Among the facts to emerge from the recent congressional
- debate is the acceleration of U.S. bombing in Laos, or rather, of’
the liberated zone since the autumn of last year, and the
increased use of B-52s, a plane whose bombing reaches :h:‘; peak
of indiscriminate destructiveness. The step-up in B-52 acti\:ily in
Laos has largely coincided with the accelerated “protective
reaction strikes™ being carried out against North Vietnam, and it
is quite possible that one of the real purposes of these attacks is
an effort to prevent the DRV from utilizing its potunt»dc;ml
defenses to assist their Laofian neighbors.

4 : CIA-RDP80- 01601R000800200001-4
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r world is made up of indlvlduals, and His humane spirit pervades all who know (which remained in the same place for five .

)k that in the individual 18 where eny  him. f.et me offer my warmest thanks for” years while men were rotated) was overrun

of a change or solutlon must start. It his dqevoted service and wish him con- when North Vietnamese tanks broke through .
stop there, though, bezause 1t must tinued personal fulfilment in the future the neutralist Lao troops. ] .
ually reach the top. For example, if & led pe : : Following this. atiack, in which at.least . ;
n is happy he won't ming separating hi . 80 Thals were killed, Bangkolk insisted on )
2ge for recycling, giving away somse : . . having Thel troops protect the Thal gun-
ood or money, thinking of the oth . o : - ners. Thal gunners also were sent to Long |
, before he demands more rights or THAIS “VOLUNTEERS” IN LAOS Cheng, further south, but this time several

vs 8 bomb. If he is happy he will have . hundred—some sources say 800—Thai Infan- .
. . /ery : n \] trymen were sent to protect the artillery. .

yearn for other people. If everyone did HON. JEROl’AE R. ‘JALDIE yme P i Y. .

ndividual part In helping to solve such Part of thess units now are at Fire Bace

r problems, and took down just one OF CALIFORNIA . Zebra northeast of Long Cheng.

- "that wall would be gone in no time. IN 'THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Recently Thal troops have served on the

2t is a lot of if's. How can & person be . R Bolovens Plateau In southern Laos and on

¥ so he will want to do his part? As Tuesday, June 15, 1971 operations agalnst Route Seven, the main

already said, happiness means different Mr. WALDIE. Mr. Speakei‘, I woiﬂd Hanol resupply route to its tréops In por_th-

‘ " g
g: :.;o?lzﬁiinzf;sopllféagu"a:df:.ungl)lx:; like to include in the Rrcorp a second erxAlI{ag:sops uhder Amcrican control who b
ceptance and scourity AMONE ONE's PEeTs article by Tammy Arbuckle on his recent peed ‘medical help are sent to Thailand di- :
11y helps. For those of us who are lucky findings in Southeast Asla whichi ap- rectly, Amerlcan officlals say, so Thals have
gh to have these things already, happi- peared June Tth in the Washington no worrles if they are sick or wounded.
should be helping others to find them, Evening Star.. . . The Communist Lao radio claims over 300
Happiness §s contaglous, and even if I bealieve it sheds further light on the Thais have been killed i}x action in Laos, but
can’t give & person what he needs most, military interests and activities of the American officlals say it's less than 230,
Mle or & hello can sometimes mean Just Mo Aymy in T.a0s and the correspond- The Thal role, nccording to U.S. officlals 1s

e e 1 I Pass that il yng role of the United States. e R en Vang Pao. who Kave beon
metimes I have to stop to think, and The article follows: fighting since 1860 ngainst the North Viet-
re myself that we, the people of this THAIS 1IN LAOS IDENTIFIED AS REGULARS namese, suffering in the last three yeats over
et, are not going backwards—or be- (By Teamay Arbuckle) ’ 8,000 killed In action. : :

ing more violent, egotistical, and antag- VIENTIANE, Laos.—Despite official state- The Lao army claims it's under strength

tic. I always manage to convince my- end unable to substantially help Vang Pao

that we aren’t although sometlmmes it ap- :;?izlfgi:eﬁ?i‘,gﬁgiéo&%ﬁriegig%léﬂ ;‘l";?xs‘ because it's spread the length of Laos, fac-

s that way because It’s always the nega- ¢ne Bungkok government, informed sources ing the enemy. This claln, however, Is sus-

and not the positive things that we hear pe.e saybthey are recular Thai army troops. pect. Hundreds of unemployed young men

1t. The nuinber of peoble who truly care “The sources sald the troops sent here keep Iornr around Vientlane In motorbikes.

it other people Is growing, and man IS “tyefr Thal army rank and .sa.lary as well as When Gen. Koupraisith Abhay, ‘the Vientiane

nning to spread his concern over & wider ghe salary paid by the Americans. militery boss, tried to conscript them, he

le of humanity. We usually care about Some That units come here in a group, said found they are the sons of influential Lao-

family and friends and we want them to ‘l‘;he sources, addine that Thailand's éio‘h tlans who protested conscription and forced p
\appy, but as the years go by there are  pagration presently Is garrisoned on Hill 1663 Kouprasith to ceasc his activities,

e and more of us who care about the (st of Ban Na on the southwest rim of . Also, several thousand Lao troops are not
sle in our city, state, county, and world ¢he Platn of Jars in northern Laocs gainfully employed but act as bodyguards,
ndividuals. By caring, I mean wanting The Thais are sent to Laos on temiaorary chaufieurs, office personnel or are building
» person to be happy and secure and, getachment for six months or & year, the o villes for Lao officers.

ting this bad enough to do something gources said. There are cases where units are Despite all this, it may be sald that Laos
at it. If each Inhabitant of this earth formed fl:OI;l Thals of. different units who still is woefully short of manpower as well
d about the rest of mankind as indi~ pave volunteered for certain-dutics in Laos, o good field officers and some military dis-
1als our brick wall would disappear, and  {ne sources said. However, these units Yoo cipline. Therefore, Lac neecs help from its
pe that we can destroy it before it crushes  main part of the That a.rni'y on loan to the ethnic nelghbors, the Thalis,

The Lao however, don’t wani their nelgh~ %
U‘% Central Intelligence Agency, the soUrces  pqp6 in the western provinc‘;’zs of Champrss ,
said. . .

: sac and Sayaboury, which the Thais covet
ng HI to someone you don't know—take The only voluntary aspect of thelr duty IS 4,5, 4y Mek(y;ng Rli.{er towns where the Thal
t?xe mask for awhile—really foel tl; {that That soldiers are anxious for assignment propensity for the spolls of war may match
e you are glving ever one——fyor Zt € to Laos because of the financial benefits. hat of Saigon troops tn Cambodia, There
blems—make 50mMeonEe g;sa ha g._“ff{‘;; Officials of the United States and Thalland g0 {hey are in the mountains of northern
“can't do ihat at least vox mﬁ”g’e h governments insist the Thal troops in L2oS, yaq¢ where the Thals can do the most fight-
7ell. T know what I can 3{_10 to‘make appY. pumbering at least 3,200, are voluntesrs. ing and the least mischief ; ’ i
h ’ h €Very- Thal officials, in particular, claim the troops >z ® S : :
.hal’;ppy now—l—;t a: 1s to end this speech pgayve no official sanction from Bangkok. :
'a w:acaré 8l ge o;.xt °rl thlskwind. Have (Even the number of troops Is in dispute.
appy day tomorroy! and make 16 haphy  As g result of US. Senate Inquiries into the

else too. The world is only what gperation, the figure of 4,800 troops presently

d just like to see everyone here really
py and able to show It. Sometime—try

HORTON PRAISES MRS, DONALD

.make it—so let’s make it happy! 1s given in Washington es the number of LOETZER FOR- HER AFFIRMA~

- o * fThal troops on duty in Laos.) TION OF AMERICA

N The Lao military attributes the official Thal . ’ .
_ : - position to corruption. They say only certain ‘ 1 Y\ B
NIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS members of the Thal government are pocket HON. FRANK HORTON

TO FATHER WALSH ing payments from the United States, so the OF NEW YORK -

oo . entire Thai cabinet may not be informed IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES -
~ of the entire U.S. arrangements for Thals to . -
JON. PETER W. RODINO, JR.  sent in Laos. - , : ‘Tuesday, June 15, 1971 S
" OF NEW JERSEY, : Thei troops bave been fighting in L2os My, HORTON. Mr. Speaker, during '

: . ) since late 1964, The first Thai unit In Laos _ Pl
N THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES g g battery of 155mm howltzers based near these times of protest by our Nation's

Tuesday, June 15, 1971 Ban Khay village in the Plain of Jars. \/outh, the very philosophies upon which

-

“Thai officers and men then were sent sepa=/ bhis country was established are being
Mr. RODINO. Mr. Speaker, congratil- rately to guerilla units run by the CIA. P questioned.” At tlnes, anti-American
ions are in order for Father Gerald On Feob. 1, 1967, s reporter met one of sentiments and acts seem to overshadow
Walsh who celebrated the 25th an- these Thals at NAM Bac, Lao forlress 40 positive feclings for this country and our
versary of his ordination to the Foly miles southwest at Dien Bien Phu, The Tha!l Jeader’s goals. .
josthood on June 1, 1071, Father Walsh  said he was a captain in the Thal army and  Trhere s little doubt that we must do -
urned to St. Mary's Church in Nutley, came from Bangkok. what we can to.foster yespect for and

. . 9 An American in clvilian clothes was com= ot s ;
J. where he had spent his early priest- manding his unit and was responsible for understanding of this country among

od ’to perform a special mass with St. payment, he satd. .people of all ages, especially among our
ary’s pastor, Msgr. John J. Feeley. There were at least 20 Thais with the cap- youth. :
Father Walsh is an ardent contributor tain at Nam Bac end Site 217. Concerned about the destiny of this h

both his parish and his community, On June 25, 1969, the Thai Artillery unit country and about the young people who
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VOLUNTEE PS BANGKO

. ”—fﬂﬂ[ﬂm

By TAHMY Al{bUCI\IE
Special to The Star .

* VIENTIANE, Laos — De-
spite -olficial statcmc'lts that

the Thai forces. serving in ..
Laos are volunteers without:

“official sanclion from the
Bangkok government, in-
formed sources here say they
are regular Thai army troops.

The sources said the troops
sent here keep their Thai
army rank and salary as well
as the salary paid by the
Ameru.ans

Some Thai units come here
m a group, said the sources,
adding that Thailand’s 240th
Batta!.on presenlly is garri-
soned on Hill 1653 west of Ban
Na on the southwest rim of the
- Plain of Jars in northern Laos

The Thais are sent to Laos
on temporary detachment for
six months or a year, tle
_sburces said. There are cases
where units are formed from
Thais of different units who
have voluateered for certain
duties in Laos, the sources
said. However, these units re-
main part of the Thai arnmy on
Joan to the U.S. Central Intelli-
gonce Agency, the sources
said.

The only voluntary aspect of

their duty isthat Thai soldiers: -
are aipxious for assignment {o .
Laos because of the financial

benefits.

Officials of the United States :

and “Thailand gov emn‘eute in-

sist the Thai troops in Laos,.
- numbering at least 3,200, are -

voluntcnl S.

Thai officials, in

.

i

. paztlculzu, c]alm the troops

have no offncml cenctlon from
Bangkok. -

(Even the numbex of troops

is in dispute, As a result of -
U.S. ‘Senate inguiries inlo the -
the fwuxe of 4,500,
" troops pzeaently is given in’

operation,

Washington as the number of
Thai troops on duty in Laos.)

The Lao military attributes
the official Thai position o
corruption. They say only cer-
tain members of the Thai gov-
ernment. are pockeling pay-

ments [rom the United States,

so the enlirve Thai cabine tmay

-not be informed -of the entire.
arrangement for Thaisto

U.S.
fight in Laos.

Thai troops have been fight-
ing in Laocs since late 1954, The
first Thai unit io Lacs was a
baltery of 135mm howitzers
based near Ban Khay village
in the Plain of Jars.

Thai officers ard men lhcn
were sent separately to guer
rilla units run by the CIA.

On feb. 1, 1967, a reporter
met one of thcse Thais at NAM
Bae, Lao fortress 40 miles
sou{hwcst at Dien Bien Phu.

iie Thai said he was a cap-
t'un in the Thai army and
came from Bangkok. .. .

An  American in civilian
clothes was commanding his

_unit_and was responsible for -
payment,

hesaid.

There were at least 20 Thais
with the captain at Nam Bac
and Site 217,

On June 235, 1959, the Thai-
Artillery unit (which remained

!NSIS S
LCJO | H(J”V ,t’ﬂ‘l’i(‘C

“in the sanie. place f01 five

_Thai gunners.

‘v o (f q
D

years while men were rotated)
was overrun when North Viet-
namese tanks broke through
lhe neutralist Lao treops.

" Following this attack, in
which at lcast 30 Thais were

“killed, Bangkok insisted on

having Thai troops protect the

also were sent to Long Cheng,
furthar  south,
several  hundred — some
sources say 800 — Thai infan-
trymen were sent to protect
the artillery.

Part of these units now are
at Five Base Zebra ror theast
of Long Cheng.

Recently Thai tloops have
servedt on the Bolovens Pla-
teau in southern Laos and on
operations against Route Sev-
en, the main Havol resupply
route to its troops in northern
Laos.’ it

All treops under American
control who need medical help
arc sent to Thailand directly,
American- officials say, so
Thais have no woriies if they
are sick or wounded.

The Communist Lao radio
claims over 300 Thais have
been killed in action in Laos,
but American officials say it's
less than 200..

The Thai role, accmdx"g to
U.S. officials is to make up for
heavy lesses among the Meo
tribesmen of Gen. Vang Pao,
who have been fightiug since
1850 against the North Viet-
namese, suffering in the last

..

Thal gunners,

but this time

thl ce yeals 0\'01 8 009 lulled in
actlon :

_substantlady h°1p Valg Pao

because it's spread the length
of Laos, facing the enemy.
This claxm howe\m is 'sus-
pect. Hundreds of‘unemploycd
young mien roam around
Vienttiane. on  molorbikes.
When Gen. Koupraisith Abhay,
the Vientiane military boss,
tried - to conscript them, he
found they are the sons of in-
fluential Laotians who protest-
ed conscription and forced
Kouprasith to ccase his activi-
ties.

Also, séveral thousand Lao
troops are not gainfully em-
ployed but act as.bodyguards,
chauffeurs, office personnel or
are building new villas for Lag,
officers. .

Despite all this,.it may be
said that Laos still is woefully
short of manpower as well as
good field officers and some
mi]itax'y_ discipline. Therefore,
Lao needs help from its ethnie
neighbors, the Thais. .

The Lao however, don’t
want their neighbors in the
western provinces of Cham-
passac and Say aboury, which
the Thais covet nor in Mckong
River towns where the Thai
propensity for- the spoils of
war may n1axch that of Saigon
troops 1n,. Cambodia.. Thcre-
fore, they att in the mountains
of mnorthern Lass where the

Thais can do the most fighting

and Lhe least nmclnef
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Says Financing 0f Thai
Troops There Breaks
Congressional Edict

By GINE O1SHI
Washington Bureeu of The Sun
Washinglon, June 7—Senator
Stuart Symington (D., Mo.) told
a secrel session of the Senate
today {hat the adminisiration
was violating congressional re-
strictions by financing Thai
mercenary troops to fight in
Laos.

After the {hree-hour closed
session, Mr, Sywington repeated
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the charge to reporters, adding

that he intendzd to introduce;

Jegistation fo limit United Stales
-expenditures in Laos {o $209 mil-
lion a year.

That amount, he said, is what
the adminislration says publicly
it is spending in Laos for mili-
fary and economic assistance,

Comment Declined
- Mr. Symington declined to say
whether the U.S. wa$ actually
spending more, pleading that he
was dealing with classified in-
-formation. - o :
* But in a stalement released
yesterday he said, “Our activi-
ties in Laos have heen caryied
out largely in secref, withouf
congressional sanction and ouf-
side the normal appropriations
process.” '

Meanwhile, Senator Clifferd
P. Case (R., N.J.), who had
previously disclosed that the
U.S. was financing 4,000 to 6,050
Thai, troops in Laos, said the
seeret scssion revealed that the
U.8. was spending $100 million a
year. more in Laos than Con-
gress has specifically author-
jzed. - : - ’

The 4,000 to G,Qod estimate has;

sure been refined fo 4,623 b

since Mr. Case’s original discl:-J
) by
SenatofAp piive oF Foe!

WMUNE S
B JUN A

(., Ark.), chairnian of the For-'
#gn Relations Committee, After.
today’s session, Senutor” Case
said there was no indication that
he number of U.S-financed
Thai trcops in Laos have been
increased beyond the 4,800 level.
Thai “Volenicers”

T another developinent today,
a Siate Departmneni spokesman
acknowledged that Thal “velun-

feers” are fighting in Laos, add-

ing that they are sometimes

called mercenarizs. ,

He declined to say how many
{here were or how they are fi-
nanced. Asked whether the Thaj
{roops in Laos were suppo;ted
by the U.S. on the same basis as
in Vietnam, he replied: “There
are no comparable arrange-
men!s.” :

When reminded ‘that Thai
{roops in Vielnam are paid by
the U.S. and provided equip-.
ment 2nd transporiation as well,
the spokesman said, “No, ar-
rangements are guite different”
in Lacs. .

The State Department spokes-
man began his briefing by stat-
ing that the U.S. operations in
Laos were begun during the
Kennedy administration and de-
veloped and continued by two
succeeding administrations.

The “volunteers” in Laos, he
added, are there at the request
of Prince Souvaina Phorma, the
Laofian prime minister, and
“1.8. support of this program is;
fully “consistent with all perti-i
nent legislation.” !

The legislation at issue was:
attached by Congress last year:
to the 1971 Military Appropria-
‘tions Act. The amendment, of-:
fered by Senator Fulbright,
‘banned “lhe use of any funds to!

-support Vietnamese or other!

free world forces in actions de--
signed to provide military sup-
port and assistance to the gov-
ernments  of Chmbodia and:
Laos."” : .

This amendment, however,
was modified further in-a Sen-.
ate-House conference commitice
to state that “nothing contained
in this section shall be construed
to prohibit support or aclion Te-
quired- lo insure the safe and

orderly withdrawal or .disen--

gagement of US. forces from
Sontheast Asia or to aid in the

felease of American prisoners of,

eleage 2001/03/04 :-ClA
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It appeaied {hat the adminis-
tration was relying mainly on| AT hellaof
this sccond clatse for legislative
justification for ils operaiions in
northern Laos. o

. Letter To Kenuedy. -

David M. Abshive, assislant v
secretary for congressional rela-
tions, said recenily in a letter to
Senator Edward ‘M. Kennedy
(D., Mass.) thaf the operations
:in northern Laos were linked to
the Vietnam war. . .
- “If the North * Vielnamcse .
were {o conquer all of Laos they|
could divert thousands of their
forces now engaged in mnorth
Laos to the war against South
Vietnam and greafly enbance
thair position in those areas of
. |Lacs bordering on South Viel-:
nam from which they launch ai-)
facks on U.S. and allied forces,”
he wrote. ’ :

Senator Jacob K. Javits (R., !
N.Y.) commented alter the,
closed session that the isstie was
primarily a “legal question” as
to what constituted “free world
forces” and whelher there was a-
separale war going on in Laos
or whether it had a bearing on
the security of U.S. troops in
Vietnam. :

But the session, atiended by .
about half the Senate, he said,
was ‘“‘useful” in that it again
raised the question of what the
limils of an undeclared war are.

“The Answer To Me...”

“The answer to me is to get
out of Indochina,” he . said,
“then yvou wouldn't have these |
questions raised.” - 1o

Most senators emerging from
the session said little new ]ﬁ{%_t?; :
rial had been disclosed. This:
was the seventh secret meeting:
theld by the Scnate in the last
five years on a variety of sub-
jects. ..
Senator Symington, chairman
of the foreign relations subcom-
mittee on U.S. securily agree-
menis and  commilments
abroad, requested the session so
that the contents of a special
|staff report on Laos could be
'disclosed. ] :

The report was believed to
contain information pertaining
to the depletion of the Meo
tribesmen, who have carried the
brunt of the fighting against
Communist forces in Laos, and
itheir replacement by Thai mer-
cenaries, financed through the
CIA. o

The report was also belicved
{o contain details on B-52 bomb-

/.

000014
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only recently been—acknowl
. edged by the administration. .
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By Charles Meyer
Pacific News' Scivice

Lon Nol’s recent abdication of power in
Phnom Penh has once again brought into
the spotlight the man whom the CIA has
long sought to imposc upon Cambodia.
Only thrcc montls after the coup of March
1970 which overthrew Prince Norodom
*Sihanouk, most politicians in the Cambo-
dian capital were predicting a short term
for Premier Lon Nol, and naming as his
probable successor Son Ngoc Thanh.

Son was born Dec. 7, 1908 in Ky Ja,
South Vietnam, of 2 Cambodian father and
a Vietnamese moiher.  After atlending a
French high school, he moved to Phnom
Penh in 1937, a functionary in the govern-
ment there. The same ycar he started a
nalmnahsf group which published the first

“native language journal, Nagaravalla (Land
of the Pagodas).

In 1941, French Indochina, still techni-
cally m!cd by the Vichy government,
granted the use of military facitities to the
Japarese, in exchange for mzintaining
French sovereignty over Vietnam, Cambo-
dia and Laos. Son immediately became an
active collaborator with the Japanesc Black
Dragon Socicty, which aimed at overthrow-

“ipz the French, On the verge of arrest b)
French authorities in the summer of 1942,
Son fled to Tekyo.

With defcat imminent, the Japanesc
abolished the colonial administration in
Masch 1945 and imprisoned all French
citizens in Cambodia. A month later Son
appeared in Phnom Penh as a Japanese
captzin and became minister in charge of
rcla'tigg.s with the Japancsc command. On
Aug. 10 a palace revolt inspired by Son and
supported by the Kempetai (Japaness po-

‘lice) forced Sihanouk, then king, to confer
upon Son the office of prime minister.

