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Miss Lernoux is South American correspondent 'in Bogotd

for Copley News Service.

Back in 1956 when John Joster Dulles was warning the

" -British and the French to keep th

Canal, neither the State Department nor the Pentagon:

grasped the irony of the situation

»

‘Bogom
eir hands off the Suez

. 1t never crossed the

minds of those in government that what was good for
. . Egypt might also be good -for Panama. Not surprisingly,

- «the thought has since ‘occurred (o

the Panamanians, who

now are talkinig in carnest about nationalizing the Panama
. Canal rather than put up with Washington's intransigence
in revising the 1903 Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty.

.Gen. - Omar Torrijos, Panama’s

tough, straight-talking

strongman, already has threatened to march on the Canal

Zone on two occasions. Washington

burcaucrats who think

he is blufiiing could be in for a surprise. Torrijos may not
“be every Panamanian’s idea of a bencvolent dictator.
(He heads the National Guard, Panama’s combined police
and armed forces, but is not the President, who js only a

figurchcad.) However, Torrijos has machisimo, and the

‘guts to stand up to the United Sta
a highly prized Latin American virt

tes in a confrontation,
ue wiping out all other

. sins in Panamanian cyes. Morcover, his impatience at the

- failure of the United States to'come

to terms with Panama

- over the elimination of an outdated colonial enclave is
- shared by all Panamanians, who to a man would march on

the Canal Zone at Torrijos’ orders.
“I'm no admirer of Torrijos,”

said a former cabinct

n}inistcir’s wife, “but I have to admit the man has the
_courage of his convictions.” She was referring to an at-
tempted countercoip in December 1969, following
Torrijos” ouster of aging President Arnulfo Arias the pre-

vious year. While on a pleasure trip to- Mexico, Torrijos -
was informed he had been replaced by other military -

officials and was offered a handsome “pension” to stay
in Mexico City. Torrijos refused, hired a small plane and
landed in Panama at dawn to begin a triumphant march on

" the capital, all of which was telev

iscd nationally. From

that moment on, Torrijos was transformed from an obscure

~military officer into a national hero.

In delaying a Canal settlement, the United States also
is postponing any solution to the drug traffic from Europe

and South America which flows gh

rough Panama to the

United States. Duc to greater vigilance over the direct

Adantic route, large quantitics of
marijuana are being shipped via

heroin, cocaine and
Panama, a fact thé

Panamanian Government recognizes. “If we had more.
control over the Canal Zone, we might be able to cxercise
more "control over the drug traflic,” suggests Foreign
Minister Juan Antonio Tack. From the Panamanian
“viewpoint, there is no reason to cooperate with the United

States in solving its drug problem

if the United States

will not cooperate with -Panama by abolishing its claim

_to “perpctual sovercignty” over the Canal Zone. U.S.
Congressmen naturally want it the other way round,

- cracks down on the drug traffic.
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Panamanian and U.S. representatives are now in the
fourth round of negotiations since the January 1964 riots
which resulted in the deaths of twenty-two Panamanians
and four Americans. Both sides agree that the United
States should administer the Canal and provide for its

. defense. The United States also is willing to return some
of the unused land in the 553-sq.mile Zone, and hand
ver certain administrative functions, such as postal facili-
(ics. What- has stymicd the talks is the United Stafes’
jofusal o give Panama jurisdiction over Canal Zone
courts, police and .water supplies, in effect perpetuating
the Zone’s status as a “country within a country.” The
United States also wants the new treaty to extend inlo
the 21st century at which time “Panama would have an
" oplion to terminate the ftreaty if a satisfactory new

