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For some time | have been disturbed by the way the CIA has been
diverted from its original assignment. It has become an operational and’
at times policy,-making arm of the government. | never thought when !

set up the LLIA that it. would be injected into peacetime cloak-and-
dagger operations. —.ex-President Harry S. Truman.
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‘. VOTHING has happened since that pronouncement by
N the agency’s creator in December 1963 to remove or
reduce the cause for concern over the CIA's develop-
ment. As currently ‘organized. supervised, structured and
led, it may be that the CIA has outlived its uscfulness.
Conceivably. its very existence causes the President and the
Nationa! Security Council to rely too much on clandestine
operations. Possibly its reputation, regardless of the facts, is
now so bad that as a foreign policy instrument the agency
has become counter-productive. Unfortunately the issue of
its efficiency, as measured by its performance in preventing
past intelligence failures and consequent foreign policy
. fiascos, is always avoided on grounds of "secrecy”. So
American taxpayers provide upwards of $750,000,000 a
-year for the CIA without knowing how the money is spent or
to what extent the CIA fulfils or exceeds its authorized
intelligence functions. »

The gathering of intelligence is a necessary and legitimate
activity in time of peace as well as in war. But it does raise
a-very real problem of the proper place and cor_\trol of
agents  who are required, or authorized on their own
recognizance, to commit acts of espionage. In a democracy
it also poses the dilemma of secret activities and the .values
of a free society. Secrecy is obviously essential for espionage
but it can be — and has been — perverted to nide intelligence
activities even from those with the constitutional re-
sponsibility 1o sanction them. A common rat:pnahzauon is
the phrase “if the Ambassador/Secretary/President doesn't

know he won't have to lie to cover up.” The prolonged birth' :
of the CIA was marked by a reluctance on the part of

- politicians and others to face these difficulties, and the

agency as it came to exist still bears the marks of. this
~indecision. . :

What we need to do is to examine how the U.S. gathers

its intelligence, and consider how efiective its instruments

/ are and what room there is for improvement. Every govern-

ment agency muApproved Faf. R fégéﬂé’.zw o4
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life human aspect of espionage and secret operations. At this
level the stakes are lower and the “'struggle frequently takes

bizarre and even ludicrous twists. For, as Alexander Foote ..
noted in his Handbook for Spies, the average agents real .
difficulties are concerned with the practice of his trade. The -

setting up of his transmitters. the obtaining of funds, and
the arrangement of his rendezvous. The irritating administra-
tive details occupy a disproportionate portion of his waking
life.” , e B
As an example of the administrative hazards, one day in
1960 a technical administrative employee of the CIA
stationed at its quasi-secret headquarters in Japan flew to
Singapore to conduct a reliability test of a local recruit. On
arrnival he checked into one of Singapore’s older hotels to
receive the would-be spy and his CIA recruiter. Contact was
made. The recruit was instructed in what a lie detector test
does and was wired up, and the technician plugged. the
machine into the room’'s electrical outlet. Thereupon it
blew out all the hotel's lights.” The ensuing confusion and
darkness did not cover a getaway by the trio. They were
discovered, arrested. and jailed as American spies. -

By itself the incident sounds like a sequence from an old
Peters Sellers movie, however, its consequences were not
nearly so funny. In performing this routine mission the
CIA set off a two-stage international incident between
England . and the United States, caused the Sccretary of
State to write a letter of apology to a foreign chief of state.

made the U.S. Ambassador to Singapore lock like "the -

proverbial cuckold., the final outcome being a situatiof -

wherein the Uniled States Government lied in public —
and was caught! .
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. LOMDON, Junc 14 (By airmail)
— The western press began a vili-
fication campaign against one of
the (up to now) favorite sons of
neo—colomalxsm in Asia: Prime
Ministar Lee Kuan Yew of Singa-
pore. It sceras that Lee has dared
to rap the kauckles cf foreign
fingers that want to get a grip on
singapore’s press.

Only approval came f:om the
Brm<‘1 and U.S. press when Lee
Kuan Yew in 1224 outlawed Ieft-
wing cpposition pariies and jailed
‘thair members without trial. '

In the past year or so Lee has
embar ed on a slightly inore nou-
“tral foreizn policy, enlering con
diplomatic and  trade rcinlicus
with the Soviet Union and even
paying an cfficial visit to” Mos-
cow. . o
- The Soviel airline, Aercilot,
-pow has a dirzct route to Singa-
pore, and recenily talks have baen
held regarding use of repair and
refitling facilities in  Singapore
dockyards by Soviat naval vessels.
Britain, which is in the process of
relinquisiing its ezormous Singa-
pore naval base, once the symbol
of British imperial power in Asia,
has been somewhat ane “)L.ctlc
over taat prospect.