Following the collapse of Japanesc pow-
ér, Sihanouk on Oct. 8 secretly delegated 2
cabinct .minister to go to Saigon for the
avowed purpose of discussing *“‘certain
questions” with the French command. A
week later French Gen. Leclerc arrived in
Phinom Penh and arrested Son. He was put
in the Saicon jail apd then sentenced to
forced labor for collaborating with the
Japanese. Soon, he was sent to France and
put under house arrest.

After several royal interventions, Son
was pardoned in October 1951, hHe re-
turned to Plhinom Penh on the agreement

_that he would abstain from all political
ectivities. Ne rcfused the ministerial port-
folio Sihanouk offered to him, but within a

few weeks—encouraged Ly several promi-
nent Americans—he revealed clear political
intentions. Early in 1952 he began publish-
ing Khmer Krauk (Cambodians Awakel),
violating his repatriation agreement with
the French. By March he fled the city to
rejoin an underground resistance band in
northwest  Siemreap province, He had,
there, only a few hundred men and a radio
transmitter. His Lroadcasts called upon the
population to risc up and overthrow colo-
nial rule under the French,

Joins with tha CIA T
In November 1953, Sihanouk’s efforts
at influencing the French paid off and
Cambodia was granted -forma! indepen-
dence. Son tried to gain soma control in
the new regime at Phnom Penh. Unsuccess-
ful, he returned {o the armed band in the
northivest, where defections during his

absence had weakened the ranks seveiely,-

His political consutucncy gone, in the
wake of Fren¢hi mancuverings, Son was
forced to ally Limself with the CIA. In
January 1956 the final blow was struck, as
government {roops atiacked his camp near
the Thai border killing 108 men and
destroying the redio station. Son and a few
men escaped and enter ed the S"'l\'!Cb of the
CIA in Bangkok.

Alt]xouolv his movement—now known as

the Khmer Serai (Free Cambodia)—-had
been crushed, the:ClA revived it steadily
and built it into an army of 5000 clhnic
Cambodians. Most of these men were
recruited from Cambodians Hving in Thai-
land and South Victnam, The mercenary
army was based on Thai territory, from
which it launched sabotage missions. Son
became a front for -these operations and
plots, mounted jointly by the CIA and U.S.
Army Intcilizence in Bangkok and Saigon,
against Qih"nouk’ and Cambodi'm neutral-

ity.

The hhmer Serai, transformed mto the
“National Liberation Front of Cambodia™
(sic), announced on May 15, 1970 its
support for the regime which grew. out of
the coup under Gen. Lon Nol. Son, how-
ever, sccretly entered the capital as his
supporters began to prepare for a return to

power. Lon Nol, who had the full backing

of the Pentagon, wasnt about to step
down for the CIA’s man. Son had to sctile
for the post of prmc;pal ad\lsor ‘to the
premicr. .

But Cambodian public-opinion remams
very unfevorable to San. The urban youth
js violently hostile to him. He therefore
continues to live in Saigon,
the solid support of the South Vietnamese
puppets and the entourage of U.S. Ambas-
sador Bunker. More importantly, he (’RJO)’S
the loyalty of the Cambodian armies
trained by American Special Forces units,
who consider him a “spiritual father.” Son
has also renewed his ties with the Japanese
groups which carried him to power in
1945. Representatives from Tokyo consult

him on tlieir Indochinese political and.

economic questions.
Son Ngoc Thanh wants to redeem the
defeats that impeded his political life, and

now anxiously awaits his hour. The CIA,
which has backed Son for fifteen years,

will be happy to make good his losses.

~

S Charles Meyer was 0(7It0) in-chicf of the maga-

2ine Etudes Cambodgiennes (Cambodian Studies)
and Nokor Khmer. From 1957 thiough 1970 he
was a-couaselor to the cabinet’of Sihanouk ard
continued as such to Lon Nol until Jine 1970,
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Scn Wllham Fuibr 1gnt asked by news-
men how many Thal tmo;;s are being
paid by tie CIA to fight in Laos, replied:

“I’s noct very scc1et I think it's 4,~

! 800 !

Among conclusions to be drawn from :

" this is fhat the 4 ,600 Thais ave being paid

* by America to do the fighting against
* Communists in Laos because America -
- can'’t gel anyone else to fight., Not even.
* Laotians.

Why does America p”lS'S‘E in the fuule

- endeavor? 1f Asians aren't interested in.
© preserving their systems against ‘the

. Commvmsts the vast treasury of Ameri- -
. ca isn’t big enough te pay them forever.

It must be frustrating, too, to the

:"necdy of America to learn that $260
. million has been paid from the American

treasury fo Thai troops fighting in Viet--

© nam, if fighting is the word.

No wond°1 Americans are tulnlng to’

* isolationism. National leaders who first
. encowraged America to assume a role in,

international affairs didn’t eunvision that

-« role fo be paymaster to 1eluc£ant allies.

SRR |
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CIA’s

PSR AGTE

Little Army
Thailand

From

T ROM JERSEY, General Washington hired a

schoolteacher named Nathan Hale to spy on the

RBritich in Manhattan. It was bad judgment. Hale'had -

no -experience in espionage, as he soon proved by

"being captured and hanged, to become an American -

immortal.
In the Civil War the govern-
ment hired the Pinkerton outfit
‘to set up an espionage system. It
was never much gooed, but neither
was the Confederate. '
7 In World War Il we set upa /.2
“§py system in Switzerland, and{j 25\e
Jafter the war it was consolidated ([ 4;3\
" as Central Intelligence Agency. It '
“has grown every year of the 26 . -
since, encircling the globe with its tentacles, becom-

ing a dense empire defying the President and the

" Congress to comprehend or control its global activi-
ties. ’ C ‘ o

or can discover what it is up to in a given time or
“place. Compared with it, Hoover’'s FBI is an open
. book. ’ . S -
¥ S X x x “
OR FBY AGENTS are subject ultimately to court '

" examination of their activities, which involve
constitutional rights. CIA agents don’t deal with

" those having constitutional rights, and nobody says
" how or why: it disburses moneys voted to it by a
- generous and spellbound Congyress. - i
- . Most CIA action naturally focuses on trouble :
: areas abroad, Europe in general. Latin America, the
Mediterranean and the Far East. Since we have been”’
. engaged for 20 years in Asian intrigue, half of that:
" time in warfare with Asiatics, that is where the CIA:
“sleuths and provocateurs congregate and conspire in;
* this or that policy, which is removed from the hands
© of the President and the will of Congress. o
" This has become a savage and slippery maze of
“blind forces at work, which no extraneous po
. earth canunravel, . - PRI

1
4

Py VYNV A daaral

. Excepting its frequent blunders, nobody knows |

weron

T iS A PREPOSTEROUS and dangerous sifuatioﬁ

. L for the Americans, and bears no relation to their

traditional integrity of purpose and responsibility.
Senator Chase of New Jersey, a member of the

" Foreign Relations Committee, said last week he has

Jearned from government sources there are “4000-

" .6000 Thai troops in Laos, and the United States 1‘5/

- 'paying ‘them through CIA.” . !

L He aversthis is a violation of a congressional
direclive last year, prohibiting financing mercena-
ries in Laos except to help frec POWs or facilitate
American troop withdrawals. The committee is cur-
rently taking testimony from-two aides recently in
Indochina. The Senator said he wrote to Secretary of -

. State Rogers about it a month ago, and has received

Then why not invite the Secretary to tell the

;i no reply.

: committee what he knows about it,jwhich might not
i be much, as there is no evidence Mr. Rogers talks to
- CIA, or vice versa.

But congressmen enjoy complaining, and don't
t 2njoy doing. If they cnjoyed doing they would adowt
i a joint resolution calling for an audit of CIA expend-
itures over the past few years. The howling would be
pitiful that this would uncover supersecret inves-
tigation abroad, and work untold harm to vital.
American “interest.” Who say? Who knows if CIA
conaiving is beneficial or detrimental to vital Amey-
. ican interests anywhere, since nobody has ever-
i yielded an inkling of what it is all about?

!
i
i
i
{
i
!
i
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_by Elliett R. Thorpe - -

‘-erl and ot her luscious bits of anatomy

Where Dragens Dwell
by Frederick King Poole.
243 pp. Harper and Row $6.95.

“Wheref Dragon; Dw‘ell” can be reason-
ably described as a caudal view of -

Bangkok. 1f you arc €énamored of pimps, N
panhandlers dnd perverts

prostitutes,
you will find there is no shortage of
them in Mr . Poole’s book. ‘

Local co!or is developed by the Open-
ing' descr nrhon of monkeys urinating
from the living room hghuno fixture

while the master of the house picks his
way through animal droppings on the
floor. The inhabitants of this charming
menage are not quaint Siamese but
Princeton men who refused to be “trap- i
ped” in the workaday world of America.
Their bedroom playmates include a Ben-
nington College dropout, a Bangkok Bar

P -

Brigadier General Elhott R. Thmpe

(Ret.) is a Knight Commander of the”

Most Noble Order of the Crown of Thai-
Tand and a [ormer member of the Coun-
cil of the Siam Soczety

. The punc:pal characters include Andy

Harris, who writes pornographic travel

- guides belween his irnumerable bouts

“'with bed and bottle. There is Simon

Vandyke, a fellow Princetonian, who en-
-gages in various shady enlerprises and
like Andy possesses amazing sexual
‘prowess. Then there is Gary Macfarland,

another Ivy-Leaguer, who presumably is ;

- a CIA. agent. Nit Noi the Thai bar girl

toni its_poges “YXpRIDVEC mmd&&&“é%d%/6"&?0’2“”&& ‘h’ﬁspié’o 01601R000800200001-4

and Ho Bee Lee the devnous Chmese
trader are also ‘present.

X all the sex and b-}ave were remov ed

I3 T

. D) dull]

“weould become a very small volume, but’

‘surprisingly other things are also men-
tioned—how the principal
drifted to Bangkok and their reasons for

leaving home Frustration is a prominenf N
comings and goings’
seem fo have little motivation other than

ingredient. Their

to ake a fast buck at the expense of the

American soldiery in that part of the

world. -

When he takes time oul from the

brothels and bars the author gives quite'

a good portrait of life in this city beside
the Menam Chao Phya where waterways
are still the principal avenues of com-
“munication. He mentions Sanskrit street
- signs but T doubt if he ever saw any in
that language. It is true that modern
Thai is a derivative of Sanskrit and Pali
but Sanskrit characters are not used.

“The present day Thai alphabet is Cam-

bodian Pali.

There is a little name dropping of

‘prominent Thai leaders of whom two .

are friends of this reviewer. I doubt if

. they will feel honored to be mentioned in
“Where Dragons Dwell » i

Another aspect of this book glves it
some importance to those who interest
themselves in American military ven-
tures overseas. Here is a good descrip-

< tion of the camp followers that trail the -

American troops abroad. In the Ameri- "

can Civil War camp followers literally .

. {ollowed the troops down the road hoping’:
to sell the goods brought along in a pack

" or wagon. . . - ;

troops into the boondocks. They settle

‘such places as Manila,

characters .

tcon was too well established business

. themselves
. Bangkok, it has always been there on a

‘the American troops that really de- -

- the idea of their country being used by - :

» that it would be extremely jnadvisable to
interfere with their doings. B

. , g
Today's camp followers are a .diii':
ferent breed. They don’t follow the’

Saigon, Tokio or’
Bangkok. Here they set up shop with
unexpected and usually crooked p1o;ects
so varied.in nature it would -be hard
enumerate them. They cut thervelwq in-
on such rackets as slof machines, beer
sales to clubs, cut rate sales of avtomo-
biles t6 be delivered back home and the
sale of narcotics.

In ‘most Far Eastein cities i)roslilu-

for the newly arrived Americans {o cut
in.. As for prostitution in

fairly small scale. It was the arrival of

veloped tne wholﬂsale asrect

e d W e "

The Thai are quite a decent peoole i s
and have a moral code like most Jaw ?
abiding Americans and they don't like .

sticky American camp followers. How- .

ever, they fully realize their chance of .
surviving a Commumst take over de- |

pends heavﬂy on American good will and
assxstance.

Somehow or other the educatOd Arner-
ican camp followers have been able to
fix in the minds of the Thai that they are
a part of the American military aid and

“Where Dracons Dwell” is not death-
less prose but if you would read about
the seamy side of the war in Southeast
Asia here itis, T
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ClA s Financing
Senate Aides Say

—f—

Approved For Release 23@’1‘!&5!@1 f_@lﬂ-RDP80-0160
ne MAY §N

o

- Two investigators for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
" have reported that the Central intelligence Agency is financing a
* 4,800-man army of Thais in support of the Laotian government.

[ A 1970 law prohibits U.S. payments to mercenaries in Laos

. except to protect American withdrawal.
.7+ The heavy U.S. involvement in Laos has been an
*some time. But the size of the.

+ Thai force was stated publicly
. yesterday by Sen. J. W. Ful-
: bright, D-Ark., who is chairman
cof the committee. The report
“was presented in closed session
by James G. Lowenstein and
“Richard Moose, former Foreign
*Service officers who resigned to
‘become Senate Investigators.

i..A committee member, Sen.
‘Clifford P. Case, R-NJ,

‘told reporters that during a
.12-day visit to Laos last month

Lowenstein and Moose had con-

: firmed Case’s earlier disclosures
1concerning the Thai Army.

¢ Case had taken his informa-
ttion from newspaper reports in-

teluding a January dispatch by

*Tammy "Arbuckle in The Star
ithat detailed movements of the

;gnd northern Laos. :
§:  Fulbright Tells Secret
. No government official had

‘ever publicly confirmed that,.

‘however. When a reporter asked
“Fulbright how many CIA-

“supported Thais are operating in"

*Laos, Fulbright responded
<%about 4,800"" before a staff

“emerged from the meeting and .

:CIA-based Thai troops in central

n open secret for
Case said he wrofe to the State

Department seeking information

on the Thai troops after reading

- a lengthy article in the April 17

" Christian Science Monitor by .
George W. Ashworth.

Ashworth quoted earlier, re-
ports by Arbuckle from Vienti-
ane and battlefield areas inand.

! -around the Plain of Jars in Laos.

. Ashworth estimated, from

at
1

STATINTL

R

_sources in Washington, that the
U.S. was financing between 4,000 ;

~and 6,000 Thais in Laos.

tmember signalled him that the

.information remained classified.
1 Last year Congress passed a
r provision in the 1970 Defense Ap-
. propriations Act which bars pay-
‘ment of mercenaries in Laos
iand Cambodia, except to protect
- va safe and orderly American
(withdrawal or disengagement
. from Southeast Asia or to aid in
-the release of U.S. prisoners of

. war.

 Case said the Thai troops vio-
-1ate that provision, although, he
said, the State Department con-

itended that U.S. withdrawals ,

;would be jeopardized if the Laos
.government fell.

- Sen, Stuart Symington, D-Mo.,
¥said the confidential committee
treport indicated clearly that the

Approv%ﬁﬁ%&s&‘gﬂg&% 104 : C

-“incomplete and in some cases
_imaccurate.” _ . -
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“Case Says U.S. Secmbly Pays _

# Cosis of Thai Tm@ps in Lao s

By Mnrrey Marder -
. 7 Washington Sost Staft Writer

,’l‘he United States is secret-
ly paying “through CIA” for
the costs of “four to six thou-
sand Thai troops in Laos”
without any direct action by
Congress, Sen. Clifford P. Case
(B~N.J ) said yesterday.

.Case called on the admin.
istration for “the specific
terms of the -agreement,”
which he said he first read
about in the press last month.
“Congress has never directly
voted a penny to pay Thai
troops in . Laos,” said Case,
and both Congress and the
{public have “a right to know”
lwhat is happening.

Thailand has denied having
,l.ny troops in Laos its ofﬁcxals

PSP R N

Uy w el W

have sald only that there may

. |be Thal “volunteers” or “eth-

nic Thais” serving in Laos.
U.S. officials have been pub-
licly silent on the subject, ex-
cept to refer back to the el-
liptical Thai statements.

Case finally got a reply yes-
terday to a letter he sent on
April 23 to the State Depart-
ment—but he said the reply
was marked secret.

The substance of the reply
to Case, according to State De-
partment spokesman Charles

being done that is not within
present legislative authority.”
Bray said the subject had
been discussed in closed ses-
sion with the Senate Foreign

~.{Relations Committee, of which:

Case is a member, and State
could discuss the matter
further only in the same man-
ner.
5 ‘Case said last night that
*I'm still not satisfied ._. .
We should have been advised
before the thing started, rath-
er than having it dribble out
'afterwards in a way in which|
we can do little more than
vrlno' our hands.”
L. The senator said that as he
recalls, the subject of Thal
units in Laos was only;
““touched on” by Central In-
telligence ..Agency director;
Richard Helms, in a closed
meeting

"After reading press accounts
last month about a new U.S.-
Thai agreement “for a sharp
increase in Thai troops to be

W. Bray, was that “nothing is|

are four to 31x thousand Thai
troops in Laos and the U.S.
government, through CIA, is
paying for them »

Case said that “If an action
by our country cannot stand
up to public exposure, then
our leaders should seriously
reconsider that action.”

His letter to Secretary of

if financial support “for Thai
troops in Laos violated a con-
gressional ban on payment of
mercenaries In Laos except to
aid American troop with-
drawals or aid in release of
U.S. prisoners; the terms of
the Thai agreement, anj
whether the United States
agreed to provide support “in
Ie‘.ent the Thai troops in Laos
encounter dlfﬁcultle‘ "

T S -J;-:,—.;.,',«:.J

used in Laos,” said Case, he
- made his own inquiries,

-*1 wag able to ascertain”
sald Case, “on an absolutely
pot for quotatxon basis, from|
;ovemment sources that there

Tt s

]
[
M

State William P. Rogers asked:

STATINTL
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: - Associated Press .

. Sen. Qlifford P. Case has ac-
cused the Central Intelligence
Agency of violating a congres-
sional ban by secretly financing
mercenary soldiers in Laos.

The New Jersey Republican.
said in a Senate speech yester-
day he had learned from govern-

6,000 Thai troops in Laos and the
U.S. government, through the
CIA, vis paying them.”

Congressional Curb

“There are presumably fov-
ernment funds being paid to

b g —a ———

Thailand,” he said. “But Con-
ess has never voted a penny to
paéo'l‘.hai troops in Laos.”
. Congress last year-prohibited
payment of U.S. funds for mer-
cenaries in Laos, except to help
free American prisoners of war
or facilitate U.S. troop with-
drawals.

Case is a member of the For-
eign Relations Committee,
which met in closed session to-
day to hear a report on Thai
operations in Laos from two
staff aides, James Lowenstein
ard Richard Moose, just back
from Indochina. .

- Case said he asked Undersec-
retary of State John Irwin about

Athe mercenary issue at a hear-.

ing May 3 and was told: “Any |
discussion of the Thai troops
would be proper for an executiv

session” 3
_ . Writes to Rogers .
Case said he wrote Secretary
of State William P. Rogers about
it 4 month ago and has not re-
ceiyed an answer, o
:¢] am sure that at some fu-

ture time,” Case said, *an ad-
 ministration representative will

{sit down with the Foreign Rela-
tions. Committee behind locked.

doors and inform us how and

why the United States is paymg
for Trai troops in Laos.
. “But this will be months after

the fact, and we shall undoubt-
edly be told about an ongoing
,program which would be diffi-
cult to stop even if we were so
nclined.” . :
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This pamphlet was wnfle/z ‘colléctively by a |}
study group supported by the Commiltee ‘
of Concerned Asian Scholars. The group
 included Pat Haseltine, Jerry Meldon,
Charles Knight, Mark Selden, Rod Aya,
Henry Norr, and Mara. Thanks to all
who helped, especially Jim Morrell, Tod
McKie, and Jancis Long.
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450 U.S, Agents Hé!p Direct
- - Becret Guerrilla Forces

By HENRY KAMM
Epecial to The New York Times
" VIENTIANE, Laos, March. 11
«-A month after ths enemy
ettack on the American com-
pound at the northern Laotian
military headquarters at Long
Tieng, the station chief, case
officers and other officials | of]
the American Central Intelli-
gence Agency continug {o per-
form their functions there and
et other regional headquarters
in Laos. -
: Though it conducts only or-
dinary intelligence activities
elsewhere, the C.LA. in Laos
takes an active part In manag-
. dng dn-army at war. This.came
. mbout because the 1962 Geneva
agreement on the neutrality ofi
.Laos barring foroigh countries|
from playing a military role
fed the United Stiates to tura
_hover.its assistance to the agen-
“ ¢y with the grealest experience
n undercover activities.
. The army functions separate
from the Royal Laotion army,
which is equally dependent an
American logistic support end
-§5 equelly financed by the
. Onfted Siates, but Is com-
. mandsd by the general staff in
‘Vientiane.  The  clandestine
.ewmy s composed largely of
mountain tribesmen. Its most
mctive element are of the Meo
tribe and its dominant figure is
Mzaj. Gzn. Vang Peo, -who s
also ‘tha principal leader of the
"M2o nation and the com-
mandar of the Military Region
‘W of the Royal Laotion army.
- ‘Between 130 -and 175 C.LA.
agents stationed in Laos are
believed to b2 engagad in help-
: ing the guerilla army. They arsg
avzmented by agents who
7 -commute from Udorn and other
+-bases. in nefghboring Thailand.
Their work is coordinated by
Ehe station chief. He and his
~deocal staff occupy the eatire
“gecond floor of the two-story
United States’ Embassy. The
station chief at Udorn is re-
__‘.ga‘r‘te"d to otcupy ‘an important
“but ‘subordinate command func-
tion -in CIA. operations in
s%ao§ thalsis  said . fo.Jead..to

/

" occas
- “qusion in. the chain of com-
smand. For operations - involv-|
Uit the Ho 'Chi Minh Trail, the
“gtation chief in Saizon i3 said!