. arrapgement could not then be negotiated,” says Aanbassa-

dor David H. Ward, former deputy Under Sccrctary of
the Army and now a Canal treaty ncgotiator, “This will
end the perpetuity provision which has beeura substantial
cause of -dispute over the years.,” Ward assumes, of
‘course, that Panama is willing to wait another three or
“more decades. : o
- . C s
U.S. insistence fhat the Panmama Canal must be
“cfficiently administeréd and sccurcly defended” has been
strongly influcnced by the Pentagon, which the Panaman-
ian Government and American employees of the Panama
Canal Co. blame for U.S. intransigenice. However Rear
Adm. Gene La Roque, former director of the Inter-
American Defénse College and now head of the privately
sponsored Center for Defense Information, belicves the’
“Southern Command headquartered in the Canal Zone (as
well as the military groups in-Latin America attached
{o it) should be phased out because it no longer influcnces
or serves U.S. sirategic interests.
~ Until the: question of sovereignty is reselved, Panama,
will not discuss the issue of new.Canal tolls or a second
inter-occanic canal.” The government also says that the
duration of the new treaty will depend on how favorable
the terms are. _— .
Foreign Minister Tack points out that if United Fruit,.
of all companies, can eperalc without problems under
Panama’s laws, there is no rcason why Canal Zone resi-
dents cannot do the same. “How would the Amcricans
like it if a foreign government were allowed to rule a
‘territory within the United States?” he asks. In effect,
‘the U:S. Congress is responsible for cstablishing laws
within the Zone and a military governor is empowercd
"to enforee them. It has cven occasionally happened that a
Panamanian citizen has been arrested in the Zone, even
though. he did not live: or work there, and deported to
the United States. ' '
- One of the little publicized reasons why a U.S. Canal
study commission has ruled out Colombia as a possible
location for.a second inter-oceanic canal is the Colombians’
certain refusal to accept the United States’ condition of
a sovereignty clause. In fact, if the Panamanians had
had any say in the matter, they never would have accepted
the United States’ claim to “perpetual sovercignty” when
they declared independence from Colombia in 1903. As
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PANAMA'S ANSWER

May 1972
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ln{ their efforts to lovr'ce Panama to

back down in its demands for a revision .

of ‘the fettering agreement on the Fa:
nama Canal signed in 1903, the U.S. im.
perialists are ready to resort to every
possible . means, fair or foul—and the
record shows that most of them have
been foul. They began by attempting,
through their merceneries, to depose
General Omar Torrijos, the commander
of the National Guards and virtual lead-
er of the ruling junta. Then Washing-
ton's past masters at subversion began
instigating local capitalists, disgruntied
by the oconomic reforms, against the
Panamanian government. This was follow-
ed by attempts fo provoke conflicis
between the government and the
Church. And when the numerous plots
and provocations proved of no avail,
- another insidious imperialist weapon
was brought inlo play—slander.

It all begen with a “friendly visit"
fo Penama by Congressman John
‘Murphy, chairman of the House of Re-
preseniatives subcommilteé .on the Pa-
nama Canal. On. his return to Washing-
ton, Murphy, known to be one of the
most diehard -opponents of any revision
of the colonial status of the canal, di-
vulged a plece of sensational "news to
pressmen: the Panamanian Foreign Mi-
nister Juan Antonio Tack, assisted by
‘Moues Tormos, “the present Panamanian
" Ambassador in Madrid, had allegedly,
for their personal enrichment, organized
large-scale drug smuggling from Europe
fo the U.S.A, via the Panama Canal.

As the sponsors of this slanderous
anti-Panamanian campaign had anticipat-
‘ed, the U.S. press and news agencies
avidly picked up this “news.,” For the
Panal\anian Foreign Minister is one of
the most active advocates of revising
the old canal agreements and cancall-
ing .the {903 trealy. Moreover, the Pa-
namanian Ambassador in Madrid is the
brother of General Omar Torrijos, with
whose advent to the fore of Panamanian
political life Panama took a particularly
firm stand in claiming its legitimate
rights to the canal and the canal zone,
By their smear campaign, Murphy and
those behind him hoped to bring pres-
sure fo beer on the Panamanian leadsrs

ffok'm;"t'\‘ak'e them more . fractable
negotiations. on the canal now in pro-
gress in Washington.

tanged against those who mastermin-
ded it. The Panamanian government did
not take a defensive stance: within 24
hours it expelled from Panama three
U.S. " diplomats who had
Murphy sbout the alleged drug- traffic,
Juan Antonio Tack summoned the U.S:

Ambassador and told him that the Pa--

namanian authorities had strong evi-
dence that these diplomats were in fact
agents of the Ceniral
Agency (CIA). "The cause of the whole
affair,’ the Panamanian Foreign Mi-
nister fold iournahsfs, “is that of late
we have been takmg a more rigid sfand
at the canal talks with the Americans.”