: Trousle withpress

Early ia Iay, Lee unleashed an
attack on the i*ewsr-aper Bastern
Sun, that had b2on pursuing a pro-
Ameriean, pro-govarnment, anti-
Communist line. La2 charged that
the proprietors of the Easicin S
had recsived $1.5 millicn from
Chinase sources, via Hong Koag.
The . governmicnt charge  vias
that the paper would continue ils
present editorial policy for scme
time and then gradually shift toa
pro-Peking lne. Iis proprieidis,
confrontad with evidence, did not

make a Genizl, its staff resigned,

and the paper ceased publicntion
on May 15. .

This incident aroused no protest

from the westera prass. Indeed,

it was reported favocably. '
An e‘mtcly ciffarent - reaction

‘came, however, when Led Huan

Yew {o!!owed this up with a sim-,

ilar atlack on jhe Sincarera
Heovald; which Lo
last J'.:!_,’ as an anti-gevernmnt
* paper. Tha o-*‘".:“e ilorald was

proxegh:F oriRettass
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o-wms ot which ware diffictlt to
trace through a labyrinth of links
with Korng Iong and Mealaysia.
One source was visible: the paper
was allowed an overdraft of
$125,600 by the Chase Manhattan
Baiik of New York.

“In its 10 meaths of o‘.»rahon .

the Siapnzore B ercid has tesn

running at a hzavy loss, heace the’

'overdr. ft. The managing directer
cf McGraw Hill's I'ar Eastern
branch has haid an m.cr st in the

paper. - : Sy

In Lee Kuan Yew's accusation
of a forcign plot to contrel the
Singapore press.~be said: “or-’
eizn capital coming to °"-"°coru
to start a newspapar does itot toke
the Gevernmeant on if it wants to
macke monay. It is oaly prepan,d
to take the Governmeat on if it
is 'after so*net-u.)g other than
monay ‘.nd is p.ecpr\.d to lo~
monay." - =

At the ‘end of M ay, the S,:""-'
peore Herzli's license to puz it vias
revoked and the paper’s foreizn
editor, an Australizn, was de-
poxt d. It was at this point, when
.22 Kvan Vow dared to totich a
rublication with U.S. and British
financing, that the westera press
came down on his head and ac-

cuzed bim of “murdaring” a free
press m Singapore.’ ' :

Ciduamed . :

Lec Kuan Yew's government
has not backed away from a {ight.
Th2 CIA was charged with organ
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cpcra ticus FD\I going on in Asia~
Amcag these is tha setiing up of
an Asia News Sarvice, bz S°d in
Hong-Keng, which vas aunounced
in t; Eriiish press a fow months
azo and i3 laled with the Londen
Tirnés and Financial Times and
with U.S.newspapars. Recently,
©a, i’“z:;-.-.a Pezt, owned by
the Eritish press magnate, Lord
T?zempson. merged  with  the
American-owncd ..an'r'.o" World,
to forra a new A! iad Ncww
Ltd. .

Thase signs cf a ‘concer ;ed
irapesialist ca mpzimn to conliol
the Southeast Asian press and to
us2_ it as a weapon against any
independent trcnds away fron
neo-colonialisim can be szen, too

‘Ivl S

in the following. advertisernont

c.ig‘Ml frem  the Firancial
‘Times of Feb 5, 1971:

“Newsp’:mr Management
Soutlhieast Asia Asz:.n syndlcat(.
comprised of publishers of four
key English-language nevicpapers
in Singapore, Beoug Xonz and
IMaanila wish to obizin th" gervices
of an expaerienced - Newspaper
Manager. He will b2 cencerned
with the cevolepment of a recent-
1y establighed worning nevispaper
which has the backing of the s i
dicate, Terms ¢f service will in-
clude: full cost of passazz for the
successful applicant and family

‘to and.from tm. Un.t.t:l Kinzdom;

ain atieelive salavy, and an ele-
mant of prout sharing. - Arplica-
tions should- be addrossad to Box

izing an OPGT«UOD to COmet" JE4, Financial Times, 19 Caxmzn

bala‘w\. U.S. forced-withdravzal
frora Vietnam by intensifying
propaganda  control .over tin_
Asian press.