Ap
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Professionals Preforced -
. Yor its work with the Lao-
tizn clandestine armvy, which

Aracricans prefer to call by itsp

wofficial designation-—the stra-
tegic guerrilla units—the Intcl-
tigence agency has enzaged un-

der two-year renewable con-|

tracts a number-of former-pro-
fesstonal soldiers--showing a
preference for men of the Spa-

01/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01

Aftervisiting their units, the
¢zca officers. return to Longl .
fizug, .where they arrange for
tha delivery of requiraf sup:
plics, foading  of
sub: -~

supsrvise
planes or helicoplers and
mit air suppert requests to the
C.LA. contractors and the S
United States Air ‘Force ofli- - .
cers also posted at Long Tieng.
- Once a weck the station

cial Forces, or Green Borets,
and marines-—~in  addition to.

rizn whosz careers-have b-:ex;/

with the CJY.A. Their averag
az¢ is around 30.

Tielr piincipal  operating
hases are Long Tieng, Savan-
nzkhat in the center of the

southern panhandle and Paksej.

nezi the southern tip. Long
Tieng is the most aclive station,
becazuse General Vang Poa’s

! guerrilla units, which are the

Jargest, are sttaionad thove,
glthough since the Feb. 14 at-
tack most are. spending their
nights in  Viuentianz. Long
Tieng has its own station chief.
He reports to the Vientiane
chief, who figures on the
diplomatic list as a special ase
sistant to the ambassador.

Yhe bulk of thc agents are|’

case officers,- each entrusted
with shepherding a combat po-
sition or unit of General Vang
Pao’s troops, whose present
strength Is estimated at more
than 10,000.

- Case officers visit *“their”
units daily, to check on their
disposition and their nceds.
They fly out of Long Tieng in
helicopters - or STOL -— short
take.off .and landing~—plancs
operated under contract wi
the intelligence agency by. Alr

America and the Continentaly

Afr Services.
They consult with

in arms, amhunition,

support and halicopter or plans
transport for combat opera-
tions. They also help with trocp
niorale matters. 7 ’

- Although ths sagents carry|

rifles or sidearms and favor
cameaiiage uniforms, theiv as-
signment doss not include ac-
tive participation - in combat
cperations. : '

In the past, there have been]

frequent ~violations, but the

yarity of casualties indicatesj

that the rule is

widely re-
spected. - S

Ahile counssting Gen. Vang|

P20 -and his officers, the C.LA.
docs pot command his army. at

~any. wievel, . infermed squrgesh

siy.- Laotians, who' know* the
Moo geheral well-say that-his

pride-and temper rule out any-; °

thing ‘more than' an -advisory
rels in combat operations come-

the Unite

their unitsy
‘officers, Ascertain their noeds|
vater|
and food, supplies, tactical air|

E%a@tes‘ gﬁ?gg«g}

chict at Long Tieng submits a
. report to his superiors in Vien- .
tiane and Udorn on the dispo-
sition of all troops in the
clandestine army.

Case officeis also work close-
1y with the Air Force forward
air controllers .who {ly out of
- Long Tieng and direct fighter-
“bombers to targeis in ground-
£-pport missions. I

/

-

fel, transport and pay. . ° .

01601R000800200001-4
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" The massive Washington-led invasion of Laos bogged

‘down .last week and President Nixon admitted the

‘bombing of the three countries of Vietnam, Cambodia and '

, Laos would continue to be unlimited. At the same timé, .

_several-ground actions were reported in South Vietnam.

"By Feb. 18 fire support-base Scotch in northern South
Vietnam had been surrounded for three days. A base for
_American troops, it is 10 miles northwest of the main
. “jumping-off base into Laos—Khesanh.... .US. and’
Saigon troops lost. 500 tons of artillery shells and tear gas
canisters when an_ ammunition dump outside Quangtri .
blew up. . .. There were five attacks in three dayson us. . .
: military vehicles in Saigon. On Feb. 17 firebombs were
- . hurled against the fence surrounding the U.S. embassy in
. . “ “Saigon. Two youths who threw the homemade bombs and
o e .. SRS fled on motorcycles scattered leaflets as they left, calling -
L . on people to burn U.S. vehicles throughout Saigon in
retaliation against the sending of “South Vietnamese
o mercenaries” into Laos and the killing of civiljans by a -
U.S. soldier in Quinhon.... The Gl who killed a -
Vietnamesz youth in Quinton Dec. 10 vias convicted this .

-month of negligent homicide, sentenced to six monthsin = - .
prison, fined $360 and reduced from Pfc. to private. He - : -
shot the boy in an alleged attempt to prevent othier hungry : A :
‘teenage boys near a Buddhist scheol from taking C-rations ) .
from a military truck. . .. Several hundred forced labor '
‘companics in the Saigon army are made up of cepiured
‘deserters, the New York Times reported. Thase “field
labor battalions,” comprised of many men who have ~
‘deserted for religious reasons, are assigned some of the -
-most dangerous jobs of the wer and suffer high fatalities. .
Without ‘weapons and not allowed to speak to other
.soldiers, they bring water to the front lines, carry the dead )
-from combat and run errands. Since by d:cree of puppat . °
‘president Nguyen Van Thieu, the deserters’ deaths are not ; ,
reported, the men use the buddy system: when one is
‘killed a friend writes the family telling where thie body is
buried so it can ba reburied properly later on. Sentences to
the forced Iahor battalions are usually for three years, the
report said, but often service is extended for five. . . . Jack
Anderson revealed in his Washington Merry-Go-Round /

. column “a top CIA pilot [stationed in Thaitand] ean make
- .asmuch as $160,000 a year flying high hazard missions” in °
the CIA’s Air America planes. “Station allpwances” of up
to $320 a month are paid additionally. ... The US. is
financing the Saigon regime’s notorious jails, according to
) - the National Liberation Front's English-language news-
. paper, South Vietnam in Struggle. It said the U.S. paid ~

$9.9 million for the current fiscal year o maintain the :
regime’s4tpricons. -~ ., . 10T ot s . , .
S e - B L N L PRI SO ¥ P T T Rotot i : - s
3
ERE S
. H :
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In one respect the Laos invasion dlffcrs decnsnvely

from ‘the Cambodian invasion, and the difference makes -

it far more hazardous. Laos has a common borc.‘er with
- Communist China. Thailand”s northern border is close
“:to China—about 80 miles at the nearest point, or four

_minutes in a supersonic fighter. Thxs ocooxaphy h'\d bettcr

“be_taken into account.
One may doubt that Pres-dmt leon lS tcmperamcn-

hlly “able to acknowledge the “fisks. of a.U.S.-China con-
frontation. In 1954, whcn he-was Vice President, he and
‘Admiral Radford wanted to come to the aid of the French
garrison trapped at Dxcnbxcnphu repontedly with nuclear
bombs if necessary. There is no sign that his Judomcnt
has improved. -

Former U.S. Sen, W'\yne Morse, one of Amenca s most

~ - able analysts of forcign policy; said at a recént press con-

ference in San Francisco that Mr. Nixon’s Asian policies,
if unchecked, wiil lead to an all-out war with China—a
- war, in which th: United States would probably stand
alone. He pointed out that we do not have the manpower
for such a war, E'(p rience with non-nuclear bombing

" indicates that the air arm itself cannot conquer a small

4

- country like Laos, much less the giant China. According’

to Mr. Morse, it was the view of Robert S. McNamara,
when he was Secretary of Defénse, that not only. aerial
- bombing on a vast scale but also 3 million foot soldiers
“would be needed to cope with China, even if nuclcar
weapons were brought to bear.

The Chinese, we Lnow, are cautious. Durmo thc Korean o

- War they remained aloof, but"as Gencral MacArthur
.approached the Yalu they sent repeated warnings throu°h
Indian diplomatic channels, and when thesc warnings

- were ignored they moved. Man for man, and with equal

weapons, the Chinese foot soldier is at least as formidable
as the American. Our people are superior tecﬁnologxcally

“from a purely military standpoint, one can only admire

the agility with which the U.S. Army engineers and other

units reactivated the base at Khesanh. But we had bctter

“not take on the Chinese. - - .

The risk is that, without intending it, we may be:

‘dragged into such a situation as we’ abet the South Vict-
namese militarists logistically and with air power in the

. © forays into Laos. There arc undarstandings, perhaps only

ncbulous at the moment, among the rightist generals of

“trail” is shilted to the west the Thais may react in ac-
cordance with. their interest which, together with their
opposite numbers in the other countries of Indochina

_(with the_exception of North Victnam), is to batten on.

American aid. The United States *has commitments in
" Thailand, the scope of which is known only in the top
echelons of the Pentagon, the CIA and the Administra-
tion. The present American incursion into Laos appears
to have been initiated by Thieu and CIA people who have

long been operating in Laos. Repeated’ often enough, it

m'ty have results that are not envisoned under the Nxxon

: N Cambodia, Laos, South Vletmm and Thailand. “Thai. -
* troops are operating in Laos now, and if the Ho Chi Minh

 STATINTL

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 CIA-RDP80 01601 R000800200001-4




e

LG Vs

(39

AL

fisragnan GuaaHLAY

STATINTL

2
@\-‘{
p—— r’,‘-.,-'..-

!
i 4 > . Y

By Wiifred Burchett = . .. LT

Guzrdian staﬂ-‘mrr,espopa’cxt o U
. ---Sixty-cix helicopters and 22 fixed-wing aircraft have
been dowined in soutkern Lacs in the first four days of
the U.S.-sponsored invesion. Two Dbattalions of Szinon

- troops were completely put out of action on Feb, 13 ;all

their arms wese seized and many of them were taken

~ ~prisoner. .

The huge CIA bzse at Long Chéng is'éxpected to fall

- ——at-any moment since all its approzches zre in Pathet Lzo

"hands. As of Feb, 14, only the zirfield was still
functionina, It was being " uced to .evacuate vital
equipment 2nd U.S. personrel until U.S. planes bombed

the aixfield, epperently thinking it had 2lready been

. 2bandoned. Americans were amozg those killed by U.S.

bombs and. the airfield becams unusable at lgast
temporarily. About 1000 badly dcmoralizec_i commandos

<
=

,T._"‘
4 .

S SSE 2 e

A A SNy

AL Y P =] .
Chinese viedh of U.S. defeats in Indochina,
.t;f, “General” Vang Pao, actually CIA mercenaries, fled

into Vientiane on Feb. 13-14. .
In Cambodia, the Phnom Penh zirport was bombard-

ed by rockets on Feb. 14, forcing its closure just 2 few -

" hours afier semi-peralyzed Lon Nol, the puppet premier,’

had left for a few months of medical treatment in

Hawzii after he had suffared a sorious heart attack.

[Over 60,000 -peoplé” demonstrated zgainst the
'invasion of Lzos in the U.S. last week (page 3). :
~ In Peking, hundreds of thousands of people held a
protest Feb. 12, People’s China hes issued three fomzz‘zl
- protests against the invasion, describing. the action as “‘a
grave menace™ to China. In a Viewpoint (page 8), the

~Guardian speculates that the invasion may be intended-

.

to broaden the war to China.]

These are some of the fruits of Nixon’s latest military

adveaniure in Indochina, It will be necessary to capture
inconceivable amounts of resistance equipment and: rice
stores to offset the losses already sufiered by the U.S.
and its pupnet forces, not to mention the irrétrievable
Joss of U.S. credibility. American pilots have been
captured in Laos. Despité what the Nixon administration
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" s saying about non-perticipation of U.S.
_.there_were six Americans wearing

- Saigon forces in Laog are heading

¥
IS

- lso

South. Vietnamese
of Saigon troops
within Laos,

uniforms found among the corpses
"killed during 2 single engagement deep

Big Szicon Losszs . . : .
- In order to make losses appear minimal, the U.S.
cor_nm_and is only announcing the_ loss of planes and

- helicopters- pilotegl by Americans and which have been
“completely destroyed. The greatest losses, by far, have
been suffered- by helicopters and planes having pilots
from the Saigon
-made public, . Coi e
The'bigge.st. casualty of the invasion, so to speak,
been “Vietnamization,” The, Saizon zrmy. has proved
that it is incapable of moving without U.S, transpori; it
cannot function without massive U.S. air and artillery
support; it cannot fight without U.S. tactical com-
manders cither on the ground or flying in helicopters at
tree-top level. Yet with all its unprecedented support
from U.S. girborne supplies, bombing and artillery, the
for certain disaster.,

The U.S. news blzckbut still contjnues because the

operation continues to go badly. .

gro;u‘nd' troo}:s, '

forccs_. And thece losses have not been

has"

- In particvlar, journalists are being prevented from

secing what is happening on the Bolovens Plateau where
there are at least three Thai battzlions operating; nor can
nev/smen go to Long Cheng where Thai troops have been
rushed in to:replace the fleeing Meo mercenaries; and
they are not allowed to go to the CIA base at Udorn,

Thailand, to which the equipment and personnel from

Long Cheng are being evacuated, ¢
With rightest forces and their
everywhere in Laos, Thziland has concentiated its troops
along the Laotian frontier znd declared a state of alert,
Prince Souvanna Phouma has also instituted a state of
emergency for the small portion of Lzos that remains
under his control, The Democratic Rejublic of Vietnam
has issued new warnings against extension-of military
activity on its territory by the U.S. or its puppets,

- What is Nixon trying
trying'to turn back the clock ali the way to the 1954-55
policies of John Foster Dulles, based on evidence of
Nixon’s visceral enti-communisni, the Dr. Strangelove
attitude toward world politics of presidential advisor
Henry A. Kissinger and the overweening conceit of Gen,
William C; Wesimoreland, now Army chief of staff but
who is still trying to prove that when he wes the U.S,
commander-ia-chief in Saigon he could have won if he
had been giveri free rein to dé what fie had wanted. _

Dulles had been the god-father of the Southeast Asian
Treaty Organization whose purpose was to “contain

Communism” or even “to roll it back.” Inpractical

terms, SEATO was intended to counter the Victnamese
victory over the French in Indochin; in 1954, As Dulles
concéived- it, the mainland part of SEATO was to be a
broail wedge compossd of South Vietnam, Cambodia
and Thailand, adjoined by Laos—all under disguised U.S;
military control” That would have brought U.S. military-
forces to the borders of the two socialist states—the’

1-4

battle Jines cracking

to-do? It appears that he is
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f By Jack Anderson

“The popular impxeoslpu of
CIA men in Southeast ésxa is
of leandfaced - Jumes Bouds

talking in whispe1s to Indo-{;
“fchinese ‘beauties in’ dmdy bars

or of hearded guerrilla expelts

‘ldiretting Meo tnbesmen in the
- Laotlan Junvlcs.

“The real McCoy, mbre often

lis a rumpled. civil servant
lgoing’ to lard, who. worries
-Jabout when  his refrigerator

will . arrlve. from the States
and plays bindo on Tuesday
nights. “ia

-This. is the umomantlc pic-

Jture that emerges from an in-

struction’ sheet handed to CIA
pilots leaving for Udorn, Thai-

.|}and. The CIA uses a front

called Air "Amerlea to fly mis-
smns out of Udorn over Indo-
china, e

Instead of pre.,sind cyamde

between
Udorn's . CIA compound,

schools anl banks.
YA bowlmg alley in Udorn

1has league. bowling,” the CIA

confides - to - its pilot-agents.
Their wives are  given such
hush-hush CIA t:ps as “water
should be boiled three to five

{minutes prior to drinking, but

it- s safe for cooking and
washing dishes of it is brought
to the boiling point.”

"The cloak-and-dagger boys
tare told they will have a- su-

B NSENE

‘iper market
: hee moviés the "Club Rendez-

“Wheel and shuf down at mxd

suicide capsules upon newre-|
| eruits,” the sfateside briefor
-|slips them 'a bus schedule for
JCIA " ‘personnel-

-airstrips

| €14 Life in SE Asials  Not £

A M ][ mﬂ mg M@

swzmmmg pool

vous” (which noubles as a
chapel on Sundays) and binge
on . Tugsday : and . ‘Saturday
nights, © The ' CIA  bars” sre
called The Pub'and the Wagzon

mght N
* " The *same’ humdrum 'hfe
style can be 'found’ at’ such
CIA outposts “as Vxentiane,
Laos, where CIA men usually
live with their,families in vil-
las and dine at the town’s few
French restaurarits,

: One lonely CIA ﬂler, who
had left -his farnily in Flovida,| -
worried about . their .safety
after reading .about racial
demonstrations at-home. “I'm
going to bring them out here
where it’s safe,” he coniided
solemnly fo my assoc:ate Les
Whitten in V1ent1ane last sum-
mer.

But it the CI1A living condl—
tions - are vm{ade suburbia,
some of the missions are dan-
gerous. The CIA pilots ﬂy sup-
plies "to ~ CIA-backed Meo

tribesmen in Laos hinterlands. |, .

There are also ioré hazard.
ous missions, such- as flights
along the Red Chines‘e‘border
and . ammo deliveries to tiny
in Communist.in-
fested country. ) :
Footnote: Much of the re-
cruiting for CIA pilots is done
out of a modern, gold-carpeted
office in downtown Washing-

ton with “Air America” on the|.
g}ass doors. One of my report-|

ets, posing as a pﬂot was in-

terviewed by H, H. Dawson, & v

beefy man in shirt sleeves. He

sald prospesets werz dim rldht.

now, becaiise the numbér of
ﬁxed-w!nv pilots hagd been cut
back from 800 to 500,

“Dawson said the baslc péy is
‘$229 an hour for captains, )
1$13.93 for first officers, with

‘bonuses for specxal “projects.”
A top CIA pilot can make as
much 28 $100,000 & year flying
high hazard missions, In addi-
tion, station allowances’ run
£320 a month at Salgon, $21

et Udorn and §230 m» Vxenu-
ane s '

N
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L “BOLIVIA . -
Gen. Juan Jose Torres, who gained the presidancy in
2 military coup last month, refused to allow former
interior minister Antonio Arguadas to return toABol'awa
from exile in Cuba. Arguedas, who-s.ent.the 1637 field
diary of Che Guevara to Cuba, maintains a ClA plot
forced him to ledve his country. ... Areportin Muham-
mad Speaks said more than half the children born in
Bolivia dic before thair fifth birthday and more than
40°% 6f the population is stricken with tuberculos_t_s. o )

fe: . . THAILAND - - - T
The pending transfer of U.S. B-52 bombers from
Okinawa to Thai bases was denounced by “The Voice of
the People of Thailund” radio. ... The Bangkek regime /
has admiticd CIA planas presently taking off from Takli
base 1o bring arms, military supplies and provisions to
mercenaries in Laos. ... Timz mzgazine estimates some
280 U.S. “phantom” jets are baszed in Thailand and
South- Victnam and said the U.S. has lost 7316 planss
and helicopiers in nearly 10 years of war in Southeast”
Asia. ... Direct investment by U.S. groups in Thailand
has redched some $2 billion, with over 150 U.S.-owned
companies, factories, banks and offices established in tha
country. Dominated scctors of the economy ar2 finance,
oil extracting znd refining, tin refining, rubbar proces-
'sing and textiles. “In addition,” according to Hsinhua,
the China news agzncy, “U.S. end Japanzs2 monopaly
‘capitalists are durnping laree quantities of commoditias
in Thailand, bringing ebout an unprecedanted deficit in
the latter’s foreign trada.” SR :



&

O

/

STATINTL R

- Approved ForRel IYPSN 2001/Q3/04VNCIACRDP80-016

Th@ D@mnov ation of 1 hatlan

N 1861, KING MONGKUT of Slam offered Abraham

Lincoln elephants to aid the Union cause in the |

Civil War. The President politely refused the help,

but that was not the end of military relations between -

the two countries. Thailand is no longer whimsically isolated
from world realities; nor does it have a choice in the way it
fines up on international issues. Over the past two decades,
" Thais have wqtchegl their country become a giant airstrip,
where American B-52s, ﬁghtcr-bombcrs and helicopter gun-
- ships roar off on missions of death for other Southeast Asian
countries. They have seen their own troops become U.S.
mercenaries, and their borders used as staging points for
Special Forces and CIA personnel on missions of subversion
into Laos and North Vietnam. : :

Thais have watched helplessly as their natlon has be-‘

come an American military base and neo-colony. U.S.
Senator Gale McGee stated in a recent speech that “South-
east Asia is the last major resource area outside the control
_of any one of the major powers on the globe.” And the
" mammoth Chase Manhattan Bank has been even more

. specific: “Thailand promises to be an excellent investment

"and sales area for Americans,” its Economic Research
-Division writes, “if rebel insurgency can be contained.”
The various minorities that make up Thailand have tried
to resist the destruction of their culture and their forcible
integration into a U.S.-controlled political economy. But
the U.S. military advisors who train Thai troops to fight in
South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos have also trained them
to fight rebels at home. Meanwhile hordes of AID and
American university personnel comb the countryside, study-
ing every aspect of Thai life and recommending and im-
, plementing programs of counter-insurgency. '
i « Thailand has changed greatly in the century since its king
‘naively offered a U.S. President military aid. Since then
 America has decided to fight its wars abroad, not at home—
i{wars that make sure countries like Thailand stay in the
Free World bank account. Do

s

HE THAI ELITE, whose body and soul is now com-
pletely owned, once prided itself on an ability to
resist colonial domination. In the 19th century,
the Thais closed their country to the probes of im-
. perialism, and tried to modernize by sélective contact with
the West. This relative independence was validated by a
! British-French agreement to let Thailand remain a buffer
* state between their respective colonial empires in Malaya-

- Burma and Indochina.
Thailand’s privileged status was ended by an event which
has shaped the course of its history for the last quarter cen-
- tury: the United States’ victory over Japan in World War II
and its emergence as the dominant power in the Pacific

" Basin. The U.S. quickly decided that Thailand’s position

was critical for consolidating an American foothold on the
Southeast Asian mainland; by 1950, U.S. military and eco-
nomic aid began to flow to the Thai government, then headed
by Gcneral Phibun, a former Japancse puppet whose mili-

,r;-n.! 3

tary regime rodc to power on a 1948 coup.