Washinglon's brazen factics aroused
a storm of Indignation in Panama,

Photos of the “diplomats” flying home .

in the.

Operation Slander, howaever, boome-

"informed” ,

intelligence -

STATINTL -

A

from Tocumen airport in Panamanian

newspapers wera  captioned: - “Out
with  the ClA,"l “Out  with the
" Slanderers.” The U.S. State ' De-

parimenf had fo apologize-to the Pa-
namanian government.  Apologies were

tendered also by the U.S. Federal Bu-

reau of Narcotics and even by fhe Di-
rector-General of United Press "fnfer-
national, who had displayed particular
zeal in spreading the slanderous

fabrications.

What s most Important, however, [s
that the crude pressure exerted by the
U.S. has failed {o° soften the attitude
of Panama. "We are firmly resolved to
secure the fransfer of the Panama Ca-

..-nal zone under the jurisdiction of our
country,”

Foreign Minister Juan Antonio
Tack recontly stated, "U.S. imperiallsm
it suffering defeats In various parts
of the world. It will be deleated’ in
Panama as well" ' J. COBO
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- amoercans’ of  all culiures—-Iialian,
Polish, Slavie, Negro, Jowish, and In-
dian—are looking back ab their heritage
with now pride, They are finding and
cxpressing new-found identitics, Just as
the 1960’s oxpressed the vitality of
youth, I think the 1870's axe golng 1o
express the vitality of America’s diverse
culbures. ) -
" ffhe myth of the “American molting
pot” hes finally given way to the truth
that cach of us has retained the traits
- and virtues of owr forefathers, And it is
o grood thing, As we understand curselves
and the rich cultural heritage that is ve-
sponsible for much of how ecach of us is
put together, 1 think {here is going to
be a greater harvmony in America, We
are poing to discover that we are really
not all the zame and we are going to ac-
copt each other’s differences. Once we
do that, there is going {o be less prej-
udice and hate. X helieve that the truth
js poinhg to make us free of the antago-
nism many of us feel toward one another.

—t,
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CONGRIESS MUST MERT THE CRISIS
o AT PANAMA

/ e i
CHON, JORN B. RARICK
OF LOUISIANA .
AN THE HOUSE OF RRPRVSENTATIVES
W_cdncsr:!ay; October 13,1971

Wi RATICIZ, My, Spealer, in a state-

ment .on September 22, 1971, before the
Subcommittee on Inter-American Af-
fairs of the House Committee on Foreign
Afiairs, I strongly opposed the surrender
by the United States of any of ils treaty-
based sovercign rights, power, and au-
« thority over our territorial possession
known as the Canal Zone and urged
prompt favorable action on House Tieso-
lution 540 and other pending identical
resolutions sponsored by some 100 Mem-

bers of Congress. That statement was’

published in an extension’of my-remarks
in the CowerrssIONAL RECORD of Scptem-
ber 23, 1971, at page 19954 under the title
of “Panaina Canal Belongs to the United
States.” .

Since then much has happened. On
October 6, Panama, jn line wilh carlier
ithreats by ils officials, placed its case
for new canal treaties before the mem-
bership of the United Nations. Also, on
October 6, Yarold Lord Varncy, presi-
dent of the Committee on Pan American
Policy of New York, published an illum-
inating article in which he answers this
question: “Why is Mr. Nixon Giving

- Away the Canal Zone?” In this article,
Mr. Varney gives realistic interpreta-
tions of the dangers al Yanama that have
been denied the people of our country by
the mass news media of the United
Slates. : .

As the culminating cvents in a long

© . agitational campaign of hatred in the

Republic of Panama by its revolutionary
" military government against the United
States, there were mammoth demonstra~
tions on Oclober 11, in support of Fana~
manian demands for full sovereignty
over the U.S.-owned Canal Zonec ferri-
tory and the Fanana Canal, While no
disorders occwred during the demon-

i

strations, the Panamanian strong man,
Lirvig, Gen. Qmar Lorrijes, mmade qemae
gogic appeals with open threats omainst
{the United States of fulure violence in
{he event Panama does vot secure s obe
jective of full sovercignty over the Cana
Zzone, oo