‘When asked for proof t‘nt the
CIA was bzhind- the Sinzapore.
Herald, Lee Kuan Yew rephed
that the CIA was not the only
U.S. gevernrment agency likely to
interfere in Singapora’s press, He
citzd the U.S. Informahr‘n Ser-
vice and the Voice of America.
Tha remindsr was made that gver.
a dzcade ago the Singapore gov-
ernment h_d uncover ..d ‘with dec-
umentary proef, a CIA conspiracy

‘to subvert the CO““ltI‘jS inde-
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press conspiracy have tech et
larged to peis ut to certain mcad

S‘lC‘t, !JC’.\. a1, EC ‘L LT
Anybedy wiant a job prometing

Nixow’s Guam Deetrine and

British Tory policy Itast of Suez?
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. SI\IGAPORY' June 11—~T‘1e
‘US. cmmbassy today denied
suggestions by Prime Minister
Lee Kvan Yew that an Ameri-
"¢an agency had been finaucing |
.the Singapore Herald. )
= The Lndhsh]anﬂuagc daily
“shut down May 28 when the
‘government withdrew  its.
“printing permit. Lee earlier
umplxed that the paper was’
linked - with “black” (subver- .
_sive) operations directed from -
,abroad
At a news confexcnce in °
II(’lSllﬂ\l yesterday, the prime
“minister said he believed the - .
‘OIA was not direcly involved - i
awith the Herald but added :

R T T

. that there were other agencies e
Yin the U.S. government, such. - ‘
jas the U.S. Information Serv- - : : ‘ :

1ce and the Voice of Amer ica.
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‘SINGAPORE:

BATTLE ™
“JOINED

. By IAN WARD
©s.. - In Singapore _
- §INGAPORE lcaders Jlast
~ . night opened their
campaign to rally support
-.for Mr Lee Xuan Yew,
_Prime Minister,, who has i
..come under heavy criticism
-:for- his tough measurcs :
against the Press. :
- The Government issued a
-sweeping  history of  “Dblack,
-.operations conducted by Ameri-
, cans, British and others who had
~ better :remain unmeitioned.”

- And jn a six-page statement
“from  the Chairman of the
Governinent-controlled * national
“trades - union  congress, asked
‘Singaporcans lo “ give the Gov-
-ernnient  the benefit™ of ‘the
«doublt™ until all facts” in  the
Press war were known,

This plea by Mr C, Devan Nair
_ dealt primarily with the Govern-
ment’s roiy with the English-
Janguage - SinY\apore' Herald,
i‘which last week quadrupled its
'eirculation after the Prime Min-
jster fired a serics of verbal
broadsides at its management
and gquestioned -its . financial
backing. S

3
.t

Staff rescuéA

An attempt to kill the paper
was frustrated by the staff —
who gave up their salaries and
went into” the streels to scli
.copies — and by the Chase Man..
haltan Bank, which has deferred
forcclosure on its mortgage, to
the Governmenl's annoyance.

Readers used_lo a highly re-’
J strained Press 7 have  been!
stunned by the Herald’s cdi-
torial content these past fow.
days -as columun after column

qeaders and {heir policies.

" Newspaper comment through--
out the region has overwhelm-
ingly _supported ' the " paper'’s
stand_to the point that Mr Lce’
appears  to  be  facing  the
‘toghtest political test of his 11°
.years as leader. . o

Last night's statement by Mr,
Devan |, Najr predicted that a
nuwnber of Singaporeans ‘would"
‘| sooner or later have reason to
feel ashamed of themsclves for’
‘giving the benefit of the doubt
to the wrong side in the con-:
Jroutation. T

I -

lashed inlo the Government, its !

. A _hatural svmpathy for the:
Herald’s staff had served to ob-
scurc in some minds facts about
the protagonists in the affair.
On the one hand there werc the
clected leaders ¢f Singapore, on

i the other were the “ phscure as

well as notso-obscure foreign
‘politicians, financiers and guar-
“antors from a variety of foreign
“sources.” :

“C Y A eceused ':b

. v
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the % mounting anti-Singaporce.
clamour from Forcign sourccs
mainly centred in_that well-.
| known bechive of inlornnlmpal‘
' intrfgne, of ungly men serving
Yastern or Western’ masters—,
l!opgkong." § o
i his list of “black opera-
“tions " perpetraled jn Singapore,
“he nentioned the 1859 ¢ Chee
Swee Kee ™ case in which “large
sunis of American money from
_a bank in New York found its,
way into the pocket of a Singa-
‘porc "politician. o ’
«There was the case of &
CTA altempt to bribe a senior
Singapore intclligence oflicer,”.
and the “uniguely DBritish-type
of dual black eoperation—the,
Eden ]Iall.{aﬂ’air." e
-~ This was a rcference to mect-
ings held in 1960 between the
-then High Commissioner-General
in Singapore, Lord Selkirk, and
the Communist leader, Lim Chin
-Siong, who were supposed to
-have talked over cups of teca at.
Alie:  Pritish representative'’s
" official ‘residence, Eden Hall. 2
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