Urged on by U.S. money and by the long shadow of the
Chinese Revolution, the Thai army and police began an
anti-communist crusade in the early ’50s. Their campaign

~ was focused on Thailand’s Chinese Community, and it be-

gan officially in 1952 with the passage of the Un-Thai Activ-
itics Act (sic), supposedly aimed at combating “commu-
nist subversion,” even though the Thai Chinese Community
was notoriously apolitical. But if General Phibun’s attack
could not rid his country of a communist menace that did
not exist, it could establish his control over the Chinese
Community which had traditionally been the backbone for
Thailand's indigenous economy. The Chinese entrepreneurs
and busincssmen responded to the anti-communist hysteria
by paying a kind of “protection™ money to the Thai elite—
offering them positions on the boards of dlrectors of Chmcse
corporations and other financial incentives.

Even though it was borne of intimidation, this alliance
might have been able to slowly industrialize Thailand by
relying on domestic rather than Western capital and thus
avoid the disastrous controls that were always attached to
investment. But this last hope for economic autonomy in
Thailand was qluckly foreclosed by the U.S.

HAILAND'S SMALL MEASURE OF economic mdepend- '
ence had rested upon the government's ability to’
finance the infrastructure for development from ex-
port surplus. But after the Korean War, the U.S.
dumped large quantities of tin, Thailand’s third largest ex-
port, on the world market; meanwhile, the price af rubber,
Thailand's second largest export, was forced down by the

-falling off of war-time demand and by American corpara-

tions’ marketing of new synthetics; the price of rice, Thai-
land’s largest single export, was also plummeting. :

As this surplus dried up, the U.S. and its international
financial arm, the World Bank, prepared to appear at the
moment of Thai financial crisis with offers of financial and

‘technical assistance. All that was asked in return for this
~subsidy was that the Thai military regime abandon any at-

tempts to create an autonomous economy and altow Thai-
land to become an object of U.S. corporate expansion. .

‘Since Thailand's status as a bona fide U.S. colony has
been guaranteed, American ﬁnancxal commitments—now
totaling nearly $600 niillion in economlc assistance and some
$900 million in military aid—have been accelerated. But the
U.S. was not content with being the Thans guardian. Tt
wanted to be their mentor as well. And thus, while system-
atically destroying what chance the Thais might have had
for economic independence, the U.S. has aljo set about the
task of re-ordering Thai society—from rebuilding its mil-
itary and government administration, to mtroducmg new
agricultural techniques and a-Western-oriented educational
system. To coordinate and implement this massive cultural
onslaught, it has called in the U.S. Agency for International
Development (AID), which has its own kind of Catch 22:
While AID is supposed to help Third World nations help
themselves, it in fact helps American businesmen help them-
selves to thé Third World. This is AID’s mandate.

] | Approw_ad For Release 2001_103104 : C|A-R?PaoB1}90§§%ﬁ?ﬂg0%ﬁett
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“Soft Soap in Thailand

. ‘-
The latest word from Southeast Asia

is that the United States. not content

with winning the minds and the hearts
of the people, has now progressed to

‘'winning their faces and forms.

A secret weapon has been devised to.
this end and has been distributed to a

Thailand. It is a har of soap, manufac- .

tured in Taiwan, which is imprinted with
a whole series.of patriotic, anti-Com-
munist messages. As the user soaps up
in shower or tub, the bar peels and
reveals its thought for the day.
“Fight Communism,” it might say,
for example, while being vigorously
rubbed into the back of the neck, and
“Support the CIA” on the soles of the

. feet. The more you wash your body, the

more you wash your brain. It’'s an ad-
man’s dreain and that may be the trou-
ble with it.

This sort of tricky sloganeering is
ideally suited to the merchandizing of
marginal products or marginal values

such as are commonly attributed to -

many of the personal ¢leansing prepara-
tions sold on television in this country.
Surely, the most boondock-bound Thai
wants a little more than that as a reason

to support the Bangkm' government ‘and
shun the Commmunists.

Without. our cult of the superbath,

‘the Thais may éven regard the effort as

a joke.of the inscrutable occidentals.

The program should ‘be washed out: .
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5U° - By T.D. Allman
" Bpectal to The Washinzton Post

. CAMP ETOH, Thailand,
July 27—At this former Boy
"Scout campground hal{way be-
‘{ween Bangkok and the Cam-
bodian border, Thailand is
training theee battalions of
troops to go into Cambedia to
support the regime of Gen.| The camp still looks raw
Lon Nol. ’ ) +and the recruits for the mo-
The existence of Camp Etoh ient seem no more expert
is supposed to be “top secret,” than the Boy Scout$ they re.
as the civilian-clad security of- Placed, but the Thais have set
ficer here told us after offer- Up the camp according to the
ing visiting journalists—first textbook. Newly dug latrines
\/;assumed to be CIA agents— complete with corrugated-steel

" The Lon Nol government
‘wants more combat troops,
specialists and trainers. The
Thal government, according to
Bangkok sources, would like
to have the troops in or
around Phnom Penh where
they would be most useful po-
litically.

‘Pepsi Cola and politely escort- fences to insure privacy and
cleanliness are scattered
through the lightly defended

ing them away from the camp-,

site. .

But in fact the camp’s pres-
ence -is well known in Bang-
kok and in the provincial capi-
tal of Prachinburi, long head-
quarters for Thai and Ameri-
‘can-backed Khme Serai insur-
gents, a guerrilla organization
that pestered Prince Sihanouk
during the late 1950s and early
1960s but that now has
pledged its loyalty to the new
government.

During the last two
months, speculatioh in Bang-
kok and other capitals’ has
centered on the issue of
whether or not a hesitant’
Thailand denied  massive
United States aid would uni-
laterally assume the responsi-
bilities and risks of sending its
troops into Cambodia.
Anticlimax

An affirmative decision ap-
parently was reached in Bang-
kok about two weeks ago
when Camp Etoh, a collection
of army tents surrounded by
monsoon mud, was set up.

But as the chief center for
training Thai troops to go to

compound. The recruits eat:

and live in simple but weath-
ertight tents. The officers sip
Pepsi and Mekong whisky in
their canvas officers’ club.
Secrets .

i the Americans trying to imple-

According to some 'Thai
sources it is being financed
entirely out the personal con-|
tingency funds alloted to:
strongman Praphas Charusa-
thien.

The small contingent train-
ing at Camp Ltoh, no matter
what use it is put to in Cam-
bodia, is not going to shift the
balance of power in a country
where there are already 20,000
to 40,000 Comununist troops,
20,000 South Vietnamese
troops, more than 10,000
Cambodians under the colors,
and a sizable intervention in-
volving the U.S. Air Force and
reported clandestine U.S. op-
'erations.

The chief reason the Camp
Fioh program is so small is
:money. Bangkok sources say

ment the Nixon doétrife sim-
ply have not given the Thais

The nominal secrccy sur-|the cold cash they wanted to-
rounding the training opera-finance a large operation.

tion apparently is for several

reasons.

The BRangkok government
has claimed that the Thai sol-
diers who will be going to
Cambodia are all “Khmer vol-
unteers” drawn from Thai-
land’s sizable Cambodian mi-
nority, much of which is con-
centrated in this border prov-
ince.

In fact many of the recruits
being trained here are of ob-
vieusly Cambodian descent—
darker, shorter and with hair
wavier than their ethniec Thai
compatriots. But many others,
perhaps a majority, are pure
ethnic Thai.

Apparently the Thais are
drawn to volunteer for service
in Cambodia in hopes of gain-
ing the prestige and higher
pay that has attracted Thai

Cambodia, Camp Etoh is some-| soldiers to Vietnam, Laos and

thing of an anticlimax. It is
very small. The number of
troops being trained numbers
*only 1,885 even though. esti-

imates as high as 10,000 have {5 send troops to Cambodi

i circulated in Banzkok.
la

a large and apparently unfa-

‘miliar map of Cambodia, buti vipysly is a low-budget opera-
it is not yet decided where the | tion

ther batches.

Korea.
Perhaps the most important]
reason for the secrecy besides

¢+ For

The Thai cabinet soon plans

{to present formally to parlia-

ment a new national budget -
that would contain an increase
in military expenditures, -
However, Thailand’s finan- -
cial resources, as was empha- -
sized during a recent parli-
mentary debate over the tax
increases, are fragile and
sending troops to Cambodia
even in small numbers already
has provoked some parliamen-
tary and press oppositionin a
country where the pércentage
of children in school has de-
clined slightly over the last 10
- years. :
these reasons the Thai -
government apparently hopes
to win a political stake in the
outcome of the Cambodian:
war as cheaply as possible. Re-
liable sources in DIangkok say
Thailand would .prefer to fi-
nance its Cambodian expense
mostly through reducing thé
Thai troop commitments in

the fact that the Thai decision
ais
equivocal and has not been ap-

In a gray tent that serves asiproyed hy  parliament may,
command post, Thal officers: y..i1 pe the very modesty of
headed by a colonel pore over!

the program.
The Camp Etoh program ob-
to

designed create  a

iﬁ"e‘;"/lm“ﬁhé%@%“ﬁéﬁyﬁéi%ﬁ?ﬁ?%%&%@%ﬂhmﬁ

as possible.

: Korea, where another token
| force has been serving for 20

i years, and in South Vietnam.

i
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- Whose side are some

-

“of our senators on?

¢

[

..

lThe United States Senate, once held in the highest

i i ; i elations Committee in
‘esteem in the Congress, continues to deterierate to new ’.I‘he Senato Foreign R {hat © overnraent
Tows, There are times when one wonders whose side . particular has made it appear (hat our & le. Of
the senators are on ‘ was and is furtive and is deceiving the people.

course, any war requires some degrce of secrecy.
Certainly this is true with respect to counter moves
against the Communist.

The most recent in a series of {rying tests came with:
& highly censored report on U. S. military assistance -
to Thailand for providing some 10,000 troops to fight the

North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong. ‘ ."" Sen. Fulbright and some other color-blind member
4 The report was rcleased by a subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relati}in_]s _Ct%mns'nttgzi Ie}p}?arenltl
3 Coroie lats : "® ignore that we are in fact fighting the Soviet Union piu
/gt the Senaic Torcign Relations Committee headead 5008 Sl and Tmaciousenciy i doenot e
e M ! it : i i hsberry -rules. Or 'V
- was made public in a fashion which made it appear 2:3&;335 Oﬁr%y;ifgrgurle\i}esbittrgr truth is we are {ightin
/ our country was sunk in deep secrecy under a cover
Vi

: . nemy which has no sense of decency and whic
provided by the Central-—Intelligence _Agency. an ¢ M

: v . s capitalizes propaganda-wise on every bit of information h
. Presumably, this is a dastardly act in the eyes of ggfllggielansh%mpug , : y ,

Senate isolationisis and pcaceniks,

' One would think members of the Senate TForeig
It should surprise no one that Senate majority leader Rejations Committee, long exposed to the trickeries «
"Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.) is among those looking aghast. jnternational politics, would be aware of the natu
‘He opposes giving the Thais any ‘‘greenbacks” and he s the Vietnam War and our ruthless enemy in Southea:
~wants to see an end to financing of Thai troops going pgia. Tragically, they are not.
"into other countries. Instead, they and some of their colleagues in ik
Sen. Mansficld’s reaction is typical of all doves andyy g, Senat’e appear to be hell-bent on humiliating ot
- dupes in this country who don’t want to fight communism p.1ion and opening the door to a major blood-bath i
diplomatically or any other way. They apparently dog,theast Asia. In our view, the actions of-a numbe
-not care what happens to the freedom-loving people of j¢ 1..r . S. senators are treasonous.. e T )
Indochina. DERRTIRTIS B e e
Use of Thai troops would mean that 10,000 fewer
American troops are needed to battle the enédmy. Even
.if the cost is comparatively high, it amounts to little
“'when compared to the countless millions Washington can
.-and does squander in questionable social experiments.
_ The United States is not developing a program of
" hiring mercenaries. It long has been our practice to provide
. wnilitary assistance and material to nations to help
i themselves in their own defense. , A
: {
b Thailand is part of Indochina, So, too, are Laos *
"~-and Cambodia. They along with South Vietnam have -
been an integral part of the Vietnam War since the
outset, The Communists have been the instigators
- of the warfare in each of these countries.

S alaa tele 2 I N o~ e

A

-

If such assistance to Thailand or any other nation
" In Indochina is extravagant, what about the annual wheat
sales that the U. S. made to Soviet Russia, our professed
¥ enemy, on American credit? And transported in Soviet
. wessecls contrary to agreement, And what about the
*Imilitary supplies Soviet Russia sends to Southeast Asia
Zand the Middle East to keep the fires of war flaming
“~in both areas? '
'+ How about the extravagant waste in the Food for Peace
-~ gllocations to Egypt's Gamel Abdel Nasser? He got his.

. “~wheat even after he told the U. S. in effect “to go to hell’_',

with our food, which cost him virtually nothing, '
Moreover amounts far in excess of $200 million have
- been given in foreign aid to Communist countries through

the ;g;§§§2§§wg§@§;§§§§g@g{§‘eﬁg@f{@[ﬁgﬁ$IA-RDP80-01 601R000800200001-4
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Herﬂa&ﬂob Was Wzth CIAIn

By MARLENE DAVIS
Tribune Staff Writer

When Mygnon Evans began her studies in .

“political science she had no idea she would be +

hearing jets taking off in Thailand while she ; and was a writer for Flonda State News Bu-

)

 was teaching American service men the his. :

toxy of the Indo-China War.

BUT THEN she didn't know she would also

, tions in India or become a world traveler.

Most of all, she didn't know she would get' :

, the silent treamtent right here in Tampa.

\

She laughed. That’s the way people respond,

_ when they find out she and her husband ..
worked for the CIA.

“PEOPLE DON'T know what to say,’; she
said. “It's-like the reaction a woman gets
when she says she just got a divorce.”

She said many people think of the CIA in.
terms of the little man with glasses who
sneaks into a dark room and steals a paper out
of a drawer. .

‘It’s much more sophlstxcated " she said.

And when she said it, the word “‘sophis- .
. ticated” seemed to stay around her like an

 aura.

THIS 1S the kind of atmosphere' she has

* created for the last two months in the role as

i

“there is plenty of cxcilement in her back-

i
t
H

- year teaching and doing research in India, she i

director of the News Bureau office at Greater '
* Tampa Chamber of Commerce.

The informed young woman recently took
: over the job of publicizing Tampa throughout '
the country after a two-and-a-half year tour of °
duty with her husband, Robert, in Thailand.
Both were analyists with CIA.

Although she won't talk about that job

\

ground to keep a lively, but sophisticated con-

_versation going for hours. v

.

AS A FULBRIGHT scholar who' spent a.}

- has been able to make comparisons between

¢ the people of India and Thailand and in the °

j

" process gain appreciation for the values of -,
. others and for the American socxo-cconomxc
system. - ’ 1
When she went to Ind.a, it was the first |
. time she. had ‘been-out of tho southeastern .

. United States.” Anyroved For Refease Zlm.dm

A native of Tallahassee, she received her -

\
bachelors and master’s degrees in govern~

ment from Florida State University. She also |
worked as a reporter for the Tallahassee

Democrat and Leesburg Daily Commercial, -

was assistant editor of the FSU news bureau

T reau.
\IYG\ON SAID she found the people in,

Indla extremely poor, but wxllmg to accept
' things as they were. In contrast, she added,
she saw no starvation in Thailand, The country . ‘
, had its hardships, but the people are enterpris-
mg, she said, c\cplammg how you can give a’

« man $10 and he immediately starts thinking of '
* how he can invest it to make more money.

Mygnon fecls she has grown more econom-

“ically conservative as a result-of living in|’

i
1
‘r;
i
4

» these two countries. She has also learned one
. cant’ transplant the American free enterpnge'
: system to another country “unless the soil is .

‘right.” l
* "u] have serious doubts it would work in;

: ‘India,” she said, “but I feel it would in Thai-;
! land.” . o

HER MEMORIES of Thailand involve ev-'
erything from ‘‘being under attack, but out of |

| danger" to. learning to live with electricity that{

“would frequently go off. And sometimes,. shel
_added, there was no water.

One of the things she dreaded the most
other than the giant lizard which stayed over

~ heér classroom blackboard, was the flight to,
y ' Bangkok about every six weeks to two months:
4 to buy meat, It involved a onc-and-a-half houn

ﬂlght plus an hour taxi ride to the store.

}

i‘ Although fruit_ and vegetables could be'

* bought where she livcd sho and other Ameris
cans preferred to shop ln Bangkok. . ‘
SIIE FOUND the people extremely mendly.

* no trouble buying American-type clothing, and
housmg adequate (‘‘comparable to an Amecri-
‘can wood and stucco beach cottage.’) L
Her trips to these countries made it pos-

' sible for her to become somewhat of a world
¢ traveler She has visited almost all the coun-
“ tries of Europe and many Eastern Bloc coun-

* tries. :
A llttle tired of the ‘vagabond life, she’ and.
‘her husband came to Tampa “io put down

1

”..2‘4‘.-\.,.'

(o 7

Thazland ;

“covered a passion for gardening on the one-

and-a-half acres surroundmg their home.

4

MYGNON SAYS someday they would like
to travel again, back to Turkey and Greece,
down to Africa “before they destroy all the
. wildlife,”* south of the border.

" But for now her interest in government has
taken a back seat to her intcrest in writing
and letting people know just how great Tam-

.pa is.

. Yet those who have talked to Mygnon in her

new role can't help but fecl the magnetism of
ber background.... .5, .y f gl

“umy- ¥, KR, Yo nj.h.v .

s iy

ki T
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The acknowledgment by government sources that the

CIA has been totally involved in the foreign aid program
‘ t for over three years was made over the week- '
- end.. Security reasons were given for not divulging all of ¢
the details of the agreement but the fact of the agreement )
has now been made public. : f

' Payments in the amount of $200 million were included
" in an agreement on the part of Thailand to supply troops!
- for the Viet conflict. The money was apparently used for!
. indemnifying Thailand for any cost or loss of security!
that it might incur by reason of equipping, training and:
. stationing its troops in South Vietnam. i
The agreement was nof handled as an ordinary mili- i
tary assistance program, but instead, it caused the funds,
to be channeled through the foreign aid agencies under the !

supervision of the CIA. The payments that are being made | /
; are highly disproportionate to those made to other allies,
; in the Far East under ‘the military assistance programsj
that have been publicly acknowledged in the past. i

3 The disclosure at this time necessarily raises a number |
: of questions which will ultimately have to be answered.%
¢ Since the agreement was initiated in 1965, prior to the!
. present Nixon administration, to what extent® does this
. sort of agreement, made in secret without public discus-3
! sion, cause a newly elected president to have his options |
in foreign affairs partially removed by decisions made by :
f his predecessor? !
v To many -Americans the existence of troops of othery
‘ nations in South Vietnam fighting as allies caused us to,
i believe that, we though larger, were one of several coun-:
! tries coming to the aid of a beleaguered ally. Does this:
" recent disclosure indicate that ncither the cause of freedom !
- in South Vietnam nor opposition to the encroachments of
. Communism is the motivational element that places sol-;
, diers of other nations in the field of combat with our GIs? :
> Are these “allies” purely mercenaries of the Central In-
. telligence Agency? Will the disclosure that the Thais were !
. perhaps better negotiators for their military assistance )
"now cause Uncle Sam to up the ante for Koreans and : .
" Filipinos, and others whom we have assisted militarily? :
The foreign aid bill has been an item of national de- :
" bate over the years. Each ycar opponents of foreign aid :
. have been successful in making substantial slashes in the |
_administration’s initial recommendations, Did the §200
- million of 'Thai funds’ come from the regular foreign ald |
Budget or were they part of the CIA funds that are never
publicly debated? Will the opponents of foreign aid now |
have another string in their bow to shoot down, or more«
properly cut up, future foreign aid appropriations? !
We have been told in the past that the national in- |
terest requires that secrecy must surround appropriations *,
‘ for the CIA. Knowing that some areas of intelligence *
~ gathering must of necessity not be publicly discussed or ¥
disclosed, have we gone too far in this regard? Are we
not discovering now that instead of buying a present for
a girl friend, we are in fact keeping a mistress? Are we
inding out that while we thought our political ideas had/
'l_ arm it is really only a bribe that has paid off? = Jj
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New Crises In Asia—Ii

¥ By .DWARD NEILAN
Copley News Service

Second of four articles

WASHINGTON — The other
~-dominoes” are gelling resi-
less. After dutifully girding
themselves to stand or fall in
the wake of the Vietnam-Laos
conflagration, the four specta-
tor nations of Southeast Asia
find themselves going through
a period of reorientation. In

» Cambodia, it is worse.

¢

.+ According to the much-pub-
. licized domino theory, if South

Vietnam fell to the Commu-
;. nists then Thailand, Burma,

’

Malaysia and Cambodia might -

' ;-be toppled in turn.

. In each of those countries,
abrupt social change is taking
" place against a background of
- varying economic pace. Se-

_vere stresses are being felt on -

"national fabrics and unful- . TC . e 1e
filled dreams arc being forcibly *, DUilding their infrastructure

" reconciled with reality.
Presures ave building  in
cach of those nations for fast-
. €r, more even economic devel-
opment.

For three of them, the cu- ..

. phoria that followed indepen-

dence from colonial rule has
" been replaced with a sense of
, disenchantinent,

v TFor ‘thailand, the

! Southcast Asian nation to cs- ',

only -

cape colonization, the torment’

is just as pronounced, but for
different reasons
‘Thailand is contiguous to the
* other threc and has problems
* with all three as well as some
-cooperative projecis. Though
. "each of the four has unique in-
- ternal’ problems, all share
‘anxiety about the intentions of
Communist China.
A capsule look at the sceds

t
- -;wprking_ __at_ cross-purposcs

ol

|
i
i

of crisis in each of the four '

wountries;

Approved F
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THAILAND .