The unreasonable demands by Panama

.for the surrender of the Canal Zone to

that country, does nol conform to reali-
tice. Panams exists as an independent
country solely hecause of the Panama
Canal. Until November 3, 1803, it was
part of Colombia. If therc is to be any
twrning back' of the clock of history,
which most thoughtful Americans cp-
pose, the Canal Zone should he returnecd
to Colombia, which couniry in 1914 ree-
ognized the title to the Panama Canegl
and Railroad as “vested cntively and ab-
solutely in the United States, without
any encumbrances or indemnities whot-
soever . T

The United States bought all the
rights, powers, and authority of sover-
cignty over the Canal Zone from

~Panamsa, which country was the succes-

sor to Colombia as the sovereign of the
Isthius, and purchased all privately
owned land and properly in the zonc
from individual properly owners. It

‘would be just about as sensible for

Mexico to demand the return of the
Gadsden Purchase or Soviet Russia to
demand the relurn of Alaska s for
Panama to persist in ils unreasonable
demands for cession of the Canal Zone,
As the body of the Congress closest to
the soverecign people of the United
States, the IMouse should act prompily
and favorably on this proamise.

Moreover, our Government cannot
surrender by treaty or otherwise its con-
trol over the Canal Zone and canal to
any other sovercign government or to
any international ageney, including the
U.N., without specific authority from the
Congress, which includes the House as
well as the Senate,

The framers of our Federal Constitu-
tion were men of rare wisdoin and vision.
They foresaw the need for a provision in
that great instrument to prevent the Jx-
ecutive from digposing of any territory
or other property of the United States
by pretext of a treaty cxcept with the

approval of both the Senate and the |

Iouse. Accordingly, that was included in
article YV, section 3, clause 2 of the Con-
stitution as follows: ~

The Congress shall have Power to dispose
of ... the Territory or other Property be-
longing to the United States. '

As far as the record shows the cur-
yent negotiators for the proposed .FPan-

.ama Canal treaties have never referred

to this constitutional requirement and
have. acted with complete duplieity and
insincerity by ignoring our Constitulion
and apparently never bringing it to the
attention of the Panamanian negoti-

ators. Whatever 1he Scnate may do as

regards the projected surrender ab Pan-
ama, the Ifouse has thus far been
adamant and will likely so remain, Yeb
our negotintors have gone merrily along
ipnoring the vital comstitutionsal pProvi-
sion with Chicl Negotiator Roberl 1B, Ane
derson. and his associates cvidenlly {ry-

/ . -

. STATINTL R
STATINTLY
|

ing to gweep The proposd giveaway o 1hg
Canzl Yone under the diplomatic yug.

The people of the United Stetes, 1
the exient that they know these facts
are violently opposed to sny such sur
render. As the actions thus involved have
become belter known, the people hav
expressed ihely views, which ave over
whelmingly hostile as shown by an X
tensive correspondence from many part
of the Nalion.

In view of these facts, it is difficult to

underatand how President Nizon STATINTL -

have been so heodwinked ag to accept
the weak and +timid 1987 Johnson canal

policics and o retain the Anderson oub-

{it in- positions aflecting the Fanama
negotintions. This action by the Presi-
dent is beyond the compiehension of

rational thinkevs, who oppaose asswming .
the burden of responsibility withmw

authority.

The Johnson-Nixon negotiators scerm ’
" to be utterly ignorant or indifferent to

the relationghin of the Panama Conal
and the sceurity of the Western Memi-
sphere, including the United States and
Panama. The fact that Cuba is slready
under U.S.81. control, the further fact
that Chile has rcecently passed under the
Communist yoke, and the added {act
that Soviet power is infiltrating every
Latin American country in a design
aimed at wresting control of the Panama
Canal from the United States seoms to
make no impression on our negotiators.
ence, their conduct cammob bhe ¢©x-
plained alone as one,of stupidity for the
effcet of their cetion is in complete be-
trayel of the frcedom of Western na-

{ions, including Panama, which has been,

following & suicidal policy that could
affeet its independence.

Tn order that the Congress may have'

the story of Panama’s action at the
Umnited Nations and the cited article by
Mr. Varney, ag well as a report on the
October 11 demonstrations, I quote the
vVainey article and two news stories from
the New York Wimes as parts of my
remarks:

WY Is Mz, NixoN GIVING AWAY THE CANAL

Zonn? .
(By Harold Lord Varney)

Despite angry public protests, Washinglon
persists In its insane course in Panama. The
looming end of the road will mean the loss
of Unlted States control of the Panama
Canal. A graver effect can be the crash of all
American defenses in Latin America,

The Nizon Administration is deliberately
inviting a2 crushing disaster on the isthmus.
Surcly no American President has ever driven
to perdition so heedlessly and neecclessly.

When Mr, Nixon entered the White ouse
in 1969, the Panama dificultics were as nearly
a dead letter as is concelvable in
Amecrican relations. The headlong rush of
three successive Administrations—those of
Risenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson-—to sur-
render American sovercignty in the Canal
vone seemed to be a bad nightmare of the
past. Johnson, who had been badly brulsed
by the fizht over the proposed treaty of 1967,
had with a genuine sigh of relief fited away
the draft treaties which his inept uegoti-
ators had handed him, The surrendey treaties
wero tabled and almost forgotten, ’

But now they are back again—and back
with & bang. ’

President Johrson had been saved at the
gong by & completely unforesesn cvent—ihe
seinure of tho Panama Covernment by 2
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Cemplied by Our Latin Amorics Stafi
PANAMA — The National
Guard says ona of its former
_officers claims he reccived
‘money and help from the
US. Central Intelligence
Agency to arrange a plot to
prevent Panama irom taking
over the Canzl Zone,

Tha forrer officer, Abra-
ham Crocamo, 32, was ar-
rested by Amierican authori-
tics in the U.S.-controlled
Canal Zone Tuvesday on an
Jmraigration detention order.
He is wanted in Panama on
charges of kidnaping and
armed robbery, and the Pan-
amanian government is going
to ask the United Staies to
hand him over.

it 1688 Croca-
mo, a captain in the Guard,
took refuge in the Canal
Zone after the Guard over-
.threw President Arnulfo
Arlas. That same mnwonth,
however, he returned to Pan-
amanian territory and seized
z fellow officer, saying later
he planned to use him as a
hostage for an attack ou a
Naztional Guard post iin Arrai-
jan. -
After a chase back info the
Canal Zone during which he
freed the officer, Crocanio
was arrested by Canal Zone
police. o
He pleaded. guilty In the
zore to a charge of false ar-
rest, reccived a 10-month
suspended sentence and was
fined $750. Placed on proba-
{ion for thide years, Crocamo
1eft for Veneczuela. :
Crocamo returned to-the
Canal Zone last ¥February en

IN GCEEEE

a ship passing through the.

_canal.  The National Guard
says witnesses identificd him
as one of four men who held
up a branch of the national
Bank on March 5 and es-
caped with $49,934. ’

- e
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THE GUARD said Croca-

mo’s hideout in the Canal
Zone was discovered by Pan-
amanian intelligence agents
39 days ago, but they bided
their time while ferreting out
the  “network” supporting
Crocamo in Panama. There
was .no announcement of
other arrests, however.

The communique szid a
pumber of Panamanians who
visited Crecamo reported he

clated to have help and

money from the CIA “to ar-
range a subversive move-
ment to . provent Panama
from getting ' jurisdiction in

‘the Canal Zone.”

Tha Panamanian govern-
ment, led by Gen, Omar Tor~
rijos, s secking sovreignty
over the Canal Zone, and ne-

gotiations with the United

States are about 1o resuma,
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HEW PEACE ACTIVITIES

April 17 (Wed.) Indochiness film festival
(first of three weekly films to be shown each
Wednesday) 12 nozn ty 1:00 P2 Room 1137-
North Title: “And Time Is Running Out”
(45 minutes). This film portrays the efects
of the war on the Indochinezs civillan pop-
ulation and presents the blay Day Move-
ment’s demand: “If the Government won't
stop the war—we'll stop the Government.”

April 8 (Thurs)) Rennle Davis, National
Coordinator of the Peoople's Coalition for
Peace and Justice 11:45 AM North Audito-
rium. He will speok on the spring anti-war
activities and how HEW employees can be-
come involved.

April 14 (Wed.) Indochinese dln festival

. (film No. 2) Title: “People’'s War” Rm.

©1187-North, This film shows the North Viet-
namese people under war conditions (August

1969) organizing to defend thair country.