The Peking-hacked Thailand .
Liberation Movement already!

noone

L
§

o
‘

t

/4 .2 y.
4 Qb
o= '

\ .f/' ‘
higts-e'x}ehtllélly: =

Fcars.of a precipitate Amer-

ican withdrawal have been al-.

H

~"f-’ac7&_f7g
VEST I

- Iy Official Rangoon worries'

A

' A

that Peking might decide to-
consolidate these rebel ele-

‘layed, however, and Thai mMents in a massive revolt

has a foothold in Northeast | qualms have been steadied by

“Thajland where it is fed by |the country’s economic prog-
outside aid and the dissent, Fess and continued U.S. aid.

prevalent among the neg-'  Apprehensions in Bangkok, |
¢ ralong with expectations for

lected hill people. ‘
. Bangkok has avoided seek-:
i ing American involvement in’
i ‘eradicating these insurgents,
but has accepted U.S. aid in
i,cash, equipment and advice.
{There have been times when
{ the fighting in Thailand was
more heated than in Laos.
. Because.the American com-
‘mitment to Thailand is more;

Idefinite than to Laos, both

'i~thr’0ugh bilateral trealy and
through the Southeast Asia
Trealy Organization (SEATO),.
‘a new crisis in Thailand is only
:@ headline away. B
The Communisis arc re-

" afler some effective search-
' and-destroy missions by the

| government  but  have the

"g capability to cause trouble
- |, American Agency for Inter-

national Development (AID),
U.S. Information - Servi
and Central
| telligence Agency (CIA) pro-
grams o assist the "Thas are
tused through an office called
the U.S. Counter-Insurgency
Coordinator. The idea is to
avoid the competition and

. among. U.S. agencies that
~ characterized the early days
i of the Vietnuta war,

| themselves heavily to

.

\

1
i

The Thais, after conmitling fove i a e
the (from which it has never; recov-

|
)

loutbursts of violence “in the *
gseventies, are underscored by
ithe presence of . Communist |
‘units not only in the northeast
‘but also along the border with .
‘Malaysia to the southeast, in
.Cambodia to the southwest
‘and in.the high country of
Burma to the west.’ :
. An awakened government,’
|strong military establishment *

and the world’s most ther-'

‘oughly DBuddhist population ‘trouble are present in' the’

‘country. The United States:

are Thailand’s strengths in re--
sisting new crises.

' After his 1962 military coup, 3

Gen. Ne Win guided the coun-
try along a path he called the

“Burmese way to socialism.”

He drew 'the shades on the '
charming country, shuttingi
out foreign investment and‘
even tourists except for over- .

ce ight stops. J
Inf ‘“We mwst get our own house -

in order,” he told me during -
one of thosc 24-hour visils in ;
1964, “before we invile others |
to come in.” .
. Ne Win's first mistake was..,
to boot out Indian and Chinese -
merchants who held a grip on

the commercial economy.
With their abrupt departure
went capital. and business
know-how. "he - economy en-
wned of stagnation

I American position, have had;ered.

trouble grasping the *“Nixon

. 1
Up country, Ne Win faces !

Doctine” fully, There have’ problems with “While Ilag™:
even been hints that the Thais® or

— who had an “arrangement”’ Wi
with the Japanese duriny itichin, Kaven ind Shan tribes.

qeretate N304 ; ClARLRYAHTEY1R000800200001-4

pro-Peking (i inaaists|
are  plying  dissident’:

‘tively industrious by Southeast

L]
’

L S

against the Ne Win regime.

Only internal purges have
kept the *“White Flag” group
from crystalizing into a more
serious threat,

For these reasons, Ne Win
places smooth relations with -
Communist China high on his
priority list. He has also seen .
{he economic liyht and seems
ready to open tic door a crack .
to the outside. -

Given a chance, Burma has
development possibilities, and
her people are bright and rela-

Asian standards. ’ ;
But .all the eclements  for

has no military treaty with
Burma, but any Communist .
activity could have Ain effect. ;

.
- it

i

'i
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\ | Clandestine Militarism '
O ' ~ The United States today is largely run by the mili- /
tary services and the Central Intelligence Agency.

The ordinary citizen doesn’t see this, but just two
_items appearing in The New York Times on April 5
should have opened his eyes: Richard Halloran’s '
story, “Air America’s Civilian Fac¢ade Gives It Lati- ‘/

tude in East Asia” and Peter Grose's !'Pentagon ¥ '

Slips Its ‘Goodies’ to Its Friends.” , h

Reporters must watch their wording when they

write stories of this type. Thus Halloran, noting that

. Air America and subsidiaries, with 167 aircraft and

9,300 employees, performs diverse missions, ranging

from Korea to Indonesia, says cautiously that it “is .
- believed to be a major link for the CIA’s extensive /
" activities throughout Asia.” His long story leaves .

-no doubt that Air America is a major airline in per- «

sonnel, aircraft and ground facilities, and if the.-

' reader questions that it is a CIA operation he must e . B
- also question that the moon is a satellite of the earth., o . : coa
Who but the CIA would be parachuting Meo tribes- ° S oL

~men and assorted secret agents behind North Viets '

- namese lines in Laos, or training mechanics for the

*aviation division of the national police in Thalland,

" ferrylng U.S. Air Force men from Oklnawa to Japan
and South Korea, and dispalching intelligence flights
from Taiwan toward or over Communist China?
One of the excuses for kceping these operations
., under a flimsy civilian cover is that it enables the
U.S. Government to disclaim responsibility when
certain “dirty tricks' miscarry. But the cover is ite
sclf a dirty trick on the American pcople and, to /

some extenl, the Congress. In the March 9 Nation,

', Michael Klare described “The Great South Aslan

. War.” Air America I3 a key organization enabling

+ the mililary (including the CIA) lo carry on lhat war:

i with a minimum of publicity. Of course, this is done
with the approval of the Nixon Administration, as of

~: the Johnson administration before it, but a large de-
gree of initiative and operational freedom remains

© with the military, who can get credit in Washington

. for their successes and play down their failures,

The other story was largely covered in a Nation -

- editorial, ‘'The Phantom Phantom Jets” (February

: 2) and is further amplified by Rep. Silvio 0. Conte

- (R., Mass.) who discovered by accident that nearly
©.$160 million worth of military equipment had been

- slipped to Chiang Kai-shek's government on Taiwan. "
.The Chinese Nationalists are not the only benefi-.
ciaries of this Pentagon gimmick. The technique is
to declare items as surplus, whéreupon they may be

. disposed' of on an accounting basis of one-third their

. value, or less. Congress has been cutting down on

- the Military Assistance Program (MAP). By dis-

: counting its equipment, the Pentagon can triple the

.--amount of hardware it distributes to anti-Communist
"governments without' exceeding the dollar ceiling.’ ' :

.- Thus Greece, Turkey, South Korea and Nationalist " - '

. China receive large stocks of military equipment ‘

« practically free. - o )

!

-t

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000800200001-4




STATINTL

Approved For Releasai2000i03u48t : CIA-RDP80-

The Downfall of Sihanouk:

Blame It on CIA:

By DONALD KIRRK

Star Staft Writer
/ PHNOM PENII, Cambodia ~
The American Central Intelligence |
Agency could not claim the credit
for overthrowing Prince Norodom '
Sihanouk as Cambodian chief of
state even if it wanted for some
reason to publicize its role here.

]
'
\
{

All the ingredients exist in thist .

pleasant, intrigue-filled capital, only '
80 miles from the South Vietnamese |
- border, for high-level international *
spy drama, but no one here has
found a shred of evidence to indi-
cate the CIA was even remotely
involved in Sihanouk’s downfall.

The truth of the CIA’s non-role in
Cambodian politics strains credibil-
“ity, particularly in view of Sihan- .
~ouk’s bostility to America's role in
Vietnam and the desire of Ameri- .
can military leaders and diplomats
for Cambodian cooperation in fight-
ing the Vietnamese Communists’ '
based in *'sanctuaries"” along the .
_frontier, .
. Yet the American presence in
. Cambodia, when Sihanouk was
‘overthrown on March 18, was limit-
ed officially to only two diplomats
and a small embassy staff. No-
‘American businessmen lived here.

* American newsmen visited the

- ly on tourist visas, and no Ameri-
! can military ndv;scrs AID officials
or information officers had been
t here sinco Sihanouk cxpelied them
all in 173 and 1964

The CIA may well hire operatives
- from among the sizable French
*¢ community or among Cambodians,
" but the agency's activities in all
- other countries in Southeast Asia
: seem to depend basically on the
. exisience of large American em-
: bassies and aid missions.
The CIA ‘‘station chief” in most
countries holds the title of *special
. assistant to the ambassador,” and
members of his staff serve as em-

! bassy ‘‘political officers,” Ameri- -

, can AID officials and the like, ‘'

i. In neighboring Thailand, for in-

’ stance, the CIA assigns agents un-
der the auspices of the AID mis-

. sion's public safety program, osten-
. sibly an effort aimed solely at,
. building up the Thai national police
force. In South Vietnam, CIA
agents in the field often advise the
Phoeniix program, the South Viet-
namese government's American- ,
inspired  intelligence  gatbering
opcration.

Tbe almost comblete lack of an
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American presence here before Sl-
hanouk’s downfall does not of
course exclude the possiblility that
CIA-hired operatives could some-
how have engineered the movement
against him.

The anti-Sihanouk drive among
intellectuals politicians and cabinet
" ministers was so overwhelming,
however, as to contradict any im-
pression it might have been the
result of a plot among a limited
circle of American-paid operatives.

The pressure against Sihanouk, -
mounting almost unnoticed for the
past two or three years, already
had become apparent to analysts
here when the prince appointed his .
conservative military commander,
¢ Gen. Lon Nol, as prime minister in
* August.

The reason for discontent, be-
sides Sihanouk’s reluctance to at-

, tempt to drive the Vietnamese

Communists from f{rontier base
areas, was his failure to cope with
mounting economic problems.

The national assembly in Decem-

"ber approved a bill undoing his

Socialist economic policies.

Sihanouk clashed openly with’
: country only rarcly, and then usual. Prince Sisowath Sirik Matak, the .

first deputy prime minister, whom ,

he accused of attempting to "un-
dermine'” Lon Nol.

Sihanouk's accusation against
Sirik Matak, a member of a rival
branch of the royal family, epito-
mized the manner in which he was
accustomed to playing his minis-
ters against each other in order to
_maintain his own position.

not directly oppose the prince, was
already known to have allied with -

Do

Dont

threats and "intimidation. He was,
strong enough to keep anyone from
urging him to resign.”

One of the strangest ironies of the
drama of Sihanouk's decline and
fall was that his opponents in the
assembly critized him for his mil-
itant campaign against indigenous
Cambodian Communists, who were
supported by the North Vxetnamese
and Viet Cong troops.

1 said he must have the proof,”
said Rasy, “but he said he had the
right to suspend the constitution if
- he wished and jail these people-
without trial.”

The reason Sihanouk’s anti-
communist critics objected to the,
manner in which he fought the’
Cambodian Communists was their
fear he might employ the same . ‘ v
tactics against them. .‘ 0

Sihanouk’s opponénts were afraid - ' . v
he might finally suspend the con-’ . : Co
stitution entirely and turn the:
country into a complete dictator- , o

In their campaign .against the. '
prince, however, none of Sihanouk’s . ‘
opponents seemed particularly. e S
aware of the consequénces in terms - N T i

{
i

STATINTL i

of the United States, much less the
Central Intelligence Agency. Most
of them, including Lon Nol, donot -

speak English, do not seek out the o |

. company of Americans and do not

scem attuned to "*American influ-:
ence’ in general. _

The main Western influence on . !
Cambodia is France, which ruled : ‘
the country until Sihanouk himself .

 led a bloodless campaign for inde-’

. Sirik Matak, the prime mover be- -

hind the opposmon to Sihanouk's
economic outlook.

Sihanouk was also confronted by

Increasingly vocal, though subtle, '
-hostility among a ‘handful of depu- *

ties who persisted in posing cmbar-
rasing questions about the influence
of his wife, Princess Monique, and
his in-laws and personal friends.

He attempted to cut down the
influence of some of these depuhes
by police investigations of their ac- |
tivities, but he was always afraid of
"the reaction he might provoke by

ndence after World War II. Si- . p
anouk, after obtaining complete’

' independence in 1953, developed-
And yet Lon Nol, although he did ~ close et

close ties with France and permit.: :
ted French business interests to re- . o
main here. ’

The French also maintain a mil-
itary advisory mission as well as’
advisers in all the ministries..
Frenchmen helped Sihanouk write,
his speeches and edited some of
his magazines.

One difference between Sibanouk !
and his opponents was that most
of them did not share his antip-’
athy to the U. S. Military offi-
cers, although they fladly accepted
Chinese and Russian arms and
equipment, did not think he should -

. have expelled the American Mili-’

arresting them or attempting to ex-

" pel them {rom the assombly,

“H dld not mind jailing little
Approved Fmp elea 500 : Clion aerall e

oua depuﬂee, “bu

tary Assistanco and Advisory.
Group in 1963,

_Cambodian officers In partlcular‘ Dontinuo_, '

o HdN800200001-4
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U.S. building roads in Nepal
KATHMANDU — The U.S. Agency for International Development \/

(AID), recently identified as the CIA “'front” for operations in Laos
and Thailand, is busily engaged in building a road in Nepal, the strate-
gically-located Himalayan kingdom between India and the People’s
Republic of China.
The road starts in western Nepal, on the Indian border at Dhangar-
hi. and will eventually tie in with another road to be built to Jumla, 100
. miles to the north. A third road is planned, which will link Pokhara, in
central Nepal, with the Mushtang enclave about 9 miles to the north,
Pokhara is already connected by road with a network that extends south
to the border with India. The Indian government, with Nepalese agree-
ment. maintains reconaissance teams on the northern Nepalese frontier
~with China. S A ~J

‘

et

185°

v . a
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THE WAR IN VIETNAM

Alm

-\

Nihon Lenpa News

Asian tinderbox: Cambodian leaders parade as Red envoy arrives in Laos

indochina: The Calm Before the Storm?

‘g0 a land where he was once slavishly

adored, Prince Norodom Sihanouk’s
name was suddenly mud. The cabal that
overthrew the Cambodian Chief of State
two weeks ago diligently set about de-
stroving his reputation in the hope of
heading off any popular outcry for his
return. Newspapers ran obscene cartoons
of Sihanouk and his wife, Monique, and
the same radio announcers who had sung
his praises so extravagantly a short time
ago now vied in berating him. Pictures of
Sihanouk and his mother, Queen Siso-
wath Kossamak, were ripped from walls
all over the country, and there was talk
of abolishing the monarchy. As a special
gesture in honor of the coup, Phnom
Peul's Sihanouk Street was renamed
“March 18, 1970, 1 p.m, Street.”

To those whao had feared that the
Cambodian coup might trigger a wider
war in lndoching, these activities scemed
reassuringly parochial. “At this point,”
said a junior diplomat in Saigon, “the so-
called ‘Indochina war’ is the greatest
non-event in history.” But later, events
took a more ominous turn. In Cambeodia,
pro-Sihanouk rioters forced the govern-
ment to call up reserves, and there were
unconfirmed reports that Viet Cong
troops were moving toward Phnom Penh.
In Laos, the Communists appeared to be
massing for another attack. And in South
- Vietnam, the government took advantage
of the Cambodian coup by attacking ene-
my forces across the border. In short, it

looked as though the North Vietnamese
and their local allies, the Pathet Lao, had
stalled after taking nearby Sam Thong.
But the Laotians were not yet out of the
woods. “The North Vietnamcse appar-
ently tried to take both Sam Thong and
Long Cheng in a rush,” said an official
foreign observer. “It only worked half-
way, and now they are regrouping for a
massive, more conventional assault on
Long Cheng.” No one had much faith
that the force of Meo tribesmen defend-
ing Long Cheng could hold out for long,
and there were fresh reports last week
that transport planes laid on by the CIA
(box) had carried several hundred Thai
soldiers in as reinforcements, (Thailand

but officials conceded that “voluntcers”
might have joined the fray.) This trans.
fusion, however, was no sure-lire cure.
“Sending the Thais up there is not like
having a Panzer division defend the
place,” said one U.S. military man. “The
Thais spook as badly as the Laotians.”
Unavailing Efforts: Diplomacy failed
to ease the crisis. President Nixon sent a
strong nole to Soviet Premier Aleksei
Kosygin asking Moscow to reconvene the
1962 Geneva Conference on Laos, of
which it is co-chairman, in order to stop
the fighting. But most observers gave that
effort little chance for success. Another
letter was sent by messenger from the
Pathet Lao's titular leader, Prince Sou-
phanouvong, to his half-brother, Laotian
seemed much too carly to write off the Premier Souvanna Phouma. The “peace
possibility that Indochina might explode. offer,” however, turned out to be nothing

- In Laos, pcm)qm Fon sew? 31{(@)4 S|
"attack on theﬁ?y government oul;;Rs?t?a 1 t?? moo wa?ﬁ?s‘urbmg n

L. "

denied that it had any regulars in Laos, .

bodia. One of the principal aims of the
new regime is to expel North Vietnam-
ese and Viet Cong troops from their
sanctuaries along the border with South
Vietnam. But the triumvirs in Phnom
Penh—the Prime Minister, Lt. Gen. Lon
Nol, Deputy Prime Minister Prince Siso-
wath Sirik Matak and Chief of State
Chen Heng—wisely decided that their
best chance for survival was to follow
the neutralist path that Sihanouk trod

nimbly for many years. Accordingly,
hey asked the Soviet Union and Britain,
the co-chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Con-

ference on Indochina, to do the job for
them by restoring the International Con- |

trol Commission that had been set up by
the conference partly to police Cambo-
dian ncutrality (Sihanouk sent the com-
mission packing in 1969 as an cconomy
monsurcg. The new leaders also tried to
maintain working relations with Commu-
nist diplomalts in the hope that the North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops could
be negotiated off Cambodian soil. And
Lon Nol's government even held onto the

o e w— e

Columbia Eagle, the hijacked American -

munitions ship, for fear that by releas-
ing the vessel it might appear to favor
the U.S.

But Lon Nol seemed to be having
trouble balancing on the tightrope. It
was unlikely that the Communists could
be persuaded to lend a hand, for Hanoi,

i

Moscow and Peking were all convinced .
that the new regime in Phnom Penh was .
leaning toward the West. For one thing, '

ilitary sup-
n port of
Sihanoukville—countinuing a process be-

- the government began to clamp down on !

0-016FROTDAG (2000012

.Long Cheng did not materialize, and i+ it was even more disheartening in Cam-’

i
.
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WAR PROTESTERS
SCORE THAI LINK

‘Many Are Expected to Skip
Classes on April 15

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON April 4— The
Student Mobilization Commit-
tee to End the War in Vietnam
says it expects hundreds of
thousands of high school and:
college students to stay away
from classees on April 15 and
to demonstrate against United
States involvement in South-
east Asia.

A major issue for the stu-
dent strikers, according to the
committee, will be this coun-
try’s involvement in Thail-
land, especially the involve-
ment of university and college
“advisory” projects dealing
with counter insurgency and
financed by various Govern-|
ment agencies. |

The national headquarters
here has begun to disseminate
to its campus units excerpts
from about 700 pages of docu-
ments that the committce says
“ghow widespread manipula.
.tion of universities and schol-
ars for the purposes of counter-
insurgency research.”

This information will be used
'in a campaign, beginning April
15, to get these Government-
sponsored programs off the
campuses and out of existence.

Demands Rolled Into One

The student antiwar group
lists several main demands that
add up to “ending all campus
complicity in war research”
and “ridding the campus of
counter insurgency research.”

The student protesters in-
dicated that they placed first
priority on acting “where the
students actually have the raw
power” to act on the campuses.

For this reason, they say
they are “particulary outraged”
by three programs—the Aca-’
demic Advisory Counsil for
Thailand: the Defense Depart-
ment’s Project Jason; and the
American Instutute for Re-
search—which “directly involve.
professors .from many univer-
sities across the country.”

Student MOBE has memos,,
contracts, working papers and
minutes of meetings of these
three programs. None appear
to have been classified, but
spokesmen said they 'had been

kept secret. hcuniversity files.;: The discussion ranged from

' quoted is a Sept. 1, 1968, con-

The antiwar group believes' 2 .
that this is the ﬁrst time such x%rrgrg::;:: e;g?;rstthc%tnﬁrmi?e
documents have been atherefi to counter-insurgency to worry
to reveal the extent of Ameri- gyer the affect of American
can involvement in Thailand, spending on the Thai economy.
and they quote extensively) * Gen. Maxwell Taylor is quoted
from the documents In ex-{ yg telling the group that “when
horting their supporters to act| e get our contracts In Septem-
against the campus counter-iyer we should have a number
Insurgency programs. . les tull-time people working on

One of the documents beingjy e developing nations and you
C an have a Jason. type group to
5 upplement them.”

The student dissenters iden-
tify the American Institute for -~
Research as a privately run re-
search organization funded by
the Advanced Research Projects
Agency, a Pentagon division.

tract amendment between the
University of California at Los
Angeles and the Agency for In-
ternational Development.

The amendment states that
the Academic Advisory Council
f(;\r Thailand was established by
the agency “to provide coordi-
nation between the academic geg‘tl;:nsit:q‘%?;sp:;ggl’;tt};‘itsv‘.x‘ig‘;‘
Zc?{?gn’l.mlty of Thai scholars and ;’}Z‘;’,’ an:)f our kgy“ domt;stic

1t says that under the agree- | g §, especiatly ose
ment t};\e university will g“or- g::ﬁc"ed ltt;lilsadvan_taged sub-
ganize, coordinate and conduct! SENES emmethodological
meetings, seminars, or confer- {)hose :jn ssc:irt:ed"gmy similar to
ences” under the council’s qyon :l. in dealing with
auspices, “dealing with devel- an :

‘opment and counter insurgency

problems, issues and activities,
including research, relating to
A.LD. operations in Thailand.”

A spokesman for the Agency
for International Development
said the agency did not believe
that- “Al1D.’s economic advi-
sory program in Vietnam had
escalated into a war” and did
not belleve “these programs in
Thailand are leading us in that
direction.”

Another document the stu-
dents are using contains the
minutes of a “Thailand study i -
group” of the “Jason summer .
study” that met in Falmouth,
Mass., in the summer of 1967.

Student MOBE statements
identify Project Jason as a pro- .
gram through which scientists R
advise the Government, in gen- ’
eral, and the Defense Depart-
ment, in particular. Project Ja-
son is identified as the creation
of the Institute of Defense
Analysis, which makes studies.
for the Pentagon.

Support for Thal Police

Among the quotes is the fol-
lowing by Louis Lomax, the
author: “We are committed to
take over counter-insurgency
where Thai can't do it. I put it 4
to Grasham Martin [United ~
States Ambassador in the early
1960’s] if any group is to
threaten the Thai Government
would - he defend it. He said

es.” . ,

y The minutes from the Jason
Project meeting on Thailand are
detailed on American involve-
ment in supportinf the Thai
police force as well as certain
politicians. - '
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Air America’s Civilian Facade

By RICHARD

WASHINGTON, April 4—As'
the American-supported clan-
destine army went on the at-
tack in Laos again this week,
pilots of a flamboyant airline
called Air America took to the
skies once again to ' move
troops, provide supplies and
evacuate wounded.

Alr America is a flight charter

company that, like the clan-
estine army, Is widely consid-
red to be the scrvant of the
United -States Central Intelll-
gence Agency.

With {ts assorted fleet of 167
alrcraft, Air America performs
diverse missions across East
Asla from Korea to Indonesia.
It is belleved to be a major.link
for the C.1.A’s extensive activi-
ties throughout Asla.

Air America parachutes Meo

Gives It Latitude in East Asia.|

Soectal ta The XY

HALLORAN

other Government agencies con-
trolled and secure transport. On
the economic side, commercial
work enables the company to
'keep its large fleet busy when
part might ‘be idle.

The outfit exudes an air of
Oriental adventure out of Mil-
ton Caniff’'s comic strip “Terry
and the Pirates.” It has the
flamboyance of the late Lieut.
Gen. Claire L. Chennault’s war-
time Flying Tigers, from which
it is descended. Working for Air
America demands the resource-
ful skill'of the bush pilots wholf
have explored the unknown)
beaches of northern Canada, the
South American highlands and
Africa. ‘

Those who have scen Alr
America’s pilots on the job in
Asia say they have a sense of
dedication and duty. They take
more than routine risks and
some have gone down in Asian
jungles, not to be seen again.

tribesmen and other sccret|
gents behind North Vietnamese
lines In Laos, trains mechanics
for the aviation division of the
national police in Thailand,
bauls American aid cargo for
ithe Agency for International
Development in South Vietnam,
ferries United States Air Force
men from Okinawa to Japan
and South Korea, and dispatches
Intelligence flights from Talwan
'along the coast of Communist
China.

! The company also transports
‘helicopters from France and
Italy for assembly in Southeast
Asia, flies prospectors looking
for copper and geologists
searching for oil in Indonesia,

and provides pilots for commer-
cial airlines such as Air Viet-
nam and Thai Airways and
for China Airlines, which is on
Taiwan.

Air America's civilian facade
permits the United States to do

Ithings that would otherwise be
impossible or, at least, political-
ly embarrassing. The 1962 Ge-
neva accords, for instance, 'pro-
hibit foreign military aircraft in
Laos but they say nothing about
civilian planes. The facade also
averts public attention in coun-
tries such as Japan that are
sensitive to the American mili-
lar%'h presence. [
en intelligen c

the wo&%ﬁfé\fé& %R
used businesses as a cover. Air

erica gives the C.LA. and

Asian Art on the Walls

Most of the company’s air-

craft, like those of regular air-
lines, carry its name, though
some are unmarked. The fleet
includes long-haul jets, the C-46
and C-47 propeller craft that
were the workhorses of World
War II, a variety of helicopters
and the latest in single-engine
and twin-engine utility planes.
Air America also borrows Air
Force planes. :
-~ The line’s headquarters In
‘Washington looks much like,
|the offices of other medium-
size businesses-—conservatively
dressed executives, miniskirted
secretaries, bits of Asian art on
{the walls, a reddish-orange car-!
pet to lend a touch of cheer. .

The chief executive of Air
Amcrica is George A. Doole Jr\ﬁ
|a low-key 60-year-old business?

gree from the School of Busi-
ness Administration at Harvard.
Before joining Air America in
1953 he was the chief pilot for
Pan American and pioneered
trans-Atlantic air routes before
World War 1I. .

In Asia the general manager
is Hugh L, Grundy, 55, who is
described by acquaintances as
a_quiet, shy man. He too is an),
alumnus of Pan American, hav-
ing been an engineer with the
line before the war and then
having served in China. His
headquarters is in Taipei,
Taiwan. o
The C.IA. evidently has at

3

‘man who holds a master’s de-|| ™

aftihates, the other roug

charter arrangements under the
guise .of contracts with A.LDN
Gleanings from those contracts,
which have been made available
to The New York Times, show
the extent of the operations.

The C.I.A. declines to com-
ment on this subject, and A.L.D.
officials refuse to discuss in-
telligence operations.

Mr. Doole, in an interview,
brushced the matter aside. “If
‘somcone out there’ is behind
all this,” he said, “we don't
know about it."”

Incorporated in Delaware

The parent company of Alr
America is the Pacific Corpora
tion, which was incorporatcg
in Declaware in 1950 with
$10,000. Mr, Doole said the
shares werc privately held,

the board of directors. The cor-
poration and its subsidiaries
employ about 9,300 people.
The Pacific Corporation owns
100 per cent of Air America,
which is also a Delaware cor-
poration founded in 1950, The

leases 42 more. It employs
about 4,700 people, some 400
of them pilots, and has bases
in . Okinawa, Taiwan, South
Vietnam, Thailand and Laos.

Air America, in turn owns 99
per cent of Air Asia, which was
set up on Taiwan in 1955. Air-
Asia claims the finest aircraft
maintenance and repair, facility
in Asia, at Tainan.

In addition, the Paclfic Cor-
poration ‘owns 40 per cent of
Civil Air Transport, incorporaty
cd under Chinese Nationalist

in 1946 by General Chenaault,
the United States air comman-
der in China during World War
1l 'who died in 1958, and is

anned by many of the pilots

ho flew with the Flying
Tigers against Japan durirlg the

ar.
Civil Alr Transport, known
as C.A.T., which originally func-
tioncd as a regular airline as
well as carrying out clandestine
missions, is also generally be-
lieved to have beem operated
and partly financed by United
States intelligence agencies. Air
America took over CA.T. in
1950.

When the Chinese National-
ists wanted to establish a Chi-;

get out of the passenger busi-
ness. Most of its other opera-
tions have since been absorbed
by Air America but it still flies
some special missions.

AR C BN
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ing company atop the corporate

structurs of Alz America and its,

town 'as Pacific Engineering.
its functions are obscure,

mostly by the five members of|'

line owns 125 aircraft and :

law on Taiwan, R was founded|"

nese-run airline, C.AT, had to!

-y
“We're all one family,” Mr.]
Doole said. “You can’t tell one
from the other. We tie them
topether with contracts and
don't even keep separate books!
except for tax purposes.”
* Air America and its affiliates
appear to be self-sustaining,
operations in that they are paid
by A.LD. and commercial cli-
ents for their work. Because
more than 50 per cent of it is
done under Government con+'
tract, it is impossible to say
whether the line makes a prof- i
it in the commercial sense.
X_ﬂoreovcr, its financial transac-
ions and earnings are unavail-
able because the Pacific Corpo-
ration, being closely held, does
not have to report them pub-
licly.

The boards of directors of
ithe companics are closely tied
together, Most of the directors
serve on several boards, which
are made up of reputable busi.’
nessmen chosen to give the en-:
tire complex respectability and
a cover that looks genuine,

Samuel A. Walker, chairman
of the Pacific Corporation, is a
managing partner of Joseph
Walker & Sons, a New York
banking house. He is also a di-
rector of Air America.

Pilots Are Greatest Asset

The chairman of Alr America
and Air Asia js Adm. Felix B.
Stump, who was commander in
chiel of United States forces
in, the Pacific from 1953 to
)259. Mr. Doole holds the titles
of president of the Pacific Cor-
poration and chief executive of
Air Amcrica and Air Asia.
Robert G. Goelet, William A.
Read and Arthur B. Richardson
are directors 6f all three com-
panies. Mr. Goelet has exten-
sive holdings in New York real
estate, Mr. Read is a retired
member of the investment
house of Dillon, Read & Co.,
and Mr. Richardson was for-
merly president of ; Chese-
brough-Pond's.

Air America’s greatest assets
are its pilots, mostly Americans
but including some Chinese and
Thais.

“We hire the same pilots that
Pan American and United hire,”
Mr. Doole said, “except that
ours are .a bit more. experi-
enced.” . :

He shied from the term *bush

ey
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i Now our federal government, pushed by
the CIA and Pentagon, is expanding the, Xp a ns I o n o le n
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Blames Pubhc Gu!llbahw for

Southeast™Asian war into Cambodia, Laos
and Thailand, the American people should
be reminded of the following:

When Richard Nixon was vice presi-

‘dent, on April 17, 1954, he addressed news-

paper editors at Washington in what was

supposed to be an ‘‘off the record” talk. He -

tried to torpedo the Geneva Peace confer-
ence, then about to begin, by saying: “If, to
avoid further Communist expansion in Asia
and Indochina we must take the risk now by
putting our boys in, I think the executive
has to take the pohtlcally unpopular step to
do it.”

Word leaked out the following day of
what Nixon had said. The story was pub-
lished. Americans should note that this is

the same man who, since entering the |

White House, has been assuring the people
“all we are interested in is to see the Viet-

.. namese get the right of self-determination."

That right was thwarted when the late
John Foster Dulles led the drive that pre-
vented the free elections in Vietnam speci-
fied at Geneva. The CIA and Pentagon ap-
plauded. Since then, a succession of federal
administrations has convinced our people
we had to go there and invade Asia or the
Vietnamese, with no bombers or Navy,
would come over and attack us. Some 50,000
of our men have died in combat or of tropl-
cal diseases because of our gullibility. Is
this really what the “silent maJority"
wanted" .

{1516 Bidwell Amue, Gt ;
[ m.b*n._‘m Y. SR U R SNT S Py
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--Diplomatic Snafus

this government, was Mcanwhile, Gen. Phoumi-

L/

By Jolm ', Wallach

Washiagton Burcdu
WASHINGTON — Ameri-
can involvement in Laos be-
gan inconspicuously in the
“spring of 1946 in a remote

- province of Thailand.
An American office of Sira-
\/tcgic Services veteran
" named James Thompson
{ealled on the Governor of
Thailand's Neng Khai prov-

moved in {from neighboring
Yunnan province.

With the deterioyation of
the French position, the
Weslern powers convened in
April, 1954, an international
conference in Geneva, also
attended by North Vieinam
and Communist China, to ne-
goliate an armistice in Indo-

.

china. : g

‘ince. “Come upstairs,” the

The Geneva accords parti-

governor said, “I have a Lao ;' tioned Vietnam, buirred Laos

prince you might like to]
meet."” !

The governor's guest was I
Prince Souphanouvong,
a leader of the newly-formed
Laolian independence move-
(ment and now hcad of the )
*Comnuunist Pathet Lao. Sou- '
phanouvong asked Thompson !
*for pledges of U.S. support !
"against the French colonial- |
ists who were re-establishing
their control over Laos after
the Japancse surrender.

The same spring, -another
Imecting took place in Paris |
' between Ho Chi Minh, who |
'hurl'jusl. hegun his unLi-’
Freneh resistance movcmcnt’
(Viet Minh)} in neighboring |
Vietnam. and America offi-
cials, '
President Harry ’l‘ruman]
relused to commit moncy or!
arms to the fight against the |
French, and six months lat- N
er, in the winter of 1946, the;
bitter Indochina war began.
It ended eight years later,;
after the siege of Dien Bien:
Phu, the French stronghold;
in North Vietnam, by Ho Chi;

Minh's forces who had|

turned to Russia and Com-|

munist China for help, i
Partition

By that time, Viet Minh
troops had invadcd Laos, and

joined Souphanouvong’s "Pa-

ithet Lao, and a Chinese force

e
-~

P
.
.

and Cambodia. from military,
alliances, prohibited foreign

bases on their sbil, called for

then "the removal of all Viet Minh'

and French troops from Laos
and called for the withdrawal
of the Pathet Lao to the two
Northern Laotian provinces.

The Geneva accords pro-,

vided for the Laotian govern-
ment to administer these
provinces in
wilh the Pathet Lao. Less

- than a year afier the accords

were signed, fighting broke
out between Communists and
Fovernment troops in the
Communist-held provinces.

Some Laotian leaders,
among them Souvanna Phouy-
ma, the half-brother of Sou-
pbhanouvong, had urged the
Geneva parties to set up a
coalition instead of dividing
the country in two.

Dulles Stand

By this time, however,
President Eisenhower’s Sec-
retary of State, John Foster
Dulles, had decided to back
an anti-communist govern-
ment in Vientiane, the Lao-
tian capital, and Souyanna
Phouma,- later to take .over

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 :

collaboration

eclipsed,

From that point, the U.S,

Presence in Luos grew,

In 1955, North Vietnam be-
gan to infiltraie large num- .
bers of troops to their Pathet
Lao allies, and the U.S. be-
gan training the royal Lao-
lian army, A year Jater,
- Prince Souvanng I’houma
took over the government,

In a matter of months, he
was able to get his brother to
+ agree 10 a ceasefire, the re.
. Integration of the Communist
i provinces, and 1o a coalition
government. The U.S. contin-
ued to support Souvanna

The Central

established  rival headquar-
ters, where he reportedly.
again turned o the CIA fo
support. Finally, in Decectf-"
ber. 1960, Phoumi Jed his
forces against Vientiane, .
and drove Souvanna Phouma
up to the Plain of Jars to join '
his communist half-brother. |
WrongWar ‘
While the U.S. was press-.
ing to reconvene the Geneva !
conference, Hanoi infiltrated ;
troops into the norta. A gen- :
eral concurrence that Laos *
was the wrong war in the ¢
wrong place at the wrong -
time led to the 1962 Geneva -
Conference, at which 14 na-
ﬁns agreed to guarantee

[ - P

Agency is thought to have
surfaced for the first time in.
pecember, 1959, by persuad. '
Ing Gen. Phoumi Nosavan, a
right-win g natjonalist, to !
stage a coup against then .
prime minister Phoumi San-:i
anikone, ) N

But the UN, in the nume of ;
restoring the Geneva ac-'4

Phouma.
| ntelligence\#

Ldotian peutrality. ,. ,

STATINTL

cords, stepped: in, and plans |
were made for general eleg- A
lions in which, Pathet Lag v '
candidates could run, All 59

- seats in the National Assem.
by supporters -;

bly were won
. of

Gen. Phoumi.

interference g

Y

Once again, charges.of cra )
urface daﬁ"

month after the elections, |
Prince Souphanouvong es. .f]

caped from prison, and re.
turned north. The new gova..
ernmeat lasted ejght months.'.;i
'An unknown paratrooper %
captain named Kong Le Jed a

coup d'etat and returned Sous .|
vauna Pliouma to,power. e

‘e

>
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areas. Insofar as I know, we have not glven
full consideration to using these asscis to
influcnce  popuintion distribution. But it
sccmis to mie an extremcely worthwhile sug-
gestlon, and I am passing it on to the ap-
propriate people in the Admlintstration.

Certainly, the enormous leverage of federal
procurement contracts could be put to use In
secking a more evenly distributed population
and full compliance with environmental pro-
tection programs. You will be glad to know
that an inter-nzency task force has been at
work on just this problem since before the
first of the year, and that we expect to have
some Initial proposals ready within &
month's time.

I hope that this information is useful,
and that you will be in touch should you
have any further questions or suggestions,

With best wishes,

Sincerely,
wiLtiam E. TIMMONS,
Assistant to the President.

PRESIDENT NIXON COMMENDED
FOR DESEGREGATION STATEMENT

Mr. GRIFFIN. Mr. President, the Wall
Street Journal recently commented on
President Nixon's statement on school
descgregation. The tone of the editorial
is set by the first paragraph which de-
scribes the President’s statement as “s0
sensible that it makes some of the criti-
cisms sound rather ludicrous."”

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the artlicle, appropriately en-
titled ‘“‘Rule of Reason,” be printed in
the RECORD,

There being no objection the article
was ordered to be printed in the Recoro,
as follows:

RULE oF REASON

The striking thing about the President’s
statement on descgreation is its tone—a
profound concern for the problem coupled
with a wholly realistlc approach. So sensible
“is it, In fact, that it makes some of the criti-
cisms sound raher ludricrous.

The chlef objection of the critics Is that
Mr. Nixon did not demand instant school in-<
-tegration, But are they listening to what he
said? He Is not backing away from the goal
of Integration; indeed, he is providing con-
siderable sums to assist court-ordered de-
segregation and improve education in raclally
impacted areas, North and South,

What Mr. Nixon does percelve is that in
distingulshing between de jure and de facto
segregation, the complexities involved in the
latter are awesome and almost certainly not
susceptible to a purely Governmental solu-
tion.

Tlere is a Constitutional mandate, he
notes, that dual school systems and other
forms of de jure segregntion be eliminated
totally—and that is Administration policy as
‘well. Within that requirement, however, is &
derrree of flexibility, a “rule of reason” per-
mitting school boards to formuiate desegre-
gatlion plans that best suit the nceds of tholr
localltles.

De facto segregation, stemming from hous-
ing patterns, is another matter altogether,
The Presldent holds it to be undesirable but
observes that it is not generally considered
to violate the Constitution. Even so, he seems
to encourage local school officlals to take rea-
sonable steps, if they choose, to diminish

raclal separation. ..

Mr. Nixon is especially reallatic in discuss-
ing the difficultiea of doing away wtth de
facto segregation: " ‘Racial balance’ has been
discovered to be nelther a statio nor » finite
condition; in many oases it has turned out
to be only s way station on the road to re-
sogregation.” :

K

STATINTL

That is, whites leave the public achools,
and the public echools founder for lack of
support. Morcover, when whites fice the pub-
1ic schools In scarch of predominantly white
schools in the suburbs, the central city itself
becomes racially isolated.

"These are not theoretical problems, but
actunl problems. They exist not Just in the
realm of law, but In the realm of human at-
titudes and human behavior, They are part
of the real world, and we have to take ac-
count of them."”

One of the practical problems In trying
to abolish de facto segregation is that it en-
talls a wasteful diversion of resources. Thua
a state court recently ordered all but uni-
form racial balance In the Los Angeles
schools, and 1t 1s expected that it will cost
$40 millton the Airst year to lcase buses, hire
drivers and pay operating expenges. How
much hetter {f the money were to be spent
to improve education,

In a deeper sense, insistence on total inte-
gration derlves from a misconception of the
source of much of the trouble in the educa-

.tlon of Negroes. As the Presldential states
ment remarks, it 18 not primarily a matter

of race at all; rather, it is n question of eco-
nomic class and environment. Quite simply,
a chiid from a very poor home, where there
are no books or magazines or newspapers or

‘parental encouragement to learn—that child
is all too likely to have difficulty in school

whether he is black or white.

Finally, to demand total integration (as
distinguished from ending de jure segrega=-
tion) s to overburden the schools, In Mr.
Nixon's words, the schools “have been ex-
pected not only to educate but also to ac-
complish a social transformation. Children
in many instances have not been served, but
uscd—in what all too often has proved a
tragically futlle effort to achieve in the
schools the kind of multiraclal soclety which
the adult community has failed to achieve
for itself.”

We agree with the President that the call
for equal educational opportunity i1s in the

American tradltion and that the opportunity .

unquestionably can be extended at the same
time that the quality of the education i3 be-
ing upgraded. But the process preeminently
requires wisdom, the kind of basic common
sense the Prestdent’s statement refiects,

[y

. WE ARE NOW WAGING SECOND
INDO-CHINESE WAR

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President, .

this comes as no surprise to me. It is
what one would expect from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the leaders of the
all powerful military-industrial com-
plex. It is evident that they seek to move
our Nation into a militarist state., Un-
fortunately, it appears that President
Nixon is yielding subservience to the
militarists in the same degree as did
President Johnson,

Now headlined in the Washington

-Post we rend that General Westmore-

land and other army leaders fravor a
6-month delay in U.S. troop withdrawals
from Vietnam. )

Pentagon officials, of course, claim
that further withdrawal of ground forces
from Vietnam at this time should be
stopped s0 that our pacification pro-
gram, so-called, and Vietnamization
program may continue, :

From 1961 to the present time, Ameri-
can military forces have been occupying
Vietnam. There has been no Vietnamiza«
tion, so-called, of South Vietnam. The
militarists led by General Thieu and Air
Marshal Ky in oontrol of the Saigon

[

Government represertt but a small frac-
tion of the Victnamese, They have ex-
cluded Buddhists and ncutralists, so-
called, from their militarist povernment
of Saigon. Theirs is a corrupt regime.
South Vietnamese forces have no will to
fight. Its leaders are continuing the sup-
pression policies of the French colonial-
ists. Eighty percent of the men and
women of South Vietnam know that no
land reform, not even a semblance of
liberty has been offered them by the
Thieu-Ky administration and its prede-
Cessors.

The Vietcong representing the Na-
tional Liberation Front have an ideal.
They are fighting for land reform and
for national liberation. While in Viet-
nam in 1965 and 1968 I learned that
80 percent of the people living in the
Mekong Delta, south of Saigon, sup-
ported the National Liberation Front.
General Westmoreland and others of our
Joint Chiefs of Staff by their actlons
prove that the Saigon regime is in power
only by reason of the presence of the
ground and alr forces of the United
States.