April 15 (Thurs)) Vietham veterans
against the war (11:43 AM Room G-751
North. Representatives of the estimated
5,000 Vietnam veterans who will be march-
ing on Washington April 19-23 will speak
gbout the war. :

April 21-22 (Wed.-Thurs.) Refersndum:
The war Iin Indochina. All HEW emnloyees
will be asked to participate by voting on
several national issues.

April 21 (Thurs.) Indochina 1971: How is
the war diferent? 11:43 AM Rm G-751 North,
A panel of Washington activists, including
individuals who have recently met with Viet-
namese and Laotians, will speak to the
changing characteristics of the war,

» April 24 (Sat.) Peace rally and mrach. The

Federal employse’s contingent will meet at
10:30 AM in McPherson Square (15 & K
Strests, N.W.).

April 28 (Wed.) “The Advocate”: Speclal
{ssue. This issus of The Advocate will focus
entirely on HEW and its relationship to the

. war. .

Aprll 28 (Wed.) Indochinese film festival
(last of 3) 12 Noon to 1 PM RBn1. 1137-North.
Title: “Struggle for Life” This film
was produced by the National Liberation
Front (NLF) to show the struggle for libera-

- tlon in South Vietnam and to show the
health services provided by the NLF.

. April 29 (Thurs.) People’s lobby HEW
will be the all-day focal point of the anti-
war activities. Reprasentatives from NWRO
and SCLC will discuss the war and oppres-
slon here at home with HEW employees nt
12 noon in the Auditorlum,

Among the events listed on the sched-
ule, you will note Rennie Davis, national
coordinator of the People’s Coalition for
Peace and Justice, speaking on April 8 in
the North Auditorium regarding the
*Spring anti-war activitiss and how

Representatives of the Vietnam Veteran
Against the War were to address em?
ployees about the war on April 15 in the
North Building. The Indochinese Film
Festival included three films; one por-
traying the effects of the war on the Indo-
chinese civilian population and present-
ing the May Day Moveiment's demand:

- It the Government won't stop the war—
we’ll stop the Government.

Another film, identified as being pro-
duced by the National Liberation Front,
showed the struggle for liberation in
South Vietnam and health services pro-
vided by the NLF. A third film, which I
bresume was also produced by the Na-
tional Liberatlion Front, showed the
North Vietnamese people under war con-
ditions organizing to defend their coun-
try. : : -

HEW employees can bhescome involved.g‘

[

CONGRISSIONAL RECCRD — HOUSE

These “peace activities” certainly were
not designed to promote loyalty or hor-
mony within the Government, and I
frankly amn at a loss to undsrstand why
they were permitted to take place on
Government property. I am sure there
are those Government ctiployecs who
have parsonal convictions azainst the war
in Vietnam and would like to attend ec-
tivitias such as these. But it is totally in-
commrehensive to me why the Deopart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare
is accommodating these protest groups
in presenting their message by making
Government space available to them to
show Communist-producad films and
speak to Governinent employees aboub
how thay can actively work to halt the
operations of the Government.

The American public has elected &
President to direct our Government’s op-
erations and dictate our country’s poli-
cies. Although soma Americans disagre
with the policies of the administration,
they undoubtedly expect the Government
structure itself to remain loyal to the
policies of the President. For the most
part Americans accept the policies laid
dovn and fully expect the employees of
the Government itself to do so. Regard-
less of the banner under which these ac-
tivities are permitted—employce rela-
tions, employee activities, or other—I sce
no reason why Government space should
be allowed to be used to promote senti-
ment against the Government’s policies,
particulariy in a matter as serious as the
Vietnam war.

How do I explain to my tax-paying
constituents who have lost sons and hus-
bands in this war that we are allowing
facilities supported by their tax money to
be used this way.

I have written to President Nixon and
to Secretary Richardson expressing my
concern over this action, seeking an an-
swer to this gquestion, and urging that
this type of activity not occur again in
Government buildings.

The SPEAKER. Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Maine
(Mr. HatuawAy) is recognized for 10
minutes.

{Mr. HATHAWAY addressed the
House. His remarks will appear hereafter
in the Extensions of Remarks.]

U.S.S.R, US.A, AND THE PANAMA
CANAL

The SPEAKER. Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. Froop) is recognized for
15 minutes.