Mr. Nixon, as a candidate for the
Presidency, stated repeatedly he had a
sccret plan to end our involvement in
Vietnam, That is still his secret. The
facts are this war is now expanding and
the United States has now become in-
volved in what should be termed the
second Indo-Chinese war. The conflict
has spread beyond South Vietnam now.
Americans are fighting and dying in
Laos and we have invaded Cambodia.
Some Americans have been killed there

and this conflict is even threatening to -

extend into Thailand.

The first Indo-Chinese war was waged
by the French with the aid of John
Foster Dulles and President Eisenhower,
When the Japanese suddenly left South-
east Asia In the closing weeks of World
War II, the French immediately landed

" hundreds of thousands of troops and

sought to reestablish their cruel but lush
Indo-Chinese empire. President Eisen-
hower instead of enforcing neutrality or
coming to the aid of the Vietnamese peo-
plé seeking national liberation aided the
French with billions of dollars in war
supplies. He was restrained by action of
leading Senators in 1954 from commit-
ting our air power to relieve Dienbien-
phu, 'Those orders secured on advice of
John Foster Dulles and his brother, then
head of the CIA, were cancelled at al-

most the last moment. Dienbienphu was -

overrun on May 7, 1954, More than 12,-
000 French Foreipn Leglonnaires were
capturced.

‘Following the surrender, the Geneva
Apreement fixed a temporary demarca-
tion line at the 17th parallel providing
this was not a national boundary but

-merely a temporary demarcation line. An
-election was promised for 1956. President

Eisenhower, in his memoirs, stated that
Ho Chi Minh would have received 80
percent of the vote for President in both
sections of Vietnam. Our puppet Presi-
dent Diem cancelled the election. Then
the civil war in Vietnam was renewed.
Now we Americans are continuing the
sgsrvssion of the French. In fact, the

v
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Udorn Air Base in Thatland
1U.S. Mainstay in Laos Fight

By HENRY 8, BRADSHER

”

Guerrillas Trained

attitude seems to be the oppo- " was being flown for the recdn-’

Asia Correspondent of The Star

UDORN, Thailand — When
President Nixon admitted nine
days ago the well-known fact
that the U.S. Air Force is
flying combat support mis-
sions for the government of
Laos, he did not mention
where the bases are.

southern edge of this dusty,
norihieast Thailand town. '
i The 36 F4D Phantom super-
' sonic fighter-bombers sta-
tioned at Udorn fly day and
night to attack North Viet-
namese forces in Laos.

They also escort Udorn’s un-'
armed RF4C Phantom recon-

naissance planes over Laos

acd North Vietnam. They are .

authorized to attack antiair-

craft weapons in North Viet-
nam if fired on—or perhaps if.
_they only expect to be fired
* on; Secretary of Defense Mel-
vin R. Laird refused to clarify
this point when he was in Sai-
. gon last month,
~ The Udorn base is also busy’
with helicopter unils, C47
““Spooky’ gunships and some

. other ground-support firepow-

. er planes, not all of which are
-~ marked with U.S. Air Force'
insignia, and shuttles of sup-

orting transport planes. .

And sharing the 10,000-foot
_runway is Air America, the
airline created by the Central
- Intelligence Agency to provide:
logistical support for Lao gov-
ernment forces. .

" The base is officially known
.as Udorn Royal Thai Air

"Force Base, and the 6,500 U.S.
military men here are guests
of the Thai government.

" The official base command-
er is Thai Lt. Col. Jaru San-
guanphokai. He commands a
‘Thai Force squardron of pro-
pellordriven T28s stationed
here,

U.S. officials are careful to
avoid anything which might
imply Thailand lacks control
of Udorn or the other six air
pases used by the United
1States in this country., They
do not want to give offense:
‘that  might, among - other
things, become & cause for
Thnailand’s restricting Ameri-
can activities. =

. But at the moment the Thai
Approve

: Departme
FFEERR dietayeed

site.

Rather than being worried
about Americans exceeding
their - authorization here, the
Thai government fe ar s that
public opinion in the United
States—or at least scnatorial
y eriticism—might cause a re-

! striction of air operations over
The biggest of them is on the  Laos from Thai bases. :

Thailand wants a maximum
U.S. air effort to check the
North Vietnamese dry-season
offensive in Laos. Laos lies
just across the Mekong River
from Thailand and this coun-
try sees itself threatened.

Anxicty Not Relieved !

The current lull in the offen- |
sive while the Lao Commu-
nists propose peace talks has
not relieved the anxiely in

|

‘Bangkok. One top official

there described it as **a diplo-
matic offensive to go with the
military offensive.”

Thai concern over Lao air
war criticism in the United
States means a continuation of ;

' the sensitivity which always

has marked U.S, Air Force
operations here, but for a re-
versed reason.

Originally, the United States
was secretive about its Thai
operations to avoid embar-
rassing the government in
Bangkok. Although 80 percent
of the U.S. air strikes against
North Vietnam were flown
from Thailand, this country
did not want to appear too
committed to Washington,

In the case of Lao opera-
tions, there also has been the
same consideration which long
kept Washington mum about
American activities. That was
the theoretical neutrality of

- Laos under the 1962 Geneva

agreement.

History of Base
Those who get Thai govern-
ment permission to visit the
US. Air Force at Udorn—not.
an easy thing to do—are given
a history of the base which
only begins in 1964. '
In May 1964, the State De-
partment confirmed that U.S.,
reconnaissance flights were.
being made over Laos at the
request of the Lao govern-
ment, then as mow fighting
North Vietnamese troops.
A few days later, after a:
fighter-bomber had been shot'
down, the State

" Lao

nt
(1.0 1)0)

‘naissance plancs and the es-
corts were allowed to shoot
back if fired upon.

For six years that was the
official explanation of Phan-
tom fighter operations over
Laos from Udorn and other
American planes’ Lao opera-
tions from other Thai bases, !

The Air America date of

March 1961 is about the time
‘the first U.S. Special Forces
teams went into Laos to train
« Lao guerrillas—what have he-
come today the “secret army’
of Gen. Vang Pao. These guer-
rillas could not exist without
Air America’s aerial support.
Interdictery Missions | Recently Air America ad-
But on March 6 Nixon said vertised in the Bangkok Post.
that in May 1964, U.S. planes .
“began flying certain interdic- for Thais to work in Udorn at
tory missions against invad- a long list of jobs, mostly tech-
ers” of Laos. That means nical ones like aircraft me-
- bombing North Vietnamese. chanics. Two job listings, how-
* The United States, he said,| ever, were *“stock control
has continued “to fly combat ' clerks with military supply ex-
support missions for Laotian perience” and ‘‘supply stores,
forces.” The North Vietnam. keepers with military ware- .
ese offensive has caused an house acti.vit_ies experience.”
increase in missions, making US. military supplies -
Udorn busier than it has been truckgd from ports on the Gulf
since the bombing of North of Siam are flown by Air
Vietnam ended in 1968. America to hazardous little air
Nixon’s statement has not strips in the Lao mountains.
yet filtered down through The separately fenced Air
channels to provide a more America part of the air base .
comprehensive explanation of has a wide variety of planes,
what goes on from Udorn, U.S. from small liaison craft to
officers here are cautiously four-engined transports. Some
‘'noncommittal and they let vis. are marked *Air America,”
itors look but not talk to peo- -8ome have no markings.

ple. I Used to Train Pilotsl

The 1964 date is deceptive.’ A few unmarked T28s are

A plaque on the wall of the ysed by Air America to train
U.S.  consulate here marks Lao Air Force pilots. T28s,
eight years of Air America slow old planes originally built °
operations from Udorn— as trainers, are used by Laos
March 1961 to March 1969, to bomb enemy positions.

This base was obviously a' The Lao T28 operations have .

key point in U.S. support for to be coordinated with U.S. Air
anti-Communist forces Force strikes in Laos, which

long before Washington was are ordered from Saigon.
asked in 1964 to help the gov- Udorn is a link in the control’
ernment legally established in system, which ends with U.S *
Vientiane by the 1962 agree- Air Force officers stationed at
ment. Lao T28 bases up and down’

That long support from here Laos.

reflects long Thai concern ydorn is the headquarters.

. over the danger of Laos falling for the 7-13 Aj ich -
" completely under Communist gj 3 Force, which

rects all U.S. Air Force ac-.
control. ‘ tivities in Thailand.
On April 1, 1961, the Chinese 1t comes under the 7th Air .

Communist newspaper, Peo- force at Saigon's Tan Son
Bles Daily, complained thal Nhut Air Base for operational -
the United States has built an, matters and under the 13th Air- |
Air Force base capable of han- Force at Clark Field, the Phil- .
dling large aircraft at Udorn jppines, for logistical support. !
in Thailand, only 50 miles, “The = Aj Skyraider prop- -
away from Vientiane across driven fighter-bomber that -
the Mekong River . .. was shot down over northern:
It was to Udorn that U.S. Laos Tuesday, and announced:
Marines, helicopters and as part of the post-March 6
wcapons were rushed in 1862 policy of reporting American
when the North Vietnamese losses in Laos, came from:®
rout of Lao forces at Nam:Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai
Tha, in northwest Laos, pan-' Air Force Bas "
e xan
20000124

_ ¢ Base.
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THE CREAT SOUTH ASIAN WAR

MICHAEL KLARE

Mr..Klare, a staff member of the North American Congress .

on Latin America, is completing a book on counterinsurgency
planning in the United States. '

- To gain a world-historical perspective on the war in
¢ Vietnam, one must see it as but one episode in a
- Great South Asian War that began almost immedi-
. ately after World War II, and can be expected to
. continue into the 1970s, if not well beyond them. The

Great War has already encompassed the Indo-Chi-
nese War of Independence (1946-54), the guerrilla
war in Malaya (1948-60), intermittent warfare in

Laos (continuing), guerrilla skirmishes in Thailand’

(continuing), and other armed struggles in Burma,
Malaysia and Indonesia. Combatants in these con-
flicts have included, in addition to troops of the coun-
tries named, the armies of Great Britain, France,

“Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Nationalist
-China and, of course, the United States.

These episodes constitute a common war not only

"because they occupy overlapping zones in a single
theatre of war but also because they spring from a

common cause: the determination of the advanced

industrial nations of the West (led by the United .

States) to intensify their control over the destinies of
the underdeveloped lands of Asia. The Western pres-
ence in South Asia is naturally a military and eco-
nomic challenge to Communist China, whose real or

imagined influence has been a factor in each of -

these struggles. But it is not the threat of Chinese
bellicosity that lends unity to all these episodes; it
is rather the determination of the region’s indigenous

‘Peoples to secure a future that will be free of foreign -

control. Because the nations of South Asia are frozen
in a state of underdevelopment, and because nation-
al houndaries (which, more often than not, were
established by European powers) do not always con-
form to ethnic distribution, these conflicts often take
the form of “insurgencies”—i.e., local struggles
against centralized authority-—and the response to

‘them has been a succession of ‘“‘counterinsurgen-

cies.”” Although the doctrine of counterinsurgency
was originally formulated to substitute a strategy
of “limited warfare” for the obsolete strategies of
“all-out” (i.e., nuclear) warfare, in South Asia coun-

terinsurgency threatens to become unlimited in.its-
_duration. ' ’ _ . Lt e L

L

’
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At the end of World War II, the United States and
its allies in Western Europe agreed to sanction the
re-establishment of one another’s spheres of influence
in Asia. The United States, having conquered Japan,

.~ was to be dominant in the western Pacific (Ching,
. Japan, the Philipgines, etc.); France would remain

in Indo-China, and Britain in the Indian Ocean area
(India, Burma, Malaya, Singapore, etc.). The Allies
also apportioned responsibility for the maintenance .
of a defense perimeter, corresponding to their colo- .
nial holdings, which encircled the eastern half of Asia |

from Korea to Kashmir, and pledged to assist one .

another if any point on the perimeter came under)

“heavy attack. This ‘‘gentleman’s agreement” was’

* soon put to the test, for the restoration of colonial
-regimes in South Asia (revoking wartime promises

-of independence)

e

produced guerrilla warfare
throughout the region. Several countries won their

- independence this way, where continued occupation

would have been unprofitable (Burma) or beyond

_ the capacity of the home economy (Indonesia). But
“in Southeast Asia proper, the colonialists were pre-

pared to engage in protracted counterguerrilla strug-
gles to maintain their control of the area’s resources.

. In Malaya it took Britain (with the aid of Australia

- and Gurkha tribesmen) twelve years to force the last
Tremnants of the Malayan Races Liberation Army
across the border into Thailand. In Indo-China, -

France faced an even more formidable foe. In 1930,
confronted with a deteriorating military situation in
Vietnam and growing discontent at home, France.

‘appealed to the United States to honor its commit-

ment and help prevent a breach of the Asian defense
perimeter. Although the United States had already:
deployed its troops in South Korea to protect the:

‘northern flank of the perimeter, it nevertheless

agreed to supply France with arms and badly needed
funds (the total U.S. contributions to the French
military struggle in Indo-China amounted to $2.6 bil-.

" lion, or 80 per cent of the cost of the ivar).

Despite this help, the Viet Minh won at Dienbien-’
phu, and the French army withdrew from Southeast.
Asia, leaving a substantial militarv,racuum at the
mid-point of the Asian defense perimeter. The United

", States—which until this. time had considered South-.

east Asia to be of secondary importance to its Pacific.

- « territories—quickly moved in. The French_colgnial

continuad

B

- |
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[ US. Officials Concede CIA

* ]'

- Aides Are Operating in Laos -

!

: 4

; . . | A

! By JOIN I, WALLACH they would release the names . Amevican personncl assigned . A

t ) .

r’.\R((nm American Washingtan Buresy " 0f the two men in the next . for three-fo-six months tours v \/
' WASHINGTON — Ad.. [ days. -of duty, or CIA men who |

The acknow]educmént of commute back and forth ),

[}

}

:

\ ) ;. {
ministration officials private- . ot Laos, an open - - {rom a horder village in Thal- § )
T

1

f

ly conceded Tucsday that

t;/ﬁhe Central Intclligence

N/ Agency is involved in
4

: land.

secret for several years, is . ‘

evidence of the difficulty that The U. S. haq atfcmptcd to.

e i . the U. S. government is hav-  ©10aK its activities in Laos be-
military operations in Laos .. ;.. keeping confidential the; . cause the 1962 Geneva ac- 5.,
against the Communist Path- 11016 and extent of American :cord!':. WhiCh, provided for. o
et Lao. - involvement. . Lantian neutrality, prohibited _i

But the officials denied re- In the apparent abscnce of,, the introduction of foreign .’
ports that perhaps as many"; - a uniform Whitg House direc- . {roops in any capacity.
ac a thousand civilian agents , five on what is public and . 7Tme U, S, began to train the .+

: o . “what _is private, State Dept.' M. . -
were helping to train the ir- and Defense Dept. spokesmen * - clande:t;tme‘ army of Maj. (zen’ 1
regular army of anti-Com-, are citing conflicting versicns = YENg-Pas IRé 16 provide Tac-

. munist.Mao -tribesmem. Théy . of -what they nassert is the  'tical air support for Laotian ' ¢

** said that — at most—there.y Situation, L "' government troops when it be- #

- #re a hundred intelligence” = _Last weck, the Pentagon ° came evident that North Viet- ‘}

i e ——y -

agents in the beleaguered -:(lisl)%dossee;ivi;:re}xelr{'. s?ihc}:aadlégsit“{ nam was training rebe] Pathet .~ "}

Asian kingdom, " Monday a Defense Dept....Lao tribesmen to overthrow .;,
This disclosure was: spokesman  corrected ' the., the neutralist government.

"~ prompted by a Pentagon ad-""'record to reflect that Joss When the Co i ine i)
mission ~ Monday that w0 ' since 1964 three year mis _ ed Patnes Laon:g;ggt?; t:ﬁ;;- .
civilians were among the  take in sombody's figuring. . ped up their attacks, the U. S, = '

. Tepular U. S. mlhtaryipirsorir- State Dept. officials are so-- increased its military opera.-. .

,{"gl feared dead or missing In . .oncerned about figures leak- . tions, reportedly including the =
A°5- ¢ Kesni e - ing out that the Laotian desk ~ diversion of B-52 bombers . 1
fused 1o oo e hethan o7 officer refuses to confirm a.. from attacks on the strategic . )

figure used by a senior de-!..Hog Chi Minh trail to Commu-
. parfment gtrricial in public n.'qiistv strongholds. in northern -
L b X . testimony bhefore a congres- ' Laos, e ’
originally included in the 193
nirﬁmn ym‘knowlodgcd Jast - Slonal subcommittee, This has brought a barrage
werk as miasing. . v According to the Ameriean , . of ertticism  from Congress
But the spokesman  dise . embassy In Vientlane, there s that the U. S, s falling inte
closcd that one of the clvillans " * - are 2350 Americans in Laos . the same kind of bottomlicss
| was scen being captured and —833 U, S. government em- ,: “Vietnam pit” that will take.
. presumably is still alive. De.-"-'ployees and the rest depen.' ' yeare of fighting and count- *
fense Dept. sources said that® ¢ dents, This ‘does ‘not include - less’casualties.to get out of.
' [ L S AL .

CEEN A3 ‘ ’
ey .

N e ot e e
N‘ . . . . R T S iy
L anany cshmaabialih AR A L L .

©iwo civilians, later identified’
as intelligence agents, were

—-—

———

L4
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Hanoi Using Lacs to Test 'Nixon |

Like a recurring stomach
ache that eventually starts you
worrying about ulcers, a mis-
erable crisis called Laos just
keeps coming back.

And it poses the most seri-
ous challenge yet to ““the Nix-
on doetrine” of a “‘low profile”
for the United Stales in the
Far East.

Laos again is in danger of
being overrun completely by
Communists, especially North
Viclnamese troops. President
Nixon is faced with showing
that he can handle this crisis
better than his three predeces-
sors in the White House.

Dwight D. Eisenhower agon-
jzed over Laos, beat down a
Thailand proposal to put
troops in and clean out the

Communists, then bequeathed -

a rising erisis to young John
F. Kenncedy.

Kennedy quickly saw that he
could cither let the Commu-
nists have this Idaho-sized
country or he could put in U.S,
combat troops to stop them or
he could try to work out a
peace agreement. :
_ Kennedy tried the latter, ex-

“pull out foreign troops, and the

SULNGTION STAK

tracting an agrcement from
Nikita Khrvshchev during the
1961 summit meeting in Vien-
na, that the United Stales and
the Soviet Union would not
risk war over Laos. Their deal
was consummaled in Geneva -
in 1962, Both sides agrecd to
United

States  complied by

- withdrawing 666 “military ad-

visers" before the Oct. 7, 1062,
deadline. But only 40 North
Victnamese troops came out ;
past the International Control
Commission checkpoints, leav-
ing Laos's neutralist premier,
Souvanna Phouma, to com-
plain that thousands of North

Vietnamese troops were stay-
“ing to try to overthrow his

government,
Lyndon B. Johnson found a
hallway point between the ex-

nists take Laos and sending in
U.S. combat forces. He com-
mitted U.S. planes, bombs,

. plate.
- represents in terms of a Com-

Thus Johnson waged almost
full-scale war against the
Communists in Laos while ev-

eryonc's attention was focused ¢

on the unsecret war in Viet- -

nam.

Now that indigestible crisis -

is on Nixon's
And whatever else it

called Laos

munist threat to all Southeast
Asia, it is a special challenge

" to this President.

* deut to-reveal some practical
. specifics about “the Nixon
. doctrine.”

As the Communists take the

" Tlain of Jars and swecp on-

. 4

ey adfdnlihd
Uf:u ina
would secem to have ruled out
sending  combat  troops Lo
Laos, although the President
might decide that this is overt
aggression from North Viet-
nam, a circumstance in which
he vagucly left the door vpen
for a commitment of U.S.
forees.,

What makes it more trouble-
some for Nixon is his certain
knowledoe that the Laos oflens

. sive is Hanoi's lefthanded way
First, it will force the Presi- -

ward, the military situation is .
about the same as it was nine
years ago when Kennedy con- |

cluded he had to go to Geneva

. or go to war.
- tremes of letting the Commu- &

But a Geneva conference is

“out of the question for Nixon.
" He has inade it clear that he
. finds the Paris peace confer-

of intensifying the Vielnam
war in defiance of all of Nix-
on's not-sn-veiled warnings
and in violation of commit-
ments made at the time the
United States stopped bombing
North Vietnam.

There is no greater fiction
than to pretend that the war in

. Laos is separate from the con-
. flict in Vietnam. From the big

.

air bases at Sattahip, Korat,

“and Udorn in Thailand, across

" Laos and onward to the far-

commando raiding units, and \/ence a bore, so he could hard- .

CIA operatives to a secret war
and encouraged the Thais to
do some things Eisenhower

‘was reluctant to have them do. ,

ly opt for a confercnce on
Laos, not that the Communists:

are likely to agree lo one. -

- units
Yet,,: the - Nixon . doctrine N

‘

thest . reaches of South Viet-
nam, it has been one war for

_years, Planes out of Thailand

have struck at Communist
in Laos as often as a
target in North Vietnam. Air-
fields in Laos have been used

“to strike at targets in North

and South Vietnam, as well as
to harass Communist units
moving down the Ho Chi Minh
Trail in Laos.

The first time I heard Nixon
warn that the United States
would take stern action if the
Communists increased the lev-
el of warfare, I knew thatit
was inevitable that Hanoi
would test him. When he went
to Asia to talk about a lowered
profile for the United States in
that part of the worid, I knew
that it was inevitable that the
Communists would scon start
probing to find out just how
Jow that profile might be.

Well, the moment of truth
seems to be near. With char-
acterist'c  devilishness, the
Communists have challenged-
in a little landlocked piece of

‘real estate that might not be

worth a dollar an acre in the
normal context of things.

But in the context of worid
politics and world power — not
to mention U.S. domestic poli-
tics — Lagsis worth a bundle.

We learned @ lot about Ei-
senhower, Kennedy and John-
son [rom the way they handled
— or did not handle — the
challenge of Laos. As Nixon
grapples with it, we shall
learn a lot more about him
and his forcign policy than we
could divine from’13 months of

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R00083826008 4
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é hais face economic hurdles

BY JAMES FOSTER
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer -

- BANGKOK —~  Thailand

must surmount formidable
economic hurdles in the next .

_iwo years if it is to contain’

. per cent of Thailand’s foreign .
exchange income, are at a -

the threat of Communist in-
surgents.

Rice exports, source of 30

flS-year low. Last year's crop

was of poor quality. World |
demand was off generally.

i,
The outlock for teak and '

rubber is not much better, Tin - ¢
" pect of record spending — up |

and corn exports are little
above levels of four years

,4g0.

At the same lime, U. S.

‘Government spending in Thai-

land, grown to about $250
million per year, is expected
to drop by one-third this year
and another third in 1971
because of cutbacks in the
50,000-man  U. S, military"
force here,

¥ & % .
AMERICAN SERVICEMEN
on rest and recreational leave
from Vietnam pour about $60

‘millinn — one third of Thai-

land’s tourist dollars — into
quick circulation here, This

~will shrink with U. 8. lmop
, withdrawals from Vietnam, |,

t

Thafland’s balance of trade
has shown a $500 million

, deficit for two cunsecuuve

. Jeurs, Its balance " of * pay-

W e A-ns PEIVPRTUR o PR

'
i
l
!
|

ments this year is expected to-
show a deficit, Jirst in a
decade. During the peak of
construction of U. S. Air

bases, more than 40,000 Thai .

workers were employed at

better-than-average wages.. "

These airfield complexes are

__,lalgely completed and operat.

ing as launch points for U. S.
air  strikes  against the
Communists in Laos and Viet- -
nam, The workers are ]obless
and restiess.

Despite this bleak oullook.
Thai officials face the pros.-

14 per cent this year on top of -
a 10 per cent increase last
yecar — to finance a double-"
barreled attack against
Communist insurgeney in the
north and northeast.

¥ 1
SOCIAL PROGRAMS are.

-aimed at raising the standard .
of living, but military *
.programs must keep the in--

, surgency under control until

the social programs have a "

chance to take root.

Rural police have been in--
creased from 34,000 to 47,000
in the past three years. Spe-
cial counterinsurgency schools|
have been established, staffed
mainly © by former Green
Berels now working for “the

Also, men must he
indd" 10 use the increased
nmount ol mlutary hardware‘

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 :
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. tanks, MI16 rifles, HU1 hel:

" construction materials. Also |

" munications and mtelhgence

the United Stales is pouring
into Thailand as part of the
. Nixon policy of lettmg Asians
fight their own wars. }

The United States admits to*
supplying “an array of mod-
ern weapons,” including M41 -

‘copters, F5 supersonic fight-
ers, jet-powered gunboalts, | 4
ordnance, fuel, vehicles, and‘

there is  considerable com-..

act1v1ty

These weapons are not used
in the massive, clandestine U, !
S. operation against Commu-f
nist forces in Laos and Viet- |
-nam, They are intended for;
Thais to use on each other'
and on their neighbors fromi

 bordering Laos and Cambodia
. who have been infiltrated and!

stirred up by Commumst;
“agitators, o

These financial demands |
are saddling a country where ;

- per capita income is only $150.
‘per year and corruption is:
" said to skim -at least 15 per,

cent of the cream of all tax
revenues, .. . ____/4

/
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RICE RUNS— AND ARMS

7 JAN 1970

.helicopters,
Air America employs 133
American pilots, Continental

N Ln Qﬁm:n(‘ - b
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE"

‘Special 1o The Star

VIENTIANE — The United
States is almaost tolally respon-
sible for the logistics of Lao
‘government forces in the cur-
rent war against North Viet-

namese and Communist Pa- -

thet Lao forces in Laos, well-
informed sources here admil.

Top Lao officials no longer
bother to deny the fact. “We

could not do without Amcrican .

logistic support. We necd it to

'survive against the Commu- -

nists,”” says one Laotian.
| This American logistics op-
eration is carried out entirely
by American civilians and by
U.S. military men in
civilian-cover roles. This is be-
cause Washington shies away
from admitting its military in-
.volvement in Laos for political
reasons.

Both the men and aireraft
-concerned in these operations,

therefore, are claimed by U.S. -
officials to be — and often are
1— par} of the yearly $52 mil-

lion aid program in Laos. .

The operations include the
movement of troops, ammuni-
tion and food to baitle arcas in
the mountains, and evacuation

ot government wounded. The
missions are often under fire
and are carried out by two

Amecrican companics — “Air
Amcrica” and *Continental
Airlines.”

' Questioned by reporters
about these companies, U.S.
Embassy offlicials give the

stock reply that the firms are.

private companics under char-

ter to the Amecrican Agency

for Inlernational Develop-
ment. According to the embas-
sy officials, the two companies
are engaged in flying rice to
200,000 refugees made up
mostly of tribespeople {leeing
North Vietoamese and Pathet
Lao treops. . .

The beauty of this replyis
that Air America, besides iis
miiitary activities, does fly
.many thousands of tons of rice
"and other foodstulfs to the ref-
ugees.

To bolster this image, corre-

Ll ), me
Nt BTN

employs 73,

The two companies have ap-
proximately 70 aircraft and 20
helicoplers  which carry out
both AID and arms flights, Air

il Spme lionel
ieig supplied

ﬁ v r ['—:Dq , Americ‘:a pil%tsq é‘C((!)ClVC base
Cy ATy AL AT TR e R A N . pay of arond $20,000 per year
. u __’a E ue i {j@ i :_J.:j i Ueg_) s for 70 flying hours, a month,

] : Tlours over 70 arc overtime
kok to Udorn. There they are "at higner pay rales.
stored in concrele warchouses The pilots arc worth every
encircled by a scrics of wire dollar, Laos terrain and
. fences with manned sontry weather meandangerous,
" towers and floodlights. Storage flying conditions. Craggy
areas are spaced wide apart to ' mountains arc covered by lay-
Jprevcnt attacks by Thai Com-! ors of thick fog, smoke from

27 .
(2
munist terrorists. tribesmen burning off forest
At Udorn, ammunition is for opium ficlds, or are hidden
Joaded aboard C123 transports. by monsoon rains.
LAOS

These transports, colored sil-  Aboard a green, unmarked
ver, have no identification Air Amecrica H34 “Sikorsky”
marks apart from a “Stars & hclicopter with an American
Stripes” on the tail. crew, this correspondent sat
Informed sources say the on boxes of 1336 hand grens:
planes arc chartered to the (des with two teen-aged Lao!
Central Intelligence AgencyWtroopers who clutched their.
for these particular flights.  carbines fearfully as we cir-
wacn plane’s Joad and des-  cled looking vainly in a thick
tination is decided by Amcri— mountain fog for our landing ,
: o can “Requirements Oifice”  zone north of the royal capital, |
~spondents are allowed to go on  personnel. The Requirements Luaung Prabang, '
these rice-drop {lights. Finally we skimmed be-

#
VIENT{;%{:-/M
a5 [}

‘@ Uﬂo;ﬂ .
THAILAND

* The aircraft, usually a C47 -the Amcrican aid compound in
transport, is loaded with 5 tons ; Vientiane comes under CI

of rice by Filipino, Thai and -and Pentagon auspices, Amer-

Lao cargo handlers at Vienti- icanssay. ]

ane’s Wattay Airport. Any- Its location is the aid com-
where from 20 to 50 minutes pound is part of the cover sto-
.after takceoff, the plane drops IY. :
into a mountain bowl or cic- There are presently 87 re-

- cles over a ridge partially hid- quirements officers in Laos,
“They arc ex-military person- fwere on swrounding ridges

den by clouds. i . ]
While the craft circles, two (el hired by the CIA. Some o

'Office, though it is situated iy

tween two barecly seen peaks
to land on a site 100 yards
square encircled by a shallow
trench witky bunkers. Govern-
ment troopers unloaded the
grenades, and within minutes,
the chopper was back inthe.
air. The crew was in a hurry
because Communist  troops

tand the tiny garrison feared a

Americans in the cockpit scan . them control warchouses bulg- - mortar attack on the helicop-

the drop zone for recognition .
signals showing the arca is in:

“friendly hands. Then a bell |

buzzes, signalling the drop is
on. “Kickers” . (cargo han-
dlers) — usually Thais — trun-

. dle the rice sacks stacked on

plywood pallets down a roller
coaster of metal strips and
wheels to the fusclage door.
Then the sacks are sent cas-
cading down to the drop zone,
The plane flics 7 times round
under the mountain peaks,
then heads back to Vientiane
* for another load, .

Base in Thailand

Correspondents,  however,
are not officially permitted on
the arms flights. These flights
originate from what pilots re-
fer to as *“Tango” -—Ameri-
ea’s Udorn airbase in north-
east Thailand, 32 miles from
the Lao border.

plies are_trucked from Bang-

‘ing . with arms and other mili-
tary ecquipmient upcountry..
he warchouscs are marked
'as aid warchouses.

ter.
Amcricans Nervous

Sitting later in' a Lao com-

Dropping or landing zones mand post under Communist
for both AID and arms car- fire, this reporter heard a Lao-
gocs arc known by Air Ameri- tian major talking nervous.
.ca pilots as' ‘sitcs.” Thesec Americans onio their drop:
isites are assigned numbers run. “What the hell is going on,

from 1 up to as high as200; down there,” asked one nerv-' .

mames are scldom used. Other - ous pilot, seeing the bursting
isites have girl’'s names suckk rounds from a Communist
las “Mary,” or names derived - morlar, .
from code such as “Hotel In- “It’s all right, come on in,”
dia.” . the Lao major radiocd calmly.
. The sites are divided into Some of the Ci23s missed the
“Lima,” sites where larger ‘drop zone but the last aircraft -

Ammunition and other sup-

‘aireraft can land, and STOL
sites (short landing and take-
off) for Air Amecrica’s single
engined IHclio Couriers and
Pilatus Porters. . ‘
Some sites can only take a
helicopter, L

Over 200 Pilots Used

Y Cargoes are takea by trans-
rts to Lima sites, then disd

tributed by light aircraft and

put its load of lots of 200 105
mm. howitzer ammunition on

- the center of the zone — and.

. Lao troops whooped it up.

- Other American crewmen
are drawing more dangerous
assignments.

One helicopter pilot said be

" heen landing Lao commandos.

“right on top of Pathet Lao

' command posts” under auto-

'~ ‘ matic gun fire.

STATINTL
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By Wilfrcd Burchett .

Guardian staf| correspondent '
\

Paris
When the U.S. Senate adopted a resolution Dec. 15 which

appeared to end further American intervention in Laos and Thai- !

land, there was a public sigh of relicf.
The resolution was the result of a Senate inquiry, stimulated

by public and Congressional alarm over U.S. activities in Laos and ..

the disclosure of a secret agreement to move into Thailand
whenever the Pentagon thought necessary. But when the text was
published, it became clear the measure would permit the Nixon
administration to continue and perhaps to intensify those acts of
intervention the Scnate was supposcdly concerned with stopping. .

Thus it was nol surprising President Nixon could tell the
Senate the resolution was “definitely in line with administration.
policy™ or that White House press sccretary Ron Ziegler could say
it represented an “endorsement’ rather than a “curbing’ of that
policy. The actual wording had been adopted at a secret Senate
session after reporters had been cleared from the press gallery,
The phrase responsible for the initial *misunderstanding” was in a
rider to the defense appropriations bill stating “none of the funds
appropriated by this act shall be used to finance the mtroductxon
of American ground troops into Laos or Thailand. ... "

Everything that had provoked the indignant outbursts that led
to Senate hearings and the resolution would go on as usual.
“hailand would continue to be used as a base for aggression
against her neighbors, American B-52s would continue to usc the
giunt air bases at Utapao and Khon Kacen for their murderous
raids against the villages of South Vietnam, U.S, “Green Berets”
would continue to run lHeadquarters 333 at Udorn and use it as a
base for the American-officered Vang Pao mercenaries in their
attacks against Laotian patriots. Amecrican fighter-bombers would
continue to use the bases at Takhli, Korat, Udon and Ubon for
their attacks against South Vietnamesc and Laotian peasants.
Thailand would continue to commit acts of war, at the Penta-
gon's bidding, against the pcoples of South Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia, just as it previously had permitted Thai bases to be
used for the U.S. bombing of North Vietnam.

Not colonized

Until recent years the Thais were proud to claim that their
country had never been colonized. In the days of the old rivairies
of British and French imperialism in Southeast Asia, bath striving
for the richer prize of South China, there was a tacit agreement.
Thailand would not be colonized, but would be a sphere of
British influence. Now the Thais realize they have been colonized
by the U.S. through the *‘back door”. thh an ofﬁcmlly-admxttcd
48,000 U.S. troops on their soil, U.S. “advisors” running’ the
armed forces, U.S. helicopter pilots shooting down liberation

fighters in the Nosthern and Northeastern regions of the country -

and Thai mercenary troops fighting in South Vietnam and Laos.

{low did this happen? The offigial U.S. reply is, as with Laos,
that it was all becuuse of North Victnamese “a;,grcsslon" against
Laos and South Vietnam. The actual reuson is Washington's

deterannation to establish he over Southeast Asia, control
clermination 10 RY SrovEd For Release 2001/03/04 : C
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the rich natural resources of the arca and transtorm states border-

“ing China into military bascs for the “roll-back” policy initiated

in the carly 1950s. X _
Americun military intérvention started in the second half of

1950 (cconomic penetration began much earlicer), long before the
“Geneva Agreements had divided Vietnam into a “North™ and

“South™ or the existence of **Ho Chi Minh trails” and other such
post-datum pretexts for intervention, In August 1950, an Ameri-
can military mission headed by Gen. Graves B, Erskine arrived in
Thailand 1o inspect airficld and port facilitics, road and rail
communications and make an appraisal of Thailand’s military,
polential. The oulcome was a treaty of *“economic and technical
cooperation™ signed on Scpt. 19, 1950, followed by a “Mutual
Defense™ treaty signed on Oct. 17, 1950 between Washington and
the Thai military dictator, Marshal Pibul Songgram, (The latter
hud overthrown a liberal constitutional government in a military
coup three years carlier and ‘he headed the first of a series of
military dictatorships which have continucd in one form or

“ another until the present day.,

When SEATO was established under U .S. pressure in Septem-
ber 1954 1o offset the Geneva Agreements and rob the Viet-
namese of the legitimate fruits of their victory, Songgram, the
recipient of lavish U.S, “aid,” was one of the most enthusiastic
participants. Bangkok became the SEATO headquarters, Thailand
the site of annual SEATO military maneuvers. When the US.
started pressuring Cambodia to abandon its neutrality and join
SEATO und Prince Sihanouk refused, Thailand provoked frontier
Ll.nhcs coordinated with those on Cambodia’s Eastern border
staged by the Diem dictatorship in Sangon-—and sent planes deep
into Cambodian territory.

Later a ClA-subsidized organization, the 'so-called “Khmer
Serei” (Free Khmer), chased from its bases in South Vietnam by -
the NLF was transferred to Thailand, from where bands of armed

. raiders were sent across the border to try and overthrow the

ncutral regime of Prince Sihanouk.

Gradually Thailand was pushed into more and more open
war-like activities against its neighbors. When the right-wing
Laotian dictator, Gen. Phoumi Nosavan was overthrown in
August 1960 and replaced by the neutralist Prince Souvanna
Phouma in Laos, Thailand immediately clamped down a blockade
on all supplies to Vientiane, the Laotian capital, but permitted
U.S.-airlifted supplies to pour into Nosavan’s base in Southern
Laos. ‘When Nosavan was ready, his troops were transported
through Thai terntory to attack Vientiane from the Thailand side
of the Mekong river, which forms the Thax-Laohan border at that
point.

Nosavan's troops captured Vientiane at the end of 1960 but
the neéutralist and Pathet Lao troops took “in éxchange™ the
strategic Plain of Jars. The American response to this was to’
dispatch so-called “white star' tcams of U.S. military “advisors™
to stiffen Nosavan's forces—one team to each battalion. When this
did not work and Nosavan suffered repeated dcfeats in his at-
tempts to retake the Plain of Jars, the U.S. rushed the 7th Fleet’
to the Gulf of Thailand and the first 500 Marines with helicopter
units to Northeast Thailand—the first step in the serious implanta-
tion of U.S. military forces there. This was in April 1961, over
eight months before similar helicopter units were sent to South
Vietnam.

In May 1962, after anothcr catastrophic defeat of the Nosavan
forces at the battle of Nam Tha, the 7th Fleet brought a few
thousand more Marines into Thanland o

By that time more base facilities were “needed" in Thailand to’
support the U.S. effort in South Vietnam. Later, with the start of
the bombings in North Vietnam and the commitment of US.
combat troops in the South, there was still further exparision of
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U b base fu.xlm«.s m?morc troops to service and defend them.

On March 21, 1967, the huge air base at Utapao was completed !
and \\’ushinglon extracted a treaty cnabling its usc for B-52 raids
against Victnam, which started immediatcely. ’

For years, the fact that Thailand was an *‘attack-free sanctu-’
ary” for the U.S. Air Force, with over 80%. of the raids on
Vicinam siaged from there, was kept secret from the American
people. Gbviously it could not be kept secret from the people of .
Thailand, especially for those whose villages and means of liveli-
hood were destroyed.

Discontent gradually fanned into armed resistance in several
parts of the country. Under the feudal military dictatorship of
Bangkok, the tribespeople and the Laotian and Muslim minorities
are treated as second-class citizens, The Laotians, almost all of
whom have relatives on the other side of the frontier, have an
added grudge against the Bangkok regime and its American back-
crs, becausc they know what is happening to their kmsfolk in
Laos and the U.S.-Thailand role in all this.

Trouble in the North started when Bangkok decndcd to ¢n-
force government control over an area where govcrnment had
scarcely reached before. The first taste of government “presence”
was in the form of troops and armed police. As in Laos and the
mountain villages on the other side of the frontier in China, the
tribeswomen wear their wealth in the form of silver ornaments,
heavy bracelets, necklaces and ear-rings,
generation to generation. The first troops and armed police to

arrive in the Meo villages started arresting the women in the Will be no change in Ameyican | PO'I'»)‘

maurket places on the flimsiest of pretexts to steal the ornaments.
Al the sume (ime, Bangkok radio started a propaganda cam-
paign in the tribal languages about the government being the
“mother and father”™ of the people and that any.problems should
be brought to the notice of the nearest.district headquarters. One
vilage headman, who went down to the district government.
office to report about the outrages against the women of his
village, was arrested and summarily exccuted as a “communist
agent.”
taken,
The U.S. and Bangkok reauxon was two-fold: planes to bomb
the village and a team of American anthropologists to study what
- there was in the psychological and physiological make-up of the
local tribespeople to turn them towards “communism.” That was
«in the spring of 1967. Since then American-piloted helicopters
and planes with orders ‘‘to shoot only if fired on”—the classic
formula used at the start of operations in South Vietnam-—have
been supporting Thai troops to put down what has developed
into a “chronic state of insurgency,” in the language of the
Pentagon,
International attention was dramatically alerted to the situa-
tion in the North in November 1968 when a guerrilla force,
officially stated to number around 500 but which must have been
‘much greater, virtually took over the three Northern provinces of
Phitsanulok, Phetchabun and Loey. Tanks and aircraft and troops
brought in by U.S. planes were used to try and suppress the revolt
in a campaign that lasted over two months, Communiques issued
in the name of the Thai People’s Liberation Army in mid-January
1969 claimed guerrillas shot down 25 aircraft and helicopters and
put out of action 300 troops and police,
The Thai People’s Liberation Army was the name adopted Jan.
1, 1969, by the Peoples Armed Forces which were constituted
shortly after the formation of the Thailand Patriotic Front in
1965 and in whose name guerrilla activities had been waged until
that time.
] In the Northeast regions resistance is also under ‘way. Am-
- bushes on police and troops and attacks on police stations—both
aimed primarily at building up arms’ stocks—have been frequent
‘occurrences.

The area of most action recently has been in the South and
Southwest where Chin Peng's guerrillas, battle-hardened from
fighting the Japanese in World War II and the British afterwards,
form the nucleus of a growing resistance movement. Repeated
combined sweeps by the Malaysian-Thai sccurity forces, have
only reinforced the guerrilla ranks and swelled their stocks of
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another way of saying the resistance movement is active through-
out the whole region,

Although the resistance has started first in’ rural regions,
among those who are doubly exploited for racial as well as class
reasons, there is actually general discontent throughout the land. -
In the cities, especially in Bangkok, it takes the form of a demand
for an end to U.S. intervention, the departure of U.S. troops, the .
withdrawal of Thai troops from South Vietnam, the adoption of :
a neutral policy in foreign affairs and recognition of Pcoplc
China. _

Campaigning in favor of such policies, the opposition Demo-
cratic party swept the polls in municipal elections in Bangkok
Sept. 2, 1968, winning 22 out of 24 seats and 11 out of 24 in the
twin city of Thonburi. In elections for the House of Representa-
tives on Feb. 10, 1969, the Democratic party won all 21 scats in '
Bangkok-Thonburi. It was only in the capital that the ruling junta
could not rig the elections in favor of the Unjted Thai Peoples
Party of the prime minister, Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn.

In the race ot pressure of U.S. and Thai opinion, Wushington
has stated that it will reduce its forces in Thailand by 6000 men
by July 1, 1970, according to a U.S, statement of Sept, 30, The
fact that it is to take nine months to withdraw 6000 men is a
measure of the reluctance of the Pentagon to give up its military -
presence in Thailand. Flirther revealing U.S. intentions, Nixon has
Fizid Mar-
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The news soon got back to the village and revenge was
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