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, in recent
years various Members of the Congress
in both Senate and House have warned
of the long range Soviet program for
wresting control of the Panama Canal
from the United States. To meet this
danger my distinguished colleague from
Missouri (Mr. Havr) and I have intro-
duced identical resolutions expressing
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that the United States should main-
tain its undiluted sovereignty and jurils-
diction over the Canal Zone and canal,

joined us in this effort.

The fact that the time has come for the
House to act on the indicated resolu-
tions is evidenced by the publicaticn in
the September 1970 issue of the New
Times of Moscow of a moest revealing ar-
ticle by Ruben Dario Souza, the General
Secretary of the People’s Party of Pan-
ama, who visited the Soviet capital af
that time, This Soviet support of Pan-
amanian objectives is most significant.

In an article in a recent issue of East
Europs, a distinguished international
magazine published in New York, Joh
P. Speller, its executive editor, quotes a
major porticn of the Dario Souza article,
interprets its thrust as regards Soviet

objectives a} Panama, and urges a three.

point program to safeguard the vital in-
terests of the United States. As stated
by authoer, Speller, this prozram, which
doas not acquire new treaties with Pan-
ama, consists of the following:

First, reaffivmation of U.S. sovereignty
in perpetuity over the Canal Zone;

Second, increase of security precau-
tions as regards the employment of aliens
in security positions in the maintenance
and operation of the canal; and

Third, the major modernization of the

existing Panama Canal,

The previously mentioned resolutions
to reaflirm U.S. sovereignty over the
Canal Zone and canal, although intro-
duced in the House, have not yet
been acted upon. Proposed legislation for
the major modernization of the canal
has been introduced in both Fouse and
Senate but hearings have not been held.
The question of the employment of
allens in Panama Canal security positions
is of prime importance for such employ-
ment could paralyze the operation of
the canalin a time of crisis. _

In regard to the last matter it was the
holding by U.S. citizens of security posi-
tions that enabled the canal to cperate

without interruption to transit during:

the January 1934 Panamanian mob as-
sault on the Canal Zone, which fact
won the admiration of the shipping
world. .

The recent visit of Robert B. Anderson '

to Panama in connection with a re-
sumption of treaty negotiations .em-
phasizes the importance of prompt ac-
tion by our Government in the premises.

As the indicated article is most timely
and should be of high interest to all
Members of the Congress and others
concerned with canal problems, I quote
it as part of my remarks: )

[Fromi the East Europe, Feb. 1971]
RUssSIA, ABMERICA, AND THE Panama CANAL
(By Jon P. Speller, Executive Editor of East

Europe, has begen Interssted in Panamo

Canal matters for more than a decade. For

the past two years he has been working on

a book, The Panama Canal: Heart of Amer-

ica’s Security, devoted to analysis support=

ing the major modernization of the Pan-
ama Canol proposed by Congressional

Panama Canal experts Congressman Dan-

iel Flood Dem., Pa.) and Senator Strom

Thurmond (Rep., 8.C.)

In recent years the Russians have vigor-
ously entered into a race for naval supremacy
over the United States. Except for the fact

that they.were foolish to throw down the
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By VIRGINIA PREWELT
jﬂ AT “Thoary cheatmu, the

“luternational plot,” is pop-
ping up all over In Luila
America those days, Frow

to President Sslvador Allend?
iti-Chile, Latin :.nf»ncﬂn:, are
falling back on this device to
help fhem over rough places.
Dr. Allends has an “imper-
allst plot” with CIA tum-
mlng r'om~ smwg [n Chite. Yo may be whip-
ping up cmotion that he hapes will carry his
-already {roubled administration to \lc'ury i
aportant April § municipal elections, |

But leftists in both Peru and Dolivia in re-
s explolted interndtional plot charges
just hefo o they seived U.S. ol pmgv.u”. So
there is spoculation that Dr. Allende wants to
announcs Chile will pay little o¢ notuing for
U'S copper properties he is abiout to tale over
<. and wants nationalistic feallng runnlng high
wlm he dozs. :
“Pam Toe,” Dr. Allende fon.\-, Presidant
Juan Hosch of the Donln lum frepublle, focr
tions In Costa Rica, svctors of the Pao TR
press end Feouedorian officlals l\av rung the
chzngh veceatly on the plot therue, o
" No matter how much you may doubt taa
curatwe value of Dr. Allende’s Marxls tLe"m\-

“ist prescriptions for Chile's ills, [t must ‘be
‘recognizad that ho came into tiﬂ presidency
“with much pﬂr:,nﬂ“.! reapact. Hi mmpulano(

vy _'m:l shrlr k tnu

International image.
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' “Pam Doc™ tmdmmali’ pt‘.nis’nes
ters,” a process often fata 1 for th
attgr hn has lmd @ rr‘ver:e of 2
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“Pepa Boo® Duvaler fa Haltl

* dent Joaguin Balaguer

ing to strengthen his reglmd of terror by

charging 37 people, some of them eriny offi-..

cers, with complelty in a May, 1598, Invaslo
etterapt. Boing of the seeusad have baen fn jail
nearly a yaar I comngetion with a later ingi-
deat and their prospects are not bright, judz-
ing from ths récord,

In the Dominican Republic, Juan Bosch re-
contly tried to Inflate 2’locallze d po‘\ tical con-
flict into a runaway national crisis with
charges the CIA s responsible for mwtmxo 3
murders of Dominicen lefiists «- with Pres
ia effect winking &t it
all. A more firmly “bazsd national guarrel with

)

- Haitl stole his thunder, however.

A:»Z:ED VWITHDRAWAL o

In Febroary, Paname's military rulers,
frankly. piqued becarss U 8. narcotics investi
pators gathiered evidsace In P nama without
cfficial permlssion, sshed ]’eacv Corns fn
vithdraw alter tln, LA, als rrested a Pat
manian i the Cenal Zone .\ drug char

P

, gti
Pross sharples end the rumor mill said our
Peace Corps was in 2 plot with the (I\ and.
connacted thg events.

'I".cuac'aorla ws, Incleding officlals, he
eculated that the recent concen r 'ou of en
e..tm largs flect of {I.S tuna boats off Lcus-
dor - a circumstanes that led to numerous
arrests end & U.S-}',cv dorian controversy
over saa limits
tlon by tha U. S tuna iadustry.

1= a subplor, fermer President Alfredo
Ovando of ‘Dolivia {5 being accused of having
his long-time partesr, the lqtn President | '“'““C*
Barrientos, and four vthers mys eriously rrur-
darad, Ih" mnrr:u:, that Messrs, Ovando and
Barrientos were in & deal to smuggle anns to
Isracl and Blr. Ovando arranged axl the deaths
bzeause ha feared tue dead four would revesl
this, Mr. Barrientos died in a flaming helicop-
ter crash in April, 1820,

Ve f’~‘ "I k]
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And deliver us, Magter from all. evll and Eianrfer, Amen. ..
«And from the CIA too. -

'Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700200001-4



AT favrpee TR0

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA RDP8O 01601R000700200001 -4

-people In January 1264 in t'n, C el Zonz; to
murdered lzadar Floyd Brit

26 DEC 70

SETEN - PARNARMA -
Felix Gonzalez Santizo, known as Nito, was killed
while engaged in “a gun batile with mcmb"VQ ‘of the
National Gu,ud in the hamlet of Quebrada Bonita ..
some 20 miles from Panama City' on Oct. 15, reported
Wastern news aganciss. Granma, the Cuban nawspaner,
told Nito's history, which was not reporicd ganeraliy. He
was born in 18471 of paesant exirection in the province

Colon, Panama. He atiended & vonational schiont,

worked s a brickisver end as e chaulfeur. He \'/es actlive
in the organization of poasant leagues and “fought
against the Marinzs who masscered Panzma

nian
gsthar wi m
h'J organized rallies
protest apainst the adgression ... egainst Cubain 1\_‘ ,'
... he joinad the Venguard of fw‘uonu. Action (VAN)

and in 1087 he represented the people of Panarma at the .
t

first conference of the Latin /\mericéxn Organization of
Solidarity, held in Havana. ... Back in Panama st the
timz of the 1953 coup d'etat, he was made the subject
of a tenacious manhunt by the CIA . .. [and since then)
he worked underground. ... At the 1 e ha was killed,
he was a member of the ruoluunr-'w.y Frontof POU”L‘.
HCS.::L(H] ce which L-::]L)IcwEL! VAN ana MUR....

b . o Cormpiled by Renee Blatban

an young
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